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About this record

The volume is Report on The Mission to Seistan by Surgeon-Major George Washington Brazier-

Creagh, 1897. The report is based on a return journey to, and tours of, the Seistan [Sistan] region of eastern
Persia [Iran] between April and October 1897. The report, marked confidential, was printed at the Office of
the Superintendent of Government Printing, India, in 1898.

The objective of the mission was ostensibly to investigate the risk of the plague spreading into Seistan from
Baluchistan, but this was largely a cover for intelligence gathering, particularly with regard to Russian
activity in the region.

The first part of the report consists of five chapters that cover the following matters:

* Their journey from Quetta to Nasratabad [Zabol], Seistan

* Their arrival in Nasratabad and reception by the Deputy Governor, Mir Mahsum Khan [Mir
Ma‘sim? Khan]

* Local politics and administration

* The closing of the trade routes between Seistan and British India (now Pakistan) by the
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Persian Government under the suspected influence of Russia

* Russian influence and propaganda in the region more generally
» Criticism of elements of the Perso-Baluch Boundary Commission
* Raids on merchants along the Quetta-Seistan trade route

* The postal system along the Quetta-Seistan route

» British treatment of refugees of regional conflicts

» British strategical policy in the region, particularly in light of Russian activities
and with reference to railway construction.

The second part of the volume consists of eleven appendices containing the following information (often
tabulated):

* Genealogical charts of the region’s tribes and powerful families
* Meteorological data

» Topographical data

* Details of water sources

« Lists of villages.

The appendices section also contains copies of some of Brazier-Creagh’s diary entries and correspondence
written during the mission, as well as letters from local officials and leaders.

At the back of the volume are the following plans:
* ‘Plan Showing the Waterways & Distribution of Helmund Delta’ (folio 62)

* ‘Nasratabad Fort’ (folio 63).

Cover page



o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897." [front] (1/131)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000002



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897.' [back] (2/131)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000003



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000003?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd dyisa
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897."' [spine] (3/131)

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000004



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000004?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897.' [edge] (4/131)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000005



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000005?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897.' [head] (5/131)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000006



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897." [tail] (6/131)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000007



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000007?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

duibagll nd ik
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897." [front-i] (7/131)

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000008



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000008?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

D

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897." [2r] (8/131)

T

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000009?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

D

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897.' [2v] (9/131)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x00000a



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x00000a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S

[Army Medical Services] 1897." [3r] (10/131)

©)

Copy of a letter from the Government of India, No.168,

Secret, Frontier,

Simla, 22nd September 1898.
My Lord: -

In a telegram of the 17th March 1897 Your Lordship
agreed to our sending a medical officer with a small escort
to Seistan by the Nushki route, in response to a suggestion
by the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, who feared
that, in connection with the plague preventive measures
undertaken in Khorassan, the Russian Government might
despatch a cossack guard to that district.

Lis Surgeon Major G.W.Brazier Creagh, A.M.S., was
selected for this duty and in now forwarding, for the
information of Her Majesty's Government, a copy of his
report we have pieasure in commending his services to Your
Lordship's notice.

3. A copy of our Foreign Secretary's letter, acknow=-

ledging the report, is enclosed.

We have, &C.,
(Sd).Blgin
C.BE.Nairne
J.Westland.
M.D.Chalmers.
E.H.H.Collen.
A.C.Trevor.

B.M.Rivaz.
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[CONFIDENTIAL]
- REPORT

ON

THE MISSION TO SEISTAN,

BY

SuraEoN-MAJoR G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH, AM.S.

1897.

CALCUTTA:
ENDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, INDIA,

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINT
1898.
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CALCUTTA ¢
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA CENTRAL PRINTING OFFICE,
8, HASTINGS STREET.
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)
NS0
FroMm
SURGEON-MAJOR BRAZIER-CREAGH, AM.S.,
To
Tee SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
Dated PESHAWAR, the 12th March 1898.
SIR,

I have the honour to submit herewith a record of my mission to Seistan.

In forwarding this report I beg leave to point out that from the outset
my orders were of a very ambiguous nature, merely stating I was to proceed
with utmost dispatch to Seistan. My primary duty would be to take and
advise such general measures as may be possible to guard against risk of the
importation of plague from Baluchistan, particularly by the Nushki-Chagai
route.”

It will, therefore, be seen that the above orders nominally appointing me
on plague duty, in other respects gave me no definite instructions or insight
as to what line to pursue.

After due consideration and before reaching Seistan, I fully realised that
my mission, to be successful, involved other duties more important and intrie
cate, and that my primary duty would be equalled, if not surpassed, by
political onesin watching British interests, especially commercial interests, and
the doings of the Russian agents in the country. *

The diaries and letters forwarded from time to time, copies of which are
attached and form Appendix A of this report, briefly describe all matters of
urgency and importance affecting the mission. The general history of the
mission embodied in this report describes in some detail the circumstances
which guided my line of action throughout our sojourn in the country and
journeys across Baluchistan.

I have had to write this report somewhat hurriedly and under difficulties,
and regret any shortcomings.

I have not now the leisure necessary to properly compile the mass of
intelligence work anent resources, routes, and other important matters col-
lected; these will, at a more fitting occasion, be incorporated with the
Gazetteers and Route-books of Seistan, Baluchistan and Afghanistan.
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%o the Government of India for the honour @
such an important duty, and I
e in a manner to justify the

1 beg to express my thanks :
they have conferred on me by selecting me for
hope I have discharged the funetions of the offic

confidence reposed in me.
T have the honour to be,
Sig,

Your most obedient Servant,

G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH, Surgeon-Uajor,
4.1.8.
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il e
Ustify the
REPORT
THE MISSION TO SEISTAN,
HUajop,

418, 1897.

CHAPTER 1.

GENERAL ACCOUNT OF JOURNEY ACROSS THE BALTUCHISTAN DESERT.

I left Quetta on the 6th April 1897 in accordance with telegraphic
instructions from the Foreign Department directing me to reach Seistan with
the utmost expedition.

My party and escort included Hospital Assistant Abas Ali, Surveyor
Asgar Ali Beg, K.B., Sher Ali, clerk, Daffadars Muhammad Azim Khan and
Ghulam Haidar with 12 sowars of the Sind Horse, Jamadar Jhanda Khan,
with 15 Rustomzai Baluch levies, mounted on trotting camels, Sowar Mir
Afghan, 9th Bengal Lancers (personal orderly), four servants, and seven syces.

We reached Nushki, 93 miles, on the 9th April. Here I was forced to
halt one day, the local Sardars having intimated their desire to come in and
salaam to me, as also to report a recent raid that had been committed, the
result of a long-standing inter-feudal quarrel between the Rakhshani and Zagar
Mangal tribes.

Next morning I held a darbar, at which were present Sardar Muhammad
Ali Khan, Zagar Mangal, and his cousin Mir Mehrulla Khan, Bakhtiar Khan
and his brother Mir Hasil Khan, Yar Muhammad, jam Beg, Jamal Din,
Chief, and his brother Kaim Khan, with several of their respective followers.

From the reports that reached me I learnt that Muhammad Ali Khan and
Mehrulla, who had been entrusted with the charge of the passing kafilas by
the Assistant Political Agent, Chagai, were the chief offenders.

As far as I could glean, local affairs appeared to be by no means in a
satisfactory condition, and undoubtedly trouble seemed brewing ; what subse-
quently followed bore out this conviction : Mir Mebrulla and his gang caused
considerable trouble ; the Nushki thana was burnt down, and a raid made at
Mastung by Jaffir Khan. Happily, owing to the prompt and energetic action
of Mr. Barnes, Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan, more serious
trouble was frustrated.

Five long hot marches brought us to Dalbandin, 122 miles, on the 15th
April, From here two routes were open to me, a northern one, vié Ismail,
Merai, Jhuli, Manzil and Amir Chah, and a southern vi¢ Asa, Zeh, Isa-Tahir,
Mash-Kiga, and Amalaf. The latter route, though somewhat longer, was
chosen, as being the least known, and consequently the more important to
reconnoitre. :

Mr. Barnes, too, recognizing the necessity of finding out the best routes
and having a complete reconnaissance and survey of those best suited for the
development of our commercial interests along this sphere, requested me to
proceed by this little known route, unless some unforeseen obstacles arose to

prevent my completing the reconnaissance.
" A
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: . having halted a day to hire some @ Qﬂemﬁl%d
ine Dalbandin on the 17th April, having halted a 0 LT Hon (s o I
extraL::x;lel: to carry water before facing the desert, we reached Kundi, 13% tbef"“w
miles, without mishap, on the 22nd April. : . star
This the first section of the route was OVer weird, arid and barren oD §
streteh of sandy desert, unrelieved by asingle interesting feature, nothing but a ineg?
vast expanse of sandy plain and saltings, stretching away on all sides, apparently ou
without limit till lost in yellow fiery haze and mirage. It can be dismissed in Tie
very few words, having no advantages whatever, strategical or otherwise, to H
recommend it. At KundiI was delayed two days, being disappointed in the mnemgiﬂé
return of Zangi (guide) whom I had sent to convey a letter to Lieutenant an s
‘Webb-Ware at Amir Chah. ol
Zangi knew the country well and had arr_anged to guide us across the lou\'ﬂils
Dasht-i-Guran and through the Amalaf hills. His detention was a source of mtel('l"ow
considerable anxiety to me, as I had to fall back on the not too reliable guidance ol
of a young Baluch camel-man in my caravan, who had only once travelled the The
route some five years back. coyered‘
Pushing forward from Kundi on the 24th April we reached Kirtaka, 131 Seistan:
miles, o, the 28tk April, having halted one day to explore the Amalaf range. Tetd
This the second section of the route is over a much better line, being Colonel
hard pat most of the way ; water, too, is procurable at reasonable intervals and copy of
is of better quality than that met with on the first section of the route. mut.-ul:l1
On the road to-day (28th April 1897) I was met by a caravan of merchants fhe assiS
on their way back to Quetta. They informed me that on arrival at the Seistan The
frontier they were stopped and turned back by the Persian officials. No exoeeding
apparent reason was given for this step, and they further stated that the people fo days
of the country made no secret of the fact that the Persian officials were only Dur
actingup to the orders of the Russian Government, who had caused the routes of the §
to be closed by agreement with His Majesty the Shah-in-Shah. imporat
The merchants appeared to be delighted to meet a representative of the Tew
British Sirkar, and at once appealed to me to help them in the matter. taloved
J They were already sadly dejected and disheartened at the loss they had sus- Western
tained at having to retrace their steps, after undergoing great hardships in the matter 0
course of their long desert journey. from Peshin to Seistan, detention there some ! W
days, and now the return journey before them in this great heat. RS
The situation appeared to me to be a very serious one. There was no ]ourﬁlt:ly
doubt that any delay to remedy such substantial grievances would have the g at'(
effect of shaking the confidence of the people in the power of the British e
Sirkar, more particularly at a time like the present, when the country was in e
a not too settled state along this our newly acquired territory, so recently ceded ook
us by the Indo-Afghan Boundary Commission of 1895-96. Tt
3 Fully realising the importance of the matter, I wrote out a telegram T
(in cypher) there and then, which I «tiespatclzid by an I}llrgentomessenger back more;lve
Briefly, the purport of my telegr: was ¢ q .Quetta over the 480 miles of deser 0
; :3:;’1&::5\&.% fie tTeflral.}l' ';.‘(I:gg'a:\&;-;l g‘ﬁzumﬁjﬁfé we had come. At the same time I enf trits;
P e S A deavoured to reassure the merchants, I frecal w
X pointed out to them that their best plan wells, he
was to turn back with me, and that T would personally make an enquiry into for drin]
ﬁfilghleézi}naate grievances and bring pressure to bear on the Persian authorities, Tho
B ad no doubt would induce them to change their line of action. formep
owever, my efforts in this respect were fruitless, the merchants refused to Na
return and proceeded on their way. A few months afterwards wh ; e
:;z;ched Seist_an_ (through Sardar Purdil Khan, who had arrived frorzn'l‘;lf;s il
gra.z l.?ll;t;eStrICtllofns as to trade and routes were removed, I had reason to con- i Jal
B e L i e s o e L o
w that Government had accepte ice i ; (
matt(I:r an? tha:lt action had been taken at Tehran. LGt ful Skl Ity
0 a few days, when letters had passed between the Deputy Sorti Teent ff
myself and I had succeeded in persuading him to issue orders Pre-{,) eni(;p a%r};d =
routes in accordance with the instructions fi i T b * Vidg
had received (but was o . structions from hls.fathe'r, which I knew he b g
ncealing), the people both in Seistan and over the h.u.h.‘
IICMJ_
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®
1ay ta by 3

o iIiIeln:ll?xl:ld‘ in‘létfighan terriitotlgf were loud in praise of the British Sirkar, as it
ari ew like “ wild fire ” round the country that the Sirkar 4
i and the routes to be re-opened.* 5 .

Starting again next morning we zig-zagged along the rugged, boulder-

Lhe Qg strqwn skirts of the hills crossing numerous broad scours, the outlets of t
o ot;’;‘;::ﬁd i drainage from the Mirjawz;, Kacha, and Lar ranges. h wikingd s
ADpointeq lil't Our frontier post Robat, 473 miles, was reached on 30th April.

iter to Lieﬂhnani The intervening distance between Quetta and the Persian frontier, a dis-

tance of 5273 miles, was accomplished in 24 days, including five days® halt,
averaging 22 miles per day or 27% miles per marching day.

aide :
S o This, too, over exceptionally bad going for the greater part of the

was g Sourey &

5 ! journey, and in excessive heat, with indifferent, not to sa bad, water at long
)olx‘xecléakt)le Suidange intervals, is a test of what our native cavalry and heavilyyladen camel corp:
avelly f, can do when put to the pinch.
bl T The length of the marches varied, all distances from 12 to 43 miles being
ched Kirtak 1 covered each day, and I had not a sore-back amengst the animals on reaching
he Amalaf Tang, Seistan.
better ling, by Letters awaited me here from the Sartip, Deputy Governor, and from
mable interyals Colonel Yate, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consulate-General, Meshed, with s
if the route, copy of the order issued by the Governor-General of Khorasan to the Hash-
iravan of werdy: mut-ul-Mulk, directing him to receive me with all honours and render me all
wrival at fhe Seisa;?l the assistance that I may require during my stay in Seistan, ete., etc.
ersian offcls, ) The condition of the horses and transport on the completion of this
ated that they ) exceedingly hot and rapid march necessitated a rest. Consequently a halt of a
| offiials wergeosly few days was made at Robat.
ad caused the i During this period I was able to make a complete reconnaissance survey
hah : of the surrounding hills and valleys, which are of considerable strategic
o i importance affecting our trade routes and future policy towards Seistan. y
et}])]resent:etlveo Leaving Robat again on 6th May, at 7 miles we nicked in with, and g
0 LAV followed along the main kafila route from Jalk and Sarhad to Seistan and
the loss they bale Western Afghanistan, by no means a well supplied route in the all important
reat hardshipyinte matter of water, which is only met with at long stretches.
detention ther ‘We reached Seistan, 94 miles, on the 9th May. This latter part of the
t heat. journey to us appeared a regular high-way, after the lonely deserts and plains
one, There w¥ we had crossed ; travellers and traders are freeto come and go unquestioned,
ances woull have no restrictions being imposed on them similar to those affecting our Seistan-
ower of the Bi Quetta routes, instituted by the adverse influence of the Moscovite under the
| the coutty il cloak of plague.
ory, $0 recentlycaieé Incidents * en route.””—The journey at this season of the year, as may be

supposed, was intensely hot, added to which was a scarcity of water, which
moreover was neither suitable nor palatable for equines, much less humanes,

rrote ut 3 . . :
Most of the old wells had either fallen in or had been filled in by sand

rgent me?““ffrde::ﬁ drifts ; the majority of them had been fouled beyond description by years of
¢ 480 mils ® foecal and other matter which, saturating the ground in the vicinity of the
the same ““ﬁe I wells, had percolated through, thus rendering the water positively dangerous
ure the me¥°ba£w]w for drinking purposes.
m fhat thel iy Though little if at all inhabited excepting by a few wild nomads, this in
pake a8, e“q“tg,m former days was a much frequented route, but owing to the zulum of Sir
th Perslqnﬂ“f i Nauroz Khan and the predatory proclivities of the Reki and Dawani bad-
o theirlint °med i mashes it fell into disfavour.}
' merolais r;eg ot Jalk riots.—Two marches from Nushki we camped by a kafila from Jalk
afterwards WngM] (16 stages vid Reg-i-Wakab) en route for Nushki ; they informed me of a
ad aived o ¥ serious disturbance in the Jalk district.
i,Ihﬂd re;f;theﬂk’ It would appear from their information the tribes are up in arms and
n despat? ;dviw‘mm’ resent the oppression of Mir Abdulla Khan, Governor.
,epted my * Vide Appendix A, 1ettér No. 5, dated 14th July 1897, paragraphs 41 and 42, also letter No. 10, dated 28th
ugu 'y para; .—B.C.
the Depllty ;iug W M ;txlfzzupa@?:?;; to this section of the route, Strategically it is a much better line of advance than that by
L Amir Chah,~B.C.
) Orderswhichm:, ¥ e
fathens ™ =g of
jstal
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& f Apgg
4 . sae 8%
o ur (my old friend Zain-ul-Abidin) @ gl
It is re;:;)rtffgl ;h:;:ﬂefgfézlfoogf‘iﬁhe iio{, but the embers are still COT,T;;E
had to proceed Wi o 1 threatening. pit
smouldering and fu:therof(:;llll:l;os:h April we encountered a flight of locusts thﬂéi:;; i
£ th];’lz‘ggstao{{ Zyméii;"—t’ which not only covered the ground, but stretched away {)hrgl ol
k=4 . .
iles i -westerly direction. ) d
some 5 miles in a so“;th :V ::)s ﬁ;tzh and on the completion of this interesting ‘ ?"ﬁ; I
TllleY, aal‘le ]i-?)‘cve:s vov?ll no doub’t migrate and do considerable damage. ‘-zi);uiﬁ ol
PhYS;), (;::'/(;e epﬁ“ects.—'l‘he few nomad shepherds and camel-men met along this ;fﬁe ot
desolat‘:z and sparsely inhabited route complained:tl.ntbtlerly ';fl ef;xrﬁg: 3132 ﬁ:;agf(; Tie |
d; their condition is very pitiable. ) il
£°{Oef?§12§ ;;:\?vs in the sand dunes, of which there are two species, ﬁfxe dlixgimio
rl;sembling a carrot in consistency and ?eet-rﬁot 1{1 tcoi;’m‘s ﬂ’l.[?hi:thslr.lasggﬁ?;i ]‘ll; wﬂas p
l-wurzel, but is of a chocolate hue. ; il
E?Z(éan;bletz(i\glﬁafgsrishing as it undoubtedly must be, is eaten raw, occasion- Itﬁ;ni
11 gféinﬂ varied by a roast or boil, when it is then mixed with camels’ or i |
aozzts’ mifk. Locusts, of which there are now plenty and to spare, largely help he Eugm
%o allay the pangs of hunger and swell the scanty pot. { g ' anf oul
The Damini and Perso-Baluch Boundary.—There exist considerable dis- Theg
satisfaction and disappointment in Damini circles that they had not been Jegre R0
included amongst the British subjects. A iy : n(?tabzliema‘;
.Baluch boundary followed a more westerly alignment, ot L0
sa all_:E:nd; 1‘;;]111: 01:3:22 ofathe Mirjawa Iyiver, or better still further west along the Alit
chst of Koh-i-Safed, a masterly political stroke would have been effected for the “ on_whoﬂ
well-being and prestige of the Sirkar Angrez. ; obtﬂlﬂ‘-’dlf
Such a boundary line, while securing us a well-de'ﬁned, natural aI}d gtrategxc Tehran l“{
frontier, would have brought within our sphere of influence a yage tribe, who e t‘hl
have fo’r years inwardly despised and hated the Kagars, defied their yoke, and interest in
fervently prayed to become allies of the Daulat Angrez. ullahlfifhﬁ
3 ; 5 o yare ofen
) he i ance and lack of interest on the part of the Persian officials—in
=4 the p']e:rs?);ngsn&rthe local Governor Asadullah Khan and the Firman Farmai in Adga:
this remote corner—were very prominently brought home to Lieutenant P. M. tousa sui
Sykes and myself during our tour through Persian Baluchistan in 1893 for owr £
and 1894. arenue o
i i i informati Sar Robat
F experience gained during the above tour,* mfmmat'lon to hand,
when ; ;Illllest (I))f the Go%ernor Asaduﬁah Khan at Khwash, the.capltal of Sarhg,dz A.dva
supplemented by more recent information given me by the chief of .the Damini heglthines
and neighbouring tribes, I have no hesitation in asserting my belief that the 2 consider
Persian_authorities would welcome any relief which would rid them of these Wil
troublesome and yagi subjects, of whom they stand in great dread. t friendly
Their Sardar, Jahund Khan, does pretty much what he likes, raids the finge of
country, and refuses to pay maliyat, retiring when hard pressed to the fastness check the
of Safed Koh, Mirjawa, and Amalaf ranges. He owes allegiance to none but plexding}
Sardar Purdil Khan, head of the Sarbandi tribe, of whom the Damini are a e nevly
subesection.t i bt
Khwash, the capital of Sarhad, on which now stands the new frontier fort Robat an
(Persian), is the lawful territory of the Sarbandis of Seistan, the annexation of i
which by the Kagars has been the cause of the bitter hatred engendered against ol inm“
them by Jahund Khan and his followers who for eighteen generations have 197, 4,
been independent. les’ia) ii
Colonel Bell, V.C., in the report referred to at foot,{ sounded “ the trumpet Brih ¢
note of warning >’ on this and many other important points affecting our pres= Nenfiy
tige and political relations in these remote parts, pointing out succinctly the by these ‘
necessary steps to be followed ¢ boundary demarcations, ete., ete. 1
y step! o
- ;912‘1"; én?y report “ A Reconnaissance through Persian Baluchistan and Eastern Pérsia, 1893-94, ” pages 78 ::::d;:
3 JEBprénof of which I submit a letter from Jahund Khan to Sardar Purdil Khan, re raids—vide Appendix B, m"‘h
} Notes ona Journey from Quetta to Trebizond, page 30, ete.—B. C. QI barg
i
'Nm\xlcl
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&
(g
ity i
are i) o A perusal of the works* noted, and the adoption of a line of policy on so
o sound a basis, might have served the members of the Perso-Baluch Boundary
s Loyt Coglmls'smn, and prevented the adoption of so rapid a system of demarcation
od away as drawing a boundary line across a section of country, of which rather more
: than one-half, and that the most important half, had not previously been even
interesgy provisionally surveyed or reconnoitred to test the accuracy of details and learn
tage, 3 the local condition of affairs. 4
it alono 1, The award of ”l? Great King Solomon repeated.—As in the case of the
e c;a tv};l; ¢ toe “of land stretehing between Harmak and the Helmand, another supposed
ohifly mslgmﬁcant‘ tract of com}try ceded to Afghanistan, so here again the “ award of
!pecieg ;la the Great King Solomon ’ seems to have been executed. +
E SOme’whi: T}Je very alphabet of common prudence would suggest that some geo-
Tappets graphical and other knowledge might have been of service in this boundary
i occa'ng delimitation, mor is it quite clear what was “all the special information that
1’cam 151,011‘ was req}nred which Lieutenant P, M. Sykes brought with him from Kerman.”
ely’ or It certainly does not appear to have served as a reliable guide to t
lazgely § 3 3 g hose entrusted
gely help with the execution of the Perso-Baluch boundary, nor turned for the benefit of
the Empire, “ to such excellent account in the settlement of these most import-
derable js. ant outstanding frontier claims’’ as Colonel Holdich would have us believe.
1 not been ; Tlllf {i)ve:knegs of this I;otgerdarylline 1becomes all the more apparent as we
eave Robat and approach Wavaila nala, in which is situated one of the most
alignment, notablg and much frequented shrines all over British and Persian Baluchistan,
st along the viz., Ziarat Malik Siah.
cted for the A little strategy and finesse with Asadullah Khan and Colonel Suliman
““on whom the Persian Commissioner was wholly dependent,” would have
d strategic obtained for us a considerable slice of important territory west of the proposed
e Tehran line, or even the entire important valley of Mirjawa. That we did not
| yoke’, il seguretthlsthtr?ct 1otf ctnantr{ }i)s a great pity; from the infinitesimal Persian
interest in the locality and inhabitants, as also a personal knowledge of Asad-
iy ;ﬂlah lf;fhandz}ndb(llolgnel Suliman, I lia\ge every reason for believingb they would
offcials—in have offered feeble if any opposition had this point been pressed.
1 Farmai in Advantages lost.—Such a concession amongst others would have secured
mant P, M. to us a suitable site for military purposes, as well as a commanding position
n in 1893 for our frontier post in the vicinity of Ziarat Malik Siah, on the important
avenue to Seistan, instead of having it as now in an utterly useless position at
| to hand Sar Robat, several miles outside the area of the main trade routes.
J . T .
{of Sarhd, A'dvantnges qf _Mirjawa.—er]awa shares with Ladis a reputation for
e Damini healthiness and fertility, has a full and plentiful flow of perennial water with
ftbat the a considerable amount of arable land and good pasturage.
u of these With the Daminis under our sphere of influence, who have always evinced
a friendly feeling towards the Sirkar Angrez, and situated as they are on the
ids the fringe of our main kafila route, we would be in a position to once and for all
f?astness chec(;{ thebdepredagons a(ild lawglessness of this petty tribe, which the Persians
plead inability to do, and, with the assistance of their influential Sardar, guard
10ne bu; our newly-acquired frontier routes (both on the Afghan and Persian side)gfrom
ni ai8 further raids, particularly the long unprotected section of this route between
ot Robat and Amir Chah, where most of the raids are perpetrated.§
ptier 10f Action and result of Persian authorities in closing the routes.— As report-
sxafion Ot ed in my secret telegraphic despatch from Kirtaka, under date 28th };pril
A agaos 1897, the unjustifiable action of the Persian authorities (at instigation of
jons hate Russia) in closing the Quetta-Seistan trade routes by refusing permission to all
British traders to enter the country caused most disheartening effects, not to
he tmmpet mention serious losses to those whose enterprise had prompted them to venture
. by these newly-acquired routes.
2 out ptes Y
; he ;
,cmob\Y L # Wanderings in Baluchistan, Appendix B, pages 312 and 818.—B. C.
(1 rom Trebizond, page 7 of Preface,~B.C.
/ T Vide Journey from Quetta to § .
04" e i t Vide Report on the Demarcation of the Boundary between Persian Baluchistan and Kalat,—B. C,
& & i By § I have entered somewhat more fully into this matter than I at first intended, my apology for so doing being a
_oide Appﬂ“d“ s:azt:]i:n_ti%uscknowledge of its importance and the trouble that may arise, as the situation fairly bristles with compli-
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; i i —We met several traders on their return back
Raid on Brivish Igaet) Barki Dad, and his men, a horse-dealer from ®

o v ty
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g g ttacked by aband of marauders near Tazghi, gwo marches e
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CHAPTER II.

GENERAL HISTORY OF THE MISSION AND CONDITION OF AFFAIRS
IN SEISTAN.

Line of prgceclu_rg on arrival in Seistan.—From information received en
route 1 judged it politic before entering the capital to visit several large towns
en passant and gather any local information of importance to guide my line
of procedure, as my orders at the outset were somewhat ambiguous.

. I had every reason to congratulate myself on this subsequently, for I
picked up much of a secret and political nature which enabled me to steer
clear of the innumerable quick-sands of Russo-Pérsian intrigue, and thus avoid
fa'lhng under the fostering care of Russian spies who unfortunately surrounded
Lieutenant Webb-Ware during his flying visit before my arrival.*

Arrival of the Mission at the Capital.—We reached Nasratabad on the
14th May and were duly received with the customary Persian éclat.

Our entry was so timed as to have all interchange of visits, etc., with the
Persian oﬁiclalg over before the arrival of the Russian officers, who, I heard,
were expected in a few days. In the afternoon of the day of our arrival the
Deputy Sartip, accompanied by a large suite of officers, attendants, and sowars,
paid me a visit, and were duly received by my escort with honour and salutes
which not a little surprised and pleased them.

Visit of the Deputy Sartip and Pillars of State.—After the usual
greetings and service of tea and Zaliun, I explained to him the nature of my
visit (of Wluch_ he had been previously apprised by his father, the Governor of
Tabas and Seistan) and sought his cordial co-operation and assistance in the
necessary steps to be taken to guard against the risk of the importation of
plague into his country.

Though apparently under considerable restraint, both in their manner and
utterance, there was no concealing the evident pleasure our presence afforded
them all, and every assurance was given me by the Deputy Sartip of his desire
to comply with my request and the orders he received from his father on this
head, and for our treatment during our stay in the country.

Soon after their departure a Khassadar arrived from the Deputy Sartip to
find out our daily requirements for the number of men and animals; accom-
modation was also offered us in the visitors’ caravansarai by the Bagh. This
I courteously declined, as the situation and surroundings were very unfavourable
for occupation by my party.

One Muhammad Akram Khan and his brother, Russian spies, were very
kindly told off with express orders to look after our camp and assist me in every
way. I declined de bon grace their assistance, pointing out that I had ample
attendants of my own. Assoon as all had withdrawn, I posted sentries and once
and for all prevented strangers visiting our camp surreptitiously.

Later on, a guard of eight men was supplied. To these I allotted a site at
some distance, as I could not well send them back, though there could be no
doubt with what kindly solicitous thoughtfulness they had been selected for
us.

In the evening a large consignment of grain, cooked rations, with a varied
assortment of sweetmeats, tea, sugar, ghee, fruit, etc., were sent as mamani,
and in return I sent a gold lungi, a valuable watch, a pair of binoculars, a
gold brooch (for the Deputy Sartip’s mother), and an assortment of English
stores, sweets, chocolates, biscuits, ete., all of which I was informed were much
appreciated and gave the recipients some surprise as well as the natural oriental
pleasure.

* It is only fair to point out that this could hardly have been avoided, as that officer did not regeivg fog some
considerable time after his departure from the country the confidential orders notifying Russian doing( which had
been forwarded to him,—B. C.

o)
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8] % o ornineg I paid my return visit, and

Return visit_and recep ”"g' tl Nr?zv:: quitg a s%ir Wit{lin the fort, and
long before e hgur ar;};og:-;etionslivere being made for our reception.

L o o uS}I: P -rison manned the front wall of the fort, lined the

. o appx‘;) achatnc;3 Félrizlcf)mpanied by an escort of irregular cavalry which
b 1? i};oesr.:leet us preceded by a band (playing a national hymn) we
s beehn dsiﬁe citadel. On dismounting at the Darbar Hall, midst much bowing
apﬁrogl':‘a eino' T was ushered into the presence of the Deputy Sartip, who wes
an‘ : ({)edbl;y the Pillars of State, officers, soldiers, and attendants,a pompous
:lxlngo;lelrlnarkable collection of very ill-clad and uncleanly people as unmistak-
ably demonstrated in such weather. ) ) ! -

We conversed for some considerable time on various sub]e(its, bp.t it
was very evident mine host was ill at ease, and though apparent y(}es;ious
to frankly reply to my questions, the restraining signs and influence o > ose
around prevented his doing s0; conversation in consequence was a]t) imes
strained, and evasive answers given for and put into the mouth of the Deputy

rtip. ) ;
iy gt this as well as all subsequent public interviews I avoided all reference
to political matters affecting the country, although repeated attempts were made
to probe my feelings. - :

5 On en();uiring the reason of and affecting surprise at British merchants (with
letters and pass to Her Britannic Majesty’s Consqlate—General, Meshed) being
prevented from entering the country and proceeding further on t.heng journey,
and other restrictions imposed on kafilas from Nushki and Chagai without any
evidence of plague or illness which did not affect kafilas from Jalk, Sarhad or
Bam-Narmashir, who were free to come and go unmolested, I was informed
«that all orders on the subject directly emanated from His Highness the
Shah, and that they (officials) had simply to comply with the royal mandate
imposed on them, that as far as they were personally goncerned everyone in the
country much regretted the closure of the routes, as it stopped all their trade,
and the surplus grain would rot.” i

1 was even naively asked why the Sirkar Angrez permitted it, a signifi-
cant question, as everyone knew it was the Russians who had caused the ron}tes
to be closed on account of commercial jealousy, and the recent boundary lines
by which the British Sirkar was able to have her frontier post at Robat so near
Persia.

Before taking my leave I fully explained all the measures that the Indian
Government had successfully taken to protect her Muhammadan and other
subjects, and to prevent epidemic disease of all sorts spreading, not only with-
in her own gates and portals, but on the channels and high-roads leading to
and from other neighbouring countries, at the same time expatiating on the large
amount (crores of rupees) annually spent by the British Government to protect
and assist the millions of pilgrims who proceed to Mecca, Karbalai, Meshed,
Hardwar and other notable places of pilgrimage, clearly pointing out the
infinitesimal possibility of plague reaching either Persian Baluchistan, Seistan,
or Afghanistan, and at the same time makizg a strong point of the great hard-
ships and loss such a step (closure of routes) caused their Indian co-religionists
who were now in trying heat crossing the deserts to complete a pilgrimage to
« Meshed the Sacred,” * and others for trade purposes.

All this it was plainly noticeable was a great surprise, but was received
with evident satisfaction by all present.

