
This PDF was generated on 18/01/2022 from online resources of
the Qatar Digital Library

The online record can be viewed at:
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x0002eb

It contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and transcriptions.

'The Future of Constantinople'

Holding Institution British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers

Reference IOR/L/PS/18/B306f

Date(s) 8 Jan 1919 (CE, Gregorian)

Written in English in Latin

Extent and Format 1 file (1 folio)

Copyright for document Open Government Licence

About this record

The file contains the observations of Edwin Samuel Montagu (Secretary of State for India) on a previous
memorandum by Lord Curzon on the future of Constantinople. It covers the question of Indian Mohammedan
opinion, and the lack of Muslim representation of India in the Councils of the Empire; and argues against
turning the Turks out of Constantinople as it would cause resentment in India and be viewed as an anti-Muslim
action.

Cover page

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x0002eb?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000000833.0x0002eb?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload#share


'The Future of Constantinople' [158r] (1/2)

3 d> 

Circulated by tha Secretary 
of State for I ndia. 

SECRET. 
' 

The Future of 
Constantinople. 

Ob 

Jvat 

a io C 

„r 
d L 

° 
rd CU,ZOn 

' 8 this subject 
and would offer 

a 
fee 

The very fact that the to consideration, 
them without excitement is only 

a 

testimonv^of 

die 

f 

t 

‘“i," 

31 
' 

T 
e 

l,een borne b > md does 
not mean 

in the least that 
tee has 

u 
t0 British Throne temporal and spiritual allegiance which has oh 

et 

I 

T* 

il 
conHl(;t between theii 

are 
entitled.to recognition of their demeanour 

n ’ 
' P ““ 

tllem 
a s «vere strain. They 

be 
an act of ingratitude and of cynicism 

to 

suv'to d"* 
a,Ml it 

' 
v0,,ld 

sl 
'relv loyal because 

you did 
not show 

more 

ZuT 

\ ^ '''ere so 

“ 

Biped 
us m our war, because 

you have 
•„ 

‘'if 
1, 

’ oca " so you have ".s, n? 

v"" 

sra 
>" 

t^Tsrt 

we 
have 

not got to allow him to regard 

himseTf T' 

t0 
‘ "' 

itl1 him iir inlv, 
U was 

for that 
reason that I have 

always 

been m.xions 

7 
tril ‘">Phant, 

and Mesopotamia 
and Arabia, 

and that 1 
am so 

anxious tht 

^'^i 
h 'i 

CO " 
nection "Ith 

to 
obey completely tlie terms 

imposed 
upon him in th 10 S ,0 

'" 1 be 
com 

pelled 
But 

we are not 
turning 

the Austrians 
or 

the Gem 
„s 

C ° 
ncluded wit h him. 

see 
why 

we 
should for these purposes turn 

the 

Turk 
om 

If 

1 

■' he "'. 1 «'o not the Indian Mohammedan has sanctity 
or reverence f r 

“f 

fa 
P ltaI 

- 

It is not that ought 
not to deal tins blow to a 

Mush'm Power when 
( ,' jnsta 

"tmople 
; it is that 

we as81sta nce 
of Muslim 

arms and T l i 
we 

. 

liav ̂  achiev pd victory 
over l 

rime 
Minister himself said 

: “ 
We 

are not liMiti u ‘ 

yuind 
the Cabinet that the 

and again “Great Britain did 

notThXtSfc 

0 ' 
l 
! 
l>nVe 

^ 

of 
lurks 

m 
the homeland of the Turkish 

race 
with 

its° f i 
' 
lrku y' or 

°f the 
I would add that 

notwithstanding 
the self 

restr 

iint'ff 

'' 0 “‘ lstail tinople.” during 
the war, 

notwithstanding 
the active 

DarBcTmri 

0 
f 
U, .; 

VIu 
® 
hln fellow-suhjects 

theatres, 
it has been impossible 

to include 
n 

If, 

i 
P 0 

Muslim troops in many pation 
in 

tlie Councils of the Empire, 
This\iohit 

1 h' '* P 
|' 
eSentat 

' Ve ° 
f [nilla i' 

1 
partici- 

notice 
in many communications from 

Jndi! 

i ‘ 
ln x el 

! 
collf >t a 

ntly brought 
to my something 

of such great interest 
to Ishni it “ 

1?°"’ 
‘ W 

' 
e are 

,leal ‘ng with consider Islamic 
interests 

all th, 
0 , 0 

'?'i L 

s 
the 

"m 

t0 behove 
^ to represented 

in our 
Councils. ecause the Muslims 

are not 
directly 

despite these 

argunmnte" ̂r'es* 

he 

sm" 

thaUve 

T™ 

tll<! Turk °. ut ot 
Constantinople 

Lord Curzon has stated 
n 

fairly tlm 

a^,„ 

e n t for "'’ 6 
i 
80 ” 16 

. 
sa 

tisfactory alternative, 
difficult question that I would venture to 

sov 
that 

, 
an 

- 
v 

solution of this s.mply because 
we can 

find 
no 

satilctm 

.altei 

.Vt 

ve 
' d 

1161 
' 

^ 

the 

1 

Turk there 
I do not 

regard 
tt as 

vital that the navi.ration of the 

ItVa-l 
f° 

• 
,nea “ 

b T this that 
the Sea of Marmora and the Bosphorus 

shoi d in f 

^1’ 

IUC,ndln « the Dar 
' 
la '>«Be8, 

to the ships 
of all nations, 

nor 

™St 
L tH 

I ' 
>P 

M 

i'" f*"* 
aud 

™ territory that they 
now occupy in Europe. 

But I 

fJ 

. 

k8 
8 
. 

h ?' ,ld b< i lel 

r 
* * uy of tlle 

argues that America is unlikely 
to accent the dm 

'n 
P 
u 
lllt 0l 

, 
lt tbat Lord Curzon 

to any other great Power anti to a 
small neutral 

Stti' 

° 
, S 

, 
l0 ' v 

, 
8 

clearl 

- 
v 
' 

the objections 

an 
international Commission, 

but he 
sugtrests that it 6 

’’^ 
h 

® 

Vf 

to lal1 back upon with the Turks still in Constantinople 7 r** 

1 “P 0SSlble to conceive of this 
which he suggests 

were 
adopted, 

it would 

probahlvVf‘'l 

< 

t i 
UrZ0 “ 

,hat 
'! 

tbe reined y 
to 

Clinstianity. 
Now to my mind it is 

not-i 

tupuT 
uta,i ^ 

le return of San Sophia 
the actual condition of affairs and it 

seems tn ° ° 
■ 

V^ 

01 ̂ ; ]t 18 a 
question of 

the Mosque 
of San Sophia 

or 

^ 

me that to interfere with 
anti-Muslim 

act. 1 
am 

perfectly certain tint 
. 

,)Ulht J 
. 
e re 

garded 
as a 

deliberate 
the Turk on, of 

ConstaE® ^dX v^‘ 

be 
, 
,h 

° 
Ught ? 

f ‘"^"8 

and I therefore ask whether 

ft 

ivorth wWle to i 

nnot 

1 

e'lS irom c!'" 

' U 

h 
„,. 

,,;-a 

Sth January 1910. 

10 SS 31 20 
1/19 

E. S. M. 

1Reference: IOR/L/PS/18/B306f. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100029571316.0x000002

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100029571316.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'The Future of Constantinople' [158v] (2/2)

2Reference: IOR/L/PS/18/B306f. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100029571316.0x000003

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100029571316.0x000003?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

