
This PDF was generated on 28/01/2022 from online resources of
the Qatar Digital Library

The online record can be viewed at:
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000001452.0x0003bd

It contains extra information, high resolution zoomable views and transcriptions.

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to
Persia

Holding Institution British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers

Reference Mss Eur F111/353

Date(s) 3 Feb 1899-31 Mar 1905 (CE, Gregorian)

Written in English and French in Latin

Extent and Format 1 file (121 folios)

Copyright for document Public Domain

About this record

The file contains miscellaneous papers, mostly correspondence, notes, and newspaper cuttings, mainly relating
to Persia [Iran]. The papers largely relate to Russian influence in Persia, and include papers concerning
railway construction in Persia.

The correspondence consists of letters addressed to George Nathaniel Curzon from various individuals, and
correspondence between other individuals, including printed copies of correspondence of the Marquess of
Salisbury, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, with British officials including Henry Mortimer Durand, HM
Minister at Tehran.

The newspaper cuttings are from newspapers including: The Englishman; Daily Chronicle; the Civil and 
Military Gazette; The Times; The Madras Mail; The Pioneer; The Statesman ; and The Morning 
Post .

The file also includes a few documents relating to Koweit [Kuwait] (folios 55 to 56, and folios 49 to 52).

The file includes a copy of the publication Revue Franco-Persane Économique et Politique Paraissant 
Tous Les Mois [Franco-Persian Economic and Political Review Published Every Month], dated June 1900,
which is in French (folios 101 to 109).

Cover page

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000001452.0x0003bd?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100000001452.0x0003bd?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload#share


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[front] (1/255)

1Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000002

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000002?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[front-i] (2/255)

2Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000003

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000003?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[2r] (3/255)

3Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000004

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000004?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[2v] (4/255)

4Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000005

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000005?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[3r] (5/255)

m y t.oi h. m 

[This Document is the Property of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government.] 

/I/O. 24. THE VICEROY OF INDIA. 

[6082.J 

CONFIDENTIAL. [Wednesday and Thursday, July 19 and 20.J 

(TELEGRA.M9.) 

No. 1 . 

Telcyiams communicated by Colonial Office, July 19, 1899. 

( 1 -) 

High Commissioner Sir A. Milner to Mr. Chamberlain. 

(Telegraphic.) July 18, 1899. 
IIEFERUING to your telegram of yesterday, not less than seven. I meant 

additional seats in. my telegram referred to, as is evident from the fact that I 
contemplated Eirst Baad of thirty-five. Present number of First Raad, twenty- 
eight. One of these, or Loveday, Member for Barberton, virtually represents 
TJitlander views. Raad Members sit for four years, half retiring every two years. 
Present Member for Johannesburg retires in 1901. Besides this, three other seats fall 
vacant in 1901. election for which, under five years’ system, fairly worked, Uitlanders 
might greatly influence, if not carry, and three or four more in 1903. In the rest 
their influence would tell more slowly. 

Of course, I never contemplated Uitlander population, being some two-thirds of 
total whites, being permanently limited to one-fifth of representation ; but the gist of 
the whole is : condition of admission to franchise should be such as to admit qualified 
Uitlanders generally, not facilitate exclusion and favouritism. Under Government 
scheme it is impossible to feel sure that new voters, not being Government men, 
would command majority anywhere. 

(Telegraphic.) J^y 18, 1899. 
REFERRING to my telegram of 5th July, British Agent is being pressed for 

reply as to whether Companies should refuse to pay; notices served on some of 
them expire on 23rd July. It seems to me that after our protest, and your notification 
cation of same to Companies, I am bound to support them. Require immediate 

reply. 

No. 2.- 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(Telegraphic.) 
YOUR telegram No. 27 : Koweit. 

Foreign Office, July 19, 1899, 12*30 p.m. 

Your proposed instruction to Consul at Bussorah is approved. 

5Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000006

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000006?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[3v] (6/255)

2 

No. 3. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Tower. 
(No. 91.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office^ July 19, 1899, 5 , 30 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 57 of 5th July. 
You are authorized to propose to United States' Government provisional line for 

Alaska boundary described in Lord Minto’s telegram of 4th July, and if it is objected 
to on the same ground as the former proposal, you should ask them to indicate on the 
map where the United States’ Settlements are, and to indicate by tracing on the map 
how they would propose to draw the provisional line so as to have such Settlements 
within American jurisdiction pending a final settlement. 

No. 4. 

Governor-General the Earl of Minto to Mr. Chamberlain.—{Communicated by 
Colonial Office, July 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) July 18, 1899. 
IN reply to your telegram of 17th July, I have to report that Boulder Creek on 

the left bank is 9, and Porcupine Creek on the right 10|- statute miles from junction 
of Klepini with Chilcat. Porcupine Creek is first creek shown on map after Boulder 
Creek is passed. 

No. 5. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received July 19, 8 P.M.) 

Tehran, July 19, 1899. (Telegraphic.) 
YOUR Lordship’s telegram, Commercial, 14th July. 
Grain embargo should no doubt now be removed. I will try again, but local 

authorities are interested in maintaining embargo, which is source of illicit gain to 
them, and Sadr Azam is afraid to interfere, as it will arouse opposition. He is too 
weak to run risks. 

No. 6 . 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 

(No. 22. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 19, 1899, 6 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 43 : Mining Concessions. 
Imperial Bank of Persia maintain that any such Concessions granted before 

September next are contrary to plain wording of Article 11 of their Concession, and, 
moreover, that inasmuch as the operations of the Mining Corporation were suspended 
by fault of Persian officials, their rights continue, notwithstanding that suspension ; 
but they do not wish to raise unnecessary controversies, and, on our advice, it would 
refrain from opposing grant of Mining Concessions to Russians in the northern portion 
of Persia, where Russian financiers can, no doubt, work with greater advantages, 
provided the Bank can be assured that Persian Government will maintain its privileges 

We would he willing that there should he an understanding to this effect which 
might relieve the Persian Government from much embarrassment and controversy, 
but we do not wish, from motives of friendliness to Persia, to make the matter one of 
bargain directly between ourselves and Russia. It is an arrangement which the 
Persian Government should make with the Bank of its own wish, thougli with the 
knowledge of the two Governments. 

You can speak to the Sadr Azam in this sense, but in the form of suggestion, and 
avoiding any appearance of a desire to dictate. 
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No. 7. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir M. Durand. 

(No. 23. Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 10, 1899. 

WE have, in view of your despatches, for some time past been carefully considering 
the manner in which financial assistance can be procured for the Persian Government. 
The matter presents great difficulties. So far from wishing to make use of this or 
other methods in order to obtain control over the southern portions of Persia, we have 
always been anxious that any loan should he arranged through the Imperial Bank of 
Persia in order that any question of foreign intervention might be avoided. That 
Bank has, however, found itself unable to raise a loan except on condition that the 
Customs revenues assigned as security ̂ should immediately he placed under its control. 

To this the Sadr Azam objects as inconvenient in itself, and because he would 
feel hound to offer to the Russians a Concession for a loan on similar terms. 

The only alternative I am able to suggest is that Imperial Bank of Persia should 
endeavour to raise a loan on conditions somewhat similar to those of Moorish Loan of 
1862 (see State Papers, vol. lii, p. 33). The loan would he on the security of the 
customs of the southern ports of Persia, and the contract might he to the effect that 
the Bank should appoint a Commissioner, to he approved by the British and Persian 
Governments, who should receive the customs revenues of those ports, and apply them, 
so far as required, to the service of the loan, handing over any balance to the Persian 
Government. It would, no doubt, greatly improve the chances of the loan, and the 
terms on which it could be obtained, if it were also provided that the proceeds of the 
loan, or those portions of it assigned to special purposes, should be placed in the hands 
of the Commissioner, who should see that they were so applied. 

You may speak to Sadr Azam in a friendly manner to the above effect, and ask 
him if such an arrangement would he acceptable. We should not wish to make any 
secret of it from Bussia, and would raise no objections to his offering to the Russians a 
contract for a loan on similar conditions to he secured on the Customs of the Caspian 
ports of Persia. 

The Persian Government would probably prefer themselves to approach the 
Russian Government on the subject. In any case, we should earnestly advise the Sadr 
Azam not to pledge the customs revenues of Kermanshah as security for either loan. 

No. 8 . 

Sir N. O’Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury. — [Received July 19, 6‘45 p.m.) 

(No. 28.) 
(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, July 19, 1899, 5'15 p.m. 

UP to yesterday Turkish Ambassador had not apparently reported anything to 
the Sultan respecting Conversion Agreement of 1855 Loan. 

No. 9. 

Mr. Jenner to the Marquess of Salisbury .— (Received July 20.) 

(No. 35.) mm m m 

(Telegraphic.) Guatemala, July 19, 1899. 
YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 20. 
There is some misunderstanding. I have not requested Captain of “ Leander 11 

to [? come] here. On the contrary, on 11 th July I agreed to his going south to join 
Admiral. 

If strong measures are not to he taken, preferable that he should stay away, as he 
would have to thank President for courteous treatment on his previous visit, and I 
think exchange of courtesies would he out of place under present circumstances. 
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No. 10. 

Mr. Tower to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 20, 9*15 a.m.) 

Washington, July 20, 1899. 
(No. 21. 

Commercial.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No. 22. 
United States will agree to Convention for Trinidad 

on 
the basis suggested. 

They desire, however, to insert in the Schedule (under item tobacco) cigarettes at 
36 cents per 

pound, in order to 
promote that industry, and, in return, would agree to 

an 
increase 

on 
unmanufactured tobacco to 30 cents instead of 27 cents, 

as 
in original 

proposal inclosed in Sir J. Pauncefote’s despatch No. 99, 1898. 
On imports of 1898, reduction 

on 
cigarettes would involve loss to Trinidad of 

1,932 dollars, while the concession 
on 

tobacco would 
mean an 

increase in 
revenue 

if 
amount 

imported he maintained, 
as 

United States think probable, of 29,000 dollars. 
We propose to insert 

a 
provision permitting the present export duty 

on 
asphalt 

from Trinidad. 
As time presses, I have promised 

to give reply to United States’ Commissioner 
as 

soon as 
possible whether this proposal is acceptable to Her Majesty’s Government. 
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MEMORANDA 

PERSIA. 

i? 

(l) That by the refusal of the British Govern- 

ment to guarantee the 2% million loan (which is amply 

secir ed by the Customs) in^M'EC the financial control 

of the impecunious Persian Government has been allowed 

ed to pass into the hands of Russia, at least until 

1910. 

(2) That Persia has agreed with Russia not to 

grant any railway concession during the same period. 

(3) That Belgian Customs House Officers (really 

representatives of Russia) have been appointed throughout 

out Persia including Persian Gulf ports and even down 

the frontier of Baluchistan at points where there are 

no Customs to collect. 

(4) That Russian doctors (with Cossack guards) 

are interfering with British caravans on Persian 

territory, namely in Sistan and the region between 

Sis tan and Mashad. The Russian consul in Sis tan and 

the Consul-General in Mashad are also doing all in 

their power by intrigue and otherwise to hinder 

British trade being carried on by the Sistan route. 

(5) That Russian emissaries are working to 

prevent the development of British trade v;ia the Karun 

river and Bakhtiari/ country. 

(6) That Russia is negotiating a new Commercial 

Treaty to supersede the Treaty of Turkmanchai, which 

provides for a 5 per cent, ad valorem duty on all imports, 

ports, and, seeking to have less than 5 per cent 

charged on goods, she largely supplies to Persia,whilst 

- 1 - 

— 
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suggesting that more than 5 per cent he levied on 

other imports chiefly sent by the British Empire, for 

example Russia proposes that the duty on tea he 

raised from 5 per cent to 8 per cent. 

The question is whether our Government ought 

not to arrange their own Commercial Treaty with 

Persia rather than submit to whatever Russia imposes 

poses on that country* 

With regard to No.l, it appears certain that Persia 

will require additional money from Russia very soon, and 

that amongst other conditions imposed may he included a 

concession for a railv/ay (in extension of the line now 

under construction hy Russj^io_S^rakhs 
) 

Sistan and hy some route to Bandar Ahhas^with connecting 

lines to Kirman, Ispahan, Teheran, Enzeli or Tiflis. For, 

of course, the Russc-Persian Railway Agreement can he 

modified at any time hy mutual consent. 

A so-called lease of Bandar Ahhas will also prohahly 

he insisted on. 

The fact of Belgian Customs House Officers having 

been already appointed throughout Ears and at Persian 

Gulf ports, indicates that vigilance will have to he 

exercised, lest the customs receipts of those ports he 

mc allocated as security for the next Russian loan to the 

Persian Government. 

When these projects were completed Russia would 

dominate a large portion of Southern Afghanistan, including 

the rich valley of the Helmund and also the western portion 

of British Baluchistan. 

By thus extending her claws around Afghanistan, 

Russia would largely turn the flank of the mountainous 

frontier of India and he in a position to attack through 

Southern Afghanistan and Baluchistan. 

Our trading entrance into Persia from India would he 

closed 
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Further the Persian Government in connection with 

the next loan will probably be compelled by Russia to close 

their account with the Imperial Bank of Persia and to confine 

fine themselves to the Banque des Prets* 

The Bandar Abbas Bay and Clarence Straits almost 

enclosed by the three islands of Kishm, Larak, and Hormuz 

has a deep water area, 30 miles by 13, and could be made 

one of the strongest naval bases in the world. 

Given this, Russia could attack us at any point around 

our Indian coasts whilst drawing away our land forces to 

meet possibly three or four expeditionary forces by land. 

The Zil es Sultan strongly advised our earmarking 

Bandar Abbas by constructing a road from Bandar Abbas via 

Kirman and Yezd to Ispahan at once, to check Russian 

advance southv;ards through Khorassan. 

A strong ground for the construction of this road 

arises also from the fact, that for a very considerable 

distance it might be made along the line of the new telegraph 

graph which is to go from Kashan via Nain, Yezd, Kirman, 

Regan, Bampur, and thence either by the Hushki route to 

Quetta or by Panjgur to Kurrachee. 

He said that now something could be done, but if we 

delayed three, four or five years, all would be over. 

Russia was quietly covering Persia like a great flood. 

When arranging the road concession, we should also 

have priority of right to construct a railway distinctly 

recognised. 

We should also build a railway and telegraph line 

along the Sistan trade route to our Baluchistan frontier 

without delay to enable us to maintain our rights in Sistan 

and to facilitate our throwing a force on the flank of any 

column advancing from Sistan into the Helmund valley or 

into Baluchistan. 

With regard to the Karun river and the Bakhtiari 

trade route, I traversed this from Ispahan to Ahwaz 
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by caravan in thirteen days and took two days down the river 

to Mohammerah. It is therefore much the shortest and can 

be made decidedly the cheapest route for British trade from 

the south, 

The Foreign Office and Indian Government would be 

well advised to substantially subsidise this route, as if 

Lynch’s abandon it Russia will almost certainly occupy and 

work it. The judicious exrjenditure of, say, £100,000 

on improving this road would ensure its success. 

In my opinion the Foreign Office and Indian Government 

ment should also subsidise the road which I have above 

referred to from Bandar Abbas via Kirman and Yezd to 

Ispahan. 

Russian Agents v/ere at both Mohammerah and Ahwaz and 

proceeding by the Lynch road to Ispahan. The Russian 

Consul General at Ispahan, Prince de Bija, was also visiting 

ing Persian merchants along with Russian traders and 

premising them Russian protection if they buy Russian 

goods. He had also recently been to the Bakhtiari^ Chiefs 

and informed them that the only fault Russia had to find 

with them was their too great friendliness to England and 

that it was to Russia they should look. 

I was informed that some of the Belgian Customs 

officials are treating British Traders at Persian Gulf 

ports in the most dictatorial and offensive manner. 

The domination by Russia of Southern Persia and 

especially the possession of a naval base on the Persian 

Gulf connected directly with the Russian Empire by a 

system of railways would entail an increased expenditure 

for the defence of India by land and sea of many millions 

a year. It would necessitate probably doubling the 

British garrison and leave us without the necessary forces 

for the defence of the other parts of our Empire. 
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SECRET. 

COMMITTEE OE IMPERIAL DEFENCE. 

Minutes 
of 

67th Meeting, March 22, 1905. 

Present: 

The Prime Minister (in 
the Chair). 

The Marquess 
of 

Lansdowne, K.Gr., 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

The Earl 
of 

Selborne, First Lord of the 
Admiralty. 

Earl Cawdor. 

Admiral Sir John Fisher, G.C.B., First 
Sea Lord. 

Captain C. L. Ottley, M.Y.O., R.N., 
Director of Naval Intelligence. 

Field-Marshal Earl Roberts, K.G., K.P., 

Y.C. 

The Right Hon. St. John Brodrick, 
M.P., Secretary of State for India. 

Lieutenant-General the Hon. Sir N. G. 
Lyttelton, K.C.B., Chief of the 
General Staff. 

Major-General J. M. Grierson, C.V.O., 
C.B., C.M.G., Director of Military 
Operations. 

The Right Hon. Austen Chamberlain, 
M.P., Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Sir G. S. Clarke, Secretary 

. 

PERSIA. 

THE Minutes of the previous Meeting 
were 

read and confirmed, with 
some amendments. 

2. Mr. Balfour pointed 
out that the Persian question 

was 
necessarily 

very 
difficult, 

on 
account of the semi-barbarous condition of the country, and of the fact 

that for 
more 

than twenty years Russia and ourselves have been engaged in 
a 

constant diplomatic contest at Tehran, which lias ranged 
over 

minor questions of many kinds. 
These questions, which he briefly reviewed, involved considerations both 

commercial mercial and strategic, frequently intermixed. The Government of India appeared 
to 

desire 
a 

forward policy, and to believe that the recent disasters in the Far East would 
have the effect of directing Russian activities towards Persia and Afghanistan. From 
the strategic point of view, the restriction of Russian railway construction in Persia 

was 
of special importance. A naval station 

on 
the Persian coast without railway 

communication behind it would be of little value to Russia, although the establishment 
of such 

a 
station might have the effect of causing 

an 
increase of 

our 
naval expenditure. 

ture. [514] B 
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2 

The present position of the Russians 
as 

regards railway 
construction in Persia 

was 
then discussed in the light of recent information. The Agreement of the 

12 th'November, 1890, provides that for 
a 

period of ten years the Persian Government 
will not itself construct, 

nor “ 
permit 

nor 
grant 

a 
Concession for the construction ot railways 

to a 
Company 

or 
other persons ; and after the expiration of the ten years 

the renewal of the prolongation shall he immediately discussed between the two parties.” By 
a 

later Agreement of the 14th December, 1899, the Persian Government, 
in consideration for 

a 
loan of ( 10 

, 

000,000 fi\, 
renews “ 

the previous engagement,” 
with the significant proviso 

“ 
that for another ten years, 

excepting the Russian 
Government, 

no 
other Government will he given 

a 
Concession to build railways 

in Persia.” 
The nature of the Anglo-Persian Agreement 

as 
regards railway construction is explained in Appendix I. The original engagement is embodied in 

a note of the 
16th September, 1888, by the late Shah, addressed to his Poreign Minister, for 
communication to the British Minister at Tehran. This note states that 

“ 
Whenever Railway Concessions in the North, Ac., 

are 
given to others, immediately 

a 
Concession 

for 
a 

railway from 
- 
Tehran to Shuster, 

or 
such 

a one 
will he given 

to the English 
Company, and 

positively 
no 

Southern railway, without consultation with the English Government, will he granted to any 
foreign Company.” In 1900, Mr. Spring 

Rice 
was 

informed by the Sadr-i-Azam that the present Shah had 
seen 

his father’s 
note and considered it 

a 
binding document; but that there could he 

no 
question of 

any 
Railway Concession, either in the INorth 

or 
South, for ten years. It is impossible 

to reconcile this 
assurance of the binding character of the note of 1888 with the specific Russo-Tersian Agreement of 1899. The present position 

as 
regards railway 

construction appears, therefore, to he unsatisfactory and indeterminate. 
Prom the commercial point of view' it is to be remembered that wherever Russia 

establishes herself, she imposes tariffs which prohibit 
or 

gravely interfere with British imports. This consideration 
can 

be adduced in favour of establishing British interests 
in the Karun Valley, 

as, if Russia obtained control of the Gulf Ports, it vmuld he to 

us a severe 
commercial blow 

r , 
as 

well 
as a 

strategic danger. 
Lord Lansdowne stated that with 

a 
view to 

putting 
an 

end to the chronic diplomatic 
contest at Tehran, overtures had been made to the Russian Government for 

the partition of Persia into spheres of influence, but these suggestions had been 
dedmed. He pointed 

out that the object of loans such 
as that made to Persia by'the 

Indian Government 
w 
r 
as to establish 

a 
lien 

on 
portions of the Gulf Coast. By 

providing funds for irrigation, for improving navigation in connection with the 
Karun River, 

or 
for the development of road communication, 

w T e 
should establish 

a reversionary interest in that region which might be valuable in the event of 
a 

break 
up of Persia. 

Conclusions. 

1. It is essential to maintain, and if possible to increase, 
our 

influence at Tehran in order that 
we 

may be able to control railway construction in Persia, 
which is by far the most important factor in the strategic situation, and also for 
commercial 

reasons. 
2. It should be 

our 
object, 

on 
commercial 

as 
well 

as on 
strategic grounds, to 

maintain the status quo in Persia. 

3. It is essential to maintain 
our 

existing claims 
on 

the coast of the Persian 
Gulf without aggression 

or 
ostentation. 

4. An examination of the country adjacent 
to the Khor Abdullah should be 

made, with 
a view to ascertain whether the physical difficulties to he 

overcome 
in railway construction 

are 
such 

as to make Koweit essential 
as 

the terminus of the Baghdad Railway, 
or, if not, what other places 

are 
suitable for this purpose. 

5. It is important that 
w r e 

should have 
a 

share in the control of the extension 
of the Baghdad Railway 

to the Persian Gulf, with 
a 

view to 
ensuring the effective 

neutralization of the terminus 
on 

the Gulf. 
6 

. 

As regards the specific questions raised by Lord Lansdowne (see Appendix); 
taken seriatim 

— 
* 

fs. 

( 1 
.) Such assistance may be inevitable in certain 

cases ; 
but is not desirable in principle. Each 

case 
should be considered 

on 
its merits. 
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(J.j JNo decision can 
be arrived at until the engineer’s report has been received, 

as we are not at present in 
a 

position 
to 

judge 
the economic aspects of the scheme and 

(2.) No decision 
can 

be arrived at until the engineer’s 

the value of the security. 
(3.) The 

answer is in the negative in both cases, and the Committee endorse the principles laid down by Lord Lansdowne, that 
“ we 

should avoid committing ourselves 
to the individual 

so 
deeply 

that his fall would imply 
a 

political defeat for us.” (See Paper No. 38, Annex 1 .) 
(4.) It is important 

to secure 
the good offices of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and 

the possibility 
of supporting him in certain 

cases 
against the Shah is not excluded 

; but 
we must be the judges 

of the merits of any 
dispute which may arise. 

(5.) The Poreign Office and the India Office will submit proposals for 
an arrangement 

ment under which Sheikh might receive 
an 

annual payment for policing the Upper 
Karun. The question of organizing road guards 

can stand 
over 

for the present; but 
the employment of British officers in connection with such guards is open to objection. 

[514] C 
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APPENDIX I. 

British Position as 
Regards Railway Construction 

in 
Persia. 

Copy of Despatch from Sir H. Wolff of March 20, 1889. 

My Lord, 

. 
1,1011 I HAVE the honour to inclose 

a copy of the engagement given to me 
by tlie bnaii 

with resnect to railways in Persia, and with special relation to those in the south. 
(Signed) H. D. WOLFE. 

The Shah to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
(Translation.) 
His Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

OF his Excellency Wolff, the English Minister, Ac., communications information 
has been received, and it has caused much astonishment. 

. , . . . 
Convey these commands to his Excellency the Minister, &c. Even give him tins 

very 
autograph, in order that he may 

keep it and be satisfied that 
our 

former promise 
with regard 

to the priority of the English Government 
over 

others 
m 

the construction 
of 

a 
southern railway to Tehran continues to hold good, and certainly whenever Railway 

Concessions in the north, &c., 
are 

given 
to 

others, immediately 
a 

Concession for 
a 

railway from Tehran to 
Shuster, 

or 
such 

a one, 
will be given to the English Company, 

and of course, then the clauses and conditions will also be examined, 
111 

order that it be 

to our 
advantage and interest, and for the benefit of the commerce 

of both parties, and 
positively 

no 
southern railway, without consultation with the English Government, will 

be 
granted 

to any 
foreign Company. 

September 16, 1888. 

p.g. And it is clear that in Persia nobody will be granted permission 
to construct 

railways except it be solely commercial 
ones. 

We say so now 
that they 

may kn°w it. 
In 1900 Mr. Spring-Rice 

was 
instructed to 

ascertain whether the present Shah was 
aware 

of his father’s promise, and he reported the steps which he took for the purpose 
in 

a 
despatch of the 26th April, 1900. The matter was 

explained 
to the Shah by the 

Hakim-ul-Mulk, and Dr. Adcock stated that His Majesty had 
seen 

the document. 

_ 
The Sadr-i-Azam told Mr. Spring-Rice that the Shah had 

seen 
his communication, 

and the late Shah’s autograph. His Majesty had said that it 
was a 

binding document, 

but that there could be 
no 

question of any 
Railway Concession, either 

m north or south, for ten years. “ 
If the others take any measures : we 

will show them this 
autograph, 

rest assured that there is 
cause 

now.” 
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r 

APPENDIX II. 

I CIRCULATE, for the consideration of the Defence Co mmi ttee, 
a 

Memorandum 

on 
certain questions 

now 
outstanding with regard 

to Persia. 

The points 
on 

which 
a 

decision 
on 

the question of principle is required 
are 

the following 
:— 1. Is it desirable that His Majesty’s Government should, in conjunction with the Government of India, give further financial assistance to the Persian Government ? 

2 

. 

Do His Majesty’s Government wish to co-operate with the Government of India 
in giving financial support to the Karun Irrigation Scheme, provided the engineer’s 
report is favourable ? 

3. Do His Majesty’s Government wish to insist 
on 

the retention of the Hashmat-ul- Mulk 
as 

Governor of Seistan ? 
If not, do they wish to incur the responsibility of approving the appointment of his 

successor ? 
4. His Majesty’s Government have promised 

to support the Sheikh of Mohammerah against attacks by 
a 

foreign Power. Is that support to be extended to the Sheikh’s disputes with the Persian Government ? 
5. Is it desirable to pay an 

annual subsidy (1,200/.) 
to the Sheikh of Mohammerah 

to 
police the Upper Karun ? 

• 

& liai 
'd 

s 
, 
recruited from the tribes of Luristan and Arabistan, and paid by His Majesty 

s 
Government (cost, about 4,000/. a-year), 

to be organized for the protection of 
commercial routes in Southern Persia ? 

^ ^ 

L. boreign Office, March 10, 1905. 

PRINTED AT TUE FOREIGN OFFICE BV J. W. HARRISON.— 31 / 3 / 1905 
. 
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that they are associated with the project for a Russian railway to the Gulf, an avowal that the railway is intended to undermine British interests in that region, and an assertion tliat within five years the line will be in process of construction. Thus we have already travelled far ahead o£ the stage of denial. If these s'atements be accepted as accurate—and we may at once say that they only contain half the real truth—they reveal to us that Russia is actively pushing forward her scheme for a railway to Bunder Abbas, and hopes soon to realise it. Where Russian locomotives go Russian troops are also to be found. Bunder Abbas, as the terminus of a Russian railway, means BhnderAbbas as a Russian port, but this is not all. Further enlightenment has just been forthcoming from no less a source than IVlirza Reza Khan, the Persian Minister at Berlin. Mirza Reza Khan recently Honied our assertion regarding Bunder Abbas glibly enough, but be discussed the projected jected Russian railway to the Gulf with a Daily News correspondent with an absence of reserve which we find highly gratifying. He said:— “Though I cannot vouch for the details of the j i statement, on the whole I think them correct, j ; But they are by no means calculated to give rise i to political difficulties. The plan of such a rail- IJ way from the Caspian Sea to the Persian Gulf ' is thirty years old or more. Some years ' ’ ago Russian contractors got the concession, which I was several times renewed. As next year the ! last term for which it was granted expires, it is 1 : natural that at last the work shou’d be begun by j ] the making of surveys. This purAy economic and cultural undertaking has nothing to do with the extension of Russian Eastern policy. I can only attribute the misunderstanding on the subject ject to the rivalry against Russia which has become come a fixed idea in certain English circles.” A responsibffi Persian Minister thus fully confirms what the newspaper correspondents above quoted have stated with reference to the general scope of the proposed railway. The exercise of commonsensej by any reasonable man who is acquainted with tiie past history of Russian “ expansion " ought to convince him regarding its outcome. Russia does not run railways into blind alleys. Wherever she goes, she seeks an outlet, and she retains control of that outlet. MirzarK Reza Khan may hug the notion of a “ purely economic and cultural undertaking” to his heart if he will, but British statesmen ought to know by now that the only “ cultural undertaking' that Russia cares about is the culture of Imperial perial power. Whenever Russia mediates an advance, vance, her schemes are always heralded by an active propaganda in the inspired Russian press. Her plans for the suppression of freedom in Finland land were proceeded by an incessant agitation iu her newspapers.So it is with regard to her proposed move upon the Gulf. The campaign lias already been opened by her subsidised journalists. Here As an extract from an article which appeared a month ago in the notorious Viedomosti oi bios- •ow:— Russia must anticipate the Germans in reach- '<■ jjng the Persian Gulf. Russia’s chief line of ‘ railway must lead from the Caspian Sea j < 

i. 3 find half our party missing the next morning. 
RUSSIA IN THE GULF. 

