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About this record

The volume contains printed monthly memoranda of information received by the Government of India 'regarding
external affairs other than those relating to the North-West Frontier, Afghanistan, and Persia' for the months

of January to March 1905 inclusive (folios 4-17); memoranda of information received 'regarding external

affairs relating to Arabia' for the months of April to December 1905 inclusive (folios 18-54); and memoranda

of information received 'regarding external affairs relating to the North-East Frontier, Burma, Siam, and

China', for the months of April to December 1905 inclusive (folios 55-108). A note accompanying each
memorandum states that they are 'based upon reports, the accuracy of which it is not always possible to
guarantee'.

The combined 'other external affairs' reports (folios 4-17) relate to Arabia (Aden), Turkish Arabia, the
Persian Gulf, China, Tibet, and Bhutan; the Arabia memoranda (folios 18-54) relate to Aden, Turkish Arabia,
and the Persian Gulf; and the North-East Frontier etc. memoranda (folios 55-108) relate to Tibet, Bhutan,
China, Siam [Thailand], Nepal, Burma, and Assam.

Memoranda covering the Persian Gulf include intelligence reports concerning Maskat [Muscat], Koweit [Kuwait],
Nejd [Najd], Bahrein [Bahrain], Katif [Al-Qatif], El Katr/Katar [Qatar], the Arab Coast, Musandim [Musandam],
and the Pirate Coast.

The memoranda relating to Arabia include references to the following subjects: political intelligence, tribal
affairs, relations with the Ottoman Government, frontier settlement, pearl fisheries, quarantine, and slavery.
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The memoranda regarding affairs on and beyond the North-East Frontier of India cover a similar broad range of
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of January 1905, regarding
external affairs other than those relating
to the North-W est Frontier, Afghanistan,
and Persia.

[NorE.—This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarantee.]

ARABIA.

1. The matter of the Iradé for the
settlement of the Aden frontier still remains
unsettled, and the Turkish Ambassador in
London was warned on the 16th December
1904 that, if the British representations were
still disregarded, it would become necessary for
His Majesty’s Government to take steps for
the purpose of obtaining compliance with their
demands.

The Secretary of State, in his telegram of
the 3rd January, reported that the Turkish
Ambassador in London had communicated an
obscurely worded note to the effect that, with a
view to maintaining the stafus quo in the nine
cantons to which neither the British nor the
| Turkish Government shall send troops, the
/ Turkish Commissioners had been instructed
to delimit the Subaihi border by the line
from Kuddam outside Babelmendeb to the
littoral of the sea of Aden, provided the Turba
village wells and the territory bordered by
the line which terminates at Sheikh Mirad
remained in the Vilayet of Yemen.

Mr. Townley had been instructed to
press for compliance with the original demand
of the British Government including the
recognition of the North-East frontier. He
was to state that the stipulation about troops
in the nine cantons was wholly inadmissible.

| Meanwhile the Turkish Commissioner at
‘ Perim denies the receipt of the instruc-
tions, but Mr. Fitzmaurice believes that the
Commissioner has received them, and is
in communication with Constantinople, with
a view to the slip about ¢“the line from
Kuddam ” being rectified.

2. A report has been received that the
Imam occupied Yarim in December, and
captured some Turkish soldiers and guns,
and subsequently rejected Turkish advances
made to him. Many Turkish soldiers are
said to have deserted to him owing to their
receiving no pay or food from their Govern-
ment: fighting is, however, still proceeding
pending the arrival of more Turkish troops.
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3. Plague has increased a good deal in
the Crater in spite of all efforts to meet the
epidemic.

TURKISH ARABIA.

4. Tt is reported that (vide paragraph 4
of the Memorandum for November 1904) plans
are already made for the construction of the
Baghdad Railway line from Eregli to Adana,
via Ul Kushla, the valley of the Chakitsu and
Arablar. From Adana the line would proceed
to Missis, Osmanie, Bagche, and Ispahan,
crossing Giouar Dagh by the Kasanali Pass.
There is at present a deadlock in the financial
position. The Turkish Government is reported
to be willing to give the guarantee for the next
section, 200 kilometres, which would bring the
railway to (about) Missis, but the company is
holding out for getting the guarantee for two
sections (400 kilometres).

5. It is rumoured that the Turkish Gov- '
ernment will before long undertake the con-
struction of a railway between Jedda and 1
Mecca. The completion of the Hedjaz I
line to Maan has been celebrated, and it
appears to be progressing southwards of Maan |
(vide paragraph 4 of the Memorandum for
December 1904).

6. Strenuous efforts are being made to
send reinforcements to Yemen (vide paragraph
3 of the Memorandum for December 1904).
The Mutessarif of Hodeida has reported that
the insurrection is rapidly spreading all over
the Vilayet, whilst the capital, Sanaa, is
practically besieged. Orders have been issued
for the despatch of troops there with all haste.
It isreported that the rising is fostered by
the Imam.

7. Hedjaz.—The Meocca road continues
tobe safe and large caravans pass daily (vide
:Il)gazﬁraph 5 of the Memorandum for December

PERSIAN GULF.

8. Maskat—In connection wi
presentation at the Hague Tribunal tt})lf zﬁ:
Maskat dhows case, it was suggested to the
Secretary of State (11th January) that provision
be made for referring to an Arbitrator cases
in which the Sultan of Maskat may dispute th,
adequacy of proof furnished that the owner oe
the Captain of a vessel hailing from Oman is E
subject or protégé of France (vide paragraph 2
of Memorandum for December 1904). S

9. The Political Resident has b

(27th January 1905) to report his eji?vsskgd
a proposal t0 place the administration of i:hn
Customs under a British officer. to be emplo 3
by the Sultan.. He has further been conI:;ujyted
on a suggestion made to the Nationa] B ek
of India for the opening by them of ab 9

of their business at Maskat, otk
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10. The Government of India have had
under consideration the advisability of intro-
ducing the British Indian rupee currency into
Maskat. The Political Resident, Bushire,
was authorised (17th January), if a favour-
able opportunity offered, to instruct Major
Grey to discuss informally with the Sultan
a definite plan for introducing a rupee
currency, with a view to the question being
placed before His Majesty’s Government.

11. The Political Agent, Maskat, report-
ed the occurrence of a case of slave-dealing by
the Sultan’s Jemadar. Major Grey was instruct-
ed (24th December) to inform the Sultan that
he woulid not be acting up to his obligations
if servants of his were thus allowed to engage
in slave traffic, and the hope was expressed
that substantial notice would be taken of the
Jemadar’s conduct.

12. The Political Agent, Maskat, re-
ported (14th January) receipt of private in-
formation of secret arrangements having been
made by the French Vice-Consul and his
dragoman to travel overland to Sur from
Maskat. The project has come to nothing
owing to the Vice-Consul’s illness.

13. Koweit.—The Government of India
informed the Secretary of State by despatch
on the 19th January 1905 that measures would
be taken for the temporary withdrawal of
Captain Knox from Koweit by April 1905 on
a pretext unlikely to raise the susceptibilities
of Sheikh Mubarak or engender a belief in the
minds of the surrounding Chiefs that the step
indicates a decline in the political influence of
the British Government (vide paragraph 11 of
Memorandum for December 1904).

14. The Secretary of State telegraphed
(21st January) that protests had been made by
the Porte against officers visiting Turkish
territory, and directed that Mr. Lorimer should
not visit El Hassa, and that the movements of
the party elsewhere should be confined to the
neighbourhood of the coast. Major Newmarch
intimated (26th January) (vide paragraph 9
of Memorandum for December 1904) that
Sir N. O’Conor had received assurances that
Mr. Lorimer would not be molested in Katif
or on the littoral or at any reasonable distance
inlaxd.

Mr. Brodrick notified (21st January) that
the Turkish Ambassador bad complained that
British officers had planted marks at points
some distance from Koweit, and had incited
the tribes near Kiazimil and Um Kasr to
submit to Sheikh Mubarak. Also that the
Sheikh had himself heisted the British flag on
his palace.

15. Nejd.—The Secretary of State was
informed by telegram (23rd January) that the
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arrival of Ibn Saud was imminent in or near
Koweit en route to a rendezvous with the Wali
of Basrah at Safwan, that the presence of
Sheikh Mubarak was also stipulated for, and
that he was making preparations to 80,
accompanied by an escort of 1,000 men, as a
precautionary measure. Attention was drawn
tc the fact that the Sheikh bad repeatedly
enjoined upon Captain Knox the expediency
of extending British protection to Nejd to
safeguard Ibn Saud from admitting Turkey
into Nejd, and had expressed his desire to
be subsidised by the British Government for
his services, and that it was not unlikely
that endeavours would now be made by the
Turkish emissary to seduce Sheikh Mubarak.
H. M. S. “Sphinx” has, therefore, been
ordered to proceed to Koweit to be present
there during the proposed meeting with the
Wali (vide paragraph 17 of Memorandum i
for December 1904).

16. Balrein—On the 21st January, the
Secretary of State was informed that the
Government of India were of opinion that the
recent incidents at Bahrein justified vigorous
measures being adopted with the Sheikh whom
their continued forbearance only confirmed in
his obstinacy, and proposed to require him to
agree :—

() that six of the ringleaders on the
assault on Persian subjects, who had been
named or identified, receive 24 stripes each
and a term of imprisonment or expulsion .
the island ;

(b) that Rs. 2,000 be paid as compensa-
tion to the Persians through ?he AssistamsJ I?osﬁ.
tical Agent; ;

) (¢) that a trusted guard be stationed by
him on duty in Manama to maintain order
in the bazaar;

(d) that Sheikh Ali be i
Bahrein for five years ; and FRLp e from

g (e) ﬂlaili thefabolition of “ Sukhra”
so far as employés of foreign y L2
i ol AR e

Meanwhile, H. M.s ships * 2
¢ Sphinx ** have been ordered I’to beF Ol}oil'ep:;']z\g
to reinforce H. M. 8. “Redbreast’”, should
His Majesty’s Government approve’ of the
action suggested. Major Cox reported (15th
January) that Sheikh Al had returned to
Bahrein at the expiry of the stipulated period
of his temporary absence from there (vide

i)gggfaph 22 of Memorandum for December

17. Kotif—On the 16th
despatch was received from the Siﬁ?;fy, z;
Stat_e, report.mg the issue of orders ’b ytlo
;&et]ng Wali of _Basrah, forhidding fo}x,‘ t;le
uture the levy of excessduty on dates shippes

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/450. Copyright for this page: Creative Commons Attribution Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100087951861.0x000010



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100087951861.0x000010?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

auingll ghd dgisa

@ olume 1. MEMORANDA REGARDING OTHER EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 1905 [6r] (16/228)

5

by British Indian traders, and directing the
recovery of the amounts levied in excess in the
past (vide paragraph 18 of Memorandum
for August 1904).

18. General—With respect to the
request made by the Government of India
that steps be taken for the recognition by the
Turkish  authorities of the satisfactory
certificate granted by the medical official
deputed to Koweit on sanitary inspection, the
Secretary of State intimated (6th January)
that His Majesty’s Government have accepted
a proposal by Mr. Townley that His Majesty’s
Consular officers in the Persian Gulf should
keep the Embassy at Constantinople informed
by telegraph of the sanitary state of their
respective ports, and should send written
reports of the details of local outbreaks of
disease.  This procedure will apply to the
Assistant  Surgeon at Koweit (vide para-
graph 11 of Memorandum for October 1904,

CHINA.

19. With reference to the proposed
modification of the Burma-Chinese Telegraph
Convention (vide paragraph 24 A of the
Memorandum for December 1904), the Gov-
ernment of India have informed the Secrotary
of State that Indian interest is practically con-
fined to telegraphic communication between
Yunnanfu, Tengyueh, and the Burma frontier,
that Mr. T. D. Berrington, Director of
Traffic, could be deputed to assist His Majesty’s
Consul-General at Shanghai in his negotiations
with the Chinese Director-General of Tele-
graphs, and that he could leave om the
11th February, arriving at Shanghai on
the 4th March; but that, unless the Chinese
Government declared their preparedness to
guarantee efficient maintenance of, and
reduced rates on, this section, Mr. Berrington
should not be empowered to discuss details.

20. A despatch was sent to the
Secretary of State on the 5th January
1905, making specific proposals for the
transit of Chinese opium through Burma
under bond which might serve as a basis
of negotiations with China, and he was
asked to keep the Government of India fully
informed of the progress of any negotiations
which might be entered into in respect of this
matter, and to consult this Government before
any promises which would bind them were
made.

21. See paragraph 43 of the Memorandum
for June 1904, relating to the Burma-China
boundary in the neighbourhood of the
N’maikha River. On the 27th October 1903,
8ir E. Satow addressed a note to the Chinese
Government, informing them that recent
exploration by British officials confirmed the
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{ tow that the Chinese officials have never exer-

“ Z;:ed any authority or control to the west of the

‘ watershed, that unless there is first an agree-
ment as to the general line that the boundary
is to follow, delimitation is impossible, but that
His Majesty’s Government were willing to sgnd
officers who would accompany representatives
sont by the Chinese Government for the pur-
pose from the eastern side of the frontier to
point out to them the true position of affairs,
in order to secure a friendly settlement of the
question at issue.

The Chinese Government replied that
they proposed to appoint the Acting Taotai
of Mengyueh to proceed with the British
officers to make the joint survey or examina-
tion, and asked to be informed who is to be
appointed, and when they can start. The
Secretary of State has agreed that the i
Chinese reply should be accepted, in spite of
its ambiguous terms, provided the Chinese ‘
official is the present Taotai at Tengyueh.

It is proposed to appoint either Mr.
Litton or Mr. Leveson, Deputy Commissioner
at Bhamo, as British Representative.  The
(cmmissioners, accompanied by suitable
escorts, will meet at Kuyang about the 15th
February, and will proceed along the side of
the undelimited frontier as far as is practicable
before the rainy season commences.

TIBET.

22. The Political Agent, Sikkim,
reported, on the Z7th January, that Chole
Tulku, the Sang-chen-cho-Khor Lama, has
been elected Deb Raja of Bhutan, the install-
ation taking place about the 11th of the
month.

23. In a letter, dated the 22nd October
1904, from the Nepalese Representative at
Lhasa to the Prime Minister of Nepal, the Ti
Rimpoche Lama is stated to have mentioned
that the Dalai Lama had concluded a “ Treaty
of alliance with Russia”. More positive
information has been asked for.

24. A Chinese official, named Chow Cheang

Feng, described as Sub-Prefect of Sechuen,

arrived in Calcutta early in January. He is

said to have come on business connected with

the Tibet Treaty and also to have been

appointed Chinese Frontier Officer at Yatung

while he informed the Commissioner of

Police, Calcutta, that he intended to go to

Lhasa. He applied for a passport to proceed

‘ to Yatung, but has been asked first to furnish
particulars as to the nature of his credentials

from the Chinese Government and as to his

proposed route and destination, and to state

i definitely in what capacity he is proceeding
‘ to Tibet. The opportunity was taken to
issue instructions to the  Political Officer,
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Sikkim, and to the Government of Bengal, to
refer for the orders of the Government of
India all applications from European, British
or Chinese, subjects, and from European and
American foreigners for permission to enter
Chumbi or Tibet, and that no persons of
the above classes should be allowed to cross
the frontier without the previous sanction
of the Government of India.

25. The Gartok expedition reached Simla
on the 11th January. Captain Rawling, on the
26th January 1906, reported that he had re-
ceived a communication from Thakur Jai
Chand, Trade Agent at Gartok, in which the
latter reported his arrival at Gartok on Christ-
mas day, and stated that the Garpons of Gartok
received him well, and that postal arrange-
ments had been made, also that, on the
commencement of trade in April, he would
move to the various fairs.

C. SOMERS COCKS.

CALCUTTA ;
The 1st February 1905.
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of February 1905, regarding
external affairs other than those relating
to the North-W est Frontier, Afghanistan,
and Persia.

[Nore.—This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarantee.}

ARABIA.

1. The question of an Iradé for the settle-
ment of the Aden frontieris still unsettled. The
only stumbling block would appear to be the
stipulation that no Power should send troops to
the nine cantons.

2. A Treaty, concluded with the Amir
of Dthala, was ratified on the 8th February
1905. The Amir will receive a monthly
stipend of 100 dollars, and an additional 100
dollars monthly to maintain, in a state of
efficiency, a body of 50 men to enforce
the obligations of the Treaty.

3. On 21st January 1905, a concession
was granted, without reference to the Resident,
to Messrs. Cowasjee Dinshaw Brothers by
Abdali Sultan for the construction of a railway
within Abdali limits from Nobat Dakim to
Dar-al-Amir, and the same firm also applied
to the Political Resident at Aden for a con-
cession to extend the proposed railway into
British limits, véz., from Dar-al-Amir to Aden.
The concessionaire has agreed now to cancel
the agreement at once, if desired.

