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I understand:=-

MEMORANDA

(1) That by the refusal of the British Govern~-
ment to guarantee the 2% million loan (which is amply
secwed by the Customs) in§;::B the financial control
of the impecunious Persian Government has been allow-
ed to pass into the hands of Russia, at least until
1910.

(2) That Persia has agreed with Russia not to

grant any railway concession during the same period.

(3) That Belgian Customs House Officers (really
representatives of Russia) have been appointed through-
out Persia including Persian Gulf ports and even down
the frontier of Baluchistan at points where there are

no Customs to collect.

(4) That Russian doctors (with Cossack guards)
are interfering with British caravans on Persian
territory, namely in Sistan and the region betwsen
Sistan and Mashad. The Russian consul in Sistan and
the Consul-General in Mashad are also doing all in
their power by intrigue and otherwise to hinder

British trade being carried on by the Sistan route.

(5) That Russian emissaries are working to
prevent the development of British trade wia the Karun
river and Bakhtiarg country.

(6) That Russia is negotiating a new Commercial
Treaty to supersede the Treaty of Turgﬁanchai, which
provides for a 5 per cent. ad valorem duty on all im-
ports, and, seeking to have less than 5 per cent
charged on goods, she largely supplies to Persia,whilst
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suggesting that more than 5 per cent be levied on
other imports chiefly sent by the British Empire, for
example Russia proposes that the duty on tea be

raised from 5 per cent to 8 per cent.

The question is whether our Government cught
not to arrange their own Commercial Treaty with
Persia rather than submit to whatever Russia im-

poses on that country.

With regard to No.l, it appears certain that Persia
will require additional money from Russia very soon, and
that amongst other conditions imposed may be included a
concession for a railway (in extension of the line now
under construction by Russ}afj; 7;.rakm) W
Sistan and by some route to Bandar Abhas wi connecting
lines to Kirman, Ispahan, Teheran, Enzeli or Piflis. ¥For,

of course, the Russc-Persian Railway Agreement can be
modified at any time by mutual consent.

A so-called lease of Bandar Abbas will also probably

e insisted on.

The fact of wse Belgian Customs House Officers having
been already appointed throughout Fars and at Persian
Gulf ports, indicates that vigilance will have to be
exercised, lest the customs receipts of those ports be
met allocated as security for the next Russian loan to the

Persian Government.

When these projects were completed Russia would
dominate a large portion of Southern Afghanistan, including
the rich valley of the Helmund and also the western portion
of British Baluchistan.

By thus extending her claws around Afghanistan,
Russia would largely turn the flank of the mountainous
frontier of India and be in a position to attack through
Southern Afzhanistan and Baluchistan.

Our trading entrance into Persia from India would be
closed.
D
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Further the Persian Govermment in connection with
the next loan will probably be compelled by Russia to close
their account with the Imperial Bank of Persia and to con-

fine themselves to the Banque des Préts.

The Bandar Abbas Bay and Clarence Straits almost
enclosed by the three islands of Kishm, Larak, and Hormuz
has a deep water area, 30 miles by 13, and could be made

one of the strongest naval bases in the world.

Given this, Russia could attack us at any point around
our Indian coasts whilst drawing away our land forces to

meet possibly three or four expeditionary forces by land.

The Zil es Sultan strongly advised our earmarking
Bandar Abbas by constructing a road from Bandar Abtes via
Kirman and Yezd to Ispahan at once, to check Russian
advance southwards through Khorassan.

A strong ground for the construction of this road
arises also from the fact, that for a very considerable
distance it might be made along the line of the new tele-
graph which is to go from Kashan via Nain, Yezd, Kirman,
Regan, Bampur, and thence either by the Nushki route to

Quetta or by Panjgur to Kurrachee.

He said that now something could be done, but if we
delayed three, four or five years, all would be over.
Russie was quietly covering Persia like & great flood.

When arranging the road concession, we should also
have priority of right to construct a railway distinetly

recognised.

We should also build a railway and telegraph line
along the Sistan trade route to our Baluchistan frontier
without delay to enable us to maintain our rights in Sistan
and to facilitate our throwing a force on the flank of any
column advancing from Sistan into the Helmund valley or
into Baluchistan.

With regard to the Karun river andt%he Bakhtiari
trade route, I traversed this from Ispahan to Ahwaz
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by caravan in thirteen days and took two days down theﬁriver
to Mohammerah. It is therefore much the shortest and can
be made decidedly the cheapest route for British trade from
the south,

4

The Foreign Office and Indian Government would be
well advised to substantially subsidise this route, as if
Lynch's abandon it Russia will almost certainly occupy &and
work it. The judicious expenditure of, say, £100,000

on improving this road would ensure its success.

In my opinion the Foreign Office and Indian Govern-
ment should also subsidise the road which I have above
referred to from Bandar Abbas via Kirman and Yezd to
Ispahan.

Russian Agents were at both Mohammerah and Ahwaz and
proceeding by the Lynch road to Ispahan. The Russian
Consul General at Ispahan, Prince de Bija, was also visit-
ing Persian merchants along with Russian traders and
promising them Russian protection if they buy Russian
goods. He had also recently been to the Ba.khtiarl: Chiefs
and informed them that the only fault Russia had to find
with them was their too great friendliness to England and
that it was to Russia they should look.

I was informed that some of the Belgian Customs
officials are treating British Traders at Persian Gulf

ports in the most dictatorial and offensive manner.

Tpe domination by Russia of Southern Persia and
especially the possessicn of a naval base on the Persian
Gulf connected directly with the Russian Empire by a
system of railways would entail an increased expenditure
for the defence of India by land and sea of many millions
a year. It would necessitate provably doubling the
British garrison and leave us without the necessary forces
for the defence of the other parts of our Empire.
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Tax O 1o Hominy GazereS

LAHORE, SEPTEMBRE 8, 1899.

A EUPHRATES VALLEY RAIL-
2 . WAY.