The Times of India writes :—When we first mnonneed that Russia had acquired rights over die port of Bunder Abbas, a chorus of denials went up from Simla to St. Petersburg. Deep nailed unto deep, and in many quarters we were roundly denounced for giving currency to a “mischievous lie” at the very moment when a new Tsar Pacificator was calling upon the nations to lay down their arms. Ambassadors hurried off to news agencies to cireula'e “aulhoritative ” contradictions, tradictions, and the British Foreign Oflice, where the Cult of the Negative has become a fine art, vouch safed to anxious enquirers the customary reply that it was “"without information.” We were not disturbed by these denials. We had expected ed them, and were content to wait. Already the process of vindication is at work. Tko European ean press, having recovered from the influence of the first point-blank contradictions, is not quite so ready to trust the assurances of Persian Ministers and Russian statesmen that there is “nothing in it.” Stray hints of the real character ter of the negotiations which have recently taken place are beginning to- leak out. TheiLriin corres- pendent of the Standard was the fii's\,lo take up the parable on the true lines. Ue^ifo cautious, but he had evidently got on the ®ck of the mystery. His message ran thus r ,Tf' “The denials given by the Persian Ministers in Europe to the rumour that Persia had leased or ceded the harbour of Bunder Abbas to Russia are perfectly correct, as the two States have not been able to come to an understanding on the question. It seems probable, however, that Russia will resume sume the negotiations before long, since it is an open secret that she wishes to have an alternative route, the Suez Canal, for the transport of ammunition nition and troops to Eastern Asia before the completion of the Trans-Siberian Railway.” It will be seen that this version contained the important admission that the question of the ieaso of Bunder Abbas has, at any rate, been discussed cussed by the Russian and Persian Governments, ! l-w.y n.nnoivnceinent that the negotia tions were to be resumed before long. This carries us a long way beyond the unequivocal disclaimer of the Persian Ambassador in London. Light begins to dawn. About the same time, the Daily Mail correspondent at St. Petersburg—who has several times of late proved to be singularly well- informed—committed himself to still more explicit plicit and important statements. He sent the following message te. his paper :— “Despite the denial by the Persian Legation here of the report that Russia had acquired rights over Bunder Abbas in the Persian Gulf, 1 have good authority for stating, that negotiations, of a provisional visional character respecting Bunder Abbas have taken place between St. Petersburg and Teheran. These negotiations are connected with the general communications which have been ; going on with regard to the building of a, railway to Teheran, and the prolonging of Russia’s: railway monopoly concession to the year 1911. Bunder Abbas would be selected the terminus- of the proposed railway through Persia, because of the ell act it would have in paralysing British influence in the Persian Gulf. Although the Shah has declared himself willing to grant the prolongation longation of the railway concession for another ten years, the question of Bunder Abbas has. not yet been decided, as Russia has her hands fettered financially by the building of the Siberian Railway. way. Russian engineers are now in Persia making surveys for the tarrying out of the project, which in another five years will he realised,” Here, then, for what they are worth, wo receive moreidefinite details of the negotiations regarding Bunder Abbas, coupled with uu acknowledgment 

to Teheran, Ispahan, Yezd, Kerman, Bampur; \ 1 and thence to the coast line of Persian ^ Beluchistan. Prom such a line a branch line ! could be built to the Persian Gulf. Neither I in Persia nor in Mcsopatamia must any other I influence except that of Russia prevail. There- | fore, the aims of Russia in its movement towards I the South must bo industrial and commercial, i : and, so soon as England insists upon preventing 1 the fulfilment of such aims, then Russia will have recourse to threats, and certain complications might lead to- wa , Russia might derive no- particular ticular advantage from seizing India, but it can undermine England from an economic point of view, and thus reduce it to the level of Holland. Remarks such as these cannot fail to be appr eiated by English politicans ; such utterances at least go some way towards destroying the over-weening contempt of the Indian Administration an. its Generals for Russia’s aims, and will probably disturb their belief in the fanatical foes of Russia. England’s statesmen must bear in mind that Russia has no special need to disturb English rule in India; but this is only under the condition that they will not oppose Russia’s natural endeavour to reach th» South, an endeavour to which, as a powerful and great nation, it has every right.” Be it noted that in this particular instance;, the coast of Persian Belchistan is named as the chief objective. Bunder Abbas being, presumably, ably, the probab.e terminus of the branch, line indicated. This doubtless means that the not very manifest advantages of Ghahbar are still bein g kept in view by those responsible for the.- Russian plans. The Svet, another Russia journal,, published three-weeks ago an article ;n a somewhat what similar strain. It was ostensibly intended to oppose the proposal for a junction betweenRussian and Indian railways. “If it were thought necessary, says the Svet,” te divert the attention of Russian diplomacy from Constantinople ■ or Peking, Russia should occupy herself, exclusively with establishing, communication between her possessions in Central. Asia and the Indian Ocean by means of a railway traversing Persia. This line and the Trans-Siberian Railway would then constitute tute two gigantia arms with which Russia would encircle all the spheres of British interests in Asia,, and would not allow England to extend her influence fluence indefinitely at the expense of Russian interests. terests. The line in question, connecting Russia by way of Persia with the Indian Ocean, would be of real use to Russia, while the junction of the Russian and Indian lines would be specially advantageous vantageous to the British Government.” We do not desire to attach undue importance to these quotations, culled as they are from various scources. They may be straws, but they show which way the wind is blowing. For ourselves, we unhesitatingly reaffirm our original statement ment that Russia has already acquired certain rights over Bunder Abbas, and proposes to make that port the terminus of a Russian railway as soon as her resources will enabie-her to do so. Our sole purpose iu repeatedly calling attention to this question is to urge upon the British Government, and, so far as our voice will reach, upon the British people, the importance of deciding upon a definite policy in Persia and the Gulf, while there is yet time. If we can help to awaken a realisation of the vast British interests involved in these Russian schemes, our object will have been attained. The great question is—Will Great Britain consa-nt to accept the exclusion of British influence from Persia and Gulf, and the- advent of Russian naval and military power into Indian waters which the acquistion of Bunder Abbas will eventually imply ? And will she submit- to the perpetual menace to the peace of India presented by the proposed Russian advance ? This is a question which has a far more intimate bearing;, upon the. peace of the world than the Conference, ence, foredoomed to failure, now the cynosure of the people of Europe. The historians of the: future will surely wonder that the Great Powers, should, have consented to send representatives at all to a Conference convened under such co-n-. ditions. The proposals for disarmament have, been submitted by a Ruler whose advisers are aatively engaged in one continent in building.warships by the dozen, and crushingrthe liberties of a free people to add another aiany corps-to his swollen legions ; in another continent, c in.projecting a scheme which musfe assuredly end in, a deadly conflict sooner or later. That at such a. time responsible statesmen could have been, persuaded to discuss with polite gravity plans for the perpetuation of peace is a proof that the depths of diplomatic humbug Lave not yet been plumbed. 
Db. de Jongh’s Li&ht-Bbcwn Cod Liver Oil.— In Consumption ita efficacy is unsqualled.. Dr. Sinclair Coghill, Physician, to the Koyal National Hospital for Consumption, Veatnor, wr tes : “ I have convinced myself self that in Tubercular and the various, forms of Stru- raous Disease. Da-, de dough’s Light-Bjown Cod Liver Oil possesses greater therapeutic elficacy than any other Cod Liver Oil with which I am, acquainted. Dr. de Jongh’s Oil is now the only CoA Liver Oil used in the Koyal National Hospital for Consumption and Diseases of'the Chest.” tk>ld only in capsuled imperial Half-Plate, Pints, and Quarts, by all Chemists, DrugoAste, and Store-keepers. Soie Consigness : Ansar, Harford & Co., Ld., 210-, High Molborn, London. 4, 
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THE SEASON IN DARJILING. 
THE BIRTHDAY BALL. 

IG 

teon and lies met the ous nd, by iad an hi en ed in iir he 

[from odr own correspondent.] Darjiling, une 2. The Queen’s Birthday Ball was the event of the week, indeed, we may say of the year. The ball was given in the Durbar Hall of the Shrubbery Vy Lady Woodburn on Wednesday, the 31st of May. The weather was most propitiogs, and at a quarter past 9 o’clock multitudes of rickshaws, dandies and ponies filled the roadways on their onward progress to the Durbar Hall. The rickshaws and dandies having deposited their occupants at the door of the Hall, were sent off to the pavilion near the cricket ground, each being nu'inbi-red and a duplicate ticket given to the owner. A telephone inside the door of the Hall,in charge of a sergeant, communicated with the pavilion and people Wore directed to ask him for their rickshaws and dandies dies when required, according to their numbers. This is an excellent system, although towards the end of the ball some confusion occurred, due to the numbers getting mixed in the pavilion shelter. The ball was a brilliant and successful one, as indeed deed are all social functions undertaken by our most hospitable Lieutenant-Governor and hit gracious lady. There was a large assembla&i gathered when the band struck up the first dance Some 300 guests were invited, and although somi hailed from considerable distances, most of th< bidden guests managed to come in. Lady Wood- burn stood beside the Lieutenant-Governor, somi 20 feet to the left from the entrance door of th< ball-room, both graciously receiving their guests. The ball-room was beauiifully decorated, ligh' bamboos resting against the posts of the sid- aisles, and baskets of flowers, exquisitely arranged suspended from the centre of each arch. Th coloured shades of the lamps shed a becomin colour on the dancers beneath ; the sitting-ov places were numerous and lit by delicate papi lanterns. The ladies’ dresses were beautiful, an the officers’ uniforms and the political dress of tl civilians blend well with these. Lady Woodbui looked very youthful and handsome in a pa grey silk. Mrs. Nolan was in cream, Mrs. Colli in mauve, Mrs. Earle in white, Mrs. Ritchie i pale lavender. Miss Woodburn, in blue satin wit bodice arranged with “ point d’Alon 9 on,” looke very well. Mrs. Wallace, Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. Oldham Mrs. Arbuthnot, Mrs. Pratt, all looked their bei in handsome dresses. Indeed, so various an so beautiful were the dresses that it would be in vidious to attempt any comparison ; the mascu line sense of the perfection of a toilette lyin rather in the tout ensetntle which may be term ed “style” than in an accurate knowledge of th details of fabrics and laces.We will leave this delic ate subject to some abler pen of the fair ones ow sex to dilate on, pausing, however, to mention th very rich and lovely dress of brocaded silk wit beautiful lace and truly magnificent diamond which adorned Her Highness the Maharani Kuch Behar. Time deals kindly with the Mah rani, and it is hard to believe that the tall an comely youth (the Maharaj Kumar, lately arriv. from England) standing beside his mother c- really be her son. The Maharaja of Kuch Beha wore the uniform of the regiment of which he i Honorary Colonel. 
Shortly after supper,which was at 12 o’clock,H : Honor and Lady Woodburn retired, but dancin was kept up with spirit till the small hours of th morning. Thanks are due to Captain Horsfor and Captain Strachey for their untiring effort) They were to be seen everywhere, having littl time for personal enjoyment, and much of th success of the ball is due to the trouble taken b them. 
The following is a list of the guests invited t the ball:— The Hon. Mr.C. W. and Mrs. Bolton, Mr. F. A Slack, the Hon. Mr. R. B. Buckley, Mr. and Mrs E. W. Collin, Colonel McArthur, R. E., th Hon. Mr. Justice and Mrs. Stanley, Major-Genera J. Wodehouse, C. B., Colonel and Mrs. A. E Ommanney, Colonel T. H. and Mrs. Hendley Colonel and Mrs. G. Carmichael, Lieutenent- Colonel J. and Mrs. Lewt s, Lieutenant-Colonel J, and Mrs. Badley, Lieutenant-Colonel, Mrs., and Miss Ffrench-Mullen, Miss Davitt, Lieutenant-Colonel nant-Colonel and Mrs. Haggard, Lieutenant- Colonel E. Mair, Major and Mrs. Watson, Major and Mrs. Wallace, Major H. J. Dyson, Major F. Wintour, Major R. Bowen, Major W. V. andMrs. Constable,Major and Mrs. D. Hennessy, Major W. G. Birrell, Major and Mrs. G. A. Williams, Major T. C. Maxwell, Major and Mrs. A. J. 4 Hughes, Major A. Carew Hunt, Captain- G. H. Holland, Captain J. Calmic, Captain F. W. Stanton, Captain and Mrs. W. J. Buchanan, Captain R. Ffeunell, Captain M. A. Kerr, Captain and Mrs. H. E. Tizzard, Captain A. Cobbold, Mr. F. E. Henderson, Mr. C. H. B. Jarrett, Mr. C. D. Best, Mr. A. Gorham, Mr. H. E. Molesworth, Mr. A. D. Wilkinson, Mr. J. 0. D. Ingram, Mr. H. F. S. Amory, Mr. C. T. Matthew, Mr. C. C. Macnamara, Mr. M. L. Porter, er, Mr. L. H. Branson, Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Wilkinson, kinson, Mr. and Mrs. and Miss Oldham, Mr. and Mrs. A. Earle, Mr. and Mrs. P. Nolan, Mr. and Mrs. P. C. Lyon, Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Bourdillon Mr. R. T. Greer, Mr. and Mrs. Shuldham H. Shaw, Mr. and Miss J. B. Worgan, Mr. A. W. Cooke, Mr. C. P. Caspirz, Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Forbes, Mr. E. H. Kealy, Mr. and Mrs. R. Pope, Mr. C. L. S. Russell. Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Ritchie, Mr. J. H. Temple, Mr. R. S. Greenshields, Mr. F. F. Lyall, Mr. and Mrs. H. Savage, Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Fullerton, Mr. and Mrs. and Miss F. F. Sandys, Mr., Mrs. and Miss A. E. Wild, Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Larkins, Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Lloyd, Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Cox, Mr. C. G. Rogers, Mr J. H. Monteath, Mr. and Mrs. Thomson, Mr. and Mrs. F. Trafford, Mr. B. Wernicke, Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Ormond, Mr. C. W. Piowden, Mr. F. N. Warden, Mr. G. Y. Martyn, Mr. A. H. C. Macarthy, Mr. M. Prothero, Mr. G. D. Oswell, Mr. A. Pedler, Dr. M. A. Stein, Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin Seal, Mr. R. G. M. Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Remfry, Mr. R. Remfry, Mr. E. Upton, Mr. and Mrs. Evan Cotton, Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Cowie, the Bishop of Calcutta, Rev. H. O. Moore,Mr. A. S.Crawley,the Archbishop of Calcutta, Rev. Father Naish Rev. C and Mrs. Palmer, the Archdeacon of Calcutta and Mrs. Stone,Rev. R. and Mrs. Kilgour, Rev. E. and Mrs. Newton, Rev. A. and Mrs Tomory, Rev. A. Neut, Rev. G. and Mrs. Sandberg, Rev. H Waelkens, Mr. and Mrs. J. Arbuthnot, Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Vlasto, Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson W. Ducat, the Hon. Mr. W. B. Gladstone, Mr. B. Sinclair, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Webb, Mr. and Mrs A. M. Macmillan, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Lattey, Mr. and Mrs. P. E. Cameron, Mr. and Mrs. Holysnann, Miss de Dombal, Mr. H. M. Collinson, Mr. and Mrs A. F. Moller, Mr. A. H. James, Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Webb, Mr. and Mrs. P. H. Cowley, Mr. F. A. B. Cowley, Mr. G. Nash, Mr. E. C. Partridge, Mr. and Mrs. Vincent, Jones, Mr. and Mrs. R. Koettlitz, Mr. E. Mrs. and the Misses Epgrave, Mr. C. W. Hodson, Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Wernicke and the Misses Wernicke, Mr. and Mm. F. A. and Miss Wearing, Mr. and Mrs. Bignold. Mr. and Mrs. Sims, Mr. and Mrs. Andrewes, Miss D. King, Mr. aud Mrs. Bald, Mr. Cruickshank, Miss Cruick- shank, Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Davenport, Mr. E. F. Ford, Mr. and Mrs. Grant Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. Gowenlock, Miss Le Mesurier, Mr. P. G. Griffin, Mr. and Mrs. R. Irwin, Mr. and Mrs. Mytton, Mi. and Mrs. S. Nosworthy, Mr. C. C. Robson, Mr. A.J. Shillingford, Mr. and Mrs. E. Wernicke,. Mr. F. Wernicke, Mr. E. C. Braddon, Mr. and Mrs. G. Judge, Miss Judge Mr. and Mrs Ager, Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Gwilt, Mrs. E. C. Moore Mr. and Mrs. A. Wernicke Mr. and Mrs. W. S. P. Weston, Mr. H. Walker, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Wynne, Miss MaoDonell, Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Tweedie Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Kuster, Mr. and Mrs. Grossman, Mr. and Mrs. R. C. S. Mackenzie, the Misses Mackenzie, Mr. F. E. D. Power Mr. and Mrs. J. I. Babonau, Mr. A. A. Price, Mr. and Mrs. S. B Carey, Mr. Harry Child, Mr. G. Edmonds, Mr. and Mrs. E. Hart, Mr. G. M. Lloyd, Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Miller, Mr. A. Scott, Mr. R. G. Thomson, Mr. James, Mr. Thomas, Mrs. and the Misses Mitchell, Mr. and Miss Bartlett, Mr. and Mrs. N. Damiano, Mr. and Mrs. M. M. Halli- day, Mr. Charles Manson, Mr., Mrs. and Miss Power, Mr. R. V. Pope, Mr. Harry Wild. Mr. Howard Yates, Mrs. J. H. Apjohn, Mrs. BrLcoe, Mrs. Biggie-Witker, Miss Terry, Miss 

WALTER H. STIMSON, Hony. Secj 
c8811 6 , Chowringhee, 7 1st June, 1899. $ 

T HE POLO CALENDAR, 1898-99, containi revised rules for polo, list of I. P. A. C. pon up to date, and accounts of tournaments played duri the year, is now ready. Copies—price Rs. 6 (hi price to Members of the Association), may he had application to the Honorary Secretary, I. P. A. ( Mean Meer. cS839 Calcutta F. C. 
M EMBERS are hereby notified that there will 1 Club practice games this evening and on Frida' c8849‘ 

BENGAL PRESIDENCY. 
CUR 11 ENT ENGA G EM ENT’S. 

Wednesday, June 7.—Western Bengal Prospect- ing Syndicate Ld. Annual General Meeting at No. 7 Church Lane at 12-30 p. m. Bengal Gold and Silver Meeting Co., Annual General Meeting at No. 7 Church Lane, 12 noon. Monday, June 12.—Sale of the estate of Moran and Co. Friday, June 16.—Swimming Competition Baths. Three lengths “ variety handicap.” Friday, June 30.—Swimming Competition (Baths. Two lengths hurdle handicap and Plunge handicap. ■ f. Wednesday, July 12.—Bengal Club General Meeting at Club House, 9-30 p.m. Saturday, July 15.—Annual General Meeting of Assam Branch India Tea Association at Moriani. 

W. 
at 
at 

Draught of Vessels. —The following is the draught recommended for vessels leaving port on 5th June,—24 feet 9 inches ; 6 th June, 25 feet 0 inch ; and 7th June, 25 feet 6 inches. A Correection. —We arelasked to mention that the Journal of the Photographic Society of India is now being edited by Mr. A. W. Turner, F. R. P. S.,—not by Mr. Pope, as stated in the notice of the current issue of that Journal which appeared in our columns yesterday. Garden Party. —On Sunday an after party was given by Raja Satindra Deb and his brothers, Kumar Kshitindra Deb and Kumar Munindra Deb at the Bansberia Rajbati in commemoration memoration of the 80th birthday of the Queen- Empress. Breach of the Excise Act. —At the Calcutta Police Court before the Hon. Nawab Syed Amir Hosseiu, yesterday two natives for being in possession sion of a quantity of opium without a license, were fined Rs. 50 with the alternative of two months’ imprisonment. 
The Sankirtan Rage. —An unique spectacle was witnessed at Puddopuker Square, Kutre Road, Barapuker Road, Ram Comal Makerji’s Street and the adjoining streets and lanes in Kidderpur on Sunday night, where there was a meeting of about 200 Sankirtan parties from different parts of the metropolis, suburbs and Howrah district. “Calcutta Weekly Notes.” 1 —Following the suggestion of many subscribers, the Weekly Notes are this week giving subscribers a half- yearly index (up to 1st May) of Vol. Ill, instead of giving the ordinary issue of Notes and Reports of cases, in the expectation that it will he found useful. From next year it is proposed to issue quarterly indices. A Dishonest Postal Employe. —Mr. Pearson, Chief Presidency Magistrate, \esterday disposed of the case in which a Mokamedau was charged with stealing some registered letters containing four notes of Rs. 20 each, intended for despatch to a local club. Accused was sentenced to eighteen Months’ imprisonment. 
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V 

The Ciyil im Iiurm Gazetti/ 

LAHORE, SEPTEMBRE 8 , 1899 . 

A EUPHRATES VALLEY RAILWAY. 
WAY. 

There has been more than one scheme 
mooted of late to bring India nearer to 
Europe by the overland route, and of these 
the latest, and perhaps the most feasible, is a plan to connect Constantinople with 
the Persian Gulf a line running through the Euphrates Vanfey. There is a line in 
existence already belonging to I he Anatolian 
tolian railway, which connects Constantinople 
nople with Koniah, an important town in 
Asia Minor, and a British syndicate is 
•at present negotiating with the Sublime 
Porte to be allowed to continue this line 'to Koweit, a port on the Persian Gulf. 
An essential part of the scheme is that 
there should also be a short branch line 
from Aleppo to Alexandretta, a port in 
the Levant, thus giving the grain trade 
of the Euphrates Valley an outlet on the 
Mediterranean. The advantages claimed 
for the scheme are, firstly, that by cutting 
straight across Asia Minor and Persia, and obviating the passage through the Red 
Sea, it would bring India five days nearer 
to Europe ; and secondly, the Provinces of 
Baghdad and Bussorah whose trade would be tapped, are said by competent authorities 
ties to be two of the most fertile dis'ricts in the world, far exceeding in possibilities the Delta of the Nile, and having an area seven times as great. As an illustration tion of the extraordinary fertility of the Hand in the alluvial districts of the Euphrates 
phrates Valley, three crops can be grown yearly. In addition to this it has long ‘been the object of English statesmen to 
■consolidate the position of England in the 
iPersian Gulf, where British interests, both 

IHt VIYIL tf MILITARY QMETTt, 

political and commercial, are now paramount, mount, and recent events have displayed us in a position of considerable rivalry to Russia in those parts. Such a line as 
this, financed by' British capital, would 
bring under British control two important ports, one on the Mediterranean and the other on the Persian Gulf, would afford 
England a powerful means of exercising her influence over the large territory of Central Persia, and of establishing new trade relations over art enormous area of 1 
unexploited country of exceptional wealth, and would thus strengthen British influence ence in Turkey and in the Persian Gulf, and indirectly in Persia and Afghanistan. Another consideration of considerable importance 
portance in view of the partial return of famine with which we were threatened this 
years is that the line would bring a great grain producing tract in direct communication tion with Karachi. 

It appears, however, that there is considerable siderable opposition to this project, not on the part of Russia, whose ambitions are still largely directed to exploiting Northern Persia and obtaining a port on the Persian Gulf with a railway connection, 
tion, but on the part of Germany. It is well-known what strenuous efforts the Emperor 
peror William has been making to push the 
trade of Germany in Turkey, and he has now extended his attention to Asia Minor, a country of which Moltke once expressed ed the hope that 11 one day it would come under the shadow of the German 
Eagle.” The Anatolian railway belongs to a German company, the Deutsche Bank, which obtained the concession on the 
conditions, firstly, that they should construct, 
struct, within eight years from 1893, a line from Angora to Kaisariah, a northern branch of the same scheme, and secondly, that the Ottoman Government should have the right to call on the Company to extend the line from Kaisariah to Baghdad. Within the six years which have since 
elapsed, the Company have not laid a 
single kilometre of the line from Angora to Kaisariah, nor even made the necessary surveys ; they have, moreover, discovered that the line from Kaisariah to Baghdad lies through difficult country, while the ! 
greater part of the vilayets through which 1 it would pass do not yield sufficient I 
revenues to cover the Turkish Govern- | Tnent guarantee. They, therefore, display- | ed no desire to act up to their engagements, ' 
and caused considerable indignation in 
Turkish Government circles. In spite of 
this, however, so soon as they discovered 
that an English Company had put in a 
tender on more favourable terms than 
themselves for an alternative line from 
Koniah to the Persian Gulf, they put forward a moral claim of preference for 
any' concession that might be granted for 
a line to Baghdad and the Persian Gulf, and backed it up by diplomatic representation?. tation?. The position at present is that the 
^ English scheme is very much further forward 
ward than the German ; it was proposed six months ago and has received the 
approval of all the requisite Turkish 
Departments up to the final ratification 
by the Sultan, while the German scheme 
is still in its initial stage. But, on the 
other hand, the Germans are able to rely on the strong diplomatic pressure of their 
Government, while British merchants all 
over the world complain that they are 
left to fight entirely lor their own hand, and that now-a-days it is a positive disadvantage 
advantage to be a British subject. The 
present time is one of battles for railway concessions throughout Asia, and up to 
the present we have, done none too well 
when we have come in contact with 
Russia and Germany in China and elsewhere. 
where. It is to be hoped that on the 
pre ent occasion that experience will be 
reversed. The strategic features of the 
case are by no means its least important 
aspect. At the present moment our interest 
is paramount in Southern Persia, an# 
Russia’s in Northern Persia ; Central Persia 
still remains to be allotted, and is a rich 
prize for the victor in the struggle of 
commercial rivalry. If we wish to secure 
this region for our trade, and at the same 
time prevent the trade of Asia Minor from being totally annexed by Germany, it is necessary that we should be up and 
doing. No step that we could take would 
be so efficacious in securing both our 
commercial and strategic position as to 
run a railway through the heart of the 
country. It would, moreover, be a decided 
political and military advantage to bring India within eight days of London, while 
it would be posssible to run a line along the Persian Gulf and through Mekran or not 
according as our strategists thought wise 
Not India alone will watch with interest 
to see if the English Company obtain the 
Sultan’s signature to their tender, or 
whether British interests are to be subordinated 
dinated to those of another country in yet another part of Asia, 
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T£, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1899. 

iud it a help in shooting to have the tip of he foresight painted red. It is a question of 
jptics which should b determined individually. Rifles are so ■ etimes accused of throwing :o the right or left when it is the fault of the irer and not of the weapon. If the rifle is uclined over to one side, it will throw to that ride and low. It is not so easy to tell .vhether a rook rifle is upright as it is in he case of a large rifle when, for long dis- ances* at any rate, a long metal backsight s provided which is easy to see when not 
)erp ndicular. Even whh a rook rifle, how- 
:ver, a little care will make this fault to be letected. If a rifle throws i ersistently to one 
ide, you should ask someone to watch while is being fired, and to tell you if it was inclined to one side. There are many other ides which are as good as the ’295 —’300. he “Q ackenbush,” an American rifle, V2 
ilibre, is wonderfully accurate. Its tiuv 
ullet, however, is not to be relied on, perhaps t ranges over 50 yards if there is any wind, t is very cheap, costing only Rs. 35 There is a miniature Martini Henry rifle jhich is a good weapon. Its calibre is 
297—’230. The '22 Winchester is beautifully ccura'e, and is a most excellent rifle. Rides which take '230 cartridge’ are con- 
enient, as this is the Government Morris tube iore. It is rdvisable to g> t a ride with a veil :no*n f ore, as otherwise there is difficulty in 
jetting ammunition for it. 

G< U nc 
re a: o t' I t i 

1 
i c 

MURREE. 
1 (From our Own Correspondent). 

Murrek, Sept. 6. On Thursday, the 31st, a gymkhana was held on the Murree depot grou id, a pleasant innovation, as they have so far been held at 
Charial, which is really too far to be convenient. venient. The increased atteudance showed the popularity of the change, and we now 
hope that many more entertainments will take 
place on this ground, where the public can come without a tedious and tiresome ride, or worse still, journey in a dandy. The officers of the Ride Brigade were “ At Ho ne,” and their band played delightfully all the afternoon. noon. There were a large number cf entries for each of the five events, and much interest was shown by the spectators. The ladies did not prove good catchers, in the fourth race, when thrir partners had to gallop past and throw a tennis ball for them to catch. This was won by Miss Deane who managed to carch her ball twice out of the three runs. It u as 
very interesting to note how cleverly those men who are known as good horsemen, Major Younghusband in particular, turned in their saddles and threw low behind them, while the more reckless, inexperienced horsemen threw wild/ in the air, many yards both above and beyond their fair partner?. Great excitement prevailed over the Bdaclava Melee, which was eventually won by a team of the Rifle Brigade. The next night, Friday, the ist, the second subscription dance of the season came off, and was voted by everyone to be one of the pleasantest yet field in Murree. There were about 150 (eople present, nearly all dancers, and though the room was never crowded yet it was well-filled, most people dancing every dance. The string band of the Rifle Brigade was responsible for the music, and they played in excellent time, a well chosen programme of pretty music. 
Among those present were General and Mrs. MacCall who brought a party. The refreshments were first-class, and Fe decorations well repaid the labour spent cn them by the energetic Committee and the ladies who assisted them. On Saturday afternoon a cripket-match at Gharial and several croquet-parties kept everyi one in the fresh air. The weather is so perfect now that one feels it is a shame to be indoors more than is absolutely necessary. On Tuesday, the 5th, a Variety entertainment ment was held in the Assembly Rooms, the proceeds to be given to the “ SoidierV Home.” It was originated by Lady Palmer gand managed aged by Major de Courcy Hamilton. We were disappointed in not hearing some of our best songsters, but fresh talent had been imported from the Gullies and elsewhere. For the best item in the fir t half was Colonel Bourke’s dancing of the hornpipe. Dressed as a Jack Tar he danced with much spirit and met with enthusiastic applause. His playing of the bones was also much appreciated. Mr. O’Brien, who sang Lohrs “ Margarita ” 

has a very pretty tenor voice, and sang with much feeling. . Mrs Walker, in a pretty Jap nese costume, sang “ The Giesha’s Life,” very correctly and clearly, ending with a little dance. Major Hamilton sang “ The Little Nipper” in true coster style, having first explained plained that I is very correct e euing clothes were in the latest coster fashion. He was loudly encored and gave us “The Nasty Way 'e Sez It.” A song from Mrs. Young, accompanied by her daughters o 1 the piano and violin, concluded the first ln!f. 
Then|came a “ Shadow Pantomime ” which was really excellent and most amusing, The names of the performers were omitted from the programme, and there was a g^od deal of speculation as to who wete the owners of the black figures, but I think we all recognised Mrs. Fane and Major Hamilton. The play went brightly and evoked much laughter. Mrs. Fane was particularly good, securing the honours of the piece. The house was well filled and the proceeds to be handed to the “ Soldier..’ Home ” ought to be substantial, 

F / a c. A b. fc 
e: at w a ti it tl e c tl 
P ti u c 
t 1 

{FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.) ROUGH PASSAGE FOR WALERS. 
(By Telegram.) 

