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CONFIDENTIAI

Brigadier-General A. W. Mon v, General Headquarters, Indian
Expeditionary Foree * 1, to India Office.
No. le. 1983 Basrah,
Sir, 22nd January 1916.

In continuation of my letter No. Ig. 1656, dated 19th November 1915,

I furnish a further report on the tribal situation :

7
Gieneral.,

I. The check received by our force at ( tesiphon on 22nd November
temporarily changed what had up to that time been our uninterrupted
policy of steady advance into Mesopotamia into an 80 mile withdrawal on

our main line of srations.

This might reasonably have been expected to have produced a marked
effect throughout the whoie theatre of operations. Such has not, however,
proved to be the case. With one notable exception (that of Khayun-el
Obeid at Shattra, to whom reference will be made later) the tribes have
retained their former attitude which may be roughly summarised as

“upstream of us, hostile ; downstream, friendly

Fuphrates Line.

2. Tribes in neighbourhood of Nasiriyah are friendly. Ajaimi of the
Muntafik is in neighbourhood of Samawa, with but a small follow ing ;: he is
the first actively hostile element upstream of us on the fuphrates

Desert tribes between Zobeir and Nasirivah are not of much account.
We have strong allies at each end —Sheikh Ibrahim of Zobeir and Sheikh

IHamad at Khamsieh

Shatt-al-Hai.

3. Stirred up by the exertions of a Turkish officer (Mizher Bey) at
Shattra, the Al Abudah Chief Khayun-el-Obeid (of Shattra) together
with a portion of the Kaffajah trib immediately south of that place) have
abandoned the attitude of allegiance to the Dritish, which had been won for
us by our victory at-Kut-al-Amarah in September last, and showed their
active hostility by an attack on a reconnaissance which went out from the
British camp at Butaniyah (between Nasiriyah and Shattra) on 14th

January.

4. This Khayun-el-Obeid is an ill-conditioned chieftain who constantly
proved a thorn in the flesh to the Turks and on more than one occasion
defeated T'urkish expeditions despatched against him,

Upstream of him again, along the Shatt-al-Hai, the Qaraqul, Beni
Richab, and Shawelat are now doubtless influenced by his new example

though we have no positive proof thereof.

5. Finally, at the head of the waterway, are the actively hostile Beni
Rubiah who extend up river as far as Baghialah, actively friendly to us

after September, but now entirely turned round since our retirerient and

the Turkish advance from Ctesiphon.
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the Shatt-al-Hai calls for control

6. To summarise, t )y military force,

a column should operate down fro Kut to Nasiriyah as scon ag may

Anc .
be convenienl, after the relief of Kut

Tigris 1

Working upstreamn from Qurnah, th mportant clans of the Al by
\

Muhammad marsh Arabs between Qurnah and

have shown ng

ns of unrest whatever during the last x month Revenue business

has been ]»xuww\in_; n a normal way

8. From Amarah up to the present scenc hostilities the situation is
equally satisfactory Our former enemy Ghadhban of the Bani Lam has
twice recently |rl‘u\\“«w‘ us with camels, and his attitude has continued
satisfactory. To avoid inter-tribal disturbance he has lately been ordered
to proceed Fast of the Dawairij River, and has lately written a con-
gratulatory letter dated I4th on hearing of the DBritish success at
Sheikh Saad.

| 0. Upstream of Kut are the two big tribes of Zubaid and Shammar
Toqah Arabs. Our « pportunities between the battles of Kut and Ctesiphon

* A proportion of both dwell above any WeTe 100 few to allow us o properly

i point we have reached and were at the ourselves with the lower

merey of the Turks

i sections™ of these tribes (though a good

g M

i beginning was made) and it is therefore too much to expect them to have
remained aloof from Turkish influence during recent events.

Karun.

/ 10. The Chaab, Bawi, and other tribe

Sheikh of Muhammareh, are all quiet, and affairs are sa isfactory in that

ject to our st

7

inch :A“_\, the

direction.

