suilgll ha aris
Qatar National Library

This PDF was generated on 18/01/2022 from online resources of

the Qatar Digital Library

The online record can be viewed at:

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x0002a6

It contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and transcriptions.

'Middle East Committee. Mesopotamia Trade Report'

Holding Institution
Reference

Date(s)

Written in

Extent and Format

Copyright for document

About this record

British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers
IOR/L/PS/18/B275

6 Feb 1918 (CE, Gregorian)

English in Latin

4 folios

Open Government Licence

This is a printed note prepared by John Evelyn Shuckburgh, Political Department of the India Office, dated 6
February 1918, concerning trade in Mesopotamia vis-a-vis consolidating Britain's commercial interests in light

of Robert Erskine Holland and John Henry Wilson's 1917 report, The Prospects of British Trade in

Mesopotamia and the Persian Gulf . This note pays special attention to navigation and transportation,

banking, irrigation, communication, education, and the establishment of a Commercial Bureau and Department of

Agriculture.

Cover page


http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x0002a6?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x0002a6?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload#share

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

e T et

'Middle East Committee. Mesopotamia Trade Report' [36r] (1/8)

3275 &

MIDDLE BAST COMIITIER ("

- - -

HASOFOTANIA TRADE REPOT

- - -

(ROTE PRUPARED BY ™E 1iDIA OFFICR)

- - - .-

1. The view has been penerally accepted by the Coumittee
that it must be our policy in lesopotania 3o to fortify our
position in the mwumix immediate future that it will remain
proof against any theoretic concessions that we may subseguently
be obliged to meke to the ddetrine loeal s«lf—dntomin:%%oix;n
or to the cloims of the Arab Kingdom. Of the various lines of i
open o us in pursuance of this policy none seems more
promising then that of comsercial and industral developuent;

and it is accordingly submitted that the guestion of
establishing and consolidating British comsercial interests

in the country should be taken into imiediate consideration.

2. \ summary of the recomsendations of the Trade Gomsissioner
(4e3srs Jlolland and 7ilson) who visited Vesopotamia in the
early part of 1917 is being circulated to the Oommittes,

liany of the measures recomiended mat necessarily stand over
until the situation is clearer but there are certain directions

in which it would appear that warly action misht advantageously

be taken,
B ‘The following pointa call for apecial notice in this
connection:=

(1) liavigation.The Comuissioners in paragraph 08 of

their report (paragraph 10 of Sumwry) expressed the

view that "in the first instance and for a considerable

*time to come, the wain business of transport, both

*of passengers and poods, on the Tigris, should be

"carried on by gpe Company, to be ex6lusively nritish
in
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“in conatitution”; and they recomsended that this Company,
should be "constituted on the linea proposed in 1913,
“with the omiasion of the Turkish and Uerman elements, Lord
*Incheape being ()onc;asiunnm". and Vessrs Lynch receiving
an appropriate share,

E‘ho history of the Concession nepotisted in 1913
is stated in Appendix VII (pp. 94-97) of sthe Commissioners’
Report. 1t provided for the ereation of an Anglo-(ttoman
Company (with Lord Inchecape as conc-sxiom?j}) to exercise
the exclusive right of navigation on the Tipris and
Euphrates. German (Baghdad Railway Company) participation

3 subsequently ‘admitted, the final nlloeation of Capital

Ear- British ( i.e. the Incheape=lynch interests) 00 per
cent; Turkish 30 per cent: Cerman 2 O per cent, Special
provision was made to secure effective Hritish Controle
ine whole arrangement remained unratified at the outbreak
of the War]. .