There has been more than one scheme
mooted of late to bring India nearer to
Europe by the overland route, and of these
the latest, and perhaps the most feasible,
is a plan to congect Constantinople with
the Persian Gulf a line running through
the Euphrates Val There is a line in
existence already belonging to (he Ana-
tolian railway, which connects Constanti-
nople with Koniab, an important town in
Asia Minor, and a British syadicate is
at present negotiating with the Sublime
Porte to be allowed to continue this line
to Koweit, a port on the Persian Gulf.
An essential part of the scheme is that
there should also be a short branch line
from Aleppo to Alexandretta, a port in
the Levant, thus giving the grain trade
of the Euphrates Valley an outlet on the
Mediterrancan, The advantages claimed
for the scheme are, firstly, that by cutting
straight across Asia’ Minor and Persia,
and obwiating the passage through the Red
Sea, it would bring India five days nearer
to Europe ; and secondly, the Provinces of
Baghdad and Bussorah whose trade would
be tapped, are said by competent authori-
ties to be two of the most fertile districts
in the world, far exceeding in possibilities
the Delta of the Nils, and having an
area seven times as great. As an illustra-
tion of the extraordinary fertility of the
fland in the alluvial districts of the En-
phrates Valley, three crops can be grown

early. In addition to this it has long
ibeen” the object of English statesmen to
-consolidate the position of England in the
Persian Gulf, where British interests, both

political and commercial, are now para-
mount, and recent events have displayed
us in a position of considerable rivalry
to Russia in those parts. Such a line as
this, financed by British capital, would
bring under British control two important
ports, one on the Mediterranean and the
other on the Persian Gulf, would afford
England a powerful means of exercising
her influence over the large territory of
Central Persia, and of establishing new
trade relations over an’ enormous area of
unexploited country of exceptional wealth,
and would thus stréngthen British influ-
ence in Turkey and in the Persian Gulf,
and indirectly in Persia and Afghanistan.
Another coosideration of considerable im-
portance in view of the partial return of
famiae with which we were threatened this
years is that the line would bring a great
grain producing tract in direct communica-
tion with Karachi.

It appears, however, that there is con-
siderable opposition to this project, not
on the part of Russia, whoss ambitions
are still largely directed to exploiting
Northern Persia and obtaining a port on
the Persian Gulf with a railway connec-
tion, but on the part of Germany. Itis
well-known what streatous efforts the Em-
peror William has been' making to push the
trade of Germany in‘Turkey, and he has
now extended his attention to Asia Minor,
a country of which Moltke once express-
ed the hope that “one day it would
come under the shadow of the German
Eagle” [he Anatolian railway belongs
to a German company, the Deutsche Bank,
which obtained the concession on the
conditions, firstly, that they should con-
struct, within eight years from 1893, a line
from Angora to Kaisariah, a northern
branch of the same scheme, and secondly,
that the Ottoman Government should
have the right to call on the Company to
extend the line from Kaisariah to Baghdad.
‘Within the six years which have since
elapsed, the Company have not laid a
single kilometre of the llne from Angora
to Kaisariah, nor even made the necessary
surveys ; they have, moreover, discovered
that thc line from Kaisariah to Baghdad
lies through difficult country, while the
greater part of the vilayets through which
it would pass do not yield sufficient
revenues to cover the Turkish Govern-
ment guarantee. They, therefore, display="
ed no desire to act up to their engagements,
and caused considerable indignation in
Turkish Government circles. In spite of
this, however, so soon as they discovered
that an English Company had put in a
tender on more favourable terms than
themselves for an alternative line from
Koniah to the Persian Gulf, they put
forward a moral ciaim of preference for
any concession that might be granted for
a line to Baghdad and the Persian Gulf,
and backed it up by diplomatic represen-
tations.

The position at present is that the
| English scheme is very much further for-
ward than the German ; it was proposed
six months ago and has received the
approval of all the requisite Turkish
Departments up to the final ratification
by the Sultan, while the German scheme
is still in its initial stage. But, on the
other hand, the Germans are able to rely
on the strong diplomatic pressure of their
Government, while British merchants all
over the world complain that they are
left to fight entirely for their own hand,
and that now-a-days it is a positive dis-

advantage to be a British subject. The
present time is one of battles for railway
concessions throughouf ~ Asis, and up to
the present we have: donenone too well
when we have come in contact with
Russia and Germany in China and else-
where. It is to be hoped that on the
pre ent occasion that exparience will be
reversed. The strategic features of the
case are by no means its least important
aspect. At the present moment our interest
is paramount in Soutlern Persia, ao
Russia’s in Northern Persia ; Central Persia
still remains to be allotted, and is a rich
prize for the victor in the struggle of
commercial rivalry. If we wish to secure
this region for our trade, and at the same
time prevent the trade of Asia Minor
from being totally annexed by Germany,
it is necessary that we should be up and
doing. No step that we could take would
be so cfficacious in securing both our
commercial and strategic position as to
run a railway through the heart of the
country. It would, moreover, be a decided
political and military advantage to bring
India within eight days of London, while
it would be posssible to run a line along
the Persian Gulf and through Mekran or not
according as our strategists thought wise
Not India alone will watch with interest
to secif the English Company obtain the
Sultan’s signature to their tender, or
whether British interests are to be subor-

dinated to those of another country in yet
another part of Asia,
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TE, FRIDAY, SEPTEWBER 8 1899,

ind it a help in shooting to have the tip of
he foresight painted red. It is a question of
sptics which should b determined individually.

Rifles are 5o etimes uccused of throwing
o the right or lefc when it is the fault of the
irer and not of the weapon, If the rifle is
uclined over to one side, it will throw to that
side and low. Itis not so easy to tell
whether a rook rifle is upright as it is in
he case of a large rifle when, for long dis-
ances; at any rate, a long metal backsight
s provided which is easy to see when not
serp ndicular. Even with a rook rifle, how-
wer, a little care will nake this fault to be
letecied. If a rifle throws 1 ersistently to one
ide, you should ask someone to watch while

is being fired, and to tell you if it was
uclived to one side. Theie are many other

he “ Q ackenbush,” an American rifle, ‘22
alibre, is wonderfully accurate.  Its
ullet, however, is not to be relied on, perhaps
t ravges over 5> yards if there is any wind.
tis very cheap, costing only Rs. 35

There is a miniaire Martini Henry rifle
shich is a_good weapon. lis calibre is
297—"230. 1he '22 Winchester is beautifully
courae, and is a most execllent rifle.

