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This printed memorandum is a note, dated 10 January 1918, prepared by John Evelyn Shuckburgh, Political
Department of the India Office, for a meeting of the Middle East Committee on 12 January 1918, concerning
British policy towards Bin Saud [‘Abd al-‘Aziz bin ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Faysal Al Sa‘id (Ibn Saud)], the Emir of
Nejd [Amir of Najd]. The note includes an overview of Ibn Saud's importance and status in the Arabian
Peninsula vis-a-vis British policy and other Arabian leaders, including King Husain [Husayn bin ‘Alf al-
Hashim1] of the Hedjaz [al-Hijaz,] and Bin Rashid [Ibn Rashid]; Harry St John Bridger Philby's mission to Ibn
Saud at Riadh [Riyadh]; arms, ammunition and monetary allowances given to Ibn Saud; and the opinion of Sir
Reginald Wingate against arming Ibn Saud.
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0
of the lledjaz, the most Laportant e rabi
mluluhg? fie wields @0“" tg,t‘%mu g u:' terior
and the cosat; the district of lejd in ‘his is
(Ri {mnmtod. liea in the of Cen a, aad,

! 913, he been in occupation of the ex-turkish province
Hasa on the 'afﬂuPoruum{f., e had no relations
:3:.!; Bin.aui be n“ﬂu war; but ah;m ter its outbre
tures were m:l hﬁ an Jhake
was sent in the Autumn o Lﬂ‘uf' .;fbn ﬂ- 4
Eventuall 1518, a formal treaty

but inln-r the

object lf ghliko t.o.hs: x Jhor(
cult to secure

cauge, the result ia o rmko it very ditfi
effective
common Turkish enes As i3 perhaps onl; natural
a tendency to take Bin Saud's part and Cairo that
lusain,

Mwn

£° 1vical mission from liesopotamia (under P!ﬁlby)
r««.-n ly visited Bin Jaud at his headgquarters, 1t w as .o
mn b--n oined there by a 3imultaneous miasion from Fgypt
under lir rra; but owing to difficulties made by King muh
about ?lvine afe conduct through his t»rrhoriu the latie

art o 2rogrann- had unfortunatel, t.o be cancelled, 'fho

saion had nnin ebJ-ctn. viz:= (1) to promote betier

cooperation between Lhe two chi-h even againat their

relations between and King Husain; and (2) to induce
tha former to u.ka s moro aeun part in uustim; his fellow-

u?inn the Turks, Object flo, (1 3 been large!
stulitified by the non-arrival of the o ﬁc-n from 'ho
v.n %0 have gu ked up a 'Io az repregentative

ceeded with to Riadh, As rﬂpﬂh ( 3

d as n result of his converaitions wi wnt tie

h ter has siven’ adequate l.uhuu« in

ams, %o 11 a8 15,000 men for an attack upon Hml
headjuarters of his great rival, Bin Nashid, Wio has definitely
idengified himself with the Turka, Bip Seai’s

requirenents for this purpose were mu—w a8 lows:~
3 teta o™

2 with necensary smmunition.
10,000 rifles -~

£50,000 a
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£60,( v umnth for period of the operations ( dee,
vuaty = . une 191 5)  Uertain milit 'u'?' g;gﬂg:l wuld also oe
reguired, in Jaud ab the same tine threw cut hants remardin:
ia Tuture political status and 2oemd to have made a gpecial
int of the introduetion of a distinctive copper coinape for
fejdy Hr I'nilby exprassed himaelf as vary couhd-nt. uhat
some hing big can ba achieved in the desired direction on the
wasin of the proposala made®; Wit ne e sted a2 an Aleemntive
~in ecage {Lig-k rqnat. r'a Gswmx’m aughined tw s loas amdibious
arogranse <= that he should b iziven ciscrelion %0 make dales
%o bin Jsud ug 0 # aaxiwun of 26,000 “for minor objects
*agtually senlaved 0 my satdalaction®,

4o On_the otier hand, Sir 1, Wimmate i3 surenely apainat
arming Bin Saud on a larpe scale, as likely to pr»cipltav» u
conflict 7ith King Musaine e balieves Ein 'axuq be much
weaker uhen has been ropreae; at.nd, end dues jiot T ’nrd e capture
of linil n3 an abject of aul'icient lLuportance te warrant
paying Bin Saud a “blan’ cheque* fof its nccom lisluent, "‘ha
i Covernment of India are acainst the couplete elimination of
; ﬂin Raanid, on the ground tool it wudld deprive 3in Jaud of
aormal ocuupstion, and wuld tend to upset the *balance of
“power® between the latier mad Hw' ilusaine mwy nccordlu:
r ‘comsmd bhat Soud should be *k gt in play* m
m t that should pct be suppirdd otrervise vary
& paring {::nr th mu u mild ¥y Paron. wel,

rmm-n réed by the India ofﬂm
It b ﬂut wo have al pdd cunsideralla
Nm st ¥ yourn "“"')’ .
000 to h .vl n Janus 917 m‘-mtod him an
al Lowance £8000 a -o-ih or & montns., v XXX has alao

been fumhhod with rifles, smwmnision ete. It canuvot be

said Ghat we have had much roturn for our auney, iin Saud way

'wrhapl claim that he has held L.zn Rashid in check and has

V"n’wd him from piving e{{relive help to the Turks; but

on the positive side, his achisvessnis have bheen nimost m}
efore squsncering ore aney upon nim, it seeas as well

ve sure Loat we realiy need id cooperation or tanld, if

obtained 1t3 rezulis will b» wortn the wige, The Pf‘l"ct of e
wheatibe Canpaismn on ‘.‘n \rabinn situation must not he over- -
looked, £ ceneral Allenby's immediate plans this Departaent

has of course no knowledrs ut it has always be assuaed

that, a3 a0on =23 circuasiances perait, hw will make an stieupt
to cut the jiejag railiway (4‘om bie Jor %an valley, should he
succeed to doing s, it ia ficuly to see how the Turks
could muinia in their po u"‘ n in te~in 2, or st any other point
en the Southern 3ection of ihe line, or-waak choice would be
1911‘. them but a seueral evacusiion of tordh West ipebis. ¥ith

their dissanperanegs, Lin Hashid's day would oe over and we
co\xld impo3e upon him what terus we chose. in other words
pdven govtion rihun, innluﬂ wiik8 {82 to the porbablhty of
ch the ar 0ffice regreaeniativea e inmun 3poak£ Ry
o alsost automa sicaliy toa Inr¥ e wiach it 1s
proposed %o pay kim iin Jaud beavil vu,mspi.nh - with augh
dubsous prospecis of succesas.

w 1t be observed that the policy ol Ghe *pulance of
,owr'(r: Iwh i3 supporied bota i‘ w Goverpment of [udia and
By et Yingate has Lhis sﬂludvmumm t.ha.t its m?‘(-i‘m
canuot Tail to entangle ua sowe exiend Cm‘cra tica of
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tral rasia®, his may be l“..v'k_,‘(‘,),n.' but 16, there

thi ¢ 3aid for the elimination i¥iin Nashid, that it
ill leave only two persons to be seriousipxsuxim reckoned
A in Central ind Hortae m Opabia (Bin tsud snd ¥ing Jusain)

if
ii

yun of whow owing to each pessessing 2 seaboa: ¥ili be
en Lo preiure on our part in its elfective form,
)
Il ) Jeiebe
Yoiivicas Densrimend
ndia 0 {fice
1oth January 1918,
-
.
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