The proposal of the Trade Comnissiouers® prepoaat
corresponds closely with that uade by Lord Incheape in his

letter to Lord Hardinme of the 30th Cctober 1917, a copy

of which i3 being circulated to the Committee, On the other |

hand, 5ir P. Cox has expressed the view (teleeras of 28th
Necember 1917) that * it is contrary to the interests of the
"country that monopoly of ahipping on river should be
sgranted to any firm®, and that "we shall be well advised
“t0 allow native Indian and British subjects to run
wateamboats on both rivers subject to suitable guarantees
"and payment of conservancy dues;" and he has urged that no
assurances or undertakines should be given %o Lord Incheape,
Mesars Lynch, or anybody else, that would prejudice
independent consideration of the wholdquestion. It may e

observed that the proposed concesiion could not come into
actual
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¥
3%)
actual operation until after the war, as controlover
navigation muai, as long as hostilities dre in progreas,
remain in the hands of the military. In d\o meantine, Lord
Incheape is willing to open business at Bashdad a$ ouce,
apparently without asking for definite pledres as to the
future; and there would seenm to be sirong groundsfor
encouraging him to do so, wethout prejudice to the ultimate
decision on the queation of monopoly.

(2) Bapking (paragraphs 7576 of Heport;paragraph 14 of
Suwasary) ‘This i3 a guestion of imuense importance in the
future interests of trade. It is clear that present

banking arrangenents in Vesopotamia will have zogner or

later to be strengthened, and Mhﬂn would be

~advantage in enlisting’ the powerful liackay interest & this

Lord Inchcape's willingness to interest himself in
Urbamadmeteal Lo m seems to afford an additional
gqroument in favour of allowing his firm to obtain an
immediate footing at Bashdad,

(3) Irxrigation A "Directorate of Irrigation" has
recently been created, with the Civil Comsissioner's
concurrence, under the military aathorities. lothing further
can be done for the promﬂnt.;m%t)\o way lasts, the
interesta of irripgation must necessarily be mbordinated %o
those of river tranaport.
(4) Commmications. The appointment of a “Comamioation
Board® must also stand over; for the time being the
requiresents of military ef—widddasy transport are paramount
() Ldugation. OSteps are already being taken for the
appointwent of a whole-time of ticer, a3 recomended by the
Comni asioners.
(6) ‘The establistment of a [og-ercial Juremy (paragraph
23 ofReport; paragraph O of Swasary) and the creation of &
Deparigent
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eparigent of Asricultu Q(Pn.rwz.raph 33 of Neport: pararraph
6 of Sum ar,) are two matiers in which early action would
apoear both practicable nnd desirable, It is underssood
that the Hoard of Trade could probably nominate a suitable
officer for the poat of Commercial Adviser or Intelligence
0fficer, if the proposal commended itself to the local
authorities and to !lis Uajespy's Covernuent.

As regards agriculture, it is recomised that , during
the confinuance of the Var, the activitiea of the proposed |
Department would be limited. Ju t the agricultural possibili tis|
of llesopotamia are 30 immense that it seems desirable to

initiate with as liulle delay as pos:ible the orpanised
study of such important guestions as the improvement of
existing methods, the proviasion of suitable agricultural
machinery etc., In regard to one branch of the subject =
cotton= action has already been taken, and the whole question
of- cotton cultivation in Yiesopotamia is now under exmaination
by the Tmpire Cotton Orowing Comsitiee,
Ge It i3 moat desiragle that the officer who is to be sent out
to confer with Jir I's Cox should be in full posseasion of the
Comzittee's views on the above important points; but it lmx does
: not seem neceasary to wait for the proposed comference before
bringing this branch of the subject %o the notice *mn local
authorities. It is thersfore suzrested that the 3ecretary of Utate
for lndia should be authorised to telegsaph at once to the Viceroy
and 8ir P. Cox, on the lines indicated in the foremoing paragraphs,
(1) urging the desirability of consolidating British cormercial
interests;(2) inviting assent to the proposal that Lord Incheape's
firm should be illowed to open at once at Bughdad, without prejudice §
to the gueation of a navigation monopoly; and (3) comending to
favourable conaideration the pweposed eatablishoent of a Gomsercial
Buresu and a Departwent of Asriculture,

L O ARSI WU T | YT, W

Political D'r;rwnt {Intld) J.E.S.

India Office
Gth February 1918.
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