suilgll ha aris
Qatar National Library

This PDF was generated on 18/01/2022 from online resources of

the Qatar Digital Library

The online record can be viewed at:

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x000251

It contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and transcriptions.

'Second memorandum, by the Political Secretary, India Office, on German
press opinion regarding the Middle East. April and May'

Holding Institution
Reference

Date(s)

Written in

Extent and Format

Copyright for document

About this record

British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers
IOR/L/PS/18/B223b

1916 (CE, Gregorian)

English in Latin

1 file (4 folios)

Open Government Licence

This second memorandum by Sir Frederic Arthur Hirtzel uses press reports to present a general view of the
current situation in Turkey with regard to German involvement in the country. Various topics are discussed
including the new currency, Turkish nationalism, the Deutsche-Tirkisch Vereinigung [German-Turkish
Association] annual conference and language laws.

Cover page


http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x000251?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x000251?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload#share

o

duilgll pnd dyisa
Qat'éertml Library . . . .
Second memorandum, by the Political Secretary, India Office, on German press

opinion regarding the Middle East. April and May' [18r] (1/8)

Reference: IOR/L/PS/18/B223b. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032845951.0x000002



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032845951.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'Second memorandum, by the Political Secretary, India Office, on German press
opinion regarding the Middle East. April and May' [18v] (2/8)

2
T y S ancient Oriental history and of Archaeology,
ﬂ:ﬁrg)a.lr?xﬁg:ptoind Unger, are similarly situated. _D‘r. ;&rn(!t,
professor of inorganic chemistry, manages to teach his 25 pupils
in Turkish, and his books are being translated into the language
by his Turkish assistant. The other German professors either
have their lectures translated into Turkish and dellver‘ thffn
without understanding them, or have them delivered 1_)y Turkish
assistants, or deliver them in German and have them interpreted
sentence by sentence. The professor of Paedag_ogy a.nd Psych-
ology, Dr. Anschiitz, does the latter, and has 15 pupils .&nd an
Tnstitute for experimental Paedagogy a.nd Psychqlogy will very
shortly be erected. Every Faculty publishes a review every other
mon%ll-le Kilnische Zeitung, April 4th and 5th, publishes Nos. 4
and 5 of its Constantinople War Letters. No. 4, on “Intellectual
and economic defence,” deals inter alia with the language ques-
tion, and emphasises the fact that French will not be replaced
by German; the movement is purely Turkish a.nd nationalist, and
we must accept it, although it excludes any leading role for thc_a
Germans, because we recognise its intrinsic justification. No. b
is on “ Nationalism and economic development,” and points out
that here there is an important role for the Germans. For the}re
is no Turkish middle class from which the managers of Turkish
industries can be drawn. One effect of the language law will be
to benefit in this respect the Levantine-Armenian-J ewish class, who
already exist to the detriment of both European and Ottoman. But
they are unfit for management., For that purpose what is essential is
genuine European management and European capital, though the
Turk should be given as large a rdle as possible alongside of them.
The Turk, it is true, is already trying to climb up into the manage-
ment himself (.., the Ottoman Trading Company for the products
of Anatolia and the Constantinople Telephone Company), and we

must not condemn him out of hand; but there are difficulties—

inherent in the character of the race, the social composition of
the people and its entire historical education-—which, though they
may escape notice in a time of enthusiasm and striving after
activity in all spheres, will not fail to assert themselves in quieter
times and when it is a question of serious work on a grand. scale,
and which are hardly, if at all, to be got rid of.