Plague is very bad at Sheikh Othman,
and the usual annual fair has been prohibited.

It was decided during the month to
despatch to Aden the balance of the 8rd
Battalion Rifle Brigade, and that the detach-
ment at Dthala should be furnished from the
Rifle Brigade.

(For the proceedings of the Imam, see
Turkish Arabia.)

TURKISH ARABIA.

4. Twenty-four battalions of Turkish
troops have been ordered to Yemen, where the
disturbances are reported to have assumed
large proportions under the leadership of the
new Imam. Some Turkish refugees on the
Amiri frontier have with others fled into the
British Protectorate.  The local authorities
have instructions to see that they proceed to
Aden at once. Famine is raging in Yemen.

5. The Italian Government have inti-
mated their willingness to join in making
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centations at Paris with the object of
f)?;;?nemé the co-operation of the Frenﬂcﬁh
Government in the suppression of the trz(i) (f:
in arms in the Red Sea (vide paragraph 30 o
the Memorandum for April 1904).

PERSIAN GULF.

6. Maskat—On the 30th January, .tl}e
Political Agent, Maskat, reported that Sa'lyld
Muhammad-bin-Saeed, son of the late VVazy‘ of
the Sultan, had shown him a letter received
from Saeed-us-Sultaneh, the Russian Agent at
Lingah, intimating the desire of the Rpssmn
Government to place an Agent of their own
in charge of the customs at Gwadur, and
asking for information regarding :— ’

(a) the mame of the present farmer and
the price paid by him to the Sultan ;

(0) the total yearly receipts;

(¢) differential treatment, if any ; and

(d) other particulars.

Though the Gwadur customs are now
managed by a representative appointed by the
Sultan, Saiyid Muhammad, under advice,
replied giving the desired particulars to avoid
raising suspicion in the mind of the Russian
Agent. Later, 13th February, Major Grey
wrote explaining that Mons. Goguyer
arranged specially for the 8. 8. “Trouvar”,
which had not intended calling at Maskat, to |
convey to Jeddah free of charge seven camels
intended as a present by the Sultan to the
Sharif of Mecca. Mons. Goguyer has publicly
announced that this favour has been shown at
the instigation of the Russian Government.

7. The Political Resident, Persian Gulf,
has been ordered to await the observations
of His Majesty’s Government on the contem-
plated revision of the Commercial Treaty
with Maskat of 1892, (especially with respect
to the article referring to the status of the
British Colonies,) before ascertainine the Sul-
tan’s views. R

8. The Secretary of State was asked on
the 13th February to consider the followine
proposals to be made to the Sultan in respectt,;
to his customs administration :—

(@) that a head customs officer be
appointed by the Sultan, who should
be nominated by the Government
of India;

(b) that the officer so appointed sho
be a servant of thgp Sultan, Wuﬁg
would accept the friendly ~ arbi-
tration of the Political Agent in
the event of a difference arising on
any important point between His

High
4 éﬁze;lfss and the head customs
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3

(¢) on the above specified condition, the
Government of India to guarantee
a monthly customs revenue of
20,000 dollars, any balance in the
Sultan’s favour being also handed
over to him ;

(d) that the present head of the customs
should continue to be employed as
a deputy; and

(e) that the above arrangement be ter-
minable at one year’s notice by
either side.

It was suggested that, if His Majesty’s
Government sanctioned the proposals, 10,000
dollars might be paid at once on account and
10,000 dollars on the day when the new head
took over charge ; the amount being recovered
later.

Pending the settlement of the above ques-
tion that of opening a branch of the National
Bank of India at Maskat has been deferred
(vide paragraph 9 of the Memorandum for
January).

9. Asunderarticle 1of the Anglo-French
Maskat Arbitration Agreement, each party has
to nominate one Arbitrator, the French
Republic have chosen Mons. de Jonkheer de
Savourin Lohman, Member of the Second
Chamber of the States-General of the Nether-
lands, while His Majesty’s Government have
nominated Mr. Melville W. Fuller, Chief
Justice of the United States Supreme Court.
The datc for the delivery of the cases was
postponed until the 1st February. The
choice of an umpire is to be left to the
Arbitrators (vide paragraph 8 of Memo-
randum for January). The Secretary of State
telegraphed (18th February) that as the French
Government had objected to the Sultan of
Maskat being introduced into the British case
as a party to the discussion, it was proposed to
exclude his name from future documents, while
maintaining that the terms of the reference
indicate that the Sultan is the party primarily
interested, that he has a moral right to be
heard either directly or by entrusting his case
to one of the parties to the arbitration,
and that he entrusted the case to the British
Government spontaneously, and not under
pressure.

10. Major Grey has refused a request
by M. Goguyer for the issue of instructions
to the British Indian Steam Navigation Com-
pany’s steamer to carry certain arms and
ammunition to Koweit for a private individual.

11. Koweit and Nejd.—On the 9th Feb-
ruary, the Minister at Tehran was instructed by
His Majesty’s Government to endeavour to ob-
tain from the Persian Government, for natives
of Koweit, the same privileges as are conceded
to Afghans. Sir A. Hardinge replied (17th
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o understood that the Persian
ded Koweit as an indepen-
out that if an official

February) that h

Government rﬁ,'ar st
State, He pointe :

geeglt;.ration could %e obtained from the Persian

Government that they regarded Koweit a:

independent, Sheikh ~Mubarak’s Agfe‘ilmeﬁs

placing his foreign relations in the ?ﬁe_

of His Majesty’s Government, might_sub; \

quently be communicated to the Persian

Government. He considered that such a com-

munication would strengthen our claim that

Koweit Arabs be treated on the same lines as

Afghans (vide paragraph 14 of Memorandum

for December 1904).

12. An Iradé appears to have 'been'
issued on 1st December, ordering the Amir of
Mecea to contribute assistance to a vast
military force, which it was purppsed tg send
to destroy Sheikh Mubarak, as he is cor}mdered
the real head of the movement in wlnch.l})n
Saud is the active worker. The Grand Vizier
has denied the fact, and it appears that the
expedition was recalled. It is stated that an
offer of pardon has been sent to Koweit, and
that communications on the subject have
passed between the Turkish local authorities
and Nejd.

13. On the 11th February, the Consul at
Basrah reported that the Wali of Basrah had
met Ibn Saud and Sheikh Mubarak on the 8th
February at a place within the Vilayet bound-
ary, and on his return to Basrah the same day
sent a long telegram to the palace. The Wali
again met the same persons on the 13th
February at a place about 30 miles from
Koweit, and returned to Basrah on the 14th
idem. At the former meeting, it is stated
that the Wali proposed to Ibn Saud’s father
that Ottoman garrisons and ecivil officials
should be sent to Nejd. He agreed, but said
he could accept no interference on the part of
the Amir. Sheikh Mubarak was told that a
message sent by him should not have been
signed as from the Ruler of Koweit, but he
would not give way on this point. No definite:
result was attained at the meeting. In the
second meeting, IThn Saud’s father and Sheikh
Mubarak asked for the Sultan’s pardon for
the former in writing. On the 1dth Febru-
ary, the Wali sent letters to the Sheikh, and
on the 20th idem demanded an urgent ;‘eply
}md? paragraph 15 of the Memorandum for

anuary).

14. The latest information i
effect that an active policy in Ne§f1 i:oan;}ils
in the ascendant in the Council of oth
Sultan. Mobilisation has been ordered in thg
Damascus Military District of twenty-f
battalions, of which four had, on they 283}11‘
January, left for their destination,

15. A large Baghdad forceis gl ing
prepared, and left ﬁedjef on or :b;?.xgeiﬁz
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81st January (vide paragraph 17 of Memo-
randum for December 1904).

16. The Sheikh addressed the Political
Agent, Koweit, on the 22nd January 1905
with regard to the arrest and deportation to
Constantinople, with other persons, of the
Basrah Agent of one of his influential Nejd
friends who handles most of Sheikh Mubarak’s
business.

17. The Sheikh has forwarded a draft
to the Political Resident, Persian Gulf, in re-
payment of the loan of rupees one lakh
given him by the Government of India (vide
paragraph 19 of the Memorandum for August
1904).

18. Messrs. Lorimer and Gabriel have
left Basrah, and proceeded to Maskat. They
have been instructed to keep the Govern-
ment of India informed of their movements
by telegraph (vide paragraph 14 of Memo-
randum for January).

19. Satisfactory explanations were fur-
nished to the Secretary of State on 27th Feb-
ruary as to the charges brought by the Porte
against the Gazetteer Staff. A protest to the
Porte was suggested against the baseless
accusations constantly made against our local
officers in the Persian Gulf.

20. On Captain Knox conveying (26th
January) to Sheikh Mubarak a warning
against entanglements in the interior, he was
assured by the latter that he was abiding by
his promise.

%1. Bahrein.—(Vide paragraph 20 of
the Memorandum for December 1904). On
the representation of the Government of India,
Mr. Brodrick suggested (7th January) that
His Majesty’s Government should obtain from
the Turkish Government an official assurance
that immediate measures were being taken
for discovering and capturing the offending
parties, and especially Ahmad-bin-Selman,
connected with piracies in the Persian Gulf
near El Katr.

A small Native Infantry guard has been
despatched to Bahrein to serve as an escort to
the Political Officer.

22. An Assistant Surgeon of the Indian
Subordinate Service is to be placed in charge
of the Memorial Hospital at Bahrein now
almost completed.

23. Major Cox has been authorised to
use his discretion as to the removal from
Bahrein of one or both of the Mullas, Jasim
and Ahmad. On the 15th February, the
Secretary of State intimated approval by
His Majesty’s Government of the proposals
made by the Government of India for securing
a settlement by the Sheikh of Bahrein of the
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case of assault on Persian subjects, with the
following modifications :— ‘

(¢) Punishment of 1'inglea<%ers by flogging
to be dispensed with, and their expulsion or
imprisonment demanded, the constitution of a
Tribunal to try them being left to the discretion
of the Government of India.

(i4) Seizure of Customs House, in the
event of active measures being taken, to be
avoided, as action considered likely to rouse
suspicions injurious to British interests in the
Gulf.

Major Cox was instructed (18th February)
to act accordingly in consultation with the
naval authorities to whom a direct requisition
has been made requesting the services of His
Majesty’s ships “Fox”, ¢ Redbreast”, and
*Sphinx . The Naval Commander-in-Chief
has ordered the Senior Naval Officer, Persian
Gulf, to carry out Major Cox’s wishes as
defined in the orders issued (vide paragraph
16 of Memorandum tor January).

TIBET.

24, See paragraph 25 of the Memo-
randum for December 1904. On the 27th
January, the Prime Minister of Nepal
addressed another letter to the four Kazis, in
which he remarked on the generous terms of
the Convention which were explained as beine
largely due to the attitude latterly taken uf)
by the Tibetans, as to which he had con-
sistently advised them from the beginning of the
pegotiations. The letter concluded by :xhort-
ing t}lg Tibetans serupulously to carry out the
provisions of the Convention, to have a proper
regard for the powr and resources of the
British Government, and generally to try and
promote mutual well-being, .

25. Vide paragraph 22 of th
randum for January 190%. It is noweréggll'ltlg(i
that Cho-le Tru-ku (not Tulku) has acce ted
the post of Dharma Raja, the hichest os% i
Bhutan from the spiritual point ‘of viegv a 1Idl.
;hate he w1lé hold lii? till the new inean;a,tiloln
ppears and is old enough
.work himself. Cho-le Trub-ku,toiif,J a;sr};a;:in i
offered the post of Deb Raja, but refus’edw'a:nS
He has,'hoyvever, agreed to do the duti of
Deb Raja, in addition to those of Dharm; i |
26.  Despatches have bee i .
the Secretary of State on thlzl;?l?]};’:g off r:llxn
g})}lcy to be adopted as to the retentio: :
imese Customs officers in the Chumbi vnllOf
::nd as to the Trade Regulations, Tn rea eg
S(?tth? first question, they have at Sirg ai:} |
1.1 OW’s request, suggested that a ¢ |
should be f}lrmshed showing what gj aﬁeport
tages have. hitherto resulted f?om the 1;3 PR
:lystern; Sir E Satow is, it seems, of Sr
1at the question should be discussezl w(i)tqlm};(l)ln
alcutta, Op thg

Cliinese Commissioner at C
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second question, the following views were
expressed :—

(1) His Majesty’s Government consider
it doubtful whether it is open to them to claim
in all respects the same treatment for British
goods as that conceded to Chinese goods and
that the Tibetans would have good ground for
complaint if a claim were made under the
Regulations to the right of access for British
subjects to all parts of Tibet, and to exemption
from all duties.

(2) As regards the question of monopolies,
His Majesty’s Government think it desirable to
omit any words requiring the previous consent
of the Government of India to the grant of any
monopoly by the Tibetan Government, such
a provision appearing to His Majesty’s Govern-
ment superfluous and likely to give rise to
objections on the part of other Governments,
similar to those made in regard to Article IX
of the Convention.

27. Vide paragraph 28 of the Memo-
randum for December 1904. From papers
recently forwarded by the Nepalese Represent-
ative at Lhasa to the Prime Minister of
Nepal, it appears that there has been corre-
spondence between the Tson-du  Council
of Lhasa and the Chinese Amban. The
Council complain of the Amban’s action in
posting up the proclamation of the Chinese
Emperor ordering the deposition of the Dalai
Lama. Receipt by the Amban of the alleged
order is doubted, and even the authority of the
Emperor to pass such an order is questioned.
The Amban’s reply states that the deposition
has only been ordered temporarily, but en-
deavours to get them to admit the power of
the Chinese Emperor to pass such an order by
inducing them to petition the Emperor to
revoke his ‘order and reinstate the Dalai Lama.

28. See paragraph 28 of the Memoran-
dum for December 1904, On the 14th January,
the Yutok Shape (the senior of the four
Tibetan Shapes or Ministers) paid a visit to
Captain O’Connor, British Trade Agent, at
Gyantse and delivered to him three letters,
one from the Ti-Rimpoche addressed to the
Foreign Secretary, another from the Ti-
Rimpoche addressed to Captain O’Connor him-
self, and the third ‘from the Tibetan ..ational
Assembly, also addressed to Captain O’Connor.
The letters were accompaniedy by presents for
the Viceroy and Lord Ampthill and acknowledg-
ments of the letters addressed to the Ti-
Rimpoche and the Tashi Lama by the Foreign
Secretary and Captain O’Connor, respectively.
These are stated to have been read out in the
Council and Assembly and to have caused great
rejoicing. Gratitude was expressed for the
consideration shown by the Viceroy in reducing
the amount of the indemnity and in promising
the restoration of the Chumbi valley after
three years. No mention was, however, made
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of the Viceroy’s invitation to Tibetan delegates
to visit Calcutta.
29, The Assistant Political Officer,
Chumbi, reported on_the 7th February that
in comsequence of his having _pomte.d out
that the customs duties ab Phari were 111§gal
under the terms of the Convention, until a
tariff had been formulated, the levy of the
duties has been discontinued.
30. Vide paragraph 24 of the Memo-
randum for December 1904. Tang Tachen,
the Chinese Envoy and Plenipotentiary, arrived
at Caleutta on the 16th February. Formal
visits have been exchanged between him and
‘Mr. Fraser, the British Commissioner, and on
the 28th February Tang Tachen paid a formal
visit to His Excellency the Viceroy. The
appointment of M. Vincent Henderson,
Chinese Customs Commissioner at Yatung, to
assist Tang Tachen as interpreter and of Mr.
Wilton of the Chinese Consular service (lately
with the British Commission to Tibet) to assist
Mr. Fraser have been notified to the British
and Chinese Governments, respectively.

BHUTAN.

31. The annual subsidy of Rs. 50,000
due to the Bhutan Darbar was paid on the
30th January 1905.

CHINA.

39. With reference to paragraph 19 of the
Memorandum for January, Mr. Berrington
left on 11th February for Shanghai to assist
His Majesty’s Consul-General in the mnego-
tiation for a new China-Burma Telegraph Con-
ve'ntion. He bears instructions from the
Dl.rector-General of Telegraphs as to technical
points.

In a despatch, dated 6th Januar
Secretary of State directed that the y;‘mtl};g
between Bhamo and Momein should be sur-
veyed with a view to the construction of a
railway, and stated that steps were being taken
to obtain Chinese consent; he also enquired
jvhether the construction of any particular line
in Western Yunnan by the French would b
strategically dangerous, and if so, whether the
gg:]r:rument of India would desire the Chines:
b rnment to be warned not to grant that

With refergnee to
paragraph 21
ﬁzeéréo:a,nduzl for January, ng? Littm‘n)f gllz
sty’s Acting Consul at Teng y

geeu appointed British rep1'eser.lt.‘ﬁti’xg,;1 621; ]tll?s
emarcation of the Burma-China fronti >
ﬁe I?elghbourllood of the N’Maikha ll{eil;'em

r. Leveson (Deput, issi it
i him.pu y Commissioner, Bhamo)

C. SOMERS COCKS,

CALCUTTA ;
The 1st March 1905, }

1905.' [11v] (27/228)
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of March 1905, regarding
external affairs other than those relating
to the North-West Frontier, Afghanistan,
and Persia.

