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Narrative report on surveys conducted in south-west Persia [Iran]. The structure of the report is in two
parts. The first part concerns British relations with Arabs, Persians and the Bakhtiaris [Bakhtiyaris] during
the reconnaissance of south-west Persia. The second part contains reports of routes leading into Bakhtiari
country from the south-west. In addition, there is an appendix containing an account of a journey across the
Bakhtiari mountains during 1890-91, which is written by Major Bruce, 19th Bengal Lancers.

The report is by William Daniel McSwiney. The survey work was carried out by Assistant Surveyor Imam Sharif,
Khan Bahadur [Imam Sharif, Khan Bahadur].

The report contains the following illustrations:

* ‘Reconnaissance Sketch of The Dizful [Dezful] Bridge.’ (f 10)

* ‘Reconnaissance Sketch of The Khushi Khana on the right bank of the Ab-i-Diz [Rudkhaneh-
ye Dez], which commands the town of Dizful.’ (f 14)

« ‘Distant View of the Snow Covered Bakhtiari Mountains looking East from Dizful, November

1890.’ (f 16)

* ‘View of the River Ab-i-Diz as it flows into the “Gorge” on the north side of the Kilah
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Shahid.’ (f 18)

* ‘View of the Country Over the Plan of Dumakail looking east from the highest point on
Kilah Shahid.’ (f 20)

* ‘One of the Broken Bridges Over the Ab-i-Diz at Pul-i-Kul.” (f 24)

* “The Fort of Sar-i-Dasht [Sar Dasht, Khuzestan, Iran].’ (f 26)

* ‘Broken Bridge East End of the Tungi Baba Ahmad [Baba Tungi, Afghanistan].’ (f 29)
* View of the Valley of Mal-i-Mir, December 1890.’ (f 36)

« ‘Bakhtiari Hut Built into the Side of the Hill at Chardeh, in which Major Bruce and
Lieutenant W. D. McSwiney were snowed up in December 1890. (f 38)

* ‘Doorway of Above Hut.” (f 38).
The report also contains the following:

* ‘Reconnaissance Survey of S.-E. Bakhtiari Country, May 1891, Surveyed by Assistant
Surveyor Imam Sharif, K.B., Survey of India Department, superintended and assisted by Lieut. W. D. McSwiney,
7th Dragoon Guards.’ (f 2)

* ‘Reconnaissance Survey of S.-E. Bakhtiari Country, May 1891, Surveyed by Assistant
Surveyor Imam Sharif, K.B., Survey of India Department, superintended and assisted by Lieut. W.D. McSwiney,
7th Dragoon Guards.’ (f 3)

* ‘Reconnaissance Survey of S.-E. Bakhtiari Country, May 1891, Surveyed by Sub-Surveyor

Imam Sharif, K.B., Survey of India Department, superintended and assisted by Lieut. W.D. McSwiney 7th
Dragoon

Guards.’ (f 4).

* ‘Plan of Dizful’ (f 42).
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CUSTODY AND DISPOSAL OF SECRET BOOKS. REPORTS, &C.. ISSUED BY THE
INTELLIGENCE BRANCH, QrR. MR. GENL.’S DEPT. IN INDIA.
S e T

The attention of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief having been called
to the want of system in the custody, use and disposal of secret works, &c., His
Excellency desires that in future the following regulations may be strictly
adhered to :—

(a) Officials to whom works of a secret nature are issued, will be held person-
ally responsible for their safe custody, and they must be very careful to keep
them under lock and key : and under no circumstances to leave them where they
are likely to be observed by people who should have no access to them. They
will submit half-yearly (on the 1st January and 1st July) to the Intelligence
Branch a return showing that such matter is still in their possession.

(b) When an official to whom a secret work has been issued vacates his
appointment or is transferred or proceeds on duty or leave (out of India for any
period, or in India for any period exceeding 3 months), all secret works in his
possession if held in his official capacity must be personally made over to his
successor (be he temporary or permanent). and a report submitted to the Intelli-
gence Branch by the officer handing over the issues showing that this has been
done. The following is the form of report to be made :—

Certified that I have this day delivered over to
following secret works issued to me by the Intelligence Branch—

< N REMARKS.
No. Full Title of work. h‘;)élgf Ao g Explaining reason of

copies. :
B handing over.

Place and date. Signature. oo S R
Signature of 1eceiting OffiCer-...cccceieioniiiiiiiiianiatsnanssesenes

In tge gase of officers qf the District Staff these reports must be sent through
the G. O. C.

(¢) In thecase of an official leaving his station under circumstances other than
above stated, it is optional for him to hand over the secret works in his charge
to another officer with the above prescribed formalities, but if he does not do so,
he is as responsible for them during his absence as he is during his presence at
his station.

(d) Personal or complimentary issues of secret works will be held by the
recipient until his departure from India, when the secret matter will be returned
to the Intelligence Branch for safe custody, or special permission obtained for
its retention.

JAMES BROWNE, Major- General,

Army Head Quarters, }
Quarter Master General in India.

Simla, 1-10-1391.
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Custody and disposal of secret hoos, reports, &o., issued by the
Intelligence Branch, Qr. Mr. Genl’s Dept. in India.

—_——

The attention of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief having been called
to the want of system in the custody, use and disposal of secret works, &e.,
His Excellency desires that in future the following regulations may be strictly
adhered to :—

(a) Officials to whom worlks of a secret nature are issued, will be held person-
ally responsible for their safe custody. and they must be very careful to keep
them under lock and key ; and under no circumstances to leave them where they
are likely to be observed by people who should have no access to them. They
will submit half-yearly (on the lst January and Ist July) to the Intelligence
Branch a return showing that such matter is still in their possession.

(5) When an official to whom a secret work has been issued vacates his
appointment or is transferred or proceeds on duty or leave (out of India for any
period, or in India for any period exceeding 3 months), all secret works in his
possession if held in his official capacity must be personally made over to his ‘
successor (be he temporary or permanent), and a report submitted to the Intelli-
gence Branch by the officer handing over the issues showing that this has been
done. The following is the form of report to be made :—
Certified that I have this day delivered over 0----oeemeomeeomeeoeeee e , the
following secret works issued to me by the Intelligence Branch—

RrMARES.
No. Full Title of work, l%’(;l:'f g;;i:sf. Explaining reason of

handing over.

Place and date. Signature.---
Signature of receiving officer.

In the case of officers of the District Staff these reports must be sent through
the G. O. C.

(c) In the case of an official leaving his station under circumstances - other
than above stated, it is optional for him to hand over the secret works in his
charge to another officer with the above prescribed formalities, but if he does not
do s0, he is as responsible for them during his absence as he is during his pre-
sence at his station.

(d) Personal or complimentary issues of secret works will be held by the
recipient until his departure from India, when the secret matter will be returned
to the Intelligence Branch for safe custody, or special permission obtained for
its retention.

Army Head Quarters, } James BrowNE, Major-General,
Simla, 1-10-91. ;

Quarter Master General in India.
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PREFACE.

——

The report is in two portions.

The first treats of our relations with the Arabs, Persians, and
the Bakhtiaris, during the reconnaissance in South-West Persia.

The second contains the detailed road reports of routes leading
into the Bakhtiari country from the south-west, with an appendix,
containing an account of a journey across the Bakhtiari mountains
in the winter of 1890-91 by Major Bruce, 19th Bengal Lancers.

It is based on personal observations and information derived
from sources mentioned in the account which, I have every
reason to believe, are fairly correct.

The survey work was carried out by Assistant Surveyor Imam
Sharif, Khan Bahadur, who was placed under my orders.

SIMIA; W.D. McSWINEY, Lieut.,
1st November 1891.} 7th Dragoon Guards.
R. G. WOODTHORPE, Colonel,

Deputy Quarter Master General,
Intelligence Branch.

1. B. Diary No.67 of 1891— Persia.
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by direction of His Excellency the Com-
mander-in-Chief in India, and is to be con-

sidered Secret.
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CONTENTS.

Parr I,

A shorb report on our relations with the Arabs, Persians and
Bakhtiaris.

Parr 11,
Road Reports.

List of maps and sections contained in the pockets of this work.

I.—Reconnaissance survey of the south-west portion of the

Bakhtiari country lying between the Rivers Ab-i-Diz and
the Karun.—1891, scale 17 = 8 miles;

I1.—Sections (1) Dizful to Pul-i-Rul.
(2) Dizful to Kala Bazuft.
(3) Shuster to Kala Bazuft,
(vid Lali, Musghari and Susan).

(4) Shuster to Kala Bazuft,
(vid Sar-i-Shah and Chilau),
IIL.—Plan of Dizful,
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A = A SHORT REPORT
ARABS, PERSIANS, AND BAKHTIARIS
RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA.
PART T.

According to instructions received from the Quarter Master General’s

- Department, Intelligence Branch, I left Bushire for the Karun on the 17th

April 1891, accompanied by Assistant Surveyor Imam Sharif, Klan Bakadur,
of the Survey Department of India.

On the 22nd of April we arrived off the Arab town of Mahommerah at
the mouth of the Karun river.

The Persian Custom House official came on board at once, and was ex-
tremely anxious to find out the reason of my return.®

He wished to detain us, as he said it would not be safe to proceed up-country

P & as several of the Arab tribes along the route to
mmo;i{sﬁ;::t:,ﬁcghpmmn e Shustér were in revolt; besides which, as the Gov-
ernor of Arabistan had been deposed, the town of

Shuster was in a very disturbed state, fighting going on. :

I told him that I possessed letters from Teheran ordering all the Shah’s
officials to give me every assistance in my travels in the country, and if I did \
not obtain it, I should report the matter to Teheran.

This seemed to satisfy him, and he afterwards sent me an order allowing
me to land my guns, &e., anywhere up the Karun river.

I did not show the Custom House official my letters from Teheran, as they
were addressed by name to the late Governor of Arabistan, and signed by the
Shah’s Prime Minister, the Amin-ul-Sultan, whom Gazar report said had just
been divested of all power.

In case the above rumour should prove correct, I was anxious lest he should
demand to see the letters.

I canuot but help thinking that the Amin-ul-Sultan must have already re-
called the Nizam-ul-Sultan from Arabistan when he gave the British Legation
the letters for me to him.

E ot an b el At Mabommerah we passed the only Persian

man-of-war, the ¢ Persepolis.”

She is supposed to be officered by Germans, but on asking Baron Schenck,

Suspected nationality of the the German Ministe}' at Teheran, when I was there,

officers. about them, he replied thathe was sure that they

were not Germans, and added that he believed they

would be better known at the Russian Legation, as they might probably
be Germans of the Russian Baltic provinces.

I heard by chance from one of the officers that a certain amount of pay had
been guaranteed by the Russian Legation at Teheran for the Captain.

* I accompanied Major Bruce, 19th Bengal Lancers, up the Karun to Shuster and Dizful,
thence across the Bakhtiari mountains to Isfahan in the autumn of 1890,
A
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I never met him, but I was told that his personal attendant was a Russian
which makes me suppose that he is one also, as the composition of the officers
of the ‘“ Persepolis” is best known apparently at the Russian Legation,

Although this vessel has only two guns, with which she could not do
much damage except to an Arab dhow, still her presence at the mouth of the
Karun may be of greater danger under her present officers than we suppose, for
should we ever be required to send a military force to the Karun, and if, as I
believe to be the case, the officers of the ¢ Persepo-
lis,”” although nominally in the Persian service, are
Russian ageuts, she will be sunk across the Karun
or in the channel over the “bar”’ of the Busrah river, thus causing delay which
might mean serious loss to us if it be intended to occupy the Bakhtiari posi-

¢ Persepolis,” a likely cause
of temporary obstruction,

tions, as proposed by Major Sawyer, should Russia seize Teheran, which it is .

her avowed intention todo, on the death of the present Shah, who now, accord-
ing to the Russian press of the 10th and 18th July, is dangerously ill.

Op the 25th April we arrived off Ahwaz.

I called on the Persian Commandant to see what news there was about
Shuster, and was again told that there still was considerable fighting going
on.

Balkhtiari Chiefs had not yet left their winter quarters near Shuster, as I was

anxious to get guides and a couple of sowars either from the Ilkhani or from

Isfendia Khan, who is still really the most powerful Chief among the

Bakhtiaris.

60t iyt Ditoian omtcial The Persian officer refurned my call most
promptly.