Rifles which take ‘230 cartridges are con-
enient, a3 this is the Government Morris tube
ore.

It is :dvisable to gt a rifle with awvell
mon tore, as otherwise there is difficalty in
fetting ammunition for it.

MURREE.
(From cur Own Corresfondent).
Murgse, Sept, 6.

On Thursday, the 31st, a gymkhana was
held on the Murree depit groud, a pleasant
innovation, as they have s5 far been held at
Gharial, which s really too far to be con-
vevient. The increased attendance showed
the popularity of the change, and we now
hope that many more entertainments will take
place on_this ground, where the public can
come without a_tedious and tiresome ride, or
worse still, journey in a dandy. The officers
of the Rifle Brigade were “At Hone,” and
their band played delightfully all the after-
noon. There were a large number cf entries
for each of the five events, and much interest
was shown by the spectators. The l:dies did
not prove good catchers, in the fourth race,
when their partners hed to gallop past tnd
throw a tennis ball for them to catch. This
was won by Miss Deane who managed to catch
her ball twice out of the three ruus. It was
very interesting to note how cleverly those
meu who are known as good horsemen,
Major Younghusband in particular, turned in
their saddles and threw low behind them, while
the more reckless, inexperienced horsemen
threw wild; in the air, many yards both
#bove and beyond their fair partners, Great

excitement prevailed over the B aclava
Melée, which was eventually won by a team

of the Rifle Brigade.

The next night, Kriday, the 13t, the second
subscription dance of the season came off,
and was voted by everyone to be one of the
pleasautest yet held in Murree. There were
about 150 jeople present, nearly all dancers,
and though the room was never crowded yet
it was well-filled, most people dancing every

dauce. The string band of the Rifle B
was responsible for the music, and they played

in excellent time, a well chosen programme |.

of pretty music.

Among those present were Geaeral and Mre,
MacCall who brought a party.

The refreshments were first-class, and t'e
decorations well repaid the labour spent cn
them by the energetic Committee ard the
ladies who assisted them.

On Saturday afternoon a cricket-match at
Gharial and several croquet-parties kept every-
one in the fresh ai The weather is so_perfect
now that one feels it isa shame to be indoors
more thau is absolutely necessary.

On Tuesday, the sth, a Variety entertain-
ment was held iu the Assembly Rooms, the
proceeds to be given  to the ““ Soidiers’ Home.”
It was originated by Lady Palmer fand man-
aged by Major de Courcy Hamilton. We
were disappoiuted in not hearing some of
our best songsters, bul fresh talent had been
imported from the Gullies and elsewhere,
[For the best item in the fir-t half was Colonel
Bourke's dancing of the bornpipe. Lressed
asa Jack Tar he danced with much spirit and
met with enthusiastic applause. His playioy
of the bones was also much appreciated.
Mr. O'Brien, who sang Lohrs “ Margarita "
has a very prelty tenor voice, aud sang with
much feeliog. - Mrs Walker, in a pretty
Jap nese costume, sang “ The Giesha's Life,"
very correctly and clearly, ending with a little
dance. Major Hamilton sang “ The Liule
Nipper” in true coster style, haviog first ex-
plained that Iis very correct e.eving clothes
were in the latest coster fashion. fle was
loudly encored and, gave us “ The Nasty
Way ‘e Sez It” A 'song from Mrs. Young,
accompanied by her daughters o1 the piano
and violin, concluded the first hilf,

Thenfeame a * Shadow Pantomime ” which
was really excellent and most amusiog. The
names of the performers were omitied from
the programme, and there was a god deal of
speculation as to who were the owners of the
black figures, but I think we all recognised
Mrs, Faue and Major Hamilton.

The play went brightly and evoked much
laughter. ~ Mrs. Fane was particularly good,
securing the honours of the piece.

he house was well filled and the proceeds

Ge
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¢
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(FROM OUR OWN COR RESPONDENTS)
ROUGH PASSAGE FOR WALERS,

(By Telegram.)
Pooxa, Sept. 7.
‘The steamer Darius which has had, very
rough passage from Australia, and has just
touched at Madrss, has several race horses on
board,  Among others the Cup horses Talavera
d Vigorous for the Patiala stable, by e
suffered considers bly, Talavera still being bad
with strangles, The Cup horse Forrest for
Jodhpore is reported as having got over his
passage very well. £

THE JOHN CUP.

‘The secoud of the semi-finals for the Joha
Football Challenge Cup was played oo the
4th istant between “ Manor House " and * Fair
Oaks* and resulted in a victory for “ Manor
House " by 5 goals to 1.

The final for the Cup now lies between
“ Manor House " and ** Oak Grove " an
off on St, Fidelis’ ground on Saturd;
at 4 p. m.

KHYBER RIFLE MEETING.

Sept. 3.

The Kbyber Rifle Meeting comm-nced yes-
terday moroing, starting with Maches 1 and
2 and 6 and 1o, The follbwing are the
seores i— -

Indwidual. British N-C. Os aud Men.

Match 1.—Seven rounds at 200 yards. Prizes:
Rs. 5. Rs. 3, R~ 2, Re. 1.

Points.
Sergeant Tucker, R E.
Guonr Griffiths, 1 M. 1.
Corporal Brene, .
Sergesnt Freshwater, R,

13,
Match 2. —Seven rounds at 500 yards. Prizes,
Rs. 5, Rs. 3, Rs, 2. Re. 1,

Championship prize for best aggregats in
Matches 1 and 2 Rs. 10

to be handed to the ** Soldiers' [{ome " ought
to be substantial,

Corporal Breana®, 1 M. B R A
oer Reey #

L BR A
Sergeant Tucker, R. E.
Guan ¢ Booth, 1 M. B R, A
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Fmperial Consulate General of Persia,

. ALBERT MANSIONS,
A $ 724
il A Tk STREET
4 oo Fo g TR A

:,/ ﬁSTMINSTER,
—

* "LONDON, S.W.