At the outset all my endeavours to persuade the Deputy Governor to
impose quarantine and let all traders, pilgrims, ete., proceed onwards, or enter
the country after a reasonable detention on'the frontier, were treated with
opposition ; each appeal met with the same reply he had no power to do so,
His Highness the Shah having issued orders to close the routes,” When all
efforts failed, I made a vigorous religious appeal to the Mujtahid (High Priest),

* Several parties of Hazaras and others were met on the outward and return journey, proceeding on pilgrimage tQ
« Meshed the Sacred,”—B. C.
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0

Sption. Ty g @ ostensibly on behalf of the poor Shiah pilgrims, and the hardships a long deten-
fort I tion or return would cause them ; this. had the desired effect, the Hig'ﬁ Priest
°aV:ilr;:Sht- : silzil()iported my representations, and all objections on the part of officials were over=
ma] hymn)l; et ;

{ I would here point out that orders anent the re-opening of ¢ istan-
rt?}')‘cggomng Baluchistan routes were only received by me on thegznng ulyhfsg?sg?)gr
g ,a 0 i Colonel Yate’s letter,. Meshed, dated 4th June 1897), over a month after the
" as,; }1011_11)0“3 fleparture of the Russian Medical Officer and over two months after my arrival
© 83 unmigfyy, in the country. It will therefore beseen I was working all this time completely

; . in the dark, which required considerable tact and finesse. At an interview with
llb]ecfs, but the Deputy Sartip on the 18th J uly 1897, he denied having received any orders
trently desirog about the routes. up to date. Now I knew for a fact Sardar Purdil Khan had
Uence of gy given t}lem to him some days previously, as also a despatch for me from Colonel
WS at figg Yate with a copy of the same orders. The latter were sent me on the 29nd
of the D J uly, ‘and doubtless would have been detained longer had I not received secret

puty intelligence from the Sardar of their delivery at Nasratabad.

| - Here we have an illustration that the usual Persian system of dj 3
o all refereye, was being pursued. 2 Sty

Tpts Were ma The reins of Local Government.—* Mir Mahsum Khan,” Deputy Sartip
; the only legitimate son of Sartip Ali Akbar Khan, Governor of Tabas and
lherchants (mth Seistan, with his mother, rule Seistan in the father’s interest,
tilfs.heq) being He is but a boy and puppet in the hands of staid and ecrafty officials who
VIEIr journey, lean more towards the Birjand than Tabas rule, and are one and all
i without any recipients of Russian pay and favours, The Lady Ali Akbar, mother and co-
alk, Sarhad or ruler with the Deputy Sartip, is a sister of Sirdar *Syed Khan,” Chief of Naroi
was informed Baluch (a large clan), a man of enlightened views and having considerable
Highness the influence and property.
toyal ma.ndate The “ most beautiful ” mother of the Sartip, as she is styled, is considered
veryone in the to be a clever, intelligent and well-educated woman, and judging by the letter /
ill their trade, in Appendix A,* we might truly style her sexw femina viro ingenio. She is /
reported to have been present (behind the purda) at all interviews and visits
d it, a siguifi that I paid to her son, as well as to have dictated the diplomatic letters which
sed the routes passed between us when attempts were made to drive us out of the country by
undary lines the crafty Pillars of State, at the instigation of Russian Agents.
Robat so near Relationship of Birjond with Tabas and Seistan rule.—Mir Alum

Khan, the father of the Governors of Birjand and Tabas and Seistan, had three
wives by whom he had three sons, viz.:—

! the Indian

1 and other (1) Ali Akbar Khan (the eldest son), Hashmat-ul-Mulk,

only with- (2) Tsmail Khan (second son), Showkat-ul-Mullk,

leading to (8) Ibrahim Khan (third son), Amir Punj, Ghain Troops.

n the la:g@:ﬁ During Mir Alum Khan’s life he deputed the eldest son as Deputy
1t toprotee Governor of Seistan when he was himself at Birjand. :

lai, Meshed,
ting oub the
tan, Seistat,
o great hards

The second son was appointed Amir Punj in command of the Ghain
forces with the rank of Sartip under his father.

As Mir Alum breathed his last (in 1891), he decided that ¢ he who had

,p-religionists Seistan must keep it,” and ‘“he who had always been at Birjand must have
QI mage 10 Ghain”’ ; the younger (Ismail Khan) who was a minor,* he deputed to the
pllgnmis charge of Showkat-ul-Mulk, the elder brother.
ccivel A report of the dying man’s wishes was accordingly submitted to His
was 1¢ Highness the Shah, and soon after his death sanction in accordance with the
fo above arrangement was duly granted by letters patent.

Goverm! fot Ali Akbar Khan had reason for believing undue influence had been
ards, Of en‘th brought to bear on his father during his (Ali Akbar’s) absence as Governor of
e tremd W - Seistan, and not being satisfied with the hereditary distribution by which all
powerto do aﬁ Ghain provinee was left to his younger brother, with whom in earlier days he
<1 Whet ) had not been on good terms, immediately (on the death of his father) proceeded
i (Eigh Prieshy to Tehran toset forth his claim to the Governorship of Ghain.

ing O yill.riml" A * Tide Appendix A, Diary No. 6, paragraph 43, dated 14th July 1897.—B. C.
el + About the same age as the Deputy Sartip, Seistan.—B. C.

1068 F. D.
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At first, on arrival at Te d d by, ndicariRe

. th, but after a few days and by J presen
bf.::ﬁejlol:glzziﬁt;fgzﬁt;wi:; W,as arranged that he should have the Govern-
ati

orship of Tabas with permission  to depute his son Mir Mahsum Khan as

i istan.
Deputy'Samp‘ ofx::;st to Ali Akbar, was a great success after his first failure,
i a.\ppg main over his brother, whose opposition was directed dead against
and a glls.tlﬁzbf,) regarding the appointment. He returned from the capital
E:;)lpy(r alid pleased with his success and the honours that had been conferred

im during his visit. : 3
on hlr;lll]edappogintment of Ali Akbar to Tabas and bis son to Seistan was a jar to
the feelings of Ismail Khan, who had set his heart on other arrangements, and as
counter to his young nephew Mir Mahsum being appointed Deputy Sartgp of
Seistan, he got their younger brother Muhammad Ibrahim Khan (minor)
appointed Sartip of the Ghain forces under himself. X

Muhammad Ibrahim Khan is the heir-apparent to the Governorship of
Ghain, as his elder brother (Ismail Khan, Showkat-ul-Mulk) has tx.lo s<;1lns. :

n was a minor, his mother, being an exceptionally clever
womgns, %::;%Ti]r?garge of him, and her brother Sardar Syed Khan, Naori
Baluch, was also deputed to assist them in .the administration of Seistan. Such
was the arrangement made by Ali Alkbar in 1891 before he proceeded to Tabas
to take up his new appointment as Governor there. . ] .

Birjandi & Co.’s meddling.—All went well fo'r _some time in Seistan
under Syed Khan’s stewardship till Russian and Birjand influence began to
work hand in hand, so much so that Ismail Khan, who is Amx}' PEmJ an
responsible for the garrison of Seistan, sought a means of meddling in affairs
under the guise of Amir Punj. :

The natural rivalry between co-wives of Ali Akbar Khan has led the
mother to believe that with her 'husband——who ha}s not seen her for some

ears—her son, the Deputy Bartip, is not the favourite son, in consequence of
which she plays into the hands of the uncle Ismail Khan and the Naib-ul-
Hakumat.

Tar be it from me to cast one suspicion of a blot on the cha_wacter’ of even
a Persian lady, but ¢ Mother Grundy » makes free use of this lady’s name,
coupling it with that of the Naib-ul-Hakumat. .

Syed Khan (her brother) himself told me in conversapon to what extent }m
was annoyed with his sister and the Naib, and that Ali Akbar was doubtful
of his wife’s bond fides in the administration of Seistan.*

A plot was hatched to get rid of Syed Khan, some Parsibar} tribes were
bribed to prefer claims against him, the re'sult being the_ appointment of a
Ghaini (in Russian pay) in the person of Ali Yar Khan Naib-ul-Hakumat.

There is no secrecy about the enmity (fermented by Russian intrigue)
existing between the brothers, Ali Akbar and Ismail Khan, for years. The
latter is considered to be jealous in all matters of the former, and seeks to do
him injury.

The following qualities are attributed to these brothers :—Ali Akbar Khan
is considered an * able but blood-thirsty man,” Ismail Khan *an avaricious
and unjust one.”

The inhabitants of Seistan, though very discontented, are more partial to
Ali Akbar and resent the interference of the brother in local affairs, whereas the
officials and garrison who are mostly inhabitants of Ghain naturally look on
Tsmail Khan, their own Governor, as the all powerful being, so it is a case of
“ pull devil, pull baker.”

Progressive policy of Russia, her agents and their doings.—I was by no
means surprised on arrival in Seistan to find what ascendancy the Russians
had gained in the country, for during my former tour throughout South-
Eastern Persia, and while at Kerman (the most important trade centre south

* My informant was well up in Seistan scandal, of which he had an inexhaustible store, some hardly fitted for
ears polite.—B. C.
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Ter 11
‘“‘“°i°us°§'13£°% of Meshed), I
e ¢ i, eshe. had heard much of Russi i i i
[ahlullllle 1?1;) - L stfectmg th; little Seistan oasis. o poliey, e ieianl).
i For the past four years since the visi i
; ] it of L
rhi Napier, Russian activity has been very manif 1eutena1}t fhe Horouralils H. 1.
s fing e \ct S y manifest, as will be seen from what
st fai) ollows; this activity too i imi i "
“’teddead aga}m' Perso-Afghan frontigr u tos]&iwth lgmted i Selstan, o along the
from the Capint;lt at all thbe important tfade cgrslt:es’ n:;;s-w§1t§rs %1'101' agde ek e
i beenconfemd Turbat-i-Haidss. s -» Neh, Birjand, Tabas, Khaf, and
‘ Their unjustifiable action in co operation with t} i
- 1e Teh i
stan Va8 4 jar the Perso-Afghan-Baluch routes closed ‘¢ under the manetl;a;}? %?:;ﬁ;e’h?al: g
')nbemeﬂts,andas ﬁllt?re .subterfuge, a blov‘f aimed at choking in it infancy our lndian,tra.de on
eputy Sartp tOI:essll(li:ci::tth; lre-ope%mgg o’fh yh;: oéd Khorasan-8ind routes, and our endeavour
1 (ning ¢ a ‘arge trade which at one time actively prevailed with India,
) 'X:i]a };?1((11 Xl;lgyh a(il.etti out consequent on the hostile fariffs in Russian Central
TR istan.
asnogﬁzr:hlp of Sanitary posts and ddk arrangemenls.—Amongst a community who were
s ] perfectly' apathetic as far as plague was concerned, I saw at the outset how
Plionally cley hopeless it would be to rely on any official assistance, either is
Kb y s for the establish-
i I han, Naogi ment of posts. of o})servation or precautionary measures, and therefore deter-
istan, i mined to act in this matter independently. "My surmise on this head was
seeeded to Tyhgg confirmed by the expression of a leading Baluch Sardar (with British sym-
pathies) who paid me a secret visit a few days after arrival, viz., “ the very
fime i Seigy Walls}?av% ears, Sahib, and you dare not trust anyone.”’
Ruence begun ty y first step was to secure the assistance of a reliable Baluch Sardar and
L Pnnj i Mulla, and in conjunction With: tl.lem I established a sanitary post of inspec-
dling n afi tion under my own sowars at Girdi (half way between Seistan and Robat), at
I{fllsla}l-tl-Nao, and Daulatabad, two important entrepéts on the southern borders
of Seistan,
an has led th ;
; o forego;: By this arrangement I was, metaphorically speaking, « killing two birds,”
e ete., ete., as it ensu_red the safe and prompt transmission of my despatches
Ltho q Naibal- across the intervening desert to our frontier post at Robat.
Persian doctor’s visit to Nasratabad.—On the day following Lieutenant
f Webb-Wa.re's departure from Seistan, a Persian doctor, named Abdul Rahim
lr;icéex;son:;eeﬂ qK}]llan (said Mt:o lh&tlve blsren trained in the Paris Medical Schools), arrived from
s lady ) 'ehran vid Meshed at Nasratabad and stayed a few days.

At first it had been arranged that this doctor should accompany some
‘hat extent he Russian officers from Meshed, but the latter not having reached Ili.desyhed in
was doubtful time, the former came on alone.

He was reported to have been very pompous while at the capital and to
tribes W,f;re hatve i)ulhed the authorities for permitting English officers and men to come
tment of a into the country.
kumat. It was stated he was in Russian pay and had sent a lot of exaggerated
| -m“'\g%? report_iJ a(i)ou% tll}e r:vage: %;E’ I;)lgg\%;’ in, Quett':ti .atm.nd Kaéuielmlhar, as also about the

s, The magnitude of Lieutenant Webb-Ware’s expedition and the number of men b
:aeekm do had brought across the desert. 5
It afterwards transpired that in consequence of the Russian Legation
Akbar Kban having got wind that an Engligh army surgeon was deputed to Seistan, and

) on the representations of Her Britannic Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires at Tehr:

varicious Jesty g ran,
an @ anent escort,. ete., their tacti'cs were altered, and a Russian medical officer was
ordered to visit the country in the place of Russian military officers who at

Q010 pmialﬂt;f; first ‘were deputed to assist the Persians in the carrying out of quarantine

. wheres measures.

:u’r&“Y 1ok o2 These Russian officers subsequently came to Birjand, where they remained

some considerable time, during and after the stay of the Russian medical

o 1 ogse Of
if is8 08 Ot
| officer in Seistan.

Tws by In addition to the adverse influence exerted by the Naib-ul-Hakumat as
- il Russian® previously pointed out, one Mirza Muhammad Rahim Khan, otherwise known
oy ¥ i ufte as ““ Khan Meshedi,” has for the past three years been, without any secrecy,
ough°“m south appointed news-writer in Seistan. In 1896, he was fined 50 krans by the
ade &0 Deputy Sartip for a rape case committed by him in Hussainabad ; having paid

W\mh'“ﬂ’ﬁmdf B2
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12 1 wastw
: s . 0
the fine he left the town for some time and visited Meshed, returning with a @ ﬂighttﬂsthe 1
letter from the Russian Consul General, Meshed, stating he was a Government gho ad 107
official and was not to be interfered with, whereon the fine was remitted. He ottt g
also had authority from the Russian Consulate at Meshed to purchase a site fis ol
for a house, and to manage to build it as quietly and speedily as possible Sioua\knw
without giving rise to suspicion. e il
Construction of Russian Consulate Residency.—Two acres qf ground were "is“ﬂhug“ssif
allotted at a mominal ground.rent of Rs. 60 and the building started in fop® Y
November 1896 ; consequent on inclement weather, the work was temporarily s
suspended in December, but re-commenced in January 1897, and was completed ey y |
for occupation in March for some Russian officers who were to come there. ) mﬂti'
The expenditure up to date exceeds Rs. 2,000, but it was reported the P“’Mﬂdsats‘
Russian Government purpose to extend the buildings, adding additional angene®”
stabling and out-offices, which will come up to considerably more. o fnin
Russian Oficer’s visit.—On the 8th May, Docteur Bolestav Milascheoski, gnybrwch"
Officer du Corps de Medicin, accompanied by an escort of eight cossacks, arrived fat the Gov
at Nasratabad. arpens® ©
e received the same hospitality and attention as had been given to us. shich 8%
 Next morning I received a visit from the Naib-ul-Hakur.nat. whg ;nade Pussion.
profuse apologies for not being able to visit me earlier owing to md}sposmon— dong the il
a polite evasion of truth, as I knew for a fact, that accompanied by the Ty 1897),
news-writer, he had left Nasratabad the day previous to my arrival in order asteniog !
to meet the Russian officers three marches out. quatry; AT
The object of his visit was ostensibly to find out my views and learn if I o he qual
purposed visiting the officer. A fruit
The Persians, in common with all Asiatics, are no whit different to Westerns pent were D
in their notions and reverence for precedence, rank, etc., and from feelers Bombay,

thrown out it required mo magician’s wand to reveal the fact that I, as first yidespread 1
comer, was expected to pay the first official visit. pichief, fo
Knowing how much, in a matter of precedence, was at stake in the eyes of insend of 8

all the country, I affected great surprise at the presence of a Russian officer, 1 retur
remarking 1 could not understand an officer of another power coming into ] ok 3 favor
a zone of which I had been placed in medical charge of by joint agreement . Att
of the Persian and my Government, more particularly as I was given to under- ? meut‘ i

stand that the officer was a confrére, and such was contrary to the spirit of sonfession
professional etiquette without first having apprised me of his intended visit.” tw% e

However, I begged the Naib to convey my respects, and say that if any wereplaid de
representative of the Czar had come into the country, it would afford me the

greatest pleasure to receive him. s
That evening I received a courteous message from the officer, requesting \ Gorernme
me to appoint an hour that he might call, which was duly done. ‘ orn}depend
On ‘the 20th May the Russian officer paid me an official visit, and all ‘ Uné)ﬁlnterfer
preparations had been previously made to receive him with full honours. i
Te remained two hours; the orders and views (re plague) of our respec- I I.‘“’t.he
tive Governments formed the chief subject of conversation. h%P insig
Next day Ipaid my return visit, and was nota little surprised when av113g te
ushered into a large and pretentious house (in Hussainabad) which had un- 1o the
doubtedly been constructed with some ulterior purpose than that which it was it g
supposed to be. }”?v i up
It was easily seen the architecture and surroundings had been designed teadly v
with a view to other tl3an Persian occupation, and the Russian medieal officer R 4]
and his party were cosily housed during their stay, much to the envy of his Vil gy
?ngthsh confrére and party who sweltered in the narrow limits of field service g“t that }
ents. : ; 0 t the
. The Russian officer remained 21 days in the country, throughout which I g,
time a mutual spirit of respect and good fellowship existed between us, and Re gty
most favourable and cordial relations were cemented. il s
. Happily I wasin a position to frequently entertain him, having with that . 5even)
object brought a quantity of English stores, Tho
Tih Ty
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. T was so far fortunate in making him view matters in such a different
light as not to send in his despatches a repetition of the exaggerated reports

about the ravages of plague in Quetta and Kandahar which the Persian
doctor had done.

~ His being an officer and a gentleman of enlightened and advanced profes-
sional knowledge, made things easier, but he appeared to be hampered with secret
orders, From what transpired there could be no doubt of the nature of his
visit, and that he came with the express object of enhancing Russian prestige,
to push Russian trade, decry and preach against British trade, prestige, etc.,
as also with a view of crossing the deserts south of Seistan and penetrating on
our newly-acquired frontier by Malik Siah Koh. %

He made repeated suggestions and requests for permission to visit my
posts and satisfy himself ““ by order of his Government ” that all quarantine
arrangements were satisfactory.

In a friendly manmner I protested, and informed him I could not tolerate
any breach of professional etiquette or interference in any way with my duties,
that the Government of India had given me a free hand in the matter of
expenses, ete., ete., to make all the arrangements I considered necessary,
which at great labour had been carried out.

Russian Officer’s tour.—During his stay the officer made a short tour
along the villages in the south of Seistan (vide Despatch No. 8, dated 7th
July 1897), and at one village he frightened the officials and inhabitants by
threatening to have them punished for permitting traders to come into the
country ; during this tour he also preached and decried English politics, trade,
and the quality of our goods.

A fruitful source of seditious preaching was that the British Govern-
ment were now throwing the plague-stricken people alive into the seas at
Bombay, Karachi, etc., and burning the houses and people affected. This
widespread belief which was being circulated was a great source of political
mischief, for the natural inference was that the British rule was a curse
instead of a blessing to Muhammadans.

I returned by the same route the Russian officer had travelled over and
took a favourable opportunity of inviting him to dinner on return to Nasrat-
abad. At this interview I told him of what I had heard, expressing astonish-
ment at his action, stating “I did not think it compatible with the dignity of
a professional office to adopt such a line, and possibly foment trouble between
two powers ; that we were not there for political purpose, as far as my orders
were laid down.”

I requested an immediate discontinuance of his procedure, stating  the
Governmeut of India, as far as I knew, had no desire to interfere in the polities
or independence of her neighbouring countries so long as her interests were
not interfered with, nor, on the other hand, did I think she would tolerate any
other power adopting such a rdle.”

Furthermore, I pointed out the more rational and broad-minded view to
keep in sight was that there could be no objection to English trade and goods
having the same mart as Russian.

To the credit of the Russian officer, be it said, he complied with my
protests, or at least I concluded he did so, for no further complaints reached
me, and up to the evening of his departure, we had almost daily exchanged
friendly visits.

He gave me his assurance on more than one occasion that he concurred
with me in thinking that plague was most unlikely to come into the country,
but that his Government would not be satisfied or believe in any representa-
tions to the contrary made by him until the epidemic had entirely disappeared
from India.

He stated he would have to remain at Birjand for further orders, which he
did for some months and subsequently for a further period at Turbat-i-Haidari,
as several friendly letters passed between us from each place.

The unfortunate contretemps reported in my Secret Despatch No. 3, dated
7th July 1897, had something to do with the hasty departure of the Russian
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officer from the country, for on his first arrival he came to stay for an @

indefinite period, he informed me. .

ZLoss of the Russian Posts.—In the qarly part of June the I_{usmgn dak
from Birjand mysteriously disappeared, which caused great anxiety in the
Russian party.

The courier, a Baluch, could not be found and was never traced or the
dak recovered. . L

Mission Postal arrangements—In the face of such mishaps it is satis-
factory to report that not a single hitch occurred in the transmission of all com-
munications during the absence of the mission, which goes to show the postal
arrangements were very thoroughly carried out by the dak runners employed
by the Political Officer, Chagai, and myself. This too, I might point out, over
a lengthy and desolate tract of country where, in addition to no 1ncops1derable
danger, extreme heat and a paucity of water had to be contended against.

My northern communication with Colonel Yate, Her Britannic Majesty’s
Consulate, Meshed, was for several months dangerous. I dared not trust any
communication of importance to the local dak runners, nor could I, for several
reasons which it is unnecessary here to state, establish communication with
my own sowars over so long and barren a stretch of intervening country.

Not till September* was I able to establish with any safety communi-
cations with Meshed. Even then, owing to the immense difficulties to be over-
come, I deemed it not only prudent but safer to send all communications to
Quetta for transmission by the usual dak bag vié Kandahar and Herat.

The grant of Rs. 600 per month allotted by the Government of India for
maintaining communications with me enabled Lieutenant Webb-Ware to
safeguard the line with extra sowars and to establish a few extra posts.

Recommendations for maintenance of postal and other communications,~1
would here suggest that it would be well to consider a permanent allotment of
this sum to enable Lieutenant Webb-Ware to keep up these very necessary
posts and communications for the benefit of our traders and the advancement
of this route, which, if neglected and not safeguarded, will do incalculable
damage to British prestige and future trade prospects.

Establishment of Post Office in Seistan.—Another project of vast and far=
reaching importance worthy of prominent and early attention, I take the
liberty of here pointing out, is the necessity of establishing a Persian Post
Office in Seistan and so gradually improving our means of communication with
Khorasan. I know for a fact that Colonel Yate, Her Britannic Majesty’s
Consul-General, Meshed, is * at one ” with me in this matter and thoroughly
recognises the importance of this step.

Our Tebran Legation might quietly work this subject up and cause a
Post Office to be opened at Nasratabad similar to that now established in
Birjand.

The existence of a Post Office would be a great boon to traders, as well as

of material benefit to us in any future policy which we may be forced to adopt
towards the country.

Second Tour.—On the departure of the Russian medical officer from
Seistan I split up my party, making a base camp under the charge of my
escort at Killah-i-Nao (so as not to hamper my movements or cause any suspi-
cion), and accompanied by a few followers I made a tour from north-west
round by east to south rejoining my main camp after an absence of 17 days.t

This tour enabled me to mix freely with the large nomad encampments
from Ghain district who come into Seistan at this season of the year to graze
alpng the Hamoon banks, to treat their families, cement friendly relations
with and learn much useful information from them. It also afforded me an
opportunity of accurately defining the limits of the immense Hamoon, which
for the greater part of the year practically turns the country into an island,

* See further at page 16.—B. C.
t ¥ide Appendix A, letter No, 4, dated 30th June 1897, paragraphs 12-22,—B, C.
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as also to examine and map the extent of inundation and its effect at the
delta of the Helmand.

We traversed the entire country beyond the Rud-i-Parian, visiting all
the villages and trade centres on the Afghan border which had not been
accurately mapped or previously visited when in a condition of flood as at this
period of the year.

We worked up to Milak which we had visited as previously noted, when
in May I had made a rapid tour to the Helmand to intercept the Russian
medical officer and prevent his visiting some trade centres and inciting the
people as he had done on the south.*

We were beforehand again here, having managed to visit Milak and
other villages —trans-Helmand—two days previous to his arrival on the
Helmand bank at the only ferry opposite which our camp was pitched.

On hearing I had lost a horse and nearly lost my life in swimming the
river, then in high flood, he gave up the idea of crossing and returned to
Nasratabad by the route we had come.

Particulars of Russian Officer’s Tour.—I might point out that the Russian
officer’s tour was a very short one, he had no tents, and put up in a house pre-
pared for him at a few of the villages by some satellites of the Deputy Governor
who escorted him on his tour and who were by no means partial to exposure
at this particular season of the year.

On this tour we were for a few days the guest of Sardar Khan Jahan of
Saidak ; nothing could exceed this Sardar’s kindness and generosity, as also
that of another hostess, the Bibi Qama, widow of the late Sardar Gul
Muhammad of Pulgi.t I learat through Sardar Khanjan Khan that there
was no truth in the exaggerated reports the Persian officer had made about
plague, and which the Russian officer subsequently reported as having broken out
in Kandahar and Herat, etc.

This Sardar was much interested in the political situation and the recent
Indo-Afghan Boundary Commission ; he knew Sir Robert Sandeman well,
having been at Kandahar and Quetta with him. He also took great interest in
the possible re-opening by Government of the old karezes at Robat, Koh-i-
Siah, Piran, Kirtaka, Amir Chah, etc. ; he informed me many of his tribe
would be glad to domicile there if permission were granted him as their ancestors
had formerly lived there. He also told me he went to Nasratabad dul:mg
Licutenant Webb-Ware’s visit when he heard an English Sahib had come into
the country, but obstacles were put in his way and he could not pay his visit
to the officer. He had heard how the Sahib had given lots of presents to the
Sartip and .some for the Sardars, which latter were not distributed ; how the
officials in return had treated the officer so badly and kept him sitting fourteen
days in Pain-Hussainabad awaiting camels, and had he (Khanjan Khan)
only known it, he would have gladly sent him camels.

He explained himself to his people who were sitting round at one of my
visits, recapitulating with wonderful accuracy every stage on the route ; how
that ¢ long before Russians could ever attempt to get into the counfry the
British Sirkar’s troops could jump into Seistan.”

He was well up in the Russian policy and ambitions with regard to
Afghanistan and the acquisition of trade monopoly, as also her doings in
Northern Persia. !

Adverse influence at work.~On the 29th June I had to make a rapid
ride of 47 miles, my Daffadar having sent a special orderly to report that the
officials had stopped all their supplies § and were inciting the people to_drive
them out of the country. For particulars vide Appendix A, letter No. 4,
dated 30th June 1897, paragraphs 25-27.

This unpleasant state of affairs was however smoothed over on letters
passing between myself and the Deputy Sartip, but the snake was still in the

* Vide Appendix A, letter No. 3, dated 7th July 1897, paragraph 3.—B. C.

+ Vide Appendix A, letter No. 4, dated 30th June 1897, paragraph 16.—B. C.

1 Notwithstanding the orders given by Persian officials not to sell supplies to our camp,
smuggled into camp by friendly Sardars, Mullas, and others.—B. C.

large quantities were

il

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qgdl.ga/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000021



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000021?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

[Army Medical Services] 1897.' [14v] (33/131)

16

» in the person of the ne ) i
‘lglzxsziedl ]:11 muc?h more serious plot to force us out of the country (vide Appendix

.5, dated 14th July 1897, aragraphs 9—17). This fortunately came
s%c:'gtt{;rtlg(x)n? notice by the lgindly igfotmatiou of a friendly Mullz_l, as also
the information that the Mullas had been summoned to a meeting by the
officials in order to press them to preach to tbe people in their respective
villages that to give supplies to the infidel and his people was against Muham-
madan laws.

T was here again confronted with a serious state of affairs which, on
mature consideration, seemed to me to require prompt actiqn,_apd that any
show of weakness on my part would undoubtedly be prejudicial to British
prestige and interest.

Tt was obviously extremely inadvisable to let time slip by, and it seemed
to me the most effectual way to prevent either a surprise or further trouble
was mot to await further development of this plot, but to treat it boldly and
then like the nettle « it would be found to have lost its sting,” so promptly
saddling up, and accompanied by my Daffadar and a few sowars I rode into
the village square at Kimak, summoned the Kadkhuda and his people, and
informed them ¢ that I had heard of their intended plot, that now he and his
badmashes could come when they liked, but that the first man we saw near
camp I would fire on him straight, and that the bloodshed would be at his
door.” The threat had its effect, for we were unmolested and lived peaceably in
the country for several months after that, notwithstanding further workings
Dby the news-writer and his supporters.

Tt is well to state here that before I took action I despatched a letter
reporting the matter to the Sartip at Nasratabad, 22 miles from camp.

Copies of the official communications are attached and form Appendix B
of this report.

Consequent on this outburst of hostility and opposition anent supplies, I
moved my base camp from Killah-i-Néo to Kosha Pain, where we remained
till our departure from the country ; here the local Sardars rendered us every
assistance for the remainder of our stay.

During an interval of quiescence here we were enabled to make large pur-
chases of grain and transport it across the desert to our Robat post, sufficient
to last them during the winter season with a very large margin to carry us
back on the return journey to Quetta. This step was a considerable saving to
Government, os I purchased at very favourable rates (vide Appendix A, letter
No. 10, dated 28th August 1897, paragraph 15), besides which it made our
frontier post independent of Seistan officials and secure against boycott in the
matter of supplies on my withdrawal from the country.

The Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan, having since acted on the
advice contained in my Despatch No. 1257-C., dated 13th July 1897, paragraph
14, has established supply dep6ts at Amir Chah, Dalbandin, ete., from which
can be reg)lenished further consignments to Robat, when the present supply is
exhausted.

I would point out arrangements should be made for laying in supplies
through tribal agency along the Kanak, Nushki and Dalbandin, etc., route up
to Robat, and special precautions taken to guard against the raiding of tribes
west of Amalaf and Mirjawa ranges. ;

If the Damini bogey were removed or Sardar Jahund Khan subsidised, there
would no doubt be much less anxiety felt in future regarding the safety of this

kafila route, but we can never be quite at our ease on this score till the Damini
have been squared.

Money having run short, I had occasion to despatch my apothecary
Ali, under escort to Birjand on the 22nd August. ]I:)Iaving s}zxppriied hi!;].) ,w‘x:&tga;
good outfit of medicine he was able to do much useful work while detained
18 days in Birjand awaiting reply from Meshed, as well as to quietly feel the
pulse of popular feeling (vide Appendix A, letter No. 10, dated 28th August
1897, paragraphs 4—8) ; the party were absent just a month, and their return
was a great relief both in the matter of specie (which they had brought) as also

ws-writer and others, who in a few daysafteragain @
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Saftey %
(vide 4, '%in ) ;
Ppeng; their own safety about which I had miseivines, ¢
it i misgivings, consequent on th
ME{‘]:}&Z%MQ ® S0t of the co.untry au-d the raids that were bei%g‘ perpe?rated at if‘hee t},li';nsg.t i
ety o b On tlsle. nt]ght of 25th August my post at Girdi situated on the desert
e o h etween Seistan and Robat was attacked by a band of Sarhadi badmashes ; the
gaingt Mpectm men were severely beaten and one camel and other property looted, vide Appen-
Ulay, 3;;:8 Ad 1111 Despazcg 1\tIo. tll?, daﬁt;d 218th August 1897, paragraph 16. This raid
: uly reported to the officials with a r y
fairg Which, o, should be traged and returned.* e ey
rﬁ:intli that g I made this a legitimate excuse for another tour, and set off in pursuit of
al o Brits the rmders of whose whereabouts I had got intelligence from a Baluch Sardar.
. Leaving Kosha Pain on 1st September we skirted the southern end of the
;lnd it seqmyg Hamoon and after three intensely hot and long marches crossing the Shelag salt
Urther trol desert we were caught in a blinding saline blizzard which foiled all trace of the
l’t it bOIdly ul 1:g;a.nf? we were in pursuit of who were but one march ahead of us. They even-
,arssol prgmpﬂy h\;:;) e{eS:ntered the hills through the Baluchap nala where further pursuit was
18 Lrods infy ;
I8 people ... Owing to delay caused by the blizzard which rendered all progress i =
m;} hg aﬁdal;lig sible we ran out of water, but a forced march in a north-west dilI‘:?ction th;[(])ﬁi;h
e s goy th.e hills on t'he west brought us to a spring ; this though highly impregnated
‘ould be gt with deleterlo_us matter was a welgome find, for we had nolens volens to drink
i pescty i the ﬁlt}ly anq intensely saline water in the southern end of the Hamoon the effects
ther otk : of which will not be forgotten by us for many a day. I spent the following

three weeks in making a reconnaissance survey of the mountainous district on
the west of Seistan.

ttohed a eter This district extending from Palang Koh on the north to Malik Siah Koh

Amp. on the south—which has an important strategical bearing on the defence of
Appendix B Seistan—had not previously been explored ; I determined to survey and com-
plete this reconnaissance before the withdrawal of the Mission from Seistan, and
1t supplies, I it has now been completed.
We remained ‘We reached camp Kosha Pain on 26th September to find the main party all
od us every well ; they experienced no difficulties in the matter of supplies, Jaffar Khan, the
. headman of the village, having carried out the trust imposed in him during my
o dadi st absence, and willingly arranged for all the forage and supplies required. The
, ?ﬁ 4 i incessant hard work and responsibilities—almost too much for one hand—super-
f, sulicen added to other privations attendant on much rapid travelling in continuous
SOATTE and extreme heat for the past seven months, now began to tell—as may be sup-
2 saving to posed. Iwas here laid prostrate for some ten days with low fever and dysentery
¥ A:i]me" as were others of the party.
Z“’. ett;]ir During these unhappy days I received repeated attentions and kind visits
el from the leading Sardars and Mullas.
ed on the #® Up to the departure of the Mission from Seistan the officials were unable to trace the offenders, In fature settie=
)al‘agf‘dl)h ment of affairs and counter-claims it would be as well to bear this raid in mind, so that indemnity be claimed.—B. C.
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CHAPTER III.

AL CHIEFS WITH OTHER INTERESTING MATTER

INFLUENTIAL TOLE NECTED WITH THE ADMINISTRATION OF SEISTAN.

IMMEDIATELY CON

i ovails that the tribal chiefs in Seistan are of “ng
acconﬁlltl 22?1;1%01?: olcdce:p?ra higher position than that o.f village Kad Khuda.”

This has not been my experience. I will mention some of the l.eadiug
Sardars, on whose assistance and influence are dependent the internal affairs and
ad ministration of the country, and to whom I know for a f?clfi %havmg perused
the letters) the Deputy Sartip and his father, the Governor of Ta .%s {mq Seistan,
appeal to for a settlement of the frontier water distribution, tribal discontent,
land revenues, raids and other matters concerning the well-being of this isolated
little territory. ) :

To these Sardars is justly due a mead of praise frgm my pen, for without
their assistance—at all times willingly rendered and against official opposition—
T would have had much difficulty. )

The clergy too of the country, I mt.lst not omit to state, renderqd us
valuable assistance, and by timely info?matlon.—-on more than one occasion—
prevented what might have developed into serious aﬁan‘s. .

Influential Sardars of Seistan.—Sardar Purdil Khan, Sarbandi, son of
Sardar Lutuf Ali Khan, is the most influential Sardar in Seistan, and the
Sarbandi the largest tribe. ;

This Sardar resides at Daulatabad in the sigth Nawar; he is a general
adviser to the Deputy Sartip on matters of importance affecting tribal
affairs, etc.

He holds considerable sway not only over the Seistan Sarbandi and sub-
sections of this tribe, but his influence extends over the Damini and other
small sub-tribes on the Sarhad plateaus.

Purdil Khan is greatly respected, of undoubted ability, strength of character,
and, as his name implies, courageous, It is stated he did good service in the
British cause with Sir Oliver St. John.

This Sardar has lost his right arm, and the following account of the
oceurrence is a fire-side story in Baluch hearths :—

‘When a young lad of ten years, he fell backwards off a donkey; apparently
ﬁed(iid not mind the fall, although it appears the humeral bone was ractured

adly.