I also received calls from some Arab Shekhs in whose camps Major

Fiicndliness ofiAvab Shekt Bruce and I had stayed on our march from Mahom-
merah to Shuster last November.

As the Persian authorities have not yet given Messrs. Liynch’s Agent per-

: : o mission to build himself a decent house, he still
t,.;Z‘:smn i B lives in a miserable bamboo Arab hut, which

domicile does not tend to increase his importance as
a British merchant with the people of the country.

Since Major Bruce and I were in Ahwaz in November 1890, there are
now two good stone buildings—one occupied by the Commandant, and the other
is used as a caravansaral.

The telegraph has been brought on from Wies, and a tramway laid
from the . point opposite to where the steam-boats anchor below the
rapids to the point above, where the little stern wheeler lies which runs be-
{ween Ahwaz and Shuster.

During our short stay in Ahwaz, Imam Sharif obtained information that
there were two Russian officers surveying in the
low range of hills near there.

On the 28th of April we arrived in Shuster and put up at the house of
Mr. Holland, the Agent of Messrs. Liynch Brothers of Baghdad, who gave
us a hearty welcome.

The Persian bandmaster alias a Russian Artillery officer, whose presence
in Shuster I reported, came to see me within a
very short time of our arrival in the place.

Russian officers surveying.

Russian Artillery officer in
disguise - as a Persian band-
master.

The Bakhtiari Chief, Amir Kuli- Khan, brother to Isfendia Khan, sons of
the late Ilkhani who was murdered by the Zul-i-Sultan by an order from ‘the

I was glad, however, to learn from an Arab Shekh that some of the‘
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Shah, believed by these - mountaineers to have been at the instigation of the
S Russian Ambassador at Teheran, sent word
pebuse of th animosity of the 5 pgkc whether I would receive him that even-
: ing, as he was leaving next morning for his

summer quarters in the hills.

1 sent word back to say that I should be very pleased to see him, however
late he liked to come. o

He came at once on receiving my answer.

He expressed himself delighted to see us return to the Bakhtiari country,

... and hoped that our stay among them would be of
Cordiality of the Bakhtiari  ¢,n0 Jop gth this time.
Chief.

He promised to give us two sowars and letters to petty chiefs through
whose villages we were likely to pass.

As he was going away, he told Imam Sharif he had decided to put off
his journey to his summer quarters duving our stay in Shuster, and, if there
was anything we wanted, he was to be sure and let him know, as it was
Isfendia Khan’s wish that, whenever we visited this country, we were to be
shown all hospitality possible by them.

The same evening I sent to the acting Governor, Mahdi Khan, who is

; uite a boy, asking whether he would give me an

o e‘l’_f i:°2?§n :"l‘;m;; interview the next day, but he sent word back to
berviciw. say that he could not do so until the day after.

(To give himself time, I suppose, to find out the reason of my return to
Shuster.)

On the 29th of April I returned Amir Kuli Khan’s call.

His reception was most cordial, everything being done to show his
friendship for us.

After smoking the Kaliun, or pipe of peace, during which time he intro-
duced several junior members of his party, I brought him to book about the
two sowars he had promised the night before to give me.

He now asked whether I should consider one enough, as it would be more
convenient for him.

I was not surprised at this, as I had heard that the Russian had been
N e e there early that morning with an order from the

*  acting Governor for Amir Kuli Khan to go to
the fort.

Seeing something was evidently on his mind, we pressed him to tell us,
which he did, saying how he had been sent for that morning to the fort, and
had been asked what right he had to give us guides without consulting the
acting Governor first.

He told them that as I had letters from Teheran, which he had seen,
ordering all Governors to assist me, he had only fulfilled the command of his
Imperial master.

After making this reply, he told us he had been allowed to come away.

As he evidently had been a good deal worried, I told him I should be
satisfied with one sowar, but that should any accident happen, he would be
held responsible.

I could clearly see that considerable pressure had been brought to bear on
him, which I attributed to the presence of the Russian living in the fort as a
Persian bandmaster, and who, Amir Kuli Khan <aid, had told the acting Gova
ernor that, if he allowed me to proceed, he would probably get himself into
disgrace at Teheran,
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Before terminating my interview with the Bakhtiari Chief, T made hirm
show me the man he was going to send with me, and give me the letters to
the petty chiefs throngh whose districts we were likely 6o pass.

On the 80th of April there was some more fighting in the town, as a

serbaz or soldier stabbed a Shusteri in the bazar,
_Fighting in the streets of ;4 he had been immediately attacked by the in- .
S habitants. ‘

As soon as the news reached the fort, the soldiers eame pouring into the
town without any formation. Firing all over the town now became general ;
for a few minutes theinhabitants seemed to be getting decidedly the worst
of it, and retired to their houses until word was passed to the four makals or
quarters to assemble in force in the bazar square. '

In about half an hour the Shusteris could be seen coming from all direc-

" tions in considerable numbers to the square, armed principally with long

sticks lLeavily loaded at one end, with which they are very handy. A few
were armed with Martini rilles of American make. :

The soldiers made a short stand, bat as they had evidently no one to
lead them, they broke on finding that their
: retreat to the fort was likely to be cut off, and ran
as hard as they could, throwing their arms away.

In my letter to the Assistant Quarter Master General, Intelligence
Branch, of the 1st of May 1891, I gave the loss of Shusteris 4 killed, 13
wounded ; Persian troops 4 severely wounded ; but from information obtained
later, I estimate the loss on either side to have been considerably greater,
several of the soldiers being killed.

During the fighting several of the leading inhabitants came to assure us
that, as long as they were masters of the town,
we would be in perfect safety.

Persian troops beaten.

Friendly attitude of inbabi-
tants.

The same afternoon, when rviding to the fort to see the acting Governor,

the people salaamed us, whereas several times last November we were stoned.

Shes Huan b My interview with the acting Governor was
G prrs:n = unsa,tlst'actwry, as the Kussian was present the
Biviant whole time.

A great effort was made to prevent my going to Dizful.

In the evening I received the atfached letter (vide page 6) from the
Yothor Bcca Rrisis et ey é{ussian askiAng for Eponges, &c., with which to

ress the wounds of his men.

I sent him what I had.

Early in the morning of the 1st of May Awmir Kili Khan came to say
farewell and to tell me that he had been detained the whole of the previous
day in the fort during the fighting until after my visit, when he had been
suddenly told he might go.

On the 2nd of May we crossed the Karun and proceeded to Dizful.

On arrival there on the 8rd of May I went straight to the house of the
head Saiad who had entertained Major Bruce and myself last year.

He seemed surprised, but I reminded him of a promise he gave to be
of service to us at any time, and added that I now came to take him at
his word, especially as I knew him to be the most influential and powerful
man in Dizful.

This idea of his importance seemed to please him, and he immediately
called fora Kaliun pipe, at the same time giving ovders for a room to be gob
ready for us, and gave instructions to supply us with whatever we required.
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B
b iy Should we ever occupy Arabistan, this Saiad Hussen® of Dizful might
the et prove of great use in assisting to bring in supplies
~ Possibility of Saiad Hussen ;.4 ip obtaining information, as he is not only |

the tom, 5y Mople L well known to the pecple of Dizful, but also to the
[:m ey, Bakhtiaris. = x :

o byt In one village, near where we encamped in the Bakhtiari hills, the in-
B habitants were nearly all Saiads, and appeared to resent our cox‘ning; but
(g int fly hearing that we had been the guests of one of their chiefs (Saiads), they
Ame goner soon brought in supplies, &e. k - :

Iy the wort The bazar in Dizful is well stocked with Russian marked goods, which

shows that already commercially as well as poli-

tically the agents of the Czar are gradually work-

om all dire. ing their way down to the Gulf. :

ly with logy Saiad Hussen asked me if it was true that the Russians prevented the

uly, Afe; English from building railways in Persia, and added that he could not
understand i, as from what he had seen when at Bombay and Hyderabad,

ur maky
L Progress of Russian trade.

Iy no onety Deccan, where he had stayed with a brother of his who was a mer-
that their chant there, he had believed the Eoglish to be the most powerful people of
off, and the world.

Why do you not send your agents here as Russia does?

itelli ; 2 5 P Several of the principal merchants came and
‘t'ellxgence Friendly attitude of inhabitants 1 e {P.‘ & I 5 g Diztul th
iilled, 13 at Dizful, salaamed to me during my stay in Dizful wi
obtained Saiad Hussen.
" geater, As the friendly relations established by Sir Henry Layard years ago be-
Bl it shs withethe Chists tween us and the Bakhtiari Chiefs, and revived
AEG U3 of the Ba,){(hf,'mx-is_ again about a year since by Major Sawyer’s few
the town months’ stay among them, are now probably at
t

their best, they might with the assistance of a subsidy be induced to make
certain roads which would be of strategical value to us, to say nothing

(Fovernor, e of a shorter and easier trade route to Isfahan
Road through Bakhtiari country 7 e L) Soss ey 5

o stonsd. B B st land vouse from the Gulf than that ¢id Shiraz.

7ernor was from Gulf to Isfahan.

yesent the

I fully concur with the provosal already made regarding the advisability
Advisability-of sending a medical ©F sending a medical officer to the Bakhtiari
) from the SR 0 . people, who would be of professional use to
h which to them and of great political value to us, as
during my last visit I was constantly asked by the Bakhtiaris whether I

had a 4akim with me,

tam fo sy I hope to send in detailed road reports as soon as completed.

he previous Imam Sharif, Klhan Bahadur, of the Survey Department, rendered me

10 had been B great assistance in obtaining information owing
Shaﬁ?'ﬁﬂf g;ﬂgg‘rfrd by Imam £, his great tact and thorough knowledge of

» Digful. . the country, its people, and their customs.

Jouse of the The following information of the new Governor of Arabistan and the

Bakhtiari country was obtained before leaving Shuster. He had not, how-
Cave o e ever, arrived before I left.
take him 2 He is said to be the son of the late Haji Shahab-ul-Mulk, who was
& powelf'ﬂ Governor of various provinces for many years, and who was generally
known under that name, given to him in the year 1856, when he brought the
mediatdly tidings of the capture of Herat by the Persians to Shah Mubammad.

u
m tou?feg _ * He is said to be the son of the Dizful merchant who showed Sir Henry Layard hospitality in 1842,
76 TEqUIE
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Ho belongs to the wandering tribe of Shahewan (or King’s friends),
which was formed about 1600 A. p. by Shah Abbas the Great as a defence
avainst the Kuzzel Washt tribes, which were causing him great trouble,
At one time it numbered 100,000 families (?), and was noted for its loyalty
to the Saffavian dynasty.

The translation of Russian Agent’s (?) letter to me at Shuster referred to on
page 4.

Drar Srr,
1 deeply regret not having been able to visit you to-day, because I was

unable to leave my wounded, who are still in a critical state.

With regard to your crossing to the other bank of the “river,”” I have
already informed the General about it, and he is ready to offer you every
assistance.

Please inform me the day of your crossing.

I beg urgently to request from Mr. Holland a piece of sponge (if he has
such a thing) for washing the wounds of the siek. This will be conferring
a great favour on me.

Perhaps to-morrow I shall have the opportunity of visiting you.

Please give my kind regards to all the “ Feringees ”” who are with you.

I am,
Yours very sincerely and faithfully,

(8d.) K. DEFUR (ALI ISLAM).

Free translation.
W. D. McSWINEY, Lieutenant,

SHUSTER ; } 7th Dragoon Guards.
The 1st May 16891,
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on the right bank of the Ab-i-Diz, which commands the town of Dizful. 4
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PART II.

ROAD REPORTS.

From the three accompanying Road Reports of the routes leading from
South-West Persia into the Bakhtiari mountains, it will be seen that the
one from Dizful to Pul-i-Kul on the Ab-i-Diz will have to be made and
cleared nearly the whole distance from Duma Kail (one stage really from
Dizful) to Pul-i-Kul, and the bridges there over the Ab-i-Diz repaired before
it could be utilized as a regular mule route, although even now it is pas-
sable but only in single file and with difficulty in places as stated in the
detailed account.

The route from Kala Bazuft to Shuster, »7¢ Mori and Susan, would cer-
tainly require to be made nearly the whole distance from Mori to Mushgari ;
thence the work would not he so heavy, as the track passes over long bits of
level ground across several large plains, such as Andaka, Lali, and Akeili; the
last bit of hard work would be in the Tungiof Kelah-i-Rustam through
which the Karun river passes out of the hills on to the plain of Akeili, the
road then is good to Shuster or Dizlul,

As to the route from Dizful to Kala Bazuft vid Duma Kail and Ser-i-
dasht, Chulbar, and Chilan, it is decidedly the best one leading into the Bakh-
tiari mountains from South-West Persia.

