suilgll ha aris
Qatar National Library

This PDF was generated on 19/01/2022 from online resources of

the Qatar Digital Library

The online record can be viewed at:

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000001452.0x0002d6

It contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and transcriptions.

'Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country.

Holding Institution
Reference

Date(s)

Written in

Extent and Format

Copyright for document

About this record

By J. D. Rees’

British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers
Mss Eur F112/375

Oct 1885 (CE, Gregorian)

English in Latin

1 volume (23 folios)

Open Government Licence

The volume consists of the printed notes taken by John David Rees, Under-Secretary to the Government of
Madras, during his journey between Kasveen [Qazvin] and Hamadan, Persia [Iran]. The notes were printed by the
Government Press at Madras [Chennai], in October 1885.

The volume contains a map on folio 4 showing the route of Rees’s journey. At the end of the volume is an
itinerary of the journey with details of distances and directions.

Cover page


http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000001452.0x0002d6?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000001452.0x0002d6?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload#share

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

‘Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country. By J.
D. Rees’ [front] (1/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000002



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

‘Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country. By J.
D. Rees’' [back] (2/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000003



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000003?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

‘Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country. By J.
D. Rees’ [spine] (3/54)

!

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000004



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000004?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qat;r th::;l Library . R
Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country. By J.

D. Rees' [edge] (4/54)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000005



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000005?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qat;r Ng;t{:r?;l Library . R
Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country. By J.

D. Rees' [head] (5/54)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000006



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qat;r th:ﬁ;l Library . R
Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country. By J.

D. Rees' [tail] (6/54)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000007



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000007?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar National Library

D. Rees’ [front-i] (7/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000008



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000008?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar National Library

D. Rees’ [2r] (8/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000009



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000009?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar National Library

D. Rees' [2v] (9/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000a



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar National Library

D. Rees' [3r] (10/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000b



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar National Library

D. Rees' [3v] (11/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000c



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

LIBRARY

HS1LI¥g

s 46 s0 &5 48 3 -
_w. 5 1 1 O 111014
B : OKASVEEN H
Ll
0 [ Z»PHU ? Mashaldor 5
= ultanabads, Y, . oBulbulabad e
8 . : K adim abad QP itstian i
N of* a journey : Searsian g&\}}\ §
5 _ o i banay o«.\mwuﬂ«,@& § 5
5 > AT UsseLIabdaa o Logct. | 2
; from K asveery to Haomadan e Q Jhamplhd ™ | w
S5 Ardakh, 2 i =
el | 3 2 B 70 ! 36
i Scale.12 Miles| 1Inch7sosz0- hulrumabade : 0
A , g
m wwm _P:w::w - m,b .Iwmoz:rmm Muw
- = — U
= hi i
= sof] 50
3, A i
"t A g
M 45 5 mﬁw
° 2 . i
© i Sl Gy i
N=| 3 R . L
m . Kuwlan; p YAl \\. wal Has
I & ,\Nawww \% -
2 3 , et
c = i
o M =
o N O
w 30 M mwo
© 8 i
2 i ik
25 2 o5
m M =25
£ - B,
> 20 1] F 20
o 5
c = L]
= s X
= | 15 5 s Kowschkoi i 15
o § et : -
— =| Axa . =
© N 0
5 w0 NeH e
g
i I g .
= 4 i o
i REFERENCE g
35K < .-
m 5 Authors rewle, red line.......... mwlmu
! m Places fiaced by awthor, thus..... . Kulangeen w
55 . i 55
. m =|
so ] M s0
B I
1145 ‘\.E.::v'm:l:: _.,_=!-_i_:..s.:.::.:_m
4c slo w_m 5
Projected an@plotted by M7 W Starr, Civil Asst, néral Survey O *
Delarled and printed by M7 A Humpkreys, Draflsman. . s .M«MN.HMW@MMM«

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

12

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000d

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

D

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

'Map of a journey from Kasveen to Hamadan’ [4v] (2/2)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qotar KationalLir
’ ‘Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country. By J.

D. Rees' [5r] (14/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000f



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x00000f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qotar KationalLir
’ ‘Notes of a journey from Kasreen to Hamadan across the Karaghan country. By J.

