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٢٢ يناير ١٩١٦ (ميلادي) التاريخ/ التواريخ

الإنجليزية في اللاتينية لغة الكتابة

ملف واحد (ورقتان) الحجم والشكل

رخصة حكومة مفتوحة حق النشر

حول هذا السجلّّ

تشير الرسالة ذات الطابع السرّي إلى الوضع القبلي في بلاد الرافدين [العراق]، واصفة القبائل
المتعددة الموجودة في مناطق جغرافية مختلفة ومشيرة إلى ما إذا كانوا ودودين أم عدائيين للقوات

البريطانية. تشمل الأقسام المتضمنة في الرسالة:

• عام - تقرير حول التفتيش الذي تلقته القوة البريطانية في قطيسفون بتاريخ ٢٢ نوفمبر ١٩١٥
والذي أحدث تغييرًا مؤقتًا في مستوى تقدمها، ولكنه لا يبدو أنه قد أحدث تغييرًا في مواقف

القبائل تجاهها.

• خط الفرات، تقرير عن قبائل حي الناصرية، قبائل العجمان، وقبائل المنتفق التي كانت في حي
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مدينة السماوة؛

• شط الغراف، تقرير عن تحريض خيون العبيد، حاكم قبيلة العبودة من قبل ضباط أتراك والذي قد
تخلى الآن عن ولائه لبريطانيا، مع تفاصيل عن الحكماء الآخرين في المنطقة الذين من المرجح أن

يتبعونه، والإشارة إلى قبيلة بني ربيعة التي أصبحت الآن في عداوة شديدة تجاه بريطانيا؛

• خط دجلة، تقرير عن إستمرار العلاقات الجيدة مع بعض القبائل على طول النهر، باستثناء عرب
الزبيد وشمر طوقة حيث لم يكن هناك وقت كافٍ لتطوير العلاقات البريطانية معهم؛

• كارون، تقرير عن وجود قبائل في المنطقة موالية لشيخ المحمرة [خرمشهر الآن]، الشيخ خزعل بن
جابر الكعبي، أحد حلفاء بريطانيا، وأن ألمانيا قد حاولت كسب النفوذ حول حقول النفط في

المنطقة، لكنها لم تنجح؛

• بلاد فارس، مناقشة التحالف البريطاني - الفارسي الذي كان قيد التفاوض، وحقيقة إصدار تحذير
كاف للبريطانيين في حالة تحرك أي قوة نحو بوشهر؛

• الجزيرة العربية، تقرير عن إبرام معاهدة مع ابن سعود والعلاقات مع شيخ الكويت الجديد (جابر
بن مبارك آل صباح).

صفحة الغلاف
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CONFIDENTIAL. 

iier-General A. \\ 

, 

Money, General Hea<lqnart<M*s, Indian Expeditionary Force D," 
to India OHice. 

No. Ig. 1983. Basrah, 
^ 
ir 

' 
22nd January 191(5. 

In continuation of my letter No. Ig. 105(5, dated 19th November 191^, 
1 furnish 

a 
further re])ort 

on 
the tribal situation 

;— 
(JeueraL 

I. 1 he check received by 
our 

lorce at 
Ctesiphou 

on 
22nd November 

temporarily changed what had up to that time been 
our 

uninterrupted 
policy ol steady advance into Mesopotamia into 

an 
SO mile withdrawal 

on 
our 

main line of operations. 

1 his might reasonably have been expected 
to have produced 

a 
marked 

elFect throughout the whole theatre of operations. Such has not, however, 
proved 

to be the 
case. 

With 
one 

notable exception (that of Khayun-el- 

' H)ei(l at 
Shattra, 

to whom reference will be made later) the tribes have 
retained their former attitude which may be roughly summarised 

as upstream ol us, hostile ; 
downstream, friendly. 

• 

Euphrates Line. 
2. 1 ribes in neighbourhood 

ol Nasiriyah 
are 

friendly. Ajaimi of the 
Muntafik is in neighbourhood of Samawa, with but 

a 
small following; he is 

the first actively hostile element upstream of 
us on 

the Euphrates. 
Desert tribes between Zobiur and Nasiriyah 

are not of much account. 
\\ 

e 
have strong allies at each end—Sheikh Ibrahim of Zobeir and Sheikh 

Hamad at Khamsieh. 

Shatt-al-Hn i. 
Stirred up 

by the exertions of 
a 

Turkish oflieer (Mizher Bey) 
at Shattra, the AI Abudah Chief Khayun-el-Obeid (of Shattra) together 

with 
a 

portion of the Kaffajah tribe immediately south of that place) have 
abandoned the attitude oi allegiance 

to the British, which had been 
won 

for 

us 
by 

our 
victory 

at 
Kut-al-Amarah in September last, and showed their 

active hostility by 
an 

attack 
ou a 

reconnaissance which went out from the 
British camp at 

Butaniyah ̂ between Nasiriyah and Shattra) 
on 

Uth January. 

4. this Khayun-el-Obeid is 
an 

ill-conditioned chieftain who constantly 
proved 

a 
thorn in the Hesh to the Turks and 

on more 
than 

one 
occasion 

defeated Turkish expeditions despatched against him. 
Upstream of him again, along the Shatt-al-Hai, the Qaraqul, Beni 

Uichab, and Shawelat 
are now 

doubtless influenced by his 
new 

example 
though 

we 
have 

no 
positive proof thereof. 

fj. Finally, 
at the head of the waterway, 

are 
the actively hostile Beni 

Rubiah who extend up river 
as 

far 
as 

Baghialah, actively friendly 
to us alter September, but 

now 
entirely turned round since 

our 
retirement and 

tlie Turkish advance from Ctesiphon. 
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9 

(') To sunniiarise, the Shutt-ui-llai cjills loi conlrc)! by military iorce. 
\iid a column should operate down Irom Kut to Nasiriyah as scon as may 
be convenient, after the relief of Kut. 