His father, Lutaf Ali Khan, seeing that the arm was partly severed from the
shoulder, cut off the entire arm and plunged the stump into boiling rogan which
the people say—possibly with truth—prevents the wound going bad and hastens
the healing process.

The boy did not seem to feel the operation and did not even cry when the
stump was put in the boiling rogan; hence his father re-christened him
Purdil, 4.e., stout-hearted, courageous. Purdil Khan and some other members
of his family were for some time patients of mine; he was much debilitated on
his return from Tabas where he had been for four months with Ali Akbar
Khan during troublesome times at the beginning of the year. He returned to
Seistan in the early part of June and rendered me much valuable assistance.
He states the climate of Seistan is much better than that at Tabas at this season
of the year. This is ut variance with the generally accepted idea as gathered
from the records of other travellers on this side.

Sardar Syed Khan, Naroi, son of Sardar Sharif Khan, lives at Khwaja-
Ahmad in the first Nawar.

In 1888 Sharif Khan was invited to the Kabul Court and was treated with
much favour by Abdur Rahman in return for the valuable assistance he had
rendered to him (Abdur Rahman) when on his flight from Kabul.
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o {&bdur Rahman, it is said, gave the Sardar 4,000 Kabuli rupees and 1,200
for his son as annual stipends, and asked Sharif Khan to remain with him at
Kabul which the Sardar did, the Governorship meanwhile being bestowed on
the elder son Syed Khan, who had remained at Khal-i-Fath.

kg
)NTé:G Mmm On the death of Sharif Khan at Kabul, the Amir sent for Syed Khan, who
SEisnyy was also treated with favour on arrival at the Kabul Court and ‘was offered the
tstan 4 Governorship of some out-of-the-way place near Kafiristan : it being a policy of
t® Kag 16 of ), Amir Abdur Rahman never to bestow any hereditary appointment in order to
Khuda)l possess himself of proprietary rights, and stifle local tribal influence which might
0 of the lea, be an opposing factor in his own administration on the frontier.
:1 hm:{l aﬂaimm; Syed Khan acceded to the Amir’s request and accepted money from him
( A¥ing o for the transport of his family to his new appointment, but on return to Khal-
A0as ang g, i-Fath he simply transported the lot, bag and baggage, into Seistan, preferring to
tribg] disooygy remain near his own people rather than at the other side of Afghanistan in a
1 of this iSOIate:; doubtful appointment.
It must be remembered Syed Khan’s sister had been married some years
. e, for ity previously to Ali Akbar Khan, who was before his father’s (Mir Alum Khan)
icia] oppositior. death Sartip of Seistan ; consequently he claimed a refuge in Seistan from his

own brother-in-law,

Ali Akbar treated Syed Khan favourably and gave him some lands and

ate, iee : ; : : ;
1 Tonden g the administration of villages at Khwaja-Ahmad, making him adviser also to the

| 006 occasiop— young Deputy Sartip and his mother before proceeding to Tabas to take over
the Governorship there. This trust was duly carried out till Birjand influence

Sa{handi, son of ousted him—vwide ante at page 10.

Seistan, and Syed Khan is a middle-aged, active man ; he was summoned to Tabas soon
after my arrival in Seistan to relieve Sardar Purdil Khan, consequently I did

he is a gener] not see as much of him as I would have wished. What I did see I liked; his

affecting tribl frank and pleasing manner and voluntary information on matters then affecting

British interests could not fail to appeal to me. He has some 200 footmen and
a few sowars; some of my men being of the same tribe, we had a welcome

bandi and sub. when amongst them.

o Muhammad Ali Khan, the young brother of Syed Khan, who had been in
Kabul with his father, awaited some time the return of his brother Syed Khan,
;hof?ha::acter, but hearing he had taken refuge in Seistan, Ali Khan fled also. He then
service in the came to Peshawar vid Jalalabad, where it is reported he was kindly treated by
the Deputy Commissioner Mr. Merk, but being unable to secure any appoint-
ount of the ment or political pension, he returned to Persia hopeless and proceeded to
Kerman.
apparently On application to_Persian authorities he was given the Governorship of
s fractured Ladis by the Firman-Firmdi at Kerman and is now established there.
Sardar Khan Jehan Sanjarani, son of Sardar Ibrahim Khan, late Gov-
o from the ernor of Chakansur, lives at Saidak in the 7th Nawar beyond the Rud-i-
oean which Parian.
and hastens TIbrahim Khan held Chakansur when Amir Abdur Rahar_nan ascended the
Kabul throne, but on his death the Amir did not, as is h1§ custorp, allow
th the father’s rights to the son Khan Jehan. Khan Jehan fled into Seistan and
v g was offered land which he at first refused; he came thence to Quetta and was
istened hin treated as a hostage for some time there by Sir R. Sandeman. He received a
ner members khillat from the Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan, but no political
-Eb"m?‘md & pension being sanctioned for him by the British Sirkar, he returned to Seistan.
th Al Ak;) :(t) Sardar Ali Khan Sahroni of Pulgi (since deceased) at that time represented
BTN 0 to Alam Khan, Governor of Ghain, that the Taoki tribes, who had always
le asﬁlsmc,; ] been under the auspices of the Sanjarani tribe in Seistan, were now without
sab tmsseasod a Sardar since the death of Sardar Khan Jehan’s father who had settled in
ea 88 gathere Afghan territory at Chakansur; that now, misfortune having drivep his son inte®
. Seistan, he might as well be considered Sardar of the Seistan Taokis.
ves a6 Khwef Sardar Ali Khan being an influential chief at the time, the authorities
accepted his representations and Khan Jehan who was known to be a shrewd,
a8 freated ol c2
sistance
pul:
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St;(;’;giv(;lllliéigﬂ:z;n S‘;:}ilak in the 7th Nawar, on the understanding that one-
W,

. t revenue was allowed him as a Jagir. .
fourth Go:er:ﬂi]riee days with Khan Jehan who treated us with the greatest

b a({ hospitality ; he supplied me with horses and donkeys which saved
Cypagied anh t {nlfle’s tra’mp on the return journey, for we had to travel on foot
s mﬁany aar(?s owing to the swollen state of the Rud-i-Parian (an off-shoot of
3[1;: é):fmpand river)cwhich is unfordable at this season, and can only be crossed

ins (reed boats). )
) tl:;;lﬂ: fgrst glance)shows Khan Jehan to be an independent, resolute and
indomitable character, one who cannot pl}t inspire respect. He gave me a
lengthy account of his career and of his visit fourteen years ago to the late Sir
R. Sandeman at Quetta. ; :

By dint of hard work the tribe have reclaimed a good deal of jungle land
and established several villages in those parts. Khan Jehan bgldly tgld me in
front of a Persian official ¢ that he was a zamindar now and not in reeeipt of any
Government allowance : the paltry one-‘fourth Government revenue share which
acerues to him is but poor reward for his ha_rd labour and what hq has done to
cultivate and reclaim these jungle Iargds; still, as he had fixed h1§ abode now
here and the Persians having given him an asylum, he was not faithless to his
salt, but whercver he and his tribe were they felt warmly attached to the
British Sirkar, and there is naturally a common bond of union between them
and their kinsmen, the Sanjarani of Chagai and Dalbandin who are under the
supreme Sirkar.” ‘ :

Sardar Khan Jehan was united in the holy bonds of marriage while I was
in Seistan, on the 1st October 1897, to a sister of Sardar Syed Khzu_x (i.e., a
younger sister of the Deputy Sartip’s mother), the band-o-bast being that

Sardar Khan Jehan was to give a young daughter of his, by another wife, to

Syed Khan’s son on the latter’s return from Tabas, where he was at the time
with Ali Akbar. Khan Jehan is an uncle of Sardar Ali Khan of Chagai who,
from what I saw of him at Dalbandin, is but a miserable specimen, and cannot,
be expected to exercise either influence or moral force in the administration of
Chagai.

The Persian policy with regard to these Afghan refugees is to assist and
settle them along the frontiers of Khorasan and Seistan. Such refugees as
Sardar Khan Jehan and Syed Khan Naroi are the only safeguards against
Afghans raiding the weak and easily intimidated Parsiban which for years
previously had been the case.

Since the above-noted Sardars have been established in Seistan, it is a well-
known fact that there are 100 per cent. less raids in the country, and it is said
that through the Sanjarani and Naroi tribes the Persian Government have not
only made substantial increase in her revenues, but have made a wall of peace
between Afghanistan and Seistan, as the trans-border Afghan-Baluch will not
raid his kinsman, the Seistan Baluch.

Treatment of refugees by British Government.—The Baluch chiefs re-
peatedly pointed out to me the neglect of the British Government to show any
favour to Seistan or Afghan Baluch refugees.

Sardars Khan Jehan, Purdil Khan, Syed Khan, and Muhammad Ali
Khan particularly brought this to my notice in their own case, and also in the
case of Taj Muhammad Khan Sarbandi who, on escape from Tehran, came to
Seistan to say a last farewell to his kinsmen, and on being pursued by Mir
Alum Khan fled to Kandahar, where it is said he did hard service with Sir
Oliver St.‘ John, and in compensation but a small subsidiary allowance was
allotted hlm: when in Quetta; and on his death his widow and children had to
IEltl:;ln to Seistan penniless and are now living on the bounty of Sardar Purdil
s Seistan Revenue C,’ollqctor.—One other man of importance is Mir Abas of

skil, ,On_the father’s side he comes of an ancient Arab family, on the
mother’s a Baluch chieftain’s daughter,

His family have e

njoyed issi . o
SRl v Joyed remission of Government lands in several villages

Or many years, since Jahangir Khan’s time it is stated.

influence amongst his clan on the Chakansur side, @
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CHAPTER IV.
STRATEGICAL ROUTE, TRADE PROSPECTS, &rc.

ing two months anxiously awaited further orders as to the recall
of thgigils[;ibonf (;I;ld receiving none, in reply to my request on this head, bearing
date of 28th August 1897, suffering as I was from dysentery and insomnia, [
determined to leave Seistan. : . :

The limit too of the sanctioned budge.t es.tlmate, viz., Six monthsg having
elapsed, it seemed to me on carefully weighing the condition of affairs that I
was not justified in prolonging the stay of the M}slen in the eouptry, knowing
that special sanction of the Government of India was necessary in accordance
with Civil Service Regulations anent such deputations.

Having therefore carried out all the political, professional and other duties
imposed on me during our stay of seven months, and trave!lefl every acre of
the country which enabled me to compile very complete statistics on resources,
revenues, and other subjects of special interest, both political and strategical,
as well as a thorough survey, there did not appear to me to be any special
cause for my remaining any longer in the country, besides which I had
inspected and started all the Kafilas from Seistan which set forth on their
journey at this season of the year.

On the 20th October 1897, we turned our backs on Seistan heading south
over the dreary and arid plains again, en route for Quetta.

Return journey.—We retraced our steps from Seistan as far as Saindak,
from which place we returned by a more northerly route, vié Amir Chah, rations
having been laid down on this route for the cavalry escort which I had
purposed sending back at an earlier period, but did not do so eventually conse-
quent on the aspect of Seistan affairs.

Our journey back was unmarked by any incidents other than those
naturally consequent on rapid and long marches in varying temperature, and
a paucity of water, at all times bad, often at distances of from 20 to 45 miles or
more apart,

Disadvantages of the Northern route.—From Saindak to Gat-i-Barot »id
Amir Chah, the country is very desert and waterless, and cannot be cousidered
either a promising or practicable route.

Up to the time of our leaving Baluchistan no water had been found
between Saindak and Amir Chah, although *Ido’* palwar of great fame, had
worked hard for six months to sink wells at Drana Koh and Zeh, nor is there
any between the long weary stretch from Amir Chah to Mizzil.

On the other l.land, as will be seen by a glance at map No. 1, water is
found at reasonable intervals on the southern parallel route in this vicinity,

excepting on the Siastarji plateau where, in several spots, water is near the
surface and could easily be obtained.

. With little difficulty such as cleansing out and repairing existing wells,
sinking a few new ones, and above all, building pucca watering troughs to
prevent pollution of water, the great natural necessity of our existence over any

trade route that itis contemplated to popularize, a better and purer water
supply could be guaranteed all along the southern route.

The greater part of the route between the above-named places is over
heavy sandy going and across lofty sand dunes.

Apart from the info
the character of the
shifting sands.

The country is ex
desert stretches awa
year round th

rmation of the nomadic inhabitants, one can easily see
country has undergone great changes consequent on

posed and unguarded by hills on the north, a vast sand
y right up to and beyond the Helmand river, and all the
e country being subject to violent wind storms, it is not unnatural
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b :
@ to expect that the entire character of the country will still further undergo
great changes.
From Ismail an intermediate route runs south between the northern route
and the one we proceeded by, joining at Kundi (vide map) ; this Nohli-Salgaz-
Kundi line will at once suggest itself as being the most direct. g
The most practicable and strategical line for all purposes appears to m
sash to the by to run from Quetta * to Ismail ; along that we travelledlj thlzence tt‘? pKundi h;
qad, beal’iug the above T qnwards, fo'llowmg our route across the Amalaf and Siastargi
tnd 8oy | plateaus to Saindak. Saindak should be a central depst and strong post, it is
on the high road to everywhere in these parts, leading as it does from Seistan
tontl, by aQnd tAfghamstan to Mashkhel, Jalk, Makran, Kharan, Dalbandin and
it allaig g, uetta.
ntry, knowaiil ; Had it not been for the presence and protection afforded by our post at
‘in Wotnig Am;rrC]lOllah,otile kafila proprietors and merchants informed me this is a
preferable route.
d ofher gy I would here state that I have pointed this out to Mr. Barnes, Agent to
P 15 the Governor-General, Baluchistan, as also to Lieutenant Webb-Ware, the
o ryesam of Political Officer, Chagai, suggesting at the same time the advisability of trans-
Ollegs ferring the greater number of the levies from Amir;Chah to Saindak and placing

ul Stmegi@, all under a strong crafty native, leaving but a small post at the former place
auy spec which requires but little guarding.

fm:hhlﬁﬁ Iﬂl]];(: It is in this very vicinity that the Damini tribe cause such trouble and
interfere with our trade, blocking the route by perpetual raids and bolting
) into the fastness of Mirjawa range. It will, therefore, be seen how important
heading south it is to have a strong post at Saindak to check the Damini who dominate the
entire western districts.
r 83 Saindak, From Saindak to the frontier the most practicable route, I think, will be
Chah, rations found to follow along the skirts of the hills as straight as the nature of this
which I had rugged domin will admit.
tually conses A glance at my map will show the exact places, with their names, where
water is available all the year round (coloured in blue circles or crosses) along
" than those the whole routes travelled. 2
rature, and If, for strategical or other purposes, it is ever contemplated to construct a
45 miles or railway and link up Eastern Persia with Quetta, this must be the line of
advance, and not, I think, that »é¢ Amir Chah, if we wish to avoid a similar
. Barot sid source of anxiety which the Russian administration have to cor_all.)at with in
cousidered the section of her Trans-Caspian Railway between Merv and Charjui.
This line runs through lofty sand dunes, from which the sand is always on
found the move under the influence of perpetual wind, and necessitates a considerable
i mllmd expenditure to protect it from being rapidly obliterated.
??;e’thete I was glad to see that the Political Agent, Chagai, acting on the sugges-
tions and recommendations made by me in my earlier letters to Mr. Barnes,
; Agent to the Governor-General, Baluchistan, had caused supply depdts to be
1, Wa,te.r & placed along the route at convenient centres; these are a great boon not only
P vinity, to traders, but to the nomad tribes along these deserts. §
s o e Local appreciation of the re-opening of the Seistan- Nushki route.—Many
encouraging signs are manifest to betoken an increased appreciation of the
isting wells opening up of the Baluchistan-Seistan caravan route.
{ troughs t0 The returns from February to October 1897 as seen in Lieutenant Webb- F
nee Ovewtleyr Ware’s report give the‘total value of the exports and imports as over 8} lakhs, :
puer wa

* Or vid Bolan, Darwaza, Mastung, Kanak up to Nushki as suggested by Colonel Bell, V.C.—vide “Report on a
1§ over journey from Quetta to Trebizond,” page ii of Preface.—B. C. ; i
phces " + This short section was not travelled over by my party, but from information received and the general confi-
guration of the surrounding country as seen when passing close on either side, I have reason to believe there are mo
topographical difficulties whatever.—B. C.

can eamly . 1 The line projected by Colonel Sir T. H. Holdich according to the recent Indo-Afghan Boundary Commission is
seqllent o now outside the British sphere of influence. . . )
- Without interfering at all with Seistan or encroaching on Afghan territory, a light railway, following the above

suggested route, would be equally suitable for commercial or strategical purposes,—B. C. 2
j rtion of the suggestions and dati made by me to the Agent, Governor-General,
§' ¥ P ¥ ml:g::, gzen bodied under the head of “ Improvements ’ on page 18, paragraph 28, of Lieutenant Webb
Ware’s report on the Baluchistan-Persian Caravan Route,

st
lt:" :nd e
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o assume that these figures would possibly have been much p 0
dverse influence exerted by Russian action, in blockine
frontier to be closed ¢ on th_e plea of plague,” Wllerebay
traders were afraid to send out kafilas and traffic prac_tlcally came to a standsti]].

The Khorasan and Seistan kafila season opens in AUgust,_and several large
caravans both for Quetta, Khorasan, Bam, and Jalk were 1nspected‘ by me
before starting from the country ; steps must be taken to proteet the interests
of traders and counteract Russian intrigue, bo_th in Khorasan and Selgtan, it
we are to ensure the rapid expansion of this trade which may be said to be
but in its infancy. :

Future trade prospects.—There is a very large field open in tea alone, i !
if the Indian tea-planters and r_nerchgnts bestir them'selves. and wish tg KlAIum Ka0.
regain the trade with Central Asia which was formerly in their hands some

years ago. Hidn
As regards the future prospects of a tea trade—provided it be green, which
is preferred all over Persia—there cannot be a doubt. Russia cannot suppl
the market ; her tea is inferior, and it is said—possibly with a microbe of truth—
that the bouquet of their tea is affected by the passage across the Caspian in

and it is only fair ¢
higher but for the a
the trade by causing the

el

petroleum steamers. Against the expansion qf our trade on this side the entire Kiak
weight of Russian influence in Iran is now being exerted. How strong this is,
may be gathered from the events narraled in this report. (iilg

The difficulties of the intervening route have been much exaggerated ag

exemplified in my rapid return journey from Seistan, covering a distance of e

579 miles with cavalry in 22 days. All along the return journey there were il +

not wanting evidence of contentment under the new rule, and on enquiry we

were invariably informed affairs were much more peaceable and settled even in Saidk

this short time since the acquisition of this territory by the Indo-Afghan '

Boundary Commission. Deh Al Akba
The people appreciate and applaud the British Sirkar’s large expenditure el

for their well being in opening up these routes. Lieutenant Webb-Ware, Poli-

tical Officer, Chagai, is actively engaged in improving this route; thanas and —

posts have been established, and many of the difficulties about water, etc., have
already been surmounted.

I append herewith a list of the leading merchants in Seistan ; these traders
were interviewed by me, and all the advantages of the opening up of these old
Khorasan-8ind routes thoroughly explained to them.

They were exhorted to bestir themselves and follow in the foot-steps of
their forefathers who had travelled these routes in by-gone days under great
difficulties ; British gold had reopened the high-ways and portals, and it now
remained for them to emulate the deeds of their fathers and revive the trade
with Central Asia and India.

List of leading merchants in Seistan.

Residence. Name.
(| (1) Azghar Meshdi,
I (2) Mir Beg.
Daulatabad . . 5 5 « 3| (3) Agha Qalah Ali,
l (4) Sher Dil.
| (5) Agha Ghulam Maurtaza,

Sikoh .

(1) Pasand Khan.
[ (1) Mirza Fakir Muhammad.
Killah-i-Khona or Burj-i-Khona . 4| (2) Karblai Ghulam Ali Beg.
L

(8) Syed Ali Agha,
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List of leading merchants in Seistan—contd.

Residence.

Name.

Killah-i-Nao or
Alum Khan,

Burj-ieNao

Kimak . o

Iskil o . .

Zahidan 5 .
Milak .
Saidak . 5 5 ¥

Deh Ali Akbar
Nasratabad . 3 .

or Burj«i-4

(1) Abas Khushali,

(3) Ali Gul.

(4) Abmad Akhund.

(5) Shah Sowar Azghar.
(6) Noor Muhammad.

(7) Ali Jan.

(8) Darwesh Ali.

(1) Ibrahim.

(1) Mir Abas.

(1) Ahmad Khan Nautini.
(1) Mohammad and others,
(1) Yousaf,

.| (1) Ali Akbar.

(1) Karblai Agha Jan,

(2) Muhammad Ghulam Hussain.
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CHAPTER V.

POLITICAL AND STRATEGICAL SITUATION AND OUTLOOK.

itical horizon—At present Russia does not appear desirous of
vimﬂ ; tﬁoggﬁan frontier, but sels)eks rather to cqnclliate the Amir* (by a pro-
sed mission to Kabul last June), and the estabhsl:fment-by agreement with
Peria—Of strong positions along the z_&fghan frontier, .through Khorasan, so
as to menace India on any future occasion, and meanwhile counteract the rapid
and increasing British prestige anq commermal.prospects so recently streng-
thened by the acquisition of Chagai qnd Bah}chlstan as far west as Koh-i-
Malik Siah, which brings our frontier within easy distance of Seistan and
Khorasan. : : : ;

The present activity of our northern rival in this quarter since the Indo-
Afghan Boundary Commission and co=incident with the outbreak of plague in
India and frontier troubles is but another exangple of her procedure all over the
world just now, viz., fix here a mine, thgre a mine, to cha}rge with the necessary
inflammables but to withhold the fuze till the ripe occasion.

Her political and military policy are an ix.lter(.asting study to follow. The
rapid advance and completion of the Trans-Siberian Railway to Vladivostok,
and strengthening of this place. Her doings in Northern China and Corea to
counteract British interests with Japan and China. The rapid construction of
the Central Asian Railway from Samarkand to Tashkand, and branch extension
to Khokand of significant importance. Her more recent move establishing a
permanent Political Agent in Abyssinia to counteract our Egyptian and Nile
policy. Her union with France and outstretched hand to Germany and
Afghanistan.

The Turko-Grecian war, too, is a most suitable occasion to bring about a
settlement of Cretian affairs, and the pending negotiations relative to the
administration (by her) of certain Asia Minor territories which are really
designs to acquire two important places, iz., Rizak and Jorak, in the south-
east corner of the Black Sea, and with which object she has voted 20,850,000
roubles for the purpose of constructing the Tiflis-Kars Railway which it is
calculated will be opened in 1899. Thus it is, all along the Afghan frontier
and in Northern Persia, everything has more or less been quietly pushed on and
prepared for years, and with her present interest with the Shah-in-Shah it is
not unlikely certain Khorasan concessions may fall to Russia’s lot,

Strategical notes.— Russian jealousy of our recent acquisition in Baluchis-
tan—which brings our frontier posts up to the borders of Seistan—is very great,
and now that she sees the Pamir bulwarks are unsurmountable, and those
routes not worth considering further, she is quietly but steadily pushing on her
influence on the Khorasan side which it requires no very far-seeing perception
to perceive, is the only assailable point now open to her, from which she can
hope to menace Afghanistan or advance on India.

z_\s pointed out by Colonel Bell, V.C., “ Khorasan is as good a base as
Russia need wish, for without Herat, it includes Seistan.”

The Pearl of Eastern Persia.—Seistan—with its relative position to
Afghanistan and British Baluchistan as secure by nature as she is weak by art,
on the west being separated from the Neh and Narmashir distriets by innumer-
able parallel ranges, divided by narrow torrent beds, and barren plateaus, where
without any exception there are no villages or habitations, and water-supply
scant and bad, where the approaches from the north for the greater part of the
year are cut off by an immense hamoon—is much more easy of access by us
than by our northern rival.

Watered by the noble Helmand

which not onl
extremely irrig nly causes the country to be

ated, but for the greater part of the year practically turns it into

* Vide Appendix A, letter No, 9, dated 27th August 1897.—B.C.
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® anisland, what might it be, if this the great natural necessity of any country
were but conirolled by head canals and the country in other hands ? X

_ Being a rich grain-growing, large pasturage, camel and flock-rearing dis-
trict, whose resources under proper control could be hugely increased, it might
00k, be turned into a regular garden, and is certainly * the Pearl of Persia ’ on this

it desiy side, the golden key to the situation whichever power secures it.

it (b il I hope that power will be England : she will then hold a Royal Flush,”
"'eemei :Pfﬂ- and need not be intimidated by any amount of bluff further north.

Khoman‘,ﬂth _ Olimate of Seistan.—On the principle of giving ‘the devil his due, the
et e climate is not at all so bad as we have been led to believe by other travellers ;

rently m’:gid the erroneous idea hitherto prevalent, purely surmise, that the country is un-

s 4 i suitefl to European occupatior} all the year round, is quite misleading. There is
imo‘l' nothing to depress the bodily powers and produce the lassitude from which
0 agd we suffer during a hot weather in the plains of India. Throughout the hot
season the heat is tempered by northern winds and the nights are fairly cool.
e the Tof. There are no hardships which a moderate degree of foresight in preparations
of plagye iy will not overcome.
€ all ovep gy, The outlook.—Khorasan and Meshed are practically at the mercy of the
ellecessuq Czar; if he wishes to occupy Northern Persia, he can do so, forjneither Persian nor
our troops would be able to prevent him. Such a measure is almost sure to pre-
follow, The cede Russia’s operations against Afghanistan and Herat in particular, and it
Viadivostoi seems that un.less we are well prepared and warned, Seistan and Persian-
ad Corea ¢, Baluchistan might fall into her hands before our troops could arrive on the
!tmc;l("ea t? scene.*
h exte;;ifn Birjand strqtegieallx and commercially is an important point, though much
tablishing 5 less Zo than Seistan, or indeed any point north of it as far as England is con-
an and Nj| gorReds
lminy ans Khorasan is a non-grain-growing district bqyond local requirements, and is
largely dependent on Seistan for grain and grazing.t
ig about o The intervening distance (225 miles) between Birjand and Seistan is prac-
five to the tically a desert and waterless stretch, the routes north to Meshed are far more
are really difficult than are those from Quetta.
he south- The difficulties of a force attacking from Khorasan are infinitely greater
10,850,000 than for a force approaching from Baluchistan ; an army of any numbers could
u'éh it is not well march through Khorasan w1'th the Sqlstan granary in our hands, and
| frontier would be placed in a most embarrassing position were they to attempt it.
d on and With a railway running to Seistan we should undoubtedly be in a strong
ah it is position to thwart all designs and to check Russian advance through Persia
by threatening the flank of a force marching eastward, or meeting a direct
BT nohisd attack in a very suitable position, and on decidedly advantageous terms to us.
lau(;eat The line of communication with our base at Quetta would be some 6074
ydgthos:a miles in length{ whereas the Russian line of communication taking Askabad as
| her her base would be some 680 miles§ from Seistan ; such is the present position
g of the rival powers. It is not plague but Herat and Indian trade, ete., that is
erception under observation in Khorasan ; the spirit of commercial jealousy and especially
. she can Afghan politics are the sole cause of Russian activity.
Threatening clouds,—1t would be interesting to know why the Russian
a base 88 Legation at Tehran demanded in July “ the cancelling of the Persian Govern-
ment orders’ reopening the Seistan-Nushki route when Her Britannic
sition t0 Majesty’s Chargé d’ Affaires caused them to be reopened on receipt of represent-
ak by arb ations from the Indian Government, acting on the suggestions contained in my
W innulgﬂ' telegraphic despatch|| from Kirtaka previously referred to.
éﬂusx where

* 1 Bell, V. C., mentions in his report having seen the secret report of the‘Gm{ernor-Geyeml of the Caucasus
mte,.supply on Rug(s:;ggne‘;st;n,poliey: He says : “On page 8 will be found a menace against Balucbistan, which as already stated.

art 0 considers itself British.”—B.C.
i by } Vide Appendix 4, letter No. 9, dated 27th August 1897, paragraph 7.—B.C.
Bccess y The amount of grain exported from Seistan to Khorasan, Narmashir, Sarhad, Jalk, and Baluchistan can hardly be
smagined considering the slovenly farming and requi ts of a thickly populated country li.ke S.eistan.—B.C. .
to be 1 I make it 5274 miles from Quetta to our Robat post, and from Robat to Sehkuha 80 miles, 4., total 607} miles.
ount\'y' it It would be considerably shorter by the intermediate route suggested on page 23.—B.C.
turns it § Mileage as given by Lieutenant the Hon'ble H. D. Napier.—B.C.

|| Pide Appendix A, letter No. 8, dated 220d August 1897, paragraph 4,—B.C.
D2
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2 . o0
8 i ,,-ufoﬁ’;tthcr
g move at Tehran offering to place ofﬁqers and noq-commissior_xed o e
oﬂice]ie;trfﬁin;isposal of the Shah-in-Shgah to reorganise and drill the Persian -‘;aéolln?e
Army is but the thin end of the wedge. 4 . X Bus;stmﬁy
If such a proposal be accepted, we may safely predict the establishment of e i
Russian officers and men along the frontier in the important commercial entre- -Gwit o
pots, such as Turbat-i-Haidari, Khat, Birjand, and Seistan, doubtless occupying o o
the recently built Residency at Nasratabad, and those about to be constructed a0 wo: i
in Birjand, etc., under the disguise of Military Instructors to the Persian ﬂnl;éy c'
troope. : i S i i
It was odd and somewhat disappointing after a liberal distribution of ohstﬂde' |
Toshakhana and in the face of the orders of the Hashmat-ul-M ulk, Governor of At
Tabas and Seistan, that the Seistan officials should h_ave so resented our presence . perf"’mf
as to issue orders and plot to try and force me to w113hdraw from the country. b et 0
This T attribute to the under-current of Russian intrigue. ponﬁihle aud
There is no doubt the Moscovite is assiduously preparing her path for a Qo i
future occupation of Khorasan, and time will show whether herso-called ¢ posts Jf, Bt
of observation * are a fallacious or appropriate nomenclature. There is danger ﬂ?enshe i
pending in this quarter of Persia. St 8‘36 0
I am afraid I am not competent to offer comment or criticism lge).rond a ?me]lfd Jor
certain point—upon the many recommendations regarding-the policy it is pro- oy
posed to adopt with regard to Seistan. i
T do not hold with the political dementia—forit cannot be considered any- Thongh
thing else—which underlies the suggestions made by some, viz.— galls P
(1) Advance, annex or lease the country. P ‘
(2) Install at once a British Agent in Seistan. q“ﬁﬁed‘sll
I will briefly state why—as to the first—military opinion is against employing Ilbnr‘:fi
a force at a point so distant from our base ; further it must be a natural surmise shrong!y
that Russian advance on India will not be through Southern Khorasan and g Ehan]
Seistan (it might be used asan alternative route or base®), but by a more north- | g,
ern one vid Herat and Kandahar. ‘ s 6
As to the second, the question of such an appointment must not be lost | bisdutie
sight of ; an agent there to protect our trade interest and check‘Russian intrigue velleam
unquestionably would be worth having, yet I do not think just now such an Sher A
extreme measure would serve any useful purpose and might excite our northern diate ol
rival to greater activity. iy of &
Prudence suggests that we should count the cost of the consequences ' ol did o
before embarking on any such scheme which might in all probability lead on | Inomme
to supporting the British Agent by a force. Ta

To safeguard our interests in Seistan, and pursue the line of policy I have | Takir Abr
begun, it remains for me but to repeat the suggestions previously made in my

5 e 5 t
letter bearing date the 20th November 1897, on return from Seistan, viz.— tmns{lgzr i
A well-educated, crafty, diplomatic native accompanied by an Assistant ad fh ef;ac

Apothecary should be sent to replace me in Seistan ; such a combination will credite
suffice to counteract the present Russian influence firmly established there i | b
the person of the news-writer and his agents. : 1 Faek?:?l{ ]
The former will keep us posted in all matters, assist traders, and enhance ‘ 1803 ﬂ:
British prestige amongst the Mullas, Sardars, and people of the country. of 1894
The Apoﬂ}ecary will be a companion to the Native Political Assistant, will uamen, ¢
have great weight, and do much good in a country where 50 per cent. of the i any dutieg
inhabitants die from want of medical treatment, bis any
An ofﬁce{' might be deputed to move along the frontier from Seistan to Told b y

Mesl.led or wice versi next autumn and visit Birjand, Khaf, Tabas, Turbat- Iti
i-Haidari, etc., and watch proceedings. Daﬁad;rs:
: We must recqg'nise.the paramount necessity of checking without loss of Tone who
time Russian activity in Khorasan, particularly with a view to prevent her Iog gy}
getting a foothold in any spot between Meshed and Seistan ; copious sources of 1y abyeyg

i
* Vide A journey from Quetta to Trebizond (by Colonel M, . Bell, V.C., A.-D.-C.), page XI of Preface.—B.C, Pmti

ama(
Hhe iy

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x00002d



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x00002d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897.' [21r] (46/131)

Ifommiasioll&d 29
A the p, 1 ¢
Pemln #® information have revealed to me that astounding progress has been made
tablig towards the realisation of this project.
ame,ci!?entcf Her influence with the present Shah is great; he has been a protégé of
lesg oca e“f_r& Russia for years at Tabriz while awaiting his succession to the throne; such
" coﬂ"t“pymg interest may bring about the desired result.
0 the ﬂPruglM Good services rendered by those who accompanied the Mission.—In con-
E1sigy clusion, it only remains for me to record the good services rendered by those
distyt who accompanied the Mission ; notwithstanding the great hardships entailed by
Stributig, o all ranks, the party stood the constant marching during a trying hot weather
 TOVergop ¢ ; well ; they cheerfully performed all duties deputed to them, overcoming all
.0ur pregey, obstacles with ever-smiling faces,
unyy, Assistan othecary Abas Ali was indefatigable throughout, not only in
thecﬂry t Apotl Abas Ali indefatigable throughout, not only i
the performance of his own professional duties which were very arduous (our
her Path fop tents were on all occasions besieged by sick from far and near), but other res-
~calle « post: ponsible and multifarious duties fell to his lot.
€16 i§ dangy On him fell the responsible task of looking after all the transport arrange-
i ments, distribution of supplies, ete., by no means a light duty. On two occa-
ism be sions he was absent from the main party on special and important duties, on
ilicy it{sm;,[:oa one occasion for ten days and again for a month, and on each occasion he

travelled long distances in great heat and under peculiarly difficult circums
. stances. To his tact and accurate carrying out of*orders I attribute the success
Rsidere] any. of both these duties.
Though comparatively a young man, his head is screwed on the right way.
Should a professional Native Assistant be hgreafter regu_lred in Seistan or other
remote part of the country, it would, I think, be difficult to find a better
qualified subordinate.

it employing T bring his good services prominently to the notice of Government and
tural surmise strongly recommend him for departmental promotion.
(horasan and 3 Khan Bahadur Surveyor Asgar Ali Beg, in addition to his survey work and
more 10rth mapping which speaks for itself, rendered much ¢ assistapce in extraneous
i duties. a’He is a painstaking, neat draftsman, was ass:dl}ous in the performanqe
t not be lost of his duties and for previous' good service received, while absent with me, his
ian infrigue well-earned Khan Bahadurship. :
oW such an Sher Ali, clerk, performed his duties creditably, many of which were of a
1r northern delicate nature, and worked hard throughout the journey. He lost mo oppor-
tunity of explaining the favours of the Government he has the honour to serve,
1sequences aud did much good amongst the clergy, Sardars and people of the country.
7 I%ad on T recommend him also as worthy of departmental promotion.

not speak too highly of the energy, zeal, and reliability of Quazi
Fakig S&a\?mad ;phe was sent ahead of the Mission to make all arrangements for

,cgelinhan';; transport and laying down of supplies across 'tl‘le Reglsta.n. - e
= The rapidity of my march threw an additional strain on his organisation,
e and the fact that the requirements of the party were fully met retlects great
Assstant credit on the manner in which he performed this arduous duty, adding to
ation w1}l the many good services he has previously rendered to Government. Q.,u.am
d there 1o Fakir Alm?ad accompanied Captain McMahon, C.L.E., on the Kabul Mission
; in 1893 and also accompanied the same officer on the Baluch-Afghan Boundary
od enhance of 1894 and 1895, His tact and influence with all natives, superadded to good
manners, enable me to recommend him with confidence for the fulfilment of
B ill P duti’es of a secret or political nature with which he may be er’ltrusted‘ For
sisart, iu'lsy many good services L think the honorary distinction of Khan Bahadur
. o ;v]ould be well bestowed on Quazi Fakir Ahmad. o i ’ :
i i to record my appreciation of the excellent services o
m Sefar 5 D ﬁ:}(‘lzalrssal\ﬁfg:g%nggtyA zim, Ghu]aza Iﬁ’yder Khan, and the men of the Sind
abes, Tl H?)rse who accompanied me as escort. They cheerfully gxnd ably performed.!:he
long marches and arduous duties t.hropghout, and wllel}‘lr} 1galmp ;leoneldq“-lll'lllg
thout Joss of mybabsence on four occasions maintained excellent discipline and soldierlike
! pher Seit, . .
g pwfl:?es o spmtJamadar Jhanda Khan, with sixteen Rustamzailevies who also accompanied
s the Mission, rendered very valuable assistance to Government.
ofmfm'—ka
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No day or night was too long for Jhanda Khan and his men to perforng
the Sirkar’s work; I found Jhanda Khan’s influence and service amongst the
several Baluch tribes we came across both within.and beyond British territory
of the greatest service.

