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About this record

Narrative report on surveys conducted in south-west Persia [Iran]. The structure of the report is in two
parts. The first part concerns British relations with Arabs, Persians and the Bakhtiaris [Bakhtiyārīs] during
the reconnaissance of south-west Persia. The second part contains reports of routes leading into Bakhtiari
country from the south-west. In addition, there is an appendix containing an account of a journey across the
Bakhtiari mountains during 1890-91, which is written by Major Bruce, 19th Bengal Lancers.

The report is by William Daniel McSwiney. The survey work was carried out by Assistant Surveyor Imam Sharif,
Khan Bahadur [Imām Sharīf, Khān Bahādur].

The report contains the following illustrations:

• ‘Reconnaissance Sketch of The Dizful [Dezful] Bridge.’ (f 10)

• ‘Reconnaissance Sketch of The Khushi Khana on the right bank of the Ab-i-Diz [Rudkhaneh-
ye Dez], which commands the town of Dizful.’ (f 14)

• ‘Distant View of the Snow Covered Bakhtiari Mountains looking East from Dizful, November
1890.’ (f 16)

• ‘View of the River Ab-i-Diz as it flows into the “Gorge’’ on the north side of the Kilah
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7th Dragoon Guards.’ (f 3)

• ‘Reconnaissance Survey of S.-E. Bakhtiari Country, May 1891, Surveyed by Sub-Surveyor
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Dragoon
Guards.’ (f 4).
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r 

Custody and disposal of secret books, reports, &c.. issued by the 
Intelligence Branch, Qr. Mr. G-enl.’s Dept, in India. 

o 
The attention of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief having been called 

to the want of system in the custody, use and disposal of secret works, &c., His 
Excellency desires that in future the following regulations may be strictly 
adhered to :— 

(a) Officials to whom works of a secret nature are issued, will be held personally 
ally responsible for their safe custody, and they must be very careful to keep 
them under lock and key : and under no circumstances to leave them where they 
are likely to be observed by people who should have no access to them. They 
will submit half-yearly (on the 1st January and 1st July) to the Intelligence 
Branch a return showing that such matter is still in their possession. 

(b) When an official to whom a secret work has been issued vacates his 
appointment or is transferred or proceeds on duty or leave (out of India for any 
period, or in India for any period exceeding 3 months), all secret works in his 
possession if held in his official capacity must be personally made over to his 
successor (be he temporary or permanent), and a report submitted to the Intelligence 
gence Branch by the officer handing over the issues showing that this has been 
done. The following is the form of report to be made :— 

Certified that I have this day delivered over to , the 
following secret works issued to me by the Intelligence Branch— 

No. Full Title of work. No. of 
Vols. 

No. of 
copies. 

Remarks. 
Explaining reason of 

handing over. 

Place and date. Signature. 
Signature of receiving officer 

In the case of officers of the District Staff these reports must be sent through 
the G. 0. 0. 

(c) In the case of an official leaving his station under circumstances other than 
above stated, it is optional for him to hand over the secret works in his charge 
to another officer with the above prescribed formalities, but if he does not do so, 
he is as responsible for them during his absence as he is during his presence at 
his station. 

(d) Personal or complimentary issues of secret works will be held by the 
recipient until his departure from India, when the secret matter will be returned 
to the Intelligence Branch for safe custody, or special permission obtained for 
its retention. 

Army Head Quarters,) James Browne, Major-General, 
Simla, 1-10-1891. j Quarter Master General in India. 
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Custody and disposal of secret boo^s, reports, &c., issued by the 

Intelligence Branch, Qr- Mr. Genl’s Dept, in India. 

The attention of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief having been called 
to the want of system in the custody, use and disposal of secret works, &c., 
His Excellency desires that in future the following regulations may be strictly 
adhered to :— 

(a) Officials to whom works of a secret nature are issued, will be held personally 
ally responsible for their safe custody, and they must be very careful to keep 
them under lock and key; and under no circumstances to leave them where they 
are likely to be observed by people who should have no access to them. They 
will submit half-yearly (on the 1st January and 1st July) to the Intelligence 
Branch a return showing that such matter is still in their possession. 

(b) When an official to whom a secret work has been issued vacates his 
appointment or is transferred or proceeds on duty or leave (out of India for any 
period, or in India for any period exceeding 3 months), all secret works in his 
possession if held in his official capacity must be personally made over to his 
successor (be he temporary or permf.nent), and a report submitted to the Intelligence 
gence Branch by the officer handing over the issues showing that this has been 
done. The following is the form of report to be made :— 

Certified that I have this day delivered over to , the 
following secret works issued to me by the Intelligence Branch— 

No. Full Title of work. No. of 
Yols. 

No. of 
copies. 

Remarks. 
Explaining reason of 

handing over. 

Place and date. Signature 
Signature of receiving officer 

In the case of officers of the District Staff these reports must be sent through 
the G. O. 0. 

(c) In the case of an official leaving his station under circumstances other 
than above stated, it is optional for him to hand over the secret works in his 
charge to another officer with the above prescribed formalities, but if he does not 
do so, he is as responsible for them during his absence as he is during his presence 
sence at his station. 

(d) Personal or complimentary issues of secret works will he held by the 
recipient until his departure from India, when the secret matter will he returned 
to the Intelligence Branch for safe custody, or special permission obtained for 
its retention. 

Army Head Quarters, "1 James Browne, Major-General, 

Simla, 1-10-91. ) Quarter Master General in India. 
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I. B. Diary No. 67 of 1891 — Persia. 

PREFACE. 

The report is in two portions. 

The first treats of our relations with the Arabs, Persians, and 

the Bakhtiaris, during the reconnaissance in South-West Persia. 

The second contains the detailed road reports of routes leading 

into the Bakhtiari country from the south-west, with an appendix, 

containing an account of a journey across the Bakhtiari mountains 

in the winter of 1890-91 by Major Bruce, 19th Bengal Lancers. 

It is based on personal observations and information derived 

from sources mentioned in the account which, I have every 

reason to believe, are fairly correct. 

The survey work was carried out by Assistant Surveyor Imam 

Sharif, Khan Bahadur> who was placed under my orders. 

W. L. MoSWINEY, Lieut., 

7th Dragoon Guards. 

It. G. WOODTHOBPE, Colonel, 

Deputy Quarter Master General, 

Intelligence Branch. 
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con- 

sidered Secret. 

21Reference: Mss Eur F112/397. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000016

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000016?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [9r] (22/90)

COHTEHTS. 

Part L 

A short report on our relations with the Arabs, Persians and 
Bakhtiaris. 

Part II. 

Koad Keports- 

List of maps and sections contained in the pockets of this work. 

I.—-Reconnaissance survey of the south-west portion of the 
Bakhtiari country lying 

1 between the Rivers Ab-i-Diz and 
the Karun.—1891, scale 1" = 8 miles. 

II. 1 —Sections (1) Dizful to Pul-i-Rul. 

(2) Dizful to Kala Bazuft. 

(3) Shuster to Kala Bazuft, 

{via Laii, Musghari and Susan). 

(4<) Shuster to Kala Bazuft, 

{via Sar-i-Shah and Chilau). 

III.-~Plan of Dizful. 
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A SHOUT KEPORT 

ON OtJE REIATIONS WITH THE 

MACS, PERSIANS, AND BAKHTIARIS 

DUEINO THE 

RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA. 

T>J±TZ r F X. 

Obstruction of Persian Cus- 
fcom House official. 

According to instructions received from the Quarter Master General's 
Department, Intelligence Branch, I left Bushire for the Karun on the 17th 
April 1891, accompanied by Assistant Surveyor Imam Sharif, X/ian Bahadur, 
of the Survey Department of India. 

On the 2:2nd of April we arrived off the Arab town of Mahommerah at 
the mouth of the Karun river. 

The Persian Custom House official came on hoard at once, and was extremely 
tremely anxious to find out the reason of my return.* 

He wished to detain us, as he said it would not he safe to proceed up-country 
as several of the Arab tribes along the route to 
Shuster were in revolt; besides which, as the Governor 
ernor of Arabistan had been deposed, the town of 

Shuster was in a, very disturbed state, fighting going on. 
I told him that I possessed letters from Teheran ordering all the Shah's 

officials to give me every assistance in my travels in the country, and if I did 
not obtain it, I should report the matter to Teheran. 

This seemed to satisfy him, and he afterwards sent me an order allowing 
me to land my guns, &c., anywhere up the Karun river. 

I did not show the Custom House official my letters from Teheran, as they 
were addressed by name to the late Governor of Arabistan, and signed by the 
Shah's Prime Minister, the Amin-ul-Sultan, whom bazar report said had just 
been divested of all power. 

In case the above rumour should prove correct, I was anxious lest he should 
demand to see the letters. 

I cannot but help thinking that the Amin-ul-Sultan must have already recalled 
called the Nizam-ul-Sultan from Arabistan when he gave the British Legation 
the letters for me to him. 

Persian man-of-war. At Mahommerah we passed the only Persian 
man-of-war, the “ 

Bersepolis.” 
She is supposed to be officered by Germans, but on asking Baron Schenck, 

Suspected nationality of the the Gei ’ man Minister at Teheran, when I was there, 
about them, he replied that he was sure that they 
were not Germans, and added that he believed they 

would be better known at the Russian Legation, as they might probably 
be Germans of tbe Russian Baltic provinces. 

I heard by chance from one of the officers that a certain amount of pay had 
been guaranteed by the Russian Legation at Teheran for the Captain. 

* I accompanied Major Bruce, 19th Bengal Lancers, np the Karim to Shuster and Dizful, thence across the Bakhtiari mountains to Isfahan in the autumn of 1890. 

officers. 
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2 

I 
never 

met 
him, but I 

was 
told that his personal attendant 

was a 
Russian 

which makes 
me suppose that he is 

one 
aUo, 

as 
the composition 

of the officers 
of the 

u 
Per sepolis” is best known apparently 

at the Russian 
Legation. 

Although 
this vessel has only 

two guns, with which she could not do 
much damage except 

to an 
Arab dhow, still her presence at the mouth of the 

Karun may be of greater danger under her present officers than 
we suppose, for 

should 
we ever 

be 
required 

to send 
a 

military force to the Karun, and if, 
as 

I 

Persepoli,;’ 
a 

litel, 
cause 

believe to be the case, the officers o£ the 
“ 

of temporary obstruction. 
although nominally 

m 
the Persian service, are Russian agents, she will be sunk 

across 
the Karun 

or 
in the channel 

over 
the “bar” of the Basrah river, thus causing delay which might 

mean 
serious loss to us 

if it be intended to occupy the Bakhtiari positions, 
tions, 

as 
proposed by Major Sawyer, 

should Russia seize Teheran, which it is 
her avowed intention to do, 

on 
the death of the present Shah, who now, according ing 

to the Russian press of the 10th and 18th July, 
is 

dangerously 
ill. 

On the 25th 
April 

we 
arrived off Ahwaz. 

I called 
on 

the Persian Commandant to 
see 

what 
news 

there 
was 

about 
Shuster, and 

was 

again told that there still 
was 

considerable fighting going 

on. I 
was 

glad, however, 
to learn from 

an 
Arab Shekh that 

some 
of the 

Bakhtiari Chiefs had not yet left their winter quarters 
near 

Shuster, 
as 

I 
was anxious to get guides 

and 
a 

couple of 
sowars 

either from the Ilkhani 
or 

from 
Isfendia Khan, who is still really 

the most 
powerful Chief among the 

Bakhtiaris. 

Courtesy 
Of Persian Official. 

The Persian officer returned my call most promptly. 

I also received calls from 
some 

Arab Shekhs in whose camps 
Major 

Friendliness of Arab Shekhs. 
BrUCe and 1 had sta y ed 

ou our 
march fl 

' 
om 

Mahom- 
merah to Shuster last November. 

As the Persian authorities have not yet given Messrs. Lynch’s Agent 
per- 

Persian obstruction to British 
buiW 

bjmself 

a 
decent house, h« still 

trade, lives 
in a 

miserable bamboo Arab hut, which 
domicile does not tend to increase his 

importance 

as 
a 

British merchant with the people 
of the country. 

Since Major Bruce and I 
were 

in Ahwaz in November 1890, there 
are 

now 
two 

good 
stone 

buildings—one occupied by the Commandant, and the other 
is used 

as a 
caravansarai. 

The 
telegraph has been brought 

on 
from Wies, and 

a 
tramway laid 

from the point opposite 
to where the steam-boats anchor below the 

rapids 
to the point above, where the little stern wheeler lies which 

runs 
between 

tween Ahwaz and Shuster. 
During 

our 
short stay in Ahwaz, Imam Sharif obtained information that 

r. • 

there 
were two Russian officers surveying in the 

low range of hills near 
there. 

On the 28th of April 
we 

arrived in Shuster and put 
up at the house of 

Mr. Holland, the 
Agent of Messrs. Lynch Brothers of 

Baghdad, who gave 

us a 
hearty welcome. 

The Persian bandmaster alias 
a 

Russian 
Artillery officer, whose presence 

in Shuster I reported, 
came to see me 

within 
a 

d;sg“as 

A 

r 

1 
p e 

Irsia 

0 
n 

ffiC 
b e 

an£ 

Vel T sll0lt timG of 
0ur ai 

™al in the 
place, 

master. The Bakhtiari Chief, Amir Kuli Khan, brother to Isfendia Khan, 
sons 

of 
the late Ilkhani who 

was 
murdered by 

the Zul-i-Sultan by 

an 
order from the 
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Shah., believed by these mountaineers to have been at the instigation of the 
Russian Ambassador at Teheran, sent word 

Cause o£ tbe animosity of the ag j c w ]-, e ̂  ier I would receive him that even- Bakhtians to Russians. . , , . , . „ . . 
ing, as he was leaving next morning tor his 

summer quarters in the hills. 
I sent word back to say that I should be very pleased to see him, however 

late he liked to come. 
He came at once on receiving my answer. 
He expressed himself delighted to see us return to the Bakhtiari country, 

and hoped that our stay among them would be of 
Cordiality of the Bakhtiari gome length this time. 