In the Vossische Zeitung of 27th April, Dr. Hugo Grothe
(President of the Middle East Society®) has an article on Turkish
Nationalism. He traces briefly its growth since 1912 inside the
Committee, and then goes to its practical bearing on German
ambitions. The Turkish Nationalists, he says, are entirely friendly
to the Turco-German alliance and value German help. They
welcome the German, but wish to keep him at a certain distance
in order to frustrate all idea of tutelage. Hence, they do not
want more German schools nor the extension of the German
language, and insist upon the use of Turkish. They must be
careful not to carry this to excess; for after the war the Arab (!)
will not easily acquiesce in it. Again, they are very sensitive to
the exaggerated overtures of foreigners, and ever since the
beginning of the war Germans have shown an excessive haste
in that respect, which arouses. Turkish suspicion. Further,
Turkey for the Turk is the motto, and foreign capital is only
wanted alongside of Turkish; Turkish participation in all enter-
prises is essential, and all big undertakings must be put up to
open competition. This is a pity, because the Turk does not
see that the German competitor, being the most honest and most
capable, will come off worst, and the door be re-opened for English

* With this Society has now been 1 d the D he Kulturpolitiseh
& P

’Ge'sellschl'fl: a society for the propagation of Germanism through the  world
This fact is interesting as emphasising the importance in German e;'en of the Middle
East as a stepping-stone to world-power.
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: achinery and appliances. _\g)'ncultnref suffers
for a.g!i‘]cm:::::,l (rll:-oug}\t Xnd locusts: a campaign against ‘t_he
SEENI Y ¢ . a German expert, Buchner, with
latter is being undertaken by a gxpers, - \ 1
laboratories supplied by Germany. Qoul mines lm\.e )e?n opened
in Jalova, Derkos, Usun, Kopru, and in Mesopotamia. Sulphur is
E,in; W?)‘l‘ked, and it is believed fhat Turkey can be made‘selt-
supporting : an Austrian, Dr. Uriach, is in charge of a refinery
(supplied by Germany). Another Austrian, Veit, is in charge of
wmm(:,foéeslt\;.ackay devotes  two almost,_ verbally i(’leflti(-nl
articles (in -the Buropiische Staats-u. Wirtschafls Zeitung,
April 20th, and Die Hilfe, May l-trh.) to the reform of the
Turkish land laws. The great task is. to get the land away
from the dead hand of the Wakf. This is gra@ually being
accomplished, and one of the most encouraging signs of' @hc
times is that the clergy are beginning to aba.ndon their opposition
to the necessary reforms. Buf the permeation of the legislation
with passionately Nationalist ideas has led to some mistakes, of
which the language law and the new Customs tariff are quoted
mples. -
b ex’lzfihepsemi-oﬂicia.l Norddeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung (23rd May)
welcomes a party of Turkish delegates to Berlin. It extols the
achievements of the Committee of Union and Progress, and
especially their military successes. “‘As far-shining symbols of
the might of the Ottoman people the names of Gallipoli and
Kut-el-Amara will remain ever unforgotten.” The Turco-German
alliance has not sprung from transient causes. “ Germany’s clear
political interests point in the same direction as that upon which
Ottoman statesmen have decided. It is no figure of speech, but a
fact proved by the history of Turco-German relations, that Germany
has never pursued a policy of self-interest in Turkey, and has
never worked for the weakening of Turkey. We desire from our
own point of view a strong Turkey, mistress of her own destiny.
. The Ottoman nation will always find Germany willing to
support her in her attempt to reorganise her -public life. We
Germans_are accustomed to respect the idiosyncrasies of other
nations, just as in our own country racial differences do not detract
from imperial unity but rather regard it as an intellectual treasure.
Thus the co-operation of Germans who may be invited to Turkey
will be guided by the thought that their task is to place at the
disposal of our Turkish ally the acquisitions of German creaiive
power, and to aid the Ottoman nation in its efforts to build up at
its own discretion on the basis of its recovered international
independence a system of government which will secure for
Turkey new prosperity internally, and externally a consolidated
position.”

