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About this record

The letter relates to an incident involving the accidental discharge of machine gun from an RAF plane at
Muharraq. The incident was reported by Shaikh ‘Abdullāh bin ‘Īsá Āl Khalīfah to Charles Dalrymple Belgrave,
Adviser to the Bahrain Government, who in turn reported the matter to the Political Agent, enclosing two of
the discharged bullets (not included in the file) with his letter (folio 1B). A report of the incident is
included in the file (folio 3), which is described as being an accident, not helped by the poor design of the
gun’s safety catch.
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Mo. 1363 
Office of the Adviser to 
the Governmert, Bahrain. 
Dated, M^haram ^0, l. r 563 

J ar.ua ry 16,1944 

16 

H. B, W's Political ^.p-er.t, 
Bahrain. 

Memorandum:- 

I have just received a visit from Shaikh 
Abdullah bin Isa Alkhali^ah who is much con 
cerned over an occurrence at Wuharraq this 

morning. 
He informs me that at about dawn -sn aeroplane 

flew over the town of Muharraq, the sound of a 
machine .coin v/as heard and a quantity of shots 
were discharged from the aeroplane over the town. 
I enclose two of them which Shaikh Abdullah picked 
up outside his house in the centre o^ the town. 

Fortunately nobody was hurt but the incident appears 
to have caused considerable excitement in Muharraq. 

Adviser to the 3-overnment. 

Accompts:- 
2. 
Copy forwarded to A.L.O. Bahrain, under endorsement 

No.C/134 dated 17-1-44, for favour of an explana 
tion of the occurrence. 

t- 
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■ I •p: 
O n 

^ Heference 
BiS /c.yoi/yp.i. 

Sir, 

\.w 

THE OFPICS GP TFES 
/ 

?• 

AIR LIA.I3CN OWIGSRJ 

BAHK3BT. \ 
20th January 

I have the honour tff refer to your meraorandura 
G/i34 dated 17th January 1944. 
2. I enclose herewith a copy of the report by the Pilot of the aircraft concerned, and a report by the Officer 
Commanding, Ho,43 Staging Post, 

3. Prom p/Lt, Clements 1 remarks it ax>pears evident 
that there is a sgrious fault in the aircraft in that the 
safety factor of^so-called safety catch for the firing button is practically nil; and this point is being taken 
up 'by us with Higher Authority, 
4. The accident is much regretted and steps have 
been taken to ensure against a repetition. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 

(«7,A, GHA3S - 3/L. ) 
Squadron Leader, Air Liaison Officer, 

JFI.B.r,'s Political Agent, Jahrein - Persian Gulf, 
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i O .C., 43 Staging Post. 

id 413399 ?/0. R.J. HOUSTai. 

: 1 6th January 1944. 

Subj^ot : - Accidental firing of mac hine guns of Beauglghter VI F a Ho.X 

I have the honour to report that, on 16/1/44 at approximately 
0715 hours, I acoidentally fired a short burst from the machine guns of Beau- 
fighter X 8267, vhich was standing 200 yards from the watch office facing in 
an easterly direction,, Thilst operating the automatic cut-out with my left 
hand, I was steadying the control column with my right, as there was a strong 
wind, A sudden gust forced the starboard aileron up, causing me to inadvertently 
knock the safety catch, which is not covered, to the "OtN" position f at the same 
time depressing the firing button. 

I have the honour to be your obedient servant. 

Sggd: R .J. Houston. p/0. 

Statement by P/Lt. N.O. Clements, 0G o , 43 Staging Post, 

I have inspected this Beaufighter, and the 
safety catch is merely a small toggle mounted on the control column. 
The safety factor is practically nil, and as the wind at the time of 
the incident was almost gale force, I can attach no blame to the Pilot, 
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No .C/ 177. political Agency, 
Bahrain, 2.2nd January 1944. 

The Politic ai ̂̂ sgont, Bahrain, presents his compliment & 
to ! - 

The Adviser to the 
Bahrain Government, Bahrain, 

and has the honour to transmit to him a copy of the under^ 
mentioned document(s)^ f or infornation. 

Reference to previoir .s correspondence; 

Adviser's memorandum N0.129-9A dated the 16th January 19-14 

No. and date of Enclosure T pjz 
Letter No.BAH/G.701/3/?/! dated 
the 20th January 1944 from the 
Air Liaison Officer, Bahrain, 
with enclo3ure. 

Subj ec t 

Machine gun firing at 
Maharraq on' 1^-1-1944, 

in 

u 

'/<*■ 
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(1) 
Memo. No.139/9A datefl 16.1.44 from Adviser, Bahrain aovt. 

(2) 
Issued Endt. No.c/134 dated 17.1.44 to A.L.O., Bahrain. 

(3) 
Memorandum No. BAH/C.701/3/P.1. dated 20.1.44 from A.L.O., Bhn. 

(4) 
issued p.L. No.C/177 dated 22.1.44 to Adviser, Bahrain Govt. 
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