[ NorE.— This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is novalways possible to grarantee.]

ARABIA.

1. Adden delimitation.—Active negotia-
tions have been proceeding at Constantinople
with a view to a final settlement.

2. (a) Mudariba-Sheikh Murad sec-
tion.— Instructions have been received by the
Turkish authorities in Yemen, which are in
substantial conformity with the British
demands (see paragraph 1 of Memorandum
for January 1905).

3. The Government of India have ex-
pressed to the Secretary of State their hope
that all the country up the coast from Sheikh
Murad to Kuddam will clearly be included
in the territory of which the Turkish Govern-
ment are to pledge themselves not to alienate.

4, On 27th March, Mr. Fitzmaurice
proposed to Sir N. O’Conor that he should
sign the map of the boundary line, but not the
procés-verbal, the terms of which he considered
too vague to be of any use. He has been
requested by Sir N. O’Conor to await the
receipt of the instructions which are being
sent by the Ottoman Minister of War to the
Turkish Commissioner.

5. The Government of India have
informed the Secretary of State that they
agree with Mr. Fitzmaurice and the Bombay
Government in deprecating the construction
of demarcation pillars, since the proposed line
would follow well defined and natural
features; and they have pointed out the risk
and expense which would be involved by
employing a large escort during the approach-
ing hot weatber. In their opinion the present
operation might be limited to erecting a couple
of pillars at Sheikh Said.

6. Section from the Wadi Bana north-
east to the desert—Instructions have been
received by the Turkish authorities in Yemen,
which are in substantial conformity with the
British demands (see parvagraph 1 of Memo-
randum for January 1965).

7. Mr. Fitzmaurice having raised the
question of the advisability of obtaining from
the Porte a specific recognition of the Aulaki
as being British, Sir N. O’Conor has expressed
the view that the British character of that
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ecured, not only by the
tance of a line straight
by the fact that ?he
he lists of the nine
he Porte in 1873

i tribe is sufficiently s

‘ proposed Turkish accep
to the desert, but also
Aulaki were included in t
cantons communicated to t
and in September 1903.

(For the proceedings of the Imam,
Turkish Arabia.)

TURKISH ARABIA.

8. (Vide paragraph 4 of the Memorandum
for February 1905.) The caravan tract between
Menakha and Suk-el-Khamis is reported to be
unsafe owing to the rebels having command of
the heights between the two above}nentloned
places. It is rumoured that the insurgents
had invested Menakha from the east, and that
the road further north of Suk-el-Khamis is
disturhed near a place called Buan. It is
reported that Sanaa, Yerim, and Ibb have
been captured by the Imam, and that part of
his force is approaching Kataba. The inter-
ruption of the road between Sanaa and Khamis
has rendered it impossible for supplies to reach
the large body of troops stationed there from
the Hodeida side. The mortality from starva-
tion among the troops is supposed to be consi-
derable, and the price of food has risen to siege
rates. The Hashid and Bekil tribes inhabiting
the country north of Sanaa have risen, and
the rebellious movement is still further
developing, and important posts, such as Jebel
Sharki, appear to be about to fall into the
hands of the insurgents. The delay in the
arrival of reinforcements, and the mutinous
conduct of the Redifs, who have reached
Cumfuda, has caused the question of arming
native levies, such as the Yam tribes, to be
raised again. Numbers of Turkish deserters
from the Yemen are entering Aden, and the
Resident’s suggestion that, owing to the preva-
lence of plague there, they should be deported to
Piraeus has been approved by the Govern-
ment of Bombay. His Majesty’s Government
have concurred in the proliosal to receive at
Dthala and treat well the Kaimmakam and
other refugees from Kataba, passing them on to
Aden, and agree that it is uudesirabTe to permit
refugees to go elsewhere in our protectorate, and
that there must be no possible excuse to th
Imam to attack or pursue them within o .
limits, General Ali Reza Pasha, for 11“
Wali of Monastir, has been appointe(i Imu:;-l: }I
Reform Commissioner in the Yemen, o

see

PERSIAN GULF.

; 9. Maskat.—On the 27th T
1 b
g?(i&d Majorthreybaddressed the Goveinl;llzgz
ndia on the subject of protecti
| by the French _Vice-Consil)xl in l\i(;gk::f toor [ifd
subjects of Christian Powers unrepresentelg
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locally by Consular Officers. It was pointed
out that so far it was only in the case of a few
Russians that any attempt has been made by
the French Consul in this direction.

The matter is under the consideration of
the Government of India.

10 The Political Agent at Maskat has
reported that the French Consul there had
taken over the estate of a French Navy
contractor known as Hablak who died recently,
claiming that deceased was a French protégé
on the ground of his occasional employment.
The Consul had written to him regarding debts
due to certain British subjects by the estate,
but he had declined to discuss the question
pending a reference to the Government of
India. He was instructed in reply to continue
to refuse to discuss the question and eventually
it was decided that no action was required until
the termination of the Maskat Arbitration
proceedings, or unless fresh developments were
reported.

11. Referring to paragraph 6 of the Memo-
randum for February 1905, the Political Agent,
Maskat, has reported that as regards the
placing of a Russian Agent in charge of the
Gwadur Customs, the Russian Agent at
Lingah has replied somewhat obscurely,
thanking Saiyid Muhammad-bin-Saeed for
the information supplied, and stating that
the representatives of the Russian Gov-
ernment would move in the matter when they
had completed their history of Maskat. In
regard to the second case of the carriage free of
charge by the Russian steamer S.8. “Troubar”
of 7 camels sent by the Sultan to Jeddah, the
Sultan has written a letter of thanks to the
Russian Consul-General at Bushire at the
instigation of the French Vice-Consul.

12. Vide paragraph 8 of the Memorandum
for February 1905; a reply was received on
the 29th March from the Secretary of State
for India to the effect that His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment saw no ground for objection to the
appointment hy the Sultan of an official recom-
mended by the Government of India to super-
intend His Highness’s customs, but that they
considered that the proposed reference to the
Political Agent of important questions
might be held incompatible with the complete
independence of the Sultan, and that the
guarantee to him of a fixed minimum monthly
sum by the Government of India would
be open to the objection of being considered
equivalent to a subsidy. They considered that
until the conclusion of the Maskat Arbitration
case, any action which it might be decided to
take should be deferred. The Political Resi-
dent was informed accordingly.

13. [Vide paragraph 9 of Memorandum
for February 1905 in connection with the
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ase.] The French and

British cases were exchanged by the A{nbtahs-
sadors of the two Governments .througl l;x
Secretary-General of the International ?urea
at the Hague on the 1st February 1905.

t was
14. A supplementary agreement W
signed on the 13th January 1905 by which
the Tribunal is not to assemble at the Hague
earlier than the 15th June.

15. On the 7th March, the Secret.ary' of
State was informed that there was no objection
on the part of the Government of India to the
proposals made by the London Fore]g,n Office
in regard to the omission of the Sultan’s name
from the British case.

16. On the 10th March, the Secretary of
State telegraphed to the effect that ~the
French case claimed very extended limits
for Maskat territory, and that it was desirable
that we should substantiate our view of what
is, and what is not, Maskat territory along the
coast, suggesting the submission of a map
defining the territory. Information was also
asked for regarding the Lowatiyas.

17. On the 14th March, the Government
of India promised a full report on the matter
and also the submission of the required map,
but added that it seemed preferable, if possible,
to avoid a definition of the Sultan’s territories
in view of the difficulties indicated in
their despatch No. 192-S. Ex., dated 23rd
October 1902, (respecting the ownership of
the Musandim promontory) and that the
discussion of the question should, if possible,
be treated as irrelevant to the issue before
the Hague Tribunal. It seemed advisable
merely to refer to our Treaties with the Trucial
Chiefs mostly of date anterior to the Anglo-
French Declaration of 1862; and to explain
that their territories form no part of the domi-
nions of the Sultan. On the z0th March, the
Secretz'zry of State was informed that
Lowatiyas are Khoja emigrants from Sind
:nd ;hgt l?ritish }Frotection is apparentl):

ccorded only to those w i
the British coynquest. T e

Maskat Arbitration C

18. A letter has bheen written 1
Sultan t? the Political Agent, requestingy ]tihi:
Majesty’s Go‘femment to represent him at
the Hague Tribunal and making a reference

to a request to that effect i i
b easenk to ect made by him eight

19  Major Grey reported
March, that the Sultan thd declil(l):d g)lerec%th
from the French Consul a list of dhow-owewe
claiming French protection, He was info i
tl}at if consu.lted by Sultan, he might a:llm'Ed
him to receive the list withoutbprejugils:

to the question of the F i
the persons named, R el Ly
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20. A map prepared by Mr. Lorimer has
been sent home with an explanatory note which
includes a statement that the Musandim pro-
montory from Dibba to Tibba belongs to the
Sultan, and that his territory on the sea coast
extends as far as Rakhyut, west of Sair. The
Government of India have endorsed this state-
ment, but still strongly deprecate filing a map
or defining His Ilighness’s territories and
advocate the case being kept rigidly within
the lines of the Agreement of 14th October
last.

91. Koweit and Nejd.—Mr. Townley has
expressed the view that circumstances had not
changed sufficiently to warrant the hope that a
renewed appeal for the release of the Sheikh of
Koweit’s Basrah Agent would meet with any
better success (vide paragraph 13 of Memo-
randum for December 1904).

292. The Mushir-ed-Dowleh has expressed
his willingness to admit that Koweit is de facto
independent of Turkey, and promised to submit
to the Shah our proposal to treat subjects of the
Sheikh of Koweit on the same lines as Afghans.
It is likely, however, that he will, before giving
a definite reply to Sir A. Hardinge’s request,
consult other Foreign Representatives (vide
paragraph 11 of Memorandum for February).

23. The Secretary of State telegraphed (1st
March) acceptance of the proposal made to
advise the Sheikh of Koweit to adopt distinc-
tive colours for shipping purposes, while
retaining his present flag for Koweit. Major
Cox has been asked to submit proposals as to
the nature of the flag to be adopted, after ascer-
taining the views of the Sheikh (side para-
graph 16 of Memorandum for December
1904).

24, Mr. Lorimer returned (18th March) to
Tndia from his Gazetteer tour in the Persian
Gulf.

95. Nejd.—No special reports have been
received as to occurrences in Nejd, but
it is reported at Koweit that the Turkish
Government have appointed Ibn Saud as Chief
of the whole of Nejd, to be solely guided by
Sheikh Mubarak. They have given the former
honours and decorations, and intend to post
soldiers at Boreida, Kasim, and Riadh. Ibn
Rashid and his people will now vacate
Zobair and Basrah. Sheikh Jabar, eldest son
of Sheikh Mubarak, has informed the Political
Agent that his father wrote explaining
that he had met the Wali of Basrah, and
had advised his settling matters with Ibn Saud.
On his return from Basrah, the Wali brought
an order from Constantinople addressed to Ibn
Saud and appointing him Ruler of Nejd on
behalf of the Turkish Government. The order
is reported to conclude with the words—¢ The
Government will put soldiers in El-Kasim, and
there will be official relations between you and
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thex, and all of you will be in the ierﬁwgagi
the Sultan. As forﬂibng?::ﬂ& 1}3:} da” (vide
siothing to do with affat
;ggggph 13 of Memorandum for ]1‘ebrum‘.yii
96. Bahrein.—The Sheikh has substain.tla i]};

agreed to the demands Presented to umon
February 1895. Sheikh Ali escaped; whereupory
his house and property, after the remova

. 3 sated. The Sheikh has
his zenana, were confiscated. ! Rtidre
issued a notification, outlawying him, an « Of e .
ing rewards for bis arrest and for that of t e.t:ud
principal offenders in the assaults comml v'eh
on the Persians, as they, too, had 'absconded W 1t1
Sheikh Ali. The Mullas, Jasim and Ahmed,
surrendered and were reprimanded for their
interference with the affairs of the State, and
advised to abstain from similar conduct in
future. Major Cox returned to Bushlre on the
6th March 1905. He has been informed that
the Government of India consider the measures
taken as having been on the whole satisfactory
(vide paragraph 23 of Memorandum for Feb-
ruary).

97. The Assistant Politital Agent reported
(17th February) the occurrence of an act
of piracy by the Murrah Behaih tribe on
two Bahrein boats at Ras-Abu Huekhil onthe
coast of Hasa, south of Ojair. A slave-boy,
belonging to the Bahreinese, was carried off as
a prize, and two of the boatmen dangerously
wounded. The facts have been communicated
to His Majesty’s Consul at Basrah, with a view
to the Turkish authorities being moved to take
suitable action. The Wali of Basrah has pro-
mised to issue fresh orders to the Turkish
officials in El Hasa for the pursuit and capture
of the pirate, Ahmed-bin Selman, and his
companions (vide paragraph 20 of Memoran-
dum' for December 1904).

28. Kl Katr.—~On the 28th February
1904, the Secretary of State telegraphed that
His Majesty’s Government saw no advantage
in the revival of the Agreement of 1868 with
Sheikh Ahmed-bin-Thana of El Katr for the
purpose in view without giving it an interpret-
ation considerably in excess of what its actual
terms could bear. They further, owing to the
prevalence of a general sense of insecurity and
suspicion in the neighbourhood of the Persian
Gulf, were unwilling to raise any question
touching the status quo in that quarter, and
propose shortly to refer, for examination by
thg Defenc_e Cgmmittee, fuhe whole question of
British policy in that region.

TIBET.

29.  On 26tk February Captain O’
reported that several r:}:zrcb}a)»?(:lsn Ohgg m:-OP
turned to Gyantse during ' the week froe.
Calcut?a and Kalimpong bringing piece-ooodl:
turquoises, &c. Among these were Dsomé
Muhammadan and Nepalese merchants who
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formerly were not allowed to trade at all by
the Phari route. Captain O’Connor thinks
that these men (especially the Ladakis), who
are very enterprising, will certainly take
advantage of any facilities which present
themselves in the way of trade.

30. Vide paragraph 29 of the Memo-
randum for February 1905. In consequence of
renewed representations by the Assistant
Political Agent at Chumbi, trade at Phariis
once more free from taxes.

31. On the 16th idem, Mr. Bell reported
that the Lhasa regular troops (trapchi),
who were killed at Guru, have been
teplaced, and the regiment has been called
up once already for drill purposes ‘since the
Mission  left  Lhasa. 1t appears to be
customary for such troops to be called in
about twice yearly in order to be drilled.

32. See paragraph 28 of the Memo-
randum for February 1905. The Yutok Shape
and suite arrived at  Gyantse at noon on the
28th February, and an interview ensued be-
tween him and the British Trade Agent.
The Shape asked that the telegraph line
between Phari and Gyantse, which be said
caused great inconvenience to the peasants
along the road owing to some of the posts
being planted in their fields, should be removed.
He also urged that we should arrange to do
without a telegraph line atall. Hewas in-
formed that this was not possible, but Captain
O’Connor promised to do what he could to
prevent posts being planted in the middle of
the fields. Captain O’Connor also informed the
Shape (see paragraph 80 of this Memoran-
dum), in reply to the latier’s enquiry whether
tolls might not be continued at Phari pending
the settlement of the Trade Regulations, that
such an idea, which involved a violation of
clause IV of the Convention, had better be
dropped. He added that the sooner an answer
was received from Lhasa to the Viceroy’s invita-
tion to Tibetan delegates to visit India, the
sooner would the question of levying dues be
settled. ‘The Shape expressed anxiety that the
posting of a’ Trade Agent at Gyantse - should
not be permanent, as he ‘thought it would
lead to trouble in connection with questions
of  jurisdiction over British subjects.
Captain O’Connor ‘replied that such arrange-
ments on’ questions of jurisdiction were usual
in China and elsewhere; but that at:present
he was not authorised to make any definite
arrangements with him, and that no doubt
this matter as well as others relating to
purely trading questions would be seftled later
when representatives of both parties were ap-
pointed in accordance with tie terms of the
Convention ; that in the meantime no disagree-
ment was likely to arise, as be had no intention
of interfering in any way with Tibetan subjects,
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with the Jongpens

and his relations B Captain

of the most friend
g%innor is of opinion that the reason for

raising these questions was due toa desire to
be able to report some progress to Lhasa.

33. On the 5th and 13th March, the
British Trade Agent at Gyantse reported that
news from Lhasa pointed to all being _quiet
there, but that the Nepalese Representative at
TLhasa feared that the Tibetans regard him with
suspicion. He has promised to let Captain
0’Connor know at once should they assume a
hostile attitude towards him.