I1. As regards the oil fields, pro-Germ nfluencest are undoubtedly

Srae tantly : r the DBakhtiaris
Based on Ispahan and Ram Hormuz :

be wd

there appears to be no present reason to fear any change in this situation.

I'he demeanour of their Khans in Teheran has Jately been very satisfactory

and in the absence of anv specific set-back to the Allies no difficulty is
contemplated by His Majesty's Minister in getting them to countersign any

wgreement arrived at between the British and . the Bakhtiaris ia the Oil
Fields Area. This is now under negotiation, though an interruption has
just oceurred through the rumoured departure of the Khans to Behbehan
until March. The Chief Political Officer. howeve r, is disinelined to impute
a sinister motive to this move nent, pending further knowledge of their
reasons for it, information regarding which is expected from Dr. Young

shortly.

12. The Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh has been another object of pro-Grermgi
intrigue. He is a vacillating and unsatisfactory ‘}\:1;'.|n-l<r. but, though
suspected -of having coquetted with German ‘n.,\“‘u'i««_ the influence of
his son and of his subjects have so far prevented his siding with the Turks.

1] I'he Chief Political Officer is endeavouring to maintain touch with him

i through the Political Officer Amarah.
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itary force,

1 as may gl ‘“ “ ‘H‘ ”: : : 7 b % oxpected o have
considerable effect in discouraging 0-( AP s 3 1
mong the Bakhtiaris and in Pusht z—l(:»;,“\ ’ s i e ook
: Persia
| ‘ \ ( \v. bu I. A defensive British-Persian alliance is now the subject of negotiation
b I“\‘\‘ ¢ between His Britannic Majesty’s Minister and the Persian Prime Minister
“ usmess I'eherar mam advantage of this would be the failure of German
opes n Islamic Union.
] : situation is 1527 ent success of the Gendarmes and the Nationalist party at
! Lai "l‘. Shiraz resulting in the departure of the Govern r-General of Fars is
ntimned expected by the Political Department to be likely to lead to a Gendarme-
itely been ordered Nationalist ement either against the pro-British confederacy of Khans
1t written a con- at Shabankareh and Havat Daoud, or against Bushire or both.
iccess  at [Latest reports show the Saulat (1 the Qash jais) as being likely to
llow his subjects t upport such anti-British action. :
I'otal numbers who might thus bhecome involved are v y considerable
ind  Shammar The Gendarmes have Mountain Artillery (but the Russian v“"”“ against
Kut and Ctesiphon Tnpahain wiratanell e Mkt el L s
low us to properly 'he approach to Bushire is, however, such render it highly
th the Jlower p ble tl my wmovement sufliciently to render the
tribes (though a good reinforcement of Bnshire imperative could take place ur getting due
expect them to have warnng
1 Lrabia
16. The Chief Political Officer during lays of 1915 concluded a
treaty with Ibn Saoud. The attitude of th - was all that could be
! ‘H.'“ the lesired throughout the negotiations and his allegiance may he reckoned on
ry in that throughout the war.
I'he lately installed Shaikh of Koweit is equally well disposed to us, as
was his late father Ibn Mubarak
rs in those directio we therefore entirely satisfactory. And the
Bakhtiaris recent rumours of a combined hostile movement inst us by Ibn Rashid
Hlar ‘_”“l mnd the Sherif of Mecca have J-.!vlk\ been entirely discredited.
g "H""”"l“ I have, &e.,
\”.‘\1-“""‘:‘ \. W. Moxgy, Brigadier-General,
ifficulty is for General Officer Commanding
sign any Indian Expedjtionary Force “D.”
\TIS the il

I'he Secretary to the Govermment of India,
T o Foreign and Political Department.
Khans to Behbehan

lined to impute
ledge ol their g
ted oo py of the above forwarded for inforiation.
\W. H. Beacn, Lieutenant-Colonel,

for General Officer Commanding

pro-Crermgh Indian Expeditionary Force D
cacter. (N H:h' he Political Secretary, India Office.
i€ intluence of I'he Chief of the General Staff, India
iding with the Turks.

uch with him
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