Poona, Sept. 7 , I he steamer Darius which has had, very rough passage from Australia, and has just touched at Madras, has several race horses on board, Among others the Cup horses Talavera and Vigorous for the Patiala stable, htp e suffered consideri bly, Talavera still being bad with strangles. The Cup horse Forrest for Jodhpore is repoi ted as having got over his passage very well. 
THE JOHN CUP. 

The second of the semt-fiuals for the John Football Challenge Cup was played on the 4th iustant between “ Manor House ” and “ Fair Oaks ’ and resulted in a victory for “ Manor House ” by 5 goals to 1. The final for the Cup new lies between “ Manor House ” and “ Oak Grove ” and comes off on St. Fidelis’ ground on Saturday, the 9th, at 4 p. m. 
KHYBER RIFLE MEETING. 

Sept. 3. The Khyber Rifle Meeting commenced yesterday terday morning, starting with Ma che? 1 and 2 and 6 and 10. The following are the. scores :— 
Individual. British N.-C. Us and Men. Match 1.—Seven rounds at 200 yards. Prizes- Rs. 5 . Rs. 3, R ■ . 2, Re. r. Points- Sergeant T u ;ker, R . E Gun n-r Griffiths, 1 M. B. R. A. ... ~ I7 Corporal Brennan, 1 M. B. R. A Sergeint Freshwater, R. E. ... Match 2. —Seven rounds at 500 yards. Prizes Rs. 5, Rs. 3, Rs, 2. Re. 1, Championship prize for best aggregate in Matches 1 and 2 Rs. 10, Points . Corporal Brenna •, 1 M. B R A. jg Gunner Reeve-1 M. B. R, A. ... jj. ”. jg Sergeant Tucker, R. E. ... j- Gunn r Booth, * M. li. R. A. ... 
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Ampcrinl 
(Witmtl of 

\}cr$ux. 

ALBERT MANSIONS, 

>r>'rr ■ 
h >•>'?>' 

1 

ENCLOS. (Close to Victoria Station.) 26th April, 1901. 

His Excellency, 
Lord Curzon of Kedleston, 

Viceroy, 
SIMLA, 

INDIA. 

My dear Excellency, 

I enclose you herewith copy of a 
Paper 

on 

Persia read at the Royal Statistical Society this week, which 

will probably interest you. At the discussion which took 

place after the reading of the Paper reference was made by 

more than one 
speaker to the new Mushki Route vie Quetta, 

I am. 

My dear Excellency, 

Yours sincerely, 

r 
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1 Persia and Mesopotamia. 

Beech Huret, 
Lingfield. 

13th August 1903. 

>ear Mr. Scot Keltie, 

I am anxious to bring before tne R. G. S. for 

consideration during the next session, the claims of the 

countries adjoining 
our Indian territory, which may be considered 

sidered as 
coming under the sphere of influence of our Oriental 

Empire. 

They include Persia and the Valley of tne Euphrates, 

with the area known as 
Mesopotamia. These territories are 

bound together in close connection, 
as 

being of immense 

importance to us 
commercially, and they may not be considered 

^eograpbically apart, if 
■ve remember the civilizing influence 

we must exert in the neighbourhood of the Persian Gulf. 

I do not know what recent information regarding them 

the R.G.S. may possess, but I ha-ve no 
hesitation in saying that 

in Modern Atlases they have been neglected, in comparison with 

other countries in Asia. 

Might not some text-book describing their areas 
topographically be produced, with the authority of the R.G.SJ 

this would lead to their cartography receiving attention. 

Sir Thoe. Holdich is so 
great 

an 
authority 

on such 

matters that I am sure he will be ready to indicate what steps 

can be taken, but I would venture to impress upon the Society 

the importance of dealing, 
as soon as 

possible, with 
^subject. 

Yours sincerely 

J. Scot Keltie Fisq., 
Secretary R.G.S. 

Sd. S.J.Chapman. 
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$>o 

Note by the President 

on 

the work su^^^sted by General Chapman. 

(leneral 
Chap-aa^s desire for 

a 
good account of the 

English connection with tue Persian Gulf, Mesopotamia, and 

southern and eastern Persia deserves consideration. Certainly 

tne spread of 
a more 

complete knowledge of the story of our 

work in Mesopotamia and the Persian Gulf is very desirable. 

Txie materials are scattered and are to a 
large extent official. 

The history of the flow of commerce up and down the 

Persian Gulf and the Mesopotaaian rivers, including the voyage 

of Nearohus, the great schemes of Alexander, Trajan and Julian, 

and the trade of the Arabs from the 8th century, is of the 

deepest interest. Then followed Portuguese ascendancy, 
our 

sea 
fights with tne Portugal* until tne fall of Ormuz, the 

snaring of trade between the Dutch and ‘English with their 

factories at Gombrun, and the rise of the maritime Arab power 

at Muscat. 

All this would form a most inter* eting introduction 

to the story of British ascendancy brought down to the present 

day. The commencement of that ascendancy dates from the first 

treaty between the Ruler of Oman and the East India Company in 

1798. Pull details of our relations with these Oman Sovereigns 

will be found in the reports of the Zanzibar Commission 
, 

and in 

hr. Badger *s History of Oman 
(1858) 

and his translation of the 

History of the Sefezids of Oman printed for the Society 

in 1871. 

The great pirate tribe of the Persian Gulf, called 

Juwasimi, belonged to the Wahabj sect and became more 
powerful 

than the Oman Rulers between 1798 and 1806. They 
even had tne 

audacity to attack British men of war in their boats. It 
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became impossible for any peaceful trader to enter the gulf. 

In 1810 Sir Lionel Smith proceeded, with a land force, 

to root out their strongholds. In 1819 a second expedition 

went to the Persian Gulf under General Sir Villiam Grant. In 

1820 there was a disaster, trie Juwasimis surprising and killing 
m. 31 

regret- seyen of our officers and three hundred and three of our men. 
table 
incident.In the following year Sir Lionel Smith went with 3000 men and 

completely subdued the pirates, taking all their strongholds. 

Accounts of these operations will be found in the volumes of 

Bombay select lone - especially vol. XXIV . 

British ascendancy dates from 1822. After the 

destruction of the pirates it became necessary for the English 

to maintain a naval force in the Persian Gulf, and to adopt a 

settled and continuous policy. 

British influence in the Persian Gulf has been 

exercised: - 

1. To suppress piracy ,. 

2. To supply surveys and sailing directions. 

3. To encourage and extend conuierce . 

4. To maintain the status quo of the Chiefs . 

5. To root out tne slave trade. 

6. To exclude foreign influence . 

A work on the subject ought to show, in detail, how 

these objects have been maintained, and to produce a conviction 

that there should be continuity of purpose with regard to them. 

But if such a work is to receive support from our 

Society, it should have a geographical basis, and it should tell 

the story of our surveys: work which would throw lustre on 

any service, and which was commenced as long ago as 1820. 

Captains Guy and Bruchs trained a splendid staff of 

younger surveyors during the ten years from 1820 to 1830. 

Amon? them were Haines, Kempthorne, Cogan, Whitelook, Lynch, 
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4. 

and Haugirton who constructed the charts. The sailing 

directions by Captain Bruchs are in the Bombay Selections 

"To. 24 p.47 . Kerapthorne * s notes on the voyapre of ^Tearcnus 

describing the islands at the entrance of the Gulf, a journey 

to Oman, and giving an account of the Arabs on the pirate 

See also are in our Journal v. p.263 : and papers by ffhitelock 
Vellsted’s 
Journey gf 
into Oman 
R. • S. J. 
VII -102. 

at \coast will be f^und in our Journal VTT I p.170 , and in that 
In 1838 the * 
Editor of lof our daughter Society at Bombay I p.294. The geographical 
our Journal 
nal exprsssWniemoranda of Mr Rich, the Political Resident of the time, 
ad regret 

are in M.S. at the India Office, having been presented by that no 
complete 
account of 
the Persian 
sian Gulf 
Survey had 
been published. 
lished. 

-U^- °- -w_ 

'fcz 

Mr Claud Erakine. 

In 1835 our geographical and surveying work in 

Mesopotamia was commenced, and was continuous during 20 years. 

It is a grand story which h.:s never been popularly told. 

Our gold medallist, Colonel Cnesney, gave a general account 

of tne labours and proceedings of the Euphrates expedition in 

our Journal TUI p.41i ; from 1835 to 1837. Chesney was 

succeeded by Captain 4.B.Lynch until 1843, whe" Captain Pelix 

Jones succeeded him. That officer’s admirable labours are 

recorded in our Journel. XVIII p.l, in that of Bombay VI. 169 1 
* 

and in the Bombay Selections vol 10,111 Ko.5 . He was an 

excellent draughtsman, Captain Felix Jones became Political 

Agent at Bushire^ in 1855. During the war witu Persia in 

1856-57 he drew up valuable itineraries and notes for the 

commissariat department, now among the Political and Secret 

Records of the India Office . His beautiful map of Mesopotamia 

has never been published.^" He was latterly a valued member 

of our Council. He was succeeded in Mesopotamia by Captain 

Selby, and Captain Bewsher who gave us an account of the 

ancient canals. R.G.S.J. XXXVII 160 . 

A revision of the Persian Gulf Survey was undertaken 

in 1857 to 1865, and entrusted to Captains Constable and 
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Stifte. An acocunt of it will "be found in the R.C-.S, 

XXX « XL I , and Bombay G.S.J. Xll p.98 . Mr Chapg^i 

surveyed Bahrein in 1872, and the Vehran coast was surveyed 

by Captain Stiffs in 18°3. The Admiralty published the 

"Persian ^ulf Pilot." 

!Pe have had a paper on the Persian ftulf as an area 

of Trade by Sir H. Pally in the ^rocee d inrs VTTT 18, papers 

on the Karun by Mr Lynch, Lord Curzon and Colonel Sawyer; 

on Bahrein by Mr Bent; on Orauz <&c. by Captain Stifle; and 

most valuable oomrauni cat ions on Kerrnan from Colonel Sykes, 

as well as on Seistan and Beluchistan. The labours of 

Sir Frederic Coldsmid, Colonels Stewart a^d ^h?»mpain, Sir 

0. St. Jonn, r Blanford and ethers in southern Persia also 

belong to the story of the gulf and its shores. 

Tiie materials I have glanced at, indicate wuat I 

think should be the scope of the work. If it is to receive 

support from the Society it must have a geographical ‘basis, 

and must treat the various subjects, from a geographical stand 

point. It should embrace the Persian frontiers on the sides 

of the Persian Gulf, (of Seistan,) and of Beluchietan on the 

east, and cf Mesopotamia on the west side. The histories of 

tribes, cf towns and settlements, political and commercial, 

should be traced out, and, as regards the Persian Gulf, cur 

policy should always be kept in view. Special attention 

should be gi\en to Fowait and to the Farun basin. 

Such a work, if well planned and executed, would be 

of imuense value at the present tine. I am of opinion that, 

if a well considered plan for it was submitted to the Council 

by a competent author, that it 'would be proper for the Society 

to give the undertaking special encouragement in such form 

as may be considered advisable. 

For an autuor Mr. Hogarth nas been mentioned. Mr. 

Foster of the India Office would also be a competent author 

89Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00005a

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00005a#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00005a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[43v] (90/255)

. 

. 

. 

. 

90Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Unknown

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00005b

http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00005b#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00005b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[44r] (91/255)
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6 

. 

with the advantage of naviog mucn otherwise inaccessible 

material within his reach. The work certainly could not 

well be written without his help and advice. Captain 

Stiffens assistance would be essential 
as 

regards the 

Persian Gulf. In each section of tne work the very latest 

information should be given and the 
requirements of tne 

future should be indicated clearly and forcibly from the 

lessons of history. If the work is treated in the way I 

have suggest ad I think that it would be within tne scope of 

our 
objects. 

Clements R. Markham. 

Oct. 1503. 
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General Caapaar^s Proposals. 

To carry out General Cnapman*s 
views fully, 

a work 

as 
comprehensive 

as 
trial suggested by ^ President would run 

him into two if not taree volumes. I think that the Persian 

Gulf and Persian section might include all that part of 

Beluonistan subject to that occupation; leaving ’Pathan* 

Peluchistan to be associated with 
Afghanistan. The c^untr iss 

east of India would certainly require another volume. 

In regard to the story of ancient trade in the Gulf, 

I think the Phoenician occupation of the 'Bahrein islands and 

their expansion to the Mediterranean is of great interest 
• 

also the expansion of tiie 
Himyavilic Arabs eastward through 

M&kr&n to tne Indian frontier. It was the beginning of the 

Arab trade supremacy in the eastern v/crld. 

For early history of Arab trade I regard V, 
h r 

7 

and his voyage 

t>£ 

-:e arklios as 
the best authorities and in 

mediaeval times Elliott's history of Tn^ia, Hiap.T, but both 

want revising by the light of modern researches connected 

with the Survey Departuiont of India. (Sea also Mokler , 8 
pampiilots}. 

I agree wit<a the President that official connection 

with the India Office is 
important for the success of the 

work. All the modern Geography of those regions is i 
n 

the 

hands of the Indian Survey officials and can 
only be reached 

through the India Office. Binoe Stiffs and ’irdlestcne 

finished tne nautical survey of the Persian Gulf 
a 

great part 

of Persia, including tue Kiiorasan province, parts 
c:i Waste/ 

■, 
Persia end the Southern coast have been surveyed geograpnically 

Baluchistan (including .iakran) 
has been completed topograpuic- 

ally, and Afghanistan 
has more then two thirds of its area 

mapped. Triangulation has recently been car risd from Firman 

to Bandai Abbas and now extends across the Gulf. ^ive or 
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six native Survayors have heen oontinuously employed 
on 

have "been run 
hy Survey duty and some excellent 

the officials of the telegraph department. The most complete 

map at present published is that which was 
compiled in my 

office in 1896-98, but there has accumulated 
a 

good deal of 

information since then which can 
only be obtained from the 

Indian Survey Office, Calcutta. 

The following pamphlets written and published when 

I was 
employed in the Persian Gulf and in Makran may be of 

use. 
Ethnographic and Historical notes on &akran 

- 
Calcutta 

- 
1892. 

tfotse on the Antiquities, Ethnography and History of 

Makran 
- 

Calcutta 1914. 

•KalaV (by Tali) 

- 
Calcutta 1896. 

Reports 
on 

Survey operations in Jiakran and Baluchistan 

1892 
- 

93 
- 

Calcutta. 

larbones and routes in Makran 
- 

Calcutta 1892. 

Reconnaissance from Karachi to Kharan 
- 

1892 Calcutta. 

’Census of India* 1901. Baluchistan. Bombay 

- 

1902. 

Borne of the native surveyors reports 

- 

particularly 

those of Tusaf Sharif and Sheikh Mohindin would be useful. 

Butcher*s traverse through Southern Persia is also 

good. 

For trade statistics, which are after all of primary 

importance tne 
Foreign office pubiicafione 

- 

diplomatic und 

Consular reports 
are the best authority 

- 
I have also a 

great 

number of private notes correspondence <scc., relating to tho 

whole borderland of India which have never 
yet been utilized. 

Sgd. Tho s• Hold!oh. 

W.B. Tne present maps of Mesopotamia 
are 

quite out 
r 
'f date. 

Nothing has been done since Chesney*6 time. 
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“ Phiz ” (Habl6t Knight Browne). F. C. Burnand. Randolph Caldecott. C. S. Calverley. A. C. Coebould. Walter Crane, R.W.S. Richard Doyle. Bisket Foster, R.W.S. Harry Furniss. Sir John Gilbert, R.A., P.R.W.S. W. S. Gilbert. George Grossmith. Dean Hole. Thomas Hood. Douglas Jerrold. Charles Keene. Andrew Lang. John Leech. Lord Leighton, P.S.A. Mark Lemon. Charles Lever. Mbs. Lynn Linton. 

Sir Frank Lockwood. Henry Lucy. Stacy Marks, R.A. George du Haurier. Phil May. Henry Mayhbw. Horace Mayhew. Sir John Millals, Bt., P.R.A. 
“ Jacob Omnium ” (Matthew J. Higgins). gins). 
John Oxenbord. Bernard Partridge. Coventry Patmore. James Payn. Briton Riviere, K.A. George Augustus Sat,* . Linley Samboukne. Albert Smith. Horace Smith. G. A. Storey, A.R.A. Tom Taylor. Sir John Tenntel, R.I. Lord Tennyson. W. M. Thackeray. H. D. Traill. Fred Walker, A.R.A. W. H. Wills. 
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There were never before published in this world so many volumes which contain so much cause for laughing and so little for blushing, so many jokes and so little harm. ’ ’ It was in these words that Thackeray summed up the earlier volumes of Punch. How great a share of these “ many jokes ” Punch owed to Thackeray himself the world never knew until the other day, when Mr. M. H. Spielmann, the Historiographer Royal to Mr. Punch’s Majesty, collected and reprinted the series of social satires in prose and verse with which the great novelist continued for years to enrich the pages of his beloved weekly. Fhackeray was not the sole Punch contributor whose work upon the great weekly was one side only of a full life. Side by side with the names of professed wits like Thomas Hood, Horace Smith, Douglas Jerrold, Shirley Brooks, Tom Taylor, and W. S. Gilbert, we find the list of Punch’s contributors adorned with the glorious name of Tennyson, while many writers of the first rank in various fields of literature have done some of their brightest work for the brightest of papers. Among the illustrators appear not only the names of such familiar “ Punchites” as Leech, Doyle, Keene, “ Phiz,” “ Alfred Crowquill,” Kenny Meadows, dn Maurier, and the veteran Sir John Tenniel, but also such famous artists as Si John Millais, Sir John Gilbert, Lord Leighton, Birket Foster, and Randolph Caldecott. The roll of English letters and English art contains, indeed, few more illustrions names than are to be found upon Mr. Punch’s roll of fame. Punch became popular with the multitude because its jokes were amusing and its cuts spirited ; it gained the esteem of the critical because its English was the English of great masters and its art the best of English art ; it became influential because it spoke with the national voice, and because its laughter was the laughter of a race who laugh with healthy minds and healthy bodies. This sturdiness of body and mind and the vigour of national policy which have combined to make our Empire what it is are, indeed, largely due to two characteristics istics of the race to which Punch has: given full expression. The love of country life and field sports, which Englishmen of all ages and classes display, is manifested throughout the volumes ; from Leech to Corbould a long line of successful artists have brought to Punch readers the fragrance of the’antumnal coverts and the clamour of the chase. The more serious side of a country gentleman’s life has not been less amply represented. The hearty, full-blooded patriotism of the race glows in the succession of cartoons which have done so much to stimulate our statesmen and their supporters. Some sheets of paper enclosed in a bandage of thinner paper—break it open, and there is this week’s Punch as it goes all over the world ; the cartoon that makes stout English hearts beat under the khaki, and tender English eyes glow at the thought of the hearts beneath the khaki : the scholarly wit of the men to whom Thackeray still seems a comrade ; the broad true lines with which some, at any rate among modern draughtsmen, keep Albert Durer’s memory alive ; the brilliant realism of Mr. Punch’s Colonial Contingent ; these and other delightful ingredients combining to make the brightest of weeklies. And such a weekly is peculiarly useful now that the nation’s laughter should be most ready and the nation’s heart beat most roundly. Some foreigners are amazed to find that London is not a panic-stricken city, that we are not all running up and down the streets calling one another traitors. Perhaps it is our sense of humour the national characteristic of which Punch is the exponent, that saves us from such absurdities. We bear our troubles all the better because we laugh, even when private grief makes it hard to laugh for our neighbour’s sake, and easy to weep over personal sonal sorrows. Punch’s wit is always cheering, and Punch’s sturdy patriotism is always a wholesome stimulant. These volumes are more than a collection of jokes, they tell the story of fifty years in the life of a great people they are the history of a period, the record of a development. They are volumes which should form a part of every private librsrv in town or country. } 
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EXPLORATIONS AT SUSA, 
Half a century has elapsed since Mr. Kennet Loftua, by his brief excavations, directed attention to the archaeological importance of explorations 

on the site of ancient Susa. At that time nothing 
vras known of the ancient and powerful Elamite kingdom of which Susa formed the capital, and little else than the remains of the palaces of the Aehsemenian kings were expected. The decipher 
ment of the historical records of the Chaldean and Assyrian empires showed that from the remotest motest times the great confederation of tribes who occupied the highlands of western Persia and the lowland plains on the right bank of the Tigris had played no inactive part in the earliest acts of the drama of Oriental history ; and the attention of scholars was then forcibly directed to the importance of systematic explorations on the site. 

\ 

The position of the two great tumidi which mark the site of the ancient Elamite capital is of great strategic vaine, as they protect plains 
watered by the Karon and Bizful rivers and gnard the ranges of mountains which rise step by step to the great tableland of Iran. The larger of the tumuli is about 15 hundred metres in length, and some eight hundred in its greatest width. The larger mound marks the site of the Achajinenian capitol, and at its northern extremity M. Dienlafoy uncovered the apadanas 
or palaces of Artaxerxes, Mnemon, and Darius, during his explorations in 1884-1886. Loftus had obtained several inscribed bricks bearing the names of Elamite rulers contemporary with the Sargonide dynasty, b.c. 731'625, hut uo traces or buildings prior to the Persian age had been found, and many scholars had formed the opinion that the town had been completely destroyed in the terrible siege and sack by Assnrbanipal in b.o. 640. The mention of Elamite palaces in Babylonian 
lonian inscriptions as early as B.c. 1300 and in the later Assyrian times proved that such buildings ings must have existed. One special mention ipay be quoted :—Kurigalzu, King of Babylon aboutB.c. 1300, states that he recovered a certain gem of agate “ from the palace of Susa, which is in Elam. ’ ’ The obverse of this gem has a dedication by the order of the Babylonian King Dungi. It was no doubt carried away by the Elamites in b.c. 2285 When they overran Chaldea. Other kings also mention these Royal residences. The work of Oppert, Sayce, Weissbach, and others on the rock and brick inscriptions made it clear that explorations plorations in the older portions of the ruins would produce good results. On his resignation of his post as director of the Gizeh Museum M. de Morgan was entrusted with a special scientific mission to make 
a thorough exploration of the site f- the ! first results are made known to the world /I of science in his report to the Minister of | Public Instruction, and they fully justify the expectations that were formed of the richness of the site. Indeed, it is no misstatement of the facts to say that no explorations in Mesopotamia have produced such astonishing results or opened lup so many new problems, not only as regards the historic ages of the Mesopotamian valley, but in what has been entirely wanting—traces of prehistoric historic times. Those results are due to the fact tliat the head of the expedition was a skilled and trained explorer, assisted by those who had long served under him in Egypt and were versed in his methods. Of the staff 'MM. Jequier, Lampre, and Gautier had worked in Egypt especially 
on primitive sites, and Father Scheil, a learned French Assyriologist, joined the expedition at a later period as expert. As Loftus and Dieulafoy had been unable to find any extensive pre- Achsemenian remains in the larger tumu- lus, work was commenced in a smaller but loftier mound about 250 mhtres to the west. This mound rises to a height of nearly 100ft. above the surrounding plain,and presented every indication of being a more ancient ruin. On his arrival at Susa in December, 1897, M. de Morgan, who had previously visited the site in 1891, prepared for a thoroughly scientific exploration of the site, and here his previous training ing as a geologist stood him in good stead, as it had previously done in Egypt. The skilled explorer knows that in all ancient sites, especially in the East, the law of stratification holds good, and that to ascertain the various strata and their ages is the first task before the more minute examination can be made. To this end M. de Morgan commenced his work by driving a series of tunnels into the mound at varying heights above the plain. By this means he struck a number of strata, which yielded results hitherto not found in Chaldea or Assyria. Starting with a base tunnel which revealed a yellow alluvial—no doubt a deposit brought down from the Persian mountains—he pierced the slope of the mound with five tunnels,, until the first historic toric stratum was reached at a distance of about iseven metres below the upper surface of the ,mound. It was in the lower tunnels that most, iimportant discoveries were made in the finding of 
no less than three strata of prehistoric times. Here, as in all previously excavated stratified mins, pottery afforded important data. The first stratum was 10'93 mitres above the plain, and showed traces of a civilized people. Much pottery, remarkable for the fineness of its glaze and decorated with painted patterns in red, black, and brown, was discovered. The patterns were chiefly geometrical, but some had figures of birds resembling the prehistoric pottery from Nagada, in Egypt, and the,early Greek work. In this stratum but fewworked flints were found. In the next stratum, 14'30 metres above the base, the pottery was not so fine,mostly 
vases of rough earth, but the flints became more numerous, and here an important discovery was made. In many places heaps of small flaked flints were found which the explorer, from his Egyptian experiences, recognized as the flint teeth of sickles ; and in the upper portion many such fragments were found with the bitumen adhering to them which had been used to seal them into the wooden frame of the sickle. It will be remembered that the Egyptian hieroglyph ma, a sickle, is coloured at Medum and other sites as a wooden frame modelled from the ox-jaw in which flint teeth are set. Here, then, was a discovery which gladdened the heart of M. de Morgan. He had maintained in his work on “ Researches on the beginnings of Egyptian Civilization ” that cereal growing was not indigenous to Egypt but had been introduced by an Asiatic race, who naturally brought with them the instrument with which to reap ,the crops. Here, then, in the Susanian plain, one of the greatest corn-growing regions of Western Asia, ample evidence of a great corn-growing population is found. The ancient Chaldean records dating from b.o. 6000, the cone of Ente- 
mena and other inscriptions, refer to the corn wealth of those regions, and Strabo states that their yield was one hundred or even two bnn- dred fold. In the strata above, the remains of (these implements were still more numerous, And the teeth polished and worn from usage. Stone maces, one of the earliest prehistoric weapons, 'began to appear. Rising now to another stratum, 21 metres above the base line, we first find burnt bricks and traces of buildings, but no inscriptions whatever ; and four metres higher the first town is discovered—the remains of the taost ancient Susa, which in many respects resemble the lowest strata found by the American explorers at Nippur—but still no inscribed bricks. Above this, at a depth of about four and a half metres, we come upon the ancient Elamite or Anzanian citadel, which was destroyed by iAssurbanipal about B.o. 640. Now all these strata, presenting evidence of progressive degrees of culture, show clearly jwhat an immense antiquity we must assign [to the first settlements on this site, and yaise the important question whether we have not evidence of antiquity greater than is discovered 
an Chaldea. Having ascertained the order of his strata, M. de Morgan entrusted the work of opening trenches to M. G. Lampre. After passing ing through two mlitres of Persian and Arab debris the Grseco-Persian level was reached, which by enamelled vases and coins may be said 
to cover a period of about five centuries from the Macedonian conquest to the rise of the Sassanian dynasties—that is B.c. 330 to a.d. 226. Below this the Elamite stratum was reached, and tha remaioa of walls and navementa of. 

bricks inscribed with the names of Elamite rulers—such as Kudur-nakhunta, Selkhak, and Sutruk-nakh unta—were found ; and from the amount of cinders and charred wood it became evident that this was the palace destroyed by Assurbanipal in his vengeance on Elam. The terrible destruction by fire and the deliberate razing of walls made it impossible to ascertain accurately the general plans, but many discoveries coveries of great archaeological importance were made. The walla were of square kiln-burnt bricks (0'35m. sq.), of bright brown colour, those facing the interior being inscribed, so that the walls were covered with lines of writing. Along the walla were found many fragments of enamelled bricks bearing inscriptions or decorative patterns, also portions of bricks with figures of men and animals used to form decorative panels. This mode of decoration had been familiar to us in its highest style in the Achasmenian palaces, as is shown by the splendid enamelled brick work found by M. Dieulafoy and 
now in the Louvre. Its use by the Elamite rulers in the eighth century shows us the source from which the Aehsemenian artists derived their inspiration ; there are many other indications tions of this influence of the older Susanian civilization. In the larger rooms the bases of columns were found, but from the large quantity of cinders and carbon around them it is evident that these rooms had been roofed like the Persian apadanas. We can now trace this interesting form of construction hack to a much earlier period than the Achsemenian age. We have the ancient Elamite halls dating about b.c. 700, probably earlier, but these reproduce the columued hall of the Kassite period of Nippur about b.c. 1300. The Kassite or Cossean was first cousin to the Elamite and of mountain origin, and therefore it is not difficult to see, as Sir Henry Layard suggested, the origin of this style in the wood columned chambers of the mountain tribes such as the Bakhtiary or the Yezidis of to-day. We coma now to the most important and astonishing discoveries of the historic period. Assnrbanipal stripped the palace as far as i he could and wrecked it, but there were certain monuments which escaped removal on : account of their weight. Space will permit 
us to describe only one of these, but its im- ( portance justifies us. As we have already said, there was enmity between Elam or Anzan i and Chaldea from the earliest ages, and indeed these border wars form the chief items of history. ( One of these campaigns of the greatest importance is that of Naiam-Sin, the warlike son of the ] great hero Sargon of Akkad, whose reign is fixed at b.o. 8750. This event was regarded as of \ the greatest importance and by it contracts were dated. In the Museum at Constantinople are •; several contracts found at Tello by M. do Sarzec which bear the date “ the year when Naram-Sin ( placed his yoke on the land of Elam.” Of this conquest M. de Morgan discovered a most remarkable record in the mined Elamite palace. Torn from its place and much injured by fire, ] the explorers unearthed a large side of yellow ( limestone, which stood 6ft. 6in. high and about 3ft. in width at the base. The whole face was 1 covered by an elaborate sculptured tableau containing taining many figures. The work is most remark- { able, both as a whole and in the details, and, j although bearing every mark of antiquity, may compare favourably with the sculptures of As- i Syria. At the top of the side are three solar discs with their rays. Below is a lofty cone repre- j senting the peak of a mountain on the surface of which is cut a long inscription. Before this stands the King wearing a horned helmet and armed with an arrow or short spear in his right hand, a bow in his left. He wears a rich robe reaching to the knees, and wears sandals. A dagger is thrust into his girdle. His heard is long. The ^ royal warrior places his foot upon a dead foe, whilst before him another falls wounded, and tries to draw an arrow from his breast, and further off , another personage is represented, standing with his hands raised in supplication. The heap of dead beneath the victor’s feet in various complicated attitudes is most remarkably markably drawn and carved. Below the King, mounting some steps, come three ensign bearers, each with the right hand placed 
on his dagger, and his left holding the bancor. The ensigns are of considerable interest, 
as they are already familiar to us from the | engraved gems of Chaldea—namely, the sacred j lance, whip, and mace. Below the standard- bearers come the soldiers variously armed. In front of these are two trees, behind which are the enemy, who are represented as turning round in supplication. From the whole tableau we see that it represents a campaign in a forest region, the enemy defeated and driven to the highest peaks, where they are slain or surrender to the 1 victors. It is exactly the region of the dark pine forest of the hero Khumbaba, described in the Epic of Chaldea. The question now most important is—of whose campaign is this remarkable monument a record ? M. de Morgan, who appears not to have had the benefit of Father Schiel’s expert evidences, regards it as Elamite ; but the inscription scription upon it reveals the astonishing fact that it is a monument erected by Naram-Sin to commemorate his great campaign some time about b.c. 3750. How came it here? M. Maspero and Dr. Schiel seem to think that it was carried away from Chaldea by the Elamites, but,considering the great size and weight, this seems hardly feasible. The more possible solution is that the side had been set up by the Chaldean King either in Susa 
or in the region. But the Elamite ruler Sutruk- nakhunta has boldly annexed the monument and inscribed his own name and titles on it. This is, in all probability, the earlier King of that name, who reigned about b.o. 1300, who pillaged many Babylonian cities and carried away statues of the gods. This is not the only monument of importance found in these explorations. There was also found a large obelisk of granite six feet in height, the four sides of which were covered with a long inscription of some twelve hundred lines written in very archaic character. The text has not yet been published by Dr. Schiel, but it proves to he the record of a Chaldean King named Manistusu, of whom some inscriptions were found at Nippen. For further details we must await Dr. Sehiel’a report on the inscriptions. Such, then, is a summary account of these most important explorations. They have traced the history of this city from the remotest ages to well known historical times. They raise many questions of importance, but chief among these is that of the origin of the civilization of Chaldea. Is it in these settlers of Elam, whose memorials extend back to an unknown pre-historic ago, that we are to look for those tribes, who, attracted by the rich alluvial soil of Chaldea, came and settled there and founded Nimrod’s kingdom ? We look anxiously to M. de Morgan’s continued work for 
an answer to some of these most interesting questions. 
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CONSTANTINOPLE. 