34, Tt is reported that the Muhammadan
gun manufacturer is back again at the rifle
factory near Lhasa, but no fresh arms are
being made there, though those manufactured
before the advent of the Mission are kept stored
for future use. The Tibetan Government is
said to be disappointed with the guns turned
out from the factory.

85. Vide paragraph 28 of the Memoran-
dum for February 1905. From papers recently
forwarded by the Nepalese Representative at
Lhasa to the Prime Minister of Nepal and
by him communicated to Colonel Ravenshaw, it
appears that the reason why thelibetan Govern-
ment have not yet replied to the invit-
ation of His Excellency the Viceroy to send
delegates to Calcutta, is that the Tibetans are
suspicious of the motives of the British
Government. Great diversity of opinion and
confusion is said to prevail in the Councils of
the Tibetans on the subject. Some fear that
the British have reduced the indemnity
merely because they hope to gain some
othe.r advantages by granting this con-
cession.  Others are afraid that the Dalai
Lama would not approve of such a Mission
and would punish those concerned in it
when he returned. The Ti-Rimpoche is
said to- be entirely in favour of accepting the
invitation and has strongly advised his coun.
cillors to do so, but despite his advice and that
of the Nepalese Representative, the Tihetan
Bharadars have finally decided merely to send
an acknowledgment of the invitation instead
of sending. delegates to Calcutta, The Prim,
Minister of. N epal has offered his best, ende ¥
yours to assist in bringing about, if desired :l;

interview bet i €
eariiin 4 ween His Excellency and Tibetan

36. Vide paragraph 80 of th

4 e Memo.
randum - for February 1905, Negotiaiﬁ)lgs

are proceeding with Tang Tachen, the Chines
?aogmxgsss;ozlexl'] and Plenipotentiary. The Secr;e
1y ot State has approved, with ]
alteration, the form of draft Tre:t;mv?llnli:]f rl?‘a L
sent home on 29th December 1904. He ?12:

been asked to send f
possible for Mr. Fraser.uu e
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37. The Political Officer, Sikkim, was
informed, with reference to his request for
orders regarding the import of iron goods into
Tibet, that in the opinion of the Government
of India all restrictions on normal trade with
Tibet should henceforth be removed, subject
to the observance of certain restrictions. Fur-
ther that articles at present under detention
should be allowed to proceed to their destina-
tion or to be returned to their owners as might
seem advisable.

38. His Majesty’s Minister at Peking has
been confidentially informed that the wish of
the Dalai Lama to return to Tibet has been
granted by the Chinese Government, but that
orders have been given by them not to allow
him to proceed further than Hsening. The
Chinese Government had, it appears, been
warned by Sir E. Satow that, if the Dalai Lama
were allowed to return to Lhasa, Great Britain
would be obliged to take renewed action
against him.

BHUTAN.

39. Mr. White, accompanied by Major
Rennick of the Intelligence Branch, has left
Calcutta on his way, via Gantok, to Punakha,
where he will present the insignia of a K.C.L.E.
to the Tongsa Penlop.

BURMA.

40. Mr. Leveson, the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Bhamo, left for Myitkyina on 1st March
to accompany the party for the examination of
the undelimitated portion of the Burma-China
Frontier, bearing with him certain instructions
issued by the Burma Government.

CHINA.

41. Asregards the proposed railway from
Burma to theprovince of Yunnan, His Britannic
Majesty’s Consul at Yunnanfu reported that
the Governor-General of Yunnan had no power
to negotiate the construction of the desired rail-
way line, but recognised its value to trade and
was willing to co-operate in the survey. He
had informed his Chinese Taotai accordingly.

42. Mr. Berrington arrived in Shanghai
on 6th March 1905, in connection with the
proposed remewal of the Burma-China
Telegraph ~ Convention. ~ Chutzuwen and
Chowiyun have been appointed to negotiate the
terms of the Convention. The Chinese Gov-
ernment refused to guarantee efficient main-
tenance, and reduced rates on the Yunnanfu-
Tengyueh-Burma line. They were then asked
to consent to the existing Convention, which
expires on 1st April 1905, continuingin force
till a new Convention was concluded, and this
they have agreed to.

SIMLA, C. SOMERS COCKS.
The 1st April 1905. }
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of April 1905, regarding
external affwirs relating to Arabia.

[Nors.—This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarantee.]

ARABIA.
(ADEN))

1. Aden delimitation.—On the 20th
April, Mr. Fitzmaurice telegraphed that the
Ottoman Commissioner had signed the pro-
ceedings that day to the effect that—

(1) The lien is on the territory adjoining
and to the north of the Numen-Murad bound-
ary line.

(2) The basis of the mnorth-east demarca-
tion is in general the true north-east line up
to the desert.

(8) Nawa, Rubeaten, and D’thabiani
belong to the Yaffai.

(4) The Aulaki and all its sub-divisions
and dependencies are British ; and that, as the
Aulaki claim suzerainty over Behan-el-Kasab,
Beda is the only serious gap, but it lies mainly
south of the true north-east line, and further
that the 60 miles of Subaihi frontier was
satisfactorily settled and signed.

(Paragraph 5 of Memorandum for March
1905.) Secretary of State on the 17th March
concurred in the proposals that the present
operations on the Subaihi boundary should be
limited to erecting at Sheikh Said the couple
of pillars necessary.

9. Tt appears that Sir N. O’Conor has
received from the Porte a written communica-
tion defining the territory on which there is a
lien, as the 550 square miles of Subaihi territory
described in the Memorandum which he
presented to the Porte on 11th August 1904
(see paragraph 1 of Memorandum for Nov-
ember 1904).

3. The Resident at Aden reported that
the death of Abdalla-ba-Haidard Mehdi,
Sheikh of the Alkrabi tribe, occurred on the
97th March 1905. No authentic intimation
has been received as to his successor.

(For proceedings of the Imam, see Turkish

Arabia.)

TURKISH ARABIA.

4. (Vide paragraph 8 of the Memo-
randum for March 1905.) Authentic inform-
ation has been received that Sana has
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. Tt is reported that
e ed for Mpbattalions
en from the
in reply,

surrendered to the
instructions have been issu
to be sent at once to the Yem
Aleppo districts. The Commander,

has protested. ]

5. On the 7th February, 2 Turkish
(see paragraph 3 of Memorandum for Decem-
ber 1904) relief column successfully forced its
way into Sana. On the 19th February, the
Turkish troops were withdrawn from the
important posts of Hajur and Tebjil. A week
later the rebels raided the Cazas of Anis
and Kataba. Three companies of troops at
Mansourie, in the Caza of Haraz, were obliged
to surtender. On the 22nd February, Kataba
and Ibb were besieged and communications
with the Taiz Sandjak were interrupted.
Anis and Yerim were also blockaded. On
the 2nd March, the important military centre
of Hijje was captured from the Turks, after
which the rebels pushed on towards Johor.

6. Hedjaz.—TFive thousaund Arabs are
reported to have attacked an Egyptian
caravan near Yembo returning from Mecca.
Seventeen of the escort were killed.

PERSIAN GULF.

Y. Maskat.—(Vide paragraph 1 of Memo-
randum for March 1905.) A despatch from the
Secretary of State has been received, directing
that the proposed new Treaty of Commerce
should not be signed without previous submis-
sion to His Majesty’s Government and forward-
ing the comments of, and proposals made by,
the Foreign and Colonial Offices and the Board
of Trade; but as it was not clear what action
was intended, the Indian Government tele-
graphed, on the 18th April, enquiring
whether the revision should be on the lines
only of the letter from the Foreign Office, or
whether the amendments suggested by zhe
Board of Trade should also he adopted.

8. (Vide paragraph 11 of Memorandu
a m
for January 1905.) The Jemadar who parti-
cipated in the slave trade has been sentenced
to three months’ imprisonment,

9. (Vide paragraph 12 of M
for November 1904.) p’.l‘he Secret::;rl(gfa nédt‘:l?l
for India telegraphed, on the 17th A r'?
1905, that the question of compensatip :
in connection with the murder of 5111],
crew of the 8. 8. “Baron Inverdale’ mif;li
be dropped. The Political Resident .
informed accordingly. i g

10. Tn his diary for the <
19th March 1905, Zhe Politic:\vleel?ﬁ
reported that news had been received
10th March from Sur to the effect that
u)nder the Cutch flag belonging to one L?‘lvéBSsel
Pershotum bound from Bombay for Sl nanr
wrecked at Roweis near Ras-el-Hadd T
the Arabs looted her cargo. L B

ending
esident
ed on the
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11. (7ide paragraph 12 of Memorandum
for January 1905.) In reply to a statement
that the Foreign Office had objected to Major
Grey’s action in moving the Sultan to refuse
facilities to the French Vice-Consul, the
Secretary of State bas been informed that
Major Grey did mnot act as described, and
that he only suggested to the Sultan that, owing
to the unsettled condition of the tribes and the
increase of anti-European feeling occasioned by
recent events connected with the island of
Masseerah, the Vice-Consul should be recom-
mended not to journey in the direction of Sur.

12. (¥7ide paragraphs 13-20 of Memo-
randum for March 1905.) The Indian Govern-
ment telegraphed to the Secretary of State, on
the 15th April 1905, that particular stress
should be laid in the British counter-case on
the inclusion of three men no longer living in
the French list of protégés ; alsoon the denial of
the Sultan’s sovereignty implied by the refusal
of the protégés at Sur to discuss their status
with His Highness; and on any specific cases
Customs evasion by French protégés. It was
suggested that an effort should be made to obtain
from the ¥rench the further details required
by the Sultan as to their protégés.

13. In reply to an enquiry, the Secretary
of State has been informed that there is
nothing to show that any reference was made
to the Sultan, or to the local authorities, pre-
vious to the landing at Gwadur in 1896 of a
British escort to the Perso-Baluch Frontier
Commission. It is not known whether any-
thing passed between the Governor of Gwadur
and the native telegraph assistant, but they
are, as a rule, in constant communication.

14. Owing to the arbitrators on both
sides not being able to agree upon an umpire
within the allotted time (vide paragraph 10 of
Memorandum for November 1904) the choice
will have to be entrusted to the King of Italy.

15. Musandim.—On the 81st March, the
Secretary of State telegraphed that no further
discussion with the Admiralty was considered
necessary with respect to the pattern of flag to
be flown from the flagstaffs erected in the
neighbourhood of the Musandim promontory,
and that, after consideration of the subject by
the Defence Committee, His Majesty’s Govern-
ment had decided to rely for the protection of
our interests in the Persian Gulf on the state-
ment made by Lord Lansdowne in the House of
Lords, in May 1903, that His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment would resist by all available means
the establishment by any Foreign Power of a
Naval base in the Persian Gulf. No action is
to be taken until the Hague Tribunal has
given its award on the Maskat case.

16. Koweit and Nejd.—(Vide paragraph
12 of the Memorandum for May 1904.) The
Secretary of State has been asked whether the
time has not come when it should be intimated
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to the Turkish Government, as authorised in

May 1904, that their right to maintain a

station on Bubiyan cannot be rejc.ogmsed,

and that the establishment of a British post,
on behalf of the Sheikh of Koweit, on the
northern end of the island will have to be
considered unless their troops retire.

17. The Sheikh of Koweit’s Basra Agent
is being better treated, and instructions have
been sent to Sir N. O’Conor to continue to
press his release when an opportunity presents
itself (vide paragraph 21 of Memorandum
for March).

18. A temporary beacon erected by the
British India Steam Navigation Company at
Koweit is, with the Sheikh’s assent, to be
changed into a permanent one at the expense
of the Government of India.

19. (Vide paragraph 13 of Memorandum
for January.) His Majesty’s Government
have approved of Captain Knox temporarily
taking over the charge of the Vice-Consulate
of Ahwaz. The Assistant Surgeon and the
office staff are to remain at Koweit.

20. Major Cox having stated that Sheikh
Mubarak might, perhaps, approach him as to
a visit to India next autumn when he (the
Sheikh) would hope to be received by the
Viceroy, a reply was given to the effect that
His Excellency saw no objection to a visit of
Sheikh Mubarak to India during the coming
autumn, and would be prepared to receive the
Sheikh.

21. The Turkish Ambassador has com-
plained of Major Cox’s action in connec-
tion with the grant of protection to Koweit
subjects. His Majesty’s Government have
informed Sir A. Hardinge that the Persian
Government should not be apprised of the
precise details of the agreement with the
Sheikh of Koweit, as these have not been
communicated to the Porte or to other Powers,
and that he should proceed on the lines that,
although the Sheikh has relations with the
Sultan of Turkey, he enjoys a large measure
of practical independence ; while His Majesty’s
Government have special arrangements with
him under which they have undertaken to
afford him  their good offices (zide para-
graph 72 of Memorandum for March).

22. The survey of the Khor Khali
the Bahrein coast hgs been completed. lytah?f;
been found difficult of approach by heavy
glmught vessels, and will not prove of strategic
importance (vide paragraph 20 of Memorundim
for November 1904). The R.L.MLS. “Investi-
gator’ has completed the survey of the Koweit
Harbour (vide paragraph 10 of Memorandum
for December 1904). The < Investicator *
left Bushire on the 5th April for the z’Shmt-
el-Arab to move the buoys to the dee
water channel across the bar. A notice to
mariners has been issued, and the Political
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Resident in the Persian Gulf has been told
that he may notify the matter to the Foreign
Consuls. The buoys, with the exception of
the inner buoy wnich is mnearly equidistant
from the Turkish and Persian shores, are
outside territorial limits.

23. It is reported that, on or about the
1st March, a little way from Basrah, a Koweit
boat was attacked by pirates, the Nakhoda and
a boatman were killed and robbed of their
money. A Bahrein boat is also reported to
have been attacked by Basrah robbers in
the river; the Nakhoda, a Koweit Arab,
was killed, but the crew escaped. The owner
is seeking redress from the Turkish authorities.

24. A protest has been made to the Porte
against the credence attached by them to
every idle or exaggerated rumour which reached
them from local officials on the shores of the
Persian Gulf (vide paragraph 19 of Memo-
randum for February).

25. (Vide paragraph 25 of Memorandum
for March.) Sheikh Mubarak, who returned to
Koweit on the 27th February, states that Ibn
Saud explained in his interview with the
‘Wali his desire to work in harmony with the
Turkish Government, but stated his determin-
ation resolutely to resist Ibn Rashid. The
Wali produced a telegram from Constantinople,
in which it was settled that Ibn Rashid was to
have nothing to do with Nejd affairs; that
the Turkish Government would seize Bl Kasim,
to which Ibn Saud made no objection ; and that
Sheikh Mubarak should be a party to the
agreement. To this the Sheikh refused to con-
sent on the ground that Nejd matters should be
settled between the Wali and Saud alone.

26. The Turkish Government intend to
place military posts at Aneyza and Boreyda,
but not at Riadh. Ibn Saud, as well as Ibn
Rashid, are to receive salaries from the Turkish
Government.

27. Sheikh Mubarak declares that he has
refused to abandon his relations with the British
Government, though asked to do so by the Wali
of Basrah. The Sheikh has reiterated to the
Resident his promise not to interfere with
Nejd affairs, and his desire to fulfil his
obligations with His Majesty’s Government.

28. Sheikh Mubarak denies that there
has been any importation of rifles into Koweit
by Mons. Goguyer. No rifles are said to go to
Nejd where the markets are fully supplied (vide
paragraph 23 of Memorandum for September
1904;).

29. Nejd.—With respect to the move-
ments of the Turkish expedition towards Nejd,
no definite news has been received, but it is
reported that the force has been weakened by
desertions. The Mushir of Baghdad, with a
force of 500 foot and 100 horse, is reported to
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have reached Lina on the Dahna (Ir'a}g side)
and to have sent messengers to conciliate the
people of El Kasim before proceeding further
on his journey. Further, the authorities at
Basrah are said to have been or_de_n'ed from
Constantinople to supply provisions and
transport to enable the Turkish forces at
present at Wakisah, situated 100 miles toward
Kasim on the Nejef-Kasim road, to join those
with the Mushir at Lina 170 miles further.
Raids to the east of Kasim are being made
by the Amir (Ibn Rashid ).

30. Bahrein.—In view of the represent-
ations made by the Government of India with
respect to the piracies committed by Ahmad-
bin-Selman, His Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires,
Constantinople, presented (13th January) a
Memorandum drawing attention to the non=
arrest of the culprits, and asking for an
assurance that orders would be sent providing
for the cessation of such acts of piracy, for the
immediate arrest of the marauders, and for the
recovery of the plundered property. The
Embassy have been assured that their wishes
will be complied with, and the Wali of Basrah
has been given instructions accordingly (vide
paragraph 21 of Memorandum for February).

81. Lord Lansdowne has informed the
Turkish Ambassador that it was a matter
of common knowledge and well known to
the Turkish Government that His Majesty’s
Government had direct relations with the
Sheikh of Bahrein, and that the island and its
natives are under British protection (vide
paragraph 26 of Memorandum for March).