Purchase of camels for Indian Transport.—Having heard that the
Secretary of State for India had sanctioned the present Indian Camel Transport
being raised to 8,250 animals, of which there were 800 with the Punjab Army

and 100 left over from those purchased for the Chitral Campaign, leaving il b
2,350 to be purchased, Isent in a proposal to the head of the Department e: eyl
concerned requesting permission to be allowed to purchase some camels.* ﬂ“"“ﬂ;‘myu
I cannot help stating it seems to me a great pity, not to say loss to Gov- iimpoﬂ,nwf
ernment, that this recommendation did not receive attention, for as pointed out, ;ereJW ﬂt".hﬂl
a double purpose and considerable saving would have resnlted. ot el
An unavoidable and by no means a small expenditure had to be made for The sﬁ{xﬁ
payment of camel hire for laying down all the grain purchased for A!iﬂ.*“; fatht
Robat Thana, as well as the supply for the return of the Mission. prein ¢ thet
. . g
Had permission been granted for the purchase of a couple of hundred Tpe,l:;]lyt
can:}els, all this would have been saved ; these camels would have conveyed the ;,fbordff-
grain during the month of August to Robat, and thence onwards to Quetta Afgm by 8
with the Mission : no additional outlay would have resulted beyond the initial - " ofiial
purchase, as I had sufficient spare men to drive and graze them, they could pad 00
then have joined the Indian Camel Transport. R::thisdocwr
. This plan seemed to me a more practical and feasible one in comparison g b
with the proposal that was on foot of having a trial shipment of the light Beisrept
framed smaller Somali camel from Somaliland, where considerable risk of ship- ot of 08¢
ment and carriage by sea has to be taken into account. uwﬁ“’m
The expenditure of a few thousand rupees in the purchase of these camels ] mdl;"p:hs |
amongst the mnomad tribes on our newly-acquired frontier would also hav it
beneficial effect. . e | 'hwflmy,ty
I purchased several superior darbardari camels, also fast trotting camels, | 4 1’553?:‘12;
to replace those that had died on the journey, at very reasonable prices. },,\,lﬂ,\cetc., ot
The following Appendices are attached to this report :— sk e
A. Copies of diary and letters from the Officer in ch: issi X T doi
Pto OctobeiylSW. ers from the cer in charge of the Mission from 23rd May S anﬁ fhey
B. Translation and copies of important letters affecting the Missi i per
myself and the Deputy Spartip, ete., ete. Tt o el DR D e | ol o if ok
C. Genealogical Tables of the Seistan, Kayani, Sarbandi, and Naroi tribes, J ‘0“13’“9‘
, PRSI p J sition amongst
D. List of Taoki tribe in Seistan. o bare !;PI
E. Average te?erature of each camp and aneroid readings for each month, e undou
F, Aneroid readings showing the approximate elevation of each camp, spring, pass, and Body oo pate
other place of special interest during the journey, g ol dealof th
G. List of wells and springs to the South of the Seistan-H
hills on the west between Palang Koh and Malaiﬂ Si;llfolgghfud il hiiﬂfﬂ:z?::
H. Index list of all villages in each Nawar of Seistan. B fhe P
ih Meteoro]og}cnl observat%ons in Baluchistan on the outward and return journey. el be s
J. Meteorological observations in Seistan, This man
K. Meteorological observations of Neh and Birjand distriets. ey
L. Maps and sketches. e e o
Wl:;!é, be et
¢ Wamgeg|
G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH, Surgeon-Major, 4.11.8., Mina
Officer in charge, Seistan Mission. ;\,:fﬁi“d's"”
5 A Ty
* Vide Appendix B, letter No, 6, dated 3rd August 1697, paragraph 11,—B.C, Qg'ﬁ)eﬂnd‘i
2Pelsixn 0‘0(:11'
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Camel.T,amp?é APPENDIX A.
¢ Puyjy A
npalgn’ ]e ) No. 2 (Secret), dated Nasratabad, Seistan, the 28rd May 1897.
he D Ay From—SURGEON-MAJOR G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH, A.M.S.,

[ 0
[ %mellf‘n ey To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department.

I arrived here at the capital on 14th instant, and was duly received in the usual Persian
as i manner, everything being arranged for our supplies, comfort, etc.
polntedom’ _Having, as stated in former letter, visited several larger towns and obtained information
of importance which guided my line of conduct on arrival at the capital, I timed wy entry
to bhe g here, so as to have all interchange of visits with Persian officials over before the entry of
¢ fy Russian Medical Officer.
s The Sartip here is but a boy and puppet in the hands of others, He is the only son of
Ali Akbar Khan of Tabas, who is Governor of Tabas and Seistan. The son and mother act
P]e of hﬂﬂdred here in the father’s interest.
Econveyed the The mother is asister of “ Sayed Khan,” Chief of Naori Baluch (a large clan), and Sayed
Quet Khan is really the head official, a man of considerable influence and property along the Persian-
ond the j -i.[a Afghan border.
0, the P, ’ The day after Lieutenant Webb-Ware’s departure from here, Abdul Rahim Khan—a
T could medical official of His Highness the Shah, and trained in Paris Medical Schools—arrived at
Nasirabad from Tehran, stayed a few days and returned. At first it was arranged at Tohran,
in Comparisgy that this doctor 51}0“1}1 accompany the Russian Medical Officer from Meshed, but the latter not
of the likt reaching Meshed in time, the former came on alone.
o risk Ofshgi He is reported to have been very pompous here and to have bullied the authorities, and the
i purport of one of his interviews with the Sartip was— Why the Sartip permitted English
officers to cross the frontier.” On one occasion he got angry with a servant of the Sartip,
‘these camels and is reported to have thrashed him severely.
|d also haves For the past two years since Napier’s visit, the Russians have been very busy here, and
their activity through local agents is very surprising as will be seen from the following.
ttine ) This activity too is not limited, as far as I am able to ascertain, to Seistan, but extends
(EEAGE all along the line of communication to Meshed, as news-writers are established at Neh, Birjand,
tices, Tabas, ete., etc., besides which, several traders are in their secret service and push their trade
at each place.
The closing of all routes, the Sartip and his officials state, directly emanated from the
 2rd Moy Shah, and they have simply to obey the orders imposed on them. As far as they are con-
cerned, they appear to regret that all routes are closed as it stops their traffie, and surplus grain
1ssed between will rot, if not exported into Baluchistan, where a considerable amount goes.

Only a few officials know or care anything of plague, but it is a general topic of conver-
sation amongst all lower classes both here and further east and west that it is the Russians
who have stopped the trade routes, and we are asked —“ Why the Euglish Sarkar permits it.”

We undoubtedly hold a high place in the esteem of all, both Persian and Baluch, and this
is only too patent now even with the presence of the northern party and the expenditure of a

pass, and good deal of their money.

Muhammad Akram Khan, a Parsiban merchant here now, is in Russian secret service and

he mange of has a shop in the bazar ; he pushes trade in Russian goods of all sorts.

For the past six years he was emploved in Russian secret service at _Kandahar, but being
suspected he escaped, visited Meshed and has since Leen established here in a similar capacity.

Phis man accompanied Lieutenant Webb-Ware from here to Robat, assisting him in the
purchase of supplies and procuring camels ; stayed seven days at Robat awaiting my arrival to
serve me !!l also, and help me in the country. Finding 1 had not come, and being due else-
where, he returned and proceeded with Muhammad Rakim Khan to meet the Russian officer
and arrange all for his journey across the desert from Neh,

Mirza Muhammad Rahim Khan, otherwise known as “Khan Meshedi,” a rgsident of
Nasirabad, has for the past 1} years been ovenly and without any seerecy a news-writer here,
S and being supplied with Russian money unstintedly, bas built a fine large and pretentious house
gy which has undoubtedly been constructed with some ulterior purpose than that which it is sup-
Uission posed to be. The architecture and surroundings have been designed with a view to other than
6= a Persian occupation, and the Raussian Medical Officer now is cosily established there, much to
BC. the envy of his confrére and party who shelter under canvas. )
‘ These two men above noted are now the right hand parties of the Russian officer, and they
manage all household and transport arrangements.

The Russian officer with escort of eight Cossacks arrived on the morning of 18th May,
and he appears to have come to stay for an indefinite period.

(roey.
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32 ']‘hel“?is &
1
Lk s 1 e 28"
7 id visi Langed opinions on the probable advance of plague. Politics /A
W i ﬁnav: f:;gt‘il;?\l::'i a?lfozﬁzlheghas on more than one occasion b.een very careful to tell.‘ “de':’g
g?ﬁ:ﬁoe:ﬁot seek to ql’lestioub me for that purpose, but for his own information when matters cguuﬂid“" ]
5 O e
outside our professional jurisdiction crop up. : t
That intrigue is rampant there can be no question ; even the very walls have ears and you e g
dare not trust any one. i Pu
The Russian Medical Officer now awaits further or.d(}alrs from ‘Meshed,(1 and I hear from a o geti‘“.m
reliable and secret source that he 12 very dfs"""lls eit l"" to visit or send some of his men to Thepe‘zll‘
s isfactory for plague 0
Robat to see if arrangements are satisiactory ot | ; o et
0! i e ;will prevent, and must act in the matter without any orders to the : itb P
contrary,'land, if he,persis('s, it will be under protest, |
My arrangements between here and Robat are complete, as I have only my own sowars - |
on the line and trast no one. . ; ‘
1f the line is open and secure beyond question from Robat to C).uettal,1 1I§£vould be well, and |
if not, no time should be lost in placing reliable men—sowars or such like—along the line. | 8
Two emissaries from here have gone on vid Robat to Quetta, particulars of which have been \ Ih“:d )
given in ;xtenw to the Agent to the Governor-General, Quetta. Y daf
It is very important that we should guard our frontier posts at Robat and Amirchah as
jealously as do the Russians now between Ashkabad and Kuchan, and a strong erafty native ‘
trained in Baluchistan Agency work should be posted there, ) L0n %
Tt seems very desirable to me to make arrangements to place another man in here and to sudeed
quietly have a residence built now for such tixln one wt]:ﬂe Iam iilere and can larranggtfor the et
that if leave the country later on ere can be a man here 1n a similar position to I
;g:;z’i;? A;eu‘t t‘xerepresent British interests. ’ s ﬁommulmm
Should such a proposal be entertaine'd, please let me Aknow e_ar}y as it will be necessary to 2,{3 Bu'm
seek some protection for men and horses in a very short time as it is now hot. Wuﬂ;l ul
My northern communication with Colonel Yate is dangerous, gnd I dare not trust com- infuen .
munications. Russian troops are reported to be on the Afghan frontier north near Turbatei. fobis 0 |
Sheikh Jam and at Arigh and Birjand. ‘ 5 00 91
The Russian Medical Officer states it has been reported that plague has got into Kabul ebkula.
and Kandahar. He also informed me thata Russian officer has been posted to Kerman, Shiraz, The same
and Bandar Abbas, as also Bombay, all of which of course is new to me, as I have had no onthglong th
communication since I left Quetta, gt onthe ba
The Amir is reported to be ill, and Russian activity may possibly have fermented in con- aﬁecbeqﬂ‘“d"
sequence, fearing any trouble in succession to the throne in case of his death, {9 Banjar by
Russian influence at Tehran seems now to have a strong foothold under new Shah. 4, 1 eros
Russian Medical Officer is now collecting camels and preparing to make round of Seistan ““"”f;mde
under charge of the two men noted, and states he has orders to place cordons wherever he P*‘*MT;O"g
thinks desirable. 5, The bi
Our spheres of influence ought to be distinctly marked out. I purpose claiming all right {heiver ook
P 1) 5 o 5 e =3 M
of protecting line from Robat, right up to bere, é.c., southern line bordering on our frontier, avestof Mi
and so, if possible, prevent his crossing intervening toe of land between Hurmak and Sehkoh. 6, Losts
1t is also reported that Ali Akbar Khan will lose, or has lost, the Governorship of Seistan impartance, ¢
consequent on the murder of Darwesh Khan, and his brother the Governor of Birjand, who is urin
1 : ! Jand, 1D
a Russophobe, is working against him, hence the summoning of sowars from here to Tabas, trury fo order
If this be so, trouble is apprehended and Sayed Khan (brother of Sartip’s mother) has by the Britst
claimed our protection, have reason b
He was not permitted to visit me, but did so secretly and expressed a hope that, as we Ahnistan
were his nearest neighbour next to Afghanistan, we would protect his rights. nd Bam will
One of : the Russian Medical Officer’s men the other day when left alone for a few 8, At Ki
moments, seized the,oppo.rtunity of asking one of my guides whom he knew when here with aeliras the |
Lieutenant Webb-Ware, if “ Jdo >’ had succeeded in getting water in the wellhe was digging paty of 25
near Amirchah. This will go to show the interest being taken in our frontier. enof 6th )
We have one great advantage in being in a position to treat a!l sick who come from far ﬁf{wemaﬂ
and near on camels, horses, donkeys, ete., whereas the Russian Medical Officer has no medicines lity,
or appliances, and sends them to me saying he did not come here prepared to treat sick. 9, These
Morning and evening the camp is surrounded with sick, and while he dispenses money mdm.le.'
am‘i_recelves visitors all night gn.d compiles revenue and other statistics, we have the same g:fﬂhwsxted
parties here under treatment giving full particulars of what is taking place. nft.m g0
As stated in my previous report on Eastern Persia, medicine and treatment of their sick tl‘lle l:,mfem
appeal more than anything that could be done with the people of the country. mdyth::d y
Y wen

4 The Russian Medica'l Officer }.las visited the head Mulla here also, and thisis a practice 10,
:h:p[t{e;i up north ; Il'amdut] p%ss'esslzn of hi’i representations in that quarter to the effect that expmfngn'
> Russians are inclined to bring troops here and mak ter e i iti il
British Government occupation of Robz?t. R AR, dena i SERREE L o
11, 0q¢
gt
i g
8,
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:Plague_ . 33
ty' (‘Il'efnl t:htles,
lon whenmatt"/ ° There is strong grounds for supposition that should anything occur, or plague appear
iy anywhere near, that cordons of troops will filter in here and elsewhere,
hayy €ars gy The idea hitherto very erroneously believed that British troops could not occupy the
0 gy country during the summer is quite a mistake,
0 [ It is not at all so hot here now, and we are not by any means suffering, though under
Ome of hirx fmmn canvas. %
Ty _ Punkas quite unnecessary up to date. Nights very cool, days warm and very dry ; later
0 oy on it gets warmer, but only for two months I fancy.
bt __ The pestilential horsefly is also a myth up to date; all our horses are fit and doing well
Iy uy op with proper food, which was very scant en 7oute, even though they are picketted out.
U $opy
voulq be WE]], ul No. 3 (Secret), dated Camp Nasratabad, Seistan, the 7th June 1897,
‘;‘,a]““gthe]in& From—SURGEON-MaJor G. W. BrAzIER-CREAGH, A.M.S., on Special Duty, Seistan,
C0 hay ™ To—"The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department.

farie I have the honour to submit herewith a summary of events, in continuation of my letter
a0 Aniphyp No. 2, dated 28rd May 1897.
18 oty

S i Dated the 7th June 1897.
010 herg gy, ;

In arrange fy 1. On 26th May, it was reported that Sardar Muhammad Sharif Khan, of Farrah, had
milar positon ¢ been murdered by His Highness the Amir. A week ago his corpse reached Farrah for burial.
About a month ago the corpse of Sardar Maula Dad Khan, Governor of Farrah, had also arrived
from Kabul.

i b”emwyto 2. Rumour states both men have been poisoned under the Amir’s orders for mistakes in
‘ accounts. These two murders have caused great sensation on the frontier, as the Sardars were
e ot rost . influential and much respected, and people say now His Highness the Amir is not a friend even
1 near Turbgi to his own sect—Sunni—to which these men also belonged.
3. On 27th May, the Russian Medical Officer left here for a tour round south-east vid
8 got into Kabil Sehkuha.
Kerman, Shira, The same morning on hearing this I went on tour due east to the Helmand, and worked
as I bave bud o south along the line he had come. His visit was a hurried one, and he turned up at the same
spot on the bank of the Helmand where I was in camp, early on the morning of 30th, He
rmented in cor' affected much surprise at our meeting. The Medical Officer would not halt, but proceeded on
to Banjar by which I had come.
w Shah, 4. T crossed the Helmand and visited all the frontier towns—Milak being importan!ﬁ as
i centre of trade route from Bokhara vid Herat, Sabzwar, Farrab, and Seistan. A kafila had just
nundhof sm;n passed through to Sehkuha before my arrival a few days.
18 wherever ne

5. The bed of the Helmand has for the last two years altogether changed. Formerly
the river took a bend 2 miles south of Milak and flowed north by east. It now flows straight

uing all right est of Miluk, cutting off several villages, and the old bed contains but little water.

on w

our frontier, % ; iver which i in high flood. Visiting other towns of
6. Lost a horse crossing the river which is now in hig g
wd Sehlfob. importance, seat of merchants aud trade. I returned to Nasratabad on 4th June 1897.
ip of Seistan 7. During this visit all the merchants and officials came to salaam to me, and some con=
wd, who is trary to order came secretly at night. I pointed out to all parties concerned the steps taken
to Tabas, “tish Government now to open up routes, which gave general satisfaction to all, and 1
by the British Gover: pen up $
mother) bas have reason to anticipate that a lot of the trade that has hitherto passed along from Northern

Afghanistan vid previously noted routes through Seistan on to Bandar Abbas vid Nasratabad
and Bam will next cold weather find its way to Quetta. )
8. At Killa Nao, I found a Baluch kafila from Jalk, which had been with Farrah traders

rryi in b so found here some of a
the Helmand ford, and were now carrying graln back. Also d here 0
ap;:: : isf 2; Hazaras who bad arrived eight days back from Quetta, two being time-expired

that, 88 We

one for a fov

ben here wlllh -h Reoiment, Inspected them and placed them under.quarz_mtine rest_rictions.
3 ws digeis %[?:yo‘fv:gtgllfifﬂ:;d to be fit and hsrjrdy after 40 days’ tramp and no sign either of disease or
debility. ; ;
ome fron b g ave the parties anent whom the Russian Medical Officer threatened local officials
hc;s ‘o medicinés and Ii.oglz,eseAlarge aZsemny of all parties concerned headed by Kad Kuda and sqn’;e lsfmer-
reat sicks chants visited me, to whom I pointed out that our interests were purelly cct),l:xmex:cl? a: ar a‘s
; o] Seistan was concerned, and that the Indian Government would see that those interests were
dispen an ¢ interfered with, The routes had been closed, but T had every reason for stating that
» have the Eﬁeylgvould again be opened in a short time, etc., ete. : this put a different aspect on affairs,

d they were much pleased and satisfied on all heads, ; :
b l(lyOn return I communicated with the Sartip and head Mulla, who were unanimous in

zntofﬁ!eilﬁ& fo i
ressing satisfaction st what had done, even in face of opposition from Naib-ul-Hukmat,

exp!

s 8 is in all things a staunch ally of Russia.
e : o M J i i found considerable excitement prevailing
ot 4th June immediately on our return, we found ¢ g
“;;:::iﬁon uk amonlg?s't. ?h% people of Nasratabad, and the following report corroborated by Mulla Muham:
9

mad Rahim was made to me.
1068 F. D. L
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34

; . -wri by the Russi

t May, the Russian mews-writer was Ol‘de]'.‘ed y ussian
At ng"M:,.ﬁ;‘fht)Si; womi;L News-writer being unable at the time to procure same,
officer to bring ¥ male servant. The girl was accordingly sent with some

& d his own fe : )
ﬂl’l?d: a;lsa?ielz:rl?ttl?esﬁﬁuse; when she reached there, the Russian officer, Who was walking
;ul}cll:‘es compound, caught her and was oing to drag her upstairs, but the girl shrieked loudly,

and neighbouring peopled being alzi-lmed, lseveml men jumped over the wall and saw the officer
—in flagrante delicto—dragging the girl. ; )

m"{‘lhi Russian news-writer was taken before the Mujtahid (head Mulla), who having heard
his statements said he was of course found to be gmlty.'. . .

He was thereupon severely beaten and told that, if tthR:ma“ ,oﬁqcﬁf did n;)(f leave the
country in 44 hours, the people of the country would be told to punish him according to the
« Shariat,” Muhammadan laws.

12. Tt is further reported that the following
head Mulla to let him stay four days more. : . 5

18. Also reported that officer had sent Russian news'wr)telr ';o] ‘tbe Sartip complaining
against order of Maulla, and stating that he had put up an 91}t11:e y false case,

The Sartip’s reply was to the effect that the case lay within the powers of the Mulla, who
was absolute authority in the matter and he could not interfere. .

14. This affair has caused great indignatiop 'amongst .the peop!e, apd the ppes@s are
horrified at the action and outrage of their ?ellglous teachings by violation of this girl .hy
European officer. Both the Mullas and the Sartip, as also otherg, have cOm.pared the strict
observance to all orders by men of my party who were left here in camp @urmg my tour, and
obeyed to the letter all” injunctions laid do_wn during my absence—neither to visit bazaar,
accept invitations, nor in any way interfere with people. ;

15. The Sartip and his mother even sent next day to tell the Enclish officer he could
have all supplies and whatever fruit, vegetables, ete., be v.vanted free fxo'm the gafdeft (GOverP.
ment). Coincident with the waning of Russian prestige ours has arisen, and this case will
have a lasting influence amongst inhabitants all over the country. )

16. Tt is reported that the Zil-es-Sultan has been ordered by His Imperial Majesty the
Shah tc attack the Afghan frontier, and thus reprmqaud the Amir fo.r.murders of Hazaras.
Report says the Russians have promised to ally Persia on the condition that Herat and
Kandahar would be annexed with Russian boundary afterwards.

17. The presence of Russian tents at Twisk south of Farrah, as also at several places
from Turuk to Koh-i-Kawar near Bunurud, is reported.

18. They are stated to be placed there as quarantine in connection with plague ; have
sent a man to prove veracity of report.

19. All classes of Baluch are staunch allies of the British and inwardly hate and despise
Persians and never give Russia a thought. They even now fondly believe we in a measure
own this part of the Shah’s country; they are invariably to be trusted and relied on, will
carry out any duty imposed on them, even under the greatest risk. I bavein my camel train
the “relations of Darwesh Ali Khan, who was murdered at Tabas and who first gave me a
history of the murder ; these men have been invaluable to me since I employed them,

20. Sartip Ali Akbar Khan, Governor of Tabas and Seistan, is reported to have lost the
Governorship of Tabas, and likely to lose Seistan also, consequent on murder of Darwesh Khan,
1f this be true, trouble is predicted in Seistan.

21. No communication since arrival has, up to date, reached me from Meshed, though
1 wrote two test letters to see if they would reach Colonel Yate. I dare not trust any ecom-
munications, as post is all tampered with. Unless I do hear soon, I shall have to proceed
myself to Meshed when coast is clear and Russian officer gone. Am now running short of
money.

22, Some 20 Hazaras came to me to petition British Government to influence Amir of
Afghanistan to bave some of their people released, who are imprisoned and detained in Kabul ;
these escaped last year.

day the officer had submissively requested the

Dated the 8th June 1897.

23. Russian dék from Birjand has mysteriously disappeared for five days when it was
due. Russian messenger, who just returned from Birjand, bas told us it left there six days
ago, and even dik rumner is mot to be found. Great anxiety in Russian camp in conse-
quence,

24, Loc_usts, a terrible pest in here now, seen in clouds over fields and plain ; they
regularly strip the trees in gardens quite bare, and bad it not been that crops are harvested,
would do serious destruction.

25. Russian officer and party marched out this evening at 6-30 r.3r., destination Birjand,
where he will remain for present awaiting orders.

(8d.) G, W. BRAZIER-CREAGH,
Zhe 8th June 1897, Surgeon-Major,
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24
N/
o |
e toy ptrhe H"n'un 35
ugly Bennwu'm |
-,‘ Who wa:lth SO'D!A . No. 1257-C., dated Ziarat, the 13th July 1897,
nr ghn‘ekedwlﬂlkmg From—H. 8. BARNES, Esq., C.8.I., Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan,
ang sy ﬂle?ﬁ?]v‘ To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department,
\ 1 have the honour to submit, for the information of the G i
] # 2 ¢ ! overnment of India, a copy of
), who h"i"gba,d a Diary received from Surgeon-Major Brazier-Creagh, dated Nasratabad, the 6th Tune 15'91_
ity
lmd;dcc :::it ]m”he Dated Nasratabad, the 6th June 1897,
0 fo 1. Russian officer here yet, went on tour towards south last week, visiting towns near
m]y ¢ Sehkuha and along east, returning in my tracks,
Qlestd g, 2. Preached stoppage of routes consequent on plague and frightened people much by
o threatening them for baving permitted a kafila to pass.
i Tp %mphining 3. Have interviewed him on this head, as it is outside his sphere of influence,
4. His actions do little, if any, harm, and any influence his presence I b
1 of the Mul, Hy : to have, is of very little con’sequenée, and: by several actions comlx)nittedc, t]lf:e lr{nl?sy;iazs;fgﬁéi
and influence are fast waning.
:::31 ﬂ;s p.rit‘?“f! 5. Rumour states he leaves here to-morrow for Birjand where he will remain,
of thi gy 6. The presence of Russian tents at Farrah and north of it is reported, but as yet I have
I’:,ﬂ”ed the st not corroborated the veracity of report.
eri]m,f'.lour, | T 155 ig reported that Ali. Ak!\bar Khan, Governor of Tabas and Seistan, has lost the
Visit bum‘ Go\'epnnrsh)p .of Tabas for being lnst‘rume.ntal in the murder of Darwesh Ali Khan near there.
If this be so, it will cause much trouble in here amongst the Baluch and Kaini sections,
b offeer b ol former are much adverse to the present state of affairs.
:ysrgj{, (G, 8. Russsi'fut news-writer circulating all sorts of wild rumours azent advance of British
U Thls cagg troops into Seistan.
9. Body of some 20 Hazaras petitioned me to move to have some of their people released
erial Majesty th fro'i‘n 1Ka.lm] who are imprisoned there, as Sartip here will not permit them to represent things
ers of Hazarss at Tebran.
that Herat gud 10. The phief of.I\'Taroi h'ibe.ha,ving been forced to go to Tabas with 70 men, before
departure, claimed British protection in case any difficulty should hereafter arise.
at seversl pluos 11. Rumours are afloat that Persian troops under Zil-es-Sultan are ordered to attack
Afghan outpost on frontier to cause reprisals consequent on Hazara murders at Kabul,
th plague; bare Wi 12. slllxssians irg;egorted to be at the bottom of all this, and have general influence at
ehran with present Shah,
ate and despis 13, Communications with Meshed still cut off,
18 in & measure 14. The importance of adopting suggestion as to supplies being placed at thanas along
relied on, will route is important., Kafilas recently arrived ran short of flour en route. All along the routes
¥ camel train in Persia at each caravansarai supplies in small quantities can always be purchased from the
& ) caravansarai-bashi or man in charge. Along our little inhabited desert tracks absolutely no
st gave me % . Y
om, supplies can be got. One kafila just arrived, reports loss of a man near Amir Chah having
ivollogt the run out of provisions and water.
wesh Khan,
7th June 1897,

Russian dik from Meshed has disappeared for past five days, no clue yet got, and the
bed, though dak-runner is not to be found, great anxiety in Russian officer’s camp in consequence. Hope
usf any com> Colonel Yate has not written to me by it. Have not heard from him since I came in here,
LAY P“m“‘ though I have sent two letters saying I would like to communicate, if he sent reliable man to
ing short of J ch
ng 8l me.

o ~ Locusts, a terrible pest in here, seen in clouds over corn-fields and in gardens; they strip
ence Apir 0 ; regularly bare the fruit and willow trees.
ed in Kabul; ¢ Lost a camel on 29th from eating some poisonous plant, and next day lost a horse cross-
ing the Helmand river.
8th June 1897.
. Russian officer left Seistan for Birjand this evening at 6-30 ..
g when if w¢
fhere s d'!: (Sd) G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH,
camp ib &% Surgeon-Major, 4.M.8.
nd P]nin; they No. 4, dated Seistan, Killa-i-Nao Camp, the 30th June 1897.
g are ard From—SURGEON-MAJoR G. W. BraziEr-CrEAGH, A.M.S,,
To—The Secretary to the Government of Indin, Foreign Department.
. il . 5
jpation Birsh In continuation of previous communication No. 3, dated 7th June 1897, I have the
honour to report further progress and doings of the Mission :—
o, 1. On 7th June some 25 Hazaras arrived from Quetta at Sebkuba and appealed to me tc
CREAYS i help them to proceed onwards to Meshed on their pilgrimage,
s B
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9. be s

2. On 8th instant I inspected seven of the party, the others bad dispersed into the @@ 'g’:{si“n;‘i;
rrounding villages. s
£ 3 Thi party had been 40 days on the road, had tramped all the way, and were all fit i n Al
nd free from any ailments. 1 3 athy ¥
; 4, This was the party the Russian officer had caused the trouble about during his visit ;‘;E{;"}Kh’!
4o Sehkuha mentioned in last letter. : ¢ et ot
5. Reported to authorities my inspection, mentioning to the Mulla that they might be g5, T
permit.ted %o proceed ; objections on part of officials raised, but the head Mulla supported my o
representations, and told Sartip and others what 1 maintained was quite ev!dent, viz., that any “’m o
on}; who had gone through 40 days’ severe trials and hardsh)gs in this weather, walking i to e 81
all the way from Quetta, bad been practically 40 days in quarantine and could not communi- | P;S:vilhm
cate disease. ) ; X L 9. Bt
6. The men I learn were permitted to proceed after a few days’ detention, " e

7. Another kafila from Quetta (Baluchis) and also one from Jalk arrived at Killa-i-Nao | .8

who were also inspected and found fit ; these were not interfered with, the Russian officer hdl:ﬁﬂ
having left the country. muietire i
8. The Russian officer’s dak has not yet been recovered, nor has there been any trace of | s?mﬂ‘i“
the dik runner. ! i { . 5.0
9. The officer, I learn, is to remain at Birjand for an indefinite period. e
10. The Russian tents reported as being seen near Fa.n:ah have turned out to be those e e 3
of Afghan troops recently arrived, some as increase to the garrison, and the others for purpose o It
of conveying the families of Syed prisoners to Kabul. hmv}eu
11. Some 25 Hazara Syeds of the same party, who had escaped into Seistan, appealed to WLDW. W
me to move the British Government in their behalf, as their fellow-men and relations were now ;ril‘rJiW“:
being slain by His Highness the Amir—the servant of the British Government—and others ’ Althe Chie
were being kept in prison in Afghan territory. to LT
12. On the 13th instant, consequent on the extreme heat affecting both men and horses ; D5 In,
and a paucity of grazing, 1 split up my party putting the escort in cawp at Killa-i-Nao ul D 2
where there were ample supplies to be had and good grazing, and moreover, all inhabitants cnsele!
being Baluch, most friendly disposed and ready to bring all supplies. i '31. T
18. Accompanied by the remainder of the party, I proceeded due north from the h‘mgbw
capital, moving along the bank of the Hamun where ample grazing was free to all comers. ‘ afn
14. This enabled me to mix freely with nomad encampments from all parts, treat their 32,‘ n
sick, and cement friendly relations with them, and at the same time to visit all the villages on athority {1

the outer circle, as I had, while encamped at Nasratabad, compiled statistics of all villages | fomove slo

and towns within a radius of 10 to 15 miles of the capital. ‘ 3,1t
15. Arriving at Guzbar to the north-east, I left my camp by the bank of the river, and in Qen?s{l[ll
with a few attendants I crossed both arms of the Helmand, aud, proceeding on foot for three stil quite
marches, visited the towns on the Perso-Afghan frontier, and ascertaining that there was no : o gnzing,
truth in the report made by the Russian officer to the Seistan authorities that plague had | %1
appeared at Kandabar, Farrah, Chakansur, ete. ) o,
)
16, We were well treated by Sardar “Khan Jahan? and the “widow” of ¢ Sardar %1
Mubammad Sharif,” two influential and more or less independent parties (Baluch) on the ardens ;m
frontier, i
: y . : Tmoring, a
17. They supplied us not only with horses and guides, but daily sent cooked mimanie for aer: the
the entire party. nspresents'
18. Both these Sardars were well known to Sir R, Sandeman and Lad been on the 3,1
Goldsmidt Boundary Commission, and are most loyally disposed to British influence. : Balnehi. bs
19. 1t was a pleasing trip amongst hospitable friendly people in comparison to the sour pl!tya;m
fac‘est and unfriendly feeling of m;my o{]the Parsiban towns we had passed through, and every |
assistance was glven us to complete the statistics of these parts rich t i er I
had previously visited. g iy i AR ;RTP 7
’ . = i
20. We reached camp here on 29th instant finding all well, and much improved in tone .
and health, the climate being much more salubrious than the bare plain at Nasratabad. 1 Bey'ox
21. These tours, which alone keep ~the party fit in this country and ‘heat, enable me now o uothing
| to complete a detailed account of all available supplies, ete., every head of cattle, sheep, horse,
donkey, ete., and to supplement and verify by personal observation each detail which had also
been otherwise compiled while halting,
22. In addition we were able to treat a large number of sick, o i i
: re 4 k, get h useful inf tion
fx_'ozq patients and others, visit the chief Sardnrsbof all Baluch tr,ibtés I::g t‘;;s:s: flrI:)xgr:?tl‘Jin
Ghain who graze here at this period of the year, and thus cement friendly relations with
desirable parties, explain the trade facilities now opened up, and above all show ourselves to the | Ineoy
people, 'speuk our p(»lm?s openly, and defend ourselyes from the ealumnies and misrepresenta- f‘lltheinf
tious of the northern rival and the Persian officials who, without any doubt to our i l
iwterests spreading in the country, and who, through the Governor gf Birj:;n?iriza(rﬁsi t(;n?nd &
in of the young Sartip here, are working dead agaiust us in every possible way. ° | “‘llryis:
3 bty R

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000035



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000035?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S
[Army Medical Services] 1897.' [25r] (54/131)

N

(

(V2%

disperéed iﬂﬁ) the 37 .