(Close to Victoria Station.)

26th April,1901, &’

His Excellency,
Lord Curzon of Kedleston,
Viceroy,
SINKLA,

INDIA.

My dear Excellency, /
I enclose you herewith copy of a Paper on

Persia read at the Royal Statistical Society this week, which

will probably interest you. At the discussion which took

place after the reading of the Paper reference was made by
more than one speaker to the new Mushki Route vie Quetta,

I am,
My dear Excellency,

Yours sinoor?;!_

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003¢



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003c#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qat;r th:::;l Library . . . .
Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia

[28v] (60/255)

¢ 1o gnibset ady 19318 sonlq

¥J2 900 uan? eom

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Unknown
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003d



http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003d#share?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[29r] (61/255)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003e



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar Nattona Lo
’ Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[29v] (62/255)
Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain 62

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003f



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00003f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[30r] (63/255)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000040



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000040?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar Nattona Lo
’ Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[30v] (64/255)
Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain 64

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000041



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000041?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[31r] (65/255)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000042



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000042?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar Nattona Lo
’ Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[31v] (66/255)
Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain 66

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000043



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000043?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sikaoll o s
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[32r] (67/255)

P

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000044



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000044?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar Nattona Lo
’ Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[32v] (68/255)
Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain 68

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000045



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000045?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library : . . .
Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia

[33r] (69/255)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000046



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000046?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

dilagll s 4iSa
Qatar National Library : . . .
Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia

[33v] (70/255)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000047



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000047?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sikaoll o s
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[34r] (71/255)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000048



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000048?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[34v] (72/255)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000049



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000049?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sikaoll o s
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[35r] (73/255)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004a



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qamglﬁﬁry
Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[35v] (74/255)
Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain 74

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004b



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[36r] (75/255)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004c



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004c?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[36v] (76/255)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004d



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004d?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sikaoll o s
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[37r] (77/255)

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004e



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qatar Nattona Lo
’ Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[37v] (78/255)
Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain 78

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004f



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x00004f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Qotar KationalLir

atar National Librar:

’ Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[38r] (79/255)

S 3hglyﬁ1‘1m,£3 £ B
v f”’f:wwhtxﬁm!«uq,&“;ib4_

{,

>
* A
7

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000050



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000050?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[38v] (80/255)

or: T2 EE N — I /\ 20

TETSEFE

T

op
"
oy
ey
14
it
%
-
é

H

Gy et R T T

e
y

/

Reference: Mss Eur F111/353. Copyright for this page: Public Domain

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000051


http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100089356797.0x000051?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

duilngll Jadi i<
Qatar National Library

Miscellaneous Correspondence, Notes, and Newspaper Cuttings Relating to Persia
[39r] (81/255)

5‘5@3
Persia and Mesopotamia.
Beech Hurst,
Lingfield.
13th August 1903.

I am anxious to bring before the R. G. S§. for
consideration during the next session, the claims of the
countries adjoining our Indian territory, which may be con-
sidered as coming under the sphere of influence of our Oriental
Empire.

They include Persia and the Valley of the Euphrates,
with the area known as Mesopotamia. These territcries are
bound together in close connection, as being of immense
importance to us commercially, and they may not be considered
fzopraphically apart, if we remember the civilizing influence -
we must exert in the neighbourhood of the Persian Gulf,

I do not know what recent information regarding them
the R.G.S. may possess, but I have no hesitation in sa&ing that
in Modern Atlases they have been negleotod! in comparison with
other countries in Asia.

Might not some text-book describing their areas
topographically be produced, with the authority of the R.G.S;
this would lead to their cartography receiving attention.

Sir Thos. Holdich is so great an authority on such

can be taken, but I would venture to impress upon the Soclety
the importance of dealing, as soon as possible, '1tﬂj;hbjoot.
Yours singerely
Sd. E.J.Chapman.

J. Scot Keltie BEsq.,
Secretary R.G.S.
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Note by the President

on

the work suggzested by General Chapman.

General Chapman's desire for a good account of the
English comnection with the Persian Gulf, Mesopotamia, and
souther; and eastern Persia deserves consideration. Certainly !1
the spread of a more complete knowledge of the story of our
work in Mesopotamia and the Persian Culf is very desirabls.
The materials are scattersd and are to a large extent official.

The history of the flow of commerce up and down the
Persian Gulf and the Mesopotamian rivers, including the voyage
of Yearchus, the great schemes of Alexander, Trajan and Julian,

and the trade of the Arabs from the 8th century, ie of the

deepest interest. Then followed Portuguese ascendancy, our
sea fights with the Portugal. until the fall of Ormuz, the
sharing of. trade b:—:t/;‘;u;x tv.;m Dui:‘n and Engiish:with' thcir
fagtories at Gombrun, and the rise of the maritime Arab power
at Muscat.

A1l this would form & most interceting introduction
to the story of British ascendancy brought down to the pi-e-ent
day. The commencement of that ascandancy dates from the first
treaty between the Ruler of Oman and the Rast India Company in
1798, Full details of our relations with these Oman Sovereigns
will be found in the reports of the Zanzibar Commission, and in

Mr. B er's History of Oman (1858) and his translation of the ‘
e = 5 B e it T i S———— o {
History of the Sezzids of Oman printed for the Hiklvyl Society

in 1871.

The great pirate tribe of the Persian Gulf, called
Juwasimi, belonged to the Wahabi sect and became more powerful
than the Oman Rulers between 1798 and 1806, They even had the i

audacity to attack British men of war in their boats. It
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3.@

became impossible for any peaceful trader to enter the gulf.

