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Erom - Britagent, Sharjah
To = Political, Bahrain

Yo. 576
)
Dated: 16=6-49 (IYE We'ala '3Lk“)

Reference para (4) of your memorandum
Wo.C/S-81 dated the 8th June.
2 Shaikh Muhama d bin Saqr sealed and
signed in my presence. He issued his proclame=

tion this morning.

Ze Letter of confirmation follows by bage.

- Britagent -
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Telegram : G.T.C.
Frem : Britagent, Sharjah.
Te : Pelitical, Bahrain.

Ne.578.
™ 1
Dated 19th June,1949, ('~ She ala. 136 ¢)

PRIORITY
Reference Para 4 (d) ef yeur l.l.tlhdﬂl\,..C/s-sl

of June 8th,

2. Shaikh Saqr bin Muhammed ef Ras al Khaimah signed
and segled in my presence. He issued his preclamatien
evening 17th June.

3. Letter of’confir-ation fellews by pag.
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Telegram G.T.C.
Frem : Britagent, Sharjah.
Te :. Pelitical, Bahrain.

Ne.586
Dated 21st June,1949, (H"f tha'abon [3%2)

Prierity.
Reference para 4 ef yeur memerandum Ne.C/S-81 ef

June 8th,

2. Shaikhs Ahmad bin Rashid ef Umm al Qaiwain and
Rashid bin Humaid ef Ajman issued their preclamatiens
yesterday evening. They sealed and signed in my presence.

3. Letters eof cenfirmatien fellews by bag.
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Translation of letter No,14, dated the 10th

Muharram, 1369, (2-11-49) from Shaikh Muhammad

bin Saqr Al-Qasim, brother of the Ruler of Sharjah
(now acting as Deputy Ruler), to the Political

Agent, Bahrain.

After compliments:

Reference your letter No.C/S-94, dated the
14th Remadhan, 1368, corresponding to the 10th
July, 1949, in which you referred to His Excellency
Mr. felly's letter No.C/5-66 of 30th May, 1949.

We ﬁoroby declare that we do not recognise

that.
Usual ending.
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! British Agency,
f e Confidential, Shar jah,
; Dated,2nd November,1949.

D.0.No.982-063¢9 P. ;} 1711_"

-

B Gl

Will you please refer to Jakins letter No.C/S 130
about the proposed arbitration over the Abu Dhabi sea-bed.
2. On 30th October, I spoke to Shaikh Shakhbut on
the lines suggested by Jakins and handed him the revised
translation. The Shaikh said that he replied to Jakins
letter on 28th September 1949 and that he casually handed
in his reply at one of the P.C.L.camps. There is, therefore,
every reason to suppose thut this lottcr’:zs(& h:n'l’t ;ox.u
astray. He gave me, however, a copy of which a translation
is _atteched.

3. You will notice that his reply completely evades
the issue. I asked the Shaikh what his real reason was

for adopting this evasive attitude. He replied that he was
trying to delay arbitration until such time as his finances
allow him to face any sort of legal costs without fear.

At present, he said, he could not guarantee to pay the fees
of a King's Counsel as the Political Agent ounlug. I
gather that the Rs.400,000 loan made by P.C.L. in June of
this year has largely been expended already on consolidating
his position in Buraimi. I think also he is hoping that
Superior 0il Company will eventually engage and pay his
King's Counsel for him, He then said that he wished, at

the same t!.ﬁ. to put to arbitration a nubox; of other point:
in the concession. I asked him what points he had in mind,
but he was unable to specify them. He uﬁ. however, that
the concession was "full of injustices". thizh ..:ht_:‘:o on
his part dates from the first visit of Sir Hugh in March
1949 and at that time, both Pelly and I had good reason to
believe that Sir Hugh had deliberately, and with ti
authority of a former Government Servant, convl.nct&\ly,. put

]
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L

st Ll

intp Shakhbut's mind the idea that the P.C.L. concession was
a pilece of trickery from beginning to end. ¥ imagimeLSdv
4. Lermitte has probably told you of the difficulties
which the Abu Dhabi Shaikhs have been creating for the Company
in their recent operations. Shakhbut has appointed a number
of guard commanders to the camps in his territory, and at
Ghanadha and Ras Sadr, these men, (who try to affect the title
of Emir after the model of the Saudi guard commander in
ARAMCO Camps), deliberately try to create trouble among the
Abu Dhabi labourers. There have been numerous petty strikes
over trivial issues. Apart from this, visits to the camps by
the Ruler's relatives often result in ahilar_ ill-feeling.
Protests by the Company have only resulted in increased
friction.
E I have visited the three camps of the Company with
Mr.Henderson, the Dubail Dubail Representative of P.C.L. and it
is my impression that, whilst the strikes, on the whole, are
the result of deliberate interference by the Shaikh's guards,
the standard of administration in the camps might v;ll be
PN improved. For example, the water distilling plants at Ras
Sadr are unreliable and I think that the complaints about
lack of water may have some foundation. Well water could
easily be delivered in dhows if necessary. I l(;rned that
sufficient cooking utensils are only just arriving in camps
which have been established for two months. I suggested to -
Mr. Henderson that he would strengthen the Company's position :
by looking tq such points as food, water and liﬁ,‘lg conditlonl.,:'
He replied that he had been asking for a Camp Wanuvo z
Officer to be sent to take charge, but that h}l E;-nw had ?
not found him one as yet. :
6. Hitherto, p.n.(r.c'.) have been accustomed to dealing
direct with the Trucial Coast Shaikhs on a\l"l‘ n}éters except thc
those requiring H.M.G's intervention or sanctto;n on some
specific point. This practice was vgccoptap‘;d! tp all parties
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as long as the Company's activities were limited -to survey
work, but Henderson agrees that the only hope of improved
relations at present lies ‘1n our insisting that all complaints
of a major nature by either the Ruler or the Company, be made
through the Political Officer, Tricial Coast. Tpis is a
nuisance, in that the Agency is some 80 miles from the camps
and some 100 miles from Abu Dhabi town, but in the interests
of stopping trivial complaints and petty interference on the
one hand, and of providing some sort of disinterested check
on living conditions on the other, it is a procedure which I
am bound to recommend.