March 25th.I9o2 

My Lord, 

I spoke to the Grand Vizier this afternoon ab*ut 

Koweit in obedience to the instructions contained in Y.Le 

tel: No: 54 of yesterday. 

I reminded H.H. of the 

understand 

ing that had been com® to between 
H.M.Gr. '&> the sublime 

Porte for the maintenance of the status qu 
o,of the strict 

& loyal manner in which H.M.G. had on 
their'part observed 

this 

agreement^& 

of their 
'right 

to expect & even to 

demahd that the Ottoman Government would On 
r 

their side be 

equally loyal & sincere 

. Instead of this 

, 

they had not I said 

ceasec^n 

one way or another to’ continually harrass & molest the 

Sheikh with 
a 

view to diminish his prestige 
or 

encroatfiX. 

upon his territories 

, 

thus creating 
a 

series of irritatig 

discussions between H.M.G. & the sublime Porte which I was 

confident it was not 
H.H/s 

wish to encourage. 

I felt it was unnecessary 
, 

I 
added, 

to explain 

to H.H. how vastly our commercial 
interests in the 

Gulf exceeded those of all other foreign powers & what 

a debt was due to 
England for the way in which she had in 

the past maimtained peace & comparative 
tranquillity in 

those waters & undertaken the heavy & responsible task of 

a 
maritime police. We had aggresive intentions against 

Turkey 

, 

bur traditional policy in the Gulf 
as 

elsewhere 
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elsewhere was to open the road to the trade of the 
world 

hut 
we had 

interests of 
a 

high & 
important order 

y 

both 

political & commercial 

, 
to 

protect^ 

we were 
hound to se 

that the Sheikh should not he attacked or molested & we 

v/e were 
prepared at the same time to 

undertake that he 

does not give the Ottoman Government any 
just 

cause of 

complaint. I went on to say 
that I 

thought the Gd. Vizr. 

would he well advised in doing all in his power to 

remove the 
grounds of complaint on the 

part of H.M.G. 

in insisting upon the status quo not 
being disturbed in 

any way as had 
unfortuneately been the case 

by the 

advance of Turkish troops to places where the sheikh 

* ♦ appears to have exercised authority 
or where 

the Ottoman 

Government certainly exercised none 
whatever 

. H.H. listened with attention & said that in the main 

% * * he 
agreed 

with my remarks & 
considered that the agreemej 

u 

with H.M.G. should he faithfully observed 

. 

There was an 

idea that' v/e intended to block all access 
t'o the Gulf 

for the 
Bagdad Railway hut if this were nou so 

& they 

could 
as 

I had told the M.P.A. count upon our 
support 

, 

under certain conditions, in extending the railway even 

to Koweit 

, 
he was 

distinctly of opinion that the interest 

of the Turkish Govt, 
was to 

abide by the 
agreement 

cease all 
efforts to' disturb the existing order of things 

He would consult with some of his 
colleagues on the 

matter before submitting 
a 

report to H.I.M. &he 
hoped to 

he able to 
speak to me 

again 
on the 

subject within 
a 

few 

days. In discussing the 
question I was 

Obliged to avoid 

any reference to the 
question of the 

possible equal 

participation 
of British 

capital in the 
construction of 

the 
Bagdad line & 

consequently 
to avoid 

using the 
ai^umt 

arguments arising from such 
participation. 

The sultan has as 
far as I 

know no 
knowledge 

of the 
negotiations for making the railway an 

Internationl 

concern & he has 
always shown 

great sensibility 
on the 

114Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000073

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000073?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[56r] (115/255)

(g> 

Subject & introduced into the concession 
a 

clause ( 
Art 8' forbidding 

the transfer 
of the Railway to any other co were I to mention the subject in such a way as to make it incumbent 

on the Gd. Vizr, 
to report the matter to the 

Sultan it might be fatal to the negotiations between the 

; 

m 

r 

t 

rT 

n eroup8 for eqiai particij)ation 

^ & L 
e 

' 
ne Ge ™s into 

more serious difficulties. 

I coulo only say that perhaps Britis h Capitalists 
: 

would subscribe towards 
the construction 

, 
but even upon thxs the Gd Vizr. took 

me up at once & said it would not advisable to mention this 
onase tho 

p- T , r 

18 pJ 

- 

ase 01 question to 

• 

& thQt he W0UM consider rry allusion to the subject 
as private & confidential. 

Ihave etc; 

(sd) 

- 

N.R.OConor. 

t 

;e 

il 
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roreiyn kjjjlcv, juut ao, A-uatj, XX UV/ A.Hi. ^ XOlC^XCJ/J^iU.^. J YOUR telegram No. 74. Expenditure, not exceeding 2,000/., 
on 

famine relief in Protectorate sanctioned. 
Be careful to restrict issue of food supplies 

to most necessitous persons 
only. 

Relief period should not he unduly prolonged. Report steps taken and results. 

No. 2. 

The Marquess of Salisbury 
to Mr. Jenner. (No. 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foo'eign Office, June 28, 1899, I'lO p.m. YOUR telegram No. 30. 
You should maintain protest, and express the regret of Her Majesty’s Government 

that your 
representations made 

on 
behalf of British subjects have been disregarded. 

No. 3. 

The Marquess of Salisbury 
to Mr. Bax-Ironside. 

& 
(No. 127 a.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, June 28, 1899, 4T5 p.m. YOUR telegram No. 183. 

Have you taken action to secure 
punishment of guilty parties and payment of indemnity for property destroyed ? According 

to Reuter, placards have been posted 

at Kienning offering reward of 1,000 dollars for heads of missionaries. 

No. 4. 

Mr. Bax-Ironside to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received June 28, 4*30 p.m.) 

(No. 197.) 
(Telegraphic.) Peking, June 28, 1899, 2 

, 
30 p.m YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 125. 

Statements 
are 

incorrect. 
For the action of Municipal Council vide my 

telegram No. 184. 
Chinese authorities maintain attitude 

as 
described in my 

telegram No. 190, viz., 
they have neither granted 

nor 
refused French demand. 

I informed French. Mhiim W fhtd 1 would ieler to your 
Lordship 

as 
to whether 

Her Majesty’s Government had any 
objection 

to 
proposed extension. I pressed his Excellency to give 

me 
the exact size of extension, hut he could not do 

so. I have again telegraphed 
to 

Shanghae for further information, both 
as to the 

exact area 
and locality of present French demand and the area 

of British-owned 
lots. 

French Minister is absent from Peking, but I will endeavour to obtain further 
information from the Secretary of Legation. 
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No. 6 

. His Highness Sadr-Azam to the Persian Minister in London.—{Communicated by the 
Persian Minister, June 28.) 

(Translation.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

j 
une 

2 o, 1899. 
^ I AM in receipt of your last telegram containing 

an 
account of your interview 

with the Marquess of Salisbury, 
and his Lordship’s 

answer. Y 
ou are to present yourself to his Lordship again, and convey my 

grateful 
acknowledgments 

for the friendly 
and sincere sentiments which those few words from 

him have convinced of. 
I wish to say no more 

than this, that it is not my intention to 
complain of Her 

Britannic Majesty’s Minister. 
I 

am 
not interested in any 

particular 
personages, be it Sir M. Durand, Colonel •Picot, 

or 
Major Sykes. 

I 
am 

solely interested in the maintenance of friendly relations 
between 

our 
two Governments. My only 

care 
is to restore to its former position 

our friendship. 
I wish 

once 
again to re-establish, in everyliody’s mind, from my 

Sovereign 
down to the meanest of his subjects, 

the conviction that Lord Salisbury has the best of 
wishes for the int egrity 

a 
nd welfare of Persia. 

This is my aim; I leave the rest to his Lordship. If the attainment of this 
laudable object is possible with the present mediums, 

so 
much the better; 

we 
have nothing 

to say. If, 
on 

the other hand, something else has to be done, I hope his Lordship will do it. He is better able to 
judge what is the best 

course 
than I 

can advise. 
Lord Salisbury 

will remember 
a passage in his speech 

at the Mansion House, 
when 

we were 
in England, where he said, 

“ 
In 

our 
wishes for Persia there is nothin" to offend any one. 

We wish the Persians to make progress.” 
And then again, 

at his 
own 

house, his Lordship 
re] 3 

eated the 
same 

words. 
Mith flic aid of Lepresentatives 

so 
distinguished 

as 
Sir D. Wolff, and 

so 
judicious 

and well-disposed 
as 

Sir E. Lascelles, I applied myself to the task of 
instilling 

the 
essence of those words into the mind of my 

countrymen with such 
success 

that the 
relations between 

our 
respective countries reached 

a 
point 

as to excite envy. Now, 
after 

a 
lapse 

of the twenty months of my retirement, I return to find that the opinion 
in Persia has been entirely altered, indeed to 

an 
extent that 

even 
people have been led 

to believe that, for instance, England intends to interfere in the affairs of South Persia, 
and 

even to 
deprive the Imperial Government of its authority in the southern dominions 

of its 
own 

Empire; 
and that, further, she is aiming 

to wrest from the hands of the inhabitants the commerce and trade of the country; such 
are 

the impressions 
created. 

Is this state of affairs advantageous 
to Her Majesty’s Government ? Would the 

removal of these prejudices harm the interests of England, 
or, as 

I understand will it be 
a 

service rendered to her ? If it will be the latter, then I pray that his 
Lordship 

will favour 
me 

with his assistance that 
success may attend my 

efforts, but, 
on 

the other hand, should the former be the case, then I 
am 

mistaken, and the policy 
must have altered, and in that 

case 
it will be well to tell 

us so 
plainly that 

we may know 
on 

what ground 
we 

tread and what 
course to pursue. In any case 

I pray his 
Lordship 

to believe that I 
am as 

sincere 
now 

in my sentiments towards Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Government 

as 
I have 

ever 
been, for I highly value England’s friendship for my 

King 
my 

Government, and my country. 
An incident has happened to-day 

which goes far to prove what I have said. 
To the Foreign Office Colonel Picot has 

come 
to-day, 

to say on 
behalf of Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister that they do not approve of the appointment of Hassan 
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! Ali Khan, Amir-Nizam, 
as 

Governor to the Province of Kirman, notwithstanding that 
y it is already two weeks that this exalted personage has been nominated, the appoint- 
Iment has been solemnized, the Commission issued, the robe of office granted 

; 
and his llieutenant 

has already 
gone, while the ex-Governor has left Kirman, and is 

on 
his hvay 

back. 
You know the position that the Amir-Nizam holds in the service of 

our 
Government, 

ment, and the respect due to his rank and his age. Is it possible 
to disgrace and 

depose him before 
even 

he has gone ! Now, imagine 
our 

Sovereign’s agitation at such representations 
on 

the part of 
the Legation, and their interference to such 

an 
extent with the internal affairs of his 

kingdom in direct opposition 
to his sovereign independence. 

You know the fatal results of such proceedings in Persia. 
The recall from Shiraz, last year, of Mujir-es-Sultaneh, 

an 
official of little 

significance and small reputation, caused such 
a 

commotion in the Persian Gulf ports 
that 

we 
have not yet succeeded in recovering the effects, notwithstanding that the 

demand for his call 
was 

based 
on some 

sort of document and promise, and therefore 
justified to 

a 
certain extent. 

Should the 
same measure 

be adopted towards 
a personage of such importance and 

rank 
as 

the Amir-Nizam, then 
we 

must forsake altogether the Provinces of Kirman 
and Baluchistan. 

As His Imperial Majesty, 
our 

august Master, will 
never consent to such 

a proposal, 
we can 

only conclude that, in making it, Colonel Picot has aimed to create I ill-feeling and 
reserve on 

both sides. 
Please let 

me 
know Lord Salisbury’s 

answer as soon as 
possible. 

i 
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No. 9. 

Mr. White to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received 
June 28, 11 

p.m.) 

(No. 5. 
Commercial.) 

™ . r oo -.onn v, 
(Telegraphic.) 

. , 

Tangier, June 28, 1899, 410 p.m. 
MY telegram No. 4, Commercial, of to-day. 
Although Torres stated verbally that the Sultan would pay all expenses, he has 

no 
authority to pay any money now, and the banks will not advance funds ̂ ithou 

the guarantee ef-W.jga Tl.e.preseutatiYQs. Money, 
want^ min^diately, 

in oidei to 

commence 
preparations 

on 

MSgador 
Island, 

as 
the Board of Health will not 

permit 

return of pilgrims until the island is ready for their reception. 

No. 10. 

Sir G. Bonham to the Marquess of 
Salisbury.—(Received June 28, midnight.) 

Rome, June 28, 1899, 8*28 p.m. 
(No. 95.) (Telegraphic.) 

YOUB Lordship’s telegram No. 116: Crete. 

r , , , A meeting of 
Representatives will be held Friday 

or 
Saturday. 1 understand 

that Russian Government wish for 
a 

formal statement of views of the other Governments 
ments 

as to the right of Crete to levy customs duties 
on 

Turkish 
goods. 

The 
question'was 

discussed informally at the last 
[meeting],^ 

when the 
^genera 

i . LJ •■ * 1 » ' * * " ^ ^ ' 
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Consul-General Wood to the Marquess of Salisbury 
.— 

{Received November 25, 3 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Tabreez, November 25, 1899. 
WITH reference to my 

telegram of yesterday’s date, I have the honour to '^communicate 
news 

which I have just reported to Her Majesty’s Minister at Tehran 
as ^.ows, referring to my 

telegram No. 37 
:— I have gathered from confidential 

sources 
that railway Concession to the Russians, 

just renewed 
as 

I heard, grants them railroad building rights all 
over 

Persia, including 
the south and even to Bushire. Being assured that this last clause is being kept in the background by the highest 
Persian functionaries, I think right to report matter. 

No. 4. 

, 
The Marquess of Salisbury 

to Sir M. Durand. (iNo. 52.) (Tolegrapluc.) 
Foreign Office, November 27, 1899, 6 35 p.m. xOLB, telegram No. 89. 

there^s 

p 
U1 '’ a 

J 
1 i 

n 
1 
cans in y our P°" 

r 
er, to ascertain what foundation 

it exists P t fr 
° m 

C 
° 
nSUl at Tabreez 

> 
and wh »t 

are 
the real terms of agreement if 

Any grant to 
a 

foreign 
Power of exclusive 

or 
preferential rights in regard to railways 

in 
southern Persia would be regarded by 

us in 
a most serious light. 

V Ct CUU -1- CI. J_1.CC—O UL ILFU mill II ■_! 
Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 12, 6*45 p.m.) 

(No. 93.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, December 12, 1899, 12-5 p.m. YOUR .Lordship’s telegram No. 52 

: 
Railways. 

8 adr Azam stated yesterday that, having heard of presence of Russian engineers 
at Tabreez, he sent to Russian Minister 

a 
month ago to ask what their object 

was. Russian Minister replied that Russian Government desired information 
as to northern 

customs in view of possible loan secured 
on 

them, and, in connection with this, had 
ordered examination of roads. Hearing of arrival of fresh parties of engineers he 
sent again to Russian Minister, but has not yet received 

answer. He authorized 
me to inform your 

Lordship officially that 
no 

Agreement of any kind regarding railways existed between Persia and Russia except that which expires 
next year. This had not been renewed, and he had not been approached 

on 
the subject by the Russians. 

He 
was unable to explain 

presence of engineers in Persia except 
on 

the supposition 
tion that Russia wished to he ready with railway scheme when occasion offers. 

I have received 
even more nositi™ r<>r Poreum 

Affairs. (Sent 
to India.) 

No, 2 
. Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 12, 6'45 p.m.) 

(No. 94.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, December 12 

, 
1899, 12 

, 
15 p.m. RAILWAYS. Information collected by Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabreez, which will be telegraphed when complete, is to the effect that Sadr Azam 

lias telegraphed to the Governor-General that 
a 

Russian railway is to be constructed 
via Tabreez to Shiraz, and that Cossack guard will be allowed. Engineer did not 
visit coal mines and line[s] surveyed 

are outside limits of concession. 
(Secret.) 

A\ e 
hear from good 

source that Shah’s Persian doctor has been offered 
a 

large 

sum 
by 

a 
Russian Company if he will induce His Majesty 

to grant 
a 

concession for 
a railway 

to south. He refused offer. (Sent 
to India.) 

No. 3. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received 
December 12, 5’30 p.m.) 

(No. 95. Secret.) 
(telegraphic.) 

^ 

Tehran, December W, 
vm. RAILWAYS. Bank Manager received orders to sound Sadr Azam privately 
as to concession for 

a 
railway from Khanikin to Kermanshah for English 

or 
Anglo-German Company. 

Sadr A zam 
replied that railway Agreement with Russia precluded the possibility 

of entertaining 
such 

a 
proposal for another year. AY hen asked if after expiration of year he would then he prepared to consider it, 

he replied that he could not give guarantee that Agreement would not he renewed. (Repeated 
to 

India.) 
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Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received November 25, G 
i\m.) 

(No. 89.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

FOLLOWING received from Tabreez 
:— I have gathered from 

eon fid 
pr. fin 1 cmirnpa 

Tehran, November 25, 1899. 

fliof vnilwoTT 
T> 

. 

.\ 

9 

No. 4. 

Sir M. Durand to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Deceived December 12, 5’o0 p.m.) 
(No. 96.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, December 12, 1899, 12T0 p.m. LOAN. Persian Minister at St. Petersburgli telegraphed yesterday that lie expects shortly to receive Russian Government’s reply. 

(Repeated 
to India.) 

No. 5. 

The Marquess of Salisbury to Mr. Jenner. (No. 23.) 
(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 12, 1899, 7 p.m. YOUR telegram No. 37. Acceptance of post of Arbitrator approved. 

No. 6 
. Lord Pauncefote 

to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 13, 8 a.m.) 

(No. 89.) 
(Telegraphic.) Washington, December 13, 1899. 

YOUR telegram No. 120. 
Nava l At 

tach^ 
pr opo ses 

to leave for Japan 30th December, arriving 25th 
Jannnry, 

which will enable him to complete important work here before departure. 
—^ Would be glad to learn Admiralty approval. 

— — No. 7. 

Lord Pauncefote 
to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Deceived December 13, 8 a.m.) 

(No. 90.) 
(Telegraphic.) Washington, December 13, 1899. 

YOUR telegram No. 121 of yesterday 
: 

Samoa. 
Instructions carried out. United States’ Government agree. 
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a r y 

THE MADRAS MAIL, THURSO 

Stocks, Shares and Exchange. MADRAS, 20th July. Buyers. Sellers. 31 per Cents. Gt’d. 1904 ...Rs. 100-8 101-4 3 per Cents. Gt’d. 1916 ...Rs. 93-12 93 Bank of Mad. Sbrs. (Rs. 500)...Rs. 1,150 1,160 Do. half share (Rs. 250) ...Rs. 670 580 Bank of Bombay shares (Rs,500).Rs. 1,295 1,300 Coml.Bk. of India, Ld. (Rs.lOO).Rs. 110 115 Bank Bills on London 6 m.’s... ... Is. 4^(7. Do. do. 4 m.’s... ... Is. 4d. Do. do. On Demand Is. Sovereigns, each ...Rs. 15-1-0 15-5-0 Credits on London 6 m.’s... ... Is. Do. do. 3 m.’s... ... Is. 4/ 5 fZ. Ex, on France 3 m.’s Credits... ...fcs. I TlJ. Tone of market steady. Bank rate of Interest 5 p.ot. domestic Recurrences. 
(The charge for notifying a Domestic Occurrence is Rs. S, — verses, etc., appended thereto being subject to an additional charge of As. j per line. A remittance must accompany the announcement.) BIRTHS. Hamilton —At Pine House, Simla, on tbeSbh July, the wife of Mr. W. S. Hamilton, C.S., of a daughter. Wilson —At Naini Tal, on the 12th July, the wife of Captain Alban Wilson, 44th Gurkhas of a son, still-born. MARRIAGE. Sharkey—Morston— On the 19th July, at St, Matthias’ Church, Vepery, Madras, by the Rev. E. L. Coy, Philip Arthur, second son of the late Dy. Collector W. C. H. Sharkey, to Florence Gertrude, second daughter of Mr. C. S. Morston. —Burma and Calcutta papers please copy. DEATH. Rogers —On the 27th June, at Springhill, Southampton, ampton, Pearce (Percy) Edward Tweedy Rogers, late of Court Lodge, Ceylon, eldest son of the late Capt. J. M. Rogers, aged 42. 

THURSDAY, JULY 20, 1899. 
The Cession of Nushki. 

In a telegram that reached us from Simla yesterday afternoon it was briefly 
stated that “ the Government of India has made an agreement with His Highness the Khan of Kelat whereby, in consideration of 
a fixed rent of Rs. 9,000 per annum, the Khan transfers the administration of the Nushki District to the British Government in perpetuity, with full and exclusive revenue and civil and criminal jurisdiction.” The importance of this transfer of administration lies in the fact that through the District of Nushki runs the new and promising overland trade route between India and Persia, which has lately been opened up by Lieutenant F. C. Webb-Ware, I.S.C., and which, it is calculated, will become an effective countercheck check to the development of Russian trade— via the Transcaspian Railway—with the north-eastern and eastern provinces of the Shah’s dominions. Indeed, Russian opinion regarding the opening of this new trade 
route already is that “it is the severest blow dealt at Russian Central Asian trade of late years f and therefore it is for the Government of India, acting in the interests of Indian trade, to see that the blow is driven well home. There are two essential points, however, that have to be considered. One is that the Quetta- 
Nushki-Seistan trade route, which runs through several hundreds of miles of desert, 
should be provided with wells and watering places at regular intervals; and the other is that the Tcajilas should not be molested by 
the marauding bands of robbers which infest almost the whole of the Khan of Kelat’s territory. 
The firstof these essentials has already been successfully accomplished. Wells have been sunk at every stage, and moreover the caravan route has been marked throughout by cairns, piles of wood or pillars, the necessity for which 

was made evident by a sowar of Lieutenant Webb-Ware’s escort straying from the road and dying of thirst. At the same time, for the further convenience of the traders, Post Offices have been opened at Nushki and Dal- bandin. Between Mastung and Nushki, too, 
a bi-weekly dak has been established, while between Nushki and Dalbandin a weekly 
dak is running. Beyond Nushki a weekly dak service, connecting Dalbandin with Seistan, 
is also maintained and no case of a dak bag going astray has yet occurred. The Post Offices noted conduct all ordinary postal business, including money order transactions, 
and even embracing the sale of pie-packets of quinine. At Dalbandin a Bannia has been installed, who is pledged to keep stock to the value of Rs. 1,000 on sale ; and branch shops 
are either established or in course of being 
established at two other places on the route. With regard to the second essential, the protection of the traders against marauders, 
at each stage on the route Levy posts have been established and “ tribal-proof” blockhouses houses have been erected. But obviously this is not sufficient. It provides protection against raiders at each end of a stage, but it leaves the raiders themselves untouched. The Khan of Kelat, moreover, is unable and also unwilling to cope with the robber bands, 
who own no allegiance to him and whom he himself prefers to let alone. In the last Baluchistan Report it is remarked “ The state of Nushki is unsatisfactory. The Khan evinces no interest in the welfare of the District, trict, and has failed to take any steps, though 
called on by Mr. Barnes [the Governor- General’s Agent] to do so, to protect Nushki from raids.” Herein, then, lies the explanation of the cession of administration which His Highness 
ness has now made to the Government of India. There cannot be the slightest doubt, 
we think, that the Khan will be pleased 
with the bargain under the circumstances. The desert District yields him little or no revenue, and he loses rather than gains prestige by holding a tract of territory whose lawless inhabitants defy his authority and raid his other subjects. On the other hand, 
the Government of India, with the resources at its command, will have little or no difficulty culty in bringing Nushki into line with the neighbouring Baluchistan Districts of Pishin, Thal-Chotiali, Zhob, and Bolan, and in making any trade-route through it as safe 
as the Sind-Pishin Railway itself. Certainly, 
if the new channel of commerce between Persia and India is to be established on a sound and permanent basis, the traders must be afforded an absolute guarantee of safety, 
and must be given every possible assistance. tance. The overland trade with Seistan, and Persia generally, is capable of great development. 
ment. As was pointed out by a writer not long ago, Seistan is the region within the Persian border to which all the paths between tween India and Persia converge, and through 
which Khorasan trade must pass on its way to India. That the Khorasan trade is of vast importance, both in regard to its intrinsic trinsic value and to Russian efforts to monopolise polise it. is sufficiently shown by Lord Gurzon in his “Persia and the Persian Question and it must be peculiarly gratifying ing to His Excellency to be able, at this early stage of his Viceroyalty, to secure permanence and stability for the weakest link in this chain of communications by the peaceful measures of diplomacy. Lord Curzon has always insisted on the necessity 
of effectively securing the Indo-Persian trade- route, and of aiding traders by all possible 
means. The appointment of British officials to superintend commercial matters was one 

of the points he dwelt most upon, t he ; appointment of Captain Sykes tu'*' 911 - sul for Kerman and Persian Baluclv^YA 
v ( we believe, a direct outcome oft 

, recommendations. mendations. In a word, Lord Cunzoiif’s idea is “ to adopt our rival’s tactics. 
. . . 

compete with her in a fair field and with her own weapons. pons. 
. . . 

balance the Transcaspian Railway 
on the North by the construction of a rival British railway on the South.” The Balu- chistan-Seistan Railway project is still a project of the future; but we are to have the next best thing to it, namely a well-developed loped and well-protected caravan route. The railway may come in time—it presents no greater difficulties of construction than the Russians overcame in the Transcaspian deserts, serts, and its cost is likely to be comparatively tively small. Meanwhile, the Icafila trade is rapidly growing, and Russia is beginning to bring 
the whole weight of its influence in Persia against its expansion. How strong this is was pointed out recently by the Pioneer, 
which quoted a case of a couple of valuable able caravans bound direct to Seistan from Nushki being denied passage across the Persian frontier and being forced to march to Herat through the Amir’s dominions. A very similar fate overtook caravans bound from Seistan to Baluchistan. Some 
were turned back and others were warned ed that if they quitted Persian territory tory the return caravans would be denied admission. To overcome obstruction of this kind personal influence on the spot is all that is required. What is wanted just 
as much as a safe and well-watered caravan route is the presence of British Consular Agents on the Perso-Baluchistan Frontier 
as well as at the principal marts in South- Eastern Persia. The Persian Government and its local authorities would then know that all cases of obstruction would be detected ed and-duly reported to the British Minister at Teheran, and there would soon be an effective tive checkmate to the sinister influence of Russia. 
Protection of Game Birds in Madras (From a Correspondent.) 
It is strange that while the n t for a close season for game—big ar is almost universally recognised, its immediate environs rema : in this respect. As regard'- 

does not so much matte 
one would have to go fa- such closure exists, b r case is very differ only to the feelir whom it is a pr terest to pro 4 seasons, th lessened sentime- what won’ B- 
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5DA.Y EVENING, JULY 20. 18'!') 