D. Rees' [5v] (15/54)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000010



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100108614000.0x000010?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd dyisa
Qatar National Library

P,

kuomy iﬁ[‘:;
g by
80 h]‘ Y Imﬂ]ﬂ
d‘ el%whgm h
g Ab-i.m o
B et o o

Placs Dt |

I M o hm
14¥ infee,
iir e f
have ben f y
1t & e, Noy,
ad i i g
ugh th pli
Persi, th doer

bat the Bt |

Teventapperin.
s on fhis ik
Jan, nd e

the Elbus rgt
dlilhmmvwd
Mgmnfxir
| to do fis 0
v

|hﬂe Ny m@mu

D. Rees' [6] (16/54)

FROM KASVEEN TO HAMADAN, 3

beaten track, to the country to the east of it, and to the coast of
the Persian Gulf. Not that the most barren regions of Persia
that are inhabited do not well support the scanty population that
dwells therein.

Again, if portions of the country are shown to be more fertile
and populous than is commonly supposed, and good reasons are
shown for believing that others resemble them, it is, I think, a
fair inference, that the number of the inhabitants of the country
is proportionately under-estimated.

For many years the population was given in official returns at
less than 5,000,000, though Mr. Binning in 1850 estimated it at
8,000,000. Within the last four years it has been raised to
7,653,600 from an estimate made by an officer in the Shah’s Gov-
ernment of admittedly the roughest possible character. No one
perhaps is more competent to guess than the officer referred to,
but a guess is a guess, and until all the unknown tracts have been
traversed and described it is futile to makean estimate. A small
and well-populated tract will make up for a large patch of desert.
1t is quite possible that another five millions, and not two and a half,
should have been added to the old estimate. The Persian officials
have no ideas on the subject, and supply no data on which reliance
can be placed. As an instance of the trustworthiness of such
estimates as have been made, I may mention that the average
population is considered to be 7 per square mile now that the total
population is estimated at 7,653,600, just as it was when the
estimate was 4,400,000. Such instances might be multiplied.
How can the population of the villages be set down at 3,780,000
when villages without number have never been visited by any
official above the grade of a menial servant? Till 1881 it was as
confidently asserted that the inhabitants of villages and country
districts numbered 1,700,000. Is it probable that the country
population should be so small as 8,780,000 in a country of such
enormous extent—that extent, too, being probably under-esti-
mated—where the necessaries of life are so cheap that large flat
flaps of excellent bread form the table of the poor as well as
their food, and where want is, the rare seasons of famine ex-
cepted, absolutely unknown ? With these prefatory remarks as to
impressions received before I left the road and confirmed on my
journey, I proceed to note down the observations made on the way.
I had a prismatic compass, a watch, and an aneroid barometer with
me. Scanty materials for the roughest survey, yet I am informed
on the best authority that much of the existing map of Persia rests
on observations taken in this manner. A thermometer could not
be obtained in the capital of the Shah, and I have in consequence
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| 4 NOTES OF A JOURNEY .
| ‘dce.wrﬂ“lewer
! no readings by which my barometrical observations can be cor- \ b Fﬂsw parded
| rected. I have given the estimate in feet corresponding to bég,l“ capriCi"“s
I the degrees marked. The heights given are mere rough approxi- odlbrib 000
| mations. I shall enter the mileage in the margin so as to o i ottt
| preserve an uninterrupted narrative, the observations taken being ”ﬁﬂnd pobad 7
more clearly shown in the map annexed to these notes and in Ifonlf ihat be ¥
the itinerary, and I will now ask my reader to imagine himself { my%; e
| with me at Kasveen after having been jolted in a tarantasse over oy e 1
! the 98 miles that intervene between that place and Teheran, This [ w; panioﬂ
is fortunately the only stage in Persia that can be done on wheels. i :‘)d ol
A so-called carriage road has been lately made from Teheran to s & s
Kom also, but happily this was under water when I journeyed up. ] del "
A carriage road is, I fear, in Persia only an excuse for taking off tﬁ:]‘;il‘l?:f -

the post-horses and making the traveller drive, to his excessive |- o s £
discomfort and at an exorbitant cost. ‘ ‘ by Ab-or;