He promised to give us two sowars and letters to petty chiefs through 
whose villages we were likely to pass. 

As he was going away, he told Imam Sharif he had decided to put off 
his journey to his summer quarters during our stay in Shuster, and, if there 
was anything we wanted, he was to be sure and let him know, as it was 
Isfendia Khan’s wish that, whenever we visited this country, we were to be 
shown all hospitality possible by them. 

The same evening I sent to the acting Governor, Mahdi Khan, who is 

quite a boy, asking 
1 whether he would give me an 

Belay of acting Governor interview the next day, but he sent word back to 
interview. say that he could not do so until the day alter. 

(To give himself time, I suppose, to find out the reason of my return to 

Shuster.) 
On the 29th of April I returned Amir Kuli Khan’s call. 
His reception was most cordial, everything being done to show his 

friendship for us. 
After smoking the Kalian, or pipe of peace, during which time he introduced 

duced several junior members of his party, I brought him to book about the 
two sowars he had promised the night before to give me. 

He now asked whether I should consider one enough, as it would be more 
convenient for him. 

I was not surprised at this, as I had heard that the Russian had been 
there early that morning with an order from the Russian Agent (?) at work. 
acting Governor for Amir Kuli Khan to go to 

the fort. 
Seeing something was evidently on his mind, we pressed him to tell us, 

which he did, saying how he had been sent for that morning to the fort, and 
had been asked what right he had to give us guides without consulting the 

acting Governor first. 
He told them that as I had letters from Teheran, which he had seen, 

ordering all Governors to assist me, he had only fulfilled the command of his 

Imperial master. 
After making this reply, he told us he had been allowed to come away. 
As he evidently had been a good deal worried, I told him I should be 

satisfied with one sowar, but that should any accident happen, he would be 
held responsible. 

I could clearly see that considerable pressure had been brought to bear on 
him, which I attributed to the presence of the Russian living in the fort as a 
Persian bandmaster, and who, Amir Kuli Khan «aid, had told the acting Governor 
ernor that, if he allowed me to proceed, he would probably get himself into 

disgrace at Teheran. 
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4 

Before terminating 
my interview with the Bakhtiari Chief, I made him 

show 
me 

the 
man 

he 
was 

going 
to send with 

me, 
and 

give 
me 

the letters to 
the petty chiefs through whose districts 

we were 
likely 

to pass. 
On 

"the 
30th of 

April there 
was some more 

fighting in the town, 
as a serbag 

or 
soldier stabbed 

a 
Shusteri in the bazar, 

Fighting in the streets of 
aD( 

j p 
e 

} 
ia( 

j j-^qq 
immediately attacked 

by 
the in- 

Shuster 

- 

habitants. 
As 

soon as 
the 

news 
reached the fort, the soldiers 

came 
pouring into the 

town without any formation. Firing all 
over 

the town now 
became general; 

for 
a 

few minutes the inhabitants seemed to be 
getting decidedly 

the worst 
of it, and retired to their houses until word 

was 

passed 
to the four mahals 

or quarters to assemble in force in the bazar square. 
In about half 

an 
hour the Shusteris could be 

seen 
coming from all directions 

tions in considerable numbers to the square, armed principally with long 

sticks heavily loaded at one 
end, with which 

they 
are 

very 
handy. 

A few 

were 
armed with Martini rifles of American make. 

The soldiers made 
a 

short stand, but 
as 

they had 
evidently 

no one 
to 

„ . J , 

lead them, they broke 
on 

finding that their 

eisian loops ea en. retreat to the fort 
was 

likely 
to be cut 

off, and 
ran 

as 
hard 

as 
they could, throwing their 

arms away. 
In my letter to the Assistant Quarter Master General, Intelligence 

Branch, of the 1st of May 1891, I gave the loss of Shusteris 4 
killed, 13 

wounded; Persian troops 4 
severely wounded 

; 
but from information obtained 

later, I estimate the loss 
on 

either side to have been 
considerably greater, 

several of the soldiers being killed. 
During the 

fighting several of the leading inhabitants 
came 

to 
assure us that, 

as 
long 

as 

they 
were 

masters of the town. 
Friendly attitude of inimbi- 

we 
would be ia perfect safety. 

tcHIIyS. 
The 

same 
afternoon, when 

riding 
to the fort to 

see 
the acting Governor, 

the people salaamed 
us, whereas several times last November 

we were 
stoned. 

My interview with the 
acting 

Governor 
was Interview with acting Gov- unsatisfactory, 

as 
the Russian 

was 
present the* 

ernor 
spoiled by presence of 

. - 
5 r ^ Russian. whole time. 

A great effort 
was 

made to prevent my 
going 

to Dizful. 
In the 

evening I received the attached letter [rndg 
page 

6) from the 

_ _ „ . . , 

Russian asking for sponges, 
&c., with which to 

Letter from Russian Agent (?). 
, ,, i ci • & v y 
dress the wounds 

or 
bis men. I sent him what I had. 

Early in the morning of the 1st of May Amir Kali Khan 
came 

to say 
farewell and to tell 

me 
that he had been detained the whole of t he previous- 

day 
in the fort during the fighting until after my 

visit, when he had been 
suddenly told he might 

go. 
On the 2nd of May 

we 
crossed the Karun and proceeded 

to DizfuL 
On arrival there 

on 
the 3rd of May I went 

straight 
to the house of the 

head Saiad who had entertained Major Bruce and myself last year. 
He seemed surprised, hut I reminded him of 

a 
promise he gave to he 

of service to 
us 

at any 
time, and added that I 

now came to take him at 
his word, especially 

as 
1 knew him to be the most influential and 

powerful 

man 
in Dizful. 

This idea of his importance seemed to 
please him, 

and he immediately 

called for 
a 

Kaliun pipe, 
at the 

same 
time givingorders for 

a room to he got 
ready 

for us, and gave instructions to 
supply 

us 
with whatever 

we 
required. 
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Should we ever occupy Arabistan, this Saiad Hussen* of Dizful mighl " 
prove of great use in assisting to bring in supplies 

Possibility of Saiad Husseu an( j 
- 
n obtaining information, as he is not only 

proving of use to us. 
we ll known to the people of Dizful, but also to the 

Bakhtiaris. ^ ... 
In one village, near where we encamped in the Bakhtian hills, the inhabitants 

habitants were Nearly all Saiads, and appeared to resent our coming; but 

hearing that we had been the guests of one of their chiefs (Saiads), they 
soon brought in supplies, &c. 

The bazar in Dizful is well stocked with Russian marked goods, which 
shows that already commercially as well as poli- 

Progress of Rushan lace. 
|j ea ]iy agents of the Czar are gradually working 

ing their way down to the Gulf. 
Saiad Hussen asked me if it was true that the Russians prevented the 

English from building railways in Persia, and added that he could not 
understand it, as from what he bad seen when at Bombay and Hyderabad, 
Deccan, where he had stayed with a brother of his who was a merchant 
chant there, he had believed the English to be the most powerful people of 
the world. 

Why do you not send your agents here as Russia does? 
. ,, . , „ . . ..i . Several of the principal merchants came and 

at Dizful. salaamed to me during my stay in Diziul with 
Saiad Hussen. 

As the friendly relations established by Sir Henry Layard years ago be- 
, . . , „ tween us and the Bakhtiari Chiefs, and revived 

of the Bakhtiaris. again about a year since by Major Sawyer s few 
months’ stay among them, are now probably at 

their best, they might with the assistance of a subsidy he induced to make 
certain roads which would be of strategical value to us, to say nothing 

of a shorter and easier trade route to Isfahan 
Road through Bhkhtiari country f ihe Gulf than that Vld Shiraz. (via Karan) shortest lana route 

from Gulf to Isfahan. 

I fully concur with the proposal already made regarding the advisability 
. , . ,... t „ ... of sending a medical officer to the Bakhtiari 

officer. people, who would be ot professional use to 
them and of great political value to us, as 

during my last visit I was constantly asked by the Bakhtiaris whether I 
had a hakim with me. 

I hope to send in detailed road reports as soon as completed. 
Imam Sharif, Khan Bahadur, of the Survey Department, rendered me 

great assistance in obtaining information owing 

Sharif! Khan 
0 

B 
r 
ahfdur 

d by “ 
to his great tact and thorough knowledge of 
the country, its peojile, and their customs. 

The following information of the new Governor of Arabistan and the 
Bakhtiari country was obtained before leaving Shuster. He had not, however, 
ever, arrived before I left. 

He is said to be the son of the late Haji Shahab-ul-Mulk, who was 
Governor of various provinces for many years, and who was generally 
known under that name, given to him in the year 1856, when he brought the 
tidings of the capture of Herat by the Persians to Shah Muhammad. 

He is said to be the son of the Dizful merchant who showed Sir Henry Layard hospitality in 1842. 
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\ 

f 

6 

Hp; 
belongs 

to the wandering tribe of Shahewan (or King's friends), 

which 
was 

formed about 1600 A. d. 
by Shah Abbas the Great 

as a 
defence 

against the Kuzzel Washt tribes, which 
were 

causing 
him great trouble. 

At 
one 

time it numbered 100,000 families (?)> 
and 

was 
noted for its 

loyalty 

to the Saffavian dynasty. 

The translation of Russian Agent’s (?) letter to 
me at 

/Shuster referred 
to 

on page 4. 

Drau Sir, 

I 
deeply regret not 

having been able to visit you 
to-day, because I 

was unable to leave my 
wounded, who 

are 
still in 

a 
critical state. 

With regard 
to your 

crossing 
to the other bank of the “river,” I have 

already informed the General about it, and he is ready 
to offer you every 

assistance. 
Please inform 

me 
the day 

of your 
crossing. 

I beg urgently 
to 

request from Mr. Holland 
a 

piece of sponge 
(if he has 

such 
a 

thing) for 
washing the wounds of the sick. This will be conferring 

a 
great favour 

on me. Perhaps 
to-morrow I shall have the 

opportunity 
of visiting 

you. 
Please give 

my kind regards 
to all the 

“ 

Feringees 

” 
who 

are 
with you. 

I am. 
Yours very 

sincerely 
and 

faithfully, 

(Sd.) K. DEFUR (ALI ISLAM). 

W. D. McSWINEY, Lieutenant, 

7th Dragoon Guards. 

Free translation. 

Shuster ; 

The 1st Mag 1891. 

j 

31Reference: Mss Eur F112/397. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000020

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000020?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘RECONNAISSANCE SKETCH OF THE KUSHI KHANA’ [14r] (1/2)

32Reference: Mss Eur F112/397. Copyright for this page: Public Domain

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000021

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000021?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘RECONNAISSANCE SKETCH OF THE KUSHI KHANA’ [14v] (2/2)

*?§., Octofec 
2. a. £L RECONNAISSANCE SKETCH 

O F THE K H U S H i K H A N A 

on 
the right bank of the Ab-i-Diz, which commands the town of Dizful. 

(S3.) W, OITcStoiii^, Sieut 
7th '5't«aooi> 

Sc 
on clt 
D 
it 
sa de 

ta th 
le- 
la: 
w! 
ro 

da 
tij 

OB pr in: 

to 
qi 

or B; 
to 
gi 
lie 

sil 
fr< 
sk 
mi 
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7 

PA-TiT IX. 

REC05 

K 

he Ab- 

ROAD REPORTS. 

From the three accompanying Hoad Reports of the routes leading 1 from 

South-West Persia into the Bakhtiari mountains, it will be seen that the 

one from Dizful to Pul-i-Kul on the Ab-i-Dk will have to be made and 

cleared nearly the whole distance from Duma Kail (one stage veally from 

Dizful) to Pul-i-Kul, and the bridges there over the Ab-i-Diz repaired before 

it could he utilized as a regular mule route, although even now it is passable 
sable but onlv in single file and with difficulty in places as stated in the 
detailed account. 

The route from Kala Bazuft to Shuster, via Mori and Susan, would certainly 

tainly require to be made nearly the whole distance from Mori to Mushgari; 
thence the work would not be so heavy, as the track passes over long bits of 
level ground across several large plains, such as Audaka, Dali, and Akeili j the 
last bit of hard work would be in the Tungi of Kelah-i-Rustam through 
which the Karuu river passes out of the hills on to the plain of Akeili, the 
road then is good to Shuster or Dizful. 

As to the route from Dizful to Kala Bazuft via Duma Kail and Ser-i- 

dasht, Chulbar, and Chilau, it is decidedly the best one leading into the Bakhtiari 
tiari mountains from South-W est Persia. 

A Pioneer battalion would not have a very difficult task in turning this 
one into a hrst-rate road for all arms from tbe Persian Gulf to Isfahan as 

practically there is very little more to be done than clearing stones and altering 

ing a few gradients. 
This route is the one usually taken by the Bakhtiari Chiefs in preference 

to that by Mal-i-Mir when going to and from their summer and winter 

quarters. 
To the railway engineer as far at least as the foot of the Kuh-i-Monar 

or Raud-i-Nau, there is absolutely no difficulty, thence to Isfahan via Kala 

Bazuft, Ali Kuhto Kahvarukt, about 60 miles of difficult country, would have 
to be negotiated in the way of tunnels or gradients. 