1 : re of of li- rd is tie 
ed 
ve nv o I 

Bellary Notes. (From our own Comspondont.) 
rjiLLLARY, 19f/i July.—To the tranquil dweller ler in some leis gay and giddy spot, who condescends to read these weekly annals of our station, they must seem but chronicles of dances, Gymkhanas, and other frivolous amusements following one on the other in quick succession. And once again though our much debated week is still some distance off in the eventful future, have I to record yet. another society function, this time a most enjiyable garden party in the spacious compound of our popular Judge, Mr. T. M. Horsfall, where ou Saturday afternoon Mrs. Horsfall was At Home to all her many friends. Under the shady trees of what is perhaps the only garden worthy of the name in Bellary, temptingly spread tables were set out, and after justice had been done to the good things displayed there, a move was made by some to the badminton courts, by others to more open ground where a miniature Gymkhana, which included a putting competition, bicycle tandem 

races and tent-p?gging by pairs on bicycles, had been arranged. The putting competition attrac ed a large number of entries and was won by Miss E. Baddeley and Mr. Cox, of the 1st Madras Lancers, with the very creditable 
score of 21 for eight holes. Mrs. Irwin, piloted by Messrs. Duxbury and Horsfall, won the bicycle tandem race, while Miss Gilchrist and Mr. Forster were adjudged the winners of the tent-pegging. After the presentation of prizes to the lucky ones by our hostess, and a final visit to the refreshing shade of the garden, adieux were said, and the nightly adjournment made to the inevitable Club. I must not omit to mention the presence of the Band of the 9;h Madras Infantry, which greatly added to the brightness and enjoyment of a most pleasurable ble afternoon. The following is the programme, and a fairly comprehensive programme it is too, of our Bellary Week Monday, 24th July.—A Racing ing Gymkhana, with a smoking concert at the Club in the evening. Tuesday, 25th.—Skittle Gymkhana on the Polo ground. Wednesday, 26th.—Polo match, and a poudrde dance at the Club at night. Thursday, 27th.—APaperchase. Friday and Saturday.—Cricket Match, versus Madras. Saturday, 29th.—Theatricals. I now learn that the piece to be produced is the well known farce Ici on parle Francais, preceded by TAving Pictures or tableaux, but of the latter I am as yet unable to give any details. Ou Thursday, the 13th, there was another cricket match on the Warwickshire parade ground, Staff Corps versus British, in which the former were defeated by 163 runs, the “ British’’ tish’’ representatives knocking up a score of 300 to the 137 of the Staff Corps. Invitations have been sent out for a Masonic nderella Dance to be given this evening by the 1 Lodge of Freemasons in the Masonic Hall, I have no doubt will be as successful and got up as its predecessors, ht watchman who for the past few 

een an occupant of the temporary Ciub road, must now, I should competent authority on Bri- f every degree and descrip- Td (?) protest of the lady forcible expletive of the 
■ 
days, nay weeks, this *ed in Bellary, has, '■11 but impassable "acles as iron rol- 'd sand, red lan- dumped down disintegrated 

■> his way to s riding is the way, tion of -okeu 

he 

from the top so that the exhalations from the stable refuse were got rid of as quickly as possible. 
ble. General Ramsay’s lecture is shortly to b ) published ia-famplet form, price Re. 1, the surplus plus from expenses to go towards founding a prize for the horse with the best natural un-shod hoofs exhibited at, the Ootacamnnd Horse Show, of. 1900. If Rs. 500 are raised for this purpose. General Ramsay will add Rs. 100 more. The meeting concluded by Gsnera’ Saunders proposing ing a vote of thanks to General Ramsay. Whether people agree with General Ramsay’s views or not, they must own that his lecture 
was most interesting. In consequence of the Gymkhana Committee tee having refused even to lease the old Pavi- lion to the Cosmopolitan Club, I hear that several Native gentleman intend applying to Government for a free grant of land on which to erect the building. Rs. 5,000 have already been collected for the Club, and it is expected that Rs. 1,500 more will come from Mysore. The Club is shortly to be opened by the Maharajah rajah of Mysore. Till the permanent building is ready, Mr. Bauliah Naidu has offered his house for the use of members of the Club. If this is found not to hr sufficiently central, Mr. Buchi Babu has offered his house, “ The Sholah”, as a temporary Club. Ir. is estimated that the new ves f ries for St. Stephen’s Church will costRs. 3,500. Government ment has guaranteed nearly hilt ibis sum, Rs. 1 500. Of the remainder, Rs. 1,750 have already been collected and the balance, Rs. 250 it is hoped will soon ba obtained from the offertories at the series of organ recitals which are shortly 
to be given. The Oocatamund Gymkhana Club proposes sending a cricket team to Koiar and Bangalore about the 7th proximo. It will play at Kola: about the 9 h and 10'h idem, and at Bangalon about the 14th and 15th. According to presen arrangements the term will consist of th following players :—E. R. Kindersley, Tempi Wilson, S. Bayly, F. Davis, Captain Reay Major Hall, Colonel Cox, Barber, Swamina'hen C. M. Nuttal and another. The By-Laws prepared by theGymkhanaClub 
in its character as Trustee to Government fo the control and administration of the Hobarl Park, have been approved by the Collector, ant will come into force immediately. The By-Law; provide that the Park shall be used as a recre atlon ground, that, provisionally and tempo rarily, the public may use the path across th< Park from the Bazaar R >ad to the East corner of the A. B. C ground, and the path from the Willow Bund Evst of the Suwrai Temple tc the Upper Lake Road. No other thoroughfare is, for the rime being, allowed. The Nilgiri Volunteer Rifles may use the Park for Parade purposes on any day before 10 A, M., without out application fur use thereof. The Club will allot to any local Club or Association a portion tion of the Park for the purposes of recreation, creation, but temporarily only, and the Club may, at its discretion, at any time, require 
any such local Club or Association to vacate any such portion so allotted. Whenever the Club cricket pitches, or any of them, are not required by the Club for its own cricket, the Club will, on application, allow and allot to any local Cricket Club or team the temporary use of such pitch or pitches as it may deem fit. Spaces will ordinarily br allotted temporarily, 
on application to the Club, for approved 16tes, shows and entertainments, but subject to such payment as the Club may fix, to be applied towards discharge of the Club expenses of maintaining taining the Park for such purposes. 

A Circular ou Sanitation. 
The following circular letter has been addressed dressed by Lieutenant-Co’oncl W. G. King, I. M. S., C.I.E., Sanitary Commissioner ol Madras, to all Presidents, District Boards and all Chairmen, Municipal Councils, of Tamil Districts : — I have the honour to remind you of the difficulty there exists in bringing home sanitary truths to the important section of the native population which has solely a knowledge of the vernacular. I consider 

one of the most important methods of securing sanitary tary advance must be by endeavouring to meet this end, having special regard to the fact that it if practically only by means of the vernacular that the “rulers” of the household (the women) can be taught sanitary facts. I see no reason why beaten official trucks solely should be pursued in this matter. The best means available must be utilised. I have for some time past bad it brought to my notice by Mr. Swaminaths Aiyar, the Editor of Vireka Ohintamani, a Tami monthly magazine having a good circulation and long known to have a healthy tom-, that he would bf willing to render his organ a medium for supply ol sanitary information if he secured sufficient encour agement. A Committee has been formed (of whict the editor will doubtless supply a list), having for its object the encouragement of sanitary knowledgi amongst the masses. Certificated Sanitary In specters have been required to give simple instances stances of the benefits of sanitary measures at they come to their notice, and Dr. Chandrvsa kar. Assistant Professor of Hygiene, Mediea College, and Dr. Rama Rao, Assistant Profess'- of Physiology, have promised to see that inform tion conveyed is of a suitable and correct natur Contributions will also be obtained from time time from Medical Officers. Under these ci cumstances, I have the honour to suggest, as tl promotion of sanitary objects falls within yoi official functions, that you aid the movement l promising to take a certain number of conies fi circulation amongst the Members of the Board ( Municipality with the proviso that, after they hai read them, they will do their best to circulate thei amongst families where Tamil is read. The following is the list of persons who hav up to date consented to lend the weight an influence of their names and their active interes in furthering the movement:—Lieutenant-Cole nel W.G. King, I.M.S., C.I.E. ; the Hon’ble Mi Justice Subramania Iyer, C I.E ; Mr. H. O. E Harding, I C S ; Dewan Bahadur R. V. Srin 
vasa Iyer ; Mr.V.T, Vedadrisadasa Moodelliar Mr. H. Subbarayar ; Mr. A. C. Pranathai thihara Iyer ; Mr. E. W. Legh, I.C.S. ; Mr. 1 S. Balakistna Iyer ; Dr. P. S. Chandra S-kar Iyer, M.B. and C M. ; Dr. C. B. Rama Rs and Rao Bahadur C. Nagoji Rao. JiegaC guteCCigmce. 
THE MADRAS HIGH COURT.—19th Jui/s (B efore the Officiating Chief .1 ustice and Mr. Justice O’Fareecl.) The Anantapur Coining Case- On behalf of the Government, Mr. C- Sankar Nair, Public Prosecutor.preferred an appeal againi the judgment of Mr. L»wia Moore, late Distric Judge of Bellary,acquitting K. Tirumala Reddi an Hussain Khan, who were charged (1) with havingo the 30th September last, at Kundunakota, Tadpat Taluq, Anantapur District, counterfeited a Queen coin, viz., a rupee ; (2) with having made a cerbai die for the purpose of being used for counterfeitir coin ; (3) with being in possession of a die or ot.h instrument for the purpose of being used for counte feiting a rupee; and (4) with fraudulently or wil intent to commit fraud, being in possession of eoun erfeit Queen’s coins, having known at the time wh< they became possessed of such coins that they we counterfeit. In arguing the appeal Mr. C. Sankara Nair su mitted that the evidence of two of the prosec' tion witnesses was direct as to the possessic of false coins by the accused, but this evidem 
was discredited by the Judge, as also was the e\ dence of two other witnesses in regard to the pai ing of certain coins by the second accused. Tl Judge in the Lower Court, though he found as fact that the moulds were in the possession of tl accused, said they could not have been used f the manufacture of the coins found in the acci ed’s room. The Public Prosecutor submitted th though the moulds before the Court might not ha been actually used in the manufacture of these coil there were other articles in the possession of t accused with which they could have made perfc moulds and manufactured the rupees. Besides,it w not possible to say from an examination of the moul whether they could be used or not, for with tl lapse cf time the moulds were liable to becon defective. There were false rupees actually currei in the part of the country where the accused r sited, which proved that there were not mere facilities for manufacturing false rupees but th false rupees had actually been manufactured at uttered. His Lordship the Officiating Chief Justice ei quired of the Public Prosecutor as to why, thoup it was said that there had been silver jewels in tl accused’s house, they bad not been taken possessic of by the Police Inspector in the course of h search. It would have been an important piece t evidence against the accused that these jewels wei there to be melted and converted into false rupee Yet they had not been taken by the Police i their search. It was inexplicable why this had u< been done. The Public Prosecutor submitted that from th records before him he could not say why they ha not been taken possession of. In reply to anothi question from the Bench, he submitted that thei 
was nothing on record to show that the jewels, th false rupees, and the appliances for the manufaotui of false i upees, belonged to the second accused ; bt there was a statement of the second accused to th effect that the jewels aud certain rupees found in deer skin bag belonged to him. The first accuse made a statement trying to implicate the secon accused, and denied that he was the owner of th room which the second accused visited or occupied 
nor of the articles found in it. He further said tha if anybody was the owner of the articles the secom prisoner must be said to be the man who ownec them. O’Farrell, J-, remarked that the Police had made 
a mess of their case by searching the accu- 
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A 

j L i x i n o o 

l 

■ 
n 

REVUK 

H 

ECONOMIQUE ET POLITIQUE 

PAFIAISSAIVT TOUTS I_.ES MOIS 

Rbdacteur en chef : Jean ALBIOT 

Situoe h mi-cliemin entre 1'Est ^loigne et I’Occident et flanquue de deux mere navi gables, la Perse a. depuis lus temps les plus recules, joud un rdle 
preponderant, dans les ̂changes entre 1'Asie et UEurope. 

(Lord Cunzo.v, Persia.) 
Songez, Monsieur le Ministre — vous n’y songerez jamais assez — que ce tournant de i’histoire auquel nous sommes, e'est le Irouleversement de toute I'ancienne diplomatle et. en tout cas, le bouleversement de toute 1’an- eienno economic politique. Songez que ies evenoments eUropdens qu'on prd- voit par suite de mort, par suite d'evenements faeiles k prevoir, seront pen de chose a cote de cette expansion des puissances europeennes a travers to monde. expansion a laquelle nous devons prendre part : en Afrique par des 

conquetes malerielles, en Asie par des completes industrielles. 
Baron 1 )i:.nys Cochin. 

(Gltambre des DejiaU’s, seance da t > 7 voo. 1899.) 
.le suis beureux de constater que nos industriels et nos commercanls 

s’babiluent, de plus en plus, a regarder au dela des mers, et il me plairait infiniment que le nombre en augmentat: car — il ne taut pas se le dissimuler ni se bercer d illusions — les interdts economiijues seront, de plus en plus, au loin, la base essentielle de Taction politique (Tecs lien ! tees Idea !i et les droits qui n'auraient pour assise que des parehemins y tendront, chaque jour davantage, a devenir purement tneoriques.fT’/’ds bien! tees bien 1) 
Dki.ca.sse, ministre dos adaires etrangdres. 

(Chambre des Deputes, seance da nov. 1S99.J 
Si le pavilion persan n’expose qu'une petite partie des produits de la 

Perse, il renferme en lui un tresor prdcieux : ce sont les v<eux ardents 
qu’elle forme pour la prospdrite et pour la gloire de la France. Le poete /.aka el Molk a eld beureux d’dcrire ces vers A Teheran et do les chanter en Thonneur de cette belle ville de Paris, terre nnum'ciere de toutes ies sciences et de tous les arts. Zaka el Molk. 
(Vers i use fits sue an vitrail da palais persan de l’ Exposition de I'JOtf.j 

PARIS. — 23, Rue de Provence, 23. — PARIS 

'tioiis et reproductions ne sont (tutorisees 
ms condition d’indication d’origine. 
\ 

Les rnaniiscrits )W)i insures ue soul pus vendus* 
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x rv 

v 

On s’atome 
a 
Paris, 23, 

rae 
ie Proreice, ei Jans ions les Bnreanx Je poste Je France el ies Colonies. 

Paris, 
un an 

. , 
— 

six niois. 
. . 

4» francs. 
:* fr. 50 

A T50NNEMENTS 

Dcpartcments, 
un an 

. . 
“S' francs. 

— 
six niois. 4 

— Prij du nui'nero : 'i 
franc. 

Union piostale, 
un an. 

. 
8 francs 

— 
six niois. 5 

— 

BIBLIOGRAPH1E 

La France 
ex 

Perse, essai dc reponse d 
un questionnaire, par L. Roberts. 

— 

Cette brochure 
chure a surtout pour but de faire ressorlir 
1’interet qo'il y aurait pour la France 

a etre 
serieusement documentee 

sur les choses de 
Perse. File constate le pen 

d’ouvrages de 
source francaise qui existent sur ce pays dans 

nos 
foods publics. C’est 

a 
I’etranger 

(pie les 
Francais doivent aller 

se 
renseigner, 

et on cite com me 
exemple 

— 

bien surprenant 
en verite 

— 

la publication dans le Moniteur offi- 
ciel du commerce 

(publication oflicielle du gou- 
vernement francais) du rapport du ministre 
de Belgique 

a 
Teheran 

sur les importations 

et les exportations de la Perse. 
« 

De quoi 

« 
done pent bien s’occuper 

noire charge 

« 
d’affaires aupres du Schalps’il 

ne 
renseigne 

« 
pas son 

gouvernement 
sur les debouches 

« 
que noire industrie pent trouver en 

Perse? 

« 
L’agent diplomatique beige entend difle- 

« 
remment sa 

mission et il faut bien dire 

« que c’est 1’agent beige qui 
a 

raison. Force 

« nous a 
done ete, 

a 
defaut d’un document 

« 
frangais, de recourir au 

beige pour les ren- 
« 

seignements commerciaux dont 
nous 

avions 

a 
besoin. 

» Nous trouvons dans cette brochure 
une indication 

assez 
curieuse et 

qui permet de 
tirer les consequences que pent avoir pour un pays 1 ’aelivite de ses 

agents diplomatiques 
a 1 etranger. 

Nous citons 
: 

« 
Une industrie tres 

importante, puisqu’elle 

a 
donne lieu 

a la creation, par les Beiges, 
d’une usine indigene, 

est celle du sucre 
dont 

les Persans font une enorme consommation. 

d 
Les raffineries 

russes out accapare la 
consommation du Nord et du Centre jusqu’a 
Ispahan. Les sucres 

importes de Hussie repre- 
sentent annuellement 

une somme de 19 a 
20 

millions de francs. Rien que Teheran et quelques localites des environs en consom- ment a pen pres 5 millions dc kilogrammes 
par an. 

« 
Les approvisionnements du sud de la 

Perse sent laits par les raffineries franeaises 
de Saint-Louis de Marseille ct par cedes de 
la Mediterranee. * 

« 
Les 8/1 (F du sucre 

raffine introduit par 
Bushir proviennent dcs raflineries de SainU 
Louis, dont les produits 

sent 
preferes 

a 
cause^W 

de la superiorite constante de leur qualite. 

« 
L’iinportation totale du sucre pour le sud 

de la Perse n’est pas moindre de 7 millions de 
francs par an. 

^ « 
Quelques raffineries allemandes out es- saye d’entrer en concurrence avec 

les sucres ̂  
russes et francais 

: mais jusqu’a present, dies i n’y 
soid pas parvenues. On pout done dire, 

sans manquer a 
la verite, (pie le sucre con- 0 

somme en 
Perse est fourni presque exclusive- 

merit par la France et la Bnssie, 
en 

meme/ 

temps <pie par la sucrerie-raffmerie construita 
par les Beiges 

a 
Kherizek, 

a 
20 kilometres d 

Teheran, dans laquelle 
on 

traite la betterav 
dont la culture 

se 
developpe ebaque 

annee. # 
« 

Disons 
a ce 

sujet, 
(pie la production * 

cette sucrerie-raffmerie 
a ete pour 1895, 

c V 
a-dire pour la premiere 

annee 
d’exploitatio 

de 220,861 kilogrammes de 
sucre raffine. 

« 
L’exportation allemande fournit 

a 
la Perse 

une 
partie de la verrerie et 

gobeleterie qu’elle 

consomme. C’est la Bobeme (jiii lui envoie les qualites superieures. L’usine francaise de Jiac- 

carat fournit, die, la cristallerie de luxe. 
Enfin, les Persans out etabli des verreries qui 
commencent 

a 
produire les articles courants, 

bouteilles, carafes, etc. C’est encore une so- ciete beige qui 
a cree a 

Teheran la verrerie 
dont il vient d’etre question. 

« 
11 est curieuxde constater que les Beiges 

out ete les introducteurs 
en 

Perse d’un certain tain nombre d’industries faisant concurrence, jilus particulierement, 
a 

finduslrie frangaise. 

« 
Avait-on reflecbi 

a 
cela, 

au 
ministere,! 

avant de publier, dans le Moniteur officiel dw 
commerce, des extraits du rapport du ministre 
de Belgique 

a 
Teheran? Il est pro bable que non! Si seulement 

on 
tirait 

situation pour inviter 
nos 

agents 
mieux nous 

rensdguer dans 1 ’avenl 
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L 

.1 I 1 \ 1 !> O O 
REVUE FRANCO-PERSANE 

ECONOMIQUE ET POLITIQUE 

TOUS LES MIOIS 

Les traductions et 
reproductions 

nc sont autorisees 
qnc sous conditions d’indication de source. 

Les manuscrits non inserts ne sont pas rendus. 

SO M M A I RE 
Pour la Perse amie. 

— 
De '.’Europe 

a l lnde par voies ferrees. 
— 

La Perse 
a 

[’Exposition. 

— 

Geograpliie miniere de 
la Perse. 

— 
Le Schah Mozaffer-Eddin-Mirza en France. 

— 
One mission economique frangaise entre la 

Gaspienne et le golfe Persique. 

— 
Les femmes de Teheran et les modes europeennes. 

— 
La France a Suze. 

— Bibliographie : La France en 
Perse, par G. Roberts. 

— 

Renseignements, statistiques, importations et exportations. 
• , Poup la Perse amie 

N’en serait-il pas un pen 
aujourd’hui <les 

aspirations Rationales 
comme 

de ces 
revendi- 

cations populaires qui s’expriment toujours 
an 

nom de rabsolu 
a 

la fagon des antiques theologies, 
logies, alors que la verite et, sinon laverite 

— 
qui pourrait delimiter 

en 
eilet le domaine de 

la verite de celni de la force en de tels sujets? 

— 

dn inoins la logique des evenements 
s’accommode si bien du relatif? 

L’histoire du monde est pourtant la pour 

nous 
apprendre qu'il n’est pas un progres, pas 

une 
amelioration dans la vie des peoples 

et 
des individus, qui n’aient ete le produit d’une 
transaction entre les faits tels qu’ils resultent 
des efibrts de la veille et le mieux pouvant 
provenir des elTorts du lendemain. 

Lord Gurzon, 
par exemple, 

a 
ecrit 

sur la 
Perse 

un ouvrage d’ailleurs remarquable. 
Glarte, precision, competence technique, uni- 
versalite des aptitudes, rien n’y manque, pas 
meme riiumour. Nous 

ne 
pourrions fa ire grief 

qu’a 
sa 

perspicacity 
et mil doute que le vice- 

roi des Indes n’exerce lui-meme aujourd’hui 

sa verve, d’ordinaire si prompte 
a 

jaillir, 
aux depens de 1 ’ecrivain, qui, de la meilleure foi 

du monde, soutenait, il y a 
huit ans, que si 

I’Angleterre avait seule le droit de tout tenter 
dans les deux hemispheres, c'est qu’elle dis- 
posait seule dn moyen d’aboutir. Geci 

a propos 
de la Russie, de cette Russie qui, apres avoir- 
conduit 

ses 
locomotives 

a 
Tashkend, 

couvre 
en ce moment de ses 

rails les vastes espaces 
compris 

entre le 50 et le 60 parallele, de la 
Baltique 

a 
la mer du Japon. 

De grands 
evenements se sont 

produits, 
depuis 1892, que lord Gurzon n’avait pas pre- 
vus, ce 

qui prouve une fois de plus que les 
homme’s d’Etat font toujours bien de 

se 
meliet* 

de la manie prophetisante 
et que mieux 

vau- 
drait pour eux s’en tenir 

a 
diriger les 

evenements 
ments de chaque joui 

, 
en vue 

de determiner 

an moment venu le resultat qu’ils souhaitent, 

que de rondure trop longtemps 
a 

I’avance de 

ce 
qui 

est a ce 
qui 

sera. 
La Russie, la pieuse Russie, croit 

a sa mission providentielle. Elle 
se prepare a 

jouer 
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REV uE FRANCO-PERSANE 

ce role tutelaire, reve par Constantin quand it 
ediliait I’empire de llysance, qui consiste a 
proteger le vieux monde contre le peril asia- 
tique. Pour aceom|)lir son oeuvre, elle a com- 
mence par ce chemin de for qui rattache la 
mer Caspienne — mer encore en partie 
europeenne — a I'ancien ejrq)ire de Tamerlan 
lan . 

Procedant avec une methode digne surtout 
de I’attention des homines de la valeur de 
lord Gurzon, elle deroule en cp moment son 
Transsiberien autourde la Chine, et son oeuvre 
de domain, son oeuvre complementaire sera, 
n’en doutons plus, le reseau qui reliera ses 
voies de communication d'Europe et d’Asie a 
la mer des hides. 

Cet ordonnancement logique dans la conception 
tion de ces vastes projets, la possibilite de leur 
realisation par une alliance politique etroite 
entre la grande puissance territoriale qui 
obeit an Czar autocrate et la grande puissance 
linanciere qu’est la Republique francaise, 
etaient certainement ranges par lord Curzon 
dans le domaine des choses irrealisables. 
Aurait-il ecrit, autrement, quand les Russes, 
voulant empecher que des fails accomplis en 
dehors d’eux ne vinssent contrecarrer leur 
propre programme, s’etaient fait conceder par 
le gouvernement du Schah un droit d’option 
sm- toutes les voiesfeirees persanes, ces lignes 
extraordinaires : 

« PersonneHement, je ne pense pas que les 
diplomates russes de ce moment soient sages. 
En dehors du fait que leur altitude est de 
nature a confirmer les suspicions deja entre- 
tenues par le Schah et par ses ministres, que 
les interets russes en Perse sont exclusive- 
•ment personnels, et que s'ils preferent la stagnation 
gnation au progres, c'est qu'ils preferent un 
voisin debilite a un voisin robuste, je pense 
que, jugeea leur propre point de vue, la politique 
tique des Russes ne saurait manquer de 
retomber sur eux-memes. .le ne suis pas 
moins certain qu’un tnlervalle de dix ans 
( urant lesquels les ent reprises com mere ia les 

et industrielles recemment creees pourraient 
etre serieusement et tranquillement poursui- 
vies; durant lesquels les routes, ces naturels 
precurseurs des chemins de fer et leurs 
« approvisionneurs » naturels, seront construi- 
tes a travers le pays; durant lesquels on aura 
etudie et reconnu de plus pres les richesses 
minerales et autres ressources de la Perse, et 
durant lesquels le systeme europeen d’affaires 
(organisation et administration) deviendrait 
familier au people persan, doivent etre dans 
1’avenir d’un plus grand avantage pour la Perse 
etpour les Europeens ses amis. 

« Et malgre tout, j’incline a penser que la 
puissance la mieux placee pour proliter de cet 
etat de choses est, non la Russie, mais la 
Grande-Rretagne, d’ahord^erce que e’est par 
les cap!faux anr/lais et non par les capitaux 
russes que les ressources naturelles de ce pays 
pourront etre developpees dans Vinterim. 
C’est sur des donnees les plus digues de 
confiancequi existent aujourd’hui, quej'estime 
que I’Angleterre en tin de compte resoudra le 
prohleme des chemins de fer de la Perse r 
dont chaque annee qui passe rend le rattache- 
ment au reseau britannique })lus vraisem- 
blable. Bien qu’en Perse il ne soil jamais sage 
d’envisager la question trop longtemps a 
favance et de predire trop hardiment favenir, 
des circonstances peuvent se produire qui 
ameneraient les Russes a regretter leur conspiration 
piration d’aujourd’hui en hatant la realisation 
de' ce qu'ils sont aujourd’hui si anxieux 
d’eviter. » 

Tout le passage valait la peine d’une citation. 
tion. 11 montre comment les cerveaux les 
mieux equilibres peuvent en arriver a mal 
voir des qu'ils argu men tent sur des donnees 
par trop absolues. Disons bien vite, afin d’eloi- 
gner toute accusation de parti pris, que nous 
pourrions etayer cette observation d’exemples 
pris un pen partout, en Russie tout autant 
qu’en Angleterre. Nous n’aurions pour ceci 
qu’a feuilleter les grands journaux russes 
parus en ces derniers temps. Nous consta- 

< 

w \ 

I 
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REVTTE FRANi'O-PERSANE 
terions lout de suile qu'ici 

coinrne la 
un point de depart 

par trop exclusif doit 
ame- 

ner 
des deductions 

uu rneme 
degre 

exces- sives. 
Serait-il possible de concilier des esprits 

argumentant 
a 

de pareilles distances? Etant de 

ceux 
qui croient, 

en 
depit des apparences, a la bonne volonte humaine, alors qu'ils’agit de 

fa ire oeuvre de civilisation ; etant meme de 

ceux 
qui 

se 
laisseraient volontiers persuader 

(jne la civilisation est le produit d'une force 
mysterieuse qui sait s’irnposer 

a son 
heure 

anx 
plus refractaires, 

nous nous 
deinandons 

pourquoi 
on 

n’essaierait pas, ct 
pourquoi 

on n’essaierait pas surtout en 
France de concilier 

les extremes, 
en vue 

d'amener 
un modus 

vivendi qui, 
tout en 

respectant les legilimes 
aspirations de cliacun, permettrait 

a noire pays d’accomplir 
en 

Orient 
son oeuvre traditionnelle 

<le civilisation et de prbgres. 

I out semble inviter la France 
a 

s’engager 
dans cette voie, 

on son caair aussi bien que 
son 

interet trouveraient des satisfactions imme- 
diates. Eh oui! il est de mode aujourd’hui 
d’allecter 

un certain dedain pour la politique 
du coeur, pour ce (jue les diplomates de cette 
(in de siecle ont appele la politique du sentiment. 
ment. Disons done, d’abord pour faire comme tout le monde, mais aussi pour purler vrai, 

que noire production Rationale, 
que noire 

epargne pourraient trouver, dans le denouement 
ment 

pacifique du conflit latent qui divise 
deux grands empires, dans les regions liisto- riques .qui 

se 
parent la mer 

Caspienne du golfe 
Persique, 

une source serieuse davantages 
materiels. 

