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About this record

Printed collection of biographical notices, as well as comments on élite dynasties and tribes of Persia

[Iran], written over a period of twelve months and completed in December 1897 by Lieutenant-Colonel Henry
Philip Picot (Military Attaché, Teheran [Tehran]), then Acting Oriental Secretary in Her Majesty’s Legation.
Amendments were added up until 23 January 1898. The author presented the manuscript to Charles H Hardinge
(First Secretary, Foreign Office, London), 27 January 1898. The latter forwarded it to the Marquis of
Salisbury (Prime Minister), 28 January 1898, who received it a month later (28 February 1898). The title page
(f 1) is stamped as having belonged previously to the Government of India’s Library of the Foreign Office,
Simla, where this copy was received with two other copies (two for Simla and one for Calcutta [Kolkata], three
copies in total) and a letter from the Secretary of the Political and Secret Department, dated 8 July 1898
(location not disclosed). The contents are marked secret (originally ‘confidential,” crossed out), and

specified as, ‘For the use of Officers in Her Majesty’s Service only.’

The printed work comprises two ‘inclosures’ [enclosures]: firstly, Picot’s letter of presentation to Hardinge

(f 2v), prefaced by Hardinge’s letter of presentation to the Marquis of Salisbury (f 2); secondly, the

treatise proper (ff 3r-60v). The contents page (f 3v) lists four main sections, but without corresponding page
references. Following a brief introduction (f 4), an alphabetic register [index] of names (ff 4v-11v), and a
glossary of titles and terms (ff 12r-13v), the work is divided into eight chapters comprising numbered
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entries. The first four chapters deal with the royal family in Teheran (forty-five entries over ff 14r-19v),

the notables of Teheran (ninety-seven entries over ff 20r-32v), the merchants of Teheran (twenty-eight entries
over ff 33r-35v), and the clergy of Teheran (eleven entries over ff 36-37). The remaining four chapters focus
on the provinces of Fars (thirty-eight entries over ff 37v-44v), Ispahan [Isfahan] (eleven entries over ff

45-47), Khorasan (fifty-nine entries over ff 47v-57v), and Tabriz (twenty-two entries over ff 58-60).
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116 TARRIZ.
some years wasappointed governor-general of Arabistan and Luristan,
where he did very well, and accumulated great wealth. After holding
that appointment for three years, he was dismissed, and a great part
of his wealth and property was confiscated by the Zil es Sultan. He
then went to Teheran, and remained there some years. In 1896 he
b accompanied Amin ed Dowleh to Tabriz as pishkar, and was soon
/ after appointed “ Reist Adlieh” (chief of the judicial department),
1 1 which post he now holds.
] ‘ ] Age 65.
) ' F 17. HAJJI NASR ULLAH TAHBAZ—

3"’1‘ B Is a son of Hajji Muhammad Jafar; and though not the richest is
! ‘} certainly the largest and most respectable native merchant of
1 Tabriz; his business consists chiefly in imports of English prints
i and cotton goods in general,

; ‘} Age 60.
| 18. SAAD EL MULK—
E Son of Khan i Mutaman and son-in-law of Kdyam Makam.
! ‘Was formerly beglerbeggi of Tabriz. Is at present general of
! artillery in Tabriz.
i a Is a very wealthy man, and owns large property.
Wi Has no energy whatsoever.
il Age 48.
i 19. SAKAT ED DOWLEH—
Son of Vakil el Mulk, the present vazir i Khalvat.
H He is the chief secretary to the valiahd, by whom he is much
i trusted.
; ’i Has great influence on account of his father’s position.
| . g

i u} Age 26 ; speaks French.

F Y 20. SAKAT EL ISLAM—

== | Is the son of Hajji Mirza Shafi Aka, and a mujtahid of Tabriz.

= | Has done nothing of note during his life, except taking part in

== L quietening the people during the Armenian troubles in Tabrizin the

’ 1| early part of 1897.

= ‘ Has large means.

= i 1 Age 50.

! 7 21. MIRZA SALAH KHAN—

S | Son of the kalantar of Tabriz. During his father’s lifetime he was

‘ honorary chamberlain of the valiahd, and succeeded his father as

E,‘ kalantar of Tabriz, in which position he did nothing of note

E 4 ‘When the present Shah succeeded to the throne, he was made

= | beglerbeggi of Tabriz, which position he held for seven months, and

I
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