A Pioneer hattalion would not have a very difficult task in turning this
one into a first-rate road for all arms from the Persian Gulf to Isfahan as
practically there is very little more to be done than clearing stones and alter-
ing a few gradients.

This route is the ove usually taken by the Bakhtiari Chiefs in preference
to that by Mal-i-Mir when going to and from their summer and winter
quarters.

To the railway engineer as far at least as the foot of the Kuh-i-Monar
or Haud-i-Nau, there is absolutely no difficulty, thence to Istahan vié Kala
Bazuft, Ali Kuh to Kahvarukt, about 60 milesof difficult country, would have
to be negotiated in the way of tunnels or gradients.

The following stages of places on the Shaster Chilau Tsfahan route were
given to me by a Bakhtiari Chief, as the usual stages of their mounted order-
lies : —

Shuster. Morwaz.
Gotwand. Ali Kuh.
Shimbar. Kavrerukt.
Abenori. Isfahan.

These however are very long stages.

From the accompanying plan of Dizful # will be seen that the town is
situated entirely on the left bank of the river Ab-i-Diz.

It is, however, commanded by the right dank, on which about 600 yards
from the edge stands the Governor’s pleasure house or Kushi-khana (see
sketeh).

, The site on which this building stands commands the country for many
miles round.

®
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This rise of the ground serves as a natural Zefe du pont to the ancient
stone bridge, (see sketch, frontispiece), which is 400 yards long and consists of
22 arches each of 80 feet span, width of roadway being 15 feet, against any
army marching on the town from the north-west or Burujird. This bridge
erosses the Ab-i-Diz from the south-west corner of the town at a south-
westerly bend of the river.

The Kushi-khana could be easily converted into a temporary fort for a small
body of cavalry dashing up from Mahommerah to seize Dizful,* which could be
easily done in seven possibly in /ess days, as Major Bruce, I and party did
Mahommerah to Shuster in six and from Shuster to Dizful in two, and these
marches were performed by donkey caravan.

In these parts the large Arabian donkey is considered to be mnearly as
good a transport animal as the mule, and there is a good supply of them.
They certainly require less care and food than mules.

If an Indian force were ever to be sent to the Karua for this purpose, very
little in the way of supplies would be necessary to be carried beyond ammu-
nition, for the actual march to seize Dizful; as supplies would be easily
obtainable both there and at. Shuster in sufficient quantity for evena
very -considerable force, provided that sach a force as contemplated above
appeared in the country with the very tirst rumours that hostilities had broken
out.

And in the event of complications arising hetween England and Raussia,
I might suggest that certain officers acquainted with the ground might be
previously told off, so as to proceed withall despateh to the Bakhtiari country
in order to collect supplies and organize the Bakhtiaris with a view to holding
the impregnable Zefe du pont to the Persian Gulf, so ably described by Major
Sawyer in his recent reconnaissance, until troops could arrive from India.

* Tn connection with this idea, see note in Road Report I, page 3, on the commanding
position of the Kilah Shahib, distant from Dizful 12 miles, also on the Ab-i-Diz.

.
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Route No. L.
Frou DIZFUL TO Pur-1-KuL.

Az&ikority:-Lieutenant w. D. McSwiney, 7th Dragoon Guards, and Imam

Sharif, Khan Bahadur, . |
Weather, fine; témperature at noon, 97° Fahrenheit.
8’; DISTANCE,
§ IN MILES.
'S" Time. Names g{ ggg’m&sé.villages, e e Detail,
2 Inter- | moig),
&g
=
7
I |6th May | Dizruz¥ SO R
1891, )
AM. : S
6-40 Leave Dizful. Bearing of gen-
eral direction of route is north-east.
Road is about 30 yards broad,
good and level, across an extensive

alluvial plain. Bk :
On either side of the road at this time of year are fields of standing corn and barley.

i

7-40 ' : ‘ : i
S } River Diz T »e | Halt to take bearings.
8.5
The River Diz is about 2 miles
distant on our left (north),

8-15 it e e Road becomes very pebbly and
passes through a double row of
Kanauts (wells).

8-35 vesene e oos | More Kanauts are passed.

9-35 R v e Dry pebbly bed of astream is
crossed a few yards before the road
enters a low range of rocky hills.

}8_;8 }l' Wik S Halt to take bearings.

10-45 i Road descends nearly 100 feet to

; £ a small stream,
The gradient of ascent and descent is 10 degrees.

. Ishould suggest that a path with a more easy gradient should be made here, as animals
slip a good deal on the conglomerate rock with its present gradient.

II | 11-30 | TaBIRAN i 8 8 | Leave the road and descend to en-

i, camp near a stream on cur right on
an “ilyat” camping-ground called

Bnacdh Tabiran.

. Note.—~After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Dizful to Tabiran
== 3 hours, 55 minutes, . i

The road up to the point where it enters the low hills would become very heavy in
wet weather, & o e S e O R et TR T

x":ifg'r description of Diaful town, see “ Persian Gazetteer,”” and Colonel Bell’s * Military Kepory on Svuuu-wess
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=
\

2

Roure No. 1—contd.

DISTANCE,

IN MILES,
Names of towng, villages, | —————— o
Time. rivers, %ar 2 Detail.

Inter-
mediate. Totsal,

Number of stage.

After entering the hills, ground becomes very broken on right and left of road. being cut
up by deep ravines, which in some cases have perpendicular sides from 200 to 400 feet in
height. Vi : i

Only infantry and mountain batteries could maneuvre over this ground, but cavalry
scouts if under an officer with a knowledge of the nature of the country might be of great
service. : - Sese s
There is no village at Tabiran as it is only an “ilyat’’ stage. Supplies, none. Water,
good supply from stream at the present time of year, but reported to become scarce during
months of July, August, and September. St

. Fuel.—Scarce, only a few Konar bushes, camel-thorn, and wild almond trees.

Forage.~Grazing is good until June. e

7th May| TABIRAN' Weather fine.
1891, =
AM. ;
6-20 e e I Leave camping-ground near bank

of stream and . ascend ‘nearly 100
feet again to road. - ol
Bearing of general direction of
| route is north by east. .

Ground on either side (right and left) of road very broken by deep ravines.

6-50 Bl ite T, b o Road now passes close to the edge

: of precipice on right hand where
it would require to be widened.

. N

} wisee - e Halt to take bearings.

7-25 | ¥ . . w5

730 | Seean o Road passes through a cleft or
fissure in a low ridge of rock.

7-50 S o Descend a few steps cut in co'nglo-
merate rock. 4 ol

A ramp should be made here as the steps are too deep for heavily laden animals step-
ping down without considerable strain to their forelegs. :

A yard further on and the road passes the edge of a precipice on the left hand.

8-15 Sseies tos oo Descend by easy gradients of 4° to
L | 5° and cross a -stream running
south-west, - - ;
8-45
o - i Ha.1<t for bearings.

Notwithstanding broken nature of country, which consists of rows and rows or ters of
hummocky hills, there is considerable cultivation. ;

The soil is of a rich red colour with - a quantity of slate appearing on the surface.

The ground now falls towards the north-west as we are approaching the valley of the
Ab-i-Diz, distant some 6 or 7 miles. : i e
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3. 8., October 1391,
8x3 3.4. A VIEW OF THE RIVER AB-I-DIZ

as it flows info the “Sorge” on the nceth side of vhe Hifah Shahid.

(82.) Q0. D. McSwiney, Lieut,

Tth Diagoon Suced:
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8

Roﬁm No. le=conid,

g; ADf@smxcx,
= IN MILES.
S T S s Deta
£ nodigte.| Total.
Z
9-45 [ : :
S b . | Halt for bearings,
1010,
10-30 TS oo i Cross a stream running north-
west ; water good.
11-55 revees o e For nearly ten minutes road
! passes over ground, the surface of
which consists of slate or flint stone.
a ] B
12-5 J & :
} sesnee see Halt for bearings,
12-30 S
IIT | 12-40 | Duma Kaip S 113 19} Several “ilyat” encampments are
seen to our left front, and we en-
camp near one close to a stream in
the deep undulating plain of Duma
Kail which is considerably cut up
s il + by ravines.

Nore.—After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Tabiran to Duma Kail

4 hours, 35 minutes. ; . g
““Only mountain batteries and infantry can manceuvre here, except for scouting, ground
too broken for cavalry action. 2 ;

About 7 miles distant to the north-west is the Kilah Ab-i-Diz or better known among
the natives by the name of Kilah Shahid.

It is a natuaral stronghold, being a plateau about 4 miles square on the summit of a hill
with perpendicular sides of 200 feet.

The bighest part of the hill is 2,560'.—As there are no higher hills nearer than a radius
of from 8 to 10 miles, it cannot be commanded by Artillery fire. From the summit a clear
view is obtained of the town of Dizful, distant some 11 or 12 miles.

Water is obtainable from several springs. When we visited the Kilah Shahid in June
the watér from one of these springs was delightfully cool.

Grazing is said to be good up to the end of April.

Fuel.—There is none. i

The Ab-i-Diz rushes past the northern side through a deep gorge before it emerges on
the plains of Arabistan. :

The subjoined sketches are rough ones taken from the top of the Kilah ; No. 1 looking
north. fust above the river, and No. 2 looking east over the neighbouring country towards
the Kuh-i-Sikeria.

The only occupant at the time we visited the place was an old follower of the Ilkhani
who was with difficulty persuaded to allow us to come up.

It is said to be the strongest place the Ilkhani has. The summit is only reached by a
zigzag path parfiy cut in the face of the cliff and partly built out on stakes driven into the
face of the hili with brashwood laid on them, which can easily be destroyed by being
thrown down or set fire to, thus cuiting off all access to the snmimit,

Supplics in winter months could be sbtainable in considerable quantities as the plain
of Duma Kail is a favourite winter quarter of the Bakhiians; but in summer would be
scarce as only a few ilyats remain encamped hers permanently

Water.—During months of June, July, Angust. and S ‘ptember reported to become
scarce where we encamped, but the river Ab-i-Diz is distant 7 niiles.

Fuel.—Scarce, only the “ Konar ” camei-thorn bushes and wild almond trees.

Forage.~Lxcellent grazing up to the end of May.

3
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|

4
Roure No. 1—-contd.

3
& DISTANCE,
E IN MILES.
o s Names of towns, villages, | —MMM =
E fiime, rivers, &J. g Detail.
Inter- ¢
g mediate.| Lotale
Z
IIT | 8th May| Duma Karx, = Weather. Heavy rain during the
1891, : night. :
A.M, ; : £
6-35 Fesoes i = Leave camping-ground.
: | Bearing of general direction to
: spur of the Sikeria mountain is
north-east.

From Duma Kail a guide from the “ilyats” encamped here is absolutely necessary as
the road or track now becomes a mere goat path, often becoming invisible where it passes
through long grass and patches of cultivation with corn or barley just ready to be cut.

Ground very much broken up by ravines. oy

7-35 B e ; b e Nature of soil is a rich red clay.
Surface of ground now - traversed is
of slate stone rock, in which there
are a few deep steps which should
be increased in number or a ramp
made.

7-45 hees 55 0 Track leads over a spur of the

Sikeria mountain at a height of

2,600 feet, and descends into the

head of a small valley and across a

: i stream; and . thence ascending

again up another spur becomes very stony and rough. TR

IV | . 8-30 | KHAN-I-SAFID - ‘i |- wee |+ v ] Pitch our camp as it is raining

in torrents. . . . s

The place where we encamp is

called Khan-i-Safid - by our local
guide: : (Not shown on map.)

There are no encampments of * ilyats * ‘near us.

Supplies=—=None. ’ 5 ‘ =

Water.—Good and plentiful at this time of year; June, July, August, and September
scarce. : : i e R e e
. Forage—At this time of year the grazing is excellent, although the ground traversed
is rocky, stony, and. broken. ., . . . .., et Fonies fon

%’ote.—-—On return journey from Pul-i-Kul we did from Nurabad to Duma Kailin
one stage. ; : LaEant g i S Lot

~ Note.—Time taken from Duma Kail to Khan-i-Safid was 2 hours and 5 minutes.