3. The Governor of Birjand being in the Amir’s i i
) J ngi pay and the ga i
him, he has much to do with affairs in here and many questiofs r;feonre?ee;:legd Topri:;if Po’;
Ry dgels]on 5 in fact, every one is working with the elder brother at Birjand, who is at enmit
Wing [ W with  Ali Akbar Kban,” the Governor of Tabas and Seistan, : s

. to bring about his overthrow,
4. Ali Akbar Khan was well spoken of by Lieutenant Napier in his tour here and his

ab they . sympathy with the British Government, wh i
| ] v the contrar thy s i 1

. y g | g o 5 ment, whereas ) y 1s the case with his brother
8 smai an. e is the Russian main prop, and he and h i X ard i :
dent, vig, interest of their employers, R i ety Sork hard i the
X : Ty
25. The Ru?smg news-writer is a great thorn in our side,

rumours to our disadvantage, which, however, all come back to our ears, and W
L | ve are thus able
to act on the defensive, In fact, the officials here, or rather Birjand’, are a bit tired of our

on, presence and stay; as it was thought the withdrawal of the Russi
hi the withdrawal of the British officer and party also. Bl oo o Dlowsd by
3t Kilayy, ;

th

l{
s and dly

and sets afloat all sorts of wild

: 26. But our presence and the fact that we are ver 3

i 6 acceptable and mad, h

Rusgiyy offey all Baluch Sardars and Arab officials does not meet with Ea).rvour ig the eye oEntll:e ePal.fsl;ﬁano.t &

27. Some obstacles about supplies, ete., have b i i

| . pplies, ete., have been put in our way, but we have without

VBED amy g much difficulty surmounted all, and have many staunch friends and sup{)’orters in the country ;
to retire in the face of Parsiban wishes would be very weak, Our stay in face of official

dissent is a source of much astonishment and will bear good fruit throughout the country.

dout bethe 28. Up to date we have had no communication from the Agent to the Governor-Genersl

thers Meshed, and doubtless my two ““ test-letters  have not reached bim, and if li ;
F pupg have met a similar fate to the Russian dak, S akpies m‘ay
imnyﬂppénludm 29. It was reported throughout the country yesterday that Barki Dad, Pishin trader,

whom we met on return from here, had been plundered by Damini Baluch, and that Lieuten-
ant W. Ware having heard of it had sent men in pursuit who caught the culprits near
Mir Jawa, receiving back the stolen property and handing over for disposal the prisoners
to the Chief.

ations wepg py
leDtwand ofhey

me}';"d .ho{'*i 30. The Mujtabid (head priest) reccived a letter on 15th instant, reporting that Asaf-

at .IHa-g-J\zw ud-Daula, Goveruor of Khorasan, had lost his Governorship, having been dismissed in
; B P g

all inhabitants consequence of misappropriation of moneys belongiug to the shrine.

31, The newly appointed Governor Rukn-ud-Daula bhas not yet arrived from Meshed
torth from the having been specially deputed by His Majesty the Shah to deal with the Tabas murder
all comers, affair,
ts, treat their 32, The head Mulla of Banjar secretly reported to me that he has it on most reliable
the villages o authority that t:he Shah is all and all with the Russians, and that Russian troops have leave
of all villages to move slowly into the country, so as not to create suspicion amongst the Powers,

33, It is with satisfaction I have to report that notwithstanding intense heat by day—
the river, and in tents 105°, in open 108°, ground radiation varying from 110°—124°—the entire party are
foot for it still quite bealthy and going strong. The horses and camels, too, have pulled up wonderfully
there Was 10 on grazing, after severe trials and rapid march over intervening deserts.
plague bad 34. This healthy state is, I attribute, due to leading an open air life. with suitable occu-

pation, and is a safeguard against disease, the outcome of apathy and ennui.
of “Sardar 85, Two Kad Kudas of the neighbouring villages, who amongst others have received strict
ch) on the orders mot to supply anything to the British officer and his party, have come into camp {hxs
morning, as also four Baluch merchants. The former say they do not mind the Sartip’s
R order: they will bring me at night any supplies I may require, and have even now brought
fimauie 10t us presents of grapes and melons,

! 36, The latter are willing to supply us at any time when we require it, and two Chiefs,
been on the Baluchi, have sent to say they will send the officer and their brother Muhammadans of his
. i party as much supplies as the officer wishes to order,
to the sout 37, There is every reason to suppose that the order issued does not come direct from the
Iy aud every Sartip himself, but that those acting in interest of Russians, viz, Ali Yar Khan, Naib.ul-
ok whete Hakmut, and Birjandi officials, are issuing the orders to the Kad Kudas round the country.

Beyond the fact that money is running now very short, we are perfectly bappy and want
ved in toné for nothing.
bad.

\able me nov
¢
s.h:;};;ﬂso;]sgg’ No. 1666-C., dated Camp Ziarat, the 20th August 1897.
# From—H. S. BarnEs, Esq., C.8.1,, 1.C.S., Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan,
of m,ﬁan To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Forcign Department.
ormat!,
Ddfl:lom wilh? In continuation of my No. 1257-C., dated 13th July 1897, I have the honour to forward,
’Igtiﬂﬂs wih for the information of Government, copy of a further letter and of its enclosure received from
l’ersalvesw' Surgeon-Major Brazier-Creagh.
l:nisrep i 2. I should be glad to receive orders whether T should arrange for the return of the
versé oo cavalry escort, all of whom except two sowars Surgeon-Major Brazier-Creagh has appareatly
.:d right’hm sent to Robat, They should be able to cross the desert without much hardship in September,
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. : pant
3. Enquiries will be made about Mansur Khan’s complaint against Imam Baks}‘ '!:rpzowingwlz
Sarpara, 3 ¢ , ot
P4. I have already telegraphed to Government about sending Surgeon-Major Brazier- l:fnn o Jeav
Creagh some more money. zheﬂf"";:r{
| AR SR BN | glfsl! i
No. 5, dated Camp Kosha Pain, Seistan. l“d::;ﬂd
From—SURGEON-MAJOR BRAZIER-CREAGH, ¢ gu (15J I
To—The Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan. l livgi“ th
In continuation of previous correspondence I have the honour to submit some further | “d,,gherll‘
notes for your consideration and information. o fmg\lw
IS N NS {Vheres
; : y fow J
(1) Now that the Russian officer has withdrawn from Seistan and fixed his base of opera- s;‘lygmwﬂ'
tions at Birjand, there appears to me to be no further necessity for retaining the cavalry escort (ml
in the country. ; artof 88
Water and grass are all now drying up and during the‘months of August and September, ; hab
consequent on poisonous flies, the country is not suitable for horses unless they are carefully . w'd'n‘
housed in well ventilated and sanitary stables and sheeted all over. mﬂ{ev?rlﬂ;
(2) T purpose sending the escort, detailing two to accompany me on further tours, to nhuor
our Robat post on the frontier, there to await orders from you or till my return. Suitable b DD |
arrangements will be made by me for their supplies for a further period of two months, %"ﬁk;:: ot
3) They are now, both man and horse, “ well salted,” from a camp life in here durin 5 b
the h(ea)t, audyI do not think they will find n’ny difficulties in the return journey during thge autty yl
months of August or September, knowing the route as they do. l ']'l;lst
T am of opinion the route we traversed when coming bet\yeen Kondi and Seistan is the p?n'\-' fi
better of the two more particularly for cavalry where water is to be had except at one stage, do
4 the going is fairly good all the way and not 0f cov
Between Amalaf and Kirtaka. sandy and waterless as on the northern route. s |
(4) It would greatly facilitate the return journey if_ supplies could be left at the stages AL
noted marginally, and I do not think there anes. B
(1) Amalaf. would be much difficulty in this if Lieutenant vying with
(2) Tazgi. l‘;Vegb-Wax‘el\,rllnad; arrangements with the Reki nformation
eadman at Mir Jawa. Rassian 26t
(5) I made enquiries on this head when coming through, and from information received to have Sell
I am led to believe they will be only too glad to supply us; indeed there is great disappoint- T bettr t
ment in Mir Jawa that they were not included in the Boundary demarcation, pestilentlal
(6) Supplies for the section between Amalaf or Kondi to Dalbandin could doubtless be post eemé
obtained from Chagai, and that between Dalbandin and Nushki doubtless could be supplied
from Nushki or Konak if sufficient warning were given the people and the supplies laid out by
a capable man as when proceeding here. g
(7) Some such arrangement as the above, if it could be brought about even as a test case, g ‘mPEdKe
would be a considerable saving on the expenses incurred in transporting these supplies all the tl_leﬁt !
way from Quetta. Not halv\llg
(8) On 2nd J_uly  Mansur Khan,” son of Alla Dad Khan, Kharat Afghan, Gasfandar, ?:ﬁs[ym::
came to me reporting that in October last a Seistan Kafila of theirs had a row with men of J
Imam Bakhsh, Sarpara tribe, near Konak, and that his cousin, “ Amir”” son of Dost Muham- It1h
mad, who accompanied the Kafila as guide, was shot by the Sardar’s men. info the My
. (9) From complainant’s statement it appears that the Sardar's men demanded octroi of four me
which the Kafila men refused to pay, having, as they state, heard that the Supreme Govern- Ware's ord
ment had caused all remission of octroi into Quetta, and further told them ¢ that if they could it of ey
show any Government document authorising them to recover octroi,” of course they would
11?!{ 16,, but the:lwme ‘_v;uld not; the altercation wased warm, whereupon they shot Mansur
an’s cousin, the guide,
(10) Mansur Khan and his people sought permission from me to be allowed to proceed in
force against the Sardar to have vengeance and satisfaction.
(11) It was explained to him that it was not possible for me to give him permission to
cause a breach of the peace and violate laws within British dominions, and if he persisted, as
he seemed disposed to, in his rash act, he would get into trouble. He then craved permission I

to be allowed to proceed to Quetta to prefer his claim, which permission was L
] : ted and B
letter given for presentation to the Governor-General’s Agent gn arrival, v
(12) Complainant further states his cousin was taken to the Hospital i
! i pital in Quetta where
he died, and that the case was reported at the time to the Quetta Police authorities.

(18) There are numerous applicants secking issil 0w
¢ permission from Government to be allowed g
to re-excavate the old karezes at Robat, Kirtarl,ia, Sindak, ete. This man rllVIa:suf aK}f:Xe” ?w-tmn {
nts la:mongst; the applicants and is prepared to open Kirtaka karez if Government will aoree to 180 ng
ake one-tenth of the produce as Government revenue after the lands have been made [ )8
culturable, uor, Nip ;
|
| fullowingi
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(14) The re-establishing of those karezes and cultivating in th
important matters for consideration of Government. In here (Seistan)
for sowing purposes being entirely in the hands of official authorities, a
is not a town or village in the country where one thousand maun y
of need, leaves our frontier post solely dependent on the good wi
therefore appear to be a matter of very considerable importance
self-supporting where possible, which appears only too self-
and the desire now of many to be allowed to reopen and cul
guaraunteed by boundary demarcation,

(15) In case pressure be brought to bear by our northern i i i
acting in the interest of this rival, a not at all \mlik};ly contingency r;‘{f]s,u:nl(iiesl)fe:sm" -Otmhcmls
and other purposes would have to be brought from Nushki and Q.:letta atpeonsid:r:lu)ll dal'ms
and furthermore could not be delivered at a less rate than from 4 to b seers ere £ 8%
Whereas locally and in the vicinity of our own post they can, it appears, be rowg Wi:ﬁ)ee.
few years, and from information received it is stated the crops produced ca,n begeom ared :v!'lﬂ:
any grown in Seistan, 17 1

(16) Last week one of the levy posts from Robat thana was found b i
heart of Seistan, three marches from the border and seven from the pos:1 7 B TR e

eir vicinity are very
the export of grain
nd the fact that there
ds or less could be had in time
11 of the authorities, It would
e to have those of our levy posts
gvldent _from information received,
tivate since security of property is

. What business he had at Iskil I do not know; he appeared to be doing himself hand-
some, riding round the country on a Government camel, no doubt on the plea of purchasing
grain for the thana, but as any quantity of flour ean now be got quite close at Hussainabad,
Sekuba or Daulatabad on the border, there appeared to be no urgent reason why he shoul(i
strike so far up country., Anyway it remains patent enough that even now, with no
Kafilas running, all that happens along our line is brought in and retailed throu’ghout the
country by these men.

This man had brought intelligence and had told people of Iskil, who informed my
party, of Damni’s raid and the action taken by us also; that “Ido” and others had been
dismissed from their posts by Mr. Barnes and others placed in their post, ete.

Of course I cannot vouch for the truth of those rumours; they may or may mnot be
the case. 1t only goes to show that the officials at Robat Thana do not carry out Lieu-
tenant Webb-Ware’s orders and are unreliable and wander all over the place on riding
camels. Even this man’s own house is at Hussainabad, I learn ; it may be that they are
vying with each other as to who can completely ““spoof ’” the other in supplying general
information for the Birjand-Seistan Daily Chronicle, and journey onwards to help the
Russian news-writer to complete his despatches. The question then arises, is it desirable
to have Seistan-Baluch residents of country there at all, as posts, or whether it would not
be better to rely on our own men who arein no way connected or in sympathy with the
pestilential intriguing inhabitants. One level-headed man, as previously suggested, at this
post seems desirable. I am unable to carry out orgiers regarding the despatch of accounts as

desired by the Government of .India conse-
s. B. quent on not yet having received the budget

estimate, I request you will be good enough
to expedite the despatch of this document to enable me to comply with No. 869-F., dated
the 8th April 1897, and so prevent arrears of accounts and much difficulty in adjustment.
Not having received any communication from the Agent to the Governor-General, Khorasan,
in reply to my letters, it is imperative that some money be sent me on receipt of this, as
by the time it reaches you I will be completely empty handed.

This has been forwﬂrded.H

If 1 have to get supplies on “ tick ” it will lead to very bad impressions, and will get
into the Meshed press throagh Russian news-writer—a most undesirable thing. An escort
of four men with Jemadar from each Thana will, I should say, under Lieutenant Webb-
Ware’s orders, be easily able to convey sufficient money within fifteen to twenty days from
date of receiving this application.

No. 5, dated Camp Kosha Pain, Seistan, the 14th July 1897,
From—SURGEON-MAJOR G. W, BRAZIER-CREAGH, A.M.S,,
To—The Secretary to the Governmeut of India, Foreign Department, Simla.
In continuation of previous reports I have the honour to forward herewith despatch
No, 5, with full particulars of present affairs as they stand now.

1) Affairs are now much quieter here, the only ember now remaining after the
cessation of the fiery condition hitherto prevailing is in the person of Mirza Rahim Khan,
Russian news-writer. i o e

2) Sardar Purdil Khan, Sarbandi, who has for some months past been with the Gever-
nor, (M)u' Ali Akbar Khan, at Tabas, has returned with khilats and honours, and brings the

following intelligence.
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invi connectio 9 L™
(3) Mir Ali Akbar Khan had not to go 1:;) ;l‘se?;atvi:su;z;it:tyi: nection with the mur. € ﬂpﬁ::w
der of “ Darwesh Khan,” having squared 108 ; bt bl bl bl e i et o /
2 ; a i
The order stating llle vivas D‘{ta‘n%:le;:;l;;:ewas to the eéfect that he need not trouble now to ﬁki"%&
{ the nsua.! ‘peshkash Tlt t led({l_"tl_’m: he said order gave Mir Al A'kbar power to punish, in any 6
come to leh_";n ;dm‘;t xtnha x :v‘l?o showed him any rebellion in his country. | o It
G 08 . = ] ol | ¥
iyl .cmm e‘rted th’ % the above is a great disappointment to Mir Ali’s enemies at Birjand. ‘ o, lﬂﬂ
it repc{l e r 150 bron h:a copy of the orders of His Highness the Shah re-open- | eh |
(4) Purdil Khan has also brong ting iDg the routes, with directions to the Sartip to ‘ NMMM;H
Denied by Sartip when spoken to about putting - tO " p1isation to them throughout Seistan. ! ay 018
obstacles in my way when canymﬂgt(l)lutlgl\seglﬂh“e" g P :ﬁ’ afiers ¢
the Shah’s orders by agreement wit e Powers. : = ) G ! Ctoten o
% ; icants * seeking permission from Government to be allowed to [‘mﬂh‘y
e AP re-excavate the old karezes at Kistaka, Sindak axept
# < Baloch.” Amir Chah, Robat, ete. ? °’°“(m T
R karezes and cultivation in the vicinity of our thanas is, in i 005
(6.\ .The ;Ts:t:}:lig;ln,iloif,:szls-:anilzf:tter for the consideration qf Government and ixas %ﬂgmwﬁw
lt)\;:noli;ﬁ:e?l in detail co, the Agent to the Governor-General, Bn]utfhlstfzn. (24) e
(7) It is reported that Russian troops have reached Ghnflr.m, tl}a{: they come into the wlpwﬂiid”:
villages, and that no obstacles are put in their way m.crosslﬂg the' rontier, : : mmyghu
(8) The Governor of Birjand has generally sanct;oned the IJﬂ_l‘ai ff“'_ t}llse_;;?gr s crops o ctivity ®
earlier than usual, to afford the Russians an opportunity of purchasing grain in Ghain, e thems
(9) Last week the Russian news-writer received a letter from the Russian ]?octor tha_t permlfﬁl
he was to explain to the Sartip that he (Russian Docl:,or) had reported to the Russian authu_n- ) Ity
ties that the British officer had been allowed to remain in the country, and that he (Russian ot i
news-writer) was to work so as to drive us out of the country. o f . ] gstand soutl
3 b i ies stopped b in press thi
10) This is why obstacles were put in our way last week and all supplies stopped by S
order(of)oﬂicials, which difficulty now happily has been smoothed over and all supplies are forth- t‘iel’eri!'ﬂﬂ G
coming. S ; St af) Our
(11) There is every reason for believing that this is not the dl(:m;tzl of It\]hqua,xih}l; hl;mself o:l' mgpo)ssibld
hi ther, but has been the cutcome of plots hatched against us by the Naib-ul-Hukmat an i
tl:z ]ile:)\vs-writer, who apparently are working hand and glove with the Birjand officials against fy‘glﬂaluchisiﬁ
British prestige and against the power of Mir Ali Akbar, the Governor of Tabas an(:l Seistan. | ibthelosl
12) It is a strong policy of the Russians to get hold of the.se two men, and w1'th, ll_beral o) Tha
distri(but)ion of peshkaghr,) etc., at Birjand they have secured the influence of the Sartip’s right- llorein:gtinne(
lsmnd_ man, viz., Naib-ul-Hukmat, and things are worked by him as if emanating from the i
artip. T
(18) The Sartip’s mother is a most shrewd and business-like clever woman, but as far as () The
possible things are concealed from her too and T have every reason to suppose both from her ofal parties,
Jetters and actions that she is most favourably disposed toward us, q[mrter.: an;l fi
(14) The plot anent the order issued to all Kad Kudas not to supply our camp not having eGementsw ;l
succeeded as anticipated, a much more serious one was set on foot which came to my notice ( "WT“U""
through Mulla Mubammad Raza’s kindness and generosity. B (39] This
(15) The Kad Kuda of Ramak was for three days in Nasratabad staying with the parties : "'-{(’0"\'}10!
above referred to (officials) and came back having secretly arranged the following plot :— ! oping L'will ¢
“ He was to get some 15 badmashes of villages who were to take wi}h them some Akhalra?(]h:n“:
women at midnight, and, when near our camp, the women were to ery loudly for help where- Tkt (
upon the men were to come up and all create a great row and say the British soldiers had got i dinp ¢
hold of the women, so as to report to the Mulla and people, and try to drive out the British L "'“PPlY‘.
officer and his men in disgrace from the country.” Terxlg‘ﬂvp :trll
. - I
(16) On hearing this, I immediately made all necessary arrangements in camp for any d 8
Sux‘EriSB and rode into the vi}lage square, called the Kad Kuda and people and told him | )Ty
straight what I had heard, cautioning them ¢ that now he and his men could come when they | i A'f 0
liked, but that the first man we saw near camp I should fire on him straight, and that the | ‘;mi%lym:%nd
bloodshed would be at his door.” W
ut i
They showed rather a sullen front, but the threat had its effect for we were anmolested :lgu;'.‘“
after that, though all supplies were cut off. - T iy
; ) : 4 D, e
.(17) On personal representation and communications passing between Sartip and myself, “th"i"fﬂrmat'
all difficulties have ended and supplies, ete., are all forthcoming, [ |
L33

(18) As yet I have not heard from the Agent to the Governor-General, Khorasan, so I
conclude my letters never reached him ; this is getting serious, for I am running short of & gy

money and we cannot get on here without it. Bt g
(19) In another 10 days when the greater heat subsides, T propose putting the escort in | () Ty
camp at Robat with suitable supplies, and proceeding with a small party to Tabas to see Mir ::‘Mhuth“
Ali Akbar and learn more of Russian politics at Birjand, ete., etc. th el g
#i1 (20) Tt is reported that they (Russians) are working hard to establish themselves both at h:i:“}llﬂtm
irjand and Kerman, so as to command the Bandar Abbas-Kerman-Khorasan trade route, m“mhsbm
OIS, b

mhlﬂdmh.
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& L ’ 41
08 po R 0 > 2
ot i (21) T hear Lieutenant Sykes has left Kerman, and if thi i
to Pﬂnizlélww r:present g§ tl_ligy have every chance of doing S0, which w;lltcholzs}ifei:.bindaf?o tone 3 th.ere .
ity there are 63 Hindu merchants in Kerman, who look to us to protect; t{eir e(r’io(;]:r prestxg],e, P
‘m. : o o g ; ver) ]mrrre .b 8, as also a
Mumy TG e e, 5l B
o officials when occasion off e s
8to th, g, (22) It may seem a far ery from B R
“'u’houtse‘ampm Farrah, and Herat ; ueverthe}l’essl, Kaﬁggd;TA%ﬁfv e Ktindahar, Shaner, Lashjuwain,
liay, goods reach the Amir’s territory through Sej ty fr con. hese places and our Bandar-Abbas
ol Nasratabad, Daulatabad, Burj-i-Kolin;Siadulls: aA:tc l:::i e p01lrt, e Namishir_and
bKistak Oy to any one reading between the lines of the traI;s]at.i’on asg oulwalds; o bE.CIear]y ok
) Smdﬂk, the f!‘ontlets of Afghanistan and Baluchistan whose the fcu *ei e el M
i particularly as regards routes Nos, I and II and the C];nas (o i AR e e
rour e ; SO ot Ty those ot usein (2) that not a single soul shall
Tmen 4y L& (23) The above i
; noted order practically stops all ing s
Selst?u and_S?eks ',"o_drive it into the hangs of ptsh: Gﬁrig;lr‘xiﬁ otfragier_congmg PR fhrgueh
1y cong i Russian political régime and for years a well-known protégé of that pei:-ltuy’ i L )
(24) This, if overlooked and not represented both at M .
b y L I eshed and ill inj
,],,s e o tr?d]a; conmder.al_)ly, besides d.amagmg our prestige ; for all th1'oui?no£el:£zn’c(:;1:ltrmJlge] # 4
in Gy, % g ?’ .Ghmpl, thrassam, etc.,' are well conversant with the pr;seut political situ{x’ti & udl(i
0 Doy i 31113:: é}\:;t)l;;vxsa thfh the Rugsllans are pushing on their influence throughout the zgl’mat:y
) . r th ntle of * commercial enterprige.” Th 5
unu sﬁ?”(%%ﬂ- permits it—a question of considerable signiﬁcance. Gl ik by e aiiar
Uiy
(25) If we neglect the Bandar-Abbas route in fav £ i
I Nushki one, it will give our northern rivals every opportzuuni‘blr 1(:)0 i S e Sagtes
- Skt Al r I 1 y o] Y to acquire a Jocus standi further
; 7 st and south, and it is quite possible with their influence now so secure at T hr:
Pplies are fort}. again press the present ¢ Monarch ”’ to concede them the lonrv-covel:eed = at i ey
. the Persian Gulf. 7ide previous report of mine, 1893 and 1851, page 79puze, e
artip himsglf o (26) Our present line of policy would a '

C ; 2 ppear to be to awaken to these facts : ke
ul-anmat uf far as possible such designs by having a representative at Kerman, the cgﬁlg ql:li:i}):? ktl?s
Ofﬁcmlngamst Kafila season, tour down to Bandar-Abbas, and another at Birjand or Seistan, or yet on S
& and Seistn, ; own Baluchistan frontier, who could likewise come in here and keep ou terms ofS;"' :‘101_11
i with el with the local officers, watch our trade and how affairs proceeded. gl
Satip'srigh (27) That the Russians have secured a firm footing already in Birjand and i i
iing fromvtbs aforemeuﬁloned is very evident. And that Naib-ul-Hakmut and the ngws-\vi?;er :J.'i*esdiisnfin af

cause serious damage is beyond the possibility of doubt. Eotin
ek (28) The fact of my remaining in the country against—as is supposed—the direct wish

i of all parties, and moreover getting as much supplies as we require secretly fi rari
. . B k3 ¥ on 3

quarters and friends, is not without its good results and greatly pleqases the Bzﬁuclh a]ndm;t]ggi

elements who have no sympathy with Parsiband rule or the interference of the Amir Panj

7 ot baving (Governor of Birjand).
my notice s g
K (:29) This has spread into Sarhad, ete., and I have had letters from old friends there,
A vils., (Jovel'por of Sarhad and Bampur, also from Ladis showing their desire to help me and
theP‘" 1 hoping I will come back that way aund see them,
ob 1= 5
(30) Lattach a copy of a letter, which eame into my possession, from the Lad i
them some Akbar Khan (the Sartip’s mother) to her husband at Tabas, a }l)]erusal nf’which wi]el shﬁwy“;%lrl
help where- I took a trip to the frontier across the Parun and Helmand, also showing how the rights of
jers had got w:.a.te'r-supply are a subject of discussion, and how the Russian news-writer is busy here
the British stirring up strife and poisoning the Sartip’s ear with false report about * encroachments of
t.:xe Amir’s tribes who is a servant of the British, but does not mind their orders,” ete,, ete.,
ete.
1t 4l : 3
T:s tfo(id hilz (31) The Helmand having during the last two years changed its course altogether, leaving
L ben they the Af_ghan side and now running west of Milak, whereas it ran east of it before, will cause
ed\v that the a paucity of. water to flow to the 'Afghan‘ territory. This may bea bone of contention later on,
i as the Persians now have the major portion of supply. Our friend, the Russian news-writer
has made himself acquainted with this and his actions may cause trouble. I purposely visited
aomolestel this pla(;e, carefully mapped and noted situations for future guidance when this letter and
' other information came into my hand.
L Colonel M. S. Bell, V. C. in his  Not : (32) As far as I can learn, the Birjandi polic
 aud B from! Quetta o Trebizond, soanded ;’hsi‘,’.ﬁ;g;’;‘_;‘},‘z’; backed of course by Russian intrigue, li)s t)fe’
of warning in his preface, page x. His advice and incorporation of Seistan with Ghain at a no
onsn, : warnings are sound in every particular. distant date
ning short? (83) The Governor of Birjand has got no son to succeed him and this is one of the real

i causes that has made him so jealous of his brother * Mir Ali Akbar Khan " of Tabas, who
e ot 8 bas several sons and family to succeed him in Tabas and Seistan. Ismail Khan also knows
it that as a matter of law his own hereditary rights in Ghain have, in case of his death, to go

se8 5 0 5
ns b0 back to his brot.h.er and his family ?ftex' him, Having spent most of his years in Russian pay

bt and fayours, he is all the more anxious for one of his brother’s sons (legal heirs) to follow him
l‘ae]vesnu after his death. Consequently the young Sartip here is  shadowed > and everything done to
yde rout bJ
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3 i g i i le, and he is surrounded by Birjandis, so that.
wean his affections from his father to his uncle, 1 iy o

i he becomes independent (as his appoin |
‘(vi)s:::tl:tat]f;wrg;\?;:t oi‘ his fntl:er), the said incorporation may accordingly be brought about.

i i in Seistan, with the sanction
E tment of Alla Yar Khan as N:au'b Hukmat in " i
of thggél)la%‘l;z tlgs(;‘nnstringeawion of the Governor of Bu‘]and., simply meant that the boy (Sartip)

in Russian pay.

must be bronght up under the training of a man I .

¥ (3;) Myg notez in the month of May from Nasratabad will throw some light on the
facts that Ali Akbar Khan himself is trying to depose the Sartip (h.ls son) a}ld put in another
son, by a siga wife, in his place to check this very arrangement.of his l?rothel and his party.

(36) Sardar Syed Khan himself (chief of Naroi a.nd mosb l.nﬂuentml 'Se.rdar here) told me
in conversation to what an extent he was annoyed with his sister (Sartip’s mother) and the
Naib-ul-Hukmat, who are the combined rulers of Seistan, and'tha.t Ali Akbar Khan was doubt-
ful of his wife’s conduct and management of Government, with her son in Seistan, :

(37) The natural rivalry between co-wives of Ali Akbar Khan has led the Sartip’s mother
to believe that with her husband, who has not seen her for some years, her son, the young
Sartip, is not the favourite son. )

(38) Far be it from me to cast one suspicion of a blot on the character even of a Persian
lady, but ¢ Mother Grundy »’ makes free use OG.t,lns. laQy s name (viz., the most beautiful
mother of the Sartip as she has been styled) coupling it with that of the Naib-ul-Hukmat.

(39) The whole lines of policy regarding Seistan, ete., it will be seen by my ’despatche.s,
are now very fairly filtered out, and from the translation relating to the Shah’s o‘r‘ders it
appears prefty evident {hat Tsmail Khan & Co. of Birjand will now step into the “strong
boots > of the Amir of Afghanistan and stifle all Khorassan-A fghan-Seistan-Quetta trade as
the Amir has hitherto done.

(40) The Indian trade which found its way to Meshed and. Khorassan vid Bandar Al‘ybas,
Yezd, and Kerman, as also that which came from same port into Seistan and Afghanistan
vig Rudbar, Regan, Bam, Namisher, and Nasratabad, 'Wlll be completely in the hands of
« Birjand & Co.,” who will also ¢ block ”’ our Quetta-Seistan-Khorassan trade and thus cause
incalculable damage to our prestige.

(41) It is generally reported here now that the authorities at Birjand and Seistan will
keep all orders referring to the re-opening of routes secret as long as they can, in order to sell
passports and direct Kafilas according to their own wishes,

(42) In order to check this, T have promulgated verbal information to all local merchants
regarding these orders. Yesterday in reply to my request asking the Sartip now to issue
orders in accordance with the instructions of the Shah for the reopening of the routes, he
denied having received any orders and stated he could not open the route until he had received
such an order, denying or rather concealing the receipt of the order which Purdil Khan had
given him on arrival from Tabas.

Our trade routes are bulwarks of British liberty and ought never to be allowed to decline
or be interfered with.

It is with pleasure T have to report continued good health of the party. We want for
nothing excepting a little less heat and a trifle more money.

P. 8.—May I request you will be so good as to keep a copy of all my despatches that I can
have access to same on return, to enable me to complete my report. The paucity of clerks,
heat, and surroundings, in the narrow limits of a Kabul tent are not conducive to office
work,

No. 43, dated the 12th Shawal 1314=15th April 1897.

From—The LADY ALl AKBAR,
To—Her husband, the Governor of Tabas.
Wilh compliments (endearing) —It is all well in Kudadad Khan’s territory (i.e., her
brother’s son).
Pray God, your favours might not lessen always towards us.

As regards the wheat and rogan, Tahwildars have been ordered to supply as much as they
2ould, but its despatch is pending owing to the want of camels; because almost all the cattle
keeping tribes are out of the country still grazing.

In all other respeots, all is well in the country and there is nothing particular to bring

under your notice except regarding the water of Parian, which once before this has been reported
you.

