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About this record

This file consists of a report, written by the India Office's Political Department, on the subject of a mining
concession in an area of the Kerman province, which is being sought by the Persian Railways Syndicate. The
report provides details of the precise location of the area, and the mining rights which the Syndicate wishes
to secure.

The report goes on to refer to a counter-draft to the Syndicate's own draft proposal, which has been put
forward by the Persian Government, and which makes various demands including certain exceptions to the
Syndicate's mining rights, Persian control over building plans, and restrictions to each working area.

The report also discusses an intervention, made by the Russian Government in June 1913, on behalf of the
Société d'Etude (the international syndicate which was created to examine the Trans-Persian railway project),
which suggested that there be an equal division of interest in the concession, a far as the neutral zone was
concerned.
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1. Tiiia ia 
a 

project of the leraiau Railways Syndicate, IT. 

Crawnwoy baia^ tha moviog spirit. Though tiwre is 
a 
"Psrsiaa 

iTiiunK :jyodioats* it appears to be identical with the 
Railways 

Syndicate, 
amny of whose 

projects in iouthem lersia are 

connected with the mining area, 
this 

area 
ia 

a 
rough square; 

the north side being 
a 
line due west from Abadeh to the 60th 

parallel, 
which forma the eaat aide; the west is due south 

from Abadeh just east of 
Shiraz; the south side follows the 

coast line some 
3( *40 miles Inland. 

Thus the 
area 

is clear of the Russian 
sphere (en which 

point 

Russia insisted), and lies to 
quite half its extent in the 

neutral 
zone, and is cut off from the sea, 

2. 'The concession which the 
.Syndicate aims at ia 

one drawn 

up in 1910 
by IT. rreeoe 

for Uri Torbett Pleminr. 

It proridea for the 
exploitation of all minerals in the 

specified 
area, for the 

construction of the necessary 

tramways, buildings and works; the construction of quays etc., 

on 
2 points 

on 
the Oulf to be connected up 

by tramways with the 

■nines. The 
right 

to 
buy land for the abowe 

operations; freedom 

fro® all imposts 
except 

a 

royalty 
to the ’tussian Oowernment of 

10% 
on 

all net 
profits. The concession to run 

for 6c years. 

On the conclusion of this 
period and that of the 

Railway 

concession the Syndicate will advance 
ilOC.OOO to Pcraia* 

3. the Persian ovenamot has 
a 
counter*draft, the min 

differences belw” 

- 
20 years 

period for research, 60 for 
working 

the concession: The 
exception of 

precious astals and stonea, 

petroleum 
and naphtha, liaw and building stones. A control 

over 
building plans and 

a 
limitation of earti wo.iting area. 

ICSt 

share in the 
capital plus royalty 

on 
all subsidiary 

companies 

e.g. for tramways 
etc.. £30,000 to be 

deposited 
and paid over on 

signature of the 
oocccccion; il7,Soo forfeit if 

a wo 
iking 

company 
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§ 

oonpsny is not forswd 
within 

Un yarn. 

4. 
r. 

Gniwnway 
want# Ur. Prawe# 

1 # 
draft aoc«pt#d, and in 

this Ui# Porwign Cffic# support hia. Failing it, h# will 

n«>gotiato 
on 

th# lartian countar-draft, if it is 
ww 

idad to 

inoluda tiie 
use 

of building atone, to oxelud* restriction of 

each working area, and Fenian control 
oter 

building plans. 

Vr. 
ireenway 

agrees to a 
forfeitable deposit of £7,600 which 

would be increased to £ 
30,000 

and paid, on 
signature of the 

concession. He would prefer to 
keep 

Persian capital out, but 

would in the last event accept lC5» share In capital and 
royalty. 

6. negotiations proceeded 
on 

these lines. 

In June, 
1913, however, the ibisaian Oovernnunt intervened 

on 
behalf of the 3ooi#tl d' E’tude, (the international syndicate 

created to examine the trans-Persian 
railway project,}pointing 

out that the concession 
area 

is that throuf$ which trans-Persian 
Railway would run, that all 

Railway 
concessions in the east 

include the mining rights 
on 

each side and that without these 

the 
Railway’s 

success 
would bo threatened. It suggested 

reciprocal grant of facilities in Russian and British spheres, 

and equal division of interest in the neutral 
zone. 

6. Hr. 
f 
;r»«nway objects to the intrusion of the 

Socidtd, 

pointing 
out that the grant of the concession 

was 
to bo 

a 
condition of the 

dyadicate's acceptance of the option for the 

! ohasmaerali-Klicrreraibad 
Railway; 

that the £100,000 his Syndicate 

is to advance 
an 

conclusion of the two concessions, 
was 

in 

return for 
a 
mining monopoly in the specified 

area. He 
points 

out that he 
was 

first 
on 

the spot, and had practically conclude 

the affair with Shuster in 1911. In spite of this, he is 

willing,if His ’ajesty’s Government presses 
it, to consider the 

admittance of the .loei4t4 to 
a 
1 
aiiare in the 

enterprise, 
so 

far 
as 

the neutral 
zone 

is concerned. 

Political 

“ 
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