9th May | KHAN-1-SAFID s eoe Weather very showery.
1891. ! e
AM, !
7-25 %) oo Leave camping-ground.
8-25 | NorTH-EAsTSPUROF | .. | ... Pass over the north-east spur
SIKERIA MOUNTAIN. : of the Sikeria mountain, the bear-
ing of general direction is easterly
across the valley between the two
mountain - ranges of Sikeria and
Lungar.

The descent into the valley is difficult as it is over large boulders of conglomerate rock and
loose stones. : ; :
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b

Rouvre No. 1=—-conid.

DisTance,
IN MILES,

Names of towns, villages,

Time. rivers, &cs Detail,

Tuter-
mediate. Total.

Number of stage.

The gradients are not very steep, excepting where the track descends to. cross the beds
of several streams, which could easily be bridged over.
Here and there a steep bit is met with of about 9° gradient.

A M.

10-10 siives e o For nearly thirty minutes the

: track is bad as it passes along the
side of the hill, the surface of which
is of flint stone and very slippery.

z A level path would have to be cub

here, as it is difficult to get loaded mules over this portion of the track. .
110-45 |
}KILAH BARNESAR,.. | ... Nee Halt. There is an old Kilah (or
11-25 ;i fort) here, called Barnésar (not
- shown on map).
The place is quite in ruins,

11-45 et P oo The principal stream of the valley
is crossed flowing mnorth-west to
fall'into the Ab-i-Diz.

P. M.
12 [T o oee The nature of the soil changes to
: | gatch, and for an hour and a half
ridees of gatch are constantly
crossed, s
12-45
: } i e ot T Halt. Soil changes back to red
1-30 : colour and flint stone.
v 2-30 | NuraBAD vl 123 82 ! Track now lies over rich grassy
: ‘ undulating ground for another
hour, when the camping ground of
Nurabad is reached, at the foot of
the Lungar mountain,

Supplies.—None.

Water.—Good and plentiful at this time of year, but reported to become scarce during
months of July, August, and September. ;

Fuel —Plentiful. el

Forage.—The grazing is excellent up to the middle of June.

Note.~ After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Khan.i-Safid to Nura-
bad = 5 hours, 40 minutes. el iy : S :

v 10th
May | NURABAD FEln e s Weather. Very heavy rain at
|t <+ of night, T
AM.
7-35 i o5 s Leave camping-ground. Bearing

l- of general direction is easterly.
Track crosses some low hills near foot of the Lungar mountain.

; Gradiéntﬁ of the track are not steep, but it is bad going as it is over large loose stones
which makes it heavy for animals.
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6
Rouvre No. 1-—contd.

water in the centr

10-50
11-5°

12

P.M.

VI 1.30°

i

,,,,,,

es0ece

Pamry, 4,250'

Track goes along the river bed, which is 1
e (height 2,900').

41

3’; DISTANCE,

£ IN MILES. g

e Time | A 20008 CLlowni, cvilages; i Detail.

'E mediate.| TOt8l*

z

A.M. o R
L 7.50 Fanas et wo | Passover hillside of slippery sand-

stone rock ; several mules come to
grief here.

8 . i Sos o Halt for bearings.

' 9 } 2 »

9-15 G oo e Track becomes fajr]y good. Crossa
landslip where portion of track
had been carried away the night
before; this, however, could be easily
repaired.

10 i Sos e Descend to a ;'iver bed : down a

steep spur of a hill of * gatch,”
slope of which is 15°.

50 to 200 yards broad :with only 2 feet of

Halt for bearin,;;s.

Track leaves river bed and ascends
up side of hill by steep gradients of
8° to 12° to 4,300'.

Descend _into a valley where the
remains of numerous “ilyat” camps
| are found and encamp ; this spot is
' called Palkra, height 4,250'.

No village or “ilyat’ encampment
was passed during the day or even
another human being - other than
our own party seen.

Country very mountainous, woody, and very stony.

The whole distance from Nurabad ‘Eb‘:,Pa}im,vvirbxl_lld:ijequ‘iré to. be cons-ideraBly improved

by a Pioneer Battalion beforeany large transport could be sentup, as with only ten mules
we had great difficulty in getting them over the difficult portion of the track.

Supplies.—None. vl s fag

Water.—Good supply from small stream near camping-ground.

Fuel.—Plentiful, mostly oak trees.

Forage.—The grazing is excellent. :

Note.—The great length of time taken in this day’s march in proportion to the actual
distance is owing to the difficult ground traversed. . . ¢ ‘ ) 1
Note—After deducting halts, actual time taken

minutes.

Ground only fit for infantry and mule batteries.

from N ura.ba(i tb Péhra 4‘ Eours, 40
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(]

Roure No. 1—contd.

;‘:, DisTancE,

% IN MILES,

P e (amm e —
er-

g wediate.| Total

Z

11th

May | PamRa SR v Weather. Heavy showers at in-

1891. 3 tervals. :

AM.

6-45 ieith e Soe Leave camping-ground.

Bearing of general direction of
route is northerly,

7.25 Seeres s o Track very stony over some small
hills and down a steep pass or dry
watercourse 35° slope into a deep
ravine, then ascends up the side of

the Salun mountain, also up a dry

watercourse 15° slope, but more difficult as the boulders are larger, several times we had to

bu’ﬂd‘ﬁp
fall as 1
10-30
11-30
.M.
12-45
2

LLITYT)
“sans

PAALUINe 44U

}"_SALUN,, 7,700 ...

famps to get our animals over these huge masses of rock, one mule had rather a bad
n trying to get over one of these boulders it fell backwards.

After leaving the top of the water-
conrse we continue up a zigzag, path
the general gradient of which is
about, 5% passing. at the same time
through a_ thick forest of stunted
oaks, the soil here being of a rich,
red clay.

The forest now ceases, the ascent
becomes very steep again; having a
slope of abcut 20°.  Ground sur-
face is of grey sandstome rock,
which is very slippery.

Several of our mules here come to
grief, and the ground is so diffi
cult that we ourselves have to go
oo all fours,

Halt on erest of hill for- bearings.

Temperature here was low, being
only 48° Fahrenheit, There was. a
considerable amount of snow still
lying about.

At 2 p.u. the first water is met
with, at a spring on the left hand
of the track, since leaving last stage
(Pahra).

Surface of the ground is of white
sandstone rock, very difficult to
walk as well as ride over.
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Route No. ‘1—contd.

Names of towans, villages,
rivers, &c.

Disrance,
IN MILES.

Inter-
mediate. Total.

Detail,

"E‘ Time,
2
g
=
=

2-15

2-30

VII 3-156

and descends to t

15 minutes.

§ Horage.—The
4 12th
May
1891.
AM.
7-45

8-15

9-40

10
11-30°

Supplies.—None:s ’
Water.—Plentiful and good From stream.
Fuel.—Plenty of oak and other trees.

grazing is excellent;
CHELLUN 5

LYY LY

shaeel

is very slippery.

P.M.
12

1-156

Slope of Eill 25% the gradients of track are'also
Descent difficult as the surface of  the ground

XEYY

i

CHELLUN 0

7 53

Halt for bearings.

Bearing of general - direction of
track now changes to easterly

he head of a narrow valley, thickly wooded with oalk, by a zigzag path,
gradients of which are 5° to 6° and then follows the general course of a stream flowing
easterly, which is crossed andrecrossed several times until the “ilyat” camping-ground
of Chellun is reached. j

Note.—~After deducting halts actual time taken marching from Pahra to Chellun = 4 houss,

e e _\:ﬁ\eﬁfzﬁéﬁ' Very Ehové'ery with

vee so0
23
eoe ooe
vee see
§ B
oo o0

hail.

Leave camping-ground.
Bearing of general direction of
route is easterly.

Track stony and crosses and recrosses stream four times during half hour.
Depth of stream 18 inches to 2% feet.

Track lies along a valley of about
£ mile in breadth.

A footpath is passed, direction of
which bears 125°, :

Bearing of geuneral direction now
turns north along dry bed of a
stream.

Pass along a ravine for twenty

minutes ; track difficult over stony

ground.
Track now reaches top of hill,

Halt for .bearings.
Descendintoa deep narrow valley.

stéep, about 8°. i
consists of grey sandstone rock, which

A stream is crossed 3,450 in middle
of valley. i

Track ascends the other side of
valley, very bad.

Halt for bearings.

|

Number of stage

\
—
=
(=1

Noter-
hours, 1i

Sy
Tt

tous side

Thi
fo make
Foot-hol

One
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9
Roure No. T—reontd.
=
g DistANcE,
i £ IN.MILES.
: k] T Names of towns, villages, Detail
E S rivers, &e. { ot 3
nter-
g mediute. ottt
Eaoil 2
| AM. i
VIII 2 Nukpar e U 638 Track bad along very precipi
I tous-slopes, descends again slightly
- t;mm‘[ and we encamp on a small open
4 Ao spot neara spring which is called
igrag Nukdar on an “ilyat ” encamping-
Strean fory ground.
amping.gry

DNote.—After deducting halts actual time teken marching from Chellun to Nukdar = 4
lin=4}hours, 15 minutes.

Supplies.~None.
Water.—Good from several springs.
Fuel.~Good supply. Oak and ‘other trees.

Zlorage.~The grazing is not véry good as the ground is very rocky.

)ﬁexy Wil
13th | Nuxpir T S Weather. * Very ‘heavy rain -at
May _ night with hail.
1891. Temperature. At noon 58° Fah-
o AM, renheit.
g g 7-40 . Leave camping-ground.
Bearing of general direction of
route is northerly.
ley of abort 8-15 . i o B Track is very rough across several
o ; deep ravines.
fretin g"i’; } S Halt for bearings.
getion now Track passes along the precipi-
el of 8
ious sides of numerous detached hills.
for wenty

bover 07 This portion of the track would require considorable building up or cutting away so as
o make a roadway, as at present in parts men, 'much less loaded mules, can scarcely get a

i of ill foot-hold on the steep hillsides where the grey sandstone rock comes to the surface.

One mule slipped and rolled nearly two hundred feet and was with difficulty recovered.

kg
i 9-30 ViR A few “ilyat” tribes are seen on
the erest of the hills on our right,
I vt the first human beings we had seen
L) since leaving Dumar Kail.

- We called to them, but they would not corne down. We learned afterwards that they

3»wiw]ddhbelonged to alawless tribe of Bakhtiari Lurs.

tofher i IX | 11.35 | Por-1-Kun 5 73 | Wo descend by steep gradients of
AB-1-Diz. 9° to the bank of the Ab-i-Diz,
: where we encamp about 3 mile
| from two broken bridges,
B i
C

o)

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/397. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000033



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000033?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [23v] (51/90)

10
Rovute No. l=concld.
S
B DistANCE,
- IN MILES.
e . Names of towns, villages, )
5 Time, rivers, &e. o Detail.
e nter-
,E, mediate. Total.
=
Supplies.—None.

Water.—Plentiful from the River Ab-i-Diz.

Fuel—~Very scarce. :

Forage.—Grazing at this time of year (June) very poor.

About 2 companies only of Infantry with 2 mountain guns could encamp near river
bank. Best camping-ground for a larger force would be near the route about half way from
Nukdar.

After resting a few hours after our arrival on the bank of the Ab-i-Diz, which here is
100 yards broad and very rapid, we proceed to see the bridges. :

A few minutes’ walk brings us into the gorge through which the river Ab-i-Diz rushes
at the rate of about 10 miles an hour.

The path lies along the edge of the water on slippery slate stone rock sometimes searcely
broad enough for a man to get a foot-hold; a good roadway could be easily made by cutting
away the slate stone rock, as has been done in the Tungi Baba Ahmed on the route from
Dizful to Kala Bazuft.

The “ilyats” told us that yearly they lose a considerable number of their animals along
this route when going to and from their summer quarters.

The first bridge or rather ruins of one of six piers which are apparently in good condition
are placed thus— .

ooog

ooo

two of the plers in the centre overlapping evidently to offer more strength against the
rapid current.

The second and apparently later built bridge § mile higher up the stream consists of six
stone piers (sce sketch), placed in the ordinary way with a wicker roadway which is broken
between the two middle piers.

Note.—There are no fords.

Route No. 2.
From Dizrur mo Kara Bazuwr.

Authority—Lieutenant 7. D. McSwiney, 7th Dragoon Guards; and Imam
Sharif, Khan Balkadur.