32. El Katif.—Nejib Pasha, the newly

appointed Mutessarif of Hasa, is reported to

; have arrived from Basrah and taken up his
duties in Katif and Hassa.

83. drab Ooast.—On the 17th April, a
despatch was received from the Secretary of
State respecting the policy to be pursued in order
to prevent any interference by foreign enter-
prise with the rights enjoyed by the tribes under
British protection in the pearl fisheries on the
Arabian coast of the Persian Gulf. The Law
officers of the Crown have arrived at the
following conclusions, viz. :—(1) that the rights
of the tribes in such waters may justly be
con'sldered territorial ; (2) that outside terri-
torial waters, the exclusive rights of the tribes
might be maintained to banks in regard to
which their exclusive possession is L-::apa‘ble
of historical proof, but that this latter
point is mnot fres from doubt; (3) that as
to the deeper non-territorial waters there
wpuld be no reasonable chance of assertin
with success the right of the tribes to deba%
oth.e}' nations from dredging ; (4) that the
British Government have g right to act

= ¢ g ct as
guardians of the chiefs’ rights; (5) that
foreign intrusion had better be prevente‘d

¢l
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not by forcible measures, but by such indirect
measures as the cutting off supplies, &ec.
The Secretary of State is opposed to the
question being raised internationally.

34. A Frenchman [Mons. Faston Pench
(sic.)] visited Debai in March and put up
in the house of the British Indian Steam
Navigation Company’s Agent, but as the
people objected to his staying in their
midst he had to leave there. He states that
he has been deputed by a French company
to inspect the ports in the Persian Gulf and
the Oman Coast, and collect trade information.

35. General.—With respect to the
supply to His Majesty’s Embassy at Constanti-
nople of reports, by Consular officers in the
Persian Gulf, of the sanitary condition of their
ports, Major Cox has suggested to Sir Nicholas
O’Conor the advisability of arrangements being
made for the Quarantine Medical Officer at
Basrah and the Residency Surgeon at Bushire,
as Chief Quarantine Officer in the Gulf, corre-
sponding direct with each other about quaran~
tine matters (vide paragraph 18 of Memo=
randum for January).

36. Quarantine was removed against
Koweit on the 20th January.

S1MrA ; C. SOMERS COCKS.
The 1st May 1905.
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of May 1905, regarding
external affwirs relating to Arabia.

[Nore.—This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarantee.]

ADEN.

1. (See paragraph 1 of the Memo-
randum for April 1905.) Mr. FitzMaurice, on
the 16th May 1905, submitted a copy of his
report, the signed proceedings, maps with the
boundaries marked thereon, and detailed des-
criptions of the frontier from Khurj to the sea,
all duly signed by the Ottoman Commissioner.

2. As regards Beda, the Resident at
Aden is engaged in the resumption of negotia-
tions with a view, if possible, to overcome Ali
bin Ahmed al Rasasis’s (cousin of the titular
Sultan who is non compos mentis) reluc-
tance to visit Aden, or, if possible, to arrange
for the Sultan’s son and some of the leading
Sheikks to come with the authority and seal
of the Sultan to sign a treaty on his behalf.

3. (See paragraph 3 of the Memo-
randum for April 1905.) Sheikh Fadthl bin
Abdulla, younger son of the late Abdulla ba
Haidara Mehdi, has been elected as Sheikh of
the Akrabis, and is permitted to enjoy the
stipend received by his late father.

4. It was proposed during the month to
abolish the military post at Nobat Dakim,
being very unhealthy, and to hand the same
over to the Haushabi Sultan, with the duty of
protecting the road between Aden and Dthala.
The Resident at Aden has been directed
thoroughly to satisfy himself, and report further
ag to the ability and intention of the Sultan to
fulfil the obligations imposed upon him, on
lines similar to that concluded with the Amir
of Dthala (vide paragraph 2 of the Memo-
randum for February 1905) before anything
final is settled.

5. It has been decided that the strength
of the garrison at Dthala will, in future, be
half a battalion of British infantry and four
guns Camel Battery.

(For proceedings of the Imam, see under
Turkish Arabia.)

TURKISH ARABIA.

6. Owing to the seriousness of the insur-
rection in the Yemen, it has been decided to
call out eight more battalions of Redifs, making
a total of thirty-two battalions, on their way
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to reinforce the Sana Relief Expedition (vide
paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Memorandum for
April 1905).

7. Tt was reported that an attack was
anticipated on Kataba by the Imam, and 'that
the garrison numbered 500 Turks and Syrians.
A later report stated that, in view of the strong
position of the Turks at Menakha, t]]e antici-
pated attack on Kataba appeared unlikely.

8. Murkish deserters are flocking into
the Aden Protectorate and are being deported
by the Resident to the Piraeus, as His
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Cairo
objects to their landing in Egypt.

9. The Resident, Aden, reported on 12th
May 1905 that the Kaimmakam of Kataba,
anticipating removal from office, had resigned,
and was proceeding to Aden. The Resident
has instructions to treat him with consideration.

10. The Turkish Government, it is report-
ed, no longer intends to rely solely on military
measures for the re-establishment of order in
the Yemen, It has mow been proposed to
place a considerable sum of money at the
disposal of the Commander-in-Chief for the
purpose of buying over the principal Sheikhs.

11. The Council of Ministers have drawn
up a report dealing with the despatch of a
Reform Commission to the Yemen with pro-
posals for its division into four Vilayets, the
formation of an Army Corps, and of a police
and gendarmerie force of natives of the prov-
ince.

| 12. An Imperial Iradé has been received
at Damascus for the immediate survey of the
country between Ma’an and Akaba with a
view to the construction of a railway connecting
these two points. The distance from Ma’an
to Akaba—as the crow flies—is (about) 70
miles (vide paragraph 5 of the Memorandum
for January 1905).

13. A contract hasbeen concluded by the
Secretafry .of State for India with the Euphrates
and Tlgl'ls Steam Navigation Company, to
take effect from the 1st May 1904, and con-
tinue in force up to the 13th April 1914, for

the conveyance of mails between Baghdad and
Basrah.

PERSIAN GULF.

14. Maskat.—(Vide paragraph
Memorandum for April 1905?) At g)he re?]ue(s)tf
of the Government of India, Major Cox sub-
mitted a report, with his recommendations on
the various points which have arisen out of the
Masseera incident. In reply, he was told on
the 25th May that, in view of the question of
compensation having been dropped, there
seemed to be no good reason for furtht’ar com-
plying with the Sultan’s request for the refund
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of part of the coal expenses incurred by him in
the course of his trips to Masseera, and that, as
regards the release of the prisoners connected
with the affair, he should request the Sultan
to inform them and their relatives that their
best way of securing a speedy release will be
for the Jennebeh and other tribes to deliver
up the murderers whom they are now harbour-
ing. Major Cox was asked to report again on
the latter point in due course.

15. (7:de paragraph 11 of Memorandum
for April 1905.) The Political Agent was
informed on the 2nd May, in reply to a
telegram received from him on the subject,
that, if consulted by the Sultan, he should
advise him frankly to tell the French Consul
that, pending the Hague decision, he would
prefer to lend his steamer (required by Mons.
Billecocq for his projected journey to Sur)
neither to the French nor English Consul, for
fear lest such action may be misinterpreted in
favour of either party.

16. Subsequently, Major Grey reported
that a French flagship called at Maskat, and
left on the 16th May for Sur with the French
Consul on board. H. M. S. “Lapwing”’ was
present at Maskat on the occasion.

17. Major Grey telegraphed on the 11th
May that he had received news from Merbat to
the effect that 13 ships-of-war, supposed to be
Russians, anchored there, about three weeks
ago, for two days. Some persons went ashore,
but no harm was done by them. The message
was repeated to the Naval Commander-in-
Chief, East Indies Station.

18. Intimation was received of the land-
ing at Galag on the Persian-Makran coast,
between January and February, of two lots of
arms and ammunition for conveyance to
Afghanistan via Seistan, consisting of 1,500
Martini-Henry rifles and 20,000 cartridges. A
large traffic in arms is said to exist between
Maskat and the Perso-Baluchistan ports.

19. (Vide paragraphs12-14 of the Memo-
randum for April 1905, regarding the Maskat
Arbitration case.) The French counter-case
was received by the Home Government
on the 3rd May. It is alleged therein that
in the British case an incorrect version has
been inserted of the notification issued by the
Sultan on 15th June, prohibiting the use of
French flags by his subjects. The local officers
have explained the circumstances under which
two versions of the notification were issued by
the Sultan, one of which, é.e., that in which the
prohibition might be held to imply a threat to
past flag-holders, is contained in the British
case, while the other (i.e., the one in the
French case) seemed to confine the prohibition
to future flag-holders. These explanations
were repeated to the Secretary of State, with a
statement that the French apparently intend
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to argue that the Sultan, by saying he would
not permit his subjects to accept French flags
in future, meant to imply that he had permitted
them in the past. To meet this contention
the Government of India were of opinion
that the line of argument should be as
follows. Whichever notification be accepted,
and whatever the exact translation of the Arabic
text of it, both were, from their wording, clearly
prospective in effect. But no inference about
the past could be deduced from this, because, at
the time when the notifications were issued,
the Sultan had just previously wiped out the
past by receiving from the Suris an agreement
Tesigning their French flags and was entitled
to hold that at the moment no French flag-
holders remained, since all had ostensibly
resigned their claims to protection from the
French. The text of the original notification
asked for by the Secretary of State has been
sent home, along with a mass of documentary
evidence in support of our contention.

On receipt of copies of the British
and French counter-cases, Majors Cox and
Grey telegraphed on the 24th and 25th May,
offering certain comments on the French case.
Their statements have been repeated to the
Secretary of State with the endorsement of the
Government of India.

(Vide paragraph 14 of Memorandum for
April 1905.) The King of Italy has, it is
understood, selected Professor Lammasch of
Vienna as Umpire.

20. Musandim.—The Secretary of State
telegraphed (5th May) that, in the British
counter-case presented to the Hague Tribunal
the following statement was recorded as to the;
limits of Maskat territory : —=The coast from
Kalba to Dibba is claimed by Shargah, and
has been regarded for many years as a féuda-
tory 9{ the Sheikh, and as subject to the
maritime truce. This territory has never
been under the sovereignty of Maskat. The
coast from Dibba to Tibba is claimed b
the Sultan 'of Maskat, who has certainly
b?fore a_nd since 1862, exereised authority by
his Wali and otherwise, and the Sultan’s ri hty
there are recognised by the Sheikhs of Shargcrali
and Joasim. Therefore, under these circl?
stances, Musandim being admitted to be Masl:n;,

| territory, the views of the Government af
| India were asked for as to the polic tol())
rp‘ursued as regards the flagstaffs erecstled .
! Telegraph Island and also on Sheep Isl 03
[ and the Maklab Isthmus. An answer wa; o
(11th May) that before replying the Go\vsent
ment of India would await the receint of er]?-
despa‘tch on the subject which they 1133,(1 bt ?
promised by the Secretary of State (viu een
gragh 15 of Memorandum for April) P
; 21. Koweit and Nejd. .

thet the Sheikh of Koweit pee, poy . ToPorted ’

been approached
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without avail, by the Wali of Basrah, for
permission to establish at Koweit a Turkish
Post Office, a Sanitary Office, and a post
of Ottoman troops; further, that the Turks
have been given an evasive reply to their
request for assurances from the Sheikh as
to his loyalty to the Sultan. The Sheikh
has been accused by the Wali of Basrah of try-
ing to win over certain Arab tribes to his side,
and of showing leanings towards the English by
his allowing them to open a Post Office in his
town. He has replied that he is the obedient
servant of the O.toman Government, and his
appearance with Abdur Rahman at the
interviews of 8th and 13th February was to
prove his submission (vide paragraph 25 of
Memorandum for April).

22. (Vide paragraph 19 of Memorandum
for April.) There is now no British offi cer at
Koweit, Captain Knox having had to leave
for England owing to illness.

23. A report was received (1st May) on
the trade in arms and ammunition at Koweit.
The Political Agent has been unable to get
any satisfactory replies from Sheikh Mubarak
respecting the matter, but from private in.
formation gathered, it appears that the trade
dates from Sheikh Mubarak’s usurpation
of the Chieftainship, his predecessor refusing
to allow anything of the kind through
fear of the Turks. The principal source is
Maskat, and the annual importation is
estimated at some 12,000 rifles, which are
distributed equally between Persia and Turkey ;
a small proportion of those for the latter
country going to the Bedouins and Nejd.
Mons. Goguyer does not do much of a trade
in this line (vide paragraph 28 of Memorandum
for April).

24. The Sheikh of Koweit has permitted
Barkash and Salim, the head Sheikhs of the
Tawala section of the Shammar tribe, with a
following of some 2,000 men, to settle down at
Jahra. The concession was sought owing to
the Tawala Sheikhs having fallen out with
Ibn Rashid.

25. Sir A. Hardinge in March last
discussed at length with the Mushir-ed-
Dowleh the question of the status of Koweit,
and pressed for the consent of the Persian
Government to Koweit Arabs being accorded
the same treatment as Afghans in Persia. The
Mushir-ed-Dowleh has promised to consider
the subject. His Majesty’s Government have
approved of the action, and have authorised
Sir A. Hardinge to use his discretion as to
taking further steps in the matter (vide
paragraph 21 of Memorandum for April).

26. A report has been furnished through
the Director of the Royal Indian Marine with
respect to the position and requirements of a
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protected boat harbour at Koweit for native
dhows. As no pressing need for such a con-

I venience was found to exist, the matter will

1 not be further pursued for the present.

; 27. Sir Nicholas O’Conor has been re-
quested to consider the expedieﬁcy Qf mffﬂ‘m"
ing the Porte that, unless the Turkish ,folr:e i
withdrawn from Bubiyan, His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment will be constrained to support the
Sheikh of Koweit in establishing a post on
the island (vide paragraph 16 of Memorandum
for April).

28. (Vide paragraph 22 of Memora’r,ldum
for April) R. I. M. S. «Investigator has
completed the work of moving the buoys In
the Shatt-el-Arab to the deep water channel
across the bar, and the requisite particulars
connected therewith have been notified in the
Bombay Government Gazette for the guidance
of mariners.

29. Nejd.—Ibn Saud and his father,
Abdur Rahman, have returned to Riadh.
1t is reported that the Mushir of Baghdad, in
charge of the expedition to Nejd, was joined by
the Turkish troops despatched from Medina at
Jibb. The force then marched to Kassim ; and
the inhabitants having been conciliated, the
force entered Boreyda on the 2nd/15th,
and Aneyza on the 3rd/18th April without
incident. The Turkish flag was raised at
Boreyda amidst general rejoicings and prayers
for the Sultan. Ibn Rashid was not connected
with the advance. Abdur Rahman has tele-
graphed to the Palace, expressing his loyalty to
the Sultan, and has, while complaining bitterly
of the tyrannies of 1bn Rashid, against which
the inhabitants of Nejd have complained,
asked for the favours of the Caliph to be ex-
tended to him as it is to all his servants. Ibn
Rashid, on the other hand, has been raiding
the tribes on the last border of Kassim, and is
reported to have controlled the desert robbers.
Otherwise he has apparently refrained from

| interfering actively with affairs in Nejd since
his defeat by Ibn Saud (vide paragrapfx 29 of
Memorandum for April).

80. Bahrein.—(Vide paragraph ¥
Memorandum for Apgil.) Ix? 1'eptl’v tI:) a ii})rgf
sentation made by Sheikh Ali, received
through the Sheikh of Balrein, requesting a
reconsideration of the decision as to Dhis
deportation from Bahrein, the Political Acent
informed the latter that the former must tfsirst
s‘urr.ender }1imself 10 a British man-of-war
Sheikh Ali took refuge with Sheikh Alial.
Thani of Katar; but not receivine a welcome,
went on to the Nayim tribe, and isbnow sta 'iuu"
with the latter in the interior of Katar, e’
31l. The Turkish Ambassador ing
on the authority of the Commgggier IL;;VT}T,
Troops at Baghdad, stated that, owing to the \
recent events at Bahrein, Sheikh Eza hag |
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declared himself to be a Turkish subject, the
Secretary of State was, in reply to his enquiry,
informed on the 22nd May that the reports
received from the Political Agent at Bahrein
gave no reason for supposing that there was
any truth in the statement. The matter is not
discussed at all by the public at Baghdad.

32. A temporary cairn erected by the
crew of H. M. 8. ‘““Redbreast” at the
entrance to Khor Khaliya, Bahrein, for the
convenience of mariners having been destroyed
by a gale, it has been decided to replace it by
a permanent beacon at the expense of the
Government of India.

33. On the 20th May, Major Cox
reported the appearance of plague of a mild
form at Bahrein. Twenty deaths have
occurred.

34. Arab coast.—(Vide paragraph 34 of
Memorandum for April.) The correct name
of the Frenchman who visited Debai is reported
to be M. Gaston Peroune. He is endeavour-
ing to open up business at Bushire and other
ports in the Gulf ; his attention is principally
directed to the pearl trade.