— 

Nous ajouterons 
: 

La France 
se- rait-elle encore la France, du jour oil elle 

ne 
preterait plus 

une oreille sympathique 
a des arguments de cette nature? 

— 

On aime 
la trance 

en 
Perse. N’est-ee pas de la Perse 

que nous 
vint, 

au 
lendemain de 

nos epreuves 
de I annee 

terrible, le premier temoignage 
public de sympathie? Petit pays asiatique 

taut 
(jue vous 

voudrez, mais 
acj.e^ 

rnoral d’autant plus considerable, 
car 

les petits s’honorent 
doublemenl quand, insensibles 

a 
I’intluence 

3 
de la force Iriomphunte, ils osent tenure la 
main 

au 
droit humilie. Aussi a-t-on gai‘de 

pieusement chez 
nous 

le souvenir du voyage 
du schah Nnsr-Eddin 

en 
France, 

sous la presie 
dence du marechal de Mac-Mahon, 

ce voyage 

on 
des 

revues sensationnelles permirent 
a noire jeune 

armee de faire apparaitre 
au grand jour 

sa 
reconstitution naissante, 

ce voyage on, en 
des fetes memorables 

en 
I’hont- 

neur du souverain persan, le peuple de Paris 
ressaisi retrouvait 

sa 
vieille gaiete 

et sa 
bonne 

humeur d'avant les desastres, et voyait 
res- plendir dans le firmament l etoile d 

une 
France 

nouvelle. 
Ceux qui 

savent rnesurer ii sa 
juste valeur 

I’inlluence des elans du 
cceur sur 

les determinations 
nations de noire pays ne 

manqueront pas de 
tenir compte du parti que les hommes d’Etat 
pourraient tirer de cet etat de l 

ame 
fran- 

caise, 
au 

point de 
vue du developpement 

moral et materiel dc la Perse. 
Ilya dans 

ce passe, dans 
ce passe dont la 

tradition 
a ete entretenue par un nouveau voyage de S. M. Nasr-Eddin 

a 
I’occasion de 

I Exposition de 1889, par une 
visile plus 

recente de 1 heritier presomptif de la couronne, 
S. A. Melik-Mansour-Mirza, 

par le sejour de plusieurs semaines que va 
faire 

en 
France, 

le nouveau souverain de I’lran, S. M. Mou- 
zafer-Eddin schah. 

N y a-t-il pas la de quoi determiner 
en 

France 

un 
serieux mouvement en 

faveur de Teuropea- 
nisation de la Perse, par la mise 

en 
valeur des 

nombreuses richesses naturelles que recele 

son sol ? La France doit aimer 
ceux 

qui 
1 aiment. Ce journal 

est ne 
de 

ce 
sentiment et 

il n'aura garde de s’en dedire. 

(^est parce qu ils portent 
un 

grand interet 

a 
la Perse que ceux 

qui Pont fonde ont resolu 
d’etudier 

avec soin la situalion de cet 
empire, 

les elements de prosperite que recele 
son 

sol. 
11 

s ont cherche 
a 

determiner les rnoyens d’ac- 
l ion qui pourraient 

etre le plus utilement 
employes ployes pour assurer le developpement moral 

et materiel de cet empire. 
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4 KEYUE FRANCO-PERSANE 

G’est pour entretenir le courunt de sympa- 
tliie qui existe eu France el pour preparer la 
collaboration effective de noire pays a la mise 
en valeur des richesses persanes, que nous 
avons resolu de diriger de plus en plus I’atten- 
lion publique de ce cote, en la tenant, par une 

publication periodique speciale, an courant des 
travaux que nous allions entreprendre. La 
France disposera ainsi d’une source de rensei- 

gnements independants de Unite contribution 
etrangere et aussi sure .que cede que possedent 
deja les Anglais, les Russes et meme les Alle- 
mands. 

Et comme nous avons la pretention de 
faire oeuvre de gens pratiques, et non de 
ratiocincr au pays des chimeres, qu’il soit bien 
entendu que nous nous sommes parfaite- 
ment rendu compte des situations internatio- 
nales existantes. Nous savons — Lord Gurzon 
n’a rien dissimule a ce sujet — que I’Angle- 
terre dit : - elle ne soutient peut-etre plus 
aussi fort ce qu’elle a longtemps crie si haul 
la Perse est a moi. Nous n’ignorons pas que 
la Itussie estime que son oeuvre d’Orient ne 
sera complete, que lorsque elle aura rattache 
ses lignes de rails d’Europe et d’Asie a un 
point de la mer des bides et que le territoire 

persan qui Fen separe ne saurait dans ces 
conditions etre abandonne jiar elle aux convoi- 
tises d’un voisin au temperament par trop 
envahissant. 

Nous savons, enfin, que la France est 1’alliee 
ile la Russie et qu’elle se doit a son alliance ; 
mais nous ne savons pas moins qu’il lui sera 
d’autant plus facile de rester lidele a cette 
alliance, que son interet, que I’interet meme 
de la Russie pent etre mis ici d’accord avec 
le respect des engagements contractes. 

Nous n’ignorons done aucune des donnees 
du probleme, nous en voyons, au contraire, 
toutes les difficultes, mais nous n’en sommes 
pas moins resolus a mettre toute notre bonne 
volonte et toute notre energie en oeuvre pour 
le resoudre. Et pourquoi ne pas dire toute 
notre pensee a ce sujet? G’est justement parce 
que nous avons envisage tons les obstacles qui 

nous separent du but, que nous avons de 
bonnes raisons pour avoir foi dans le succes 
de notre entreprise. 

De 1’Eiirope a FMe par voles femes 

liii Russie salt parler aux yeux. 
Les visiteurs de I’Exposition universelle auront 

beau n’avoir fait que traverser les grandes avenues 
bordees de palais, que jeter un coup 4):eil accable 
par la monotonie des memes choses vues dans les 
galeries internationales sous les etiquettes aux noms 
de desinences plus on moins variees, il est une chose 
qu’ils n’oublieront plus, e’est le Kremlin du Troca- 
dero. 

Ils auront vu la des Tartares authentiques servir, 
en costumes blancs, des liqueurs diverses dans une 
com* interieure d’un earactere moscovite bien accen- 
tue, mais dont I'un des cotes est ferme par une porte 
aux faiences bleues d’une architecture tout a fait 
persane. Dans le fond, comme encadre par cette 
porte,. un tableau d’une originalite voulue represen- 
tant, au-dessus de la confusion etudiee des four- 
rures, des produits du sol et de la main-d’oeuvre 
russe, d’une grande salle d’exposition, 1’entree d'une 
ville persane — est-ce Tauris, est-ce Isfahan!- — 
avec ses chameaux, ses costumes populaires et ses 
minarets. 

Tons ceux qui passerent par la, venus des quatre 
coins du monde, ne sauraient plus separer, dans leur 
souvenir, ce lambeau de la Perse entrevue, du majes- 
tueux monument eleve par la Russie a 1 Exposition 
de 1000, pas plus qu’ils ne separeront desormais les 
murs rouges de I'exposition de la Chine, les blouses 
bleues des Chinois apparus sur des baleons abrites 
par des toits bizarres, des fleches surmontees de 
1'aigle d’or a deux tetes qui brille au grand soleil. 

L’imagination de tons, humbles et grands, suivra 
dans leurs courses sans fin, a travers les passages du 

j Nord, les wagons aux inscriptions russes de ce train 
de la Compagnie ties Express europeens simulant un 
voyage de Moscou a Pekin. Cet ensemble constitue, 
n'est-il pas vrai, une merveilleuse lecon de choses... 
des choses d apres 1900. 

La Russie, disions-nous, sail parler aux yeux; elle 
ne sail pas moins faire penser tous les cerveaux,, 
fusscnt-ils les plus refractair.es, par habitude, aux 
abstractions et aux deductions de la logique ! 

Nous ne Sort irons pas du palais russe du Troca- 
dero pour eu fournir la preuvg. Revoyez cette salle 
aux murs converts de cartes a grande echelle, oil de 
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largos traits, s’imposant 
an 

regard, marquent le trace 
de ee 

colossal chemin de fer transsiberien appele 
a etablir, 

sans conteste, la grandeur de lo Russie a la 
fin du xix e 

siecle. Apres des heures passees dans eette salle, il resterait encore 
quelque chose 

a 
etudier, taut 

on a eu soin d'accuniuler les details, d’aller 
au 

devant 
des incompetences techniques par des reductions 

on fac-simile des ouvrages d’art, par des photographies, 

par des graphiques... 
Le Transcaspien porte les locomotives russes au pays de Tamerlan, jusqua Taschkend; demain, c’est 

le Transsiberien qui reliera TEurope 
a 

I’empire du 
Milieu, et apres le Transsib6rien, c'est le grand Indo- Europeen qui est appele 

a marquer la troisieme phase de Taction civilisatrice de la Russie d’Europe 
dans TAsie, 

sa voisine. 
Le chemin de fer Indo-Europeen, c’est-a-dire la grande ligne qui reliera Moscou et, par Moscou, le 

reseau de chemins de fer d’Europe 
a 

Tocean Indimi, 
haute en ce moment tons les esprits 

en Russie. 
Comme on 

explique maintenant les bonnes raisons 
— ces raisons qui avaient echappea lord Curzon en 1<S!>2 

— 

qui out amene la Russie 
a entraver les operations 

de tons ceux 
— 

et ils furent legion 

— 

qui, depuis le 
baron de Reuter, 

en 
1892, avaient songe au 

grand 
avenir desvoies ferrees persanes. 

On formerait de gros volumes avec les nombreux 
articles eonsacres par la presse russe, 

depuis quelques 
mois, 

aux chemins de fer de la Perse. Nous nous contenterons de resumer un 
volume qui 

a paru il y a quelques semaines, 
en Russie. Il les contient tons, en 

ce sens qu il semble exprimer le sentiment general 
des Russes 

a 
Regard des nouveaux chemins de fer 

a 
creer en 

Asie, soil par la Russie, soit sous le con- trdle du gouvernement de S. M. le Tzar. 
1/0 volume dont nous 

parlous 
a pour titre 

: 
Un 

chrmiti de f'er 
a leavers la Perse, et pour auteur 

M. P.-A. Rittich. Il vient d’etre edite 
a 

Saint-Peters- bourg par A.-A. Porokhovchtchik. Tons lesjournaux 

russes 
Tout commente et en 

partie reproduit. Nous 
nous contenterons de le resumer et de publier 

une reduction de la carte qui Taccompagne, 
cette carte 

nous 
dispensant de longs commentaires. 

Void done Targumentation de M. Rittich 
: 

« 
La guerre sud-africaine 

a ce bon cote quelle 

nous ouvre les yeux sur ce 
qui constitue notre mission 

sion politique 
aux Indes et en Perse. Tot on 

tard, 

nous nous rendrons maitres du Seistan et d un 
port 

dans 1 ocean Indien on 
plutot dans la baie d’Ormouz. 

Par la se terminera notre mission historique 
au Sud 

et nous 
n’aurons [)lus qua nffn^ occuper dc TOrient. 

En vue de 
nous 

frayer 
une issue sur 1’oeean Indien, 

nous 
devons construire un chemin de fer traversant 

la Perse dans la direction du Nord au Sud. Ce chemin 
min de for nous donnera de grands revenus, car il constituera la ligne de transit universel 

sans 
compter 

<iu'il 
sera 

d’une tres grande importance locale. 

« 
Depuis Pierre le Grand, notre politique n’a 

cess6 de graviter 
vers les Indes. Maintenant, 

nous 
sommes aux 

portes de cette rontree et nous nous en emparerons au 
premier conflit qui 

se 
produira 

entre TAngleterre 
et la Russie. 

« 
Quand 

nous reussirons 
a 

reunir le reseau de nos chemins de fer 
avec celui des Indes, 

en traversant TAfghanistan, tout le commerce de TIndoustan et de 
Textreme Asi(> sera entre nos mains. Alors les roles 
s’intervertiront 

: c’est 1 Europe occidentale qui, jus- 
(ju a 

present, 
nous lournit tons les produits exotiques 

et a 
laquelle 

nous payons, de ce 
fait, des millions de 

roubles de commission; des que nous aurons atteint 
le but susindiqu^, 

nous deviendrons les commission- 
naires de 1 Europe et celle-ci 

sera 
forcee de nous rem- bourser avec usure les millions qu’elle 

a su nous prendre. 

« 
En ce moment expire le delai de: notre traite 

avec la Perse, 
en vertu duquel 

C(;tt<‘ puissance 
no pouvait, pendant 1.) ans, accorder de concession pour 

la construction de chemins de fer. Il taut maintenant 
renouveler ce 

traite, et construire le chemin de fer 
dont nous venous 

de parler. La ligne de Konia a Rassora via Bagdad 
cree un chemin de transit entre Changha’i et Constantinople et compromet de ce fait 

1 avenir du Transsiberien. Pour parer a ce 
danger, 

nous devons sans hesiter construire la ligne perpen- 
diculaire 

a la precedente, et cela nous pouvons le 
fa ire sans que <jui que ce soit puisse 

nous en empe- 
cher. 

« Les avantages resultant de la reunion du Trans- 
caucasien avee 

le port de Render-Abbassont 
enormes. (](^st un coup de massue 

qui annihile toute Timpor- 
tance des chemins de fer d'Anatolie, et auquel les 
Anglais sont ineapables d<‘ riposter. Toutes les lignes 

a 
Touest de Teheran et de Bender-Abbas traverseront 

des contrees desertes et pen peuplees; (dies 
n 

offriront 
done aux 

Anglais 
aucun interet commercial. 

a 
Quant 

a la ligne de chemin de fer allant de Bou- 
chir au centre de la Perse, elle sera 

beaueoup trop 
couteuse et 

incomparablement moins importante 
que 

la ligne qui reliera Bender-Abbas 
avec Tillis en passant 

sant par 'Teheran. 

ft 
La ligne de transit reunissant Changhai’ 

et Constantinople tantinople oflre 1 inconvenient 
enorme resultant du 

transbordement 
a 

Constantinople 
et de la necessite de 

traverser le golfe Pcrsique, large d’environ 1,000 ki- 
lometres. Quant 

au service des posies et des passa- 
gers. il nous est assure 

d’avance. 

ft Bien d 
a litres person nes que nous ont 

envisage 
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R MV11E KRAXCO- PERSAN E 

cette question sous ce me«ie jour, tels le baron de 
Reuter, M. le general Folkenhajjen, MM. Khomiakov, 
baron de Kort et Tretiakousky. 

ft Le 25 juillet 1872, une concession fut accordee 
an baron de Reuter pour la construction d’un chemin 
de fer partant de la mer Caspienne et aboutissant au 
golfe Persique. Aux termes du traite, le concession- 
naire etait autorise a exploiter pendant 70 ans tous 
les gisements de la Perse (sauf les gisements de me- 
taux et de pierres precieux), tant sur les terres de 
1’Etat que des particuliers qui n’exploiteraient pas 
leur sous-sol depuis au rnoins 5 ans avant la presentation 
tion de la demande pour la susdite concession. La 
Compagniede M. de Reuter avail ledroit de construire 
des embranchements aboutissant aux mines exploi- 
tees par elle et ce terrain requis par ces embranchements 
ments lui etait donne gratuitement. En outre, cette 
Compagnie ne devait payer aucun droit d entree ni 
aucun autre impot pour tout ce qui avait trait a 
Pexploitation des mines et le gouvernement persan se 
contentait de participer aux benefices de cette exploitation 
tation dans la mesurede 15 0 / 0 . 

« La susdite Compagnie avait, en outre, le droit 
exclusif d'exploiter les forets de la Perse pendant une 
periode de 70 ans en payant au gouvernement 
15 % sur les benefices nets de cette exploitation. 
Elle avait aussi le droit exclusif de faire tous nou- 
veaux travaux d’irrigation et de vendre 1’eau aux 
habitants a un prix appi'ouve par le gouvernement et 
d’utiliser tous les cours d'eau non utilises, toujours 
en versant 15 0 / 0 des benefices au gouvernement. 

« La Compagnie susdite avait la preference pour 
le droit de creer des etablissements de credit en Perse 
ainsi que pour y etablir des usines de gaz, d’y cons- 
truire des chemins, des telegraphes, des moulins, des 
fabriques, des usines de materiel de chemin de fer, etc., 
et pour executor tous travaux en vue d'agrandir 
et (kembellir la capitale du royaume et d’y organiser 
le service postal. 

« En 1874. notre gouvernement s etait beaucoup 
iqteresse a la concession accordee au general Folken- 
hagen. Ce dernier avait obtenu la concession pour la 
construction d'un chemin de fer de Pjoulta surl'Arax 
a Tauris. Folkenhagen avait aussi demande et obtenu 
I’antorisation d’exploiter les houilleres situees dans 
un rayon de 50 milles anglais dc la ligne du chemin 
de fer susdit. Rref, la concession de Folkenhagen 
etait d’autaut plus interessante qu’il agissait pour le 
compte du gouvernement russe. 

« Le 20 juin 1878, la maison de banque Alleon 
obtint la concession pour la construction et I’exploi- 
tation de la ligne de chemin de fer de Rescht a 
Teheran. Le concessionnaire ne beneficiait d'aucun 
privilege special, on lui avait cependant donne, a litre 

gracieux, le droit d'utiliser tout le materiel de construction 
truction et le charbon dont il aurait besoin [K)ur 
realiser son projet et pour exploiter la ligne une fois 
qu’elle serait construite. 

« Le 2(jdecembre 1881, la concession pour la construction 
truction de la ligne Rescht-Teheran fut donnee a 
M. Boital, le premier concessionnaire n’ayant pu 
mener a bien ses projets. M. Boital fut en memo 
temps autorise a construire un embranchement allant 
d’Enchiman a Fechenda oil se trouvent des mines de 
charbon. Boital devait construire une ligne Recau- 
ville. II ne beneficiait d’aucun privilege special et ses 
revenus n etaient pas garantis par 1’Etat. II n’eut, du 
reste, pas plus de succes que son predecesseur. 

« Les derniers concessionnaires russes furent: 
MM. Khomiakov, Tretiakov, Korf et I’ingenieur 
Palachkowski. Ces messieurs avaient ete autorises 
par 1’empereur de demander la concession pour la 
construction d’un chemin de fer de Rescht a la baie 
de Tchakbar, dans Tocean Indien. Ils ne devaient pas 
participer a Texecution du susdit projet, mais ils 
s etaient engages a ceder leur concession au gouvernement 
ment russe des qu’ils Fauraient obtenue. Aux termes 
d’un traite proviso!re, la Banque d'Escompte de Paris 
s'etait chargee de realiser un capital d’obligations de 
300 millions de francs. L’afiaire etait absolument 
serieuse et le gouvernement persan se montrait trds 
accommodant vis-a-vis de nous. Xasr Eddin etait 
tout a fait conquis a ce projet, et Lon esperait 
terminer 1’affaire en 1889, lors de son sejoura Saint- 
Petersbourg. Mais il se produisit un fait inattendu : 
le ministre (tiers et M. ZinoviefF arracherent au 
Schah la promesseque, pendant quinze ans, il n'accor- 
derait la concession pour la construction de ce 
chemin de fer a personne. sans le consentement du. 
gouvernement russe. 

« En agissant ainsi, on pretexta la crainte de* 
1’Angleterre. Celle-ci, disait-on, demanderait une 
compensation, et nous ne serons pas vis-a-vis d’elle 
en etat de sauvegarder nos interets et nos droits 
exclusifs. 

<t II y a lieu de croire, cependant, que levrai motif 
qui dicta la conduite a Zinovietf etait de nature eco- 
nomique. On sail que c’est lui qui eonvainquit le 
gouvernement de la necessite d'abolir le transit en 
Perse par Batoum. Cette mesure, jointe aux droits de 
protection sur le coton, nous vaut en effet quelques 
succes commerciaux dans 1’Azerbaidjan et dans les 
autres provinces de la Perse septentrionale. 

« Pans son rapport annuel de 1898, notre consul 
general a Asfahan nous (lit que les marchandises 
russes importees en pQrse constituent deja 1/19 de 
la totalite des marchandises importe(‘S dans ce pays 
et que leur valeur s’eleve a environ 331.650 toumans 

*5 
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REVUE FRANCO-PERSANE 7 
(le 

touman vaut environ 5 francs). Quant 
a 

Importation 
tation des produits persans en 

Russie, elle se chiftre 
par R04,150 toumans. La victoire commereiale due 

a la circonspection 
ue M. Zinovieff est, par consequent, quent, tres appreciable. 

a 
11 est de 1'avis, quebeaucoup de pcrsonnes parta- 

^ent, qu'en prolongeant 
nos 

lignes de chemins de fer 
jusqua I'Oceaii 

nous 
donnerions 

a la marchandise 
anglaise la possibilite d’inonder les marches de la 
Perse septentrionale, 

au 
detriment de nos propres 

in to rets. Ges personnes croient que I’Angleterre 
se heiirte en Perse a une barriere naturelle que son 

commerce ne 
pent tranchir. Gela etait vrai dans le 

passe, alors que les brigandages continuels rendaient 
les montagnes du Ghiraz infranchissables 

aux cara- 
vanes. Mais il n’en est plus de memo en ce moment? 

« 
Kn vertu de la convention qui 

ouvre le Karoun 

a 
la navigation libre, les marchandises anglaises 

})euvent etre transportees 
a 

Schouster, de la, elles 
peuvent etre dirigees 

sur 
Teheran via Isfahan, 

sur 
une route carrossable recemment construite. 

« 
Les ealculs de Zinovieff sent, 

en consequence, 
errones. Les Anglais out contourne notre concession. 
IVotre commerce n’en souffre pas encore, attendu que 
nos 

marchandises, loin d’etre evincees du nord de la 
Perse, gagnent du terrain et se 

fr&yent 
un chemin 

vers le sud de ce pays. 

u 
Malgre cela sont nombreux les hoinmes d’Etat 

chez nous 
qui estiment que, construire le chemin de 

fer de la Gaspienne 
a 

Bender-Abas, e'est faire le jeu 
de 1’Angleterre. 

« 
Nous ne 

partageons pas cctte maniere de voir. 
Une ligne de chemins de fer allant de Kara-Kilisa a Tauris-Teheran-Mechhed-Kouchka 

ne doit inspirer 

aucune 
apprehension 

meme aux gens les plus 
peu- 

reux, attendu qu elle ne pourra profiter 
aux 

Anglais 
d'aucune fa con : elle ne pourra que rendre des 
services a notre commerce en 

evincant le commerce anglais. 

« 
Plus tard, quand 

nous aurons un terrain ferine 

sous 
les pieds, 

nous pourrons toujours construire la 
branche de Teheran a 

Bender-Abbas. Notre diplo- 
matie doit, 

en ce moment, faire tous ses 
efforts pour 

obtenir le monopole exclusif pour la construction des 
ehemins de fer persans. Gela est possible 

: preuve en font les concessions accordees a 
Khomiakov et a Eolkenhagen. 

« 
Notre gouvernement a, tres probablement, pris 

en consideration 
ce 

qui precede, 
car nous avons entendu dire que, dans le proces-verbal dela reunion 

de la Gommission chargee d’elaborer le projet des 
chemins defer persans, se trouve formulee la decision 
de construire des 

a present 
un 

chemin de fer jusqu’a 
Tauris. Lcs considerations strategiques 

nous 
obligent, 

en outre, de prolonger la ligne de Kouchka 
a 

Meched. 
Le premier 

pas est done fait. La ligne de Kara-Kilis 

a 
Tauris (.‘183 verstes)et Tembranchemcnt de Meched (300 verstes) seront construits dans un 

prochain 
avenir. Plus tard, il sera 

indispensable de prolonger 

cette ligne jusqu'a Teheran, distant de Meched de 
840 verstes, 

ce 
qui 

ne constitue que 2/5 de la distance 
qui separe Kara-Kilis de Kouchka (2,042 verstes). 

« 
Si Ton prend 

en consideration que la construction 
du trongon de Teheran 

a 
Meched ne 

comporte point 
de difficultes techniques, 

on se convainct de la 
necessite de reunir ces deux centres en raison des 
avantages politiques, commerciaux et strategiques 
qui 

en 
resulteront. 

« 
Les avantages politiques 

sont les suivants 
: 

1° Nous 
nous 

rendrons de fait maitres de la partie 
de la Perse qui 

nous 
appartenait 

en vertu du traite 
de 1723. Jamais nous ne nous sommes definitivement 
dessaisis de ces 

possessions 
: nous ne les avons 

cedees 
que par « 

amitie et amour », ainsi que cela est dit 
dans les traites ulterieurs. Peu de personnes ont 
connaissance de ce fait qui, pour cela, n’en est pas 
moins indiscutable. Et nous rentrerons dans 

nos droits 

au moment oil la Perse se 
decomposera; 

2° Le chemin de fer en 
question augmentera notre prestige et Ton ne 

discutera plus pour savoir qui des 
deux, de 1’Angleterre 

ou de la Russie, est la plus 
puissante 

; 
3° Go chemin de fer sera le premier pas fait vers la fusion des deux puissances voisines, 

car actuelle- 
ment un pays est dependant de 1’autre quand il Test 

au 
point de vue 

economique. 

« 
Les interets des Persans seront 

identiques 
avee les notres et les sujets du Schah nous 

considereront 

comme leurs bienfaiteurs. Le chemin de fer, cela est certain, enrichira le pays. Les deserts se 
peupleronL 

et fleuriront 
: 
e’est 

a 
cela que doit aboutir notre 

mission civilisatrice. 
» 

Tel est le resume, aussi fidele qifil etait possible 
de le presenter, 

en 
quelques lignes, du volume de 

M. Rittich. 
La situation financiere de la Russie lui permettrait- 

elle en ce moment de realiser ce 
grand programme? 

D’excellents esprits, 
en 

Russie, ont exprime des 
doutes 

— 
des doutes d’enfants gates peut-etre 

— 
a ce sujet. G’est ainsi que nous avons trouve le curieux 

article qu’on 
va lire dans un numero recent des 

Novo'ie Vremia 
: 

a 
Le correspondant du Times a 

Saint-Petersbourg, 
dit le Novoic Vremia, examine notre article tendant 

a prouver la necessite d'etablir notre influence en Perse, admet que nos 
paroles expriment les intentions 
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de la Kussie, mais que la realisation de ces desirs est 
tres douteuse- 

« Le correspondant du journalanglais base son opinion 
nion sur I’attitude de la Russie en ce qui eoncerne la 
construction des chemins de fer en Perse. II estime 
que la Russie n’a que le souci d’empecher tout autre 
puissance de construire ces lignes et qu’elle aimo 
mieux nc rien entreprendre dans cette direction. 

« Nous ne chercherons pas a appro'fondir Texactitude 
des rensqignemerits du correspondant susdit. Letat 
actuel de nos finances nous empeche peut-etre reelle- 
ment de proceder a la realisation de cette. immense 
entreprise qui consisterait a construire un chemin de 
fer partant de notre territoire et aboutissant a Tocean 
Indien ou bien au golfe Persique. S’il en est ainsi,. 
nous devons a tout prix opposer notre veto a toutes 
les velleites des etrangers desireux de construire des 
chemins de fer dans blran. Gela ne nous empeche pas 
de songer a etablir notre influence en Perse par 
d’autres moyens. 

<c Ces moyens sont nombreux. L’un d'eux consisterait 
terait a y envoyer des agents diplornatiques. Nous 
n^avons pas un seul consulat sur tout le littoral meridional 
dional de la Perse. 

« Ces derniers temps nous avons fait quelques pro- 
gres vers le Sud.Un consulat a ete etabli a Isfahan et 
un viee-consulat a Se'istan. C’esttrop pen. Nous man- 
quons de representants dans des centres tres impor- 
tants tels que Chiraz, Yezd, Kirman, Render-Bouchir, 
Bender-Abbas, Lingah, en sorteque nous sommestres 
souvent mal renseignes sur ce qui se passe dans la 
partie meridionale de la Perse. L’Allemagne a deja 
nomme un consul a Bender-Bouchir, et nous autres, 
anciens voisins des Persans, rdy avons pas encore songe. 

« C’est encore Fargent qui nous fait defaut, attendu 
que la creation de nouveaux consulats exigc des frais 
considerables, mais ces frais ne sont pas exorbitants 
au point que nous ne puissions les supporter. Point 
iFest necessaire de clouer le consul a telle ou telle 
autre place determinee. En cela, il faut s'inspirer de 
Pexemple que nous donnent les Anglais qui nomrnent 
un seul agent dans les rayons ou le role de ce dernier 
est plutot diplomatique que commercial. 

« C’est ainsi que nos concurrents n’ont qiFun seul 
consul sur le littoral sud dela Caspienne; son activite 
s’etend a Rescht et a Asterabad. 

« II serait, en outre, tres utile de nommer des agents 
commerciaux dans les ports principaux de la Perse 
Meridionale, afin que ces agents y propageassentnotre 
influence commerciale. I^e commerce russe en Perse 
est exclusivement entre les mains d’Armeniens qui 
n’ont en vue que lour propre interet, sans se soueier 
du moyen servant a le satisfaire. 

« Ces negociants armeniens compromettent notre 
prestige au lieu de le relever. Quant aux rares consuls 
que nous entretenons chez nos voisins, ils ne sont pas 
en mesure de faire grand’chose dans cette direction. 
Res affaires courantes absorbent la majeure partie de 

KAPTorps.e* 
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10 EEVUE FRANCO-PERSANE 

leur temps 
en sorte 

qu’ils n’ont pas le loisir d’etudier 
le marche de la place 

ou 
ils resident. Ils font tres 

rarement des tournees dans la contree 
(celle 

accom- plie 1'annee passee par le consul d’Isfalian dans le Sud 
constitue 

une 
exception unique) 

et par suite beaucoup 
de faits tres importants leur echappent. 