(1) The water is very much less this di i it wi
i A BX )),' year and it remains to be seen to what estent it will

The channel that goes to Afghan territory from J i i i
#mall quantity of water goes to the Afghanso. T e Bl dghark RE
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~N
%

(&
T
tjang e
ndis
! ber is};m le} (2) Sardar Khan Jahan, in su - ]
* pport of the propriet: oh . .
bebm“‘s’btyﬂblz:iﬂ relative of his, the Sardar’s, once removed), has I;epl:ilr:; rt);]enl"’artusnolgaific%;eﬁiﬁn]slelg S
ith the g X Sultan Ali Raza Khan was appointed to vepair the band and Akh dJ AL
: . ¥ B
It the hoy(m;? (é-e., Governor of Kanga in Afghan territory) had also helped him by tl:‘zzjva:,_*ak" Al Klan

(3) Dost Muhammad Khan (i.e., brother of Sardar Gul Muhammad Khan of Pulgi) had

me first intended to excavate a second channel of water for irricati
]l‘g}.lt wg ke e el of water for irrigation, but Akhunzada had stopped

But now he (Dost Muhammad) reported that Akhunzada had consented to allow him to

rdar hor i dig a new channle provided n'o damage is done to the old one which runs into Afghau territory
¥ othey) ﬂﬂdth: (4) Some time ago Mirza Muhammad Rabim Khan (i.c., Russizn news-writer) had
r.Khan Was 4 Showing very clearly Russian intrigue. reported that Afghan authorities had made
eistay, 3 3 , . ) some encroachments on the Paran lands in
i s&rtip’gm Seistan territory, so knowing this as important I bring it to your notice,
" w,fy ithy .(5) As rega.rdq the mqrt‘!er case at Burg-i-Kohana, the Agha Syed Mir Ali Kad Kuda had

1 o not informed ?.nytllmg un.tll if was asked from him and then he came himself and stated the
N facts, that the accused is in his custody and that he had confiscated his property. He also
een oigb Periy requested that accused might be allowed to remain with him until receipt of orders from you
08 most eyt .
beul. oy
I m

a}l'l ’3&:});:::? [ DEMI-OFFICIAL, ]
into the [ No. 6, dated Camp Diwana, Seistan, the 3rd August 1897,
I-Quett; trade 5 From—SURGEON-MaJOR G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department.
ii Bandar 4ty As there is little, if anything, of importance to communicate officially in this dak, I
and Afghanista deviate from the usual official style. 2
in the hands ¢ (1) Things are now quiescent here as the weather has a depressing and very subduing
lo and thus cue effect on the Persian official, and since the receipt of further orders from head-quarters anent
the re-opening of all passages under my jurisdiction with distinet orders to all officials from

| and Seistsn wil the Deputy Governor-Gel{eral of Khorassan, ““enjoining them not to hinder, under any circum-
1, in onder ol stances whatever, the tratfic of travellers or the quarantine duties under my charge,” I am

left a free hand to go where I like,

(2) The orders from Colonel Yate and also from Simla regarding these matters have been

g so delayed in sending me, I have had to act entirely in every matter in the best possible man-

2phnow:asm'lll: ner a discreet intelligence suggested, and had I only been armed with these clearly defined
!:eelm:;0 rece’ived orders of the Shah, ete,, much of my anxiety and labour would have been lessened.
Sardil Kban hal (3) Indeed it was only last week 1 got the copy of Shah’s orders anent quarantine rules,

and yesterday only received Yate’s letter, dated 28th May, with the more recent rules issued.
(4) It is a capital thing to have been able to effect the opening of trade route on our side
and arrange things at Tehran satisfactorily and urgently as I pointed out in secret despatch to
you. It spread like wild-fire all over the country that the British Sarkar had re-opened
We want for routes, and with the withdrawal of Russian Doctor and my continued stay in the country it
has also gone abroad that the Russian Officer had also to leave the country by British Sarkar’s
order. Such things have a wonderful effect on the ignorant inhabitants far and near.

owed to decline

s that 1 can (5) Yate mentions in his Jast that there was a proposal to despatch a Captain Bendereff
l‘le“'Y“M“ks' and Doctor Miladchewske from Birjand to enquire into the arrangements here which has been
lucive to ofice met with protest on our side ; this is well, The influence and reports of their Russian news-

writer and the assistance—strong—very, of Amir Panj, Governor of Birjand, are opposing
forces quite strong enough against us.  As pointed out from the very first arrival here, the
activity and intentions of our rival are considerable, and during wanderings round the country
and intervals snatched from professional application and research, 1 have been able to worm
out and unearth a good deal and lost no opportunity to push the British interests in every con-
ceivable manner as quietly as possible.

(8) We ought, I think, as pointed out in my last, to carefully watch proceedings at Bir-
jand and Kerman. The plague scare is a complete blind, the Russian Officer absolutely did

pritory (i b nothing during his stay here regarding plague, and probably did about as muih during his
stay at Birjand. What other duties he and the Russian Captain have pursued 1 am in ignor-
ance of, as one of my most useful S, S. men has been taken off to Bl'r]and guder suspicion, and
oy this man used to furnish me with all their doings. Doubtless Yate is keeping a close eye on
yas mueh 88 i them.
)l the & : '
o * . B.—Showing that those on the frontier concert measures with each other in matters of water-supply if only
Jar t0 b left to themselves.—G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH.
jonts i i Band d that in conse-
articl poﬂd 1882 the Persians falsely complained that the Afghans had drawn off the water at Bandar, and thal ns
P beenﬁ uenz-e ‘c‘l‘muir land was lying wusteyand the population was dwindling ; and in 1884 the Amir of Afghanistan complained
ghut the Persians refused to evacuate land north of the Naizar, which led to a request from the Shah that this clause
p (ﬂ] might be reconsidered ; but the Viceroy of India has always strongly deprecated any change, and indeed stated that the
xtoﬂ” liugvernmeut of India will not be answerable for the conduct of the Amir of Afghanistan if the award be not maintained
Wl“t L in its strict geographical accuracy.

p ’W’ (Vide Lieutenant the Hon’ble H. D. Napier’s report, page 8.—B. C.)
gl % P2
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Il
{ one De
41 ﬂ{]ert‘l‘; begB’{
lf mes
i i i have there been any urgent o @
e Kafilas at all now coming or going, nor 5 ('S 10 b

(7) '{(l:e[;g :éi;tzd since June, as the heat prevents any trade. All' WllA] be at rest as h.r . ,bﬂefl |
";e:i;“;? and Kafila moves till middle or end of October ; adtdtl;hxsfpg'lod J;ey begin to start ] ﬂoﬂ‘m;fd‘t
5 3 in ti £ November or middle of Decewber. o
f here and do not return again till end o . : ot ]

| mmJa]k and Nushki Kafilas :rrive here, T suppose, about the same time, though many from ,M:,} weugld :;,b
: ; ¢ : !

Jalk come earlier with dates and return with grain, : : o i

(8) It has been intensely bot during July reaching 116 in our tents ].ast we}::l](.,karﬁi my i ’l‘llesmbt]‘

ffered rely : we have Jost three and several more are very much like Rosin- B

came}ls have 3:1 ﬁrekif‘e:ﬁd go’ne 53 he horses have stood it well, but the flies now are a great lh!mww 0

23&1 t;‘;rf;oul?le tso all animals and simply devour them if not covered or protected. F'f his!‘

(9) As for the human element of the Mission, they have stood the severe heat well and ngmg’hez ;

are all fairly fit. b7
i hat from the cool and g e
lettors have reached safely and sincerely trust t b : s
pleas;(z}](:)s\{rz?:fsd?l}glgﬁf your official stools you will all be I‘nal,t_zmzmmoqstand ohm;tablgr tu;at ltf"]:; |
i iterary att ts favourably, recollecting T have no clerks to assist me and not over- nd‘h’ d |
' ?(H)lintyh;ltf:::;yo? t}f:n l}x)eah and narrgx’v limits of the surroundings, ete., from which I write. :ntuﬂ' ) E;:c |

(11) T send in this a proposal¥® which I think it would be desirable for 1!1e Department eo]‘leﬂ“ uif
concelrned 4o move in; not only may a supply of camels both now and in the fugure bﬁ pApls
secured, but the expenditure of a few thousand rupees amongst these seattered nomads wi siwh “d:‘h”
have a most beneficial effect. Bl Kli:l‘li,w]

—_— Tebrad {
i alled
No. 7, dated Seistan, the 10th August 1897, m.'r“J s i
From—SURGEON-MAJOR G. W. BRAzIER-CREAGH, A.M.S,, Officer on Special Duty in Seistan, Heh;d i his po
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department. ) o discloi
the frontier over distribution of water, of which there is a great scarcity o Salls
at thissozgs?r? ‘;lf)lzh(:znyear always, but this year in particular as far as Seistan has fared, f;;‘:mb
is i the waste consequent on the bursting of the bund which was not properly -
aigcllls lsl‘(llxzecg?mt:; is now as a?id and parched as the Baluchistan deserts, L})e supply of 1ep0mdt°h
::Eter li;nited and only got from wells dug in each village or dry beds of irrigation canals. ) Onant

On the 2nd instant the Governor of Killa-i-Kang in Afghan territory appeared with a ﬁmda,llﬂp tun
force of 200 men on the frontier and took by force the water from Karko Shah channe] on to ] Mmej
the Afghan lands. { s 0t et

OTﬁcials in Nasratabad were disturbed in consequence a.nd.appea]ed to the Sardars in tm:u ) Te R
to go there and arrange matters, The Sardars in turn, whose interests were qot conce;‘ned in iy Tt
that side, made excuses, and eventually Sardar Khan Jahan of Saidak on the frontier, was sl vibugen
appealed Qo, to come to some arrangements with the said Afghan Governor, 0 !

The matter is yet unsettled and the Governor is reported to have come to Nasratabad on on ot
the 7th about the matter. - ?:hi:gsy

Reported purchase of ground by Russian authorities between Gulwarda and Ghain for et i
purpose of erection of military post, and that the military officers, presumably Captain Ben- §) Haji ¥
dereff, are purchasing and storing grain for this purposes { smeto odis o

This purchase is commonly spoken of in the bazars here, as also that the Ru.ssians are so Tama (fhree sta
jealous of the British post so near at Robat that they seek to establish their post just as near, plledm@m

Also that they and the officials surrounding Sartip have beenappealed to, to get .the Bx"itish (9) Disput
officer and his party out of the country, as his influence with yeople and Sardars is having a ?::mmm}::tdy(
bad effect.

The Sardars themselves who are rather pleased at this are my informants, and two of The peopl
them have just returned from a long stay at Tabas and are well in the know on all matters. e, a5 also
They assure me there is no doubt as to the purchase of lands as mentioned and for the purpose shown consider
stated. Wi, Dt )

A proposal worthy of consideration is to select one or two of the sons of influential Sar- oftheJady Al
dars in here and put them to school at Quetta. The suggestion has met with approval })oth Werqumd_
by the boys themselves and fathers concem(}d who ave prepared to seud their sons each with a Aceording

| servant and horse, or alone as Governor thinks fit, ey
| i Now with
No. 8, dated Seistan, the 22nd August 1897, phed Dast )
From—SURGEON-MAJOR G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGR, A.M.S,, Officer on Special Duty in Seistan, mﬁ“d“ Kl
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department, Simla, W::; {na}t

is

Tn continuation of former despatches, I have the honour to forward herewith the latest P fﬂilur::
intelligence. P

(1) On my first arrival in the country and while at Daulatabad on 13th May I heard of Tingy g
the murder of Darwesh (beggar) near Neh, at the same time I also heard particulars of the ity tm{l‘)l

i b (10) oy
* The purchase of camels for the India Camel Transport.— B, C. 2t the GO\
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| i
yatgshm“ ) .murder of one Darwesh Khan near Tabas; taking the first case to be the same the other till
| oy lately, the beggar’s death had been quite lost sig:,,ht of. 54 ey
12k It now comes to hand the Darwesh (begoar is altogether differ 3
8 gy . TR Mo i (beggar) case is altogether different and the following
Some 24 years ago a Darwesh came to Birjand, declarine hi
s irjand, declaring himself to be a newl rted
uh I{k:n}ldn-] Moslem and told the people he was an Armenian Christian convert, and that as thg’ (;)(;z;fé e;)f
o 8] Yazd would not al}ow blxn to preach conversion there, he left Yazd and had come to Ghain to
Etedmagm‘ permanently establish himself in Birjand if permitted to do so.
y The Shaukat-ul-Mulk, Governor of Birjand, it is reported, treated hi ry ki
¢ heat g af the Birjand people collected a subseription of some 2,00(? Krans and gavelﬁa1 tvoellﬁm.mdly’ e
e For three months he lived at Birjand and then suddenly disappeared. ‘
6 Cool gy During his stay it is said he had b i i :
i o y it een over every inch of Ghain and Neh country, and in
;:;llab]yt,m March last when on his way back from Neh he was murdered, and the records, ete. t');’und on
bl 0t org him were brought to Hyder Kuli Khan, Governor of Neh, ¢
| DW”W- It is now said that the supposed Armenian convert was none other than a Russian spy,
epartie and that since his murder the Russian officials have, while working secretly, not left a stone
1 the futye unturned to get to the bottom of the murder. In March, on hearing of the murder, the Birjandi
Romads yj) people all suspected that the deceased might be the same new Moslem convert,

In April a disguised Russian official actively but quietly prosecuted his search in Neh and
Birjand, and has now reported the murder to have been perpetrated at the hands of Hyder
Kuli Khan, the Governor, who has been charged with the affair, and being summoned to
Tehran had left Neh for there on 26th July, The records, letters, ete., found on deceased
st were also called for, but it is reported they are not forthcoming,

(2) A few days ago a messenger from Zil-es-Sultan on his way to Tehran was arrested.
He bad in his possession documents of a compromising nature from Zil-es-Sultan to an address

Kgr:::d‘“”“ffl in Tebran disclosing a plot to assassinate the Shah his brother.
i Zil-es-Sultan has, it is further reported, been summoned with all his family to the capital.
B Sn);g?ﬁ]n}f' (3) Nawab Rukun-ul-Daula, the newly appointed Governor of Khorassan and Seistan, is

reported to have died on his way to Meshed a few days ago.

)
J:a:::l‘:;hl h (4) On authoritative testifnony it I_;a.s come to my notice tllglt_ the Russians have sanc-
tannel o tioned 5,000 tumans (Rs. 18,750) to build a pucca residency at Birjand.

(5) Mirza Haji Mahomed Khan, Russian news-writer, Birjand, who had gone to Meshed,
Hsifted has not returned up to date.
B (6) The Russian weekly Mail from Seistan left on the 18th instant, this time not by

ordinary runner, but by special messenger, with directions not to post at Birjand, but to pro-
ceed with urgent despatch to Meshed.

(7) There are seven entertained employés for the carriage of the Russian dk from here.

I can only attribute the foregoing urgency of despatch to the following, as in other
Ghain fir respects things are quiet here now.
ptain Ben- (8) Haji Muhammad, who was referred to in a previous letter, dated 20th May, as having
gone to India vid Seistan and Robat, is on his way back, and last week wrote a letter from Mir
Jawa (three stages from Robat east) to one Gholam Khan in Siadak, warning him to be pre-

frontier, wis

sratabad oo

e pared to accompany him (the Haji) to Meshed on his arrival,

i i i i he Perso-Afghan frontier. Since
i (9) Disputes about the water rights have arisen on the Per e

theB‘,‘m the Helmand has changed its bed to that now called the Rud-i-Parun (abrupt-flow), there

is having remained but very little water in the old Helmand bed.

The people on the west, 4.c., Persians, having cut several irrigation feeders from the main
od two of canal, as also did the Afghans on the east bank, and the actual amount of water being as above
gll matters. shown considerably diminished, some of the Afghan feeders became useless e'md supplied no
the purpes? water, Dost Muhammad Khan of Karko Shah had excavateda channel (vide copy of letter

of the Lady Ali Akbar forwarded to you) opposite that of Afghan channel which step—as per
letter quoted—was tacitly agreed to by Afghans, but at first objected to.

1 S , :
lel;?vall f Accordingly the rabi season as far as crops were concerned passed off quietly, there being
?ach with sufficient water then (March) in the river for all parties.
Now with the fall in the river the kharif crop of the Afghan naturally suffered, and they
stopped Dost Muhammad’s channel, which the latter and his followers vsery natulrally resented.
Sardar Khan Jahan whose property abuts on the spot now u_nder dispute bemg unable to
conciliate matters, Akhundzada, Governor of Kang (Afghan), with 200 troops amved’on the
scene and is in camp on the frontier to square matters, so as not to have the next year’s rabi
e crop a failure. Two other Sardars from here proceeded to the frontier yesterday, each with an
" escort to arrange a settlement amicably, if possible. )
i the M T fancy the Russian news-writer now has sent off an exaggerated report on Seistan-Afghan
{ frontier troubles, hence urgency of despatch.
vl h”'dt;, (10) A movement is now on foot by Russians for establishing themselves further south
ouls® d to get the Governor of Birjand into trouble.
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S ne has been writing to the Persian Government authorities at Tehran and Meshed
re admoirrﬂ(:‘:ration of Ghain by Shaukat-ul-Mulk to the effect that within the past five years
he had embezzled 40,000 tumans (Rs. 1,50,000) of revenue monies.

In Seistan it is suspected Mirza Haji Muhammad Khan, the Russian news-writer, is the
intriguer, and that in consequence he has been sumnr_mned to Meshed by R)lssian pousul-
General to explain if the case was prosecuted by the Persian Governor, what evidence in proof
of the charge could be produced.

(11) The Seistan officials continue to give effect to the report that the Hashmat-ul-Mulk,
Governor of Tabas and Seistan, had written to his son, the Deputy Governor here, to adopt
any possible means quietly to get rid of the British officer and his party out of the country,
as his influence with the Sardars and respect he showed them would be bad for the country.

(12) This I have every reason to believe is a pure fabrieatiup so far as any action on the
part of Hashmat-ul-Mulk is concerned ; others doubtless are pressing the point.

(18) The Russian Doctor, who was lately in Tehran and who examined the Shah, pro-
nounced him to be suffering from gouty diathesis and chronic nephitis (kidney disease), and has
recommended him to proceed to some well known Spa in Russia to drink the waters., Doubt-
Jess this is the sportsman who drew up that very clearly defined sanitary document particularly
affecting the eastern routes couched in the very best of professional phraseology, for as far
as my experience goes there is no sufficiently educated Persian doctor capable of doing so.

(14) The bad weather is now nearly over and it is getting much cooler.

(16) Party all fit and well.

(16) Seistan Kafilas are now preparing to journey to Quetta vid Nushki and jostling one
another for passes.

One merchant with party of five who has come from Meshed with horses (native of Dera
Ismail Khan) has now been encamped with us for the past three days.

1 have induced him to remain, so that he may accompany another Kafila from a village
close by who have been collecting and packing wool with a view of proceeding there.

(17) £ a few Hindu traders could be imported, or induced to come in here, like at
Kirman, and settle, a brisk trade, I am confident, would soon spring up and we could very
easily at a profitable margin undersell Russian goods.

SEISTAN;
G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH, Surgeon-Major, 4.M.8.,
22ud August 1897.

No. 10, dated Camp Warmal, the 28th August 1897,

From— SURGEON-MAJOR BRAZIER-CREAGH, AM.S,,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department.

In forwarding the accompanying despatch of affairs up to date, may I request to be
furnished with some idea of the recall of the mission, to enable me to purchase and lay out the
necessary supplies en route for our return journey ?

No. 9, dated Seistan, the 27th August 1897.

1. Sardar Purdil Khan reached Siadak on 18th instant accompanied by 70 sowars, and
stayed with Sardar Khan Jahan. On the 19th
K instant they moved into camp at Deh Ass, on
the Helmand bank opposite where Mulla Fakir Muhammad Akhundzada (Governor of Kang)
was camped.

A message was duly sent to the Afghan Governor requesting a meeting to which the
Akhund replied that he was busy that day with the Kabul dik which had just reached him
but would come next morning. ’

On the 20th the Akhundzada with 40 sowars came over to the Persian camp, and aft
the usual compliments Allar Yar Khan, Naib-ul-Hakumat, Seistan, delivered ag’peech t: tﬁ;
following effect :—

¢ All races know that, with the exception of a few plots of ground, the United Ki
is gove}'ned by heretic nations, and that now if they of the Islagm nat,ions do llfot “Lf;ggoéﬂ
maintain what they had, surely that would also be soon devoured.”

All pa.rtlies 0§ ggth factions appl:lxluded this speech, and unanimously agreed that such
petty quarrels and disagreements as the present about water distributi
arise between two Muhammadan nations, L R DR T
The Afghan Governor (Akhundzada) replied * that the area irrigati
1 ghan ) under irrigation by the Hel-
mand in Afghanistan, was as ‘chree. to one in comparison with Seistan, and t%at while Seistfm
only required one share, Afghanistan required three shares. Furthermore, it was entirely
through Afghan liberality and kindness that Persia was permitted even the half of the share

Further development of Perso-Afghan water rights.
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© past
d 3
o) # they had, seeing that the Helmand was entirely Afghan. Now you (Persians) are not satis-
it fied and have taken advantage of fair and liberal treatment, and want to deprive us (Afghans)
'R‘“ﬂian histy of the whole of our waters, The water of the Helmand having changed its flow to Parun,
¥idey Cong, entirely in Persian jurisdiction, the natural fair distribution should be that we (Afghans)
@ i pryg should have tbe entire water in the old Helmand channel and you (Persians) have that in Rud-
h i-Parun, or failing this, let us jointly repair the band at Kohak and bring more water on this
éshm“t‘"LMui} side sufficient for both parties.””
to:re, b ldupg’ On behalf of Seistan Sardar Purdil Khan demurred and traversed the claim so ably set
i ththe gy forth in the above speech by the Akhundzada and said, “ No! they (Persians) would not join
€ Gy, Afghans in repairing what was their own (meaning the band); we shall excavate a channel
7 tetig gy fls within our jurisdiction and you do likewise in yours.”
& The Afghan leader declined this proposal ““maintaining that the distribution of the water
the e reculated at the mouth of the river or he would not allow any excavation of
16 Shap, e should b g y
dlseage)’ il channels.”
Vaters, han Jahan also spoke more or less to the same effect as Purdil Khan, but the
Donl Sardar K| P L ,
“-‘"tparticuhr! Afghan leader remained firm and de bonme grdce declined to be coerced.
)”gy,fnragfa{ The commission then broke up orderly and the guestio vezata has been referred to the
e ) respective Governments,

2. During conversation the Akhundzada is said to have mentioned the weakness of the

Persian Government in permitting Russian and British officers to wander in the country.
od ol On the 22nd my apothecary with escort returned from Birjand, where they had been
ud Jostling gy o s(i;]e ]_nS days awaiting despatch and money from Consul-General, Meshed.

The money reached me safely and my party returned all right after an absence of exactly

[native of Din shdtls
a X . n »
4. The following is a brief summary of events in Birjand (as reported by my apothecary)
from”m,ge and cri‘ves corroborative evidence of information previously forwarded to you.
R BIt 1s common report in Birjand bazars that the Persian Government have written to the
in here, ke o S e Eni Governor (Shaukat-ul-Mulk) tosay the Russian
We.could vry FeelingautleinabionicL b aub Sl C Consul-General with 20 Cossack sowars has

been granted permission to live in Birjand. . .
This official is stated to have reached Meshed from Askabad and is shortly expected in
laf Birjand. : : ‘
b ; A plot of ground is also being allotted for building a Russian residence,

i i : i is sti in Birjand
R doctor who was in here (Seistan) is still (15th August 1897) in Birjand,
but ig.u'rf(li‘:r orgz:"sa?o proceed to Turbat-i- Haidari, and all his letters which came through the

ost were directed to Turbat. ; . ;
i The Russian doctor resides in a detached residence in the Amir’s garden and has the

following party:—

2 Mirzas.
1 Assistant Apothecary,
quest to be 7 Russian sowars.
ay out the 4 Turkoman sowars.
12 Horses,

10 Mules. }
i i i to him, makes excuses saying “ he
-« renorted as ot treating the inhabitants who go , mal e g
ik B his boxes are ;acked, 22 and that « he has not sufficient medicine.”

g SR like him since he made a Khan Shummari (house=to-house

le do not I n L

Ma\:: ﬂ;t% visitalzi[::‘; :nfd tt}r)zul‘))f;dptehem much, till they reported it to the Governor, since which he has
in the 2

) el i i i istant who was supplied with medicine

ts came daily to my assistant who pp ne

ok whicl?.hiv{;:}{e(x’fs:gil:ﬁ?:gb1{“1?;] sstay, and havindg put up in the central and largest caravan seral

X jeced daily with visitors and patients. |
i b 5 ‘Ve: bes‘elgeeol’. Ghyain and Birjand are much distressed at the restriction and closure
i 5, bt e 4 there, shows that the orders of passages to Afghanistan and Seistan, as they
GEL 'y

P‘:“’ﬁ;i,}’{f;gfﬁgylhave not been carried out in are dependent for most supplies from both
anen!

| and e Birjand. places. . . : ‘
pe i All prices have gone up considerably and there is greab difficulty in getting flour, ete.,
e i tion of the country and
oS ospect of a Russian occupation ry
: K,,:;gg 1 e ql'lhnale‘llle:::nr::ttohg;i II)II;)E Ppurchased it as well as Seistan ! and so keep the
’ n.sked.. by l‘a‘m}lms Oe all cognisant of the fact that it was tl?e British Gove';r.nmey:\t who
{hat s0h Russx;.ut;g \:):iaer p'fs;{y:: to be open in Seistan and Herat, and wish that the British Govern-
A use g =
Ea ‘;‘ent R il s EI:O f:ee?Af hanistan) to sell a tract of pasturage lands
i 9. The Russians wrote asking the Amii in r%he vicinity of Herat If'Io _t;le yvestdsoxllae\vher:
b i iv of Afghanistan and potween it and Turbat-i-Haidari and also sen
HetSEi’w M"I:g‘s’:‘mt‘:’ l?;b‘t‘e‘s't pépipw ok on pie:;ants to him. It is reported he retained
o '
:Nthzn?h‘r{ the presents and declined the proposal,
|
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Doubtless the Russian Mission under Major Gromtchevsky (who was present on the @@

i issi X i i huria), that it is
and has but recently returned from a mission in Manch , tha

}I;Zml;;edcz?::s;lig Kabul, has some scheme on hand as above noted, that is, it as_previously
reported they have obtained permission to establish posts and consulships at Birjand and
Turbat.

10. A new Russian news-writer has replaced the one recalled to Meshed.

i $ from Tehran to

11, Abbas Ali, son of Darwesh Khan, deceased (murdered), had orders
proceed to I\a’llseshe(i and report himself ’to the Rukn-ud-Dowleh who had left Tehran for
Meshed. :

12. Ali Akbar Khan, Governor of Tabas, it is stated, has also received orders o proceed
to Meshed and had left Tabas for that purpose. } ¥

13, Bam Narmishu Kafilas are now arriving for purchase of grain, as it is reported there

is a great scarcity in that district this year, consequent on a visitation of locusts which have »

destroyed all the crops,
14, T bought some good camels from that district at very reasonable rates to replace
those that had died.
15. This week we have been busily engaged purchasing grain, now that the crops are all
in, so as to stock the Robat Thana with a sufficiency to last them during the winter season,
Prines as also sufficient for the return journey of my
Flour i H ek . 16 seers per rupee, e€scort a:ud party up to Kondl,' with a good
Wheatt H 5 .19 , » » margininhandin case of necessity, or to be
Barley & X ] ¢ et left at Robat for use of Dlsmc_h. Political’s
Bhusa . . . . As.4permaund, (Lieutenant Webb-Ware’s) usual visit.

This will be a considerable saving to Government as grain is sure to rise in price once the
Kafilas arrive and northern routes are declared open,

We have got our supplies at the average rates marginally noted, all good, unmixed, clean
grain,

16. On the night of the 25th instant my post at Girdi (383 miles north from Robat
Thana) was attacked by Afghans (so men
report, as they spoke in Pushtu only) who beat
the levy sowar runners and guide severely, looted the Government camel, also saddle, saddle-
bag, all the men’s clothes, sword, flour, barley and wheat and money they had on them.

Having taken away the camel and things to a distance they left the men free and
proceeded east across the desert, where these tracks were visible next morning on the sand.

Of course the men were powerless and could do nothing, being attacked at midnight,
but fortunately the Robat Levy, runners and guide arrived at 9 o’clock next morning bringing
the dik and relieved them ; all arrived in camp safely yesterday morning somewhat the worse
for the conflict, showing abrasions and wounds, the result of ill-treatment.

The weather being now cooler, arrangements are being made to guard the post with
cavalry escort to prevent any repetition of the occurrence,

17. The party, with the exception of a few cases of fever consequent on change in
weather and cold nights, continues to maintain good health,

Attack on Her Majesty’s Royal mail post.

G, W. BRAZIER.CREAGH,
Surgeon-Major, 4.].8.

No. 10, dated Seistan, the 5th October 1897.
From—SURGEON-MAJOR BRAZIER-CREAGH, AM.S.,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department,

T have the honour to inform you that absence outside the safe limits of my dik arrange-
ments, together with serious illness which prostrated me for some ten days, prevented my
communicating with you during the past month.

In the notes embodied and forwarded herewith will be found particulars of events since last
communication.

—

Dated Seistan, the 5th October 1897,

1. For past weeks I have been making a rec i i
P onnaissance and
district to the west of Seistan. 4 SrTOT o g Mouniainin

2. This district bhas an important strategical bearing on the defence of Sei 1
g{nsldered of considerable importance by the late Mr. N.gEIins. As owing t?)evs;?il;uzngal‘;‘:s
oflelu:;;a:tdt?ggéﬁonourable H. D, Napier, during his tour through the country in the winter
o8 n , was unable to carry it out, I deemed it advisable before the recall of the

1ssion to explore and survey this country, which has now been completed
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at iy g
B, : 2 Perso-Afghan C issi i i
gy 8 ® 3 The ey ommission which had met on the fr g [y g
s “Birj.:;“]-' d1§trl.l>utlon‘ has settled 1..he matter amicably. Sardar Purdil eKlllfr;‘tg?ngta(.’raﬁ‘l:ra::: o‘fvat'l:::
y, principal S.elstan Sarc}ars, 1s now at Kohak with some 500 men repairing the bri)ken band in
shed, order to br}ng water into the country which has been completely dry for I:‘ast two months,
"f:en thg % . t;.,e llé);zg?ggis‘:;: neglected last autumn, causing but a paucity of the water to flow east
°h3dleﬂT Iy per b » 10 consequence of which the crops on south and south-east suffered
ehm, considerably.
ived 0, 5. A meeting of the officials and head mullas of the country assembled lately at Nasrabad
“hl’w to settle some frontier disputes, amongst whom were Sardar Syed Muhammad Khan, Naib
o Governor of Khang, Khan Muhammad Khan of Chakansur, and the head Mulla of Farrah
}ﬁ]ll Bty " with others representing Afghan interests,
0l . " .
sy yfy The cases in dispute, which were not of special interest, were all settled amicably, with

exception of one, the case of a widow lady, which is still pending.

1able g b " 6. The head Mulla invited himself to my camp, a distance of 15 miles, with attendants,
and spent the d'ay with my party, having been entertained at dinner, ete, IHe gave much
" that : useful information on frontier matters. He did not appear to be aware of the disturbance on
12 the winzwh‘ the Peshawar frontier and apparently no news of the fight has yet reached this side.
Tetury i "f“lt .7.. Two large Kafilas with wool, hides, etc., left Seistan for Quetta, one on 5th September
0 Kougj wm{“ y consisting of 19 eamels, and the other on 24th September consisting of 40 camels.
OF neoesity a'?@: 8. There is now no restriction whatever; all routes are open. Kafilas have arrived from
,o)f Disti I’o]im[Y Ghani for purchase of grain, as also from Sarbad and Narmisher, etc., with dates and to carry
S il gy back grain.
10 i g 9. There is a tremendous export of grain from Seistan, but much of the surplus grain
e from Bandar in Afghan territory finds its way in here, being bought by Seistan merchants,
1 goed, 10. Two more large Kafilas are fitting out for Bandar Abbas, but I have succeeded in
1 Wy persuading the merchants of one party to go to Quetta instead, to which they have agreed.
e 11. With the advent of the cold weather and the fact of Kafilas marching and flocks
b :f fron iy changing grazing grounds, two gangs of Baluch marauders are on the war path and have
7 Algha oy, committed several murders and looted many ramiés.

b i
wbia ) vhi One of the parties crossed our path on the night, 18th September, but I was so weak and

!l' ;l:gudﬂe,% prostrated T was unable to follow them; they cleared out rapidly when they heard British
£y badofhn, . - troops were near there, we were afterwards informed. These were the very party too who
ft the men g looted my Girdi post; however I have marked them down and know where they came from
Jrning on the sl and hope to recover the loss and indemnity also for assault and injury to my sowars,

ttacked of mifi 12. These parties who hang round the desert intervening between Robat hills and Seistan
nest moming gy to attack Kafilas and other helpless flock owners give our Girdi post a wide berth, now that
g somenlst oy they have heard that British troops are posted there.

e The officials in here are much pleased at the example the presence of the detachment
o guand the péri there are creating and its effect. The flock owners also are greatly pleased. I had a visit

g from several of them when visiting the post on the 28rd.

: 13. I might note the maintenance of this post is rather expensive, being three marches
Dot ninl from here and in bare desert. I have to send them all supplies, forage, etc., from here, yet
without their presence I could not maintain the dik with any safety.
14, The Farrah garrison in Afghanistan has recently been increased; there are reported
%o be 1,000 cavalry and the same number of infantry with six guns there,
418 At Gurishak, east of Farrah, there are also one thousand men and six guns,
1t is reported there are strict orders from the Amir to daily parade and drill the men in
e Kabul to the effect that 50 per t
gust, a General Order came from Kabu cent,
of thgai‘;}z%?::xit:g? uFa'rra.h must come every Friday and be paraded with the State troops,
to learn drill,

1 t a petition to the Amir, stating they were prepared to go to war at any
G vl d, but prayed to be exempted from these parades as they interfered

i of my A0 time they were required,
PmWV with their general occupation. :
ok Tt is a common rumour in Farrah bazar that the Afghan troops will some day soon have
el contact with Russian troops. : . ; :
lusef % 15. The Seistan officials, Sardars, merchants, and people baving experienced the dis-
advantage and loss to themselves arising from restrictions and closing oE. Indian and othgr
routes, are now very much alive to the misrepresentations made by Russian officers and their
agents. ;
16. The Rassian and English policy has been thoroughly explained to them, and the
o fact th.at all the chief Sardars of the country have opeuly come to salaam and visit me, on
f the “‘““uwm more than one occasion in several cases, have treated my entire party handsomely Wlbh cooked
1 eations on each tour and place of halt, clearly proves the true sympathy and feelings of the
i
ol sashmiﬂ;, ~ country. :
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Many of the Mullas also all over the country come to camp and the head Mullas have @

been good enough to invite my clerks to their houses, entertain them and send kindly presents

of fruit, etc., and enquiries for myself.

17. After the stormy events of the past six months it is quite a velief to be able to report
a cessation of all hostility, opposition, ete., and a general peaceful state of affairs.

18. The mortality amongst my camels continues. From post-mortems made it
appears the cause of death is due to tuberculous disease of the lungs, associated with acute
inflammation of the cardiac saclk.

19. There is a report current here that the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, Governor of Seistan ard
Tabas, has lost or may lose the Governorships of both places and that the Governor of
Nishapur may possibly be appointed.

It is currently reported too that he has left Tabas, having duly handed over to another
and is proceeding to Mashad.

Some 40,000 Krans under charge of Pasand Khan of Sehkoh and others have been sent
by urgent despatch to meet him, required possibly as piskish to square matters on arrival at
Mashad.

The Mujtihad head Mulla also received a letter from Ali Akbar, requesting him—the
Mulla—to write an appeal on his behalf with all the seals attached of the Seistan clergy,
stating ¢ that the Hashmat-ul-Mulk being a most merciful man, a kind Governor, ete., ete.,
cannot be held accused of Darwish Khan’s murder.”

The head Mulla—report states—appears to have “ put back his ears and kicked ”” at

this request and emphatically declined to do so.

Being independent of Governors and holding a Royal Warrant for his glebe and lands
he can well do o, as also can the High Priests of Banjar and Killa Nao who possess a similar
Royal Firman. :

20. The health of the party continues satisfactory with the exceptions noted : to-night
being the anniversary of our six months’ absence is being celebrated by the men, they have
sacrificed 3 sheep and are now enjoying the banquet with song, ete., very merry and quite
happy.

21. Having carried out all the political, professional and other duties, deemed advisable
during our six months’ stay and travelled every acre of the country, which has enabled me to
compile very complete statisties on all subjects of interest, both political and strategical, as
well as a thorough survey, there does not appear to me to be any special cause for my remain-
ing any longer in the country.