Kasveen was well known in old crusading times as the nearest Howrer i
town to the mountain retreat of the Chief of the Assassins, the e ot
0ld Man of the Mountains, in later times as the capital of Nadir the f gty 80
Shah, and in modern times as the birth-place of Zareen Taj, the bad been forgott
Crown of Gold, the ill-fated Hypatia of the Babees. Tet another 1

|
|
It has often been described, and I have nothing to say about it, ‘,[ 1t my obsern
1
\

but that an official of the place who had just returned from Mashad yalg, 3 b0 b
told me that even in that stronghold of Islam a large proportion of shwoltely witho
the people were Babees at heart, and that I met a Russian there ferms of absolnt
who had travelled all over Persia and Turkey (at whose expense | ledaltterfrom
was not clear) and who was now a Mussalman and a servant on fully concealed, |
7 some Rs. 20 a month to the Governor of Kasveen. The head- o ttendnt iguom
man of one of the divisions of the town told me much about the of confidence a1
} Babees, and said, with reference to the recent diplomatic differences g my vy,
} between Russia and England, that in Persia it was commonly | lomaditi
, believed that the English had set the Afghans up to fight the v gets fo
Russians. “In fact,”” he said, ‘“woS &y’ (paltik kardand). L s whiy
\ This was obviously the English word Politics. Asked what it ‘ Ttisthe ngtom
meant ; he said he understood it was the equivalent of &y el godg
(dirogh), a lie. | g
E No one here had travelled more than a parasang* or two south ¢ lindey by
| : : e s e
or south-west, and I experienced much difficulty in hiring two s | g
horses, one for myself and another for my modest effects and a man st gy rn;
I had picked up at Teheran, who professed to know something | Whey E‘Ile
| about the country. I had yet to learn that, during the month | edgre 4
i @ of Ramazan at any rate, wholesale bribery and offers of absurdly i t}?‘ of_P‘
; high remuneration will often fail to procure beasts of burden or mmg d t;:ehtt
&
ey
# Or farsakh, 4 miles. ‘ Wi ky
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8 NOTES OF A JOURNEY

Hence we made Ardakh, a large village, with fine vineyards
and orchards.

Yet another village, Saidabad, half the size of Ardakh and
with half its flocks, was reached before nightfall. Asking here
for shelter I was referred to ¢“ the white beards,” who seemed in
no hurry to present themselves. Finally I got a night’s lodging
with a ¢ Ghulam-i-Shah,” a slave of the Shah, that is, one of
his mounted non-descript retainers who spends half his time at
Teheran on duty and half his time in his village on leave. He
was a Turki, and the women of his family cooked some dinner for
me and conversed to some extent. I learnt the reason of the
shyness manifested on my arrival. The village had lately been
called on to supply recruits. I was a stranger, and probably
connected with something objectionable. It is enough to be a
stranger in these remote villages. To be also a Farangi merely
adds a thousandfold to curiosity and conjecture.

I learn here that the place near Siyadahan, called Kak on the
map, should be Kahak. Such mistakes are serious to the traveller,
for to the people there is almost as much difference between
Kak and Kahak as between Monmouth and Macedon. Herein
however I speak from hearsay.

The pay of my host was £10 a year plus rations when on
duty. He had to mount himself, but then he had a small property
in the village and perhaps no small pickings in the town. The
guest-chamber, if the expression be allowed, was not badly
carpeted, and the niches of the false windows were strewn an inch
thick with rose leaves. This must not be taken as a represen-
tative house. I dare say there was not another carpet in the
village of other than the commonest description.