« 
Les Anglais, 

eux, ont des agents commerciaux. 
Ce sont pour la plupart des representants de grandes 

maisons de commerce 
qui possedent des succursales 

dans tons les centres les plus importants du pays. 
Quant 

aux 
negociants 

russes, on ne 
pent attendre 

d'eux qudls rendent des services analogues 
a 

leur 
pays, etant donne leur inertie innee, leur developpe- 

ment inferieur, leur moins grande envergure et 
Fabsence de garanties necessaires. Notre commerce 
en Perse n’est pas encore 

suffisamment enracine, il 
faut, 

a cet effet, preparer le terrain et c’est 
au gou- 

yernement qu’incombe 
ce devoir. 

« 
II est facile d’indiquer 

une 
serie d’autres mesures 

servant a 
consolider Fintluence 

russe en Perse. Or, il 
est absolument necessaire de la consolider, 

car 
la 

Perse meridionale est menacee 
d’un grand danger. 

« 
A FOuest, c'estFAllemagne qui la presse; a 

FEst, 
c’est FAngleterre. Nous 

ne pouvons admettre qu’apres 

FAsie Mineure, la Perse soit partagee entre les 
Anglais 

et les Allemands. 
» 

Les Novo'ie Vremia exagerent 
un peu la situation. 

Si 
nous nous en 

rapportons 
aux 

articles publics 
en ces derniers temps par la presse allemande, il semblerait 

au 
contraire qu’il 

ne 
serait pas 

desagreable 
a 

Berlin 
que la Russie affirmat 

son action en Perse par des 
actes formels. Est-il bien sur, d’autre part, que si la 
France pouvait 

trouver sur le marche persan un debouche facile pour les produits de'son commerce et 
de son 

industrie 
— 

et a cet effet Fintervention sympa- thique de la Russie lui pourrait 
etre d’un concours inappreciable 

— 

est-il bien certain, disons-nous, que si 
la France pouvait 

trouver en Perse la juste 
remuneration ration de ses 

efforts, elle 
ne 

s’empresserait 
pas de 

fournir 
a son alliee les moyens d’action dont elle 

dispose 
pour Faider 

a 
accomplir 

son oeuvre civilisa- 
trice 

en 
Asie ? 

lift 
PERSE 

A 
^EXPOSITION 

Le pavilion de la Perse s’eleve dans la rue 
des 

Nations, entre le pavilion du Perou et celui du Grand- 
Duche de Luxembourg. 

Gonstruit d’apres les plans de M. Meriat, architecte, 
il est la reproduction 

exacte du palais de Medresseye- 
Maderschachi, qui fait 

a 
Ispahan Fadmiration des 

voyageurs. 

Les murs 
exterieurs du pavilion 

sont revetus de 
riches ceramiques fabriquees 

a 
Paris. A droite et a gauche de la porte d’honneur, haute de quatorze 

metres, qui s’ouvre sur une 
petite place 

tres gracieuse, 

sont 
places deux larges panneaux en 

ceramique 
representant, 

en un 
dessin elegant 

oil 
les couleurs 

sont d’une harmonic tres douce, deux archers de 
Fancienne Perse. Au-dessus de la porte, encadree par 
deux faisceaux de drapeaux, 

se 
detache la couronne imperiale soulignee par cette 

inscription 
en 

langue 

persane : « 
FIs soultane Mozaffer ed Din Schah 

Kadjar 
». 

LE GENERAL K1TABGI KHAN 

Le commissaire general du pavilion de la Perse est 
le general Kitabgi Khan, homme aimable et d’une tres grande distinction, qui parle 

avec 
aisance le franqais. 

Le general Kitabgi Khan 
a 

conduit tres habilement 
Finstallation du pavilion 

; il etait seconde par ses 
fils 

: MM. Yincent et Edouard Kitabgi 
et parM. E. Henri. 

La direction de la section 
a ete confiee 

a un 
Persan 

tres erudit, le cheick Mohammed Plassou. 

LE SALON D’HONNEUR 
En penetrant dans le salon d’honneur, 

on 
s’arrete 

ebloui par les merveilles que Fon 
a sous 

les yeux. 
Toutes les pieces les plus 

rares, les plus belles, les 
plus riches, ont ete exposees dans ce 

salon. On se croirait transports 
en un pays de reve. Au surplus, 

deux grands vitraux, laissant passer une 
lumiere 
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indecise et 
rrrysterieuse, ajoutent 

encore a la beaute 
du tableau. 

Lorsque le schah de Perse visitera TExposition 
universelle 

— 

il sera a 
Paris vers 

le 27 on 28 juillet 

— 
il recevra ses 

invites dans ce 
salon d’honneur. 

Aussi, 
a son 

intention, y a-t-on eleve un divan imperial 
rial vraiment digne du souverain 

a 
qui il est 

destine. 
Le divan lui-meme et les coussins sont reconverts 

de tapis de velours de soie franges de broderies d'or. 
Une couronne 

imperiale, 
en or, agrementee de pierres 

precieuses, surmonte le divan et, de cette couronne, 

retombent 
en 

plis harmonieux des draperies qui 
mou- tonnent, sojeuses, sur les degres du divan. 

Derriere 
ce 

dernier, plaque 
a 

plat, 
se trouve un drap d’or, dit de 

« 
piere 

» avec 
les deux lions symbo- 

liques. 
Sur I’un des vitraux, sont ecrits des vers, du poete 

persan Zaka el Molk, dont void la traduction 
: 

« 
Le gouvernement de S. M. I. le Schah tit elever 

ce 
pavilion 

en 1’honneur de 1’Exposition universelle 
de 1900. Au milieu de tous les palais qikelle renferme, 

il rappellera Tart des siecles disparus 
en meme temps quhl attestera les progres de kepoque presente. 

LE PALAIS DE LA PERSE 

Le inonde entier est 
frappe d'admiration devant 

Poeuvre gigantesque, 
a 

laquelle la France, par un 
acte 

d’hospitalite 
tres 

gracieuse, 
a 

convie toutes les 
nations. Si le pavilion persan n’expose qu’une petite 
partie des produits de la Perse, il renferme, 

en 
lui, 

un tresor precieux 
: ce sont les voeux ardents qu'elle 

forme pour la prosperite 
et pour la gloire de la 

France. Le poete Zaka el Molk 
a ete heureux d’ecrire 

ces vers a 
Teheran et de les chanter en 

khonneur de 
cette helle ville de Paris, terre nourriciere de toutes 
les sciences et de tous les arts. » 

Yoyons, maintenant, les curiosites, 
oeuvres d’art et antiquites 

contenues dans le salon d’honneur. 

Tout d'abord, mentionnons specialement 
un 

pavilion 

sacre, 
religieusement 

conserve, et que pen de visiteurs 
pourront admirer, roule, qu’il est, dans une 

housse, 

a 
kabri de la poussiere. G’est 

un 
chant de gloire ecrit 

par le celebre calligraphe Yagoud, qui fut secretaire 
de Motta Riza, 

venere encore de nos 
jours 

a 
Kho- 

rassan. Yagoud 
a compose six poemes qu’il 

a 
ecrits de sa main, 

en vert, 
en 

bleu et en rouge, sur des pieces de 
soie et dont ses 

compatriotes 
ne 

veulent pas se 
separer. On congoit parfaitement le prix que les 
Persans attachent 

a ces 
feuillets, si kon considere que 

depuis huit cents ans, aucun des calligraphes de la 
Perse 

— 
et cependant certains sont de veritables 

216Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356798.0x000011

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356798.0x000011?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[107v] (217/255)

12 UKV UE ER\NCO-PERSANE 

mmmmm 

artistes — na j*u arriver a irniter lecriture de 
Yagoud. 

Mais, coutinuous notre visile. Quatre vitiinos en 
bois laque blanc renferment des tresors imistimables : 
poteries a reflets metalliques datant du v e sieele; 
faieDces du style bizantin; d(is bronzes, des coffretsen 
argent et en or, finement ciseles ; des armes, aux 
manches d'ivoire incrustee d’or; des potiebes en 
argent; des figurines ornees d'emaux, de turquoises 
et de rubis; des poteries ajourees; des justaucorps du 
sieele dernier, damasquines et inerustes d’or; une 
collection extraordinaire de monnaies anciennes, des 
pendants d oreilles, de j>etits coraux contenus dans 
des gardes en or, des turquoises, une firouzee, des 
erneraudes, etc... . 

Les tapis de soie sent, naturellement, nornbreux 
dans ce salon ; ils representent les plus beaux echan- 
tillons de 1 art persan et celui sur lequel niarchent 
les visiteurs ne vaut pas moins de quarante rnille francs, 
(le tapis n’est d ailleurs jtas le plus riche, puisqu'il en 
cst d’autres qu’on evalue a plus de quatre-vingt 
niille francs. 

La nuit, le salon d’honneur (jui, coniine on le voit, 
renferme des tresors rappelant les contes des Mille et 
une Nuits est eclaire [iar un immense soleil etabli an 
plafond, et par des gerbes electriques, disposees aux 
angles de la piece, qui I'inondent de Incurs electriques 
multicolores. 

Les trois autres salles du pavilion sont occupeespar 
des collections de tapis anciens et modernes. L’un 
d eux, ne mesurant pas plus d’un metre et demi de 
hauteur sur un metre de largeur, est d un prix inestimable. 
mable. lout en soie et en or, ce tapis, qui etait en 
morceaux, a ete, recemment, repare et sa restaura- 
tion n'a pas coiite moins de trente mille francs. 

Lne vitrine renferme une collection de turquoises 
unique au monde. Son heureux possesseur, Bagad-Ali, 
est meme la seule personne qui ait encore des turquoises 
quoises provenant d’une des plus riches mines de turquoises 
quoises de la Perse, aujourd hui completement epuisee. 
Certaines des turquoises que nous montre Bagad Ali, 
avec orgueil, sont reellement belles, d’une eouleur 
limpide, d’un poli brillant, et ne presentant a leur 
surface ni raies, ni filets, ni inegalites, elles atteignent 
la grosseur d’un petit reuf. 

LES POETES 
Les jmetes ])ersans figurent en bonne place a i'Ex- 

position. 
. On sait que les Persans sont tres fiers de leurs 
poetes; Pun des plus illustres est le celebre Ferdousi 
qui ecrivit le Schah-Narned; il enest d’autres egale- 
ment tres en faveur, notamment : Xisami Chakani. 
L'erid-Eddin-Ahar, Djellah EJdin Humi que Ton 

considere comme le plus grand poete religieux de la 
Perse; Saadi, Khamse Anzami, Chahname Ferdossi, 
etc., etc. Or, un des plus grands collectionneurs de 
livreset d’objets d’art de la Perse, Gavame Defter, a 
reuni dans une longue vitrine des oeuvres de plusieurs 
grands poetes persans : de Saadi, de Djellah Eddin 
Uumi, de Khamse Anzami, de Chahname Ferdossi... 
Ccs livres admirables, ecrits a la main par des calli- 
graplies, sont illustres, presque a toutes les pages, de 
figurines en couleur qui soiit de veritables chefs- 
d auivre de Part persan. 

Gavame Defter expose, en outre, de riches instruments 
ments de musique, des tableaux refletant bien le 
caractere et les moeurs des Persans, une foule de 
menus bibelots de prix, etablis par de veritables 
artistes, et qui sont d une finesse et d’une beautede 
style vraiment surprenantes. 

II nous reste a parler du theatre qui fait la joiedes 
visiteurs. 

11 cst installe au-dessus de la salle d’exposition et 
occupe tout lo premier etage du pavilion. 

La scene est suffisamment vaste pour que les dan- 
seurs et les danseuses s’y puisent mouvoir a Paise. Un 
orchestre, un veritable orchestre d’une vingtaine de 
musiciens, accompagne les danses et les exercices 
d’escrime asiatiques. 

1 n chef conduit les musiciens qui se servent d’aouds, 
de nays, de nefirs, de tenons et de kematchie. 

Les musiciens jouent sur un rythme lent, monotone 
tone qui surprend et, meme, indispose les spectataurs 
pmi habitues aux brusques changements de mode des 
musiciens persans. 

N emjieche que le theatre obtient un tres grand 
succes. B ailleurs la salle est tres luxueusement deco- 
ree et le public ne menage pas ses applaudissemerits 
aux artistes, a la belle Zaiba (fi a ses camarades. 

d’elle est, decrite a grands traits, Pinteressante et 
tres belle exposition des Persans. Elle sera un jire- 
cieux enseignement pour les visiteurs qui s’aperce- 
vront que la Perse n’est pas, ainsi qu’on se le.figure 
malheureusementtrop, une puissance an^miee on ton's 
les arts sont morts et dont les habitants sont ineapa- 
bles d’un mouvement quelconque. 

Leur exposition est la pour dissiper cette grosse 
erreur. 

Geogpaphie JVIinierc 

La Perse est un des pays_du mondcles plus riches 
en minerajs de tout:; nature. 

On y compte generalement six zones metailiferes 
correspond ant aux divisions suivantes : 
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1«» District Nord-Ouest (Azerbaijan). 

— 
Fer, jilomb, 

cuivre, salpetre, liouille, mercure, marbres; 
‘2° Districts Nord et Quest de I’Elburz. 

— 
Tres riches 

en fer et en bouille. Mines dans des positions extrSme- 
rnent avantageuses 

sur les bords de la 
mer 

Caspieimc ot 
sur le versant sud de I’Elburz sur 

lequel est bati Teheran; 

3° District Nord-Est (Khorassan). 
— 

Cuivre, fer, 
plomb, liouille, or, sel, turquoises de Nishapour; 

4° Dictrict du Sud-Est (Kerman). 

— 

Plomb, cuivre, 
turquoises, houille, fer, borax, amianthe, inarbres jaunes 
transparents; 

5° Districts centraux (Kum, Shiraz, Isfahan et Nain). 

— 

Fer, cuivre, bouille, mercure, antimoine, nickel, 
coball, manganese, soufre; 

6<> Littoral du golfe Persique. 
— 

Petroles, mumiai, 
sel gemme, ocre rouge, soufre, zing et etain. 

Quel est l avenir des mines de Perse? 
II est grand temps que 1'attention des ingenieurs 

frangais 
se 

porte 
sur ce cote du continent asiatique et 

fournisse a 
I’esprit d’entreprise de notre pays des elements 

ments d’informations bases sur des observations techniques 
niques serupuleuses. 

Au bon vieux temps, les explorateurs frangais visite- 
i>ent la I’erse, et les auteurs 

contemporains citent 
volontiers leurs ouvrages. Vers le milieu du xvn e 

sie- 
ele Chardin et Tavernier out 

publie de longs rensei- 
gnements 

sur les diverses mines, mais en ces 
temps 

eloignes, I’esprit scientifique manquait 
un pen aux jtrospecteurs et on ne pent guere demander 

a 
leurs 

ecrits que des indications sommaires sur la situation 
des divers gisements. 

Dans ce 
siecle, 

nous avons de nombreux ouvrages 
dus 

a 
la plume des specialistes 

; mais comme tons les 
specialistes, et pour peu qu’ils ecrivent dans un but 
different, ils mettent Fesprit denue de parti pris 

a la 
torture par leurs contradictions. 

C’est ainsi que Malcolm 
a pu ecrire il y a 

trois 
quarts de siecle 

: « La Perse n’est pas riche en 
mine- 

« 
rais, bn trouve 

cependant du plomb et cuivre en 
« 

beaucoup d’endroits. 
» Poliak, il y a 

vingt-cinq ans, ecrit 
au 

contraire 
: 

« 
Il n'y 

a 
peut-etre pas une con tree de la terre aussi 

« 
riche en metaux que la Perse, surtout en 

mines. 

« 
Les enormes 

gisements de fer, de houille et cuivre 

« 
n’attendent que d’etre explores pour donner lieu a 

« une 
industrie tlorissante. 

» Il est bien regrettable que Ton n'ait pas 
faitfigurer 

a 
FExposition, 

en dehors des turquoises, quelques 
specimens des richesses minerales de la Perse. On a 
meme le droit de reprocher 

a la Compagnie anglaise, 
qui detient la concession gouvernementale d’une bonne partie des mines en 

Perse, d’avoir neglige de prendre 
part 

a 
I’Exposition universelle de 11)00. Cette negligence 

gence est vraiment prejudiciable 
a la Perse. 

Y a-t-il la unc 
mauvaise intention de la part des 

Anglais ? Nous nous 
garderons bien de rien aliirmera 

ce 
suiet. il nous 

suffira de citer Topinion de lord 
Curzon pour montrer que dans tons les cas 

Texposi- 
tion des richesses minerales de la Perse cut pu etre 
tres favorable 

a ce pays. 
Voici ce 

qu’ecrivait lord Curzon en 
1892 

: 

« 
Il est encore 

trop tot pour emettre un avis de 
quelque valeur sur 1’avenir de Findustrie miniere 

en Perse. Les informations que je viens de donner, etqui 
seraientbien plus nombreusesdans 

une 
prochaine edition, 

tion, montrent que le champ ouvert a 
Findustrie 

miniere est tres varie, etendu et fertile, de ne 
doute 

pas qu’avec le temps 
on ne trouve de nouvelles 

richesses ignorees 
on meconnues 

jusqu'a 
ce 

jour. 

« On ne 
pent mettre en doute la valeur intrinseque 

des minerals persans. Leur valeur commerciale 
depend entierement de la localite oil ilssont situes, du 
prix du transport 

a 
dos de mulet 

ou de chameau jusqu’a 
un 

port 
ou le plus proche marche. Ces diffi- 

cultes, jointes 
a 

celles dues a 
la severite du climat 

persan, du prix 
enorme des transports de machines, le 

caractere tracassier des fonctionnaires persans constituent 
tuent un reseau d’obstacles que seules les personnes qui 

en out fait 1’experience peuvent s’imaginer. Si on pent parvenir 
a 

produire la houille et le cuivre 
<*n 

assez 
grande quantile pour suffire 

a la consommation 
du pays et a 

I’angmenter, et si les autres minerais 
plus chers peuvent etre transportes jusqu'a la mer a des prix permettant de les expedier 

avec benefice 
en Europe 

ou ailleurs. je crois que 1'avenir des mines 

sera prospere. » 

Le Schah Mozaffer-Eddin-Mirza 
a 

Contrexeville 

Le Schah de Perse est en ce moment a Contrexeville. 
ville. Il va rester dans cette station thermale jusqu’a 

son 
depart pour Paris, qui 

aura lieu dans 
un 

mois 
environ. 

MozafFer-Eddin-Mirza, qui est accompagne de son grand vizir et d’une suite de quarante personnes, 
occupe le pavilion de fa Souveraine, compose de 
quarante chambres de maitres et de seize chambres 
de domestiques. 

Toutes ces 
chambres ont ete amenagees speciale- 

ment 
d’apres les ordres de Nazar-Agha, ministre de 

la Perse a 
Paris. 

Un detachement de troupe compose le service d hon- 

neur du Schah qui, dans ses 
excursions, est place 

sous la surveillance de plusieurs inspecteurs du service 
vice de la siirete. 

La musique militaire d un 
regiment 

en 
garnison 

a Epinal vient, deux fois par sbmaine, donner des 
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concerts dans le jardin de Hiotel. en rhonneur du 
grand' vova^eiu*, et des landaus de luxe et un train 
sjaicial sent a sa disposition pour sos excursions. 

LE SCHAH MOZAFFER-EDDiN-MIRZA 

lie Schah MozafFer-Eddin-Mirza est ne en 1853; 
son nfom sifj;m'fie en persan « Victorieux de la foi ». 
(lest un homme d'une grande intelligence et d’une 
reelle instruction. L’histoire et la botanique 1’ont tout 
particulierement interesse dans sa jeunesse. (Vest, 
<1 autre part, un chasseur plein d’entrain et un tireur 
de tout premier ordre. 

Sa farnille est tres nombreuse. Les Parisians n'ont 
pas oublie son tils aine, le prince Malck-Mansour, qui 
leur tit visite au commencement de I’annee derniere. 
Nous citoris meme avec plaisircet extrait d’un article 
consacre par le Figaro (22 fevrier 1899), au voyage 
d<* Pheritier presomptif de la couronne persane. 

« Le prince, ecrivait M. G. Calmettes, n’a j>as 
perdu une seule journee: il a voulu tout voir, il a 
visite en detail la Chambre des deputes, les Inva- 
lides, 1 Observatoire, Versailles, Saint-Cyr, Notre- 
Dame, le Palais de justice, le tombeau de I’Empe- 
reur, les theatres, voire les coulisses, sans nieme 
negliger le bal de 1’Opera, avec son decor de feerie 
et ses fantastiques illuminations. 

« Partout il a pris, en excellent francais — car il 
ecrit et parle fort correctement la langue francaise — 
des notes sur tout ce qu’il voyait; il ecrivait meme 
en voiture, ou dictait aux ministres qui I’accompa- 

gnaient, et sen esprit avide de science n'efait jamuis 
lasse. 

« — de suis char me de tout ce qme j’ai vu, mo 
disait-il a ce propos, en mo contant, en phrases sou- 
vent interrompues, comme s’il revait encore, ses impressions 
pressions et le plaisir de son sejour. Et Paris plait a 
mon cceur comme a mes yeux. 

« On a dit que nous sommes les Francais d’Asie : 
j en suis tres tier, car je comprends desormais tout 
1’orgueil quel’on doit mettre dans ce litre. 

« .le suis venu chez vous comme un simple tou- 
riste. 

« Je n ai en Europeaucune mission politique; mon 
role est tout simplementde rechercher partout le pro- 
gres, le progres moral otpacifique, le seul que j’aime, 
et de me faire le propagateur et Finstrument de ce 
progres, en etudiant vos moeurs, en visitant vos eta- 
blissements d'instruction publique desquels, pour 
moi, tout decoule. 

« Jo tiens d ailleurs ces sentiments de mon pore. 
Plus qu'aucun souverain d'Asie, il a la passion du 
progres, et il a su a toute epoque, mieux ipie per- 
sonne, s’entourer des hommes h's plus capables de 
seconder ses idees de regeneration nationale. 

« Si vous avez 1 occasion de parlor de mon auguste 
])ere ou de nous autres, ses tils respectueux,, dites, je 
vous en prie, que nous aimons beaucoup la France. 
Son influence en Orient a tonjoursete bienfaisante, et 
mieux que jamais je comprends maintenant enmbien 
tout le monde a raison chez nous de vouloir appren- 
dre le francais et votre litterature, qui reste toujours 
la reine du monde. 

« Je n'ai qu'un regret, e'est de n’a voir pu proloogrr 
assez longtemps mon sejour en France, et de n’avoir 
[>as eu d assez frequentes occasions de voir vos ministres 
tres pour etudier ce grand pays. 

« Car il y a iei tout a apprentice ! 
« Mais jereviendrai Fan prochain, avec mon pere, 

pour admirer votre Exposition universelle qui sera la 
grande fete des progres du monde entier. Et non 
seulement mon auguste pere viendra, tres certaine- 
ment, mais je ferai tous rmis etforts pour que mes 
freres puissent accompagner Sa Majeste, car ils sont 
tous, comme moi, avides d etudes, d’observations et 
de progres. 

« Un des bonheurs de mon voyage, e'est que Sa 
Majeste a eu soin de m'entourer, pendant ce voyage, 
de tout ce que la Perse a de plus respectable et de 
plus eclaire, comme Son Excellence Kagmalkan, le 
doyen de nos ministres, qui est ici, a mes cotes, etqui 
reunit en sa personne toutes les noblesses de notre his- 
toire et de notre religion. 

«. Par une favour sans egale, et dont jesens tout h? 
prix, mon pere a {termis que la plupart de se^'minis- 
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tres en 
Eurofie et-ses fonotionnaims les phis eminents 

vinssent, 
a cette meme 

occasion, m'aider dc leurs 
sa^cs conseils, 

com me pour me mettre a memo de 
raj)porter dc mes diverses vi.sites a travers VEurope 
ie plus grand nombre d’idees et de bienfaits. 

« 
De tout mon coeur, je rends grace a 

monauguste 
et venere perc, et c’est jiar ce remerciement recon- naissant que je desire terminer cette conversation 

comme 
je terminerai 

ce merveilleux voyage en votrc 
jiays fran^ais. 

» 
UNE MISSION ECONOMIQUE FRANCAISE 

entre la Caspienne et le golfe Persique 

On nous 
communique la circulaire suivante : 

SOCIETE FRANC()-PERSANE 
d’ktudes 

Paris, le 2a mai 1900. 

« 
S. M. 1<; roi de Perse arrivera 

en France 
a la fin du 

mois de juillet. Ge voyage, annonce par tous les jour- 

naux, nous a mis dans 1’obligation d'ajourner le depart de la mission d’etudes qui devait partir dans 
le courant du mois de mai. II eut, en 

effet, ete 
contraire au 

resultat des travaux de cette mission de 
poursuivre 

ses 
operations 

en 
Asie, 

au moment oil 
S. M. le Schah et les principaux ofiiciers de 

sa cou- 
ronne eussent etc en 

Europe. Aussi, 
avons-nous resolu d’attendre le mois de septembre pour mettre 

noire mission en marche. File aura 
le temps, d'ici la, 

de completer 
ses etudes prepara to ires et aura pu profiler de FExposition 

et de la presence a 
Paris des grands personnages persans pour se creer des relations 

qu elle ne manquera pas de mettre a 
profit quand elle 

aura a 
accomplirson 

oeuvre sur le terrain persan. 
« 

Sous le benefice des observations qui precedent 

nous croyons devoir reproduire ici les principaux 

passages de notre cireulaire du 15 janvier 
: 

« 
La concession <lu chemin de fer de Bassorah 

a la 
Banque allemaode vient d’ouvrir 

aux 
interets alle- 

mands une 
fenetrc 

sur 
le golfe Persique et, partant, 

«ur la mer des ludas. La France ne serait plus la 
France si elle ne se 

preoccupait pas de cet etat de 
choses. 11 est dans sa tradition nationale, 

non de 
rechereher des territoires, mais de conquerir des 
antes et de repandre les produits de 

son 
industrie, 

dans les parages sur 
lesquels 1’Allemagne 

veut desor- 
mais exercer son action. 

« Sans remonter aux ambassades envoyees en Perse.par Richelieu et par Colbert, 
sans 

rappeler que 
la Compagnie des hides eut des comptoirs 

a Isfahan 
et a 

Bunder-Abbas, qu'il 
nous suttise de dire que la langue francaise est, de toutes les langues 

euro- lieennes, la plus i-epamlue 
en 

Perse, grace aux efforts 

seculaires de nos 
Lazaristes et de uos So;urs de 

charite, et que les produits dc nos artisans de Paris, 
de Lyon et de Marseille sont encore les plus estimees 
de la haute societe persane. Est-ce que 1'heritier 
poesomptif du royaume d'lran, 

ce 
prince charmant 

qui 
sut conquerir les Parisiens par son 

esprit et par 
sa grace, est-ce que le prince Malek Mansour ne 

disait 
pas a un 

redaeteur du Figaro, il y a un an a 
peine 

: 
« 

Nous 
sommes les Francais de I'Asie ? 

» 
Le mot 

voulait etre retenu. II le sera. 
« 

Sachant done que notre grande ajliee, la Russic, 
jouit 

a la cour de Teheran d’une influence, pour- 
rait-on dire preponderante; sachant que c’est a elle 
et a nul autre, quoi qu’on ait pu ecrire a ce 

sujet 
en Angleterre, qu’est 

reserve 1’honneur de Fadduction 

a 
la civilisation europeenne de la 

« 
Terre du Lion 

et du Soleil », nous nous sommes pose les questions 
suivantes 

: 
« 

Quelle est la nature et 
1’importance des relations 

eeonomiques existant, 
en ce 

moment, entre la Perse 
et la France ? 

« 
Ces relations seraient-elles utilement developpees 

]»ar I'amelioration des voies de communication et de 
transport des vastes regions comprises 

entre le 
Caucase, la Caspienne et le golfe Persique? 

• « 
Quels avantages pourrait retirer la production 

frangaise de 1’europeanisation de la Perse ? 

« 
Si la Russie, enfin, mettant a 

profit la legitime 
influence qu’elle pent 

exercer sur les conseils du Schah, 
etait amenee a 

faireappelau 
concours financier de la 

France pour favoriser la creation d’un reseau de voies 
ferrees mettant, par une 

ligne ininterrompue de rails, 
les ports asiatiques de la Perse (Bunder-Abbas, par exemple) 

en communication avec 
FEurope, quel 

accueil la France devrait-elle faire 
a cet 

appel ? 

« 
C’est 

ce que nous demandons 
a tous ceux 

qui 
s’interessent 

a 
I’ceuvre de la civilisation en Asie. 

Aperirc terrain Gallis est une 
noble formule pour 

tous ceux 
qui sentent que la France s’ennuie, et qu’il 

est grand temps que de nobles preoccupations vien- 
nent 1’arracher aux miseres de ses dissensions intestines. 
tines. 

« 
II nous a 

semble que la meilleure facon de repon- 
dre aux 

questions que nous venous 
d’enumerer, etait 

de faire appel 
a la collaboration de tous ceux 

qu'elles 

out pu preoccuper et aussi de charger (juelques spe- 
cialistes d’aller les etudier 

sur 
place, des que la belle 

saison aura 
rendu les plateaux de ITran plus accossi- 

bles. Une mission d etudes sera 
chargee de nous ren- seigner 

sur les richesses de la Perse, 
sur la possibilite 

qu’il y aurait d’atteindre 
ces 

richesses, 
sur 

routillage 
industricl de ce pays et les perfecti 

ojmu eau‘nts a y 
apporter, enfin sur les debouches qu'il .pourrait 
ouvrir 

aux 
produits francais. 
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« Nous accueillerons aver plaisir tons les rensei- 
gnements qu’oh voudra bien nous envoyer, tons les 
conseils qu'on voudra bien nous donner, sur les questions 
tions posees et sur cedes qu’il serait utile de charger 
la mission de resoudre. afin de satisfaire ceux de nos 
fabricants qui voudraient trouver en Perse soft des 
matieres premieres a utiliser, soit une clientele pour 
leurs propres produits. » 

LE COSTUME DES FEMMES PERSANES 

« ( n mouvement se produit, en ce moment, en 
Perse, dans le domaine des modes feminines, annon- 
gaient les Novoie Yrcmia, et les femmes jtersanes 
dommencent a renoncer a leur costume national pour 
le remplacer par des vetements femimns. » 

Cette information de notre confrere russe nous 
surprit agreablement; aussi, dans notre desir d'avoir 
des donnees tres exactes sur cette revolution des 
moeurs persanes, nous adressames-nous au grand 
couturier Worth qui possede, a Teheran, une maison 
que dirige fort habilement M n,e Hoffmann. 