In 1810 Sir Lionel Smith proceeded, with a land forece,
to root out their strongholds. In 1819 a second expedition
went to the Persian Gulf under Ceneral Sir William Grant. In

1820 there was a disaster, the Juwasimis surprising and killing
b 3

E
regret- seven of our officers and three hundred and three of our men.
- table - e -
incident.Tn the Pollowing vear Sir Liomel Smith went with 3000 men and s

completely subdued the pirates, taking all their strongholds.
Accounts of these operations will be found in the volumes of
Bombey selections - especially vol., XXIV.

British ascendancy dates from 1822, After the
destruction of the pirates it became necessary for the English
to maintain a naval force in the Persian Gulf, and to adopt a
gettled and continuous poliey.

British influence in the Persian Gulf has been

exercised: -

e . 3
. s

1. To x'sunprs'ss plracy,
2, To supply surveys and sailing directions.

3. To encourage and extend commerge.
4. To maintain the status guo of the chiefs.

$. Te root out the slave trade.

6. To exclude foreign influencs.

A work on the subject ought:to show, in detail, how
these objects have been maintained, and to produce a conviction
that thers should be comtinuity of purpese with regard to them.

But if such a work is to receive support from our

Soctety, : ' have a geograpnical basis, and it should tell

the story of our surveys: work which would throw lustre on

. sho

any service, and which was commenced as long ago as 1820,
Captains Guy and Bruchs trained a splendid staff of

younger surveyors during the ten years from 1820 to 1830,

Among them were Haines, Kempthorne, Cogan, Whitelock, Lyneh,
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4. Gé)

and Haughton who constructed the charts. The sailing

directions by Captain Bruchs are in the Bombay Selections

No, 24 p.47. Kempthornme's notes on the voyage of Nearchus
See also fure in our Journal v. p.263: and papers by Whitelock

Wallsted'
Journey describing the islands at the sntrance of the Gulf, a journey
into Oman

R.Ge8.J. to Oman, and giving an account of the Arabs on the pirate
VII -102. ;
= Kcoaat will be found in our Journel VITI p.170, and in that
In 1838 the *
Editor of bf our daughter Society at Bombay I p.294. The geographical
our Jour=-
nal express-memoranda of Mr Rich, the Political Resident of the time,
ed regret
that no are in M.S. at the India Office, having been presented by
complete
account of [ir Claud Erskine.
the Per-
sian Culf In 1835 our geographical and surveying work in
Survey had
been pub- ’Mesopotamia was commsnced, and was continuous during 20 years.
lished.

lIt is a grand story which has never been popularly told.
Our gold medallist, Colonel Chesney, gave a general account

of the labours and proceedings of the Buphrates expedition in

our Journal VIII p.41l; from 1835 to 1837.  Chesney was

succeeded by Captain H,.B.Lynch until 1843, when Captain Felix
Jones succeeded him, That officer's admirable labours are

recorded in our Journal XVIIT p.l, in that of Bombay VI.169,
and in the Bombay Selections vol XLIII No.5. He was an

excellent draughteman, Captain Felix Jones became Political
Agent at Bushire in 1855, During the war with Persia in
1856-57 he drew up valuable itinsraries and notes for the

commissariat department, now among the Political and Secret

Records of the India Office. His beautiful map of Mesopotamia
er been published.” He was latterly a valued member

of our Counecil. He was succeeded in Mesopotamia by Captainm
::;VC“ Hoabeo 2 Selby, and Captain Bewsher who gave us an account of the

ancient canmals. R.G.S.J. XXXVII 160.

- g A revision of the Persian Gulf Survey was undertaken
in 1857 to 1865, and entrusted to Captains Constable and
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Stiffe. An account of it will be fcund in the R.C.S.J.

XXX - XLI, and Bowbay G.S.J. ¥II p.98. lNr ChapBap

surveyed Bahrein in 1872, and the Mehran coast was surveyed

by Captain Stiffe in 1873. The Admiralty published the

*Persian Culf Pilot."

We have had a paper on the Persian Gulf as an area

of Trade by Sir H. Pelly in the Proceedings ¥TTT 18, papers

on the Karun by ¥Mr Lynch, lLord Curzon and Colonel Sawyer;
on Bahrein by Mr Bent; on Ormuz &c. by Captain S8tiffe; and
most veluable communications on Kerman from Colonel Sykes,
as well as on Seistan and Beluchistan. The labours of
Sir Prederic Goldsmid, Colonels Stewart and Champain, Sir
0. St. John, lr Blanford and others in socuthern Persia also
belong to the story of the gulf and its shores. :

The materiale I have glanced at, indicate what I
toink should be the scope of the work. If it is to receive

o ST SR G R i
support from the Society it must have a geograpnical basls,

and must treat the various subject. from a geographical stand
point, Tt should embrace the Persian frontisrs on the sides
of the Persianiculf,(gf Seiatang)and of Beluchistan on the
east, and of Megopotamia on tne/weat gide. The hictorio- of
tribes, of towns and settlements, political and commercial,
should be traced out, and, as regards the Persian culf, our
policy should always be kept in view. Special attention
should be given to Kowait and to the Karum basin.

Such & wqu, if well plenned and executed, would be
S of tmmense value at the present time. I am of opimion that,
if & well considered plan for it was submitted to the Couneil
by a competent author, that it would be proper for the Society
to give the undertaking special encouragement in such form
as may be considered advisable.

Tor an author Mr., Hogarth has been mentiomed. Mr.

Foster of the India Office would also be & competent author
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with the advantage of having much otherwise inaccessible
material witnin his reaci. The work certainly could not
well be written without his help and advice. Captain
Stiffe's assistance would be essential as regards the
Persian Gulf. In each section of tne work the very latest
information should be given and tne requirements of the 4
future ghould be indicated clearly and forcibly Trom the
lessons of histery. If the work is treated in the way I
have suggested I taink that it would be within tne scope of
our objects.

Clements R. Markham.

Oct. 1903

BRITISH
Avydan
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General Chapman's Proposals.