The visit of the Turkish deputies naturally bulks largely in
the German press. They have been received by the Emperor
(25th May), and entertained by the Chancellor (24th May) and
other high officials, The speeches delivered were, as is usual on
such occasions, mostly platitudinous and rhetorical—* the ‘words
Gallipoli and Kut-el-Amara are deeply engraved on the German
heart,” said the Oberbiirgermeister of Berlin—but a few remarks
of more political importance may be quoted. Thus, the Chancellor
emphasised the reciprocal nature of the alliance. “On the sound
basis of give and take, in mutual complement, in respectful
equality of rights, our people are called to create new values in
the regions of commerce, kultur, and law. That this goal may be
attained, we must be constantly getting to know one another
better.” (This aspect of the alliance is also emphasised by the
Deutsche Tageszeitung, May 25th: and an essential condition
of it is said to be that “each of the allies must be satisfied with
the 9ont.litiol’1’s of the alliance with all its consequences and
implications.”) In replying, Hussein Djahid Bey, vice-president

BRITISH

Advyan

Reference: IOR/L/PS/18/B223b. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032845951.0x000007



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100032845951.0x000007?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'Second memorandum, by the Political Secretary, India Office, on German press
opinion regarding the Middle East. April and May' [21r] (7/8)

3

7

of the Turkish Chamber, spoke of the sacrifices which Turkey has
made. -~ But “ this alliance, which so far has laid sacrificos upon. us,
is to be a valuable means of progress to us in the future.” “If
lou_ug 'l‘urke_y had earlier found an ally who would have supported
her in consolidating herself, perhaps this war would never have
taken place  (a proposition which the Tageszeilung doubts). The
times of European intrigues in Turkey and of obstacles to Turkish
r::forms are past. “ We feel the necessity of entering the circle of
European kl.lltlll‘. We have abolished the capitulations, but we will
reform our Judicial system—a task which we have entrusted to a
German specialist. Similarly we will reconstitute our educational
system ; German professors are at work. Our youth, male and
female, we will send to Germany, to accustom them to German
knowledge and German virtue.” It is noteworthy that at the
banquet given by the President of the Reichstag (25th May), the
Vice-President, Dr. Paasche, thought it expedient to explain the
“Central Europe” idea. “The proud phrase ‘Central Europe
from the North Sea to the Persian Gulf’ does not signify an
economic and intellectual hegemony of the one over the other,
but has found enthusiastic support in all classes in Germany and
Austro-Hungary solely because we feel that only in loyal co-
operation, by securing our territories against greedy enemies,
can we attain the great objects of our cultural development.
From the free German North Sea, over the plains and mountains
of Austria and Hungary, across the fields of Bulgaria, the road
must lead, through the rich regions of the Ottoman Empire,
to the Far East, to enable true freedom and German kultur
to flourish, and to prevent jealous rivals from hindering the
possibility of our healthy development.”

The well-known historian, H. Delbriick, has an article in the
May number of Preussische Jahrbiicher (of which he is editor)
on “England’s Future,” from which the following passage is
quoted :—

“ England’s rule in the remoter parts of the world is mainly
based on victories won in past generations and the prestige which
has grown out of them. Through her failure in this war—in
particular through the reverses at the Dardanelles and in Mesopo- {
tamia—and scarcely less through the advance of the allied Russian
forces in Persia, England’s prestige is shaken everywhere in Asia ;
and Africa. The ganglion of the Empire is Egypt with the Suez
Canal. Tf, as we may hope, Turkey emerges from this world-crisis
a consolidated State with a future before it ; if this State provides
itself with railways connecting the remote provinces and making
possible the rapid concentration of all its military resources in
Palestine and the Sinai peninsula; England’s rule over Egypt,
which she has hitherto been able to maintain with 6,000 European
troops, will no longer be an impregnable fortress in the eyes of the
fellaheen and of the whole Moslem world. If the Suez Canal is
once lost, all the bonds that bind together the constituent parts of
the Empire will be loosed.”

An article by E. Daniels in the same number on the change
of Vieeroy in India, ascribes the substitution of Lord Chelmsford
for Lord Hardinge partly to the latter’s excessively pro-Russian
policy which the Russian advance in Persia is thought to have '
discredited ! 3

Otto Hoetzsch (Kreuzzeitung, 25th May) brings Sir A. Nicol- 1
son’s retirement into a similar context.

s ——
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