F

& DiIsTANCE,

< IN MILES.

; Time. Sl ‘;.fivte‘i.‘;’f‘i’cj"u“ges’ It— Detail,

= nter-

g mediate. | Total:

=
1 DIZFUL For account of the first three
I TaBIRAN 8 8 | ¢+ stages, see the route from Diaful

11t & Doma Katn Gos 113 193|) to Pul-i-Kul.
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11

Roure No. 2—contd. }

g DISTANGCE,
*3 IN MILES.
s - Names of towns, villages, i
g Time. rivers, o e Detail
= nter-
g mediate. Total.
"%
22nd May| Douma Kain sl o Weather fine.
1891.
AM. : -
6-15 asedtn e o Leave camping-ground. Bearing
of general direction is south-east.
Track lies over country very much
cut up by ravines.

Only infantry and mountain batteries could manceuvre ; cavalry, however, could do very
good work scouting,

_ The grazing is still very good although the grass is beginning to show signs of the heat
which is increasing daily.

The soil is of a rich red clay.

7-10 cvsres Cross a small stream running
south-east, the water of which is
good.

7-30

} sosses ans Halt for bearings.

7-45

8 eiiee i iy Cross another small stream just
above a waterfall, stream running
south-east ; water good.

LAl e e
Ground now falls on richt and left
as for some distarce the track lies
along a high ridge.

10 i o v« | Follow the course of a small stream
and pass through a deep ravine.
10-15 | RIVER, NAME UN- e | Cross a large stream 20 to 30 yards
ENOWN, Fozub. broad, flowing south-east. Banks
show signs of haying been over-
flowd.

This is the worst part of the road as some of the descents into the stream are very steep,
8%. Ramps would have to be cut in the conglomerate rocky bank instead of steps which are
very deep, otherwise the stage is an easy one for mules. ;

ey Sdueee «vs | Cross the now nearly dry bed of a
large stream.
P.M.
12-30
12 45 } Faveds v HelE

In the distance is seen the fort of Sar-i-Dasht situated in an extensive and ferbil i
on the river called by the natives Donobau. WAt i
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12

Rours No. 2—contd.

2 Disrance,
2ut IN MILES.
o=l : Names of towns, villages, |~ . = it
g Time. ok = . Detail,
'g mediate |' fott
= :
v 2 SAR-1-DasHT © 14| 33% Arive at Sar-i-Dasht on the river
River [PoNoBAN Dounoban; the bed of whichis 40 to
Fozp. * 50 yards broad with high perpen.
: dicular banks. |
Ford at this time of year about 13

to 2’ deep, but banks show signs of water rising 8'and 9" higher. Current not very swift.
Note.—Actual time taken after deducting halts marching from Duma. Kail to Sard.
Dasht. =7 hours.
Population about 40 to 60 people. = |
Tluts principally of mud and stone-with thatclied roofs. There are two forts here—onein |
fairly good repair (see sketeh), the other in complete ruins, su.n:ounded by numerous mounds;
Shere ave also the remains of an ancient reservoir and a beautiful level piece of ground with
* groal posts of stone at either end.
To the archzological explover T consider this place to offer a field of research. 4
Supplies—Can be estimated by the number of inhabitants, they have however very large
herds of goats and cattle. The country round is well cultivated and irris
gated.
Fwel—Is scarce.
Water—1Ts plentiful and good from river.

Grazing.~~Good.
23rd May ; ‘Weather fine,
1891. | :
i, : : .
6:30 Sar-I-DasHET & irlioiad ... | Leave Sar-i-Dasht. Bearing of gen-
eral direction of route is south,
Track for an hour lies over a gentle,
undulating and fertile plain..
7-30 } < Halt.
40 sounss o . ‘
Track passes a Ziarat on the leff
hand.
GG 22 yd now becomes again broken

! Lev side of the track, which
for an hour passes in and oub: of deep ravines and becomes very stony and over tiers
of limestone ridges.

|

e o l Halt.
For another hour the same sortof
t ground is traversed, but it is not
s difficult.
11 3 1
11_30 ; ~oeded / l e o Halt.

‘ For half an hour the track lies over
open ground and then rises grad-
ually up the side of a mountain.

P.M. ' :
1 % Vibede o st [THaElG
1-15 :
RivEr axDp ForD ‘ Descend mountain side again and

ford the river (name unknown), *
t very rapid ; depth of water up to horse’s girths,
rable height above present level.

at erossing 70

s of water ¢

}
width of str
banks show

weds, cu
cONsic
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15

Roure No. 2—conld.

Number of stage,

Time.

Names of towns, villages,
rivers, &c.

DistaNCE,
IN MILES.

Inter-
mediate.

Total.

Detail.

a short

For another 2% hours the track lies over the

P.M.
v | 330
of some 60' to 70

v

SALWATI

Ruiyep Forr
SALWATI

OF

14

time before and so missed the ford usually used,

Bed of stream pebbly. A steep
climb up the other bank of 30° slope
brings us on toan undulating plain,
on which inafew minutes we strike
the main track, which we had lost

half a mile higher up the stream.

above-mentioned plain.

475%

On reaching the next stream we
decide to encamp on the left bank.

The bed of the stream is a deep
one and about 70 yards broad, af the
present time of year easily ford-
able as there is not much water.

About 500 yards from the right
bank of the stream is the ruined
fort of Salwati.

It is surrounded by a deep moat

deep ; and must have been a place of some strength in days gone by.
The moat was evidently formerly connected with the river by a canal,

Supplics.—None.
Fuel.~—~Scarce.
Water.—Y¥xcellent from stream.
Torage.—~Grazing at this time of year (May) very poor as most of the grass is dried up.

Note.—Care should be taken to prevent servants or followers lighting fires on the
dry grass as in few minutes the country for miles round will be in a blaze unless the
greatest efforts ave used to extinguish the first outburst of a flame.

Mosquitoes here were perfectly unbearable.

24th
May
1891,
A,M.
6-30.

7-10

7-30

8-30

THE QUEEN’S BIRTH-
DAY, GOD BLESS HER.

SALWATE

Weather fine.

Temperature, at &.p.a. 100°
Fahrenheit,
Leave camping-ground. Bearing

of general direction of route is
south-east.

The track is broad and well
‘defined over an extensive undulat-
ing and fertile plain.

Halt for bearings.
Ground now falls nearly 1,000,

Cross a stream.
A few mud huts are seen ‘on the
left bank about half mile up stream.

Cross bed of a very large stream,

bearing 183°, width 250 yards, with porpel.);'licular banks gradients of which ab point of
erossing about 6° slope.

®©
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14

Roure No. 2—contd.

DIsTANCE,
IN MILES.

. Names of towns, villages. :

i rivers, &c. A - Detail,
nter-

mediate. Total.

Number of stage.

Road still over an extensive undulating plain thickly covered with Konar bushes.

Two more large deep beds of

9-30 versee
streams are crossed.
10-30
; S s = Halt.
11

At three cross roads met with here, the centre one is taken, bearing of which is soutk-
east.

11-30
% S S Halt.
11-45
L% 12-30 BaBapI e | 1% 59 Track passes within 2 miles of the

main range of hills and becomes
stony in parts in descending into
a broad well cultivated valley
where we encamp, on the left bank of small stream running south-west. The spot is called

Deh Babadi. ‘
Note—Actual time taken marching, after deducting halts, from Salwati to Babadi= 5

hours and 6 minutes.

The remains of numerous ¢“ilyat ” encampments were passed during the day’s march
which showed the neighbourhood was a favorite one for “ilyat ” winter quarters,

There is no village here.

Supplies.—None.

Water.—In another month will probably become very scarce up to September.
Fuel.—Scarce, only the Konar trees.

Forage.—The grazing is poor at this time of year (24th May).

25th May
1891. Weather fine.
AM. |
7-20 | BARADI oo o . | Leave camping-ground. Bearing of

general  direction of route is
south-east.

The track is good over undulating ground and across numerous streams.

8 sus 1 e | . | Cultivation on all sides. Crossroads
! ‘ from Dizful and Shuster here join
| our track which now becomes
broad and plainly defined.

Here and there stony, but no obstacles for mules.
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15

Roure No. —conid.

Number of stage.

Names of towns, villages,

Times rivers, &c.

Inter-
mediate.

DisTANCE,
IN MILES,

Total.

Detail.

oy

higher.

ZIARAT AND VILLAGE
OF SAR-I-SHAH,

9 soanne

9.15 }
9-30

10 BaBa AEMAD

10-20 | Tone: BaBa AEMAD

RiveR oF CHULBAR

ForD

Depth of water up to horse’s girths,

10-45 seesoe

—

About 2 mile from the cross roads
can be seen the Ziarat and village

of Sar-i-Shah, situated at the foot .

of some low hills to the westward.

An extensive cemetery is passed
on the right of the road.

Halt,

The ruins of a town are passed,
the place bears signs of having at
one time been of eonsiderable
importance as there are remains
of two storied houses, large
reservoirs and a fort of some size.

The Tungi or Pass through which
the Chulbar river flows is mow
entered.

There are some remains of fortifica-
ticn on the right bank at the first
bend of the river after entering
the ¢ Pass ” of Baba Abmad.
Jreadth of river 40 yards, stream
very rapid.

High banks thickly eovered with
rushes.

Two fords at this time of year
(May) just inside bend of river,
about § mile apart.

but banksshow signs of water rising considerably

Track passes along the right
bank of river.

Ground opens out a good deal on either side of river, and slopes of hill sides mot so

precipitous.
1HER A0 &
P.M. veroes
TaS

vee

Halt.
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16
Roure No. 2—eonid.

2';7 DIsTANCE,
% IN MILES.
S : Names of towns, villages, [»——————+—— iL
; Time. e i d - | Detail
=} nier- 4
g {mediate. Total.
z

Par. e Hills now close in again and track

12-30 | passes along ledge of rock over-

hLanging stream.

Path for last houtis vety stony, but could soon be made a good one.
After entering the Tungi of Baba Ahmad the bearing of general direction of route
changes to north-eastenly.

VII 1 CHULBAR eve| 1D 71 [ At the easterly end of the Tungi
the track aseends & hill by a stony
zigzag path for about 400 feet,
and then descends tle other side

- into the picturesque valley of
Chulbar by a path with a gradient of 8° where we encamp on the right bank of the river
about half a mile from the “ Pass ” or “Tungi. ”
At the end of the Tungi there ave the remains of an old bridge (see sketich).

There are a fow huts to be seen here and there on the hillsides, but no village.

There is a water-mill at the mouth of the pass from where a certain amount of flour
can be obtained.

Note.—After deducting halts, actual time taken from Babadi to Chulbar = 7 hours, 35
minutes.

Supplies—None.

Water—-Is plentiful and good.
Fuel.—Oak and other trees and bushes.
Forage.—Excellent grazing.

Along the 1eft bank of the Chulbar river in the “ Tungi” of Baba Ahmad, there, is
a water conduit in fairly good repair.

The narrowest portion of the  Tungi ” is about 20 yards across.

26th : Weather fine.

May

1891.

A. M.

6-35 e ... ) Leave camping-ground and Gcross

the Chulbar valley along a well
defined track.

7-45 veenee K wo | Track turns more easterly up a
ravine.
815 | e «o | Track aseends hillside, very ‘stony

in parts, but not difficult.

825 () v
8-45 } % Y 4 [Halw
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Roure No. 2—contd.

gj,- ’ DISTANOCE,

= IN MILES.

8 ; . Names of towns, villages, ot
= Time. Saver &) e Detail.
e mediate.| Total:

=

=

AM,

9-30 B «oo | Descend to and cross bed of a stream
and ascend the opposite bank on
to a bread water-shed.

gz;k’ } R Yoo Halts

WIII| 11-15 | Haup-1-Nav 8 79 | Track is now very good. Arrive
at the “ilyat” encampment of
Haud-i-Nau at the foot of Kuh-
i-Monar range.