The following stages of places on the Shuster Chilau Isfahan route were 

given to me by a Bakhtiari Chief, as the usual stages of their mounted orderlies 
lies : — 

Shuster. Morwaz. 
Gotwand. Ali Kuh. 
Shimbar. Kavrerukt. 
Abenori. Isfahan. 

These however are very long stages. 
From the accompanying plan of Dizful ft will he seen that the town is 

situated entirely on the left bank of the river Ab-i-Diz. 
It is, however, commanded by the right banJc, on which about 600 yards 

from the edge stands the Governors pleasure house or Kushi-khana (see 
sketch). 

, The site on which this building stands commands the country for many 
miles round. 
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T 
s ms 

rise of the 
ground 

serves as a 
natural tete du pont to the ancient 

stone 
bridge, (see sketch, frontispiece), which is 400 

yards long and consists of 
22 arches each of 30 feet span, width of roadway being 

15 feet, against 
any 

army 
marching 

on 
the town from the north-west 

or 

Burujird. This bridge 

crosses 
the Ab-i-Diz from the south-west 

corner 
of the town at 

a 
south- 

westerly bend of tbe river. 
The Kushi-khana could be easily 

converted into 
a 

temporary fort for 
a 

small body 
of cavalry dashing 

up from Mahommerah to seize Dizful,* which could be 
easily 

done in 
seven 

possibly 
in less 

daj^s, 

as 

Major Bruce, I and party did 
Mahommerah to Shuster in sis and from Shuster to Dizful in two, and these 
marches 

were 

performed by donkey 
caravan. In these parts the large Arabian donkey is considered to be nearly 

as good 

a 
transport animal 

as 
the mule, and there is 

a 

good supply of them. 
They certainly require 

less 
care 

and food than mules. 
If 

an 
Indian force 

were ever to lie 
sent to the Kama for this purpose, very 

little in the way of 
supplies 

would be necessary to be carried beyond 
ammunition, nition, for the actual march to seize Dizful; 

as 

supplies would be easily 

obtainable both there and at. Shuster in sufficient quantity for 
even a very considerable force, provided that such 

a 
force 

as 

contemplated 
above appeared 

in the country with the very first 
rumours 

that hostilities had broken 

out. 
And in the event of 

complications arising between England 
and 

Russia, 

I might suggest that certain officers acquainted with the ground might be previously told off, 
so as 

to 
proceed with all 

despatch 
to the Bakhtiari country 

in order to collect 
supplies 

and 
organize the Bakhtiaris with 

a 
view to 

holding 

the 
impregnable 

tete du pont to the Persian Gulf, 
so 

ably described by Major 
Sawyer 

in his recent 
reconnaissance, until troops could arrive from India. 

* In connection with this idea, 
see note in Road Report I, page 3, 

on 
the commanding 

position of the Kilak Shahib, distant from Dizful 12 miles, also 
on 

the Ab-i-Diz. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [17r] (38/90)

B 

Route No. 1. 

From Dizful to Pul-i-Kul. 

Authority— Lieutenant W. D. McSwiney, 7th Dragoon Guards^ and Imam 

Sharif, Khan Bahadur. 

Weather, fine; temperature at noon, 97° Fahrenheit. 

& <3 
*o Time. Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, &c. 
rO 
s S3 • 

I 6th May Dizful* ... 
1891. 
A.M. 
6-40 

Distance, 
in MILES. 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail, 

Leave Dizful. Bearing of general 
eral direction of route is north-east. 
Road is about 30 yards broad, 

good and level, across an extensive 
alluvial plain. 

On either side of the road at this time of year are fields of standing corn and barley. 

Halt to take bearings. 

The River Diz is about 2 miles 
distant on our left (north). 

Road becomes very pebbly and 
passes through a double row of 
Kanauts (wells). 

More Ivanauts are passed. 

Dry pebbly bed of a stream is 
crossed a few yards before the road 
enters a low range of rocky hills. 

7- 40 

8- 5 j 
Riveb Diz ... ... • •• 

8-15 ... ... 

8-35 • •• • •• 

9-35 ... ... 

10 to 
10-30 
10-45 

} ...... ... ... 

The gradient of ascent and descent is 10 degrees. 

Halt to take bearings. 
Road descends nearly 100 feet to 

a small stream. 

I should suggest that a path with a more easy gradient should be made here, as animals 
slip a good deal on the conglomerate rock with its present gradient. 

II 11-30 Tabiban Leave the road and descend to encamp 
camp near a stream on our right on 
an “ 

Uyat 
” 

camping-ground called 
Tabiran. 

“After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Dizful to Tabiran = 3 hours, 55 minutes. 

wet weather^ 
UP t0 ^ ^ ^ low hills would become very heavy in 

Persia!” de3cription of Di,ful to,rc * see " Pl -‘ rsiau Gazetteer,” aud Colonel Bell’s ".Military Kc t on on 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [17v] (39/90)

2 

Route No. 1— contd 

. 

<2j to 
Distance, 

« IN MILES. 
•M Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, &c. Detail. 
*4 

Time. 

•Q S Inter 
mediate. Total. 

125 
After entering the hills, ground becomes very broken 

on 
right and left of road, being 

cut 
up by deep ravines, which in 

some cases 
have 

perpendicular sides from 200 to 400 feet in height. 
Only infantry and mountain batteries could 

manoeuvre over 
this ground, but cavalry 

scouts if under 
an 

officer with 
a 

knowledge of the nature of the country might be of great 
service. 

. There is 
no 

village at Tabiran 
as 

it is only 
an **' 

ilyat 
” 

stage. Supplies, 
none. 

Water, 
good supply from stream at the present time of year, but reported 

to become 
scarce 

during 
months of July, August, and September. 

Fuel. —Scarce, only 
a 

few Konar bushes, camel-thorn, and wild almond trees. 
Forage .—Grazing is good until June. 

Weather fine. 

Leave camping-ground 
near 

bank 
of stream and ascend 

’ 

nearly 100 
feet again to road. 

Bearing of general direction of 
route is north by east. 
iroken by deep ravines. 

Road 
now passes close to the edge 

of precipice 
on 

right hand where 
it would require 

to be widened. 

Halt to take bearings. 

Road passes 
through 

a 
cleft 

or fissure in 
a 

low ridge of rock. 

Descend 
a 

few steps cut in conglomerate 

merate rock. 

7th May Tabiban 
1891. 
A.M. 6-20 

Ground 
on 

either side (right and left) of road very 
6-50 

... ... 

7 

7-25 

7-30 

S 

... 

7-50 

... ... 

A ramp 
.should 

be made here 
as 

the steps 
are 

too 
deep for heavily laden animals stepping ping down without considerable strain to their 

forelegs. 

A yard further 
on 

and the road passes the edge of 
a 

precipice 
on 

the left hand. 
8-15 

■ - 

... ... 

Descend by 
easy 

gradients of 4° to 
5° and 

cross a stream running 
south-west. 

8- 45 

9- 15 

! 

... ... 

Halt for bearings. 

Notwithstanding 
broken nature of country, which consists of 

rows 
and 

rows or 
tiers of hummocky hills, there is considerable cultivation. 

The soil 
is 

of 
a 

rich red colour with 
a 

quantity of slate appearing 
on 

the surface. 

. 

I] 

1 
. 
6 

gy. ound 
now 

fads towards the north-west 
as we are 

approaching the valley of the Ab-i-Diz, distant 
some 6 

or 
7 miles. 
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‘VIEW OF THE RIVER AB-I-DIZ’ [18r] (1/2)
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [19r] (42/90)

8 

Route No. \--contd. 

o 
I 
3 

Time. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distance, IN MILES. 

o •o 
a s 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

9-45 

10-10 | 
... ... Halt for bearings. 

10-30 ... Cross a stream running north- 

11-55 

west ; water good. 

For nearly ten minutes road 

12-5 

l£-30 

) 

\ 
... ... 

passes over ground, the surface of 
which consists of slate or flint stone. 

Halt for bearings. 

III 12-40 Duma Kail HI 191 Several “ ilyat" encampments are 

< ' O,. V i ; • 

i 1 
seen to our left front, and we encamp 
camp near one close to a stream in 
the deep undulating plain of Duma 
Kail which is considerably cut up 
by ravines. 

Note. A.fter deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Tabiran to Duma Kail 
4 hours, 35 minutes. 

Only mountain batteries and infantry can manoeuvre here, except for scoutinar. ground 
too broken for cavalry action. 

About 7 miles distant to the north-west is the Kilah Ab-i-Diz or better known among 
the natives by the name of Kilah Shahid. 

It is a natural stronghold, being a plateau about 4 miles square on the summit of a hill 
with perpendicular sides of 200 feet. 

The highest part of the bill is 2,560'.—As there are no higher hills nearer than a radius 
of from 8 to 10 miles, it cannot be commanded by Artillery fire. From the summit a clear view is obtained of the town of Dizful, distant some 11 or 12 miles. 

Water is obtainable from several springs. When we visited the Kilah Shahid in June the water from one of these springs was delightfully cool. 
Grazing is said to be good up to the end of April. Fuel. —There is none. 
The Ab-i-Diz rushes past the northern side through a deep gorge before it emerges on the plains of Arabistan. 6 
The subjoined sketches are rough ones taken from the top of the Kilah ; No. 1 looking north, just above the river, and No. 2 looking east over the neighbouring country towards the Kuh-i-Sikeria. 
The only occupant at the time we visited the place was an old follower of the Ilkhani who was wit h difficulty persuaded to allow us to come up. It is said to be the strongest place the Ilkhani has. The summit is onlv reached by a 

zigzag path partly cut in the face of the cliff and partly built out on stakes driven into the 
- f 3 - 06 hili with brushwood laid on them, which can easily be destroyed by being thrown down or set fire to, thus cutting off all access to the summit. 
, Supplies in winter months could be obtainable in considerable quantities as the plain ° uma Kail is a favourite winter quarter of the Bakhl ians; but in summer would be scarce as only a few ilyats remain encamped heru permanent! r 

Water. During months of June, July, August, and 'S Member reported to become scarce where we encamped, but the river Ab-i-Diz is distant 7 miles. 
Jhveih Scarce, only the “ Konar ” came!-thorn bushes aud wild almond trees. 
borage. —Excellent grazing up to the end of Aiay. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [19v] (43/90)

Route No. l—contd. 

Sj 

O Time. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &«. 

Distance, 
IN MILKS. 

Detail. Sh 
fi p 
55 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

in 8th May 
1891.’ 
A.M. 
6-35 

Duma Kail 

• f • ... 

Weather. Heavy rain during the 
night. 

Leave camping-ground. 
Bearing of general direction to 

spur of the Sikeria mountain is 
north-east. 

From Duma Kail a guide from the “ ilyats” encamped hei’e is absolutely necessary as 
the road or track now becomes a mere goat path, often becoming invisible where it passes 
through long grass and patches of cultivation with corn or barley just ready to be cut. 

Ground very much broken up by ravines. 
7-35 

7-45 

again up another spur becomes very stony and rough. 
IV 8-30 Khan-i-Safid 

There are no encampments of “ ilyats 
” near us. 

I Nature of soil is a rich red clay. 
Surface of ground now traversed is 
of slate stone rock, in which there 
are a few deep steps which should 
be increased in number or a ramp 
made. 

Track leads over a spur of the 
Sikeria mountain at a height of 
2,600 feet, and descends into the 
head of a small valley and across a 
stream; and thence ascending 

. i'llvtl o :-3!U V V V. V> t. ' 
Pitch our camp as it is raining 

in torrents. 
The place where we encamp is 

called Khan-i-Safid by our local 
guide* (Not shown on map.) 

Supplies.—None. 
Water .—Good and plentiful at this time of year; June, July, August, and September scarce. 
Foraqe .—At this time of year the grazing is excellent, although the ground traversed 

is rocky, stony, and broken. 
Note. On return journey from Pul-i-Kul we did from Nurabad to Duma Kail in 

one stage. , 
Note. —Time taken from Duma Kail to Khan-i-Safid was 2 hours and 5 minutes. 

9th May 
1891. 
A.M. 

Khan-i-Safid Weather very showery. 

7- 25 

8- 25 North-East Spur of 
Sikeria mountain. 

• •t 

The descent into the valley is difficult as it is overlai 
loose stones. 

Leave camping-ground. 

Pass over the north-east spur 
of the Sikeria mountain, the bearing 
ing of general direction is easterly 
across the valley between the two 
mountain ranges of Sikeria and 
bun gar. 

•ge boulders of conglomerate rock and 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [21r] (46/90)

5 

Route No. 1 — could . 

& Distance, Iir MILES. 
Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, &e. u* 
rO 
s S3 
£ 

Time. 
Inter 

mediate Total. 
Detail. 

The gradients are not very steep, excepting where the track descends to cross the beds 
of several streams, which could easily be bridged over. 

Here and there a steep bit is met with of about 9° gradient. 
A. M. 

For nearly thirty minutes the 
track is bad as it passes along the 
side of the hill, the surface of which 
is of flint stone and very slippery. 
A level path would have to be cut 

here, as it is difficult to get loaded mules over this portion of the track. 

10-10 • •• 

10- 45 

11- 25 ^ 
Kilah Babnesab... ... 

11-45 

P. M. 
12 

12-45 

1-30 5 
•••"• • •• 

2-30 Nubabad ... 12i 

Halt. There is an old Kilah (or 
fort) here, called Barnesar (not 
shown on map). 

The place is quite in ruins. 