To carry out Ceneral Chapman's views fully, a work
as comprenensive as Lhat suggested by Q; Pregident would run
him into two if not three volumes. I think that the Persian
Gulf and Persian section might 1n§lude all that part of
Beluchistan subject to that occupation; leavingA'Pathan'
— Reluchistan to be essocisted with Afchanistan. The countries o~
east of India would certsinly reguire another volume,.

In recard to the story of ancient trade in the Gulf,
I think the Phoenicisn occupation of the Bahrein islands and
their expansion to the Mediterranean is of great interest -
also the expansion of the Himyavilic Arabs eastward through
Makran to the Indian fromtier. It was the beginning of the
Arab trade supremacy in the eastern world.

For early history of Arab trads I regard Vincent— 2
and his voyage Of'Wearkhos as the best authorities and in
medineval times ®lliotit's Mistory of India, Chap.Y, but both
want revising by the light of modern ressarcuss connected
with the Survey Department of Iandia. (See also Mokler's
pamphlets). _

I agreoe wita the President that official connection
with the India Office is important for the success of the
work. All the modern Geography of tiose regions is in the
hande of the Indian Survey officials and can only be reached
through the India Office. Since Stiffe and Girdlestone
finighed tne nautical survey of ilhe Persian Gulf a great part
" of Pereia, inoluding tus Kiorasan province, parts of Western o
Peresia and the Soutlisrn coest have been surveyed geographically
Reluchistan (including ‘akran) hae been completed topographic-
211y, and Afghanistan hss more tunen two thirde of its area
mapped. Triangulation has recently been carried from Kirman

to Bandai Abbas and now extends across the Gulf. Five or
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6o
=
GO
&6
8.
six native Surveyors have been continuously employed on
Survey duty and some excellent have been run by

the officials of the telegraph department. The most complete
map at present published is that which was compiled in my
office in 1896-98, but there has accumulated a good deal of
I information since then which can only be obtained from the

Indian Survey Office, Calcutta.

The following pamphlste written and published when

I was emploved in the Persian Gulf and in Makran may be of
use.

Ethnographic and Higtorical nctes on Makran -

Calcutta - 1892.

Wotes on the Antiquities, Bthnography and History of
Makran - Calcutta 1914.

'Kalad' (by Tali) - Calcutta 1896.

s Reports on Survey operations in Makran and Beluchistan
1892 - 93 - Calcutta. ’ -
Harbones and routes in Makran - Calcutta 1892.

Reconnaissance from Karachi to Kharan - 1892 Calcutta.

'Census of India' 1901. Beluchistan. Bombay - 1902.

Some of the native surveyors reports - particularly
those of Tusaf Sharif and Sheikh Mohindin would be useful. 3

Butcher's traverse tarough Southern Persia is also
good.

For trade statisties, which are after all of primary
importange. the Ferseign office publications - diplomatic and
Consular reports are the best authority - I have alsc a great
number of private notes correspondencs &c., relating to the

whole borderland of India which have never yet heen utilized.
Sgd. Thos. loldich.

N.B. The present maps of Mesopotamia are quite out of date.

Nothing has been done since Chesney's time.
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: & (55)

CONSTANTINOPLE.
March 25th,I1902

My Lord,
I spoke to the Grand Vizier this afternoon abgut
Kowelt in obedience to the instructions contained in Y.Lé
tel: No: 54 of yesterday. :
s ‘I reminded H.H. of the understans(-
ing that had been come to between H.M.G. & the Sublime
Porte for the maintenance of the steatus quo,of the strict
& loyal mamner in which H.M.G. had on their part observed
‘ nt & Tight to- expect & ovcn to
d-mam that the Ottomen Goverrment would on” thoir sidc be
equally loyal & sincere .
Instead of this , they had not I said coascc}‘n
> one way or another o' continually harrases & molest the
gheikh with & view to diminish his prestige or encroad4.
upon his territories , thus creating a series of irrltatig
discussions between H,M.G. & the Sublime Porte which I was
confident it was not H.H/§ wish to encourage.
I felt it was unnecessary , I added, to explain
to H.H, how vastly our commerciel interests in the
Gulf ‘exceeded those of all cther foreign powers & what
& debt wes due to England for the way in which she had in
the past maimtained peace & comparatiue tranquillity in
those waters & undertaken the heavy & responsible task of
a maritime police. We had A® aggresive intentions ageingt
Turkey , our traditional policy in the Gulf as
elsewhere
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elsewhere wes to open the road to the trade of the world
but we had interests ¢f a high & importent order , both
political & commercial , to protoct{& we were bound to se
that the Sheikh should not be attacked or molested & we
we were prepared at the same time to underteke that he
does not give the Ottoman Government any Just cause of
complaint, I went on to say that I thought the Gd. Vizr,
would be well advised in doing all in his power to’ 3
remove the grounds of complaint on the part of H.M.G.
in insigting upon the stetus quo not being disturbed in
any wey as had unIortumately been the case by the
advance oI Turkish troops 10 places where the Sheikh
appears to have exercised euthority or where the Ottoman
Govornmont certainly exercised none whatever . gL
H.H. listened with amtention & sald that in the main
he agreed with my romrks & congidered that the agreement
w1th H.M.G. snould be faithfully observed ., There was an
idea thet we intended tomm% Gulf -
for the Bagdad Railwey bu‘o if this were not so & they
could as I had told the M.F.A. count upon our support ,
under certain conditions, in ‘extending the rallway even
to Kowelit , he was distinctly of opinion that the interest
of the Turkish Govt. wes to abide by the agreement &
cease all efforts o disturb the existing order of things
He would consult with some oI his coll-eagues on the
ma‘btor boi’ore submitting a report to H.I.M. &he hoped to
be eble to speak to me again on the subjoc‘t. within a few
question I was bbliged to avoid
possible equal

days. In discussing the
any reference to the question of the

pation of British capital in the construction of

partici
avoid using the argunb

the Bagdad line & consequently 1o
arguments arising from such participa’nion.

