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This file contains correspondence relating to the Standard Oil Company of California's oil concession in
Bahrein [Bahrain]. The correspondence is concerned with whether or not it would be appropriate for Imperial
Airways to assist the Californian company in developing aerial infrastructure in Arabia. In particular, the
company feels it would be useful to be able to employ the use of aircraft between Bahrein and the area in
which they are drilling, and between Bahrein and Jedda [Jeddah], where their main office is located. The
possibility of the company forming an alliance/partnership with Germany is discussed by Biritish officials.
Copies of the letters were forwarded to the India Office and are included in the file (f 11 is a copy of f 5

and ff 12-13 are copies of ff 6-7).
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JOREION OFFICR, 8,.9.1.

15th Febmary, 1939,

| (2 1014/992/9 ). Ted
: maSlate- 1058

il :
{ 1939
Desr Purkett,
1 write in reply to your letter Mo. 5 49690/D.0.CshAs of
the 6th Pebruary to Raggellasy, who is svay.
T am not clear from Colonel Burchall's letter ezsctly
W what 18 pPoposed. It seeme possible that Tmperial Alrweys

mey have it in aind to send a representative, or a small
perty, to visit parts of dsudi Arsbis in the meighbourhood
i of Bahrsin, in order to help the Standard ©11 Company of
r falifornis to ley out lsnding grounda in that neighbourhoad
end to erect wirelesa statione there. If thia is what 1a
intended, we are strongly of opinion that the Eritish
Conmpeny's representative or representatives should not seek

l te viait Ssudi irebia for these parposes without the
knowledge and eonsent of the Hsudi Arebisn Government.

e heve gond resson to believe that the Ssudl srsbian
suthorities sre in gemersl reluetant to sllow sny Rritish

ehterprise/

Ve mt‘. E8q. , DeBuRs ‘f.G.,
Alr Ministry.
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e iy (@
1058
enterprise to work in that part of sgadi Arsbia, They ere

rether snapicions of saything which {hey! P Peg
attempt to extend British influence in the "eralsn Culfl ares.

a8 an

™us it 18 guite possible that the Seudi Arsbian sutherities,
if ssked Tor permission for lmperisl Alresys representstiwves
to visit thet pert of Send! Arebis, would refuse thelr
eonasent. ind if Tmperial Airweys were to send people,
without the knowledge of the ZSaudl smthorities, the latter
would mo doubt objeet very strongly If they got te hesar of
it later.

on the other hand, it is possible thst Colonel Burchsll
only mesna to supply the dtundard 01l Compeny of Califormia
with advice bused on the information already in the
possession of Imperial Alrweys, snd there is mo objectionm,
go far a8 the Fereign Office are soncerned, to their doimg
this.

1 em sending & ecopy of this letter to Gibaon at the

Tndia Office,

i
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- & Q_i

rial Airweys Limited,

ma /344, Adrway Terminus,

SECRET. vietorie Station,
8.¥.1.
2nd Pebruary, 1939,

Dear Burkett,
you doubtless know that the Standard Oil Company
of Celifornia have an oil concession close to Bahrein.
They also have extensive areas in Arsbia over which they
can prospect for oil.
puring & recent telk with people of the Standard
0il Company, it appeared that they are interested in the
uee of sireraft in Arebia. At the moment, they feel
thet they could usefully employ sircreft between Buhrein
1 snd the ares on the mainland in which they ere now drilling.
I understend that their chief office in this part
of the world 1s at Jedde, end that they have freguent convoye
aeross the desert from Bahrein to Riadh snd Jedda, snd now

uge desert lorries. communication from Bahrein to Jedds by

air would be & great asset to them. gimilaerly, if they
find 0il in the centre of Arsbis, they might also need eir
services operating to the North end South of this main
route.

The Standard Oil Company have heard of the
sucoessful wey in which we heve carried out work for the

Iraq Petroleum Comp&ny in Palestine, and on merial surveys,

and they have therefore gsked our advice &8 to the practical

possibility of such gerial developments.
They/

W.W. Burkett, Esq., 0.B.E., M.C.,
Alr Ministry,
Ariel House,

s\\.‘._ W.GC.2. | -J

= X
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1058

1939

(a) Leying out the necessary lending grounds.

opinion and advice

in regard to:-

(b) Brection of wireless stations,

(¢) Brection of camps at certain aerodromes.

(d) specifications of aircraft that we consider
suitsble for theirpurposes, and

(e) Some idea of capital snd operating costs.

It is possible that they have &asked gimilar
questions from other people, and I should be gled to know
whether the Government nave sny wishes a2 to whether we
should help them.

vou will remember that I wrote to you a few days
ago, saying that tne Deutscne Luft Hansa were sending &
méchine, witn the Oerman Ambassador in Baghdad on board,
to Risdh and Jedda, snd it seems to me possible that if we
were not to undertake this work for the gtandard 0il Company,
some foreign help which the British Government mignt dislike,
might be called in, As you know, wé have our hands rather
full at the moment, but there may be a political aspect of
just as muen importance as the commercial.

Before going any further, therefore, with the
gtandard 0il Company, I snall be very glad to nave your
views, T ought to add that the Standard 01l Company have
oiroesed, to up the, heod, £OT Korhind LR BT S U P aae
confidential, -M{smuld not learn that this projeect is
under investigation. May we therefore ask you to treat
the matter both with urgency and secrecy.

Yours sincersly,

(signed) H. Burchall.
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