Note—~Atter deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Chulbar to Haud-i-Nau
== 4 hours, 5 minutes.
Supplies.—-None. ;
Water.—-At this time of year (May) only cbtainable from a few springs.
Fuel.~—Considerable.
Forage —The grazing is good.
27th Weather fine.
May
1891.
A. M.
5.45 i ... |Leave camping-ground. Bearing
of general direction is north-
easterly.
The road is a well defined one rising
by gradual gradients up the side
of the Monar mountain, which in
parts is perpendicular, to where it
crosses the crest.
7 } Kuva-1-MoNAR 4 | 83 | Halt for bearings.
7-40 5,800/, The roadway has been built with
some care originally as is shown
by the way the stones are placed,
but by the traffic of ages they
have become very slippery, and
some have become displaced
* through neglect and by the action
of torrents of rain.
The road is, however, quite gcod
enough to ride the whole way up
to the crest 5,800".
The road now descends the north-
east slope by easy gradients, but as
it is very rough owing to the loose
stones it is impossible to ride
down.
si0- 1 PR
g Side of hill thickly wooded with i

oak.
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Roure No. 2-—contd.

DisraANcE,
IN MILES.
Names of towns, villages,
rivers, &e. =
nter-
mediate. Total.

Detail,

‘§ Time.

2

l

“

A.M.

9-30
10
10-30

P. M.
IX 12
12-3

the river,

28t
May
1891.
A. M,
6-6.

6-30

numerous springs of beautiful cold water ]
right passalong a very picturesque and fertile valley of about half mile broad.

Note.—After
Bhimbar = 4 hours, 45 minutes.

Supplies.~None.
Water—Is excellent and plentiful from river and other small streams.
Fuel—Is plentiful.

Forage—Excellent grazing.

sesnen

}SHIMBAB

on our

5

Reach a plain on which are some
“ilyat” encampments and pass
long lines of stone walls evidently
used formerly as lines of defence.
This is said to be one on the battle-
fields of the celebrated Bakhtiari
Chief, Muhammad Taki.

Halt.

Descend into a narrow valley and
follow course of a stream through
a narrow mountain gorge passing

left hand, thence making a sharp turn to the

88 |Another sharp turn is made to the

ft  (north) and track passes
through some small hills into the
large picturesque and fertile valley
of Shimbar, where we encamp near

deducting halts, the actual time taken marching from Haud-i-Nau to

SEIMBAR

sessee

eereas

Here and there “ilyat ** black encampments are to be seen on the mountain sides.

Weather fine.

Leave camping-ground : ecross to
left bank of the river. Bearing of
general direction of route is north-
easterly. Track very good over
deep undulating country.

A village is passed about 200 yards
on our left, numbering about 9
stone huts.

Near this point another large
stream is crossed flowing in a south-
westerly direction.

Halt.
Cross the saddle of a hill, track

rough and stony, and descend into
the valley of Chilau,

Halt.

=

\

Number of Stage

\

=
=

Th

ViII

very sto
called T

Not
bours, 25
Sup.
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Fug
Fon
Nat\
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Roure No. 2—-conid.

S

& DisTANoE,

b = IN MILES,

k) : Names of towns, villages

F Time. o " Detail.
nter-

g mediate. | Total:

=z

Track now becomes good and easy going.

9-50 | CHILAU VILLAGE ... 6| 94 The village and Imamzada of
Chilau is passed, situated about
1,000 yards from track, well up the
e hillside on our right.
The valley of Chilau is here about 1% miles broad. Itis well cultivated.

10 vevens W Cross dry stony bed of stream.
Track good,
10-30
seneee oo e Halt.
10-50
WITE | 11-30' | Timaz:  ° w4 4| 98 Track rises up the south-eastern

end of the Chilau valley on to a
saddle on the other side of which
is the valley of Mori. Gradient of
ascent is about 5°, but the track is
very stony. Halt nearsome springs, on the mountain side about 4 miles from crest of saddle
called Taraz.

Note.—After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Shimbar to Taraz = 4
hours, 25 minutes.

Supplies.—None.

Water.—Scarce from a few springs. :

Fuel.—Plentiful as the mountain side is covered with stunted oaks and other trees.
Forage.—The grazingis poor at this time of year (end of May).

Note.—A few “ilyat” encampments were seen in the Chilau valley, but most of the
tribes have moved up to their ““ilag " or pastures at higher elevations,

29rE
May Weather fine.
1891.
AM. :
6 TArAz (Springs) ... | ... Leave camping-ground.
6-10 |TsarazSADDLE (5,600) 41102 Track to top of the saddle of the
- hill is very stony, and gradient of
ascentisabout 7°. Reach the saddle,
height 5,600°. From this point there
: are two roads leading down into the
Mori valley, one goes along the saddle of the hill higher up, but the best and shortest descends
into the valley by a newroad, just made by the Ilkhani of the Bakhtiaris, cut in the face
of the hill, gradients are about 5°. It meets the other track about half-way down the hill«
side.

7-30 seiie b i Track very good through a thick
cak forest.

Numerous small streams are crossed flowing south-west.
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Roure No. 2—concld.

& DISTANCE, » P
E IN MILES.
3 . Names of towns, villages, | ————— | i
§ Time, rivers, &c. ;i : Detail
2 nter-
g mediate. Total,
= ;
AM.,
8-20 g : w. | Halt.
8-35

Every attempt seems to have been made to improve the track as the Balkhtiaris appear
here to have been at the trouble to even break up the stones. 5
This route to Isfahan is far easier than that vid the Mal-i-Mir plain.

XI ( 945 [ Mort .. 9 | 111 | Halt in the Mori valley, which
- : is well cultivated. There are a few
stone huts on the hillsides which
show that all the year round there
are a certain number of permanent
inhabitants.

Note.—After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Tarazto Mori = 3 hours,
30 minutes. I

Supplies.—None.

Water—From stream in middle of the valley.

Fuel.—Not very plentifal.

e

Forage.—The grazing is good.

5 miles passes over a steep spur til}
it reaches Hazar Cham, the name
of a “gardan” not far off, the
height of which is 6,750'.

XIII 0 Hazar CHAM S 5% | 1165 | Here, at Hazar Cham, is a small
- e spring near which the ecaravans
halt. % e Al
Supplies.—None.

Water.—From spring.

lace.

XIV oo Gara-1-Kacrvz .. 6 | 1221 PFor about 5 miles the road
winds along side of the low range
of the Kuh-i-Safid until Gala-i-
Kachuz is reached, which is the re-

sidence of a few of the Mori tribe, who are thorough robbers.

vos KarA Bazurr 7% |1 130 From hence, the road follows the
course of a small stream to Kala
Bazuft, 7% miles distant. ?
" The road is in very good condi-
tion as it is the one usually taken

by most of the Bakhtiari tribes, when moving to and from the highlands or to Isfahan from
Shuster or Dizful.

For particulars of Kala Bazuft, see Major Sawyer’s reconnaissance in the Bakhtiari
country.

XIL | . | Moz 2if c | . From Moxi the: rondas fusiebai8 q

Forage.—Grazing good from the

‘ Number of atnm,_\ §

ahoy

O R

sunse
S
&
1]
Ty
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Route No. 3.
=
From Kapa BAzZUuET TO SHUSTER.
i Authority—Lieutenant W. D. MeSwiney, 7th Dragoon Guards, and Iman Sharif,
Khan Bahadur.,
T 3
& DisTANCE,
Ao IN MILES.
. Time, ) Famen ol fowng, illages, - Detail,
"g [ne[:iizl;.e. (ot
kb g z
I Kara Bazurr veor ey ik
i valley, v 11 Gara-1-KacEUZ .0 71 73 ! For the detailed account of
[here are ot tthese stages, see Route No. 2,
hillsides wie 111 Hazar CrUM 6 13 , Dizful to Kala Bazuft. :
ar round e
v of pernae Iv 29th | Mog1 (3,750') Tuner 53l 19 1
May AND ForbD.
: 1891. Leave middle of Mori valley by
{fori == 3 hom P. M. the Tungi through which a stream
12 flows which runs on through Susan
and Shallar.

Track is very rough ; riding is impossible.
It is a mere climbup and down, the side of the Tungi rising up sometimes to 200 feet
above the level of the stream.

B 2 General bgaf\'ing of direction
L step spur £ through Tungiis southerly. Reach e
am, the comparatively level ground at the
e ot end‘ of the Tungi, the stream of
a0 which makes a sharp turn to the
g south-west into the Susan valley.
haxa;ls ;mn:ail IV 4 SUsAN 53| 241 Track follows equrse of stream
e until the village of Susan is reached,
i where we encamp en right bank of
bt stream.

spring.

lg gogd from

In this picturesque valley are to be found vines, fic and walnut trees in great guantity.

miles the The valley is also well cultivated, and irrigation is carefully attended to.

it 1 24 There is a little water-mill which is busily engaged grinding wheat from sunrise to
fd ] (i sunset. g

|, which it ® Houses number about 40 to 50, built of mud and stone.

The inhabitants are friendly and willing to assist us.
Supplies.—Obtainable for a small party from village.
Fuel—Ts plentiful. $

Water—TIs excellent and plentiful from stream.

yooad ol Forage.—The grazing is excellent.
1 stret 0 Note.—Time taken marching from Mori to Susan = 4 hours.
distanb. Halt one day here. '
very goe!ﬂ ?&; ¢ 31st | Susaw ... Lt v | Weather fine,
o8 usu:]]] vuﬁ May
¢ fo [sbe 1891,
A, M.
i the B 5-45 Leave village. Bearing of general
| direction is westerly, f
/
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Route No. 8—=contd.

& DISTANCE,
£ IN MILES.
"g Time. Names x?ifv iex;;v’n;,c Yﬂlages, i Detail,
g m{exégz;;. oty i
£ ;
Our path is good along the side of the stream for some distance.
Numerous springs are passed on the hillside. Valley very undulating. 1
SO0 it s Halt for bearings on crest of a hill.
8 For the next two hours track cros-
ses two small valleys, and is very
rough.
10
Kur-1-FETCH ok i Halt for bearings on Kuh-i-Fetch.
(4,350). Bearing of general direction turns
10-30 south-west. Commence descent into
the valley of Shallar.
Track bad, stony and gradients about 9°. Slope of) mountain side 18°,
11-30 Gevias s 5 Track now becomes much easier
as the level ground of the valley of
Shallar is reached.
P.M.
V | 12.30 | SHALLAR ON SHIMBAR 8 323 Arrive on the left bank of the
RivEr. Shimbar River which runs through
the Shallar valley. 4
We encamp near some “ilyat *
black tents ; there are a few stone
huts lower down stream near where
a Tungi is entered.
Supplies.~None.
Fuel.—Plentiful.
Water.~~Excellent supply.
Forage.~The grazing is excellent.
ForDp AND BRIDGE ... | ... Ford.—A dangerous one as the
current is very swift, about 5 miles
and hour.
Depth 4/ and 20 yards broad. ' ¢
Bottom, pebbly. :
Bank shows signs of water rising
to 8 feet.
Bridge.—Near ford there is a bridge madeof branehés and slung over stream ; itis
only fit for foot passengers.
i Note.—After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Susan to Shallar = 6
ours.
1st June| SEALLAR. Weather fine.
1891. /
AM
4-50 Gl G Leaving camping-ground.
5 Gee iy e o Arrive at Ford. il
Each mule had to be taken across
by 3 men, one at its head, a second
on the down side of stream, and the
i third holding the animal’s tail.
One with all our precautions was near y lost.
I myself the day before when searching for a ford was nearly carried away.
5-30 ok o L Track for some distance follows Not
the course of the stream, “when
it is joined by the stream from
Mori and Susan just  before iy
—
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Roure No. 3—conid.

—

away south-

g DISTANCE,
8 IN MILES,
&
k] - Names of towns, villages, i
g _ Time, rivers, &, i Detail,
nter-
'g mediate,| 10l
Z
v s S o se | it enters a Tungi making a sharp
turn to the right (westerly),
A.M.
6-15 sevees The track bears I
westerly over the mountain
through which the Tungi runs.

6-35 }Anomm PAVED

ROAD.

The gradients of the zigzag are about 4°.

7-10

7-20 | Kum-1-Bist-1-Pang
IsTapAH, 3,400/,

OR HILL OF 25 STEPS.
Karuxn RIvEes.

1027
11
11-30
11-50

VI P.M. DasHT-1-GUL
1

10 423

Dismount as track is very bad
and descend by steep gradient
of 7° over slippery stones into a
deep ravine.

Halt for mules to come up.
Track now ascends another hillside
up the remains of an ancient well
paved zigzag road which is about
15’ broad.

This paved track brings us to the
top of the hill.

Another ten minutes brings ustoa
point on the hill where a good
view of the Karun River is ob-
tained, as it is seen about 1,000’
below us at the point where it is
joined by the Shimbar River.

Halt.