The -Sulten has as far 88 1 know no knowledge

lwey an Internationd

nsibility on the

of the negotiations for meking the ral

concern & he has alweys ghown great se
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— Sy

Subject & introduced into the concession a clause ( Art 8)
forbidding the transfer of the Reilvwey to any other co.
Were I to mention the subject in such a way as to make it
incumbent on the Gd. Vizr, to report the matter to the
Sulten it might be fatal to the negotiations between the
British & Germen groups for eqiel participation , besides
g etting the Germans into more serious difficulties,
I could only say that perhaps Britis h Capitalists ~
would subscribe towards the construction > but even upon
this the cd Vizr, took me up at once & said it would not
be advisable to mention thig phase of the question to
H.I.M. & that he would consider my allusion to the
subject as private & confidential,

Ihave etc;

(sd)
R . N.R.OConor,
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de la Russie, mais que la réalisation de ces désirs est

tres douteuse.
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10 REVUE FRANCO-PERSANE

leur temps en sorte qu’ils n’ont pas le loisir d’étudier
le marché de la place ou ils résident. Ils font tres
rarement des tournées dans la contrée (celle accom-
plie I'année passée par le consul d’Isfahan dans le Sud
constitue une exception unique) et par suite beaucoup
de faits trés importants leur échappent.

« Les Anglais, eux, ont des agents commerciaux.
Ce sont pour la plupart des représentants de grandes
maisons de commerce qui possedent des succursales
dans tous les centres les plus importants du pays.
Quant aux négociants russes, on ne peut attendre
d’eux qu’ils rendent des services analogues a leur
pays, étant donné leur inertie innée, leur développe-
ment inférieur, leur moins grande envergure et
I’absence de garanties nécessaires. Notre commerce
en Perse n'est pas encore suffisamment enraciné, il
faut, a cet effet, préparer le terrain et c’est au gou-
yvernement qu’incombe ce devoir.

«Il est facile d’indiquer une série d’autres mesures
servant a consolider influence russe en Perse. Or, il
est absolument nécessaire de la consolider, car la
Perse méridionale est menacée d’'un grand danger.

« A T’Ouest, ¢’est 'Allemagne qui la presse; a I'Est,
c’est ’Angleterre. Nous ne pouvons admettre qu’apres
T’Asie Mineure, la Perse soit partagée entre les
Anglais et les Allemands. »

Les Novoie Vremia exagérent un peu la situation.
Si nous nous en rapportons aux articles publiés en ces
derniers temps par la presse allemande, il semblerait
au contraire qu’il ne serait pas désagréable a Berlin
que la Russie affirmat son action en Perse par des
actes formels. Est-il bien sar, d’autre part, que si la
France pouvait trouver sur le marché persan un
débouché facile pour les produits deson commerce et
de son industrie — et a cet effet I'intervention sympa-
thique de la Russie lui pourrait étre d’un concours
inappréciable — est-il bien certain, disons-nous, que si

la France pouvait trouver en Perse la juste rémuné-
ration de ses efforts, elle ne s’empresserait pas de
fournir a son alliée les moyens d’action dont elle
dispose pour laider a accomplir son ceuvre civilisa-
trice en Asie?

LA PERSE A L'EXPOSITION

Le pavillon de la Perse s’éleve dans la rue des
Nations, entre le pavillon du Pérou et celui du Grand-
Duché de Luxembourg.

Construit d’apres les plans de M. Mériat, architecte,
il est la reproduction exacte du palais de Medresseye-
Maderschachi, qui fait a Ispahan I’admiration des
voyageurs.

Les murs extérieurs du pavillon sont revétus de
riches céramiques fabriquées a Paris. A droite et a
gauche de la porte d’honneur, haute de quatorze
metres, qui s’ouvre sur une petite place trés gracieuse,
sont placés deux larges panneaux en céramique
représentant, en un dessin élégant ou les couleurs
sont d’une harmonie trés douce, deux archers de
I’ancienne Perse. Au-dessus de la porte, encadrée par
deux faisceaux de drapeaux, se détache la couronne
impériale soulignée par cette inseription en langue
persane : « Es soultané Mozaffer ed Din Schah
Kadjar ».

LE GENERAL KITABGI KHAN

Le commissaire général du pavillon de la Perse est
le général Kitabgi Khan, homme aimable et d’une tres
grande distinction, qui parle avec aisance le francais.
Le général Kitabgi Khan a conduit trés habilement
Iinstallation du pavillon ; il était secondé par ses fils :
MM. Vincent et Edouard Kitabgi et par M. E. Henri.

La direction de la section a été confiée a un Persan
treés érudit, le cheick Mohammed Hassou.

LE SALON D’HONNEUR

En pénétrant dans le salon d’honneur, on s’arréte
ébloui par les merveilles que l'on a sous les yeux.
Toutes les piéces les plus rares, les plus belles, les
plus riches, ont été exposées dans ce salon. On se
croirait transporté en un pays de réve. Au surplus,
deux grands vitraux, laissant passer une lumiére
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indécise et mystérieuse, ajoutent encore a la beauté
du tableau.

Lorsque le schah de Perse visitera I'Exposition
universelle — il sera & Paris vers le 27 ou 28 juillet
— il recevra ses invités dans ce salon d’honneur.
Aussi, & son intention, y a-t-on élevé un divan impé-
rial vraiment digne du souverain & qui il est
destiné.

Le divan lui-méme et les coussins sont recouverts
de tapis de velours de soie frangés de broderies d’or.
Une couronne impériale, en or, agrémentée de pierres
précieuses, surmonte le divan et, de cette couronne,

retombent en plis harmonieux des draperies qui mou-
tonnent, soyeuses, sur les degrés du divan.

Derriere ce dernier, plaqué a plat, se trouve un
drap d’or, dit de « piere » avec les deux lions symbo-
liques.

Sur I'un des vitraux, sont écrits des vers, du poste
persan Zaka el Molk, dont voici la traduction :

« Le gouvernement de S. M. I. le Schah fit élever
ce pavillon en I'honneur de I'Exposition universelle
de 1900. Au milieu de tous les palais qu’elle renferme,
il rappellera lart des sitcles disparus en méme
temps qu’il attestera les progres de I'époque présente.