The principal stream of the valley 
is crossed flowing north-west to 
fall into the Ab-i-Diz. u -. ' •• 

The nature of the soil changes to 
gatch, and for an hour and a half 
ridges of gatch are constantly 
crossed. 

Halt. Soil changes hack to red 
colour and flint stone. 

32 Track now lies over rich grassy 
undulating ground for another 
hour, when the camping ground of 
Nurabad is reached, at the foot of 
the Lungar mountain. 

Supplies. —None. 
Water .—Good and plentiful at this time of year, hut reported to become scarce during months of July, August, and September. 
Fuel. —Plentiful. 
Forage .—The grazing is excellent up to the middle of June. 
Aoi'c.- After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Khan-i-Safid to Nurabad 

bad = 5 hours, 40 minutes. 
10th 
May Nubabad ... 
1891. >■ .. 
A.M. 
7-35 

' r 
... •» Leave camping-ground. Bearing 

of general direction is easterly. 
Track crosses some low hills near foot of the Lungar mountain. 

Weather. 
night. 

Very heavy rain at 

. Gradients of the track are not steep, but it is bad going as it is over large loose stones which makes it heavy for animals. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [21v] (47/90)

6 

Route No. \—contd. 

o to 
■ 
ITS 
oa Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, &c. 

Distance, 
IN MILES. *0 

9-4 
£ 
Q 
p 55 

Time. 
Inter 

mediate. Total. 
Detail. 

A.M. 7-50 

i 

Pass 
over 

hillside of slippery 
sandstone 

stone rock 
; 

several mules 
come 

to grief here. 

8 
9 

7 
•••••• ) * • •• • •• 

Halt for bearings. 

9-15 
... ... 

Track becomes fairly good. Cross 
a landslip where portion of track 

[ 

had been carried away the night 

/ before; this, however, could be easily 

■ 
repaired. 

io' 

1 

• •• ... 

Descend to 
a 

river bed down 
a steep spur of 

a 
hill of 

“ 
gatch,” 

slope of which is 15°. 

Tr 
water ii 

ick goes a 
i 

the centr 
ong the river bed, which is 150 to 200 yards broad with only 2 feet of i 
e 

(height 2,900'). 

. 10- 50 
11- 5 ... ... 

. 
Halt for bearings. 

12 

... ... . 
J Track leaves river bed and ascends 

up side of hill bv steep gradients of 
8° to 12° to 4,300'. 

P.M. 1 
Pahea, 4,250' 

... 

Descend into 
a 

valley where the 
remains of 

numerous “ 
ilyat 

” 
camps 

are 
found and encamp ; 

this spot is 
YI 1-30 9 41 called Fakra, height 4.250'. 

No village 
or 

“ilyat" encampment 

was 
passed during the day 

or even another human being 
other than 

our own 
party 

seen. Country 
very 

mountainous, woody, and very 
stony. 

The whole distance from Nurabad to Pahra would require 
to he considerably improved 

by 
a 

Pioneer Battalion before any 
large transport could be sent up, as 

with only ten mules 

we 
had great difficulty in getting them 

over 
the difficult portion of the track. 

Supplies. —None. 
Water .—Good supply from small stream 

near 
camping-ground. 

Fuel. —Plentiful, mostly oak trees. Forage .—The grazing is excellent. 
Note. The great length of time taken in this day’s march in proportion to the actual 

distance is owing 
to the difficult ground traversed. 

Note .—After deducting halts, actual time taken from Nurabad to Pahra 4 hours, 40 
minutes. 

Ground only fit for infantry 
and mule batteries. 
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Route No. 1— contd . 

4) 60 03 
Names of towns, Tillages, 

rivers, &c. 

Distawce, 
IK MILES. 

U 
£ 
a a 

Time. 
Inter- 

niediate. Total. 
Detail. 

11th 
May- 
1891. 
A.M. 

Pahba ... ••• ... Weather. Heavy showers at intervals. 
tervals. 

6-45 
t 1 

Leave camping-ground. 

Bearing of general direction of 
route is northerly. 

7-25 • •• ... Track very stony over some small 
bills and dovyn a steep pass or dry 
watercourse 35° slope into a deep 
ravine, then ascends up the side of 
the Salun mountain, also up a drv 

watercourse 15° slope, but more difficult as the boulders are larger, several times we had to 
build hp ramps to get our animals ovei* these huge masses of rock, one mule had rather a bad 
fall as i n trying to get over one of these boulders it fell backwards. 

9-30 
f •- 

i 

After leaving the top of the watercourse 
course we continue up a zigzag path 
the general gradient of which is 
about. 5°, passing at the same time 
through a thick forest of stunted 
oaks, the soil here being of a rich, 
red clay. 

10- 30 

11- 30 ) 

The forest now ceases, the ascent 
becomes very steep again, 1 having a 
slope of about 20°. Ground surface 
face is of grey sandstone rock, 
which is very slippery. 

Several of our mules here come to 
grief, and the ground is so difficult 
cult that we ourselves have to go 
on all fours. 

P.M. 
12-45 

£ Salun, 7,700' ... jAZVX't* 
5 46 Halt on crest of hill for hearings. 

Temperature here was low, being 
only 48° Fahrenheit. There was a 
considerable amount of snow still 
lying about. 

2 

l 

At 2 p.m. the first water is met 
with, at a spring on the left hand 
of the track, since leaving last stage 
(Pahra). 

Surface of the ground is of white 
sandstone rock, very difficult to 
walk as well as ride over. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [22v] (49/90)

Route No. l—contd. 

Time. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distasce, 
IN MILES. 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

YII 

2-15 
2- 30 
3- 15 Chellun 63 

Halt for bearings. 

Bearing of general' direction of 

, 
track 

notv 
changes 

to 
easterly 

and descends to the bead of 
a narrow 

valley, thickly wooded with oak, by 
a 

zigzag path, 
gradients of which 

are 
5° to 6°, and then follows the general 

course 
of 

a stream 

"flowing 

easterly, which is crossed and recrossed several times until the “ilyat 
” 

camping-<n>ound 
of Chellun is reached. 

Note .—After deducting halts actual time taken marching from Pahra to Chellun 
= 

4 hours, 
16 minutes. 

Supp lies. —None* 
TFbier.—Plentiful and good froiri stream. 
Nuel .—Plenty of oak and other trees. 
Forage .—The grazing is excellent; 

12th 
May 
1891. 

A.M. 

CHELLUN 

7-45 
•••••• • •• 

Track stony and 
crosses and 

recrosses stream Depth of stream 18 inches to 2g feet. 

Weather. Very showery 
with 

hail. 

Leave camping-ground,. 
Bearing of general direction of 

. 

route is easterly. 

times during half hour. 

8-15 

• •• ••• • •• • •• 

9 
§«•••« 

..; 
j ... 

9-40 

... ... 

10 

t 
11-30 

} 

••• ... 

Track lies along 
a 

valley of about 
f mile in breadth. 

A 
footpath 

is passed, direction of 
which bears 125°. Bearing of general direction 

now turns north along dry bed of 
a stream. 

Pass along 
a 

ravine for twenty 
minutes 

; 
track difficult 

over 
stony 

ground. 

Track 
now 

reaches top of hill. 

Halt for bearings. 

Descend into 
a 

deep 
narrow 

valley. 

Slope of bill 25°; the gradients of track 
are 

also steep, about 8°. 

. 

Descent difficult 
as 

the surface of the ground consists of grey sandstone rock, which 
is very 

slippery. 

P.M. 12 ...' A stream is crossed 3,460' in middle 
of valley. 

Track ascends the other side of 

1 ■) 
valley, 

very bad. 

1-15 

1 

... ... 

Halt for bearings. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [23r] (50/90)

9 

0 

RoufE No. 1— contd. 

iirerj 

ol 

' a ! faiioi 
63 to east 

am ping-gr(*| 
iVofe—After deducting halts actual time taken marching from Ohelluu to Nukdar ~ 4 
urs, 15 minutes. 

■Supplies. —None, 

TfateP.—Gooi from several springs. 
Fuel.—Good supply. Oak and other trees. 

Forage .—The grazing is not very good as the ground is very rocky. 

Weather. ¥ery heavy min -at 
nisrht witli hail. 

Temperature. At noon 58° Fahrenheit. 
renheit. 

Leave camping-ground. 

Bearing of general direction of 
route is northerly. 

Track is very rough across several 
deep ravines. 

'motion of 8-45 ) u u r i • 
; > ... ... Halt tor bearings. 

■ect'on now ,| Track passes along the precipi- 
Wl ol a 

ions sides of numerous detached hills. 
?(K twentj 

t oTet staj This portion of the track would require considerable building up or cutting away so as 
10 make a roadway, as at present in part's men, much less loaded mules, can scarcely get a 

ip of till 'oot-hold on the steep hillsides where the grey sandstone rock comes to the surface. 

One mule slipped and rolled nearly two hundred feet and was with difficulty recovered. 

9-30 A few “ 
ilyat 

” tribes are seen on 
the crest of the hills on our right, 
the first human beings we had seen 
since leaving Dumar Kail. 

13 th 
May 
1891. 

NtTKDAS ... ... 

A.51. 
7-40 

8-15 •vtr* c* • ... 

8- 45 
9- 15 } 

... 

roct, ffW 

g We called to them, but they would not come down, 
elonged to a lawless tribe of Bakhtiari Lurs. 

We learned afterwards that they 

IX 11-35 Pul-i-Kui, 
As-i-Diz. 

5 73 We descend by steep gradients of 
9° fo the hank of the Ab-i-Diz, 
where we encamp about ^ mile 
from two broken bridges. 

Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distance, IN-MIL as. 

-Q 
a 3 

Time. 
Inter 

mediate. Total. 
Petail. 

A.M. 
VIII 

i 
!; 
Is 

2 Nukdab 15 68 Track bad along very precipitous 
tous slopes, descends again slightly 
and we encamp on a small open 
spot near a spring which is called 
Nukdar on an “ ilyat 

” 
encamping- j 

ground. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [23v] (51/90)

10 

Route No. \*—concld. 

be DislAJrcif, 

m IN MILES. 
C+H Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, &c. u 
Time. Detail. 

s Inter 
mediate. Total. 

55 Supplies .—N 
one. Water .—Plentiful from the River Ab-i-Diz. 

Fuel .—Very 
scarce. torage .—Grazing 

at this time of year 
(June) 

very poor. 
About 2 companies only of Infantry with 2 mountain guns could encamp near 

river 
bank. Best 

camping-ground for 
a 

larger force would be 
near 

the route about balf way from 
Nukdar. 

After resting 
a 

few hours after 
our 

arrival 
on 

the bank of the Ab-i-Diz, which here is 
100 yards broad and very 

rapid, 
we 

proceed 
to see 

the bridges. 

A few minutes’ walk brings 
us 

into the gorge 
through which the river Ab-i-Diz rushes 

at the rate of about 10 miles 
an 

hour. 
The path lies along the edge of the water 

on 
slippery slate stone rock sometimes scarcely 

[ 

broad enough for 
a man 

to get 
a 

foot-hold 
j a 

good roadway could be easily made by cutting I 

away the slate stone rock, 
as 

has been done in the Tungi Baba Ahmed 
on 

the route from 
Dizful to Kala Bazuft. 

The 
“ 

ilyats 
” 

told 
us 

that yearly they lose 
a 

considerable number of their animals along 
this route when going 

to and from their 
summer 

quarters. 
The first bridge 

or 
rather ruins of 

one 
of six piers which 

are 
apparently in good condition 

are 
placed thus— 

■ 
■ 
■ ■ 

■ 
■ 

two of the piers in the centre 
overlapping evidently 

to offer 
more 

strength against the rapid current. 
The second and apparently later built bridge J mile higher 

up the stream consists of six 
stone piers (see sketch), placed in the ordinary 

way with 
a 

wicker roadway which is broken 
between the two middle piers. 

Note .—There 
are no 

fords. 

Route No. 2. 

From Dizful 
to 

Kala Bazuft. 

Authority—Lieutenant If. 1). 
McSivincy, 

7th Dragoon Guards, 
and Imam Sharif, Khan Bahadur. 

Sj 

Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distaitch, 
IN MILES. 

O 
h 
,o a 

Time. 
Inter 

mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

i Dtzful For account of the first three 

( 
stages, 

see 
the route from Dizful ) 

to Pul-i-Kul. 
u 

m • • • 

Tibihan 
Duma Kail 

8 
in 8 191 
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‘ONE OF THE BROKEN BRIDGES OVER THE AB-I-DIZ AT PUL-I-KUL.’ [24r] (1/2)
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [25r] (54/90)

11 

Route No. 2— contd 

. 

to t»c 
Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, &c. 

Distance, 
IN MILES. 

Detail. 

a 
Time. 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

22nd May 
1891. 

A.M. 

Duma Kail 
•?« 

... 

Weather fine. 

6-15 Leave 
camping-ground. Beari 

of general direction is south-east. 
Track lies 

over 
country very mu 

cut up 
by ravines. 

Only infantry and mountain batteries could manoeuvre; 
cavalry, however, could do very good work scouting. 

_ 

The grazing is still very 
good although the grass is beginning 

to show signs of the heat 
which is increasing daily. 

The soil is of 
a 

rich red clay. 

7-10 

... ... 

Cross 
a 

small stream 
running 

south-east, the water of which is good. 
7-30 

7-45 
• • • 

Halt for bearings. 
) 

8 

8-35 7 

... 

Cross another small stream just 
above 

a 
waterfall, stream 

running 
south-east; water good. 

8-50 

] 

Halt. 
Ground 

now 
falls 

on 
right and left 

as 
for 

some 
distance the track lies along 

a 
high ridge. 