35. Major Cox reported (21st May) that
he had been approached by a M. Michel John
Hatinoglou, stated to represent the Sponge
Exploration Syndicate, Limited, for assistance
in securing a concession for sponge fishing in
the Persian Gulf.

Mons. Hatinoglou desired to secure
spunge, pearl, and coral concessions for the
Arab coast, and also for the Persian coast,
but the Political Resident, Persian Gulf,
not considering the papers produced as
sufficient authority, and suspecting his object-
ive to be the pearl-fisheries, suggested that
application should be made to the Foreign
or India Office in London. The Syndicate
appears to be composed of foreigners, though
it has been registered in Hngland. The
matter is, it appears, now before the Foreign
Office.

36. Katif and Hassa.—News has been
received at Bahrein that, on the expiry of the
old contract. the Katif and Hassa Customs
have been refarmed to Ali-bin-Faris and Ali-

i bin-Mansur-bin-Akhwan for one year for
T.£€18,500, plus an annual subsidy of
T.£487% paid to the Ejman and Al Marra
tribes.

37. Katr.—1t is reported that Sheikh
Ahmad-bin-Thani, accompanied by some Beni
Hajirs and Al Marras, attacked the Ajman,
Beni Hajir, and Amayir tribes in their en-
campment on the north side of the Hassa
district, and returned with some spoil.

38. Tamb—The Persian Government
have objected to the Sheikh of Shargah erecting
buildings on the island of Tamb, and have
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asked that work thereon be stopped until
the question of ownership has been discussed
and  settled with Sir A. Hardinge. His
Majesty’s Minister has explained that, if the
matter is further pressed on the receipt of the
report called for from Major Cox, if will entail
the revival of the British contention as to the
ownership of Sirri (vide paragraph 17 of
Memorandum for July 1904).

39. General.—In view of the decisions
recorded in the Paris Sanitary Convention,
1903, the question of the establishment of a
sanitary depot on the island of Ormuz has
been under discussion. Sir A. Hardinge report-
ed (st May) that the French Government
had informed the Persian Government, firstly,
that her proposal to substitute Persian for
Turkish flag and guards on the Toternational
Sanitary Station in the Persian Gulf should
be settled between the Persian and Turkish
Governments, and that, if all the signatories
of the Paris Convention concurred, it could be
recorded in connection with the ratifications;
and, secondly, that the proposed selection of
Henjam or another adjacent point instead of
Ormuz would have to be submitted to the
Signatory Powers for their unanimous sanction.
The President of the Board of Health at
Tehran has advised the Persian Government
to propose to the Powers Henjam as a sub-
stitute for Ormuz, and to solve the flag question
by constructing and maintaining, out of
Persian funds, a sanitary station there. This
last condition is considered by Sir A. Hardinge
as being fatal to the establishment of a station.

SIMLA, C. SOMERS COCKS.
The 1st June 1905.
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of June 1905, regarding
external affwirs relating to Arabia.

{Nore.—This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarantee.]

ADEN.

1. (See paragraph 3 of the Memoran-
dum for February 1905.) The Government
of India have now under consideration the
question of constructing a railway from Aden
to the interior, and have instructed the Gov-
ernment of Bombay to receive and examine
tenders from applicants who are willing to
take up the project.

2. In May 1905, the Resident at Aden
recommended that Sultan Mohsin-bin-Saleh
should be recognised as titular Sultan of the
Wahidi tribe of Balahaf in place of Sultan
Saleh, as the former was looked upon by the
local Sheikhs and Akils as their Chief, and
as the latter had concluded an arrangement
with Sultan Ghalib of Mokalla for the sale of
his share of the port of Balahaf contrary to
Treaty obligations. The Government of India
accepted the proposals of the Resident at Aden,
and instructed him to enter into a Treaty with
Sultan Mohsin-bin-Saleh, who would, in future,
be recognised as the titular Sultan of Balahaf.
A communication was to be made to the
Chiefs concerned that the Agreement with
Sultan Ghalib was null and void.

A pearl-fishing dhow, flying the Turkish
colours and proceeding from Farsan to Aden
with arms and ammunition on board, was
stopped at Ras Imran by H. M.’s “ Perseus ’,
but the Resident was instructed to release the
dhow, ascertaining her further destination, and
to warn the master against Janding arms within
the limits of our protectorate in future.

3. Aden has been declared free from
plague, and the Resident instructed to with-
draw the Regulations under the Venice
Sanitary Convention on vessels leaving Aden.

4. Theinflux of Turkish deserters to Aden
continues, and owing to Lord Cromer’s objec-
tion to their being transhipped at Port Said for
the Piracus, it was decided to ship them direct
to Trieste for transhipment to Piraeus. This
procedure proved very expensive, and the
Sccretary of State agreed, on 3rd June, to a
proposal not to discriminate in future between
deserters and other refugees from Yemen, but
to ship all alike to some Turkish port in the
Red Sea. The Resident has been instructed to
act accordingly.
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(See paragraph 2 of the Memorandum for
May 1905.) Negotiations for a protective
treaty with Beda are progressing.

5. (For proceedings of the Imam—
See Turkish Arabia.)

TURKISH ARABIA.

6. It is reported that Daoud Kl_mn,
Khani of the Kalhors, who on a previous
occasion deprived Mendali of water, owing to
the discontinuance of the presents formerly
received by him from the British authorities,
has announced that he means this spring to eject
from Somar the tribesmen from the Turkish
side of the frontier who settled there after the
withdrawal of the Turkish troops, and once
more to seize the water and prevent it from
reaching Mendali (vide paragraph 44 of the
Memorandum for August 1904).

7. An order issaid to have been issued
for the Angora Redif Division (sixfeen
battalions) to mobilise and hold itself in
readiness to proceed to Yemen. These form
part of the 1st (Constantinople) Corps, and
are the best fighting material in the Turkish
Army.

The total reinforcements for the Yemen
amount to forty-four battalions, forming a
total of 28,000 men, which, with the 5,000 re-
cruits sent from Mersina, will make 33,000, as
the complete strength of the new expedition-
ary force.

8. Mushir Ahmed TFezi Pasha, com-
manding the 6th (Baghdad) Corps, and until
recently in command of the expeditionary
force assisting Ibn Rashid in Kassim, is now
on his way through Medina and Yembo to
Hodeida to take command of the troops in
the Yemen.

9. Tt is estimated that 11,000
surrendered with Riza Pasha at Sana togez:rlll?;:-
with six battalions of artillery. ;

‘ Shakir Pasha, the head of th
Mission, is reported to have taken SvitlYle?llftrxi
£50,000.(Turkish) to buy over some of the
rebel Chiefs (vide paragraphs 6 to 11 of th
Memorandum for May, 1905). : :

10. The Imam has addres
the Amir of Dthala in which I?essgelis flﬁ?ir L
that the Brlti§h should observe strict neutralo'ltlS
ﬂPd not assist the Turks in any way a ai1 5.".
!nm. The late Kaimmakam of Katab}; s% 1tllS
intends to proceed into Yemen incognitoognz

not to go first to Beypt (vid o
of the l\femomndum fo};pMa:(;:/ lz)Oga)memph 0

PERSIAN GULF.

11.  Maskat.—(Vide parac
Memorandum for May 1905.13 rif:?ﬁhCo;ﬁ 10f
graphed, on the 8rd J une, that one more ofil?;
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Maseera prisoners had died, and that the release
of two others, who were sick, had been permit~
ted by the Political Agent, Maskat. Under the
circumstances, he hoped Government would
acquiesce in the release. He was informed, in
reply, that a decision was deferred pending
receipt of his reply to our letter of 25th May.

(Vide paragraphs 15 and 16 of Memoran-
dum for May 1905.) Major Grey reported
that, it having come to his knowledge that
a request preferred for the loan of the Sultan’s
steamer to enable the TFrench Vice-Consul
and his wife to return from Sur had been
refused by His Highness, he instructed the
Commander of H. M. 8. “Lapwing ” to call
at Sur and offer to bring Mons. and Madame
Billecocq back to Maskat. The “TLapwing”,
however, returned to Maskat without Mons.
and Madame Billecocq, who would not accept
the offer on the plea that a French mercantile
vessel was calling at Sur shortly, and that
they had arranged to return to Maskat by her.

(Vide paragraph 18 of Memorandum for
May 1905.) The following additional inform-
ation has been extracted from the news-letters
of the 4th and 11th May 1905 received from
Khan Bahadur Mirza Yakub Ali Khan,
News-writer at Herat, regarding the import-
ation of arms from Maskat:—

Monday, the 1st May 1905.—% * * *
* » o L i *  Certain

Lohanis, comprising Nasirs, Kharots, Suleiman-
khels, and Mahikhels, have imported some 700
Martini-Henry rifles with cartridges from
Maskat to Herat. They avoided the high
road, and on arrival at the Herat frontier
presented the Bandardar with a rifle and thus
got through.

They also gave a bribe of seven rifles to the
Herat Customs officials. So far they have
been able to sell here five rifles at 450 to 500
Krans per rifle with 100 cartridges. The
remainder they propose selling in the country
and in Kandahar. Last year some 600 rifles
were imported from Maskat probably by the
same men. & ¥ * L . W

(7ide paragraph 10 of Memorandum
for January 1905.) Major Grey has expressed
the opinion that it would be better not
to approach the Sultan on the proposed
change  in the currency, until he
has had an opportunity of discussing the
Customs question with the latter, but
that, should the Sultan himself introduce the
subject, he would of course deal with it.
Any initiative on the subject will, therefore,
be left to the Sultan until the Hague Arbitra-
tion proceedings are over (vide paragraph 12
of Memorandum for March 1903).

1t was anticipated that the decision would
be known by the 1st July 1905, in accordance
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with Article IV of the Agreement, dated
13th October 1904 (vide pnmgl‘nph 10 of
I Memorandum for November 1904), to both
L Governments; but now by a later agreement,
‘ dated the 19th May 1905, it has been left
to the Arbitrators themselves to settle tnhe date
for the delivery of the arguments which was
originally fixed for the 1st June 1905. This
will cause a delay in the delivery of the
judgment.

The nomination of Dr. TLammasch,
Member of the Upper Chamber of the
Austrian Parliament and of the Permanent
Court of Arbitration at the Hague, to fill the
post of Umpire has been confirmed.

Major Grey in a letter, dated the 19th
June 1905, reports having heard from Sur that
the French Vice-Consul, while on his recent
journey there, had collected all tl%e old French
flags from their holders, and given out new
ones in exchange.

19. Koweit and Bubiyan Island.—
(See paragraph 16 of Memorandum for April
1905.) On 31st May, the Secretary of State
stated that it was proposed to take an early
opportunity of approaching the Porte again
about Bubiyan Island ; and that, if the reply
were unsatisfactory, the question would have
to be considered of sending an Agent to Koweit,
with instructions to arrange for a post being
established on the island by the Sheikh. The
British right of despatching an Agent from
time to time to Koweit would be reserved
absolutely during the negotiations.

The Secretary of State enquired what
support it would be necessary to afford the
Sheikh for the establishment of a post.

After consulting Major Cox, the following
reply was given :—

Mubarak  welecomsd the idea of
est'al_alishing a post on condition, first, that the
British Government gave him full moral
support, informed the Porte that they recog-
nised his claim to Bubiyan, and assisted him in
instituting post. Secondly, Mubarak asked for
the following material support :—

(@) The maintenance of a Politi o
at Koweit as practical permanenc;.tmal St

(0) The oceasional visit s
to Koweit and Khor Abdulla.of i

(¢) The contribution by Briti .
men&;t of I(ils. R500 for er%ctiontlsoli (ir?:;l(ﬁ;

uarters, an s. 10 : e s o
i ;lnaintenunce. ot o guards
‘ 13. The Government of . .
! the full acceptance of t(i\esgndtlea;n?dwsed
pointed out that the cost of © WS, ilmd.
thanthe subsidy sanctioned in the § as1 i
of State’s telegram of the 17th Januareclfg%i)y
i.e., £200 per annum. It was added {hat the
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Sheikh had suggested more than one post, and
that, before the number or location of posts
were settled, a visit by Major Cox to Khor
Abdulla should be sanctioned.

Captain Mahon, R.E., has visited Bubiyan
in the course of an investigation on which he
had been sent by the War Office General Stalf
to examine the question of the eventual
terminus of the Baghdad Railway.

14. Tamb.—(See paragraph 88 of Memo-
randum for May 1905.) Major Cox reported
on 1st June that a visit to Tamb had convinced
him that the report as to the erection of build-
ings by the Sheikh of Shargah had not the
slightest foundation.

15. Musandim.—(See paragraph 20 of
Memorandum for May 1905.) A despatch,
dated 19th May, has been received from the
Secretary of State, requesting the views of the
Government of India as to the maintenance of
the flagstaff on Telegraph Island, which they
had previously sanctioned (see paragraph 15 of
Memorandum for April 1905). The views of
Major Cox have been invited (see paragraph
20 of Memorandum for May 1905).

16. DBahrein.—(See paragraph 381 of
Memorandum for May 1905.) The rumonrs
of Sheikh Isa having declared himself to be a
Turkish subject are supposed by the local
officers to be due possibly to the intrigues of
some of his relations with Mons. Peronne, a
Frenchman who was recently on a visit in
the Gulf (see paragraph 34 of Memorandum
for May 1905).

17. Plague has broken out in the island.
The epidemic is apparently gradually subsiding.

18. The Political Agent at Bahrein has
drawn attention to the open slave traffic
which flourishes at Bahrein, and has suggested
that, as a partial remedy pending the acquisi-
tion of more British influence in the island,
the Political Agent should be authorised
to free slaves without previous reference to
the Resident or to the Sheikh.

19. Nejd.—(See paragraph 29 of Memo-
randum for May 1905.) Telegrams, stated to
have been addressed by Marshal Feyzi Pasha
and by Ibn Saud to the Sultan, have been com-
municated to His Majesty’s Consul at Basrah,
according to which Riad, Washun, Sedyr, and
their dependencies have been made into a Kasa,
with Ibn Saud as Kaimmakam Appointments
have also been made in Kassim. Marshal
Feyzi and Tbn Saud are in Kassim, and Ibn
Rashid has returned to Hayil. The arrange-
ment would thus seem to be that Ibn Saud
is to govern Nejd nominally as Turkish official
and Ibn Rashid, Jebel Shammar; while the
intervening district of Kassim will be governed
directly by the Porte.
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90. Paris Convention of 1903 and
| Quarantine Stations in the Pe/:sz'.an Gw.l/.—
, ‘Doctor Faivre, of the French Mluut.ry Qt the
Interior, has wmade a visit of inspection 1 the
Gulf in connection with the matter. The
‘Persian Government are believed to intend to
adhere conditionally to the Convention, and to
ostablish a station at Ienjam, instead of
Hormuz, at their own expense. 1t is considered
unlikely that the idea will be realised.

91. British Quarantine Certificates in the
Gulf.—His Majesty’s Government have decided
that no action need be taken for the present
with a view to the acceptance by the Turkish
authoritics of certificates given as to the
sanitary scate of ports in the Persian Gulf by
British medical officers, and especially by the
officer at Koweit. The Turkish authorities have
already accepted certificates by the former.
His Majesty’s Consular officers at Bushire and
Basrah and the Assistant Surgeon at Koweit
have received instructions to report to Llis
Majesty’s Embassy at Constantinople on the
sanitary state of those ports.

SImLA, C. SOMERS COCKS,
The 1st July 1905.
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of July 1905, regarding
external affwirs relating to Arabia.

[Nork.—This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarantee.]

ADEN.

1. On the 28th June 1905, the Resident
at Aden received information that the S.S.
« Heathburn ”’ was stranded on the Arabian
Coast near Khor Omera, between Aden and
Perim. At the same time, information was
also received from the Perim Coal Company,
who are salving her, that the attitude of the
natives was threatening, and the Resident
in consequence despatched the R.I. M. S.
«PDalhousie” with a small detachment of
Native Infantry, under the command of a
British officer, to give the necessary protection
to life and property. From the report of
the Commander of the ¢ Dalhousie”, it
transpires that the fears of the salvage party
were unfounded, as the tribesmen’s intentions
seemed peaceful, and they came to the shore
merely in the hopes of picking up some
wreckage.

9. Colonel R. I. Scallon, C.B., C.I.E.,
D.S.0., hasassumed charge at Aden, as General
Officer Commanding and Political Resident,
on the 15th June 1905, from which date
Major-General H. M. Mason proceeded on
four months’ leave.

3. The Political Officer at Dthala has
submitted proposals for the establishment of
a temporary dispensary at that place, with the
object of giving free medical attendance to
any Arabs who may come in for treatment,
and thereby establishing a greater influence
with the tribes in the interior. These proposals
are now under consideration.