Justement, le secretaire general de la maison 
Worth, M. Doriot, rentrait a Paris, de retour d’un 
assez long voyage en Perse. Tres obligeamment, 
M. l)oriot voulut bien s(‘ mettre a notre disposition. 

— Je ne vois pas oil votre confrere a pu puiser 
cette information, nous repondit-il; je viens de passer 
plusieurs mois en Perse, je suis reste quelques 
semaines a Teheran et je puis vous certifier que les 
femmes persanes n'ont aucune tendance a s’habiller a 
reuropeenne. 

La maison Worth a, a Teheran, uncomptoir dans 
lequel on vendun peude tout, maison n’y voit aucune 
robe ni aucun autre vetement feminin. 

Dans la rue, les femmes persanes sont, en effet. 
vetues d’une fa(,*on uniforme. Le costume, bbligatoire 
pour les musulmanes et qu'adoptent toutes les autres 
femmes, se compose d un large pantalon a pied, le 
chnlvar ; du tchader, grand manteau bleu indigo 
enveloppant completement le corps, et du roubcnd, 
long morceau de toile blanche qui cache completement 
ment la figure. Quelques petits trous perces dans le 
roubend a Pen droit oil setrouve la figure, permettent 
a la Persane de se conduire. 

Les femmes sont, en general, fort coquettes, et les 
costumes qu’elles portent, dans 1'enderoum, par 
exemple, sont tres riches. Ainsi, il arrive frequem- 
mentque nos elientes nous achetent des pieces d’etofte 
entieres de facon a empecher qu’une autre femme ne 
soit revetue d’etoffes de la memie couleur que celles 
qu’elles desirent porter. 

A notre maisou de Teheran, nous vendons un treS~ v 

grand nombre de pieces de soie tres riche. Mais 
jamais nous n'avons vendu une seule jupe ou un seul 
corsage. Ce sont, en general, des Armeniennes qui 
sont chargees de la confection des costumes des 
femmes persanes. 

lia France a Seize 

La France a, comme on sait, le monopole des 
fouilles en Perse. 

Ce monopole, aecorde par Xasr-Eddin schah et 
respecte par Mozaffer-Eddin schah a ete ratifie, en 
1807, par un vote du Parlement. 

Pour mettre en valeur ce privilege, d’une tres 
grande importance au point de vue scientifique et au 
point de vue archeologique, car il nous permettra de 
savoir, un jour, ce qu’et&it la Perse avant les ecri- 
vains grecs et latins, le ministre de 1’instruction 
publique organisait, aussitdt apres la decision des 
Chambres, une expedition dont elle confiait la direction 
tion a M. de Morgan, ingenieur. 

M. de Morgan a accompli plusieurs missions pour le 
compte de la France. Il est reste, notamment, vingt- 
sejit mois en Perse, de 1880 au l er decembre 1801, et 
il a public sur son voyage, au cours duquel il par- 
courut plus de vingt mille kilometres, cinq volumes 
d’un reel interet: 1° Ktudrs geograpbiqurs ; '2° Etudes 
des linguisliques el ethnographiques ; 8° Recherche* 
che* archeologiques ; 4° Rec/ierehes geologiqu"s et 
paleontolog i({ lies. 

M. de Morgan partit a la fin de 1807; il s’etait 
adjoint trois collaborateurs : MM. Lampue et Jequier, 
archeologues, et le R. P. Scheil, professeur de langue 
assyrienne a 1’Ecole des Hautes Etudes. 

M. de Morgan, qui commenca ses fouilles a Suze, 
Lancienne capitale des rois de 1’Elam, renfermant 
encore le fameux tombeau de Daniel, est actuellement 
en France, mais il lui est impossible de faire connaitre, 
en ce moment, le resultat de ses recherches, qui sont, 
parait-il, tres fructueuses. 

D’ailleurs, M. de Morgan doit repartir cn Perse au 
mois doctobre prochain, pour continuer ses etudes 
dans quatre cent cinquante ou cinq cents villes 
detruites. 

Cette expedition coute tres cher a la France. 
M. de Morgan emploie, en efiet, constamment un 
millier d'ouvriers, mais ce sacrifice est relativement 
leger si on le compare a la haute valeur des documents 
ments qu’elle pent nous procurer. 

Origans. — Impriment OrUana&e, rue Royale, 6 S. 
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No. 56, dated Bushire, the 11 th March 1901 (Confidential). 
From— Lieutenant-Colonel C. A. Kemball, Officiating Political Resident in the 

Persian Gulf, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department. 

Although I have received no recent news which can he considered to be 
absolutely reliable, regarding the progress of the struggle between Sheikh 
Mubarek of Koweit and the Emir of Nejd, I have received information from 
His Britannic Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Mohammerah, which, if it is true, is of 
considerable importance. 

Sheikh Selman, the cousin and Deputy of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, has 
informed Mr. McDouall that he has heard from Sheikh Jaber, a brother of 
Sheikh Mubarek, that Nejd has welcomed Mubarek and Ibn Saud, and that 
the tribes of Aneyza, Boreyda and Zulfi have sent in their submission, and 
that Sheikhs inimical to Ibn Bashid have been appointed to these tribes by Mubarek. 

Kazim Pasha, who is the brother of a wife of the Sultan, but who is not 
allowed to reside at Constantinople, is said to have gone with about 400 horsemen 
men on a mission to the Emir of Nejd from the Sultan. Sheikh Selman is 
afraid that Kazim Pasha may compel the Wali of Basrah to order Mubarek 
to evacuate Nejd, and that if, as is not improbable, Mubarek refuses, the 
Turks might attack Koweit. 

It is impossible to judge if the information is trustworthy, but it is well 
known that the Sheikhs of Koweit and Mohammerah are*on very friendly terms and that Sheikh Khazal’s sympathies are entirely on Sheikh Mubarek’s 
side in the present quarrel. It seems to me, therefore, that news which reaches 
Mohammerah from Koweit is deserving of some credit, and I have thought the 
information sufficiently important to be communicated to you. Mr. McDouall 
says that Sheikh Selman seems to think that Mubarek is in a fair way to become 
come the ruler of Central Arabia with Ibn Saud as his Lieutenant. 

2. His Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Basrah has informed me that he 
has received a telegram from Sir Nicholas O’Connor, the purport of which is 
that the Consul at Damascus reports that some squadrons of cavalry are leaving 
ing to assist the Emir of Nejd who is hard pressed. Mr. Wratislaw suggests that this may really mean that the Turks, profiting by Ibn Bashid’s difficulties, 
intend to re-occupy El-Jauf. It certainly seems curious that the Turks should' 
be sending troops from Damascus with the Nejd country as their objective. 

No. 60, dated Bushire, the 16th March 1901 (Confidential). 
From—The Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department. 

In continuation of this office No. 56, dated 11th instant, I have the 
honour to forward the accompanyin * 1. Report, dated tbe 19th February 1901. 
translations of three reports* which have 
been received from our Koweit news 

agent regarding Sheikh Mubarek’s proceedings. 
2. A letter received by the Chief of Bahrein from Abdul Bahman-bin- 

Eeysal-el-Saud corroborates the report about the occupation of Biadh by Sheikh 
Mubarek. 

Translation of a report from the Residency News Agent at Koweit, dated the 19th February 1901. 
Sheikh Mubarek with all the tribes of Abdul Bahman-bin-Eeysal arrived 

on 12th Eebruary at a place one day distant from Nejd, and has encamped there. The next day the Chiefs of the Aneiza and Kascem tribes came to see 
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him and submitted to him without opposition. Sheikh Mubarek received 
them with honour. Those who have not yet made their submission are only the 
inhabitants of E-iadh which has been guarded by Ibn Rashid’s men. Sheikh 
Mubarek wants to attack them. If he takes Riadh, it will amount to his conquering 
quering the Nejd province. The troops with Sheikh Mubarek amount to about 
70,000 men. On reaching Nejd he took (married) the daughter of Sultan- 
el-Dweish. On 17th February, Sheikh Sadun of Muntafik joined Sheikh 
Mubarek with his troops numbering about 10,000 men. It is not yet known 
where Ibn Rashid now is. At one time he is reported to be at Khaza and 
Ayena; at another (at a place) between Meshed Ali and Smava, collecting stores for his troops. Up to now he has not met Sheikh Mubarek in a fight, 
while Sheikh Mubarek has reached his territory. If he is able to fight, he 
would not be keeping himself in the background, and this shows his weakness. 
On 30th January 1901, Abdul Aziz Ibn Rashid wrote a letter to Sheikh Jasim- 
bin-Thani asking for his help in fighting Sheikh Mubarek. This was found out 
from the bearers of the letter who were three men. They were arrested and 
brought before Sheikh Mubarek, who took the letter and read it and ascertained 
tained Ibn Rashid’s circumstances and plans. He at once imprisoned them 
and then sent them to Koweit to his son, Sheikh Jaber, to whom he sent a letter 
enclosing Ibn Rashid’s letter. 

As regards “ Haj ”, this year nobody has gone overland with Ibn Rashid’s 
men. The pilgrims are afraid of their lives. Most of them have gone to the 
Hedjaz by sea. 

As regards Ibn Rashid he has a caravan consisting of 300 camels at 
Zubeir. They had come there as usual to load for Hayel. They are waiting 
these two months in Zubeir as they are afraid of leaving it. 

As regards Koweit and the surrounding district they are safe, and Sheikh 
Jaber is taking pains to protect the place. Every night about 4,000 armed 
men are employed to protect the place against the enemy. 

On 18th February, news reached Sheikh Jaber from his father to the effect 
that Hamood’s sons, who are Ibn Rashid’s cousins had come to see him (Sheikh 
"MjaTJafckj: They sued for peace and asked for a pardon. They stated “ Ibn 
Rashid has taken up the quarrel with you without our consent, and as he is 
acting against our advice we have come to you. Take us into your favour and 
we will obey your orders and you are our Emir now. We do not recognise Abdul Aziz Ibn Rashid, as he does not listen to our advice and does not consult us. 
We are his cousins, and by right the Sheikhship should pass to us after Muhammad 
mad Ibn Rashid, but we ourselves gave up the idea of pressing our right. In 
fact, he is not fit to be the Chief. He creates discord between us and causes bloodshed. 
shed. Now we are under your orders and you, Sheikh Mubarek, are our father. 
We won’t submit to Ibn Rashid ”. 

Sheikh Mubarak accepted their apology and treated them with respect. 
On 17th February, news reached from Sheikh Mubarak’s friends at Zubeir 

that a disturbance had taken place there among the inhabitants : that the 
leading men of Zubeir thereupon wrote to Mohsin Pasha (Wali of Basrah) 
asking him to send about 100 soldiers for the protection of the place : that 
Mohsin Pasha accordingly sent 100 cavalry, but the latter were prevented by 
the rioters from entering the town, and in the conflict which ensued two of the 
cavalry and 4 of the rioters were killed. The leading inhabitants then intervened, 
vened, and the soldiers entered the town and informed Moshin Pasha of the 
affair. Mohsin Pasha sent word to the leading men of Zubeir and asked them to 
come with Ibn Aun to Basrah (to see him). They at once went there, but I 
have not heard the result. 

Translation of a Report from the Residency News Agent at Koweit, dated the 27th February 
1901. 

On the 19th February, I sent you some news about Sheikh Mubarek and 
Abdul Aziz Ibn Rashid, and I now beg to inform you that on 25th February 
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Sheikh Jaber received 
a 

letter from his father, Sheikh Mubarck, in which it 
was stated that 

“ as 
regards the province of Nejd, the whole of it has submitted 

to me without opposition, and I have 
now 

appointed Abdul 
Aziz-bin-Feysal 

as Governor of Riadh. I have also appointed Governors to other places in the province, and am now 
in my camp opposite Kaseem, where I 

am 
awaiting 

Sheikh Sadun. After his arrival I hope to march against Hayel. I must 
also pursue Ibn Rashid, 

as 
I have 

now come to know where he is. lie is three days from Hayel and is running 
away to avoid meeting 

us, with 
some 

of the 
Shammar Arabs who 

are 
with him. I hope shortly 

to take Hayel 
and put 

a stop to your anxieties. As regards Hamood’s 
sons 

who sued for peace, I did 
not 

comply with their request, 
as 

they did not agree to my terms and I have 
not given them anything. Sheikh Sadun has promised to 

join 
me on 

22nd February, 
and I will go 

(with him 
on 

his arrival) towards Hayel. I have nothing 
to complain of the troops 

or 
the climate. By the grace of God I have conquered the whole province of Nejd without opposition and bloodshed, and hope shortly 

to take Hayel and kill Ibn Rashid 
On the 23rd February, Abdul Aziz-bin-Salem-el-Badr, Sheikh Mubarek’s 

Basrah agent, 
came 

by 
sea to Koweit and is putting 

up in Sheikh labor’s 
house. I have not heard why he has come, but should I hear anything about 
him I will let you know. 

Translation of 
a 

Report from the Residency News Agent at Koweit, dated the 4 th March 1901. 
I beg to report that 

on 
27th February Sheikh Mubarek marched out of the province of Nejd with the intention of attacking Hayel, the territory 

belonging 
to Ibn Rashid. He is accompanied by Sheikh Sadun of Muntafik 

and Abdul Rahman-bin-Feysal. The whereabouts of Ibn Rashid 
are not known yet, but Sheikh Mubarak has learnt where he 

now 
is. On 28th February, Ibn 

Rashid left Akuyeh bound for his territory which he 
was 

trying to reach 
before Sheikh Mubarek’s arrival there. They 

are 
bound to encounter each 

other and the battle will be 
a 

decisive 
one. 

Up till 
now no news 

has been 
received from Sheikh Mubarek 

as to what he has been doing, but 
we are awaiting the arrival of 

a messenger who is expected here in 
a 

day 
or 

two, and 
I will report further later 

on. 
As regards Zubeir, the Wali (of Basrah) Mohsin Pasha sent (to Zubeir) 

100 soldiers who 
are to remain there 

as a 
guard. The 

sons 
of Muhammad Sabah 

and Jerrah Sabah (the late brothers of Sheikh Mubarek) who 
were 

living 
in Zubeir, seeing the power of the (Turkish) Government, quietly left Zubeir 

one night to 
join Ibn Rashid. They 

were 
afraid of their lives because the (Turkish) 

Government consider them disloyal. 
By the grace of God Koweit and the environs 

are 
safe, and Sheikh Jaber is attending to their protection. 

Foreign Office Press—No. 3 
- 

1 
. 
4 
- 
01 

— 
55 

. 
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V1AN, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1903. 
j THE RELIGIOUS DISTURBANCES j IN PERSIA. ! - Massacre of Babis. j According to information received from i trustworthy sources, s&ys the Times, the , city and province of Yez l, iu Sauthern Persia, were the scenes of very serious disturbances during the latter part of June, Rioting, which lasted for more than a fortnight night at Yezd, culminated towards the end of June in a popular outbreak directed against the Babis, religious reformers whose aspirations have always been viewed with great suspicion by the ruling classes. Rumours mours of a demonstration against them circulated in Yszd early in June on the arrival from Nedjef of a new Mujtahid, or high priest, Miiza Muhammad Ibrahim. On the 27th and 28th especially the position, tion, even of foreign residents, became at times critical when the mob were searching for certain well-known Babis in the quarter of the town in which the houses of the English missionaries are situated. Throughout the whole of those two days every Babi who fell into the bands of the rabble was butchered in whatever manner was most pleasing to the mob at the moment, and mntilated bodies were drawn through the town in all directions,followed by an exultant crowd. Houses were searched and plundered, ed, women beaten, and in one or two cases killed, and the town was in the hands of a mob whose only programme was to kill. The bouses of Babis were broken into and plundered by the mob, assisted by gholams and soldiers. On Sunday, the 28 th, the Mujtahids enjoined the populace to bring all Babis either before them or before the Governor for judgment. The Prince refused at first to give way to the threats of the mob, but his palace was surrounded by a turbulent crowd, and on the next day he gave way, and had one man taken before him blown from the mouth of a cannon, and the throat of another one cut, the body being dragged afterwards | through the town. Order is reported to have been finally restored in the city, but i the province was veiy disturbed, and no one could leave the town with safety. All Babis who attempted to fly were either killed or had to return and hide themselves in the rnins and ditches around the town, some to he captured, others to escape. The Times publishes the following interesting ing leading article on this serious outbreak of religious fanaticism :— I It is a far cry to Yezd, in South-Western Persia, and only now, at the end of July, are the first authentic reports of the horrors which were committed there in June reaching ing this country. We shall probably never j hear the full truth about the massacre of I the Babis, of which we publish a brief account count this morning. Neither the prosecutors tors nor their victims could give a complete and accurate narrative of what has taken place, even if they desired to do so, and the European inhabitants of the province and its capital are too few to be able to collect anything resembling a full statement of the facts. Yezd, however, is the seat of a British Consulate, and we may hope that, when the facts we describe to-day have been bought to the knowledge of the public, the i Foreign Office may be stimulated to direct i Sir Arthur Hardinge to investigate them j through our Consular representative on the I spot. The first rumours of a demonstration t against the Babis circulated in Yezd early j in June, immediately after the arrival there of one Miizi Mahommed Ibrahim from i Nedjef, who is said to have received some ! religious appointment in the city. It speedily ily took the form of popular persecution and mob-violence, and it culminated for the time being in the crimes of June 26-28. The innocence of the unfortunate B'-bfs, whose sole offence seems to have consisted in their unalterable fidelity to the tenets of their sect, and the weakness, or worse, of the Government are proved by the action of the Governor of Yezd. On Satm- day, June 27th, the rabble brought a Babi prisoner before him. He refused to execute the man, presumably because there was no real case against him. Thereupon the whole city rose in disorder. The bazaars were all closed, the Palace was surrounded by a howling mob, and a hunt for the hated Babis was begun by the populace, who were assisted ed in their pious undertaking by the official messengers of the Governor, and even by the soldiers. The houses of the hated sectaries were broken into and looted, and the Babis themselves, wherever they were met, were murdered with such cruelties as suggested themselves to their persecutors, and their mutilated bodies were dragged in triumph through the streets. Even women were not safe. Several were severely beaten, and one or two were killed. The Governor had had his lesson. Oa the following ing morning he blew one Babi from a gun, and ordered the throat of a second to be cut, and his corpse to be delivered to the rabble. Oa the same day the Mujtahids, who are the religions guides of the people, exhorted them either to bring the Babis before the Governor or before themselves for judgment. After the authorities had surrendered to the mob the town became quieter, but the persecution went on. All the Babis who attempted to fly were either killed or forced to hide in the ruins and other lurking places which surround round Oriental towns where many of them have been tracked out and captured. Those who escaped from the city itself were by no means out of danger, for similar scenes of unprovoked murder were being enacted in every village of the province. It is as difficult to etimate the real causes of this bloody outburst of fanaticism in Yezd as to gauge those which underlay the very similar movement at Kishincff. In both cases the victims were members of an unpopular popular religious faith, who are accused, in the main unjustly, of political agitation hostile to the Government. In both the Government made no active attempt to save the objects of popular hatred from the fury of the rabble, and in both the subordinates of the Government aided and abetted the rioters. ers. The charges of enmity to the Government ment of the Shah, which used to be brought against the Babis, were, in the opinions of the best judges, as little founded as those of socialism, communism, and immorality which were so freely levelled against them. On the other hand, the course of treatment which they have received ed at the hands of the Sovereign and his representatives during the 50 or 60 years of their existence is not exactly calculated to fill them with loyalty to his Throne. Though the Babis are not a political sect, their professed devotion to freedom of thought and to purity of life cannot but place them in opposition to a despotism which yearly becomes more and more shameless in its debauchery and corruption. Our Special Correspondent in the Middle Erst pointed last autumn to the great revival of Babism in a new and juasi-poli- tical form as one of the symptoms of grave popular discontent which have appeared in more than one quarter in Persia. The Government know, at all events, that this faith of purity and brotherly love is not likely in any circumstances to be a bulwark of the Court of Teheran. They know that it is hated by the orthodox priesthood—though, strangely enough, it l as always drawn a large number of its best recruits from the ranks of the Mullohs—and they know that the rabble are always glad to rob and kill its adherents. A massacre of the Babis is as popular in Persia as a massacre of the Jews is in Russia ; and the simple Machiavellianism nism of Oriental admmlstiators may suggest, in the one case as in the other, that such a deed ought to be looked on with an eye of indulgence, if it serves to divert the mind of the people from dwelling upon the shortcomings comings of their rulers. Lord Curzon, who estimated the Babis as probably amounting to nearly a million more than ten years ago,then expressed the opinion that not impossibly they might in time oust the Shiah faith from Persia. Babism, as he observes, is the one Orientel heresy j' which seems to be imbued with the spirit of progress and of reform. Its mystic pan- 

j theism appeals very strongly to a people amongst whom the mysticism of the Sofis is already a power, and even the orthodox Mussulman cannot deny the force of the contention that the Bab or his successor is the promised Mahdi. The splendid heroism which the Babis have invariably displayed under the atrocious persecutions which they have repeatedly undergone since their founder proclaimed his mission in 1844 has, however, been their chief claim to the faith of the people. It is «aid that but one Babi has ever recanted, and he retracted tracted his recantation and died a martyr. The Bab and his successor have advanced claims which to European eyes are scarcely distinguishable from claims to divinity, and there is, of course, plenty about their pretensions tensions which seems to us repulsive or absurd. But their ethical doctrine, notably in regard to the position of women and to tolerance, ance, their open testimony against the profligate fligate imposture of degraded Mahomedan- ism, and certain aspects of their conception of the Deity, of the universe, and of the relation lation of man to both, raise them high above the level of their oppressors and entitle them to the interest and the regard of European observers. They may fail in their efforts at reform, but at least it is something that they should cling to lofty ideals with undaunted daunted coura c- 
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THE STATESMAN, WEDNESDAY, ATJ 
TEE LATE FOPE. 

Emtombment in St, Petek's. The Rime corr espondent of the Times wired on July 26bh:— The temporary ent ombment of the body of the late Pontiff took place yesterday evening at 9-15 after a ceremony of more than two hours’ duration. About a thousand sand people alto gether must have been given the privilege of witnessing the solemnity, nity, and at seven o’clock quite a crowd had assembled between the chapels of the Choir and Holy Sacrament. At that hour precisely ly the Sacred College, to the number of 42 Cardinals, .issued from the sacristy and took their places in the stalls of the chapel of the Choir where other dignitaries, the Diplomatic matic Corps accredited to the Vatican, and members of the Roman nobility were already assembled. Almost simultaneously ly the procession of the Chapter, headed by Cardinal Rampolla, Archpriest of the Basilica, made its way to the chapel of the Holy Sacrament, where the body still lay in state. The litter was raised by acolytes and singers belonging to the Basilica, as the Chapter did not wish to cede their privilege to the sediari, who would otherwise have performed the duty. The procession was formed of the Chapter, 
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career we set down our last wishes in tbi holograph will: Before all we humbly pra the infinite goodness and mercy of God t pardon us the errors of oar life and gracionsl to receive our soul into the beatitude of etei nily. We hope for this particularly throng the merits of Jesus Christ, our Redeeme: trusting in His most sacred heart,most arder furnace of charity,and the source of salvatlo for the human race. We also implore the ii tercession of the blessed Virgin Mary, mothr of God, and our most loving mother, and th saints whom we have venerated during on life as our patrons. In disposing of th family patrimony which belongs to us w appoint as our heir our nephew Coun Ludovico Pecei, From this property must b excepted the gifts made to Count Ricardc our ocher nephew, ou the occasion of hi marriage. la addition to this exceptio must be made to all the property existin at Carpineto, which belongs to the Hoi See in accordance with the declaratio made in onr will of February 8 tl 1900. In this will we have not mad bequests either in favour of our nephe Camlllo or of our nieces Anna and Marls the son and daughters respectively of on brother Giovanni Batista, having on th occasion of their marriages made sultabl provision for their maintenance during oc life. We declare that no member of ou family can make good any claim not grants in this document, for all the rest of or property has come to us through the invest ture of the Pontificate, and consequently i and in any case we wish it to be, the abs- lute property of the Holy See. We entru the exact execution of these dispositions I Cardinals Rampolla, Mocanni, and Creton We declare that these are our last wishes. Rome, at the Vatican, July 8 th, 190 Gioacchino Pecci, Leo P.P. XIII.” The will is written on a sheet of lar| foolscap. The writing, although small, very distinct and regular, and shows r sign of weakness. 
THE TRADE OF THE PERSIAN &ULF. 
The report for 1902 on the trade ai commerce of the Persian Gulf has be 1 issued as a Parliamentary paper [Cd. 1386 113], No, 3036 in the annual series Diplomatic and Consular Reports. It begi with the following report on the trade ai commerce of the Persian Gulf for 19 1 by Lieub.-Colonel C. A. Kembull, E Majesty’s Acting Consul-General for Fai Khuzistan, etc., dated Bushire, May 29 list:— The depression of trade noticed in la year’s report became more pronounced do ing the year under review owing to tl serious failure of the crops, and operations all the chief articles, both of import ai export, proved unremuneratlve, not to si ruinous, in some instances. But fortunate the thpely and abundant rains which ft at the close of the year materially improvt the prospects, and the splendid condition i the crops throughout Persia promises good harvest. There is thus every hoj of the trade assuming its normal propo tions in the ensuing year. It may, howeve be useful to point out that the Ion credit system, largely resorted to by some i the chief. British importing firms, constituti an unsatisfactory feature in the Persia trade owing to the absence of any hone: legal machinery for bringing the defaultin native customers to justice. The imports into Bushire, exclusive c specie, declined by £333,800, as compare with the previous year; while those int Llngah improved by about £244,400 due t large importation of pearls from the Ara coast. The exports from Bushire decline by £206,000 while those from Llngah recor an increase of £220,600, due also t the large exportation of pearls. The fallur of the crops was more marked tha in the previous year, resulting in tin importation of large quantities of food grai and flour from India. The highest poll reached in the sterling exchange was i November last, when the price was 59 krams per £1.The lowest was in the Januar preceding, when the lmparial Bank of Persi quoted 54| krans. The average for the thre years works out at 57£ krans. The hlghes rupee exchange was 397 krans per 10( rupees iu October last, and the lowest in tin January preceding— viz., 264J krans per 10( rupees. Transport has throughout the year beei maintained at a high level and at no timi has it been less than 80 krans per 1 U( maunds of 775ibs. This rate, too, could only be seeftred by agreeing to a delivery date of 50 days to Suiraz. The. dear prices of fodder combined with the transport of the material for the new telegraph line, have contributed to the maintenance of this high rate. As the year closes the rates are rapidly rising owing to an improvement in the Shiraz markets. Freights to London for the first three months of the year were fairly steady at about £ 1 , but during the date season, fell to 14s. owing to keen competitjon brought about by a third British line having commenced to run diree steamers to the Gulf. At the close of tha year the freights again recovered, owing to steamers of all the three lines having been diverted to India on their return voyage to load, and opportunities lor shipments having become infrequent. One hundred and thirty, eight steamers, with a tonnage of 155,392,entered the port of ’• Bushire, showing an increase of 26 steamers of. the tonnage of 25,119, as compared . with the previous year. Of the total number entered, 133 were British, with a ' tonnaee of 148,229, one Austro-Hungarian , of 1,280 tons, one Turkish of 1,613 tons, s and three Russian of 4,270 tons. The increase of 26 steamers over the previous , year is due to a third British line having appeared on the field. The number of steamers which cleared from Bushire was 121 k with a tonnage of 138,966, or an increase of ten steamers of 6,612 tons, which is all British. Of the total number cleared only ' four steamers of 5,883 tons belonged to other nationalities— viz., three Russian of 4.270 tons and one Turkish of 1,613 tons. 

THE GAPE GO MORIN HARBOUR. 
A JNAgercoil correspondent writes under date 13oh August;—For the first time in the annals of Cape Gomorin, a steamer anchored at the site of the proposedCapeComorin Har hour on Monday last for tekina a consign- ment of palmyra fibre exported by Messrs. Chisholm and Co, of Golachel; and the event was made the occasion of considerable rejoicing ing by the commercSl population of South Travancore. When the harbour question was mooted some time back many people shook their heads with a knowing look and almost ridiculed the idea oi the development of Comorin into a commercial port ; but, nothing daunted, Dewan Peishcar Kesava Pillay firmly set to work and has, be it said to his credit, succeeded in founding the nuclens of an excellent harbour at the Lands Ead of India. Considerable excitement prevailed in commercial circles when it was known the B.I.S.N. Co.'s steamer C/uika was expected to be in the roads on Monday morning. Large numbers of people of all dasses wended their way to the Cape to lave a glimpse of the first steamer calling it the proposed harbour, and by sunrise on donday the Leepuram beach presented uite an animated spectacle. The steamer ms sighted at 5 A. M and by half- ast six it was well nigh within a mile f the shore. Mr. P. Madhaven Pillay, the uperintendent of Customs, with a large ;aff of boatmen and coolies, was present to mder the necessary help to ship the cargo, hlch consisted of 40 tons of palmyra fibre id sundry other articles. Notwithstanding e absence of facilities for landing in the ape of pier or landing stage,it is gratifying note that the process went off withont a tch. The Chil/ca left Cape Comorin on are onday evening on her way to London vid the unbay, I axis 
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