10 

... ... 

Follow the 
course 

of 
a 

small stream 
and pass 

through 
a 

deep ravine. 

10-15 River, 
name unknown, 

known, Ford. 
... ... 

Cross 
a 

large stream 20 to 30 yards 
broad, flowing south-east. Banks 
show signs of haying been 

over* flowd. 
This is the worst part of the road 

as some 
of the descents into the stream 

are very steep, 
8°. Ramps would have to be cut in the conglomerate rocky bank instead of steps which 

are very 
deep, otherwise the stage is 

an easy one 
for mules. 

Cross the 
now 

nearly dry bed of 
a large 

stream. 

P.M. 12-30 1 
12 45 ) Halt. 

In the distance is 
seen 

the fort of Sar-i-Dasht situated in 
an 

extensive and fertile plain 

on 
the river called by the natives Donoban. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [25v] (55/90)

m 

12 

Route No. 2— contd 

. 

a 

IY 

Time. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &e. 

Distance, 
ur MILES. 

Inter 
mediate Total. 

Detail. 

Sar-i-Dasht 
River Ronoban 

Ford. 

14 
33| Arrive at Sar-i-lTasht 

ou 
the river 

Dcmouaii, the bed of which is 40 to 
50 

yards broad with high 
perpen- 

dicular banks. 
Ford at this time of year about I3' 

to 2' deep, but banks show signs of water 
rising 8' and 9 ( 

higher. Current not very swift. 

_ 
iN’ore.—-Actual time taken after deducting halts marching from i)uma Ivan to Sar-i- 

Dasht ='7 hours. Population about 40 to 60 
people. 

Huts 
principally of mud' and stone with thatched roofs. There 

are 
two forts here—one in fairly good repair (see sketch), the other 

m 
complete ruins, surrounded by 

numeious 
mounds; 

there 
are 

also the remains of 
an 

ancient reservoir and 
a 

beautiful level piece of ground with 
goal posts of stone at either end. 

To the archaeological explorer I consider this place 
to offer 

a 
held ot research. 

$ -Can be estimated by the number of inhabitants, they have however very 
large 

herds of goats and cattle. The country round is well cultivated and irrigated. 
gated. 

Supplies- 

Fuel'—Is 
scarce. Water —Is plentiful and 

good' from river. Grazing.~—G ood. 

23 rd May 
1891. 

A.M. 6-30 Sae-i-Dasht 

1 

7-30 
7-40 

} 

... ... 

8 
••• 

Weather fine. 

Leave Sar-i-Dasht. Bearing of general 
eral direction of route is south, 

Track for 
an 

hour lies 
over a 

gentle, 
undulating and fertile plain. 

Halt. 

Track passes a 
Ziarat 

on 
the left 

hand. 

Ground 
now 

becomes again broken 

on 
either side of the track, which 

for 
an 

hour passes in and out of deep ravines and becomes very 
stony and 

over 
tiers 

9 
10 

1 

... 

11 
11-30 

V 
s 

P.M. 
1 

\ 

1-15 
River 

and 
Ford 

Halt. 

For another hour the 
same sort of ground is traversed, but it is not 

difficult. 

Halt. 

For half 
an 

hour the track lies 
over 

open 
ground and then rises 

gradually 
ually 

up the side of 
a 

mountain. 

Halt. 

Descend mountain side again and 
ford the river (name' unknown), 

width cf stream at crossing 75 yards, 
current very 

rapid 
; 
depth of water up to horse’s 

girths, 

banks show signs of water 
rising 

to considerable height above present level. 
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‘THE FORT OF SAR-I-DASHT’ [26r] (1/2)
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [27r] (58/90)

13 

Route No. 2 —coil Id. 

bp 

Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distance, 
IN MILES. 

o 

a 
J2; 

Time. 
Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

Bed of stream pebbly. A steep 
climb up the other bank of 30° slope 
brings us on to an undulating plain, 
on which in a few minutes we strike 
the main track, which we bad lost unc uiriuiv, vv jug u we iia.a 

a sliort time before and so missed tbe ford usually used, half a mile higher up the stream, 
h’or another hours the track lies over the above-mentioned plain. 

P.M. 
3-30 Salwati 

Ruined Fokt 
Salwati. 

op 

14 47i On read ling the next stream we 
decide to encamp on the left bank. 

The bed of the stream is a deep 
one and about fO yard's broad, at the 
present time of year easily fordable 
able as there is not much water. 

About 500 yards from the right bank of the stream is the ruiiied 
fort of Salwati. 

. . # It is surrounded by a deep moat 
of some 60' to 70 deep ; and must have been a place of some strength in days gone by. The moat was evidently formerly connected with the river by a canal. 

& applies .—N one. 
JFWf.—Scarce. 
Water .—Excellent from stream. 
Forage, —drifting at this time of year (May) Very poor as most of the grass is dried up. 
Note .—Care should he taken to prevent servants or followers lio-htino- fires on the 

dry grass as in few minutes the country for miles round will be in "a blaze unless the 
greatest efforts are used to extinguish the first outburst of a flame. 

Mosquitoes here were perfectly unbearable. 

24th 
M ay 
IS 91. 
A.M. 
6-30. 

7 

7-10 

7-30 

The Queen’s birth 
day, God bless her. 

Salwati 

Cross a stream. 
A few mud huts are seen on the 

left bank about half mile up stream. 

8-30 __ — 0 
bearing 183°, width 250 yards, with perpendicular banks gradients of which at point of 
crossing about 6° slope. 

Weather fine. 
Temperature, 

Fahrenheit. 
at 5 -p.m. 100° 

Leave camping-ground. Bearing of general direction of route is 
south-east. 

The track is broad and well 
defined over an extensive undulating 
ing and fertile plain. 

Halt for bearings 1 . 
Ground now fails nearly 1,000'. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [27v] (59/90)

Koute No. 2—contd. 

Time. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distance, 
in MILES. 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

Koad still 
over an 

extensive undulating plain thickly covered with Konar bushes. 

9-30 
... ... 

10-30 

11 

i 

... ... 

Two more 
large deep beds of 

streams are 
crossed. 

Halt. 

At three 
cross 

roads met with here, the centre 
one 

is taken, bearing of which is south 

east. 

VI 

11-30 

11- 45 

12- 30 Babadi m 59 

Halt. 

Track passes within 2 miles of the 
main range of hills and becomes 
stony in parts in descending into 

. 
a 

broad well cultivated valley 

where 
we encamp, on 

the left bank of small stream running south-west. The spot is called 

^ el1 
Actual time taken marching, after deducting halts, from Salwati to Babadi 

= 
5 

hours and 5 minutes. 

The remains of 
numerous 

“ilyat. 
” 

encampments 
were 

passed during the day’s march 
which showed the 

neighbourhood 
was a 

favorite 
one 

for ilyat winter quaiteis. 

There is 
no 

village here. 
Sup 

2 ̂  
lies .—IST 

one. Water.—In another month will probably become very scarce up to 
September. 

Fuel. —Scarce, only the Konar trees. 
jpbraye.—The grazing is poor at this time of year 

(24th May). 

25th May 

1 1891. 

A.M. : 7-20 Baeadi 
... 

Weather fine. 

Leave camping-ground. Bearing of 
general direction of route is 
south-east. 

The track is good 
over 

undulating ground and 
across numerous 

streams. 

Here and there stony, but 
no 

obstacles for mules. 

Cultivation 
on 

all sides. Cross roads 
from Dizful and Shuster here join 

our 
track which 

now 
becomes 

broad and plainly defined. 
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Route No. 2— contcl. 

4) 60 « 
Names of towns. Tillages, 

rivers, &c. 

Distance, 
IN MILKS. 

O u 
& 
e p 

Time. 
Inter 

mediate. Total. 
Detail. 

... ZlABAT AND VILLAGE 
of Sab-i-Shah. 

... ... About | mile from the cross roads 
can be seen the Ziarat and village 
of Sar-i-Sbah, situated at the foot 
of some low hills to the westward. 

9 

9-15 

9-30 

An extensive cemetery is passed 
on the right of the road. 

Halt. 

10 Baba Ahmad CO« The ruins of a town are passed, 
the place bears signs of having at 
one time been of considerable 
importance as there are remains 
of two storied houses, large 
reservoirs and a fort of some size. 

r *. 

10-20 Tctngi Baba Ahmad 

Biveb of Chulbae 

Fobd 

... ... 

The Tungi or Pass through which 
the Chulbar river flows is now 
entered. 

There are some remains of fortification 
tion on the right bank at the first 
bend of the river after entering 
the “ Pass ” of Baba Ahmad. 

Breadth of river 40 yards, stream 
very rapid. 
High banks thickly covered with 

rushes. 

Two fords at this time of year 
(May) just inside bend of river, 
about | mile apart. 

Depth 0 f water up to horse’s girths, but banks show signs of water rising considerably 
higher. 

10-45 Track passes along the right 
bank of river. 

Ground opens out a good deal on either side of river, and slopes of hill sides not so 

precipitous. 
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16 

Route No. 2 

— 

cmtd. 

fafc 
C3 Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, Ac. 

Distanopi, 
IN MILES, 

Detail. 
O % 
rO a 
p 

Time. 
Inter 

mediate. Total. 

P.iVT. 12-30 ... 
( 

Hills 
now 

close in again and track 
passes 

along ledge of rock 
overhanging hanging 

stream. 

Path, for last ho'ui’is vefy stony, but could 
soon 

be made 
a 

good 
one. 

After entering the Tungi of Baba Ahmad the bearing of general direction of route changes 
to 

north-easterly. 

VII 1 Chulbak 12 

Chulbar by 
a 

path with 
a 

gradient of 8° where 
we about half 

a 
mile from the 

“ 
Pass ”or “Tungi. 

” 

71 At the easterly end of the Temgi 

the track ascends 
a 

hill by 
a 

stony 
zigzag path for about 400 feet, 
and then descends the other side 
into the picturesque valley of 

encamp 
on 

the right bank of the river 

At the end of the Tungi there 
are 

the remains of 
an 

old bridge (see sketch). 

There 
are a 

few huts to be 
seen 

here and there 
on 

the hillsides, but 
no 

village. 

There is 
a 

water-mill at the mouth of the pass from where 
a 

certain amount of flour 

can 
be obtained. 

Note ,—‘After deducting halts, actual time taken from Babadi to Chulbar =7 hours, 35 
minutes. 

Supplies —None. 

Water —Is plentiful and good. 

Fuel .—Oak and other trees and bushes. 
Forage .—Excellent grazing. 

Along the left bank of the Clmlbar river in the “Tungi'' of Baba Ahmad, tlhere, 
is 

a water conduit in fairly good repair. 

The narrowest portion of the 
“ 

Tungi 
” 

is about 20 
yards 

across. 
26 th 
Mav 
1891. 

Weather fine. 

A. M. 6-35 

... ... , 

Leave camping-ground and 
cross the Chulbar valley along 

a 
well 

defined track. 

7-45 

09 « ... 

Track turns 
more 

easterly 
up a ravine. 

8-15 

... ... 

Track ascends hillside, very 
stony 

in parts, but not difficult. 

8-25 
3-45 

} 

... ... 

Half. 
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•• 
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lion of route 
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yalfey of 
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D 

Number 

of 
stage. 

17 

(S) 
r 

Route No. 2— conid. 

Distance, IN MILES. 

Time. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. Inter 

mediate. Total. 
Detail, 

A.M. 
9-30 ...... ... ... Descend to and cross bed of a stream 

and ascend the opposite bank on 
to a broad water-shed. 

9-45 
10 1 ... ... Halt. 

11-15 Haud-i-Natj 8 79 Track is now very good,. Arrive 
at the “ilyat” encampment of 
Haud-i-Nau at the foot of Kuh- 
i-Monar range. 

Note. —Alter deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Chulbav to Haud-i-Nau 
— 4 hours, 5 minutes. 

Supplies. —None. 
Water .—At this time of year (May) only obtainable from a few springs. 
Fuel. —Considerable. 
Forage —The grazing is good. 

27 th 
May 
1891. 
A. M. 

Weather- fine. 

5-45 Leave camping-ground. Bearing 
of general direction is northeasterly. 
easterly. 

The road is a well defined one rising 
by gradual gradients up the side 
of the Monar mountain, which in 
parts is perpendicular, to where it 
crosses the crest. 

7 
7-40 

7 KtJH-I-MONAE 
3 5,800'. 

4 83 Halt for bearings. 
The roadway has been built with 

some care originally as is shown 
by the way the stones are placed, 
but by the traffic of ages they 
have become very slippery, and 
some have become displaced * through neglect and by the action 
of torrents of rain. 

The road is, however, quite good 
enough to ride the whole way up 
to the crest 5,800 f . 

The road now descends the nm-th- 
east slope by easy gradients, but as 
it is very rough owing to the loose 
stones it is impossible to ride 
down. 8-20 

8-40 } 
Halt. 
Side of hill thickly wooded with 

oak. 
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18 

Route No. 2— contd. 

Time. 

A.M. 9-30 

Names of towns. Tillages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distance, 

IN MILES. 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

10 
10-30 

P. M. 
) 

12 
12-3 

I-Shimbae 5 88 

28th 
Mat 
1891. 

A. M. 6-5. Shimbab 

... ... 

6-30 

... ... 

n 

7-15 

j 

8 

( 

8-25 
) 

... ... 

Halt. 
Cross the saddle of 

a 
hill, track rough and 

stony, 
and descend into 

the valley of Ch'ilau. 

Halt. 