4. (See sub-paragraph 4 of paragraph
1 of Memorandum for April 1905.) The
Assistant Resident at Perim informed the
Resident at Aden that a certain number of the
tribesmen in the vicinity of Sheikh Said,
belonging to the Maiba, Hakami, and Moza
tribes, on the Turkish side of the border, are
now raising objections to the recent erection of
boundary pillars at ~Sheikh Said without
their being consulted. The complainants
have been told to submit their representations
to the Turkish authorities within whose terri-
tories they reside. The Resident has no reason
to think that the objections are of any real
consequence.
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officers from the |

5. Two Turkish ty proceeded to Aden

garrison ab Katalf.a recen
to purchase supplies.

i 6. Tt was decided during the mf(tmtl‘l ]1{32 ‘
recall the half battalion, 94th 5 usse &
Infantry, from Aden, and to replace ]emThiq
a whole battalion of Native Infantry o .
small increase was considered advisable o
political grounds. g

7. The Secretary of State telegraphed on
the 19th July 1905 that it was understood frl'i)m
a letter addressed to the Governmgnt of Bombay
that the Government of India no longer
recommended the erection of additional pillars,
and that Mr. Fitzmaurice was of opinion that
the alternative proposal to improve the exist-
ing pillars along the Amiri border would cause
trouble with the Turks, who would acouse the
Anmnir of tampering with the boundary. In
these circumstances, he was not inclined to take
any action on Major Merewether’s report of
15th November 1904, and enquired whether
the Government of India were inclined to
share the same opinion.

8. The Secretary of State was informed-
in reply that the Government of India still
considered that the erection of additional
| illars would be the best course if and when
| }’easible, and meanwhile the measures detailed |
in the letter to the Government of Bombay ‘
of 30th April 1905 should be regarded as
neeessary, not so much to improve existing
pillars, as to preserve them from disappearing
altogether. They adhered, therefore, to their
view ; and to prevent the benefit of demar-
cation being lost, preferred to insist on it being
the Amir of Dthala’s duty to repair the pillars
ann_ually; in order to prevent the accusation
anticipated by Mr. Fitzmaurice, it was thought
that formal notice might first be given to the
Turkish authorities.

(For proceedings of the Imam, see Turkish

Arabia.)

TURKISH ARABIA.

9. In connection with the question of
the status in the Ottoman dominions of sub.
Jeots of Native States in India, His M ajesty’s
Government have decided that the same
measure of protection may properly be extend-
ed to British protected persons abroad as to
British subjects, except in so far as the richt
or power to exercise such protection depe?lds
upon a tr.eaty, agreement, or statutory enact-
ment, yvhlch excludes or cannot he construed ag
including such protected persons, The measure
of protection which may be accorded must
depend upon the extent of the jurisdiction
enjoyed by His Majesty’s Government in the
country where the protection is desired With
regard ’to the  Ottoman  dominjons His
Majesty’s Government hold that til’ere i:
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nothing in the Capitulations to prevent them
from placing British protected persons on the
same footing as British subjects in the matter
of jurisdiction, and they consider that the
Ottoman Order in Council of 1899 in its defini-
tion of British subjects plainly asserts this
right, which bas not been disputed by the
Turkish Government.

10. (7ide paragraphs 7, 8, and 9 of the
Memorandum for June 1905.) It is reported
that Lieutenant-General Kyamil Pasha, Com-
manding the Redifs of the Damascus Army
Corps, who left for the Yemen in order to
preside over the court-martial which was to be
held in that province, returned to Damascus
from Port Said on the plea of ill-health. It is
understood that his colleague, Major-General
Ali Mansour Pasha from Aleppo will succeed
him.

11. News has reached the Turkish Gov-
ernment that the insurrection in the province of
Assir, where the Sheikh Ali-bin-Ayiz is reported
to be inciting the tribes to revolt and to be
blockading Ebha, the capital of the Sanjak,
has again assumed alarming proportions.
Energetic military measures have been decided
upon, and the 19th (Karput) Nizam division
of the 4th Army Corps, is to be sent to Confudah,
eight battalions being ordered to march at
once to Alexandretta for embarkation. The
strength of these battalions is to be raised to
1,000 men each, by calling out the men of the
active reserves to rejoin the colours.

12. After making a liberal allowance
for casualties and deaths during the siege of
Sana and desertions, the present strength of
the Turkish army in the Yemen is estimated
roughly at 40,000 men. The force is said to
have suffered a loss of quite 20,000 men from
all causes since the outbreak of the present
rebellion. There has been an exchange of
telegrams between the Imam and the Sultan
for some time past with the result that Sheikh
Muhammad Dalal, hitherto exiled in Rhodes,
and Mahmoud Bey have been ordered by an
Imperial Irade to proceed to Sana, where the
Imam has now arrived. The hope is enter-
tained generally that some understanding will
be soon arrived at dispensing with the neces-
sity for further military operations.

13. It is reported that tbe Turks have
abandoned Kataba fearing treachery at the
hands of certain Sheikhs in the district. A
proclamation is said to have issued from the
Imam to all the Sultans generally, announcing
to them his victory over the Turks.

14. Hedjaz—The Syrian caravan travell-
ed this year from Damascus to Maan by railway,
and thence followed the Haj route to Medina
and Mecea on camels (vide paragraph 6 of
the Memorandum for April 1905).
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15. Tt appears that military requirements
have diverted the attention of the authorities
from the Medina line to the one from Maan
to Akaba. The work of construction on this
line is progressing more rapidly than that
of Medina, and is expected to be completed in
one year (vide paragraph 4 of the Memorandum

for December 1904).

PERSIAN GULEF.

16, Mauskat—(Vide paragraph 7 of
Memorandum for April 1905.) A copy of the
final text of the proposed Tevised treaty of
commerce was transmitted to the Secretary of
State for India on the 2nd July for the
approval of His Majesty’s Government, prior
to its negotiation with the Sultan.

17. (Vide paragraph 11 of Memorandum
for June 1905.) Major Cox forwarded a copy
of a letter from the Political Agent at
Maskat, in which that officer suggested as the
outcome of report called for on the 25th May
last (vide paragraph 14 of Memorandum for
May 1905), in connection with the Masirah
incident, that for every murderer surrendered
one prisoner be released, the prisoners not so
roleased to remain in confinement up to a
period not exceeding three years from the date
of their incarceration. The proposals were
approved, and Major Grey was instructed
through the Political Resident to inform the
Sultan accordingly, but without mentioning
as yet the intended limitation of the period of
imprisonment to three years. A report was
also to be furnished to the Government of
India on the occasion of each surrender and
release.

18. [Vide paragraph 11(2) of Memo-
randum for June 1905.] Major Grey reported
that the French Vice-Consul with Madame
Billecocq returned to Maskat in a dhow on the
30th June 1905 (not 13th June as previousl
noted). Wlen asked why he did mnot 1'etury
in the “Lapwing ”, M. Billecoeq replied th: I:,
he could not make use of an English ves a1
while the present Arbitration case v?as ends‘se 3
although he saw mno objection to ué)inOP lillf:‘,
Sul'tarlx’.s steamer (which however was ref?lsed))(l
as, in his opinion, the ine :
with the A{)rbitration claﬁét;el' Eeso il iy do

19. [7ide parag
randum fo[r Juneplf)og.ljaph T ctMomo.
A good trade in arm :
in the south-east eorner ogf aﬁss:i;s to'}‘]}? il
are supposed to come from Ma'slnt : 31‘1113
procedure generally pursued is as foils‘f,lsn p ok

One or two men i it
and proceed to Maskat Szgt(l)llgf%om gle,lr homes
Charbar, whichever most convy iy Beor
Pt & venlent. Aft
an&mc purchased rifles, they hire a small boe:-:

make their way to some safe spot alo;g
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the coast, avoiding both Charbar and Gwadur,
thence proceeding mnorth. If necessary, they
purchase a few donkeys at Maskat and bring
them with them in a boat.

20. [Vide paragraph 11(5) of Memo-
randum for June 1905.] Major Cox repeated a
telegram from Major Grey enquiring when
the Hague Tribunal would assemble, and
whether the French could still send despatches
to be placed before the Tribumal, as he was
assured that the French Consul was still trying
to secure a confession of weakness from the
Sultan. ~ Major Grey further telegraphed
direct to the Government of India that the
point was that he could not reasonably expect
to be able to explain the delay much longer to
the satisfaction of the Sultan. He was informed
through Major Cox on the 25th July that,
according to the latest information, the argu-
ments were due on 10th July; the Tribunal
would meet on 25th July; and a decision be
given on 24th August 1905 ; hence despatches
now sent by French Consul would only be
available under paragraph 3 of Article III of
the Agreement of 13th October 1904.

21. (Vide paragraph 15 of Memorandum
for June 1905.) Major Cox telegraphed on the
14th July, in connection with the maintenance
of flagstaffs on Telegraph Island, that Major
Grey was of the opinion that, in the circums-
tances, there was no advantage in maintain-
ing a flagstaff, and considered that it might be
abandoned with the other two; but that, if for
any reason it was thought necessary to retain
it, he could arrange it with the Sultan. It
appeared to Major Cox that, if Henjam were
turned into a sanitary station, Great Britain
would want some other place at the entrance
to the Persian Gulf for a war signal station,
and Elphinstone Inlet might have been useful
for this purpose, instead of Khor Kawi ; but if
the reoccupation of Telegraph Island would
constitute a parallel to the Bunder Gisselh
incident, he saw no alternative but to abandon
the flagstaff for the present, and trust to seiz-
ing the locality when necessity for it actually
arises. In his opinion, our claims to the
island on telegraph grounds would be as good
ten years hence as they are at the present
moment. After considering the views of the
local officers, the Secretary of State was in-
formed by telegraph, on the 22nd July, that
it was proposed to defer, until the declaration of
the Maskat Arbitration Award, the actual
removal of the staffs on Isthmus and Sheep
Island. Their presence had hitherto attracted
the notice neither of the French nor of the
Sultan, and their removal now, or their consign-
ment to the Sultan’s care, might result in the
Tribunal’s attention being drawn to our pre-
vious action. There might be some advantage
in the retention of the Telegraph Island flag-
staff, as evidence that our right to reoccupy was
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tion of the Sultan’s

asser "
not affected by any iginal occupation.

reignty subsequent to origii
Zsl;):: thge éovern(}ment of Ix}dla were of tl(lle
opinion that the question might be dlsplulssa s
after the declaration of the Award, Wit 111?
Sultan. There did not seem to be any para 'eh
between the possible revival of the Brlt(lls
claim to Telegraph Island and the Bunder
Gisseh incident. The former would regemble
the revival of the claim to the station at
Henjam. 5

Since the issue of this telegram, it has
come to notice that the erection of the flag-
staffs has not escaped public attention, but
has been mentioned in an article in the 4!
Ahram, dated the 21st June 1905.

99. Koweit and Nejd.—The Political
Resident in the Persian Gulf writes, on the
16th July 1905, that the question of a new
flag for Koweit ships and of certificates to be
granted to the nakodas of these ships has been
discussed with Sheikh Mubarak, and submits,
for the approval of the Government of India,
specimen designs for the flag and forms of the
certificates.

The Secretary of State for India was
informed, on 18th July 1905, that Sheikh
Mubarak is agreeable to the establishment of
a coal depdt for the British India Steam
Navigation Company at Koweit, but Major
Cox has suggested that a site on Bubiyan
Island appears preferable from a political point
of view.

23. A memorandum from Mr. Gaskin
states that at Kassim the inhabitants appear
satisfied with the behaviour of the Turks,
among whose troops, however, desertions and
the loss of arms are of frequent occurrence.
At Koweit, owing to British interference in
affairs, property has increased greatly in value.
It is rumoured at Kassim that the Turks will
depute an officer to investigate the revenue,
and that the Dairat-es-Saniyeh intend to
build a railway from Basrah via Zobeir to
Fao. Zobeir is the centre of a large arms traffic,

24, His Britannic Majesty’s C
Basrap, reports, on 28th June, ghaty the %I:lsl};(ls’
are said to have reached Shehi, 80 miles south-
west of Boreyda, and are in great straits for
want of money and supplies.

. . 25. His Majesty’s Minis

intimates that the Mus}{lir-ed- Dovﬁgb aitnq;e];;in
ing of the status in Persia of Kov:'eit .éfrabs-
has stated that the Sublime Porte regard all
Koweitis as Ottoman subjects, and object t
any interference on their behalf by any otheg
Power. His Excellency has agreed to refer th
mat_ter, On our representation, to the Shah ang
to issue orders to the Persian Customs’ d
other officials to treat Koweitis less harshlyan

26. The 8. 8. “Lama* hag ;
of arms and ammunition at Kovv]:ilt].d B
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27. Proposals for the erection of suitable
buildings for the Agency are now under cons
sideration.

28. Bahrein.—His Majesty’s Minister,
Tehran, reports that, under advice from him,
the ““Terbiet ”’, a respectable Tehran journal,
has contradicted a false and malicious version
of the recent Bahrein incident published in
the Calcutta ¢ Habl-ul-Matin”’, to the effect
that it was a highhanded abuse of force by a
strong power against a weak one, that troops
had been landed at and had sacked Manama,
and that this action foreshadowed a policy of
violence by Great Britain against all the States
on the shore of the Persian Gulf while Russia’s
attention was absorbed by Far Eastern matters.

29. Assistant Surgeon Ghulam Ali Khan
has been despatched to Bahrein on plague duty.
Plague is reported, on the 11th July 1905, by
the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, to
have ceased in Bahrein, and quarantine restric<
tions to have been removed.

80. Major Cox telegraphed, on the 15th
July 1905, that two fresh piracies had been
committed by Ahmed-bin-Selman on 25th and
26th June 1905. The report forwarded by the
Political Agent at Bahrein shows the ineffectual
efforts made by him to capture or trace the
pirate.

81. As Major Cox has intimated on 17th
July the readiness of Sheikh Ali to surrender,
the question of the place of his detention is
under consideration.

32, General.—The Secretary of State for
India has been informed by despatch (29th June
1905), with reference to the alleged hindrances
to British trade in the Turkish ports of the
Persian Gulf, that on investigation no
evidence was obtainable to indicate that
foreign ships received preferential treatment.
The quarantine regulations, however, were
found to be unnecessarily strict and detri-
mental to British interests, and it was suggested
that His Majesty’s Government might find it
possible to secure some relaxation of the rules.

SIMLA, C. SOMERS COCKS.
The 1st Aug. 1905. }
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HMemorandum of information received during
the month of August 1905, regarding
external affwirs relating to Arabia.

[NOTE.—This memorandum is brsed upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarantee.]

ADEN.

1. (See paragraph 1 of the Memo-
randum for May 1905.) Sir N. O’Conor, on
the 10th June 1905, proposed that the Aden
Boundary settlement (vide paragraph 1 of
the Memorandum for April 1905) should
be placed officially on record by an exchange
of notes with the Sublime Porte, to which
would be attached copies of the maps, show-
ing the frontier as traced by the joint Com-
mission, and of the procds verbal signed by
Mr. Fitzmaurice and the Ottoman Commis-
sioner at Sheikh Said; and in regard to the
frontier north-east from the Bana River, that
it would be sufficient to insert in the British
Note a paragraph to the effect that actual
demarcation was postponed to a more favour-
able moment. These proposals were approved
by His Majesty’s Government on the 11th July
1905.

2. A proposal by the Resident at Aden
that he should visit™ Jibouti and Berbera to
confer with the French Governor, with a view
to securing his co-operation in the suppression
of the illicit traffic in arms from the Somali
Coast, has been approved after consultation
with the Secretary of State.

3. His Majesty’s Government have
decided that Sheikh Omar Basar, a native
of Shehr and Mokalla, who started trading
with Aden and Hodeida 21 years ago, but did
not become a permanent resident of the latter
place till about 18 Years ago, s.e., about
two years after Shehr and Mokally came
under British protection, is entitled to re-
ceive a British passport for Hodeida. His
Majesty’s Government have requested also
that necessary instructions should be issued
for the observance, in any other case that
may arise, of the following principle as to
the issue of passports for Turkey to British
protected Arabs :—

If a man who is entitled to British protec-
tion refrains from applying for such a protec-
tion for a long period, the delay may doubtless
afford reasonable ground for refusing to extend
it to him, supposing always that the British
local officials consider such a course to he
desirable, but, if they are not of this opinion,
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rotection mneed not necessarily be Wﬂ_fh-
fllc]a(l)d.P On the other hand, such British
protection should be limited to events OCCII:;-
ring after the grant of the British pas(sipob s
and the grantee should not be allowe ’tg
obtaining recognition as a British protgc ]f'
person, to escape the conmsequences O 18
actions while he was content t0 hold the
position of an Ottoman subject. It is for the
‘British local officials to decide whether, in such
cases as that of Omar Barar, the fact !:hat the
applicant, for his own purposes, abstame'd for
so many years from seeking the protection of
the British Cousulate at Hodeida and allowed
himself to be regarded as an Ottoman subject,
and that he applies for British protection only
now, when he has fallen out with the 'l‘urkl.sh
officials, should be considered to disentitl'e h}m
to British protection or, at least,_to ]ustlfy
some delay on our part in acceding to his
application for it.