In the morning the sick and halt all came for treatment. I
advised cold-water bathing for sore eyes, the commonest com-
plaint, and here I would express a pious wish that some of the
money lavished by the rich and philanthropic on ineffectual
missions to unheeding Islam could be applied to equipping and
despatching some medical man of fair ophthalmic skill to travel
among these people. In the pure unclouded atmosphere of
Persia the summer sun strikes down on the unprotected eyes of
the labourer—no other, save once in a way a reckless traveller,
braves its rays—with intolerable force. Diseases of the eye are
universal ; blindness very common. It is painful to see so much
suffering, to be asked for relief and to lack the power to give it
which the Farangi is ever thought to possess. In the towns in
Persia, common and unserviceable blue goggles can be bought
anywhere, but in the villages they are unknown. A supply of
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N
With g FROM KASVEEN TO HAMADAN. 9
i good glasses and medical advice to check incipient complaints
f by o would be an incalculable boon. : :
E‘E‘ oy Next morning, leaving Saidabad and a tangle of adjacent 19 miles.
AT villages, the bearings of which are given in the itinerary, we
“"ig]lt’slodmg passed on to Juveen, leaving a watercourse on the left and on
tatiy gy § the right a vineyard, only to get on to others which surrou'nd
'dSNIhj,m the village. Not to deface this too monotonous narrative with
lage o0 gy b statistics, Juveen is a walled village like the others : already
"dmd'mmm described, and with sheep and asses and horned cattle in much
the same numbers.
:e Mm]:':l;i b: From a hillock here the view across the plain northwards over
¢, ui iy B the wheat, the villages, and the orchard trees, to i:;he lof‘ty snow
i e; p:he capped Taldghén, is very like that from the Punjab railway at
mlgh. y Gujerat across to the Himalayas. Far away to the right the
18 Furaginesy snowy peak of Demavend is only just visible at a distance of over
i 120 miles, and dwarfed as it now is to small proportions, it allows
aliiliate the Elburz range as a whole to stand out in its true grandeur.
nsi e To the south the hills of Ramand, also capped with snow, shut in
iifereme v f the fertile plain we traverse.
Yicedn. frea The villagers of Juveen complained that they were called on
1 to pay more than the just dues of Government, because the Gov-
| ations v ernor had offered more than the usual payment into the royal
3 smal ppery treasury. They struck me as being in very fair circumstances,
o the toim ] and dotted around them were other villages which presented the
ut same appearance.
Lzﬂ“ﬁ Hardly are the crops of Juveen passed when Mahomedab?,d is
e § M reached, the only walled village, from the mud towers (?f which I
e et have had a conversation with the ladies who dwell within. They
were Turkis of course, Persian-speaking Turkis. My salaam was
i I returned ; my business asked. What did T make by this journey ?
for W‘:ﬁ;m‘ Certainly I might put their pictures in my note-book if I liked.
L i They might have added, if I could. My village was London was
Mwweﬁ:m it, and where was that? The men would probably have known y
o 00 ° i} it well by name. They were all outat work in the fields. Hence
wqmppmg“”[ , this undisturbed flirtation from the walls. The head-man, how-
jo s wm’”{ ever, soon appeared and said, Farangi, stay and breakfast here,
i iet Zf : we’ve water, shade, and all good cheer. It seemed a nice village,
,Prowwd"i” but I was as anxious to keep moving as he was to ask questions.
ok e A hillock, a village—Idrabad—the tomb of a saint—how
#ofﬁeeyet; ' plentiful they were of old in Islam—these passed, and the river
[nlwww-mu . Kharood is reached. This stream irrigates places the under-
'ertoglw,l ground channels do not reach, and helps in no small degree to
4 e ns? maintain throughout the fertility of the plain of Kasveen. There
l;;nbeb""gh; might have been half a foot of water in the centre of a bed some
A WPPly : ’ 2
!
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12 NOTES OF A JOURNEY