Eeach 
a 

plain 
on 

which 
are some “ilyat” encampments and pass long lines of stone walls evidently 

used formerly 
as 

lines of defence. 
This is said to he 

one on 
the battlefields 

fields of the celebrated Bakhtiari 
Chief, Muhammad Taki. 

Halt. 
Descend into 

a narrow 
valley and 

follow 
course 

of 
a 

stream through 

a narrow 
mountain gorge 

passing 

numerous 
springs of beautiful cold water 

on our 
left hand, thence making 

a 
sharp 

turn to the right 
pass 

along 
a very 

picturesque and fertile valley of about half mile broad. 

P. M. 
} 

IX 12 1-Shimbae 

... 

5 88 Another sharp 
turn is made to the left (north) and track passes through 

some 
small hills into the large picturesque 

and fertile valley 
of Shimbar, where 

we encamp near the 
river. 

. 

After deducting halts, the actual time taken marching from Haud-i-Nau to Shimbar 
= 

4 hours, 45 minutes. 
Supplies .—ISonQ. 
JV'ater —Is excellent and plentiful from river and other small streams. 
Fuel —Is plentiful. 
Forage, —Excellent grazing. 

Here and there 
“ 

ilyat 

" 
black encampments 

are 
to be 

seen on 
the mountain sides. 

Weather fine. 

Leave camping-ground 

: cross to 
left bank of the river. Bearing 

of general direction of route is north- easterly. Track very 
good 

over deep undulating country. 
A village is passed about 200 yards 

on our 
left, numbering about 9 

stone huts. 
Near this point another large 

stream is crossed flowing 
in 

a 
southwesterly westerly direction. 
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19 

Route No. 2— contd. 

wflica are $r 
lm ®ts aaisj 

walls avit 

one on t 

d Tati, 

iiroff vallejnj ‘ stream tks 
iin gorge pai: 
tarptorntol 

s made to ffe 
track passa 

'hillsinto ik 
! fertile railej 
} encamp neat 

.eaU-^au to 

ain sik 

round: ant 
er. Bearing c 
route is norti' 
'ery good on 
intry. 

bering aboaii 

another k? 
wing in a so# 

of a hill, tffl 1 
,nd iesceai iii) 

Time. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distance, in MILES. 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

Track now becomes good and easy going. 

9-50 Chilau village 6 94 The village and Imamzada of 
Chilau is passed, situated about 
1,000 yards from track, well up the 
hillside on our right. The valley of Chilau is here about 1| miles broad. It is well cultivated. 

10 ... ... 

10-30 
^ 

10-50 j 

11-30 Tabaz ... 4 98 

Cross dry stony bed of stream. 
Track good. 

Halt. 

VIII 11-30 Tabaz ... 4 98 Track rises up the south-eastern 
end of the Chilau valley on to a 
saddle on the other side of which 
is the valley of Mori. Gradient of 
ascent is about 5°, but the track is 

very stony. Halt near some springs, on the mountain side about 4 miles from crest of saddle 
called Taraz. 

JVofe .—After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Shimbar to Taraz = 4 
hours, 25 minutes. 

Supplies. —Hone. 
Water .—Scarce from a few springs. 
Fuel .—Plentiful as the mountain side is covered with stunted oaks and other trees. 

Forage .—The grazing is poor at this time of year (end of May). 
Note .—A few “ ilyat 

” 
encampments were seen in the Chilau valley, but most of th# 

tribes have moved up to their “ilag” or pastures at higher elevations. 

Weather fine. 

Leave camping-ground. 
Track to top of the saddle of the 

hill is very stony, and gradient of 
ascent is about 7°. Reach the saddle, 
height 5,600'. From this point there 
are two roads leading down into the 

Mori valley, one goes along the saddle of the hill higher up, but the best and shortest descends 
into the valley by a new road, just made by the Ilkhani of the Bakhtiaris, cut in the face 
of the hill, gradients are about 5°. It meets the other track about half-way down the hillside. 
side. 

29th 
May 
1891. 
A.M. 

6 Tabaz (Springs) • •• 
6-10 Taeaz Saddle (5,600') 4 102 

7-30 

Numerous small streams are crossed flowing south-west 

Track very good through a thick 
oak forest. 
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Route No. 2 

— 

concld. 

Number 

of 

stage. 

Time. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, Ac. 

Distance, 
IN MILES. 

Detail. 
Inter 

mediate. Total. 

A.M. » 8-20 
[ 

Halt. 
8-35 

3 

Every attempt 
seems to have been made to 

improve the track 
as 

the Bakhtiaris appear 
here to have been at the trouble to even 

break up the stones. 
This route to Isfahan is far easier than that vib the Mal-i-Mir plain-. 

XI 9-45 f Moei 

... 

9 111 Halt in the Mori valley, which 
is well cultivated. There 

are a 
few 

stone huts 
on 

the hillsides which 
show that all the year round there 

are a 
certain number of permanent 

inhabitants. 

Note .—After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Tarazto Mori 

— 

3 hours, 
30 minutes. 

Supplies. —Hone. 
Water .—From stream in middle of the valley. 

Fuel .—Not very 
plentiful. 

Forage .—The grazing is good. 

XII 

XIII 

XIV 

• •• 

Moei 

**• 

... 

Hazae Cham 5| 1161 

... 

Gala-i-Kachuz 6 122| 

From Morn t^he road for about 
5 miles passes over a 

steep spur till 
it reaches Hazar Cham, the 

name of 
a “ 

gardan 
” 

not far off, the 
height of which is 6,750'. 

Here, at Hazar Cham, is 
a 

small 
spring 

near 
which the 

caravans halt. Supp lies. —N 
one. Water .—From spring. 

Foragb .—Grazing good from the place. 

For about 5 miles the road 
winds along side of the low range 
of the Kuh-i-Safid until Gala-i- 
K'ackuz is reached, which is the 

re 
sidence of 

a 
few of the Mori tribe, who 

are 
thorough robbers. 

KAiiA Bazuft From hence, the road follows the 

course 
of 

a 
small stream to Ivala Bazuft, 7| 

miles distant. 
The road is in very 

good condi- 

... 

tion 
as 

it is the 
one 

usually taken by 
most of the Bakhtiari tribes, when moving to and from the highlands 

or 
to Isfahan from 

Shuster 
or 

Bizful. 

For particulars of Ivala Bazuft, 
see 

Major Sawyer’s reconnaissance in the Bakhtiari 
country. 

130 
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Route No. 3. 

From Kala Bazuft to Shuster. 

Authority—Lieutenant W.D. MeSwirtey,7th Dragoon Guards, and Imam Sharif, 
Khan Bahadur. 

6c rt 

Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distance, 
IN MILES. 

O u 
rO 
S £ 

Time. 
Inter 

mediate. Total. 

I Kala Bazuft • •• 

II ... Gala-i-Kachuz ' 2 71 

III ... Hazae Chum 6 18 

IV 29th 
May 
1891. 
P. H. 
12 

Moei (8,750') Tungi 
and Fokd. 

H 19 

Detail, 

1 

| For the detailed account of 
}-these stages, see Route No. 2, 

Dizful to Kala Bazuft. 

Leave middle of Mori valley by 
the Tungi through which a stream 
flows which runs on through Susan 
and Similar. 

Track is very rough ; riding is impossible. 
It is a mere climb up and down, the side of the Tungi rising up sometimes to 200 feet 

above the level of the stream. 

IV 

2 ... ... 

4 Susan 51 24s 

General bearing of direction 
through Tungi is southerly. Reach 
comparatively level ground at the 
end of the Tungi, the stream of 
which makes a sharp turn to the 
south-west into the Susan valley. 

Track follows course of streana 
until the village of Susan is reached* 
where we encamp on right bank of 
stream. 

In this picturesque valley are to be found vines, fig and walnut trees in great quantity. 
The valley is also well cultivated, and irrigation is carefully attended to. 
There is a little water-mill which is busily engaged grinding wheat from sunrise to 

sunset. 
Houses number about 40 to 50, built of mud and stone. 
The inhabitants ai-e friendly and willing to assist us. 
Supplies .—Obtainable for a small party from village. 
Kuel—Js plentiful. 
Water —Is excellent and plentiful from stream. 
Forage .—The grazing is excellent. 
2Vo#e. —Time taken marching from Mori to Susan = 4 hours. 
Halt one day here. 

Weather fine. 

Leave village. Bearing of general 
direction is westerly. 

31st Susan ... • • a 
May 
1891. 
A. M. 
5-45 
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22 

Route No. 3— contd. 

03 be Distance, 

IN MILES. 
o Time. Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, &c. u 
Detail. 

a Inter 
mediate. Total. 

& 
Our path is good along the side of the sti’eam for 

some 
distance. 

Numermis springs 
are 

passed 
on 

the hillside. Yalley 
very 

undulating. 

8 

10 

10-30 

Kuh-i-Fetch 
(4,350'). 

Track had, stony and gradients about 9°. Slope 
of 

11-30 

P.M. 12-30 Shallak 
on 

Shimbae 
Rivee. 

Supplies .—N 
one. Fuel. —Plentiful. 

Water .—Excellent supply. 
Forage 

.—The grazing is excellent. 

1 
Fokdand Bbidge 

.. 

Fridge .—Near ford there is 
a 

bridge 
only fit for foot passengers. Fote .—After deducting halts, actual 

hours. 
1st June[ Shallae 

1891. 

A.M. 4-50 
5 

Halt for hearings 
on 

crest of 
a 

hill. 
For the next two hours track 

crosses 
ses two small valleys, and is very rough. 

Halt for hearings 
on 

Kuh-i-Fetch. 
Bearing of general direction turns 
south-west. Commence descent into 
the valley of Shallar. 
mountain side 18°. 

Track 
now 

becomes much easier 

as 
the level ground of the valley of 

Shallar is reached. 

Arrive 
on 

the left bank of the 
Shimbar River which 

runs 
through 

the Shallar valley. 
We encamp near some 

“ilyat 
” black tents ; there 

are a 
few stone 

huts lower down stream 
near 

where 

a 
Tungi is entered. 

Ford .—A dangerous 
one as 

the 
current is very swift, about 5 miles 
and hour. Depth 4' and 20 yards broad. 

Bottom, pebbly. 
Bank shows signs of water rising 

to 8 feet. 
made of branches and slung 

over 
stream 

; it is 

time taken marching from Susan to Shallar 
= 

6 

Weather fine. 

Leaving camping-ground. 

Arrive at Ford. 
Each mule had to be taken 

across by 3 men, one at its head, 
a 

second 

on 
the down side of sti’eam, and the 

third holding the animal’s tail. One with all 
our 

precautions 
was 

nearly lost. 
1 

m 
P el 

l S? 
day before when marching for 

a 
ford 

was 
nearly carried away. Track for 

some 
distance follows the. 

course 
of the stream, when 

it is joined by the stream from 
Mori and Susan just before 
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23 

Route No. Z—contd. 

Number 

of 
stage. 

Time. 

A.M. 
6-15 

Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. 

Distance, 
in MILES. 

Inter 
mediate, 

6-35 
6-50 

Ancient 
EOAD. 

PAYED 

The gradients of the zigzag are about 4° 

Total. 

VI 

7-10 ... 

7-20 Kuh-i-Bist-i-Panj 
ISTADAH, 3,400', 
OR HILlj OF 25 STEPS. 
Karen Riyer. 

... 

1° >. 
11 i 

11-30 ... 

11-50 ... 

P.M. 
1 

Dasht-i-Gul 10 

Detail. 

it enters a Tungi making a sharp turn to the right (westerly). 

The track bears away southwesterly 
westerly over the mountain 
through which the Tungi runs. 
Dismount as track is very had 
and ^ descend _ by steep gradient of 7° oyer slippery stones into a 
deep ravine. 

Halt for mules to come up. Track now ascends another hillside 
up the remains of an ancient well 
paved zigzag road which is about 
15' broad. 

This paved track brings us to the 
top of the hill. 

Another ten minutes brings us to a 
point on the hill where a good view of the Karun River is obtained, 
tained, as it is seen about 1,000' 
below us at the point where it is 
joined by the Shimbar River. 

Halt. 

We descend into the valley by 25 
zigzags which are the remains of 
some ancient paved high road. 

Bottom of zigzags is reached. 

42* 

From now to our next camping 
stage road good over undulating- 
ground. 

Arrive at our camping-ground 
called Dasht-i-Gul, 

There is no village here ; only a 
few “ 

ilyat 
” 

encampments in the 
neighbourhood. 

Note. —After deducting halts, actual time taken marching from Shellar to Dasht-i-Gul = 6 hours, 55 minutes* 

Supp lies .—N one. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [33v] (71/90)

24 

Route No. 3— contcl 

. 
if 

•s 
t-a 
a 

PS & 

Time. Names of towns, Tillages, 
rivers, &c. 

Di STANCH, 
IN MILES. 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

Water .—Scarce and brackish. 
Fuel. —Scarce. 
Forage .—The grazing is at this time of year 

(June) 
very poor. 

Weather fine. 2nd 
June 
1891. 

Dasht-i-Gul 

... ... 

A.M. 5-30 

• • • • •• 6-35 > N 
... 

6-40 \ 
7 5 

7-30 

... 

9 
... ... 

9-10 1 

9-25 
V 
J *•* • •• 

9-45 
... ... 

10-30 

... ... 
11 

11-30 

1 

Leave 
camping-ground. Bearing 

of general direction is 
easterly. 

Track 
over 

hilly country which 

soon 
becomes very broken. 

Halt. Ground for \ hour becomes 

more open and track good until the 
Tungi between the two hills of 
Aran and Pul-i-Shah is entered. 