We descend into the valley by 25
zigzags which are the remains of
some ancient paved high road.

Bottom of zigzags is reached.

From now to our next camping
stage road good over undulating
ground,

Arrive at our camping-ground
called Dasht-i-Gul,

There is no village here ; only a
few “ilyat” encampments in the
neighbourhood.

Note.—After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Shellar to Dasht-i-Gul

= 6 hours, 55 minutess,

Supplies.—None.

®
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Route No. 8—contd.

DISTANCE, -
IN MILES.

Names of towns, villages, |———— Detail.

Time, rivers, &c.

Number of stage.

Inter- it %
mediate. Total, ;

Water.—Scarce and brackish.
Fuel.—Scarce.
Forage—The grazing is at this time of year (June) very poor.

2nd | DasET-1-GUL e e e ‘Weather fine.

June
1891.
AM.
5-30 coine e Leave camping-ground. Bearing
; of general direction is easterly.
6-35 G Track over hilly eountry which
soon becomes very broken.
2-4'0 } Ot 2 Halt. Ground for & hour becomes

more opén and track good until the
Tungi between the two hills of
Aran and Pul-i-Shah is entered.

7-30 vor Road in Tungi very bad, we have
to build up ramps so as to get our
mules over tke huge boulders in the
now dry bed of a stream.

Bearing of Tungi at entrance
220%; half.-way through it turns to
the right ; bearing:125.° Track rises
out of Tungi to the top of hill.

9 eieee

9-10
1 Vet Halt on top of hill for bearings.

9-25 | j

9-45 |. e Track passes eastward along a
valley. :

10-30 Pass over a hill, surface of
which is very slippery, being of
gatch.

it :

senves o Ground broken generally.
11-30 Halt.

Country now becomes more open as the undulating plain of Andaka is approached, in the
middle of which is situated, on a circular hill, the Kilah-i-Sith belonging to Isfendia Khan.
P.M

VII 1 MUsHGARL o 12 543 TEncamp near some black “ilyat ”
tents at a spot called Mushgari.

: Note.—Actual time taken after
deducting halts marching from .
Dasht-i-Gul to- Mushgari = 6 hours,
25 minutes.

Supplies.—None:

o
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25

Roure No. 3—contd.

S (R
<
-~ Disrance,
= IN MILES.
o :
© : Names of towns, villages, [——————— %
g Time. Sivdis ko - Detail.
nter-
5 mediate.| Total
z

Water.—Scarce.

JFuel.—Scarce, only Konar bushes
and wild almond trees.

Forage.—Grazing very poor at
this time of year (June).

We were not well received here on first arvival as they said I was a Kafar, but a present
to the Kat Khuda, who himself had received us well, and who was told I was a guest of the
Ilkhani, soon made matters all right,

3rd June | MUSHGARI Weather fine.
1891.
A. M,
5 Leave camping-ground, Bearing

of general direction is westerly.
For nearly an hour our path lies
over an undulating plain, with a

considerable  number of small
villages and ilyat black tents to be seen in all directions.

5-50 N
F i Halt for bearings,
6-10 | The village of Saiadhais passed
about § mile to left of track.

6-30 i A Ziarat with its white spire,
which is a landmark for some con-
siderable distance, is passed on the
right of road, and some springs on
the left hand.

Track becomes rough and stony as it descends into a valley at the foot of the Kuh-
i-Landar mountain.

7-50 IKILAH ZIARAT l ( l Arrive ab the Fort and village of
| Kilah Ziarat.

The village numbers about 150 stone huts, with a large building in the centre which
evidently must at some former time have been a caravansarai.

LANDAR  wmoUNTAIN | ... The inhabitants appeared very
(3,450"). friendly and after exchanging a
few words with them we proceeded

to the top of the Landar moun-
tain.

The ascent is easy ; gradient of path about 4°.

On reaching the crest a_fine view is obtained of the Karun as it winds away north-
west and south again past Shuster, the lower portion of the town being only just visible
from behind a large hill which sereens the upper part,

The appearance of the country between Landar mountain and Shuster is very broken,
although the natives report a good footpath.

E
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Roure No. 3—contd.

Number of stage.

Time,

Names of towns, villages,
rivers, &c,

DistaNCE,
IN MILES.

Inter-
mediate

Total.

Detail.

VIII

9
10
11-30

P, M.
145

2-5

4th June
1891.
4.3,
5-45

6-10
6-25

oo

sesune

CEIirTEE  MouUNDS
AND Forr.

CHITTEE

ks

TUMBAL (VILLAGE)...

14)

73

There is no ford or bridge at the foot of Landar mountain, but the people when they want
to go this route inflate a skin and swim across,

Halt to take bearings.

An hour and a half’s ride brings
us back to the road by which our
caravan was to follow us to our next
stage.

The bearing of general direction
changes to north-westerly.

From here for the remainder of our march the track lies up and down over hills of
gatch, sometimes along a deep ravine between them, sometimes along their crest.

Halt for bearings.

From now until we descend mto
the valley Chittee, through which
the Chulbar stream 1runs, the
nature of the country is as deseribed
above.

Encamp at Chittee. Here there
are the remains of numerous
mounds and the ruins of an old
fort. i

There is not, however, a human
being to be seen anywhere.

Supplies.—None.

Fuel.—Scarce.

Water—Is plentiful and excel-
lent from stream.
Forage.—The grazing is very poor,
at this time of year (June).

Note.—Actual time taken, after deducting halts marching from Mushgari to Chittee =
10 hours, 10 minutes.

Weather fine.

Leave camping-ground. Bearing
of general direction is northerly.
Track for a short distance lies along
the valley, then over hilly and bro-
ken country.

Halt for bearings.

Reach a large plain. Village of
Tumbal is a mile on our left.

Number of stage \

\

Deds

Bear
Roa

Fort

Wew
{om over

Totew

Suopl
Tatey
Fuel-
me(
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3 27
Roure No 8~=contd.
\ E
: : % DisTANCE,
= IN MILES. .
B e eemmeeee v
: et | ta,
et g
ten Hhepg : : :
i Beds of numerous streams are now crossed with scarcely any water in them.
6-45
% Halt for bearings.
7
8 RivEr (NAME UN-| ... Descend into a large walley.
tide bring ! KNOWN) FORD. Cross a large stream, Ford 3 feet
" which o deep, width of stream 40 yards.
§ 1o onr negt | Bottom pebbly. Currentrapid.
al diretiy ! ' Banks show signs of overflowing.
Iy. I 8-40 73| 81| Track leaves the valley and passes
2] = up a ravine on to the extensive
ver hillsof | plain of Lali.
| 8-50 :
| Halt for bearings.
3 9.15
wend into |
igh which Bearing of general direction now changes to westerly.
muns, the Road good across this extensive plain towards the valley of the Karun.
s deseribed 10
} e Halt for bearings.
Here thers 10-20
numerots
of anold | 10-45 s Ground again becomes very bro-
3 ken over numerous small hills of
4 human 3 gatch and red sandstone,
o
11-45 The track is very trying to laden
animals. A bend in the Karun river
‘ is struck, the descent to the bank of
and ek which is steep, gradient 10° a
bad attempt here at making a road.
s very poar, <
= i ~TFor the next £ hour we follow the course of the Karun.
Chittee= We are unable to keep to the river bank as it is precipitous, so have to climb up and
g down over the hills along side.
.M.
I 12-30 | CHAMAN-I-YORGHA,., 7 88 | Encamp on a hill near the Karun
] at a place called Chaman-i-Yorgha.
W, Beuing
i Iioerstﬁef}]v Note.~Actual time taken after deducting halts marching from Chittee to Chaman-i-Yor-
[{fye ;ml 'mu. gha = 5 hours, 35 minutes.
Supplies.—None.
Water~—Is plentiful from the Karun river.
N Fuel.—Scarce.
| [Viga%’” Forage.—~The grazing is very poor.
q st
./
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Rovre No. 8—contd.

i:.;) DisTANCE,
‘E - IN MILES.
° . Names of towns, villages, |—— ;
:.‘;’ Time. Tierarkos { g Detail.
2 Inter-
E mediate. Total.
=
6th June| CEAMAN-1-YoRGHA,., | , s v | Weather fine. Temperature at2 .,
1891. 116° Fahrenheit.
A.M, -
s e .. | Leave camping-ground. Bearing

of general direction is westerly.
Track passes along edge of hills

on right bank of Karun.,

ghr— (ELY e e Track very bad where it dips to

\ cross a stream flowing into the

Karun, as the gradients are steep

: 12° slope.

S:80BIEhe e e o e Track good, passes now along edge

of the Karun, ground on either

side of Karun opens out, slopes of

hills about 5°.

9 :
§ Halt.
9-45
10-45 5 Track bad in the Tungi, as it has

to pass through a short tunnel.

- Track now comes out on open ground for some distance until the Tungi Kilah-i-Rustam
is reached.
A few minutes brings us through this Tungi, the track is good, and comes out on the
plain of Gotwand or Akeili,

11
...... e Halt.
11-25
P.M.
1 Bearing of general direction of

road now is southerly,

3-30 Ceches 10 98 | Gotwand is passed. Jella Khan is
passed about a mile to the left.

6 KARUN (RIGHT BANK) 12 | 110 | We reach the right bank of the
Karun opposite to Shuster,

Cross  Karun river by raft,
swimming animals across.
| T Arrive in Shuster®,

Note.—Actual time taken marching after deducting halts from Chaman-i-Yorgha to
Shuster = 12 hours, 50 minutes.

* For description of the town of Shuster, see * Persian Gazetteer,”” and Colonel Bell’'s ¢ Military Report on
South-West, Persia,’
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3. 8., October 4894,
8x3 3.4. 4. VIEW OF THE VALLEY OF MAL-i-MIR,
December 1890,

(82.) ao. D. McSwiney, Lieut,

Tth Dragoon Suards.
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Appendix A.

The following is an account by Mzjor Bruce, 1944 Bengal Lancers, of a jour-
ney across the Bakhliari mountaing Jrom Shuster to Isfakan, which ke and
Lieutenant W. p. MecSwiney, 7¢h Dragoon  Guards, performed in the
winter of 1890.

To
MAJOR SAWYER,
Ass1STANT QUARTER MasTER GENERAT,

| SIMLA.
ik Journey in December 1890, from Shuster o Isfuhan,

(1) Shuster to Zan M wrdel, 6 farsacks.—Travelled ov
for 2 farsacks, after which the track wasg through low hills
The path was not difficult for mules,
and opening out for wheels,

€r open country
the whole way.
but would need considerable levelling

Zan Murdeh is situated in g basin, completely surrounded by hills, with a

stream of good water running through it. Caravans sometimes halt here,
but there is no village.

(2) Zan Murdeh to Gul Gir (or Goor-beer), 8 farsacks.—TFor Jve hours
rode over a grassy undulating vale, a high range of (gypsum) hills on left
hand, a low range on right.,  Up to this the Wway was good and practicable
for guns. Turned east and ascended a very difficult zigzag path for one hour,
when a grassy plateau was reached, along which, for four hours in a south.
east direction, the path was easy and practicable for guns up to Gul Gir.

Gul Gir is a Bakhtiari* village of reed h

uts with a stream running
* Not a village of Saiads. close by L

(8) Gul Gir to Kila Madrassa No. 1, t4 farsacks.—General direction

# There is another Kila Maq. SOUth-east, went for_more than a mile over a stony

rassa between Mali-Mir and Plain, and entered hills shown on map as confused
Godar-i-Balu(ak. mass.f  This stage was cxtremely rough, riding
i Toa great extent true des- being nearly impossible the greater part of the

TR way. . The route followed the line of g stream,
which had to be crossed nine times. The gradients were nowhere very great,

but the track was hardly visible, worn rock here and there alone indicating
it.

At Kila Mzdrassa there are two ruins ;§ a pateh of black soil which shows

§ Either forts or onea fory 51308 of having been cultivated by the “Ilyats.” A

B oter  co stream of good water runs through the place, empty-

Ing itself into the stream we had so repeatedly

crossed ; the latter is brackish and undrinkable. A mountain battery and
half a battalion could camp here.

