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The file consists of two letters. The first, dated 14 December 1948, is from C S Jha, Secretary to the
Government of India, Department of External and Commonwealth Relations, and Mohammad Habib, Professor of
History at the Muslim University in Aligarh (both members of the Indian Delegation to Bahrain), to Shaikh
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Bahrain 9 
14th December 9 1948• 

I I ^ | 
To 

His Highness Shaikh Sir Salman 

bin Hamad A1 Khalifah, K.C.I.E., 

Ruler of Bahrain* 

Tour Highness, 

We 9 the members of the Indian 

Delegation to Bahrain 9 deem it a 

privilege to present ourselves before 

Tour Highness to convey the greetings 

and good wishes of the Government 

and the people of India and to extend 

to Your Highness and your people 

sincere and cordial assurances of 

India's abiding friendship* 

The relations between India 

and Bahrain are of long standing* 

Throughout the middle ages Bahrain 

was the centre of the contact between 

Arab and Indian cultures* It was 

also the centre of a flourishing 

trade between the two countries. 
t 

Amongst the pr^rlous imports from 

Bahrain to India were the famous 

Arabian horses (asp~i bihri) and 
t^e-c 

the Bahrain pearls (hi-ali Umman). 

These trade relations have been 

maintained in modern times. Indian 

merchants and traders have been 

conducting their business in peace 

and prosperity under the protection 

of the A1 Khallfah dynasty for the 

last 
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(D 
last two htmdred and fifty years. 

In recent years Indian workers have 

been employed In the Bahrain oil 

fields and thereby contributed to 

the prosperity of the island. It 

is our firm and sincere hope that the 

commercial ties between India and 

Bahrain will be further developed 

for the benefit and prosperity of 

both our peoples. 

We have been Impressed In the 

course of our short visit by the 

properlty and contentment of the 

people of Bahrain under Your Highness 
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tho eoiaatry mi Xlvlag and imk* 

lag la our iaiaada and «o appra* 

oiato your refaaro&co to tho foot 

that thoy aro oarrylng on tholr 

bualnoao boro In peaeo and proa- 

porlty tmdor our protootlffin. ZB 

our country poqplo of dlfforont 

satiosialitiM lire and oo^k tooo- 
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00 shall bo grataful If mk 

your ratum to Xndla you will 

ewray our assuraass of aordial 

friaudsblp to your govarasoiit 

imd to your poc^lo and as daslro 

you to Infer* tbo* that wo greatly 

approslato tbs wasages of frioad* 

ship wblab you bars brought to wo 

fro* India* 

With aoauranooo of our goodwill 

and ootaaou 

tfeual fading. 

Sulaaa bin Hamad Alkbalifah 
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