Road in Tungi 
very 

bad, 
we 

have 
to build up ramps so as to 

get 
our mules 

over 
the huge boulders in the 

now 
dry bed of 

a 
stream. 

Bearing of Tungi at entrance 
220 

i 
' 
> ; 

half-way through it turns to 
the right; bearing 125.° Track rises 
out of Tungi 

to the top of hill. 

Halt 
on 

top of hill for bearings. 

Track passes eastward along 
a valley. 

Pass 
over a 

hill, surface of 
which is very 

slippery, being of gatch. 

Ground broken generally. 

Halt. 
Country 

now 
becomes 

more open as 
the undulating plain of Andaka is approached, in the 

middle of which is situated, 
on a 

circular hill, the Kilah-i-Sith belonging 
to Isfendia Khan. 

VII P.M. 1 Mushgaei 12 54| Encamp 
near some 

black 
“ 

ilyat 
” 

j" 

1 

i £, 

tents at 
a 

spot called Mushgari. 

Note .—Actual time taken after 
deducting halts marching from 

. 
Dasht-i-Gulto Mushgari 

= 
6 hours, 

25 minutes. 

Supplies. —Hone. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [34r] (72/90)

Route No. S-*-contd. 

& c3 lllSTAITCE, 
— — 

CO IN MILES. 
Time. Names of towns, villages. f-* Detail. rivers, &e. 

B Inter 
mediate. Total. 

53 

Water. —Scarce. 

Jt'ueL —Scarce, only Konar bushes 
and wild almond trees. 

Forage .—Grazing very poor at 
this time of year (June). 

to 
WOl 

! 
re 

i • 
ivefl 

u 
h 

v 
re 

1 
0n 

f 
riyal said 1 ^ Kafar, but a present to the Kat Khuda, who himself had received us well, and who was told I was a guest of the likhani, soon made matters all right. 

° 

3rd June Mushgaei 
189.1, 
A. M. 

5 

villages and ilyat black tents to be seen in all directions 

Weather fine. 

Leave camping-ground. Bearing of general direction is westerly. For nearly an hour our path lies 
over an undulating plain, with a 
considerable number of small 

5-50 'l 

6-10 J 

6-30 

Halt for bearings. 
The village of Saiadhais passed about | mile to left of track. 

A Ziarat with its white spire, which is a landmark for some considerable 
siderable distance, is passed on the 
right of road, and some springs on 
the left hand. 

. T T rack becomes rough and stony as it descends into a valley at the foot of the Kuh- i-Landar mountain. 

j 7-50 J Kilah Ziaeat ... I ... | ... j Arrive at the Fort and villao-e of 
I ' * I I Kilah Ziarat. 

• j T1Um ^ )ers a ̂  ou ̂  s ̂  one ^ u ̂  s ’ a lar g e building in the centre which 
evidently must at some former time have been a caravansarai. 

Landae mountain 
(3,450'). 

The ascent is easy ; gradient of path about 4°. 

The inhabitants appeared very 
friendly and after exchanging a 
few words with them we proceeded to the top of the Bandar mountain. 
tain. 

On reaching the crest a fine view is obtained of the Karun as it winds away northwest west and south again past Shuster, the lower portion of the town being only lust visible from behind a large hill which screens the upper part. 
The appearance of the country between Bandar mountain and Shuster is very broken, 

although the natives report a good footpath. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [34v] (73/90)

26 

Route No. 6— contd. 

s> Distaitce, 

03 IN MILES. Names of towns, villages, 
rivers, &c. u at -Q a 

Time. 
Inter 

mediate Total. 

Detail. 

S3 

. There is 
no 

ford 
or 

bridge 
at the foot of Landar mountain, but the people "when they 

want 
to go this route inflate 

a 
skin and swim 

across. 
9 

} 

10 

i 

• • • 
11-30 

Halt to take bearings. 

An hour and 
a 

half’s ride brings 

us 
back to the road by which 

our 
caravan was to follow 

us 
to our next 

stage. 
The bearing of general direction 

changes 
to 

north-westerly. 

From here for the x’emainder of 
our 

march the track lies up and down 
over 

hills of 
gatch, sometimes along 

a 
deep ravine between them, sometimes along their crest. 

p. M. 1- 45 

2- 5 

YI1I 5 Chittee Mounds 

and 
Fokt. 

19 73 

Halt for bearings. 

From 
now 

until 
we 

descend into 
the valley Chittee, through which 
the Chulbar stream runs, the 
nature of the country is 

as 
described 

above. Encamp at Chittee. Here there 

are 
the remains of 

numerous mounds and the ruins of 
an 

old 
fort. 

There is not, however, 
a 

human being 
to be 

seen 
anywhere. 

Supplies. —None. 
Fuel. —Scarce. 
Water —Is plentiful and excellent 

lent from stream. Forage .—The grazing is very poor, 
at this time of year 

(June). 

Note .—Actual time taken, after deducting halts marching from Mushgari 
to Chittee 

= 10 hours, 10 minutes. 
4th June 

1891. 

AM. 5-45 ClIITTEE 

6 

\ 

6-10 

i 

6-25 Tumbal (village) 

.. 

Weather fine. 

Leave camping-ground. Bearing 

of general direction is northerly. 

Track for 
a 

short distance lies along 
the valley, then 

over 
hilly and broken 

ken country. 
Halt for bearings. 

Reach 
a 

large plain. Tillage of 
Tumbal is 

a 
mile 

on our 
left. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [35r] (74/90)

27 

Route No 3— contd . 

Time. Names of towns, Tillages, 
rivers, etc. 

Distance, IN MILES. 

Inter-' 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

Beds of numerous streams are now crossed with scarcely any water in them. 
6-45 

7 5 

8 Eiver (name unknown) 
known) EOED. 

... ... 

8-40 ' 2 81 

8-50 
\ 

9-15 1 • 

Halt for bearings. 

Descend into a large valley. 
Cross a large stream. Ford 3 feet 
deep, width of stream 40 yards. 
Bottom pebbly. Current rapid. 

Banks show signs of overflowing. 
Track leaves the valley and passes 

up a ravine on to the extensive 
plain of Lali. 

Halt for bearings. 

Bearing of general direction now changes to westerly. 
Eoad good across this extensive plain towards the valley of the Karun. 

10 

10-20 s 

10-45 

11-45 

Halt for bearings. 

Ground again becomes very broken 
ken over numerous small hills of 
gatch and red sandstone. 

The track is very trying to laden 
animals. A bend in the Karun river 
is struck, the descent to the bank of 
which is steep, gradient 10°, a 
bad attempt here at making a road. 

For the next f hour we follow the coarse of the Karun. 

We are unable to keep to the river bank as it is precipitous, so have to climb up and 
down over the hills along side. 

I 
P.M. 
12-30 Chaman-i-Yoegha... 7 88 Encamp on a hill near the Karun 

at a place called Chaman-i-Yorgha. 

Ao^.—Actual time taken after deducting halts marching from Chittee to Chaman-i-Yor. 
gha = 5 hours, 35 minutes. 

Supplies .—N one. 
Water —Is plentiful from the Karun river. 

Fuel. —Scarce. 

Forage .—The grazing is very poor. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [35v] (75/90)

Route No. Z—contd. 

Sj 

«3 
Time. Names of towns, villages, 

rivers, &c. 

DlSTAirCE, 

IN MILES. 

O & a 
a 

Inter 
mediate. Total. 

Detail. 

5 th June 
1891. 

A.M. 

Chahan-i-Yoegha... 

... ... 

Weather fine. Temperature 
at 2 p.m. 115° Fahrenheit. 

5 

6-45 

8- 30 

9 

9- 45 

... ... 

Heave camping-ground. Bearing 

of general direction is westerly. 
Track passes 

along edge of hills 

on 
right bank of Karun. 

Track very bad where it dips 
to 

cross a 
stream 

flowing 
into the Karun, 

as 
the gradients 

are 
steep 

12° slope. 

Track good, 
passes now 

along edge 
of the Karun, ground 

on 
either 

side of Karun opens out, slopes 
of 

hills about 5°. 

! 

... ... 

Halt. 

10-45 

... ... 

Track bad in the Tungi, 

as 
it has 

to pass 
through 

a 
short tunnel. 

is 

reached" 

^ COra ° S ° 
Ut 

° n ° Pen Sr0Und f 
° r SOme 

distance uutil Tungi lulah-i-Eustam 

“4 
«»- on 

the 

11 

\ 

11-25 

i 

... 

r.M. 1 

... • • • 
3-30 10 98 

6 Kaeun (eight bane) 12 110 

7 

Halt. 

Bearing 
of general direction of 

road 
now 

is southerly. 

Gotwand is passed. Jella Khan is passed about 
a 

mile to the left. 

We reach the right bank of the 
Barun opposite to Shuster. 

Cross Karun river by raft, swimming 
animals 

across. Arrive in Shuster*. 
]\ote. Actual time taken marching after 

Shuster 
= 

12 hours, 
50 minutes. 

deducting 
halts from 

Chaman-i-Yorgha 
to 

Sout : I^ 
I 

We^t 

eS Pe 1 

l^ia 
0 
’ 

1,01 
^ t0Wn ° f 

Slmster 
> 
see “ 

Persian Gazetteer,” and Colonel Bell’s 
“ 

Military Eeport 
on 
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‘VIEW OF THE VALLEY OF MAL-I-MIR, December 1890.’ [36r] (1/2)
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‘VIEW OF THE VALLEY OF MAL-I-MIR, December 1890.’ [36v] (2/2)

5., 
#x3 3. <3.. cl. VIEW OF THE VALLEY OF MAL-I-1VHR, 

S'ecim'&er 1890. 
(S3.) tyV. ®. 0T^cSioin4ij., Sicut., 

c $ha<^oon @vu»x3>. 

fc 
T 
at 

st 
bi 

roi 
ha 
foi 
wti 
eas 

t ras 
Go 
i cri 
wl 

bu 
it. 

§ anc 
cr( 
ha 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [37r] (78/90)

Appendix A. 

nef 

iTacZ:\,::z7^ 
h Major 

- ̂  im 
»/ -»>»- 

winter of J890. 

' 
Informed in tie 

To 

MAJOR SAWYER, 

Assistant Qdakter Master General, 

, . SIMLA. 
December 1890, from Shuster io Isfahan, 

for 2 farsacks, affcer^hich^hf track ^’ 
sa 

^ 
s -‘~ r 

f 
1 ' avelle <l over open country 

The path was not difficult for mules" but wn^f 
1 

°7 
hllls the who]e way. 

and opening out for wheels. 
’ U ̂  nee ̂  considerable levelling 

stream of good water running through 
e ° mpl 

^ 
tf ‘ 1}r snrrour ‘ded by hills, with a 

but there is no village. 
& t ‘ Caravan s sometimes halt here, 

f2) Zan M lord eh to Gal Gir fm- r \ o 
rode over a grassy undu atin<, 

8 far 
n 
sacks -—For five hours 

hand, a low range on riJht Ut>? n 4^ ^ 
° f ^ psura ) hllls on left 

for guns. Turned east and ascended , ^ 7™- ^° od and Practicable 
when a grassy plateau was reached aln 

Ver 
F, / z 'S za g path for one hour, 

east direction, the path^vL ^sv Id l in a south! P was easy and practicable for guns up to Gul Gir 
Gul Gir is a Bakhtiari* village of reed huts with Q + 

, closAbTrU 
uts Wlth a stream running # A ot a village of Salads. Close by it. » 

(3) Gnl Gir to Kilo, Madrama No. 1 f t f.. 
t There is another Kite Mad- s ' 

] 
int| i-ea.sf, went for more than a mifeover"astonv 

ma”“ t 
an 

Th 
nter 

t 
d hiUS Sh0Wn ° n ma P as oo„?S 

a-s-I This stage was extremely rough, ridin.r 
bemg neaily .mpossible the greater paft’ of thf 

which had to be crossed nine t mes “rad^slver" 
° £ “ stream > 

but the track was hard,, visible, 

At Ella Madrassathere are two ruins ;§ a patch of black soil which shows § Either forts or one a fort 
S: 
f 

Ds °* 
l 
lavw g been cultivated by the “ Uvats ” a etmam 

o^good 
water runs thron Jh the plae'e Ipt^ 

crossed; the latter is brackish and m.d ^ m 
trea 

? 
We had 80 r epeatedlv 

half a battalion could camp here. 
d kable - A mounfca io battery and 

and rassa between Mal-i-Mir 
Godar-i-Balu(ak. 
t To a great extent true des 

cription. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [37v] (79/90)

ii 

(4) 
Kilo, Maclrassa No. 1 to Mai Saiadi, 

3 farsacks (or less).—Crossed 
brackish stream, ascended 

a 

hill, descended and crossed stream 
again, 

then had 
to 

cross a 
mountain to 

get 
to Mal-i-Mir plain. The track worked up o-radu- ally sideways 

till 
near 

the top, when 
a 

sharp zigzag had to be ascended to 
summit. The whole way to this point had been rough and the track 

narrow but 
a 

little better than that of previous day. From the top of this mountain 
the descent 

was 

extremely rough and rather steep, till 
on 

approaching 
the plain, 

when the path lay 
over ups and downs of 

no 

difficulty. 
Once 

in the plain all appeared 
easy. We 

were 
going 

to the head of Mal-i- 
Mir (to the village travellers call Mai Amir), 

but 
a 

violent storm 
came on with 

a 

heavy fall of hail, and 
we were 

regularly driven before it into the village lage 
of Mai Saiadi, 

a 
small collection of reed huts inhabited by Saiads. 