\ g I
} almond, and all kinds of fruit trees. Here my aneroid, which MTh}:big mi]i'tl
had stood at 4,500 at Ihrahimabad, had risen to 6,000. O’ioﬂ g cullt
The local estimate of the distance hence to Kasveen was 9 opll{_] al0tr
farsakhs. My calculation was 35 miles, which is as nearly as fam})ﬁe qudien
may be the same thing. The ascent was very gradual and could o oS
easily be made practicable for wheels. ug i ki
Before, during, and after dinner the usual process of cross- oo ! e
examining went on. I found it a very paying procedure to let el
the people examine me. One learnt so what their minds were E;wi:‘gmw 4
e

running on. il i

A villager who had lived in Teheran, and another who had 1 ond B

lived in the capital and Bushire, naturally became the spokesmen. pth anﬂ 1

i With the former, “ Is it true that all America (the young world) Troatd
I belongs to the Russians (Ooroos) ¢’ “ Very far from true ; much fged Wﬁhgmi
i of it belongs to the English ; none to the Russians.” “Ah, I heard st Busand
' differently in Teheran.”” “ Who is Shah of Hindustan? > ¢ Our bt *MR“SW
f Queen.” Sensation. “What about the brother of the King of st villages 10
| India who lives at Baghdad ?”’ “ He is not the king’s brother ; e, Dist Al
l. there is no such king. He is the relation of a king who for- | iy considenst
'f ' ) merly ruled over a very small portion of India.”” This referred to ‘ sgrds nd o
I the Nawab Ikbal-ud-doulah, who sat for ten days on the throne ¢ Dterg thelit
l’ . of Oudh. ‘Was India big ?”” “ Very, very big.” “How big ?”’ onf “ Did ou |
| “Twice as long and twice as broad as Persia, with twenty-five tillges bosst an)
times its population at the least, and with a dozen cities greater ad shoemaker-

than Teheran or Tabriz, and half a hundred larger than Ispahan.”’ found, The men

I had these facts ready, as such questions had occurred often s ; the wo

during my travels. I spoke the truth so far as I could find it out, Turkl woman no

f but what appeared so magnificent an exaggeration, completely Buopean sister
i upset my questioner, who said no more. diguie of fomg]
' The Bushire man then took me in hand and asked me much 4l we mach Hg
about the prices of the necessaries of life in England, marvelling al womad g

with the rest of the audience at the wealth of a people who could The puls ]:.

pay them. I did not tell him it is no uncommon thing for the ad o
poor there to suffer actual want in the midst of this wealth. He n TN
seemed worth examining in return, so I asked him—seeing I was glImgk

a mere traveller and no official, as they could see by the absence by ¢ dhia
of baggage and servants—to tell me the truth, did he and most ! vauoe o fom
of his countrymen like the Inglees. I begged him as a favour . i ‘the ligh
to give me his candid opinion. He did not like them, nor did " gy

his countrymen. Why ? In answer. ““ Do you like the Persians ? by iy
your candid opinion ?”” “ Well ” —pause—*‘ not the Persians of Ml Bardens,
the towns, because ”—“Enough; I see you don’t like them. | ggtmﬂ -
My reasons for not liking the English are the same as yours for belwltheriverf
not liking us.” U T a; i

S hﬁﬂd) ity %
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26 NOTES OF A JOURNEY

il e Sl
il of 2,000 to 3,000 inhabitants, my resting-place for the night, 12 : :fith attt
more miles had to be traversed, the latter portion of the journey "G 1
being over a grassy plain, covered with flocks and herds of sheep amcked
and cattle and camels. il it
These were slow long miles, and it was } past 9 on a dark !
night when our party of three souls got to t‘he village. .In | it
Ramazan, and in the country at most times, I think, the evening e
meal is eaten as soon as the redness of the setting sun fades out e
of the sky. At any rate every house was closed and we -segmed Pn.m B
no nearer shelter than when out in the plain. The muleteer fright- : gt
ened away by his roughness the only inhabitant we captured. ryAt W
After some loss of time and three ineffectual attempts to get a e
hearing through barred doors, the existence of a Ha:ji was men- f er]';ille(
tioned and to him we went. He did not refuse to dispense some are