7. I propose, subject to your approval, to inform the
Ruler firstly that the P.C.L.concession was made with H.M.G's
approval, and that H.M.G. is interested in ensuring that its
terms are carried out by both sides. (The Shaikh has been
trying tp propagate the story that because the Agreement
bears no signature by H.M.G's representative, it is purely a
private document as between himself and P.C.L.). Secondly,

I propose to tell him that all complaints or requests
concerning the Company of anything but a routine nature should
be made through the P.0.T.C. and that under no circumstances
should his guards or relatives interfere with the operations
in the various camps. I should be grateful for your

instructions.

Yours sincerely,

J.A.F.Gethin, Esquire,
H.B.M's Political Agent, Fé:

BAHRAIN.
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Translation of letter dated the 5th Dhul Hajjah 1368
(28-9-1949) from Shaikh Shakhbut bin Sultan, Ruler of
Abu Thabi, to the Political Agent, Bahrain.

After Compliments.

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the
7th September 1949 equivalent to the 14th Dhul Qa'adah 1368

in which you stated that the Company wishes to go te arbitration
and claims certain rights to the sea=bed.

I write to inform you that there is no mention vhat-
soever of any type of sea-bed in the Agreement. A¥ regards the
Company's statement that I sent no reply to the letters which
they had sent to me on this subjeet until the expiry of the
time allowed for the appointment of an arbitrator, this is
against truth and facts. The Company and myself have the
letters exchanged between us. I received from them a letter
dated the 20th June 1949 corresponding to the 23rd Sha'aban
1368 and before the expiry of the limited time I sent them a
reply and asked them to appoint an arbitrator for me in order to
rank with them but my letter met no success until the 18th July
1949 corresponding to the 23rd Ramadhan 1368. This is the
cause for the expiry of the periode If the Company compels me
to enter into litigation with them it is certain that the place
at which arbitration is to take place will be Londom. I will
appoint as an arbitrator one of the advocates of the Gourts of
Justice and will be in direct contact with the proceedings and
details of my case, Instead of the Company's claim to what I
Have (right to) I will elaim from them my rights snd will subject
their Concession to examination and criticism without mjump
to both sides. The Company has rights and obligations and has
to choose either this or that. The question of arbitration to
which I refer is to be postponed until such time as I find appro=-
priate for carrying out what is necessarye.

Usual Endinge
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BRITISH AGENCY,
Confidential & Personal: SHAR JAH »
 De0uNo. 44 -0629 ' JANUARY 10, 1950.

Dear Henderson,

The Shaikhs of Ras al Khaimsh have
approached me for advice over the question of
arbitration for the sea-bed of their territory.
They are at a loss to understand why your Company
is calling them to arbitration, when they have not
been approached by any other Company with a view to
a sea-bed concession. U understand all Rulers have
now been likewise called to arbitration.

2. I have given them no advice beyond
explaining to them roughly what arbitration involves,
and I have deliberately avoided dwelling unduly upon
the heavy expense and difficulty involved in engaging
Kings Counsels in London, because I do not suppose
your Company intends to take them to arbitration in
London employing expert legal and, the expenses of
which none of the Shaikhs other than Dubai and Abu-
Dhabi would be able to afford unaided. Would you
please confirm that this is so ?

3e It would be outside my province to try to
offer your Company unsolicited advice in the
ment of its own affairs, but I cannot help observing
that your action in calling the Rulers to arbitration
at this time, is open to unfortunate misinterpretation
and liable to harm the good relations with the Shaikhs
which you and your predecessors have worked so hard
It would be difficult to convince those
- lesser Rulers of the Trucial Coast, who have not as yet
been oached any other Company, that y object
is merely to clarify the present uncertain tus of
the sea-bed which has accrued to them. They are,
unfortunately more liable to fear that you intend to
hustle them through arbitration before they are able
to enjoy, as they no doubt think Abu Dhabi enjoys, the
advice and support of an outside 0il Company. This,
I am sure is not the case,

4. I should like to make clear that the views
which I have expressed in this letter are not necessarily
those of HoM.Ge to whom, as far as I know, the question ;
has not been referreds I have no ::i-::lm however,
to your quoting me as having expr em, provided
you at the same time point out th:z'r. unofficial nature.

'

Yc;ur s sincerely,

E.F. Henderson, Esquire,
Representative, ¢
Petroleum Development (Trucial Coast) Ltd.,

P \
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