LE PALAIS DE LA PERSE

Le monde entier est frappé d’admiration devant
Teuvre gigantesque, & laquelle la France, par un
acte d’hospitalité trés gracieuse, a convié toutes les
nations. Si le pavillon persan n'expose qu'une petite
partie des produits de la Perse, il renferme, en lui,
un trésor précieux : ce sont les veux ardents qu'elle
forme pour la prospérité et pour la gloire de la
France. Le poéte Zaka el Molk a ét¢ heureux d’écrire
ces vers & Téhéran et de les chanter en Uhonneur de
cette belle ville de Paris, terre nourricicre de toutes
les sciences et de tous les arts. »

Voyons, maintenant, les curiosités, ceuvres d’art et
antiquités contenues dans le salon d’honneur.

Tout d’abord, mentionnons spécialement un pavillon
sacré, religieusement conservé, et que peu de visiteurs
pourront admirer, roulé, qu’il est, dans une housse,
A Labri de la poussiere. (Vest un chant de gloire écrit
par le célebre calligraphe Yagoud, qui fut secrétaire
de Motta Riza, vénéré encore de nos jours a Kho-
rassan.

Yagoud a composé six poéemes quil a écrits de sa
main, en vert, en bleu et en rouge, sur des pieces de
soie et dont ses compatriotes ne veulent pas se
séparer. On concoit parfaitement le prix que les
Persans attachent a ces feuillets, si 'on considére que
depuis huit cents ans, aucun des calligraphes de la
Perse — et cependant certains sont de véritables
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4 REVUE FRANCO-PERSANE

concerts dans le jardin de I'hétel. en Fhonneur du
grand voyageur, et des landaus de luxe et un train
spécial sont & sa disposition pour ses excursionss

LE SCHAH MOZAFFER-EDDIN-MIRZA

Le Schah Mozaffer-Eddin-Mirza est né en 1853;
son nom  signifie en persan « Vietorieux de la foi ».
(est un homme d’une grande intelligence et d’une
réelle instruction. I ’histoire et la botanique I'ont tout
particulierement intéressé dans sa jeunesse. (Vest,
d'autre part, un chasseur plein d’entrain et un tiveur
de tout premier ordre.

Sa famille est tres nombreuse. Les Parisiens n’ont
pas oublié son fils ainé, le prince Malck-Mansour, qui
Teur fit visite au commencement de 'année derniere.
Nous citons méme avec plaisir cet extrait d’un article
consacré par le Figaro (22 février 1809), au voyage
de I'héritier ‘résompm’ de la couronne persane.

« Le prince, éerivait M. G. Calmettes, n'a pas
perdu une seule journée: il a voulu tout voir, il a
visité en détail la Chambre des députés, les Inva-
lides, I'Observatoire, Versailles, Saint-Cyr, Notre-
Dame, le Palais de justice, le tombeau de 1'Empe-
reur, les théatres, voire les coulisses, sans méme

* négliger le bal de I'Opéra, avee son décor de ﬁenm
| doyen de nos ministres, qui est ici, a mes cotés, et qui

et ses fantastiques illuminations.
-« Partout il a pris, en excellent francais — car il

_écrit et parle fort correctement lalangue francaise —

des notes sur tout ce qu'il voyait; il éerivait méme
£n yoiture, ou dictait aux ministres qui I'accompa-

. . . o .., 2 -
ghaient, et son esprit avide de seience n’'étaifl jamais

lassé.

« — Je suis charmé de tout ce que j'ai vu, me
disait-il & ce propos. en me contant, en phrases sou-
vent interrompues, comme s'il révait encore, ses im-
pressions et le plaisir de son séjour. Et Paris plait a
Mon CERur comme a mes yeux.

« On a dit que nous sommes les Frangais d’Asie :
J'en suis tres fier, car je comprends désormais tout
Porgueil que I'on doit mettre dans ce titre.

« Je suis venu chez vous comme un simple tou-
riste.

« Je n'ai en Europe aucune mission politique ; mon
role est tout simplement de rechercher partout le pro-
grés, le progrés moral et pacifique, le seul que jaime,
et de me faire le propagateur et linstrument de ce
progres, en étudiant vos meeurs, en visitant vos éta-
blissements  d’instruction publique desquels, pour
moi, tout découle.

« Je tiens d’ailleurs ces sentiments de mon pere.
Plus qu’aucun souverain d’Asie, il a la passion du
progrcs. et il a su a toute épogue, mieux que per-
sonne, s'entourer des hommes les plus capables de
seconder ses idées de régénération nationale.

« Si vous avez l'occasion de parler de mon auguste
pére ou de nous autres, ses fils respectueux, dites, je
vous en prie, que nous aimons beaucoup la Franee.
Son influence en Orient a toujours été bienfaisante, et
mieux que jamais je comprends maintenant combien
tout le monde a raison chez nous de vouloir appren-
dre le francais et votre littérature, qui reste toujours
la reine du monde.

« Jen’ai qu'un regret, c'est de n’avoir pu prolonger
assez longtemps mon séjour en France, et de navoir
pas eu d’assez fréq ions de voir v
tres pour étudier ce grand pays. P

« Carily a ici tout a apprendre !

« Mais je reviendrai I'an prochain,-avec-mon peve,
pour admirer votre Exposition universelle qui sera la
grande féte des progrés du monde entier. Et non
seulement mon auguste pere viendra, tres certaine-
ment, mais je ferai tous mes efforts pour que mes
fréves puissent accompagner Sa Majesté, car ils sont
tous, comme moi, avides d'études, d’observations et
de progrés.

« Un des bonheurs de mon voyage, c’est que Sa
Majesté a eu de m’entourer, pendant ce voyage,
de tout ce que la Perse a de plus respectable et de
mus éclairé, comme Son Excellence Kagmalkan, le

réunit en sa p tou}es_le; blesses de no
toirve et de noh‘e relis "MH

« Par une faveurmégnb, et d to;
pru..#l)n pére a permis que la pde ses minis-

~
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