Persian hospitality, remuneration being agreed on !oefore the door Hm}; o
was opened. The old man was, with his son, plucking rose le'aves, b Ogt"
a huge heap of which lay by his side. At § past 11 some dinner wit 01; |
* was produced. The old man would say nothing, but  It’s not of md
"= bad ? (emsn) and « There’s no harm ”’ (s\o o= =).  What sort This pla
' “‘» of a place was Mecca. ‘“ Not bad.” A very good thing to have ‘ the abon
1“ ) been there at any rate. ““No harm.” You must have a very high g 60, all to
o reputation in consequence. “Not bad.’ ?> Not another word Woulfl nof care £
L he utter. In the morning I said: “ I propose to give you this below, 1
i money as a small return for your hospitality.” There will be had 30 ¢
‘ no harm.” No, said I, “ It’s not bad.” We left him. Mouch of market 7
the Shah’s money, however, is bad, the new milled coinage being cov £

! of far inferior silver to the old picturesque and irregular kran. supplyof
Gold has disappeared from circulation, partly to be hoarded up wlch com

‘ and partly to pay for the great excess of imports over exports. Tiall

’ 120 miles. Passing the Gulyuga Dégh, a curious hill with a flat-topped bulletin ¢
table-shaped brother beside it, Janabad comes in sight, a small Tork

village with one single manufacturer, who makes blue stoneware s phste

saltcellars and had a blue plate let into the wall over his door Taskol

in the manner in which people delight in decorating their rooms T s

in more civilised countries. oo g

Near Janabad the track from Teheran to Hamadan passes, i )

and it was open to me go around the hills by the road or Wi

straight over them. Robbers were said to hang about the hill B h;

road, which is very lonely. Not much believing in the robbers I Au'abgd

decided on the latter route. « Cantabit vacuus,” said I. * But the b%]wea ‘

horses are mine,’” said the muleteer. & eit‘

124 miles. He had more reason to be apprehensive than I thought. A wifﬁ’.". Ui

farsakh further on, at Nudah, at the foot of the range of low hills Wh: ]1118 §

yet to- be crossed, we come on six mounted ghulams or troopers L fmz tlclon.

6§
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f 28 NOTES OF A JOURNEY
I s P
i 144 miles. Half a farsakh more and the plain is entered, and a new ' 1yt0i”
|l 3 Persia bursts on the astonished traveller far fairer than Shiraz, Y
the seat of learning, or Ispahan, the crown of Islam, or Teheran,
the foot-stool of royalty. Here in abundance and without alloy
1 are all the beauties which few and far between cheer the weary
‘ traveller as he posts or caravans through the endless plains and .
‘ : A 2 { Gynall 70
over the everlasting mountains of this vast country. 3 i
I wish I could do justice to the view of the approach to !
Hamadan on a June afternoon. How different to the neighbour- ta
hood of the capital, desert to the very walls, nay in part within T}‘w L3
them. Here, no sooner are the hills left behind than down through mfxed w1f
‘ vines you come to Surkhabad, where streams of crystal water | afion Of,&
Ui ripple over pebbly beds, past vineyards whose low walls do not : befre h1.n
ﬁ hide the light green foliage that rejoices in a milder sun. Huge of aforel!
i storks strut solemnly about the lanes knowing that no impious hand Abasuertt
! will cast a stone at the bird who yearly earns the Haji’s honoured The s
| name. Soft white clover lines the brookside, poppies as else- topof Elm
l where mingle gaily with the wheat, thyme scents the air, and in asses ode
'q‘ shady summer-houses slumber the comfortable dwellers in this creafure €0
t eastern Auburn. The river, wonder of wonders in this land of The ap)
“ ) ruins, is spanned by a neat and useable bridge that does not end 4 Tuckily I
f on either side in shallow water, and on the green banks feed fat ‘; into 1 from
!H' flocks and sprawl lazy shepherds. The orchards are loaded with it was a oy
1 fruit, as yet unripe. The labourers are at work in the fields, ‘ rich landse
their masters asleep, their women invisible, the shady lanes lifp for the
deserted but for the storks and the children, who love here, as all carved in 1
over the world, to dam up the water of the little rills and project ongp grand
it in tiny floods over the path. Ofthea
‘ | Between this and Hamadan are three villages no less beautiful ‘ The modem
i —DMehrabad, Amirabad, and Shuvareen—renowned for luscious containin
‘ grapes and situated on a slightly higher level whence the whole Tt are fx'
plain can be seen. No doubt long travel over desert wastes in a Manche tl
burning sun enhanced the concentrated beauty of this scene, but uld g der
in no case could it fail to strike the observer. Three successive o ﬁe g
ranges of mountains break off from Elwand, the old Orontes, L ; dbha
whose snowy top sparkles under the brightest of suns in the i ws%n s
purest and most cloudless of blue skies. On every side hills Ml rylfh?ue'
appear to shut in this favoured spot from the outside world, and The §lgh
ab the foot of the highest lies Hamadan, the ancient Ecbatana, Mordecal,w
hidden in trees. The afternoon sun grows milder, and a breeze, thnad, g
| cooled in its passage over the mountains, ripples over the sea of 4 angient, ¢
) tall waving wheat, which is broken only by clumps of fruit trees, ”.hal'&cterasi
vineyards and villages such as T have attempted to describe. . | bythe ,
The climate is no less superior to any other I have experienced o o
‘ 1 Them&um
1 : exltﬁredbya
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FROM KASVEEN TO HAMADAN. 31
i wmd) Wlth X
A precarious advancement to be obtained by taking part in public
lhe L) how:]“l! affairs in Persia. Of several houses he inhabits one, the others
i POllshed dhﬂ" being kept for guests of every rank and every nationality who
)mc% pass this way. Outside his door is daily a greater crowd of
lndh petitioners than waits at that of official authority, and for every
Yltsm b one is relief, redress, advice, or at least a kind word. Nightly 20
ol or 30 persons—some friends, some travellers, some poor of the
town—dine on his carpets, besides his household, which includes ‘