2. In anticipation of recall, during the past six weeks, all necessary supplies to carry the
party up to Kondi or Amir Chah have been stored at Robat and the Agent to the Governor-
General, Quetta, has been advised as to the laying out supplies up to that place. The only
difficulty that possibly may arise in case of any further delay in the country is the transport
supply. At this period of the year all available camels are employed on Kafila duty and leave
the country, and unless I make some arrangements beforehand, it would be very difficult to
ensure that, when required, they would be forthcoming.

G. W, BRAZLER-CREAGH, Surgeon-Major,
Army Medical Staff, On Special Duty, Scistan.
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Overpgy of g Translation of a letter, dated the 3rd Safar 1815=4th July 1897, from SURGEON-MAJOR BRAZIER-CREAGH, A.M.S.,
aud !hat the(}%ﬂr to the Deputy Governor, Seistan.
My After compliments.—1 was much astonished to hear you have issued an order to the
hﬂbde] oL Kad Kn}da,s throu.ghout the villages in Seistan,  that under no circumstance were they to
o h% gell grain or supplies to the British Officer’s camp.”
d other L I was fu.rther astonished to hear t.hgt you endeavoured to induce the M ujtahid to issue
ol Ay hm a firman stating that to supply the British Officer was against ;eligious. order, but it gives
gy, me great pleasure, and l have been careful to record, that this all-wise and conscientious
. High Priest refused to issue any such order.
loi ’J}qe“&ghpghgmﬁ Your friend would invite your attention to the order from the Ain-ul-Mulk, Deputy
kind Gmehﬁn & Governor of Khorassan and Seistan, dated 22nd March 1897—of which you possess a copy—
g as ‘a]so the order of your respecte(.l father the Hashmaﬁ;-ul-Mulk, Governor of Tabas and
X Seistan, bearing the same date, enjoining you ‘““to provide me with all necessary supplies
18 ears gy i and provisions and make every preparation to supply our wants, so that we may suffer no
! inconvenience in any way whatever during our stay in the country, and not to interfere
ot o i gy with or obstruct me in the discharge of my duties.”
0| L - . . . . .
{10 why p’;;:"d@ Bearing in mind the friendship between us, and the friendly relations always existing
| between the Supreme Government and the Persian Government, I cannot understand your
y cireulating such orders as not to supply the wants of your brother Siah Musulman strangers
ceptions ot iy in your country, who are with the combined orders of the Persian and Supreme Governments
by the mey, iy | sent into the country to protect it from plague. I have the honour to request you will explain
Ity very memy why you do so, and immediately countermand such orders.
7 ety iy YaY, b Yy
dutie, deenel g No. 2.
which bas walldgg Translation of a letter in re}élx,tdated ttl;]e 4;)1' Mm}\lhgrmm.l@m:Ggl Juncé 118_&;7, from the Deputy Governor,
uul |nd v ; eistan, to the Britis! ommlsslu'nex‘ octor Sahib. .
3 fom@,;; After compliments.=In reply to your murasla I inform you that I have complied with
| ! the orders of my Government, and if you want any more supplies and have got any further
’ orders from your Government I have no objection to supply you, but in case you have none
ssary supls ot (i. e, orders) you will feel that my Government will object to this and to your remaining in
Ageat o the G the country and visiting towns, Further, I thank God there is no disease in the country,
ez y country Z e . At
to that plaee T and it is advisable that you will leave the country, becanse I think my Government will ask
comtry 1 the e explanation from me.
lon m]‘dm«f”“?ﬁ All else is well and I wish you good health.
uld e vy it
GH, Surpen L SI::.:
O s‘mldl W]ﬂm

No. 3.
Translation of a letter, dated the 4th Muharram 1315=6th June 1897, from SURGEON-MAJOR BRAZIER-CREAGH,
A.M.S., to the Depaty Governor, Seistan,

Afler compliments—1 am in receipt of your reply to my letter, dated 4th July 1897,
and cannot understand your saying “your Government will object to your giving my party
supplies.”

Tt appears to me your Government will object more because you have not complied with
the distinct orders of the Ain-ul-Mulk, Governor of Khorassan, and His Excellency your
father, Governor of Seistan and Tabas.

You must be aware that we are here by order of joint agreement of His Highness
the Shah-in-Shah with the Supreme Government and that I have no desire to prolong my
stay in the country except under the orders and instructions laid down by agreement.

T cannot therefore understand your saying ¢ it is desirable for me to leave the country *’
when T am ordered to stay, and take all precautions it seems desirable to me to protect the
country from possibility of plague getting into and decimating the country.

Tt will be obvious to you that if I stay in one place it is impossible for me to protect
the routes on the Seistan, Afghan, and Perso-Baluchistan frontier, the care of which are
in my hands. )

On hearing from the Russian officer that he had heard that plague had come into
Kandahar, Farrab, etc.,” I proceeded to the frontier to verify the above statement and make

the necessary arrangements, but thank God no plague exists in any part of Afghan terr;tory.
o
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52 hmyfﬂen
; Ik aflan fand Wpacbicatont T
T then proceeded here to the southern frontier to examine all Kafilas an .“pm ies coming ¢ Withd g
from Jalk, Sarhad or along the Chagai-Nushki routes. I am thus, you will see, carrying dﬂ‘d ‘t
nlut the orders laid down by His Highness the Shah-in-Shah and my Government as also ’[;faﬂ 6o
o degi/l'e of all enlightened Governments to prevent the spread of dlsg‘\se, but your order th'wgon, ol
stopping my supplies is obstructing me in the discharge of my fixed duies. ] ) wig'#!"m
You are aware I require supply daily .fol' my party, and I hope you will now issue fg'sm,ﬁmﬂ‘
orders to all the Kad Kudas to supply me immediately. A ; g 1]
Excepting this, there is nothing but friendship and good-will between us, all else is o b,C'Pw
well, and [ wish you health and bappiness. . sineemi'
0" | ;
No, 4 m{grmeﬂ;sl;fg&
Backing out of the difficulty letter. (e
T i 3 i v i Muh 1315=8th June 1897, from the Deputy
Translation of a letter in reply to ﬂ;}eo‘;l::i‘.s:;,ngéi::;z‘,l :(‘;:heg‘lll.hit,fi‘s‘l:"éz?x‘:lmissimu‘r.
i 3 to know its contents.
4 liments—After perusal of your murasala I have come to
A?f-ifgg{; the stopping lof supplies for your party, L have not issued any orders that
nobody must give you supplies.* Had 1 issued such orders you and your companions might
have suffered.t . i
As you had no passport from me (T was refused one on application the day before [ o .'wvflm
started on tour). some of the Kad Kudas might not of course have given you supplies. i 1,.:1:(:1” S
have no objection to give you supplies, as since your arrival supphes have been giver. you, oo
and now this very order is for the Kad Ku(las that they wust give you supplies. All is N
well and 1 hope you will keep me informed of your welfare, w{‘:mi
ey <
fige md 1D

Vohaonsd,
atiben o ¢

gﬂu“ill the
Borthis
No. 5. it Lot
Transiation of a letter in reply to the foregoing, dated the 9th Safar 1815=10th July 1897, from SURGEON-Major xhanmthhli
“Brazikr-CRrEAGH, A.M.S., to the Deputy Governor, Seistun. s vl bave Joo
After compliments.—Your friend has received your letter notifying the withdrawal of Aer el
previous orders stopping supplies for which he begs to express his thanks. 1) wha M
Such orders caused your friend and his party great trouble as he was foreced to \va‘nder !SeiAlilt
about to graze his horses and camels when the Kad Kudas refused to sell any grain or o8y
supplies, stating your Naib Karbali Mazar had come round the villages with the order issued The‘Syed
by your authority. I things ¢
Wishing you great ease and peace and hoping you are quite well as this leaves your ayf the Ha
friend also. Tou had |
R vl amange
No. 6. Vel give ]
Tyanslation of o letter, dated the 22nd Safar 1315=23rd July 1897, from SURGEON-MaJoR BRAZIER-CREAGH, 1t he com
AM S, o the Deputy Governor, Seistan, vhtemm
After compliments,—1 am in receipt of the packet forwarded to me I)y.His Excvl]ency Thave nc
your father from Meshed. It would seem that there has been great delay jo the delivery s
of this letter to me which requires some explanation from you. IH(.
I am given to understand you have received'a copy of the erders of His Highness the i
Shah-in-Shah with full particulars of these routes which are guarded and duly supervised by  Sedly
me directing that ¢ they should be open for merchants and travellers,” (iteall the
“ Merchants and travellers proceeding from Baluchistan towards Persia shall be allowed dherebe do
to proceed to their destination at once on being passed by me and shall not be detained or These eaf
subject to any further examination or restrictions whatever in the interior of Persia. with thege
Caravans and travellers proceeding from Persia to Baluchistan »¢d Seistah and Nushki shall aquie frop «
not be detained on the frontier nor shall they be placed in quarantine, they shall be allowed Titisy
to pass at once,” HmﬂtAlll;u‘
I request you will be good enough to promulgate His Highness’s orders to the officials furfmhmm
directing them to act accordingly as expressed by His Highness’s order, so that all the Sardars |
snd merchants may know that the routes have all been duly opened by His Highness’s orders,
so that they may continue to trade and have no further trouble or losses.
Hoping you are well as this leaves your friend,
No. 7. ]
Translation of a letter, dated the 16th Vluharram 1815=18th June 1897, from ASAD-ULLA-K i
: Khwash, Sarhad, to SURGEON-MAJOR BrAZIER-CREAGH, A.M.S, EAbE S ot du‘.-hr"'“
- = . A 0 letey
After compliments,—Your letter of 2nd Zi-hajj 1314=>5th May 1897, reached me to- T mN'
day, and it gives me great pleasure to hear of your welfare again. I thank Almighty God R
that the time passes so well with you. ° iy
e x wlﬁhin
% JL‘;:: ;{l; ‘ll} l\ﬂ;]‘;tllu.ﬂng.ug.weut around with the order and came to our camp at Iskil and told my ~he,
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gy p
O
£ i e ) I friend ot B 5 iy : :
ldu::' ) y::::‘; Onight.n my triend at Bampar (i.e., Zain-ul-Abdin, the Governor) I take all interest day and

With all compliments he wrote to say he received your letter informi i
safe arrival at Robat and had also asked me a,bou)(:, your missiono?l?il:%rlr]x;mi;x
therefore request the favour of your informing me of the fact
4 to see you, and hope you will journey back by Sarhad a;
NG | again see you.

too, of your
t country, I
, your friend is much anxious
nd Khwash that your friend may

0pe
% oy Wil o
y

il L@t\veen Us

Some time back some British officers who had come from K i
of Mashkel boundary I had made friends with et
Wahab, Captain Sykes, and Captain Kembal,
™ N Since their leaving the country I had not heard of their welfare,
ey,

inform me if they are quite well and will give my kind regards to th
Usual endings,

for demarcation
all of them—Colonel Holdich, Colonel

T hope you will kindly

em when you write.

LT

10f iggpe] nnzz;ntn:"
Jour oy

]

Pty

V8 given yoy gy |
Toles g by 3“'::’ No. 8.
W8 you suprls Translation of a letter, dated the 2nd Zigad 1314=>5th April 1897, f N i ini tri
YU supl, on the Sarhad and in the v!;::inig'a of Mirjaw:\ e Ladis, tm?;“’s&ﬁ?&fﬁfkgk;f s:fd::]zf ﬁf’e"‘s‘f{:yf.f.’fé?
tribe in Seistan,
After compliments.—I received your letter stating that I do not obey your orders, I
e swear by A.lmighty God that I have no objection to com;ly with your orderz };t the pl'e.senf
* time and in the future. You have written that Khan Muhammad, son of Zabid, also Nur
Muhammad, Jehandad, Zaman and Malik-Zada* accompanied Mir Murad Khan,t I only
sent them to check Murad Khan from looting, but he did not obey and swore “ that he will
go and kill them, loot their flocks and property and carry off their wives and children.”
> For this very purpose Khan Muhammad with the others were sent to them so that they
ily 1897, from Srae, might not 109t the Hashamzais, K}.Jan M.uhammad checked them from doing so and Murad
pi Khan with his men came back, and if I might not have sent Khan Mubammad, Murad Khan
otifying the widken would have looted and killed all the Hashamzais.
hanks, After that Nur Muhammad went to Seistan with Kafila (in the Mubarram on 12th June
he was fol\?ed b 1897) when Mirdaq Karim Sultan, who was at the time in Daulatabad, saw him and took him
fused to sell sy to Syed Ali at Burj-i-Kohna.
ages with the e The Syed made him happy (razi) and now Nur Muhammad reports that some of the

looted things have been given back already, the remainder will be handed over to them when
yie well s this any of the Hashamzais came for them.
You had better send Mirdad Karim Sultan that we may give him the things back and we
will arrange with him about the murder of his father according to the custom of the country.
We will give him rifles, a daughter, and Karez water, etc., ete.
T If he comes and returns unhappy without any decision, then I am guilty of punishment
g whatever you like.

I have no means or desire to disobey your orders, as you are the owner and master of
Sarhad too.

If Murad Khan does not agree with him (Karim Sultan), I will make Karim happy.

Secondly, you have written some cattle and donkeys have been looted. I beg to say I am
(literally the orders or rule of Sarhad are not in my hands) not the Governor of Sarhad ; if any
other tribe does any mischief, it is all put on the neck of Yar Muhammadzais.

d tome by Hi et
et dely o

Jers of His Hge i
d?d lﬂJ du)y m}em*v:

» . .
gt 1o ol These cattle and donkeys have been looted by Gumshadzais and we have no relation
s Persia 8 o with these people ; Dad Karim is their Sardar, They are in Sarhad under you and you can
stall i B I enquire from them about it.
in the wmnd\{lﬁt : If it is proved that these cattle and donkeys have been looted by my men, I swear by
| Seistah ”aj]bel“'; Hazarat Abas I will pay you double of this loss and I will send my men with the Kafila to you
fin, Ly ¥ for further enquiries.}

3. orders fo ﬂ\t
eﬁsofd ]
1del‘ L] !wl\llhi o
B
Jossés

# These are the men who made the attack on my Girdi post on the night of the 25th August 1897—wvide Appen-

dix A in letter No. 10, dated 28th August 1897. i
P + Vide my previous report—A R i through Baluchistan and Eastern Persia, 1803-1894, page 60.—

b o
Pn‘u K Y o
e A” This letter illustrates the relationship between Jahund Kban, Chief .of' the Damln[, and Sardar Purdil Khan,
L ',jﬂ” Sarhazndi lt‘:ibee if\ Seistan, which shows pretty clearly that the Yagi Damini own allegiance only to the Sarbandi
Bardar.—B, C.
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o GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF KAYANI TRIBE,

(1) MALIK QUTAB-UD-DIN.
(2) Malik Yazali Khan,

T (3) Malik Hyder Khan.

(4) Malik Muhammad Khan,

(5) Malik Jalal-ud-din Muhammad Khan,

by @
Malik Hamza Khan, 1st, (6) Abdul Fateh Khan,

(7) Malik Nasur Khan.

(6} (2)
(8) Malik Jafar Khan, (9) Malik Fateh Ali Khan, 1st.
(11) Malik Asadulla Khan. (10) Malik Muhammad Hassan Khan.
(12) Malik Muhammad Khan, 1st. Malik Muhammad Khan, 2nd.
(13) Malik Lutf Ali Kban, (14) Malik Fateh Ali Khan, 2nd.

-

; : 2 PN Rty A oSl U ok TN |
i | I
£ ¢ ) (2)

E ¢ Malik Hussain Khan. (15) Malik Suleman Khan, 1st.
%i (16) Malik Muhammad Nasur Khan.
Za i
“3 i

K| H (17) Malik Bahram Khan, 1st.

£ (18) Malik Jalal-ud-din Khan, 1st.
] |
ik {
42 . (19) Malik Suleman Khan, 2nd.
23 .
i (20) Malik Bahram Khan, 2nd,
H }
&3 y

o i |

H 1 (2)
Malik Humﬁa)Khan, 2nd. (21) Mulik Jalal-u d-din Khan, 2nd.
! (Il) (2) 3) (1) Nasur Khan, 1st.
a4 Abas Khan. Hussain Khan Gulzar Khan,
fa 2d (Alive.)
) Muhammad Ali Khan. Darwesh Khan. Nasur Khan, 2nd, (2 M. Mubar(nAv?}z.d ;&zim Khan.
1ve.
(Alive and lives at Sarraks,  (Alive and lives at (Lives with his father at
a village to the nortk Kachun.) Brahmabad.)
i e ahe) (3) Ghulam Hyder Khan
and

six others,

(Live with their father at
Deh Lutuf-ulla.)

G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH, Surgeon-Major, 4.M.8.,
Officer in Charge, Seistan Mission.

TEOW minors and living with their father at Daulatet:

RSN
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)
@) dverage temperature of each camp during May 1897—contd,
; TEMPERATURE. AVERAG Ej" -
\ Date. Camp. Burometer, TEMPERATURE.
w Morning. Noon. Evening, " T
Morn- Even-
T“qu‘ hor'y. ing. Noon, ing,
Yon, . o : 5
ing, | oy iy 12 A 72 S $ o s
\\i 1st Moy 1807  o|Robat . . . 75| 100| 103 9| . 26 4
| ; ; : and .| Do. 5 % A 75 101 104 94 26 4 2% 4
‘| = l, 3d .| Do. SRR e 7% 104 106 8| 2645| 26:45(%6 | 96| 100| 90
‘ ‘ ‘ s, .| Do. ST AR 72 89 95 86 | 265 26 4
[ Seat .| Do. 3L Lat g 64 89 92 85| 2645 26 4
| Pl 6th .|Hurmak . . . 61 86 89 82| 26045 o274 61| 86| 89| s2
36‘ i, .| Kacholi . . . 66 9% 98 salif e 2705 65| 95| 98| 89
43‘ 8| 9y 8th - 8 Khakha . ¢ . 60 100 103 96 | 28 05 6 100 | 108 98
9 a :‘M 9th & ‘| Husainabad g s 67 101 104 97 28 67| 101 | 104 97
LIRIE 0th 3 i Doulatabad G I 75 100 101 97| o9
6| o ug 1th sl 6= Do, 5 0 77 100 101 95 28 1 28 |
LI 12ih 5, .i Do. G 78 96 99 ol e o 775115985091 03
[ARCIR ) 13th o T Do. 5 s 77 94 9 90 28 1 28
i &l el 1ath . | Nasratabad s 7 98 100 9 27 95
) 3 Bth |, .| Do SR 7 99 100 9% | 28 05| 279
3565 L ‘w’;) 16th A Do. 4 . 81 101 102 87 28
wl 8lut 17th : Do. IR 81 98 100 85
|l al ol 8th .| Do e 78 94 97 81
| gl ol d 9th ; Do. s 81 100 102 87 J
|l 20th |8 Do. SRR 78 ) 101 92 79| 99| 100 %0
i\ n o4l 20t |y, i Do. S 78 97 100 85
‘ o gl 22nd ; Do. SRR 77 9 98 90 27+ 05
i ‘ ) 28rd Do. B 78 97 99 90| .
\!64 gl ¥ 24th .| Do A 80| 103| 105 93
& 2th .| Do e so| 101| 108 90[ .
4“ UK 2Mth .| Do A 86 103 106 89| 2805 28 |J |
e‘gsﬂ gt 27th . | Qasamabad D 75 104 105 91| eor95| 2775 } wiel Laos 108‘ B
\ | 28th B | [ O o | 27 75
gl n ‘h‘, 206h .| Dehjahangir . . 85| 108| 106 91 85| 108| 106 | 91
g| BEH!; 30th » « | W. Bank of Helmand R. 80 101 104 98 27 7 } " ol e 5H
ML sist 15 ol G, .| m| es| 95| 84| om0 ‘
| L e S
//
| Monthly total . .| 2,363 | 38,047 | 8123 | 2,801
1
e
= L
| DAILY AVERAGE .| 7622 9829 | 10074 | 9035 0
;
Wil 92E B
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i J
Average temperature of each camp during June 1897. 2 \/
| TEMPERATURE. AVERAGE. ’l o
LA
Dat Camp. Barometer. TEMPERATURE. ‘
ate. e
Morning. Noon. Evening. STiy 3 B L
. oon, A
ing, ing. /;
‘ |
|
° J 3 °| 12am| 7eM = 4 ° B i)
o |
’ Do.
95 9% sa| 2r8 | 27 LA
1st June 1867 . | Killah-i-nao . 5 81 9 ! ' |
2nd Do kg 94 95 82 27 8 27 7 l} 77 95 96 83 i ‘ i
0 & . b o P
3rd Do 72 96 97 82 2775 |) |
» . . o The
4th Nasratabad 5 o Vi 105 108 95 s 27° 95 N | 5
» . -~
5th Dao. 79 104 105 97 28 1 27 95 paidh
» . . o5l =ro )
. 05 e i
6th 5 Do. PR s2 107 110 99 28 05 27 8 I
7th Do. 85 106 108 95| 279 27 85 b | .
8t Do. 79 107 108 o1| 2805 209 |rsl| 106| 108| o3 i i
‘ » . o . .
9th Do. o z 78 108 111 94 28 27: 95 i e
» .
10th Do, 82 108 110 94 28: 05 28 £ :
» . . o eece {
11th Do 83 107 108 96 28 15 28 B 3
» . . oy e ‘
12th Do. 5 84 100 102 90 28 05 28 05 |J )
» 5 . .
13th . | Deh Kamali (village) . 78 929 100 89 28 1 27 9 \‘ 78 99 | 100 89 by
k | D
14th - « | S. Bank of Helmand . 75 91 92 83 28 281 g ot % . & 1 x
15th - . Do. do i 7.7 92 93 83 28+ 05 28 i
16th Kachyan 80 102 103 90 28 28 80| 102 | 103 | 9o iy, o Do
» . s Ea
37 . .| Dek Guzbar . . 63 103 104 92| 278 | 2781 68| 103| 104| 93 5, bl
18th Do. Bolai 78 100 101 90 28: 27 85 781 100 | 101 90 i, . Hsih
o .| Do. e
19th .| Jalalabad .« . . 7 96 98 84| 28 28-05| 77| 96| 98| 84 TSN
SOth I .| Deh Daulatabad . . 74 90 93 82 28° 1 28 07| 74| 90| 93| 83 o S
2t . Do. Pulgi (Khamak) . 74 98- eay 84| 28 28 05| 74| 92 [ 84 i, | o
.| Do. Sindak . . 70 o 80| 28 04| o8 i
22nd 5 o, Siadal ) el i N
2rd .| Do. do el 67 84 (M 76| 28007| 28 |Y W, |
o| Jalalabad L . . 71 91 93 81| 2805 N,
24th » alalaba 7 70 92 93 sa J D
25th - X Do. o 3 o 70 93 94 83 28 2 28 05 S i, X
26th o | Iskil . . . 70 98 99 88 28 2 28 05 ][ 1
27th  » «| Do. o g o 65 99 101 88 28: 05 28" 05 | i» 65 99 | 100 87 b, %
28th .| Do. G0 s 61 100 102 86 28 28 l J A, .
29th « | Killah-i-nao o 3 67 105 106 86 28* 27+ 95 v
" 73| 105 | 107 | 86 NI %
30tk 7 e Do. 5 P 81 105 107 85 28+ 270 95 | & i
D,
SR LN %
Monthly total , .| 2262 | 2963 | 2,749 | 2,629 by | oo
T e e | | MDI_{
\ |
l DAILY AVERAGE 5 7540 9876 91'63 8763 | 3 5 |
‘ |
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o dverage temperature of each camp during July 1897,
TEMPERATURE, AVERAGE
S R s 5
—
Date, Camp. Barometer. TEMPERATURE,
Morning. Noon, Evening, T T e
Morn-
iﬁ: Noon, P;;']Cg"'
e T L .
o ° B
12 Ax 7 P ) ° ° o
1st July 1897 .| Killah-i-nao 84 108 104 86 28 27- 87 N
2ud ” Do, . - 80 110 117 93 28 05 o7 87
3rd » o Do. o 82 105 107 91 28 07 27+ 87
athet d Do, S 82 104 106 94| 28-05| 27-85 | 82| 103 | 106| 92
BEREEE R Do. & 81 98 100 04 28' 03 27- 85
Bihed s : Do, o 81 99 101 92 28 279
Ztna Do. o 82 . 28
7th ) . | Deh Sokhta - z o 98 99 93 27 95
Sthia,, o Do. . 83 99 100 91 28 05 27 95 2
8. 99 | 100
(i L BN 5 Do. o S 78 99 100 91 28 05 27+ 95 : %
10th & 3 Do. x A 82 o 53 28 05
10th P . | Kosha Pain - 102 103 92 ¢ 27 9 ‘“
11th ‘ Do. 5 80 101 102 90 28 08 27 9
12th » . Do. 'y virk 102 105 88 28 27 9
13th » & Do, 3 80 103 105 89 28 27 gsf 785| 102 | 104 89
14th 5 % Do. o 4 80 100 103 86 28 05 27 95 |
A5t & Do. SR 78 100 103 87 28 05 27 95 ‘
16t , K Do. A 76 103 106 89 28 1 28 ‘ B
dZthal o|Sehkoha , ', 73 107 110 98 28 1 28 1 ! 73| 107 | 110| 98
8th . | Kosha Pain £ 82 112 113 91 28 05 278 |y
19h 5 Do. 5 A 85 104 107 89 27 95 27 8 |
20th 2 Do. X 82 100 103 92| 27-95| o7 85|
STsEE p Do. " 78 100 102 86 28 27+ 85
22, s Do. B g 104 106 90| 28 o785 |1 79| 103| 108
28, . Do. 5 77 105 109 90 28 27- 85
24th = Do. HaE, 76 106 109 92 28 27 75 |
25th g Do. S 79 112 114 93 27 95 27 75
26th . | Lutufallah , . 2 80 118 116 95 . 27- 75 ‘1
27th » Dot v F x 79 112 115 95 27 9 27 75
28th K Do e et e 78 115 118 95 27+ 85 27- 6 wll sl %
20th of | B S 20 111 114 98| 278 | 276 |
30th Dos iR S i 85 104 106 87 27 9 277
Blst . WhY St A oA 80 97 100 86 28 27 7
Monthly total .| 2487 8,228 | 8,297 | 2,823 o
DAILY AVERAGE .| 8002 | 104'12 | 106'35 9106 (
|
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Average temperature of each camp, during August 1897 . pu
i TEMPERATURE. AVERAGE.
Temperature.
Date. Camp. Barometer. NRRE. B -~ o
Morning. Noon. Evening. Morn- o e
gug ing.
S SE—
° ° ° ° 12 A 7 pm., ° 2 4 o
1st August 1897 . [ Lutfullah . . . 78 99 101 85 27- 05 27- 80| 478| 99| 101| 85
2nd ) .|Diwana . . . 80 102 105 84 27 85 |\
3rd ” Do. b g 78 102 108 84 28 15 27 8 |
4th ,, .| Do poT RRL SHS 75 104 106 87 28 1 27 8 I ! >
5th o .| Do. e S 76 104 107 86 28 27 8 l} LA 105 | 108 | 86
6th o .‘ Do. ER 80 105 108 87 27 9 28 05 \
7th 5 .| Do. R S 77 12 113 89 27 95 28 05 1
8th . Do. Ak 75 108 m 87 27 95 )
9th = .| Kosha Pain 5 3 75 112 114 92 28 27- 85 [y ‘
10th % 5 Do. g 1 3 82 102 108 89 27- 9 27 85 |
11th " .‘ Do. AN 80 101 103 85 27 9 27 85 ‘
12th . .‘ Do. kot 74 98 100 82| 28 05| 278 \
13th ,, ; Do. g8 68 97 99 80 28 1 27 85 \
14th ) Do. SES 68 98 102 83 28 27 85 i
15th & Do. iR 65 99 103 82 28 05 27 85 1
16th 5 Do. s 65 108 106 75 28 00 27- 85 ‘
i7th » . ‘Do. Ga e 63 i04 109 84 28 27 85 ‘
18th o Do. Bt = 70 102 105 80 28 27+ 85 \
19th » . Do. 5 5 67 101 103 80 28 05 27 86 [
20th - 5 Do. ) 69 100 102 80 28 05 27+ 9 68 | 100 1 103 | 80
218t 4 SIS Do, e N 67 97 99 78 28 1 27 9 |
22nd .| Do i S 65 93 95 78| 28 05| 279 i
23rd o % Do. A 60 98 101 80 28 1 27- 9
24th - 5 Do. o . 62 100 104 82 28 05 27 9
25th o 5 Do. . g 75 100 104 78 28 05 27 85
26th 0 5 Do. o L 60 99 103 78 28 05 27 85
27th - Do, I 65 103 106 82 |, 28 05 27 85
28th 5 o Do. o & e ] 70 101 102 78 28 05 279
29th 5 Do. J i 68 101 103 74 28' 05 27 95
30th ,, 5 Do. G 64 100 101 74 28" 05 27 95
31st 5 5 Do, S 63 99 102 73 28 05 27 95 (J
Monthly total .| 2184 [ 8,144 | 8,193 | 2,634 &
DAILY AVERAGE .| 7045 | 10132 | 103:00 8174
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o dverage temperature of each camp, during September 1897,
TEMPERATURE,
-
Date. Camp.
Morning, Noon, Evening,
= ° ° o
1st September 1897 Warmal . & 99 101 80
2nd 3 .| Do . . . 60 X i
2nd 5 . | Aspi Chah . 0 s 99 100 78
3rd » . Do. . . . 60| ..
3rd o . | Dahana-i-Shelag River 99 100 80
4th 45 % Do. 62
4th [ . | Langar-i-Baba Rahdar % 99 100 80
5th 0 . Do. 62 o
5th 5 . | Parwaz-gu . 5 90 93 72
6th » Do. . . 5 64 89 90 72
7th & . Doty 5 o 65 95 96 78
8th A Do. . . = 65 95 96 78
9th £ N Do, . 5 65 94 9% 78
10th b 5 Do. . . c 66 97 100 78
11th " Do. G 68 9 97 78
12th ) Do. . . . 68 93 95 80
13th 4 Chel-Dukhtran . 5 70 95 98 80
14th o Do. Th e 70 94 9% 80
15th o o Do. . - 68 93 94 80
16th o . Do. . . 67 95 96 80
17th s . | Chah=Bedu . . 97 99 81
18th 5 Do. i Srdl 76 96 97 80
19th £ . | Darwaz-gu 5 . 75 e
1¥th .| Do R e 9% 96 80
20th ,, . | Shelag Ford 5 o 70 92 93 78
218t » . | Girdi Chah - . 72 95 96 82
22nd 6 . Do. - . 70 96 97 82
28rd . ) Do. LB, 70 9 98 82
24th & ; Do. . o 70 o o0
24th . . | Chah-i-Muhammad Raza| 93 95 80
Rhan,
25th » + | Kosha-Pain . of e 92 94 68
26th ) Do. . . 57 94 95 68
27th X Do. 5 oA 57 98 100 70
B/h Do. e 63 95| 98 70
0th .| Do. Tl 62 85 88 66
30th ” o Do, 55 62 88 91 67
Monthly total .| 1,784 2,834 2,883 2,306
DAILY AVERAGE .| 5945 | 9445 961 | 7685

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S

AVERAGE.
Barometer, Temperature.
l!m'n- Even-
ing, | Noom |5
12 A, 7 parL ° ° ° .
& 28' 05
60| 99| 10
281 = E o[ S0
28 1
60| 99| 10
28" 05 } s
28 1
62| 99| 100
28 05 & } £
27 6
62| 99| 100
7| . % &0
% 26+ 25 [y |
26" 4 26+ 8
26 5 26+ 2
2635 | 262 [
66| 94 95| 7
2635 | 26 2 ,} 44
26 4 26 2 ’
26' 35 | 262 [
26 4 2 2 |J
26 4 26" 2
26 4 26 2
60| 94| 96| 80
26 35| 26' 2
26+ 30 ..
25 5
§ A SE R L
25* 64 25 6
26 2 E
75| 95| 96| 80
26* 3 1 |
1 26 1 |
26 1 2 2 ) i
26 8 2% 8 I 2
to| 95| 97| 81
25 89 25 83 l | |
271 i i
27 7 W| e8| 5| s0
1
) 27 95 N !‘
oros | o7l ;’
279 | 208 l %
|s60| 92| 94| 68
27 9 27 8 } |
27 95 27 85 | | ;
|
28 05| 27 93 |J |
‘ X
\ !
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= Ave ¢
~.) o verage temperature of eack camp during November 1897
m“ﬁ[
TEMPERATURE, '
'femp(m O R AVERAGE.
4 e
Fral pveny 0D M
Vo, Tlste: S Temperat
. X ature.
g, Ny by Morning. Noon, Evening Barometer, \;
Ry y i
~| Morn- Even-
i‘ £4is0 N bl AL ing.
MRE =5 e e
|
| | ° ° o -
i || 12 A m. 7 ey b 2 ° °
| '
)
; 1st November 1897 | Sultang Reg 58 s
i 1 : &
| | 1st N .| Mazzil ., 88 90 65 26 5 )
| | omd Do. 7 45| .. R SR 0 BGD
1| | i
1 2nd s . | Jhulii . . 78 80 62 i 78| 8| 62
il ‘ Gl . | Chahei-Sandan 48 : T o
b ‘ 8rd n Darigan 80 82 ;S x> 80 82
1 ‘»55 B g \ 3rd N . | Meroi . " e . 65 . 26* 8
3| ‘ Mh DoliRraeant A % 87| . % g |
'}‘ 4th o .| Gut-i-hamoon 85 B78 S 85| 87
i 4th . | Chah-i-Ismail ; : 63 26+ 95
‘ 5th .| Do 5 47 ’ 26+ 96 E 4 £
i 5th % .|Shalgaz ., 85 87 85 | 87
3‘1 5th ” « | Dalbundin . . oo e 63 26 9
47| 87| 88| 63
| 6th e Do. ; a7 87 88 64| 2697 g
i | : 7th . .| Kundarak . adil 26+ 93 44
§) || "o, .| Yadgar ., 85 87 64 269 | .| 8| s | 64
L sh .| Sand desert . 8| . 26 95 33| ’
L [ab Bh o fPadeg . 8ahl ST (R .| s s
| g |
| 8th . . | Ridgaz . . " 82 26 93 [ 82
[} .
), gl Wwt 9th & .| Pagdan . . 45 s 4 e 45 f
| A 9th P . | Shakar Chah G B 85 89 5 1 85 89
| L IR0
} \ 9th - .| Joor Kaian, " 48 26 95 (b s 48
’g loth . | Nushki . 42 83 85 26 3 42| 8| 85
il \‘; 10th » . | Kishingi o o 45 o 25 55 5 ( 45
i 11th i . | Bala Kotal o 34 e 24 2 34 5
8 | ‘ L, .|Gul-gang . . 81 84 45 . 24 7 ool bl
ol W
¥ 13th o 3 i T L e 24 2 “
,5’ | 12th x . | Shaikh Wasal . 80 82 .‘ 80| 82
Bl 12th . . | Tilari : i 42 24 65
4 o.0.
| | 13th - Do. . 28 24 7 + 28 80 82 42
Bl k. ' 12 0c. |
) P » .| Do. ol 80 R w . |J
It
5 | 3 jo.c.
i | Bt . | Quetta 72 74 39 24 3 y 72| 74| 89
5 I“f ot i Sl bt A
g
Gl e ! Monthly total 565 | 1,154 | 1,184 747 g
[ ]
| 8" | g
“ s:i |1 e PSS
i) 93//
. ¥ DAILY AVERAGE 434 | 8876 | 9107 674 . " e .
T
w [,
|~
-~ "
I
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of special interest during the journ

[Army Medical Services] 1897." [39v] (83/131)

6th April 1897

{ 6th

7th

9th

Date.