Tigris Line. 

7. Working upstream from Quruah, the important clans of tlie A1 bu 
Muhammad marsh Arabs between Qnrnah and Amarah have shown no 
si^ns ol unrest whatever during the last six months. 1 revenue business 
has been ])roceeding in a normal way. 

8. From Amarah up to the present scene of hostilities the situation is 
equally satisfactory. Our former enemy (ihadhban of the Hani Lam has 
twice recently provided us with camels, and his attitude lias continued 
satisfactory. To avoid inter-tribal disturbance he has lately been ordered 
to proceed East of the Dawairij River, ami he has lately written a con 
gratulatory letter dated 11th on hearing of the British success at 
Sheikh Saad. 

1'pstream of Kut are the two big tribes of Zubaid and Shammar 
Toqah Arabs. Our opportunities between the battles of Kut and Ctesiphon 

♦ A proportion of both dwell above any Were UX) lew t0 a ̂  (nv 1,s l() Properly 
point we have reached and were at the ingratiate Ourselves with the lower 
mercy of the Turks. . - .•. ± , . sections•' ot these tribes (though a good 
beginning was made) and it is therefore too much to expect them to have 
remained aloof from Turkish influence during recent events. 

Kamn. 
Ml. 1 he Chaab, Hawi, and other tribes subject to our staunch ally, the 

Sheikh ol Muhammareh, are all quiet, and affairs arc satisfactory in that 
direction. 

II. As regards the oil lields, pro-lJerman influencest are undoubtedly 
+ u i , . . ,, constantIv active among the Hakhtiaris T oaseii on Ispahan and Ham Hormuz, 

but have been unsuccessful sod'ar, and 
ihere appears to be no present reason to fear any change in this situation. 
1 he demeanour oi their Khans in Feheran has lately been very satisfactory 
<mt ' ' 11 absence ol any specilic set-back to the Allies no difficulty is 
contemplated by ilis Majesty's Minister in getting them to countersign any 
agieement arrived at between the British and . the Bakhti aris ia the Oil 
1 ields Aiea. I his is now under negotiation, though an interruption has 
jnst o( ( niled thtough the rumoured departure of the Khans to Behbelian 
until March. Hie Chiel Political Officer, however, is disinclined to impute 
a sinist. i motive to this movement, pending further knowledge of their 
reasons lor it, information regarding which is expected from Dr. Vonng 
shortly. 

11'. Die \\ r ali of Pusht-i-Kuh has been another object of pro -Germqii 
lll,Me ' 111 ' '' e a vacillating and unsatisfactory character, but, though 
suspected of having coquetted with German emissaries, the influence of 

^on and ol Ins subjects have so lar prevented his siding with the lurks. 
'' ll ^ ̂ ' ( ' ' "I't'eal Officer is endeavouring to maintain touch with hiiu 
through the Political Officer Ainarah. 
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I.!. Jtussiau action towards Kirmanshah an,I Ispahan 
is expected 

to have 
a very 

, 
ons,derable effect in 

discouraging pro-Gern.an propaganda both 
among the Hakhtiaris and in Pnsht-i-Knh. 

Persia. 
14. A defensive Rritlsh-l'ersian allianc.. is 

now 
the subject 

of negotiation 
between His Britannic Majesty's Minister and the Persian Prime Minister 
at I'eheran. The main advantage of this would be the failure of German hopes of 

an 
Islamic Union. 

1.). I he recent success of the Gendarmes and the Nationalist party at Shiraz resulting in the departure of the Governor-General of Fars is expected by the Political Department 
to he likely 

to lead to a 
Gendarme- 

Xationalist movement either against the pro-British confederacy 
of Khans 

at Shahankareh and Hayat Haoud, 
or 

against Bushire 
or 

both. 
Latest reports show the Saulat (rnler of the Qashqais) 

as 
being likely 

to allow his subjects 
to support such anti-British action. 

Total numbers wiio might thus become involved 
are very considerable. 

The Gendarmes have Mountain Artillery (but the Russian 
menace 

against 
Ispahan 

may curtail the number likely 
to be brought towards Bushire). 

I he approach 
to Bushire is, however, such 

as to render it highly 
improbable that any movement 

sufficiently formidable to render the 
reinforcement of Bushire imperative could take place with 

our 
getting due warning. 

A rabia. 

10. The Chief Political Oihcer during the last days of 1915 concluded 
a treaty with Ibn Saoud. The attitude of the latter 

was 
all that could be 

desired throughout the negotiations and his allegiance 
may be reckoned 

on throughout the 
war. The lately installed Shaikh of Koweit is equally well disposed 

to us, as 
was 

his late father Ibn Mubarak. 
AlVairs in those directions 

are 
therefore entirely satisfactory. 

And the 
recent rumours 

of 
a 

combined hostile movement 
against 

us 
by Ibn Rashid 

and the Sherif of .Mecca have lately been entirely discredited. 

1 have 
1 , 

etc., 
A. W. Monky 

, 

Brigadier-General, 

for General Officer Commanding 

Indian Expeditionary Force "D." 
The Secretary 

to the Government of India, 
Foreign and Political Department. 

Memorandum. 
Copy of the above forwarded for information. 

\V. H. Beach 
, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, 

w for General Officer Commanding 

Indian Expeditionary Force 
" 

D." 

The Political Secretary, India Office. 
The Chief of the General Stall', India. 
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