¢ w’ e sy a large number of devoted servants. Such influence and such a
b Vet g, g position as Haji Ahsan holds, I have not seen in the Hast,
10d tht th dissociated, as it is in bis case, from official rank. His father was
of the v British Agent, and he hopes his son will be, and if, as he says, his
ithing ooull be gy secure position is due to the shadow of the Britith Government,
slimatic eondty that Government is no less fortunate in having so admirable a

{ Persia, Nthi representative in so remote a spot.
A journey of some 60 miles of mostly stony hills, wherein
e middleof e fom the heat of a July sun was well nigh unbearable, brought me to
and one of he mi - the frontier where no traveller or caravan is allowed to proceed

without an escort of two troopers. This would be pleasant
confned s eerze enough for company’s sake could they, as they rarely can, talk
anything but Turki.

m:;;nz Pmt; Kasr-i-Sheereen, the frontier station, is soon reached, and here
o ﬂ;P a famous robber chief, Jawan Meer Khan, takes over the duty
s of escorting the traveller to a lonely watch-tower on the road
" s to Khanakin, whence two Turkish troopers see him on to that
o, od oyt town.
Kﬂ!dlsmlm ? Just now Jawan Meer Khan robs nobody whose complaints
et nghdnd might embarrass the Persian Government, which indeed pays him,
it wsed 0 B Omf I am told, 3,000 tomans, about £1,000, a year, for guarding the
1 Gorempét » frontier. When my companion, a man of Kermanshah, and I got
showeverlﬂwns: to his stronghold—he has a fort in good condition—he was lying
d by firBo 4 on a stone seat covered with cushions, on the banks of the river,
e 012 be;mﬁa smoking his water-pipe in the moonlight and talking to his little
ib & son.
dl’e g;{ﬂe, b o My companion slipped off and kissed his hand as he rose to
| ‘ receive us, a fine specimen of humanity, of unusual height and
dothe,pwd strength, aged perhaps 45, and covered, I am told, with the scars
-~ ninglw, of wounds, though I did not notice them in the moonlight. On
e d‘emww“ the way I had asked the Kermanshahi if Jawan Meer Khan was
ed, thecenwiby“ one of the grandees (buzurgan) of the country. ¢ Certainly.”
i ;pji LA ““But >’ perversely, “is he not a robber ?”” “Certainly, but a
o, I g great robber.”
grrs ¥ ﬂr‘ ol For many years this Kurdish chief has played Turks against
,hig}l c:ﬂch me,chagz Persians and Persians against Turks, robbing on both sides pretty
mo? ple;w
18 oWnpw i
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