(5) Mai Saiadi to 
Mal-i-Mir, farsacks.—Over 

an easy 
country the whole 

way. One place half way stream had to be crossed, and also 
some 

low gatch 
hills. Several villages 

were seen 
dotted about and 

a 

large 

one 
of reed huts passed 

close to. The latter portion of the march lay along the edge of the lake. 
Cultivation 

was seen on 
all sides. Under the village 

* we 
halted near, which 

* TT „ , T . 

is 
on a 

mound, 
a 

stream 
runs 

of good water. The 
people 

were, 
llyats, who 

come 
there 

in 
winter 

(at 
least most of them reside there only 

in 
winter). 

(6) Mal-i-Mir to Char Deli, 
4 farsacks.—For 

an 
hour 

we 
went 

over a level plain, in 
one 

place rather marshy, then went up mountain 
over 

face of slippery steep rock. 
Half-way 

up, the old paved 
way, the Rah-i-Sulta- 

nah 
was 

encountered, and it 
was as 

bad travelling 

over as 
the previous 

rock. This ascent must have been 1,000 feet. 

The descent 
was very bad and difficult 

on 
the other side, riding being 

impossible. After 
descending 

for about 
one 

hour the way became easier. 
From 

a 

graveyard in the route, past Kila Madrassa No. 2 to Char Deh, the 
track 

was 

good enough 
for mules. 

Char Deh is 
a 

miserable village 
under 

a 

high mountain, which I take to 
be the Kuh-i-Peiria. A stream 

runs 
deep 

down in 
a gorge in front of 

village 
across 

which and the mountains 
beyond the people 

say there is 
a short cut 1 farsack to 

Mal-i-Mir, 
but only 

a 
footpath. 

(7) Char Deli to 
Godar-i-Balutalc, 2| farsacks.—The way is not 

particularly 
ly 

easy ; it is down 
a 

gorge to the river Karun 
; 

there 
are many rocks in the 

way, which is 
narrow. 

The descent to the river is steep and left bank very rocky. Very little 
room 

for animals 
or 

baggage 
to be collected prior 

to 
crossing. 

The crossing 
was easy, but took 

a 
long time, 

as 
there 

was 
only 

one 
tiny 

raft of inflated skins, and 
we 

had 
a 

good deal of 
baggage 

; our 
horses and 

mules 
swam across, almost straight, 

in 
a 

few seconds. The river 
was 

only 

some 
50 

yards wide, if 
so 

much, and not very 
rapid. 

At Godar-i-Balutak there is 
no 

village. Caravans camp here 
on 

bank of 
river. There is 

room 
for 

a 

large 
camp. The right bank, 

our 
landing side, is 

easy of 
access. 

This bank consists of conglomerate rock, 
worn 

down, with 

a 

sandy edge. (See sketch.) 

(8) 
Godar-i-Balutalcto Deh Diz, 2| farsacks.—The first two miles from 

the river 
were 

not at all easy ; 
the ascent 

was over a 

rough path until 
a 

stream 

was 
reached 

: 

along this 
we 

went 
nearly the whole way to Deh Diz; thepath- 

was narrow, but very easy. Oaks abound 
on 

this march. Deh Diz is under 
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‘BAKHTIARI HUT BUILT INTO THE SIDE OF THE HILL AT CHARDEH, in which Major Bruce
and Lieutenant W. D. McSwiney were snowed up in December 1890.’ [38r] (1/2)

^"CrosseJ 

ln 
)^nlijj 

■ 
U P 

i 3 
cetid 

e 
ito 

natioi 
( l * 8 

'Dountaii 
oacHng 

tfe b Oats 
ad of Mali, 

aa came ® nto tlio vi), 
■iads, 
fytliewlio!! 

O 
low gate! lliutspasseil 

of tlis lafe 

iear, wiiieli 
rater. Tk 

i 
winter (at 

wot over a 
r 

face of 
lU-Sulfa- 

e 
previous 

ding being 

line 
easier, 

Deb, the 

h 1 tab to 
in front of 
ly tberew 

) 

it 
particular- 

•ocl's in the 
ft banhTerf 

r 
to 
crossin?- 

ily 
one 

Hi! 

r 
horses anl 

er was 
onlj 

BAKHTiAR! HUT BUILT INTO THE SIDE OF THE HILL AT CHARDEH, 
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‘BAKHTIARI HUT BUILT INTO THE SIDE OF THE HILL AT CHARDEH, in which Major Bruce
and Lieutenant W. D. McSwiney were snowed up in December 1890.’ [38v] (2/2)
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [39r] (82/90)

Ill 

a mountain, and looks over a cultivated valley, several villages being visible. 
This village is the largest met so far, and has a small fort. A caravanserai 
sort of place. 

(9J T)eh Biz to Rucibar, 4 farsacks.—-A steep ascent from village, but 
no t a rocky one. A road could be made up it without much labour. 

* The descent was over snow 
and very slippery for more than 
a mile. 

On the top of the mountain the snow is about 
six inches deep.* 

From the summit of this mountain the descent was continual the whole 
way to river, where the bank was gained through a gorge (the bed of a 
stream). 

This was an easy march, but going the reverse way the pull up must be 
very trying ; half-way down the descent we passed the place where the road 
for “Pubi-Shaitan” branches oft. On getting to the river bank we had to follow 
low it. for 1| miles, and then crossed by a ford 2^ feet deep. The stream was 
strong. 

Getting across we followed the bank for f mile and camped at a village 
near the stream ; above us was the precipitous mountain to be climbed the 
following day. 

f We were only able to pitch 
them four times during the 
journey, as the weather was so 
bad. 

There is a large encamping ground, where we 
pitched our tents t near the village. 

(10) Rudbar to Hillisat, 4 farsacks.—From the village of Rudbar a steep 
climb for one hour had to be made to top of mountain, on reaching which we 
looked right down on the site where our camp had been. This ascent is not 

rocky as a rule, but it was so steep that I led my horse up the latter portion 
of it. I believe a good zigzag could be made up this mountain without much 
cost. From the summit of the mountain the road seemed easy, through oak 

forests, the whole way to Hillisat; but this part of the journey was made in a 

blinding snow storm, and little could be seen. We reached the snow line just 
after getting to the top, and shortly afterwards the snow began to fall. 

There was a descent for some distance before reaching Hillisat, where 
a stream was crossed, and a slight ascent for 100 yards or so, made to village. 

We had to halt here a day as the people said we could not possibly get on 

through the snow. 

(U) Hillisat to Mirza Mahomed Tali, 4 farsacks.—Started, with guides 
from village, and had a difficult journey through 

J Two feet deep, and more, the snowj ; muleteers very anxious to stop on the 
in some places my horse (lo road in a cave. I made them go on ; and we got bands liigli) went up to bis * i i j nn i * * v i / j ■%, ,,nx 
girths. 111 f° Mahomed laki on river bank (under a cliff) 
just as it was getting dark. 

I had to lighten my loads for this journey, and make my party walk, 
giving each man a piece of raw hide to tie over his boots and form a sorb o f 
snow-shoe. 
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‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [39v] (83/90)

IV 

I should say that this march is quite impracticable for ordinary caravans 
* 0 . , foi' at least two and a half months.* The peonle 

come from Char Mahal ̂ ay it*is ^ive 
in those parts say it is dangerous even 

open now (?th January 1891) i or them and that men lose their lives in trying to and is closed for about a month. Cl’OSS in bad weather. 

If there were caravanserais at short intervals and constant traffic daily, the road might be kept open, just as the Kohrud beyond Soli is. I have seen four feet of snow on the Kohrud, and am told it has been known to be deeper. 
From daily use the path over the snow forms into a ridge of ice, rising 

gradually with each fall of snow : mules seem to cross the ice causeway very 

difficulty° 
Ugl1 ^ d ° SOmetimes get oE into the snow > wlleu there is a 

There is a steepish climb about half-wayf and a 
descent to Mahomed Taki, but they are neither 
extremely hard to encounter. 

Mahomed Taki J is about 2^ miles from Du- 
pulan, on the opposite side of the stream. 

f After this climb the deepest snow along this road was met 
on a small plateau. 

t No snow here but there was 
just immediately above the 
place. 

fl2J Mirza Mahomed Talci to Ardal, 2 farsacks, or a little more.—Path 
good for mules, till the ascent from the gorge to the Ardal Valley had to be 
made, when the climb was stiff for half an hour or so; the Ardal Valley was 
covered with snow two inches deeep. 

J 

This is an easy march with the exception of the climb above-mentioned. 

(13J Ardal§ to Garhu, 7 forsacks.—To Nargun, the path over frozen 
snow was up and over a hill for two-thirds of 
way ; then there was a slight descent to the village, the load was rather slippery. From Nargun to 

,, ... /ri1 , ... near Cha the sn ow was deep, but there was a path 
through it. (There had been no path over snow from Hillisat to Mahomed 
Iasi.) 

§ Here is another road, a short 
cut over a mountain which was 
impracticable owing to snow. 

was easy, over a 

This march was fairly easy. 

(14) From Garhu to Kava FuJcJ, 6 farsacks.—Road 
path through the snow. 

Snowed up here for two days. We were the guests of Isfendia Khan. 
(15) KavaRuH to Bist-i-Gun, 5 farsacks (Bisgun).—The first half of the road was through rather deep snow. Gurdan-i-Rukh was difficult the snow being deep on it; nearly up to my horse's girth, in one or two places 

fi “ e m0W WaS bein = ^ M ^ ^ 

(R?) Bist-i-Gun {Bisgun) to Isfahan, 8 farsacks.—Easy the whole way 

Isfahan 
S lg ^ Sn ° W 1 tW ° lnCheS ° f Snow was ou the ground about 

• } 
c °nsider 20 farsacks or about 80 miles of the road from Shuster mav m fine weather be called difficult, viz.,— 

Cluster may 

1. The zigzag on to the Gul Gir plateau. 

EscSraaB 

83Reference: Mss Eur F112/397. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000054

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100125515278.0x000054?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


‘A RECONNAISSANCE IN SOUTH-WEST PERSIA’ [40r] (84/90)

V 

o 

2 . From Gal Gir to Mal-i-Mir plain. 

3. From Mal-i-Mir plain to Godar-i-Balutak, on Karan river. 

4. A short piece immediately after leaving Godar-i-Balutak, 

5. From Deh Diz to Rudbar is mostly steep ; either way a stiff ascent 
and descent are encoutered, but not rough as a rule. 

6. Rudbar to mountain above it. 

* This march was so buried 
in snow I could hardly say 
whafc it was like in fine weather, 
hut it seemed as if it would be 
very easy for mules. 

7. Perhaps some of the way from Hillisat to 
Dupulan.* 

8. Dupulan gorge to Ardal plateau. 

A road for wheels is at present quite out of the question over the above 
portions of the route. 

A good mule road is required, and then it would be the easiest way to 
reach Isfahan from the Persian Gulf. 

EDWARD BRUCE, Major, 

19th Bengal Lancers. 

P.S .—Lieutenant McSwiney, 7th Dragoon Guards, will send in perhaps 
a more detailed report, as he took notes the whole way with that view. 

E. B. 

Isfahan, Persia : 

The 7th Jamiary 1891. 

The above was written before the route from Dizful and Shuster via Shimbar and Chilau 
and Kala Bazuft Valley had been reported on, which is undoubtedly the shortest and could be made 
the easiest with very little trouble or expenditure. 

Simla : 

ht November 1891. } 

W. D. McSWINEY, Lieut., 

7ih Dragoon Guards. 
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VI 

Appendix B. 

Temperatures. 

Bate. Place. Temperature. Time. Kemabks. 

29th April ... Shustar ... 80° 10 A.M. 
' 

30th „ ... i) ••• 81° 10 A.M. 

3rd May ... Ab-i-bid 87° 3-30 P.M. 

4th „ ... Dizful ... 82° 11 A.M. In pucka house. 

6th „ ... Tabiran 95° 1 P.M. 

7th , 3 ... Duma Kail 92° 2-30 p.m. 
■ li 

8th „ ... Khan-i-Sufid ... 78° 1-30 p.m. Rainy day. 

9th „ ... Nurabad ... 75° 3 P.M. 

10th „ ... Para ... 67° 3 P.M. Cloudy. 

11th „ ... Chullun ,,, 75° 4 P.M. 

12th „ ... Nukdar 79° 3 pm. 

13th „ ... Pul-i-Kul 91° 12 noon. 

19th „ ... Duma Kail ... 92° 1 P.M. 

20th „ ... Sar-i-dasht 103° 3 p.m. 

23rd „ ... Salwati 100° 4 P.M. 

24th „ ... Dar-i-Bahadi 99° 4 P.M. j 

25th „ ... Chulbar. 90° 3-30 p.m. ij 

26th „ ... Haud-i-Nan 84° 1 P.M. 

27th „ ... Shimbar 99° 2 P.M. 

28th „ ... Taraz ... 84° 2-30 p.m. 

29th „ ... Susan 99° 1-30 p.m. f 

31st „ ... Shallar 103° 2-30 p.m. 

1st June ... Dasht-i-Gul ... 98° 2 P.M. 

2nd „ ... Mashgari ... 97° 2-30 p.m. 

3rd „ ... Chiti 104° 5 p.m. , fj 
4th „ ... Chaman Yorgha ... 111 ° 3 P.M. 

5 th „ ... Shustar 108° 1 P.M. In shade of pucka 
house. 

G. C. Press. Simla.-No. C-6 Q. M. G.. I. B.-13-1.92.~26, 
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•1 <J 

n 

I B. October 1891. End. J. A. A. 
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