F
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s
11

(4) Kila Madrassa No. 1 to Mal Saiadi, 3 farsacks (or less).—Crossed
brackish stream, ascended a hill, descended and crossed stream again, then had
to cross a mountain to get to Mal-i-Mir plain. The track worked up gradu-
ally sideways till near the top, when a sharp zigzag had to be ascended o
summit. The whole way to this point had been rough and the track narrow,
but a little better than that of previous day. From the top of this mountain
the descent was extremely rough and rather steep, till on approaching the
plain, when the path lay over ups and downs of no difficulty. Once
in the plain”all appeared easy. We were going to the head of Mal-i-
Mir (to the village travellers call Mal Amir), but a violent storm came on
with a heavy fall of hail, and we were regularly driven before it into the vil
lage of Mal Saiadi, a small collection of reed huts inhabited by Saiads.

(5) Mal Swiadito Mal-i-Mir, 2% farsacks.—Over an easy country the whole
way.  One place half way stream had to be crossed, and also some low gatch
hills.  Several villages were seen dotted about and a large one of reed huts passed
close to. The latter portion of the march lay along the edge of the lake.
Cultivation was seen on all sides. Under the village * we halted near, which
is on a mound, a stream runs of good water. The
people were, Ilyats, who come there in winter (at
least most of them reside there only in winter). '

(6) Mal-i-Mir to Char Deh, 4 farsacks.—For an hour we went over a
level plain, in one place rather marshy, then went up mountain over face of
slippery steep rock. Half-way up, the old paved way, the Rah-i-Sulta-
nah was encountered, and it was as bad travelling over as the previous
rock. This ascent must have been 1,000 feet.

* Usually called Mal-i-Mir.

The descent was very bad and difficult on the other side, riding being
impossible. After descending for about one hour the way became easier.
From a graveyard in the route, past Kila Madrassa No. 2 to Char Deh, the
track was good enough for mules.

Char Deh isa miserable village under a high mountain, which T take to
be the Kuh-i-Peiria. A stream runs deep down in a gorge in front of
viilage across which and the mountains beyond the people say there is a
short cut 1 farsack to Mal-i-Mir, but only a footpath.

(7) Char Deh to Godar-i- Balutak, 2% farsacks.—The way is not particular-
ly easy ; it is down a gorge to theriver Karun ; there are many rocks in the
way, which is narrow. The descent to the river is steep and left bank very
rocky. Very little room for animals or baggage to be collected prior to crossing.

The crossing was easy, but took a long time, as there was only one tny
raft of inflated skins, and we had a good deal of baggage ; our horses and
mules swam across, almost straight, in a few seconds. The river was only
some 50 yards wide, if so much, and not very rapid.

At Godar-i-Balutak there is no village. Caravans camp here on bank of
river. There is room for alarge camp. The right bank, our landing side, is
easy ofaccess. This bank consists of conglomerate rock, worn down, with
a sandy edge. (See sketch.)

(8) Godar-i-Balutakto Dek Diz, 2% farsacks.—The first two miles from
the river were not at all easy ; the ascent was over a rough path until a stream
was reached : along this we went nearly the whole way to Deh Diz; the path-
was narrow, but very easy. Oaks abound on this march. Deh Diz is under

i
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‘BAKHTIARI HUT BUILT INTO THE SIDE OF THE HILL AT CHARDEH, in which Major Bruce

and Lieutenant W. D. McSwiney were snowed up in December 1890. [38r] (1/2)
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BAKHTIARI HUT BUILT INTO THE SIDE OF THE HILL AT CHARDEH,
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‘BAKHTIARI HUT BUILT INTO THE SIDE OF THE HILL AT CHARDEH, in which Major Bruce
and Lieutenant W. D. McSwiney were snowed up in December 1890." [38v] (2/2)
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il

a mountain, and looks over a cultivated valley, several villages being visible.
This village is the largest met so far, and has a small fort. A caravanserai
sort of place.

(9) Deh Diz to Rudbar, 4 farsacks.—-A steep ascent from village, but
004 g rocky one. A road eould be made up it without much labour. :
L

# The descent was over snow B . 3
T yerplippesy Eotition bha On the top of the mountain the snow is about

2 mile, six inches deep.*

From the summit of this mountain the descent was continual the whole
way to river, where the bank was gained through a gorge (the bed of a
stream).

This was an easy mareh, but going the reverse way the pull up must be
very trying ; half-way down the descent we passed the place where the road
for “Pul-i-Shaitan’ branches off. On getting to the river bank we had to fol-
low it for 14 miles, and then crossed by a ford 2% feet deep. The stream was
strong.

Getting across we followed the bank for § mile and camped at a village
near the stream ; above us was the precipitous mountain to be climbed the
following day. 5

i arge en ing
+ We were only able to pitch 5 There is a 1 S sty ground' where we
them four times during the pitehed our tents T near the v1llage.
journey, as the weather was so
bad.

(10) Rudbar to Hillisat, 4 farsacks.—From the village of Rudbar a steep
climb for one hour had to be made to top of mountain, on reaching which we
looked right down on the site where our camp had been. This ascent is not
rocky as a rule, but it was so steep that I led my horse up the latter portion
of it. I believe a good zigzag could be made up this mountain without much
cost. From the summit of the mountain the road seemed easy, through oak
forests, the whole way to Hillisat ; but this part of the journey was made in a
blinding snow storm, and little could be seen. We reached the snow line just
after getting to the top, and shortly afterwards the snow began to fall.

There was a descent for some distance before reaching Hillisat, where
a stream was crossed, and a slight ascent for 100 yards orso, made to village.

We had to halt here a day as the people said we could not possibiy get on
through the snow.

(11) Hillisat to Mirza Makomed Talki, 4 farsacks.—Started with guides

from village, and had a difficult journey through

1 Two lfcet deep, limd mfﬁeg the snow] ; muleteers very anxious to stop on the

insome places my howse (1> ,.,.qin 45 cave. I made them go on; and we oot
i : to h Foue et ; g

tgl?ft%:. high) wens up fo R 3 to Mahomed Taki onriver bank (under a cliff)

just as it was getting dark.

I had to lighten my loads for this journey, and make my party walk,
giving each man a piece of raw hide to tie over his boots and form a sort o £
snow-shoe.
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v

I should say that this march is quite impracticable for ordinary ecaravang
for at least two and a half months.* The people
z sfome glﬂl‘llﬁl\“;'ils lrecefltt!y who live in those parts say it is dangerous even
come frrom nar aha. Sayl 18 e & 4. s aie
open now (7th January 1891) for th_em and that men lose their lives in trying to
and is closed for about a month, cross in bad weather,

If there were caravanserais at short intervals and constant trafiic daily, the
road might be kept open, just as the Kohrud beyond Soh is. I have seen four
feet of snow on the Kohrud, and am told it has been known to be deeper.

From daily use the path over the snow forms into a ridge of ice, rising
gradually with each fall of snow : mules seem to cross the ice causeway very
well, though they do sometimes get off it into the snow, when there is a
difficulty.

e There is a steepish climb about half-wayt and a
sn:ﬁ:{ﬁ;";;g"ﬁggh;isefﬁzg descent to Mahomed Taki, but they are neither
on a small plateau. extremely hard to encounter.

Mahomed Taki f is about 2% miles from Du-

3 Nosnow here but there was pulan, on the opposite side of the stream.

just immediately above the
place.

(12) Mirza Mahomed Taki to Ardal, 2 farsacks, or a little more.—Path
good for mules, till the ascent from the gorge to the Ardal Valley had to be
made, when the climb was stiff for half an hour or s0; the Ardal Valley was
covered with snow two inches deeep.

This is an easy march with the exception of the climb above-mentioned.

(13) Ardal§ to Garku, 7 forsacks.—To Nargun, the path over frozen

: snow was up and over a hill for two-thirds of

cut§ o}‘ligf'e;snfg‘lﬁfi‘;lr“’z‘?;c?f&“f;ﬁ way ; then there was a slight descent to the village.

impracticable owing to snow. The road was rather slippery. From Nargun to

near Cha the snow was deep, but there was a path

through it. (There had been no path over snow from Hillisat to Mahomed
Talki.)

This march was fairly easy.

(14) From Garku to Kava Rukk, 6 farsacks.—Road was easy, over a
path through the snow.

Snowed up here for two days. We were the guests of Isfendia Khan.

(15) Kava Rulkh to Bist-i-Gun, 5 farsacks (Bisgun).—The first half of
the road was through rather deep snow. Gurdan-i-Rukh was difficult, the
snow being deep on it; mnearly up to my horse’s girth, in one or two places,
just before getting to the « Kotal,” fine snow was being carried like dust
before the wind here.

(16) B?'st-i-(’;zfn (Bisgun) to Isfahan, 8 farsacks.—Easy the whole way,
;hfrol;]gh slight snow : about two inches of snow was on the ground ahout
sfahan,

I consider 20 farsacks or about 80 miles of the road from Shuster may
in fine weather be called difficult, viz.,—

1. The zigzag on to the Gul Gir plateau.
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v
ty vaaf‘,"
Tl th 2. From Gul Gir to Mal-i-Mir plain,
oy T - . . . .
’;ﬂlt?:met 3. From Mal-i-Mir plain to Godar-i-Balutak, on Karan river.
4. A short piece immediately after leaving Godar-i-Balutak,
e day 5. From Deh Diz to Rudbar is mostly steep ; either way a stiff ascent
V8 o8 and descent are encoutered, but not rough as a rale.
eepen, :
E.M 6. Rudbar to mountain above it.
ML 1ee, iy =
ey 1y * This march was so_ buried T, it lPerl;a.ps some of the: way from Hillisat to
ellthere‘uj’ in snow I could hardly say Upulan.
what it was like in fine weather,
but it seemed as if it would be v .
“wayt very easy for mules. 8. Dupulan gorge to Ardal plateau.
g gy
i A road for wheels is at present quite out of the question over the above
3 Tom [y portions of the route.
o,
A good mule road is required, and then it would be the easiest way to
i reach Lsfahan from the Persian Gulf.
008, ~pj
b . ;
b b EDWARD BRUCE, Major
Vallym 5
‘ 19th Bengal Lancers.
toutione, | -
e P.S.—Lieutenant McSwiney, 7th Dragoon Guards, will send in perhaps
i f a more detailed report, as he took notes the whole way with that view.
the villg,
{argun i E. B.
s IsranAN, PERSIA @
Hahoned '
. The 7th January 1891.
}
e The above was written before the route from Dizful and Shuster viéd Shimbarand Chilau
and Kala Bazuft Valley had been reported on, which is undoubtedly the shortest and could be made
Chan the easiest with very little trouble or expenditure,
bt of
qalf, th
'oflm Stura W. D. McSWINEY, ZLieut.,
1st November 1891, 7th Dragoon Guards.
Tl
d abort
4
o 1
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vi .

Appendix B.

Temperatures.
Date. Place. Temperature. Time, REMARES.
29th April ... | Shustar ...' 80° 10 a.m.
st 5 81° 10 A
3rd May ... | Ab-i-bid 87° 3-30 ».31.
dth . - Diztul - "82° 11 .. In pucka house.
bthe s -Ta.biran 95° 1 p.M.
7thes .| Duma Kail i 920 " 2-30 2. M.
8th ,, ...| Khan-i-Sufid Ve 78° 1-30 p.u. Rainy day.
9th ,, .. | Nurabad e 3 e :
J0th - = 50 s =Payh A 67° : 3 p.m. Cloudy.
11th ., = . | Chullun i 76° 4 p.uM.
12th ,, ... | Nukdar 792 3p M.
13th ,, ...| Pul-i-Kul 91° 12 noon. 2
19th 5, .. | Duma Kail S 92° 1 p.ar.
20th ,, ... | Sar-i-dasht 103° 3 P.M.
23rd ,, ... | Salwati 100° 4 oy,
24th ,, ... | Dar-i-Babadi 99° 4 p.a,
26th ,, ...| Chulbar 90° 3-30 .M.
26th ,, ...| Haud-i-Nan 84° 1 pm.
27th ,, ... | Shimbar 99° 2 p.M.
98th -, . | Taraz e
20th ,, .. | Susan oy 1-30 P,
31st ,, ... | Shallar : 103° 2-30 ». M.
1st June ... | Dasht-i-Gul e 98° 9
2nd ,, ... | Mashgari o 97° 2-30 p. M.
3rds el Chiti 104° 5p.M.
4th , ...| Chaman Yorgha .., 13 3 p.M.
5th ,, ... | Shustar L 108° 1p.m. In shade of pucka
house.

G. C. Press, Simla.—No. C-6 Q. M.. G., I, B, ~13-1.92,—25,

————
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