. | Quetta

Girdi Talab

. ”»

Kanak Camp
. | Barak Pass
Kard Gab

. »

Chedai Pass, 1st
» 2nd

. | Kishangi

. »
. | Pass, 1st
.| » 2n0d

. ”»

. »

Shakar-chah

. »

. »

Pass .

Ridgaz

. »

. »

Badin-chah

. »
»
. | Yadgar-chah
»

. »

Pishuk

Dalban=din

Karir

. » .

. | Khargosh Khan

. »

. »

Shorob

. »

Place.

Nushki, Water mill

Ahmad-wall .

66

Appendix F.

imate elevation of each camp, spring, pass, and other place

Hour,

. 1 5, .
.| 8-35 e .
.| 845 5 .
.| 6-45 A .
W90 5 .
L1125 5

6-45 AM.
. 910 4 .
o 960 4 .
.|10-0
.| 6% 2. .
7oA.
.| 6% P .
.| 63 aAa .
3 P.M.
ke o)
.| 6-80 A, .
AR 0e
.| 1-15 par .
Al S
. 6F o, .
.12 pioe
bl | L4 »

.| 6% AM. .
ol |k » e
7 PM, .
. 6 AM .
.12 i o
o 5% Par .
o7 oAM.
.| 8-45P.M,.

11 e
7 Awm .

1-45 .M. .

70 Aar .

el.
Approxi-
Aneroid. mate
height.
.
245 5,611
247
; 5,374
247
2475 5,317
2415 6,010

248
5,260

24:8
247 5,376
2475 5,317
255 4,474
256 4,363
255 4,474
2595 4,034
26:35
26:2 % 3,700
2615
2645

% 3,405
266
26:9 )
26:95

2,694
27
269 g
26:95 2
27 2,859
R
27
269 g 2,870
27
27:05
26:95 % 2,859
2705
2695 2,911

26 95
26'75
2675

2675

26'9
27 t% 2,911

;

e ———

REMARK.
—

Owing to the rapid move-
ments of the mission,
heat prevailing, varied
hours of marching, be-
sides much other work
regular observations could
not be carried out.

Observations were taken on
all high peaks and passes

crossed, in addition to
places of halt.

For further particulars of
weather changes, prevail-
ing wind, etc., the reader
is referred to the meteoro-
logical observations, ap-
pendices 1, J, and K.

b

W

b

ijM

®

o

W o

%
L)
LY

Wiy gy
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) i Aneroid readings, etc.—contd,
(
Approxi.
Date, Place. Hour, Aneroid, pn!:ate‘ REMARK.
height. :
S PN ISR AT e
£t
18th April 1897 o | Asa well® | . o| 90 P, 27:6 *Violent storm accompanied
by thunder, lightni d
19th . » . . «| 80 an. . 279 % 2,035 rain on uightgf IS‘éIhg.an
19th .| Zeh SRR £10°0 SR | or
1,832
20th rr S e Sl :

0
=3
&

19th e 3 e o o] 20 M., 279 ‘
|

Paniham . . «| 80 »u, ., 279 "

|

21st » . » . . «| 80 A . 2785

|
§
3
;
5

21st & « | Isa-Tahir Spr, . | 616 , 27'65

22nd : & Rl 7 R (0775 -
22nd ”» « | Kondi, well . . CA LAY el s e 273

23rd . » & . | 8 am.. 273 & o
24th » « | Mashkija-well . .| 8 A ] 2675 ‘

24th . w e« o 4 Pm.| 2665 e
24th o|LowPass . . .| 780 , .| 2635 ! 8,547
24th » + | Toz-gi Spr. . ol 90 , . 264 1

25th : K .« .| 76 am .|+ 265 } o
25th 2 c 5 S - o 9% e 263 8,601 | On hill to east.
25th » o | Pass No.1 . . +| 860 ML, . 2625 8,655
25th » ] » No.2 . . (12 am. 2635 3,647
26th B » | Siastargi . . |11 P 0 269 2,964
26th T « | Goran Pass, No. 1 . «| 2§ P, 2665 3,334
26th » . - No.2 . o 245 , . 2655 3,334
26th » « | Amalaf Spr. . . «(10-0 , . 269

27th A " .« .| 80 am .| 2695

27th 5 5 oy - = +| 80 BM.. 26'9 e
28th - . » . . o| 5-0 AM. . 2685

28th  ,, + | Saindak Spr. 3 Jleas . 267 3,175
28th » «|Pass . . . - 915 , 2645 8,424
23th » « | Kirtaka, Spr. . .| 2 mM. 2645

28th A 5 M| S e | 19648 38,440
20th  ,, 4 . ol 6 am .| 2647

20th .| Pass . 3 5 o| 945 , . 25
29th .|RachaSpr. .« . .| 12 , . 2595

20th S{paa o . e ranl| a0 } Jok
80th - « | Lashkariab Spr. . ) » . 26'6 )

30th . e i S B TSI ) 3,387
1st May 1897 1 % 2l R Sy B ;
b, - | Robat e . e|18 o] 264

1st . 2 . . A .| 8 P, 264 % 8,494
2nd e = ot 8 A . 264

b
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Aneroid readinfgxf:ic;;a)llﬁd- ° %
E Approxi-
Date. Place, Hour, Aneroid. ]lzxi:‘;t;t‘ REMARK, /
SR ft. ¥
2nd May 1897 . | Robat . . SRz PM. . 26'4 ) ®
3rd D . H 8 aAM. . 2645
3rd » . » 7 BM.. 2645
4th  » e e 7 aMm .| 263 . g
4th » . » . . 8 P.M. . 264 :
5th » . » tf AM. . 2645 £
| 5th » . » . . 9 PRM. . 264 ;
6th » 5 55 7 am.. 2645 |J :
6th ”» . ” 9 » 26" g
6th » . ‘ Ziarat Malik Siah . 11 5 e 264 3,430 P
6th . . ‘ Hurmak Spr. o 50 P.M. . 274 } 200 !
ZEhsietss '.‘ oy 6-0 AM. . 27'3 )
Tth . | Kachali-well . 5.0 par. .| 2708 1033 i
8th » . ‘ » s 5 6 AM 2785 )
8th » ‘ » . . .| 6 =®a. 28-08 ) S n
oth. & o e e SEE28+08 § "
9th » . | Husain-abad . o 7% PM. . 28" 1,832 %
10th » . | Doulat-abad . 5 .]12 A, 279 N 8
11th » . » 7 B e 281 "
11th » » . 7 mM 28
12th » . - . . 8 AN 28°1 L 1300
12th » . » . 5 7 BN 28 I "
18th > 5 s 6 AN 281 .
13th » . » 7  PM 28 =
14th 5 . » . 6 A i8 -
14th » . | Nasratabad . 7 PM 2795 ) o
15th . » G EEsy 7% Am. 2805 e £
15th 5 . » 7 P 27:95 S %
16th » . » 7 AM 28 ¥
18th » . | Muk-Surkh SRy 2715 S R
Wth . » % [ sii | o S e | 2705 l .
19th & Pass No.1 . . A 9= 5T 26 ! i
s : 5 ; e s ! On the Palang Koh to )
19th 5 [N s, e Lo ees | Een ¢ the west of Seistan.,
19EHEEE . | Baba Rohdor Spr. . B let A 26 A 'u
19th . ,, Ziarat Sl s g 2585 4,464 L]
JOUREE .|Omarspr. . . .l12§ P .| 2555 4419 [J 1ty
LS - | Aspi e TEET 2785 i
22nd ” . | Nusrat-abad . 8 5 27-03 ) B
ZR » 5o 7 A o805 |5 " I
26th .| Knsam-abad . A 8 rpar . 28
BT » 5 s TR 27:05 1,933
a5 % ”» . . .| 6 P 2775
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\
) Aneroid readings, ete,—contd,
R“ARL \J —
Approxi-
\ Date. Place, Hour, Aneroid, mate REMABE,
height, |
i
£t
30th May 1897 W;;gt bank of Hulmond | 4 2. . 277
e Milak village,
R BiLlr |
Slst  » . » s s e 2,035 2775
2,088 ft.
1st June 1897 . » .| 6% an . 278
1st » . | High gravelly ridge .|10 w. 299 e Near Khaja Ahmad,
1st » . | Killah-i-nao c Al hea, 2775
2nd . » . st b EEE g v 278
2,01
2nd » . » . . A GEs Py, 277 &
8rd . » 0L o oL Bl T
4th o « | Nusrat-abad . : B T S oS 2795 [ 5
g
5th » . » . - .| 70 am, ., 281 2
S
5th o 3 5 5 " .| 70 B . 27:95 s
6th » . » . g | 70 A, . 2805 if
&
6th - » o a0 s pae | TR aTis = .
7th » . » . - | L W 279 3
7th . » e+ .| B ma.| 2785 |
B
8th . " e o |7 cam .| 2808 ®
]
8h ; % o oW eeeae | 970 v 1sis g‘
S
9th » . ”» . . Tl LS AT, 28" b;
D .
9h 5 * « o |6t mm.| 2res £
S
]
10th . 3 R 7 ‘ax .| 2808 g: !
S
10th = 3 a7 e s, 28" o
w8
11th » . » n 7 am .| 2815 :Z
]
1ith . » b o | P e P E §
12th 5 » P 6 am, .| 2805 E §‘
s
2t , s o Songan ul ee ey | S 205 ) i
Isth + | Kamali G o AT B |
18th e R e NG B S B ) 1,832
4th s ki e e L B A, 28
15th .| South bank of Hamoon .| 7% Par . 28'1 Near Haidmi,
15th P % = oils GEAAN, . 2805 1,782
15th o5 I 5 .| 6% =M. . 28°
b 16th . | Kochyan 5 5 6 am. 28
Palog 30
'lhe;wfgimm 6th 2 7 I e o laeEarary; 28 1,832
th (e e el aach, [ 128
17th ,, . | Gazbar . o oo VoL ALY, 2785 ]
”th o < 6 pa.| 218 [} 1,938
18th R e S R PR S e r} i
18th .| Bolai . 2 o ol s DL RRI 2785 r} e
A
ot , GE R 6 am. 28 |
19th al LI G AT 2805 | *On eastern bank of Rud-i-
? -/ Jalalabad ¥ ‘2 1,762 Dashak, a western arm
20th s s s e .} 6 Aa .| 281 | of Rud-i-Parian. |
o
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Aneroid readings, ete—contd.

20th June 1897

20th »
21st »
21st »
i 22nd »
22nd »
23rd »
23rd »
24th »
25th 2
25th »
26th ”»
26th »
27th »
27th »
28th »
28th ”
29th »
29th »
30th 2
30th 7

1st July 1897

1st o
2nd o
2nd 5
3rd »
3rd T
4th »
4th »
5th »
5th »
6th »
6th »
7th o
7th ”»
8th »
8th ”»
9th »
9th i
10th »
10th »

. | Margu .

. | Daulatabad .

» .
Pulgi
» . .
Saidak .
»
»
»
Jalalabad
»
» .
Iskel . .
»
”»
” -
» L]

» .
»
»
» .
» .
»
»
» .
. » .
»
»
»
» .

. | Kosha-Pain .

Hour.

PM. .

AM, .

P.M. .

AN, .

P.M, .

AM. .

P.M, .

AM, .

P.M, .
AM. .

AM, .

P.M, .
AM. .
P .
AM. .
P.M. .
AM. .
P.M. .

AM, .

Approxi=
Aneroid. mate
height.

282 1,832

28:07 |
|€ 1,802
28 |

28:05
E 1,792
2804

2807
28

1,800

2805 |
282

2805 | 1,762
282
28:05
28:05
2805
1,812
28
28
28 J
2795

2787 ||
28:05
27-87
28:07
1,882
27-87
28:05
2785
2803
27:85
28

28
27:95
2805

27:95
) 1,832

28:05 (

2795 ]

2805 |/

27-9 1,882

REMARK.

L=

W o,
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Aneroid readings, ete.—contd.

72

30th July 1897.
31st »
31st »

1st August 1897

1st » .
2nd » s
2nd » O
3rd » .
3rd » 5
4th » 0
4th » .
5th ” .
5th » .
6th » .
6th »
7th »
7th »
8th »
8th » g
9th »
9th » 0
10th ”» i
10th »
11th » .
11th »
12th »
12th » .
13th » .
13th » .
14th » .
14th ”
15th »
15th »
16th » .
16th » .
17th »
17th »
18th »
18th » .
19th »
19th »

Place.

-—

« | Lutfulla . .

o . . .
5 a .
o . . .
» 4 3
”» 2 be

Diwana . . .

» .,
e .
»
» 2
”» L]
”» s i
» ) d
» ’ Y
» o
» Q0
» B i
» $
Kosha-Pain .
» »
» e
» i
” g p
» . $
” L} L
» . . .
» .
» . .
»
» . . .
” . .
” L
» . . .
» . .
» .
» . .
» . .
» . o
»
» .
» . . .

Hour.

7 .M.
8 AM.
7 P.M.
7 AM.
6 p.M.
6 AM,
7 pa,
74 AL
7 pa
7 AM.
7 P
7 AN,
8 P
7 A,
9 P.M.
7AM,
7 B,
6 AL
7 e
8} A,
7 P,
6 AL
7P,
7 AL
7 P
7 AM.
7 o
7 AM.
7 e,
6 AN,
7 e,
7aM,
7 P,
8 aar
7rm,
8 AM,
7 e
7aM,
7M.
7 A,

7 o,

Aneroid.

o o7
| es
o2
| eres
.| ers
. o2res
2785
.| 2815
278
| 281
278

278
279
28:05
27'95
28:05
s 27°95
3 27:85
28

5 2785
5 279
E 2785
279
27-85
2805
2785
281
2785
28

5 27-85

2805

. 27-85

Approxi-

mate REMARK.
height.
ft.
278
2088 2,035 ft.
2795
1,882 il
’ 1,882 £t
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Date.

Place,

8th S eptember 1897 . | Darwazgu Spr. .

8th
8th
9th

| 9th
9th
9th
10th
10th
11th
11th
12th
12th
13th
13th
14th
14th
15th
15th
16th
16th
16th
17th
17th
17th
17th
18th
18th
19th
19th
20th
21st
21st
22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
24th
24th
25th
25th
26th

» .
. | Shah Beg . .

Darwazgu Spr. .

.| Pass . .
. | Sar Baghi

Darwazgu, Spr. .

» s
»

. » v

. » .

. » .

. ”»

. | Pir Suran, Pass
.| Sar-i-Baghi ,, .
» Spr.

. | Kaichi Hamoon

. | Pass

5 “ Chah-i-Bedu

. Darwazgu

. | Baba Rahdar

. | Mukh-Surkh . 3
. | Ziarat .

»

. | Raigak Well

Approxi-

;

T o~ YN

- —_—

74
Aneroid readings, ete~contd.
Hour. Amount.
of 6FAM. 2635
.| 7raL 2624
o |12 AN, 238
63 A 26'35
81 AM. o 25'5
o] 2% P 241
of 7RM.T . 262
7TAM., . 264
7 P, . 262
7 A, . 26'35
7 2. . 262
7 AN, 264
o| 72 26'2
7 AnL 26'4
7. 26'2
7am. . 264
o| 7raM. 262
o 7aM. 2635
of 72 . 262
7am. 26'3
5 P.M 2512
10} P.M 2488
3 A . 253
.12 a0 259
. ‘ 2 P.M. 2546
5 k 7 pM 255
o 7aM.
C “ 7 P,
} 7 AN
| 7®ar
5 l 7eM
. ‘ 7 A
“ 7M.
: 7 A,
A \ 7 p.M.
. “ 7 A,
| 7rar
‘\ 9 A,
| 7M.
. j 4 AL, 2775
3 \ 7 .M, 95
‘; 7 AM.

mate
height.

ft.

3,601

6,423
3,601
4,474
6,069

3,601

4,808
5,169
4,696
4,034

4,618

4,430

3,601

8,926

-

REMARK.

263

8,601 .

8,601 ft.

25'54
4,430 ft.

260
3,26 ft.

14 00 o
o #
oo
o
W o
W 0
B
B
]
w

#
[
B
&

lth

I
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P

75

/

Aneroid readings, ete~contd,

B‘hn‘ ———— BT
=3 Dats; Place, Hour, Aneroid, A};?xé“ REMARK.
> height,
:;j';a\ﬁ £t.
3 26th September 1897 . | Lashkaran . - o| 9aM 27497 1,863
27th » of Wermal o 7am .| 279 1,933 | 7ide entry under date 1st
September 1897.
27th » « | Kosha-Pain . . |6 278 [
28th » . » . . o 7ann . 279
28th » . » . . o| 6par . 278
29th » . » . . o 6aM, 2795
29th » . » . . | 6PM. . 27-85
30th » . » . . «| 6an. . 2805
30th » . » . . .| 622 . 27°98
1st October 1897 . " . . <] 6aM . 2805
1st » . » . . .| 62 . 27:98
% 2nd » . » . . .| 6AM, . 2805
I, 2nd » . ”» . . | 6P . 27-93
3rd ”» . » . . | 6AM. . 281
3rd » . o Shae & e 6 parg FUlEt 2768 by o795
4th » . 2 . . «| 6AM. . 2805 1,882 fs.
4th » . » . . «| 6P . 2785
5th » . » . . «| 6AM, . 28'02
5th » . ”» . . «| 6P . 2785
6th » . T . . «| 6AM. . 2805
6th » . T by ofl Genae Gl J
7th » . ) . . «| 6aM. . 2807
7th » . N . . «| 62 . 2787
8th » . O . . of 6aM. . 2805
8th » . » . . .| 6raL . 27'86
9th o 5 - . B A B A S 2807
9th » . » . . «| 6. . 27-85
10th X 8 " oL e .| 2805 [
10th X .| Chah+i-Md, Raza Khan .| 6ear. .| 2807 1,802
11th » . | Girdi Well « . .| 6aAM. . 2805 } 1810
11th ,, . o . . «| 6P.M. . 2803
12th o . | Loariab Spr. « - .| 62 o 2672 8,170
12th - : 5 Sl Gy ol s 3,430
wl 13th o) .| Sard-Baluchab . .| 6mar. .| 264
ﬁ 14th . _ 3 . .| 5aMm. . 26'5
14th » o Juri Well . 3 .| 6pM. . 271
15th . o s S [ Tetaar | e
16th N i o o o R o) TR
L 2 |Gt ) G 0| P : ) E 1,830 | Vide entry under date 11th
16th 3 oill ums . . «| 6parn . 2803 October 1897.
17th » . | Harmak Spr. . .| 6BM.. . 272 % 2,603 | | 7ido ontry under date 6t
17th . 4 - .ol eam L) 2784 May 1897.
| K2
| 2
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Aneroid readings, etesmcontd.

18th October 1897

19th
19%th
20th
20th
21st

21st

22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
24th
24th
25th
25th
26th
26th

27th
27th
28th
28th
29th
29th
30th
30th
31st

1st November 1897

2nd
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
4th
4th
4th
4th
5th
5th
6th
7th

Date.

Place.

Padgi Spr.

Malik Siah Koh

. | Robat Spr, «

Lashkarab

»

. | Chah-i-Bohair,

Kacha.

»

. | Saindak Spr.

Darand Koh

Pass

« | Amir Chah

” »
Mizzil Spr. .
Chah-i-Sandan

»

+ | Gat-i-Barut .

« | Darigan

. | Meroi Spr.

» .

Low Pass, 1st
» 2nd

Ismail .

» . .

.| Dalbandin .

2 s .

+ | Kundrak .

. | Yadgar

Hour.

«| 64

o] 9aAM.
o 6RM.
«| 6AM
o| 6P
6 AN,
«| 62M.
6 AN,
o| 62,
«| 6an
S e,
6 A,
6 p.ar.
6 AN
6 P
6 AL

New | 6 pan

o 6AM,
6 P.M.
6 AL
«| 6rM.
6 AM,
6 p.L.
+ |11 A,
6 .M.
6 A,
6 par.
.| 6P,
6 A,

ey

7.

o 6anr

5-15 p.. .

«| 9-50 A .

6 p.y,
o 4am

6 P,

o| 6am
of 6an

4 p..

9-50 A, .

Aneroid.

2623

24778
2665
26'7
2665
267
2665
267
26'6
2665
2655
266
2655
2666
2645
2657
26'45

26'5
2641
2641
263
2642
2664
26*
26'05
2607
26'5
2665
268
2657
263
26'8
26'87
2667
266
26:95
26'96
269
2697
2693
269

mate
height.

ft.

5,310

L 3,404

3,406

3,405

3,170

—_— Y N A A

} 3,154

3,318
8,601

% 3,038

} 2,911

Approxi-

REMARE.

Vide entry under date 1st
May 1897.

At Boundary Pillar No.
186.

Vide entry under date 1st
May 1897.

Vide entry under date 28th
April 1897,

g
/ g
|
gy
] .“h'
R P
W
L B
w " \
i » ’
W e
w
: |1
W
o
Jb
w
|1
| I
J1
g “
wor |
o
B
%
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~

N

(i
\ Aneroid readings, eto.mconcld.
gy —
Date. Place. Hour, Aneroid, A):K]])::;:i- REMARK
\ height. : {
|
ft.

g. “dfldm]& 8th November 1897 . | Padak 3 3 IO AT, S 2695
hr; n . Sth -y s » . . . .| 42m, 2693

9th > . | Shakar-Chah . . .| 6r . 26'95 2,694

10th =3 . | Nushki 5 a o] 6kam . 263

10th 5 & » . o .| 6rM. . 264 2 B9

10th a3 . [ Rugged rocky Pass, 1st .| %7-45 2, . 2585

10th ”» . »”» 2nd .| 9-15 e . 25'55

10th » « | Kishangi . . .| 1240 pv, . 25'65 4,470
7 izl 11th » . | Balla-Kotal . 3 ] 6AamM. 242
f 11th S SN e i RO o e T

11th » .| Adam Zai . . .| 6rM, . 248

12th » .| Barak Pass . . .| 6am 4 242

12th »  «|Tilari Camp . .| 9mx .| 2465

13th BT neate: Lot | caann o] L By } o

13th 5 .| Pass . . . .| 12.10 A, 237

13th . « | Quetta . . . .| 8ra . 24'8 5,511

G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH, Surgeon-Major,
Officer in charge, Seistan, Mission,

1yl i
L8

\
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on the west
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Appendix G-

i i e south of the Seistan Hamun and along the range of hills
List of wells and sprinys to the south of i Siah Ko,

between Palang Kok a

SERIAL NUMBER CORRESPONDING WITH THOSE ON Mar No. IL

List of walering places temporarily inkabited by
which grazing is found.

Nomads and flockeowners in the vicinity of

No. Name of place.

221 | Kandak Well

222 | Sari , (old)

223 | Dashak (ruined)
224 | Asak Well

295 | Akhor+i-Raksh-i-Rust

226 | Gumbaz-i-Khadija
927 | Lashkaran Well
228 | Kundi Spring
229 | Juzak 5

230 | Darwazgu ,,

231 | Chehal-Dukhtaran

232 | Juz Spring

233 | Shor-Sheerin ~ ,,
234 | Kund-i-Gazy
235 | Jhulli Well
236 | Butak
287 ‘ Kaftargu ,,
238 | Shah Beg ,,
239 | Omar Spring

am . . .

240 | Ziarat-i-Baba Rahdar

241 | Pir Soran Pass

" 242 | Kaichi Well

243 | Regak Spring
244 | Sar-Baghy ,,
245 | Padagi -
246 | Sar-i-Gudar Pass
247 | Kaftargu 5
248 | Chaida Band ,,
249 | Chah-i-Allah Dad
250 | Turshop Spring
251 | Jori Well 5
252 | Bejarabi Spring
253 | Chah-i-Balochab
254 | Juzak . .
255 l Sar-i-Balochab .
256 | Lariab Spring .
267 | Padgi o
258 | Hurmak ,,

259 | Madan ,,

260 | Bag 4y a
261 | Makki ,, e
262 | Diwana Well .
263 | Padagi Spring .
264 | Wavaila ,, .
265 | Padagi ,, .
266 | Tasak e

REMAREKS.

N

‘N

These are situated on the Shelag
plain to the south of the Hamun.

. J Elevation 1,863 feet.

o o o o o

Elevation 3,601 feet.
4,865

» »

» o 3928

» 3 2

2,859 ,,

’»

Elevation 4,419 feet.

Elevation 4,696 feet.

Elevation 3,387 feet.
r 380

Elevation 2,500 feet.

tices of the hills on the desert plateaus and in the

valleys.

The remainder are situated in the inters

G. W. BRAZIER-CREAGH, Surgeon-Major, A.M.8.,

Officer in charge, Seistan Mission,

1898.
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Iﬁdﬂ

S

3
-

I CU.
3§ | Deh Mastl
o | labidan.
g5/ Al Abod.
3t | Deh Jamge ¥
9|, Nabor,
% | kil

19 | Kasim Abad
§) | Zianatei-Bibi

ol e

8 | Malik Hai¢
40| S¢h Killah,
41| Deh Buzi,
41| Siab-Sar,

4| Karior Ty
44| Bunjar,

4| Deh Akbar
4| ,, Jabbas
i1 Dargi,
8], Kool,
4| Bals-Khar
0| Tughari,

—

T

53‘Kahp-baz
i; §aftzrgi_

urjo.§;
55 Kiu}ak.m
Ul \Fasloon_
# l\lhamk‘

jant.q
" by A
n| » G
"y Yar

|
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79
Ml : Appendix H.
Kok, Y Tndew List of all Villages in eack Nawar of Seistan, 1897.
SERTAL NUMBER CORRESPONDING To Map No, 1I.
N [Further particulars of all villages in each Nawar will be incorporated in the Gazetteer of Seistan.—B, 0]
ol — — v U
No. Name of Village. No. Name of Village.
Whery iy g . N
"“M”‘“NM First Nawar.
1 | Kuhak (ruined). 121 D
e 2 Khavnjzg Ahma?d. ‘ 13 B:ithlgniu.hammad Rt
Rauigg;, 8 | Allah Din. | 14 | Kalukhi.
4 | Karim Dad. 15 | Deh Jahangir,
- 5 | Deh Mirza. 16 | ,, Nawab,
(73 . g}ahu.(éult&.} }Z i l]\luha.mmad Kalb-i-Ali.
s Sharif Khan. | 8 | Tilfak.
8 ,; Husain Khan, | 19 | Seh-Khadang,
situate] o0 b 9 | ,, Ghulam Khan. | 20 | Deh Khanam.
besonthe by o e lah, - 21| 5, Mulla Abdullah.
1 ,» (Gazma, |
e !
: Second Nawar.
)00 fet < |
e it 22 | Kand. {81 |Deh Arbab Ali Akbar,
R 28 | Deh Masti. I 82| , Haji Ali Akbar.
! 24 | Zahidan, | 83 G];ll Muhammad Beg.
i 25 | Ali Abad. 34 | Shaitan,
1 26 | Deh Jange Khan, ‘ 85 | Burj-Afghan,
27 | ,, Nahor. 86 | Deh Asghar.
i 28 | Iskil, ‘ 37 | Bolai.
i 29 | Kasim Abad. || 88 | Gazbar.
h 30 | Ziarat-i-Bibi-Dost. ‘ \
(410 b Gt ol 1
109 ‘
Ll i Third Nawar.
) 39 | Malik Haideri. 51 | Piran,
o fet 40 | Seh Killah. 52 | Kachian,
H 41 | Deh Buzi. 53 | Killah-i-Nao.
3981 feh ‘l 42 | Siah-Sar. 54 | Deh Nao.
2830 » ] 43 | Kari or Tapa-daz. 55 | ,, Rahdar. /
0 i i 56 Ghulam Ali
Lt i | Bt 57 | . Hadimi.
N AKbar, 1] o
) 46 ,e Jabbar, 58 :, Mansuri,
i 47| ) Dargi. 59 | ,, Tsar.
i 48 | ,, Kool. 60 | ,, Kamali,
| 49 | Bala-Khana. 61 | Allah-abad.
) 50 | Taghari. 62 | Nasir-abad,
1
‘ Fourtin Nawar.
i il e s, Lo
L 63 | Kalap-baz. i 73 | Deh Alari.
} 64 | Kaftargi. | ;}‘ T”t Jlala.l.
! & s ' 5 | Jotegh. .
? et farband | 76 | Killah Zero (vuined).
‘ 2(75 Wla“s’?oc;n. | 77 | Karbasak.
1 68 | Khamak. 78 | Said-Usaf.
1 69 | Ziarat-Gab 79 | Fatah-Ullah.
' AL Tofar 80 | Husain-abad, Bala.
: R 81 | Killah-i=Ghulaman
;; ;: ggrrll\;luhammad. 81a| Nusrat-abad,
' 'y\sﬂ — — - — e
m-ﬂ“f""A )
N
chatfo

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/299. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000060



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100109273608.0x000060?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Report on The Mission to Seistan, by Surgeon-Major G. W. Brazier-Creagh, A.M.S

[Army Medical Services] 1897.' [46v] (97/131)

80

Appendix H—contd.
TIndex List of all Villages in each Nawar of Seistan, 1897.

SERIAL NUMBER CORRESPONDING TO Mar No. II.

[Further particulars of all villages in each Nawar will be incorporated in the Gazetteer of Seistan.—B. C.]

No. . Name of Village. No. Name of Village.
|
| Fifth Nawar.
I 82 | Said Muhammad. 91 | Baghak.
| 83 | Pulki, 92 | Siah-Sar.
| 84 | Luf. 93 | Kool,
85 | Dashtak. 94 | Jazinak.
86 | Kang. 95 | Kundarak (ruined).
87 | Bahram-abad. 96 | Ass-Ghazi.
88 | Deh Mir. 97 | Deh Nao, 2nd.
89 | Chung-i-Murghan. 98 | Afzal-abad.
90 | Ibrahim-abad. 984| Husain-abad.
Sixth Nawar.
99 | Shahristan. 134 | Podina.
100 | Killah-Nao or Burj-Nao. 135 | Abas Khan.
101 | Killah-Kohna or Burj-Kohna. 136 | Deh Ali Akbar.
102 | Ali-abad. 137 | ,, Divana, 1st,
103 | Deh Sokhta. 138 | ,, Gafar Shah Baz.
104 | ,, Khalik-dad. 139 | ,, Muhammad Zainal.
105 | Sih Kuha. 140 | ,, Lutuf-ullah.
106 | Charkhami. 141 | ,, Muhammad Azam.
107 | Miran Haji. 142 | , Hussaina,
108 | Deh Zulafkari. 143 | ,, Akbar Jafri.
109 | Kosha.Pain. 144 | , Hussain Rais.
110 | Khodad-Beg. 145 | Khiari, 1st.
111 | Kosha-Bala. 146 | Jai Bakhsh.
112 | Shehrak. 147 | Deh Hussain Muhammad.
113 | Muhammad-abad. 148 | ,, Muhammad Safar.
114 | Nehgard. 149 | ,, Gurg.
115 | Chaling. 150 ,s Tillar,
116 | Deh-Brahim Kochar. 151 | Ziarat Pir Sabz,
117 | ,, Mula Ali. 152 | Shehr-Yari.
118 | ,, Ismail Kambar, 153 | Rustum Muhammad.
11Y | Tamr-abad. 154 | Deh Allahi.
120 | Akbar Abas. 155 | , Amir Beg.
121 | Sincholi. 156 | Taghai.
122 | Daudi. 157 | Deh Ali Raza.
128 | Jamal-abad. 158 | Tuti.
124 | Sidgi. 159 | Divana, 2nd,
125 | Dad-bashi. 160 | Deh Shah Gul.
126 | Khadri. 161 | Akhund Ghulam.
127 | Ala-Sufi. 162 | Khiari, 2nd.
128 | Akbar-abad. 163 | Doulat-abad.
129 | Hassan Abdulla. 164, | Hussain-abad Pain.
130 | Hussain Meshdi, 165 | Lutak.
131 | Zainul Qasam. 166 | Pusht-i-Dasht.
132 | Deh Ass, 2nd. 167 | Warmal.
133 | Abas Kar,
Seventh Nawar.
168 | Jalal-abad (ruined). 173 | Deh Baboch.
169 | Burj-i-Nasir Khan (ruined). 174 | Khamak.
170 | Killah Kohlak (ruined). 175 | Shaikh Wasai.
171 | Kurki. 176 | Pulgi.
172 | Ali Zainal. 177 | Deh Muradi.
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Appendix H—coneld.
Index List of all Villages in eack Nawar of Seistan, 1897.
SERIAL NUMBER CORRESPONDING To Map No, II.

[Further particulars of all villages in each Nawar will be incorporated in the Gazetteer of Seistan,— B.- C. ]

i
™ ~%0
of hlvlgl |

& - — — S e —
No. Name of Village, | No. ‘ Name of Village
Seventh Nawar—contd,
178 Dau]af-a}md. | 200 | Deh Husain-i-Husani,
179 | Deh Haji. | 201 | Milak.
180 | Kundal. | 202 | Deh Jahangir Khan,
181 | Deh Nauroz. | R03 | Jahan-abad ov Deh Mirza.
d, 182 | ,, Khani-Suri. | 204 | Sa i
183 | ,, Jani Suri. 205 | Deh Fakira,
184 | ,, Pahalwan, 206 | ,, Amir.
185 | Margo, 207 »»  Shah-Jahan,
186 | Takhta Pul. 208 | ,, Dost Muhammad.
127 lI\\{hba(i ?amrudi. 209 | ,, Husain Ali Khan.
188 | Mir Gul. 210 Dad-Shah.
R 189 | Paddai, 211 : Raza,
190 | Katamak, D ,» Akhund.
[t 191 | Piru. 213 | Saidak,
192 | Khammar, 214 | Deh Amir Beg.
193 | Deh Dost Muhammad. 215 | ,, Agha Kban,
194 ,» Mukhtar, 216 | Chardari (ruined).
195 | Karkashah, 217 | Deh Sargazi.
196 | Deh Mubammad. 218 | Lashkaran.
Baz. 197 ,» Gazma. 219 | Burj-i-Muhammad Khan (ruined).
Laiul 198 | ,, Darwesh. 220 | Deh Yar Mubammad Chalingag.
I 199 | ,, Shaikh. |
Ana,
¢ G. W, BRAZIER-CREAGH, Surgeon-Major, A4, M.8.,
. Officer tn charge, Seistan Mission.
thammal,
| Safar.
mad.
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