The Government of Bombay have been
instructed aceordingly.

4. The Government of Bombay report that,
on the night of the 12th April 1905, a Greek
merchant, named Stephani Bali, who came
to Dthala owing to the unsettled state of
the country beyond Kataba, was murdered by
a gang of some 12 men, who decamped leaving
his servant bound and gagged. The motive
of the murder was, apparently, loot. The delay
in reporting the murder was due to the hope
of the Political Officer at Dthala that he
might secure some clue to the murderers. No
clue has, however, yet been found.

5. On receipt of a report from the Gov-
ernment of Bombay that the quarters at pre-
sent occupied by the Assistant Resident in
the Fort at Perim had been condemned, the
Government of India have decided to purchase,
at a cost of Rs. 40,000, the house of Mr., Turner,
late Manager of the Perim Coal Co., as beine
on the site on the Island most suitable for the
Assistant Resident’s requirements.

(For the proceedings of th
Turkish Arabia.I; 8 3 R

TURKISH ARABIA,

6. The Secretary of State f i
recently intimated thaty His Majesty’soéoiﬁfxlﬁ
ment were prepared to take the question of
supporting Sir W. Willcocks’ project in regard
to irrigation in Mesopotamia into comijder-
ation, and fxsked the Government of India for
an expression of their opinion on the whol
S\lb]ef!t, but with special reference to a sche 4
mentioned to the Sultan by Sir N. 0’Co 6
and also to the question of Indian contributlimr’
if any, towards the cost. Further, in the evg;llt’
of His Majesty’s Government thinking it
desirable, hf.z enquired whether the Gov%: 5 ;
ment of India could send a competent enrrimlaz;

(=}
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to report on the scheme. In reply, the
Government of India mentioned Mr. Preston,
Inspector-General, Irrigation, who could be
sent to report after his retirement in Septem-
ber 1905 from service in India, and stated
that the enquiry as regards an Indian contribu-
tion was not understood. They added that no
opinion could be formed as to the period of Mr.
Preston’s employment, or the precise nature of
the enquiry to be made, and that upon the
answer to these questions would depend the
question of the contribution, if any, to be paid
by India.

7. TItis reported that Abdulla declines
the succession to the Grand Sharifate of Mecca,
and that the choice now lies between two men
named Kassim and Sadik.

8. The Imam of the Yemen has address-
ed a letter to His Majesty the King-Emperor
through the Political Resident at Aden, com-
plaining of oppression and of the viciousness
and disregard of the religious principles of the
Islamic religion by which the Turkish officials
of the Yemen have provoked hostility. He
fears that the representations on the subject
which he has addressed to the Sultan have not
reached their destination, and he prays that
the King-Emperor will communicate his views
to the Sultan on his behalf. The Imam craves
a similar position of independence in Yemen
to that enjoyed by his ancestors, but he
acknowledges the suzerainty of the Sultan of
Turkey. The Turkish troops occupied Sana on
the 29th August without opposition (vide
paragraphs 10 to 13 of the Memorandum for
July 1905).

9. The Turkish authorities are reported
to have inaugurated, in the early part of the
month of June, a telegraph line from Maan
to Akaba.

PERSIAN GULE.

10. Maskat.—(Vide paragraph 19 of
Memorandum for July 1905.) Reports con-
tinue to come in from the North-West frontier
distriets of the importation of arms into
Afghanistan from Maskat and the Gulf Ports.

11. The Maskat Arbitration Award has
been rendered.

12. Musandim.—(Vide paragraph 21 of
Memorandum for July 1905.) The Secretary of
State for India telegraphed on the 16th August
that he had no objection to the proposal made
by the Government of India to defer, until
the declaration of the Maskat Arbitration
Award, the actual removal of the flag staffs
on Isthmus and Sheep Islands, but that the
question of the Telegraph Island would require
further consideration before any communica-
tion on the subject is made to the Sultan.
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. Koweit and Nejd.—In his telegram,
date(;l :zbe 17th August, the Secretary of State
for India announces that His Majesty’s
Government are mot prepared to take any
immediate action in the matter of I?ublya,n
Tsland, and desire to leave to Sir N. O Conor’s
discretion the question of approaching the
Porte. The Defence Committee will take the
matter into consideration when considering the
question of the eventual Baghdad railway
terminus.

14. A telegram from the Secretary of
State for India, dated 30th August 1905, states
that the Porte have issued an Iradé continuing
coaling privileges at Basrah to the British
Companies which have hitherto enjoyed them.
No further action is, therefore, necessary as
regards the depdt proposed to be established
at Koweit.

15. Advices from Nejd show that Ibn
Rashid has occupied Raas in Kasim, and,
in co-operation with the Turkish forces at
Shehiah, intends to attack Aneyza. Ibn Saud
is marching on Kasim. The Turkish troops,
as Shehiah are said to be much reduced
in strength, being less than 2,000 in number,
and owing to insufficient and bad supplies, are
almost unfit for service.

16. At Koweit Sheikh Mubarak has
ordered the arrest and imprisonment of all
Nassar Arabs either residing in or arriving at
Koweit.

17. Bahrein—On 2nd August, the
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf tele-
graphed to the Government of India that
Sheikh Ali, his brother, Muhammad, four of the
expelled retainers, and four servants had surren-
dered to the Sheikh of Bahrein, and had been
brought to Bushire by H.M.S. “Sphinx”,
Under instructions Major Cox hasretained the
party at Bushire pending the selection of a place
of final detention, Sheikh Muhammad has
elected to return to Bahrein to look after his
brother’s family and private affairs, and, on the
recommendation of Major Cox, it has been
decided to commute the sentence of banish-
ment pronounced against the four surrendered
retainers to one of six months’ imprisonment
in India. All expenses in connection with the
deportation of Sheikh Ali and his party and
with their stay in India are to be charged
against Sheikh Ali’s estates, 8

18. A communication from Ma;
dated the_ 30th July, appears to indi‘l(;,li‘ce %gax,t,;
thg Turkish officials have connived af th,
doings of the pirate Ahmed-bin-Selman, f ;
Anich in Katif was selected by him ag tl?r
residence of his family during his absence i
his raids. Details of the piracy of the 26(&:
June have been furnished by a fugitive
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slave of the pirate, named Salim-bin-
Mubarak, who has since been made over to the
Turkish authorities at Katif by the Sheikh of
Bahrein for the ostensible purpose of giving
evidence before them, and who has been cast
into prison. The Consul at Basrah has been
addressed on the subject of his release and
safe rendition. The Turkish officials at Katif
are reported to have arrested four of the pirate’s
followers, and are holding them as hostages for
his surrender or capture. A despatch, dated
81st August 1905, has been sent to the Secre-
tary of State for India, reporting on this
recrudescence of piracy and on the complicity
of the Turks; enquiring what, if any, reply
has been received from the Porte to the British
Embassy’s Pro Memorié of 26th January 1905;
and pointing out the need for providing the
Political Agent at Bahrein with a light draught
vessel.

19. It has been decided not to press the
use of the Trucial Flag on the Sheikh of
Bahrein.

20. Pirate coast.—The Derya Begi hav-
ing reported that the Chief of Shargah had
built some houses and hoisted his flag on Tamb
Island, Major Cox deputed Captain Trevor to
inspect the place, when the statement in ques-
tion was found to be baseless. Sir A. Har-
dinge has informed the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that
the question of Tamb Island cannot be
separated from that of Sirri, and has addressed
a memorandum on the subject to the Shah.
Major Cox points out the political and tactical
advantages accruing to the possession of these
islands. The Shah’s decision on the matter is
awaited.

21. General.—A reference has been
made by Major Cox to His Majesty’s Minister,
Tehran, on the subject of the murder of Abu
Thabi subjects by inhabitants of Taona in Fars.

22. The Marine survey programme for
1905-06 comprises the survey of Koweit
harbour, Khor Abdulla, Aden harbour, and
Bassidore.

23. A proposal by Major Cox that the
Trucial Chiefs should adopt for their shipping
a certificate similar to that for Koweit has been
forwarded to the Naval Commander-in-Chief
for his opinion.

24. With reference to the proposed insti-
tution of a Turkish steamship line in the
Persian Gulf, the Political Resident suggests
that the B. I. 8. N. Co. should take over the
Turkish mail contract for Hassa.

SIMLA, C. SOMERS COCKS.
The 1st Sept. 1905. }
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of September 1905, regarding
external affairs relating to Arabia.

[Nore.—This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarnutee.]

ADEN.

1. (See paragraph 1 of the Memorandum
for August 1905.) In connection with the Aden
Boundary Settlement (vide paragraph 1of the
Memorandum for April 1905), Captain M.
0’C. Tandy, R.E., on 17th June 1905, pointed
out certain discrepancies between the descrip-
tions and the maps signed by the Aden
Boundary Commissioners. His Majesty’s
Government referred the matter to Mr.
Fitzmaurice, who considered that there did
not appear to be sufficient necessity for alter-
ing the descriptions signed by the Joint Com-
missioners, and that the printing of the ratifica-
tion maps could, therefore, be proceeded with.

The maps have since been printed, and,
on the 12th September 1905, six copies sent
to His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador at
Constantinople for use in the final ratification.
Copies were also sent to the Secretary of State
on the 14th September, and attention was
again invited to Mr. Fitzmaurice’s services in
connection with the delimitation proceedings.

2. (See paragraphs 7 and 8 of the Memo-
randum for July 1905.) With regard to the
question of improving the existing pillars
along the boundary line near Kataba, the
Secretary of State telegraphed, on the 5th Sep-
tember, that Sir N. O’Conor agreed that
it was very important that the boundary
pillars along the Kataba frontier should be
kept in repair by the Amir of Dthala, but
considered that a Notification should not be
made by the Political Agent to the Kataba
authorities. If the Turkish authorities objected,
representations could be made by the Embassy
to the Porte.

3. On the 14th April 1905, the Secretary
of State asked for an expression of the views
of the Government of India on the report of
Major Merewether, the then Political Officer
at Dthala, recommending the grant of a stipend
to Muhammad Saleh, Sheikh of the Kotaibis,
upon his undertaking not to raise the question
of dues levied by that tribe on the Haber-
lain. Major Merewether also recommended the
grant of certain temporary stipends to the
Radfan tribes.

On the 31st August, the Government of
India expressed the opinion that no binding
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engagement should be made either with the
Kotaibi or other Radfan tribes, until it was
clear that the Amir of Dthala was unable,
with the support of the Political Officer, to
consolidate his position as paramount Ruler.

4. (See paragraph 5 of the Memoran-
dum for (Septe}z)nbe? 15()4.) On the 23rd Sept-
ember 1904, the Secretary of State asked for an
expression of the views of the Government of
India, at the expiration of one year, as to the
necessity for maintaining a Political Officer and
his escort at Dthala, and on the 9th February
1905 the Government of India expressed a
hope that the personal influence of the Political
Officer at Dthala might prove useful as a
means of conciliating the tribes.

The Government of India have now sub-
mitted to the Secretary of State their formal
recommendations on the subject. They still
think that there is reason to expect that, if
time be given to Captain Jacob to consolidate
his positionat Dthala, his influence may become
a factor of great importance in keeping the
tribes quiet and the trade routes open. Further,
that it will always be necessary to have an
officer on the spot to watch the conflict between
the Turks and Arabs on the other side of the
frontier, and prevent possible violations of
territory by either combatant, and intrigues
between them and the Amir; and they, there-
fore, expressed a decided conviction that the
experience of the last ten months had shown
the presence of a Political Officer at Dthala
to be indispensable, mot only on political
grounds as the pivot of a new system of deal-
ing with the Hinterland tribes, but also as

likely to prove the most economical policy i
the end. - ot Yatie R e

5. (See paragraph 8 of the Memoran-
dum for July 1905.) The Government of India
have sanctioned, for a period of four months
as a temporary measure, the establishment of
a dispensary at Dthala for the free treatment
of Arab patients who may come in.

6. Somali Coast.—At the request
Secretary of State, the Governmentqof Bo(;fllgl :
have been asked to instruct the Resident at
Aden to render such assistance, as may be
legally in his power, in giving effect in Aden
to certain recommendations Jointly made b
His Majesty’s Commissioner ‘for Somaliland
gznd qumendatore Pestalozza, as to the
imposition of provisional measures of Punitive

restrictions on the commer i
Rt s erce of defaulting

(For proceedings of th,
kish Arabia.) BEi0% Hhe sTmam, goe: ey

TURKISH ARABIA.

7. The Secretar
that he does not
moment to take a

Y of State has notifieq |
propose at the present |
ny action in regard to Sir
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W. Willeocks’ scheme of irrigation in
Mesopotamia, and will not in consequence
require Mr. Preston’s services. Sir N.
O’Conor  veports that the capitalists in
London, when approached by Sir W.
Willcocks, did not seem inclined to fall in with
his proposals, and suggested that he would
obtain more encouragement. both official and
financial, at Berlin. le intends submitting
his project to the Deutsche Bank and other
German financiers, and is going to Berlin for
the purpose of starting negotiations (vide
paragraph 6 of the Memorandum for August
1905).

8. The temporary passing of the Sheerifate
administration into the more vigorous hands of
Ali Pasha, has been hailed with relief by
the majority of the Hedjaz notables and mer-
chants and Bedouin Chiefs. It is reported
that the new Sheerif, Abdilla, who is of
advanced age and in ailing health, was to
leave Constantinople forthwith (vide para-
graph 7 of the Memorandum for August
1905).

9. The serious trouble in Assir is said to
have much diminished (vide paragraph 11
of the Memorandum for July 1905).

PERSIAN GULF.

10. Maskat.—(V7ide paragraph 17 of
Memorandum for July 1905.) It is reported
that, between the 21st and 27th August last,
one Nasir Muhammad, Ghelani, of Sur, accom-
panied by some other Suris, called on the
Political Agent to intercede for the Masirah
prisoners held in confinement as hostages for
the apprehension of the remainder of the
murderers of the crew of 8. 8. “Baron
Innerdale”.

11. (7ide paragraph10 of Memorandum
for August 1905.) Reports still continue to
come in from Baluchistan and ths North-
‘West Frontier districts of the importation
of arms from Maskat and the Gulf Ports,
On a representation from Major Cox, request-
ing that the Home Government may be
induced to take up the question with a view
to the French Government being addressed on
the modification of the Articles of our Treaties
with Maskat, under which the importation of
arms into Oman at present is unrestrioted, it
has been decided by the Government of India
to await the settlement of the Maskat Award
before proceeding again with the case. In a
further letter Major Cox reports that the local
Customs administration are well aware of the
amount of smuggling now going on, and are
doing their best to devise measures to stop it.
M. Goguyer, the French arms merchant
of Maskat, left for Bahrein on the 7th
August last.
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19. On the 22nd September 1905, the Poli-
tical Agent telegraphed that the Sultan had
asked for a further loan of Rs. 20,000 to
enable him to meet the expenses of sending
his son, Taimur, and others to the }Ia]. Major
Grey suggested that the opportunity be taken
to press upon the Sultan to accept the proposal
to appoint a Superintendent to be recom-
mended by the Government of India for the
supervision of his Customs administration
(vide paragraph 12 of Memorandum for March
1905). It was also reported that the Sultan
had discharged his Customs Superintendent,
Muhammad Ibrahim, and had appointed in
his stead the Bania Damodar Dharamsee, with
the 2nd clerk, Abul Nabi, under him.

Before considering these proposals, the
Government of India await the views of the
Political Resident.

13. (Vide paragraph 11 of Memorandum
for August 1905.) On the 5th September, the
Secretary of State telegraphed, in connection
with the Maskat Arbitration Award, saying
that the French Government had asked that
the status guo,including the right of tempor-
arily renewing licenses (remouvellements) pre-
viously granted, should be maintained pending
M. Laronce’s return to Maskat in October
next. The message was repeated to Major
Cox, who pointed out that to meet the
wishes of the French Government in allow-
ing temporary renewal of navigation licenses,
would both mitigate the effect of the Award
and delay its fulfilment for a year, as the
dhows concerned when once they have set out
with their renouvellements for their annual
voyages cannot ordinarily be dealt with again
until their return just before or just after
the next south-west monsoon. No action has
been considered necessary in view of the fact
that the matter had already been settled between
the Home and French Governments. A tele-
gram, dated 29th September, has since been
received from the Secretary of State, intimating
the departure of M. Laronce for Maskat, with
instructions to cultivate the most friendly" rela-
tlolllls and fco-:ﬁ)erate 1loyally with his British
colleague for the settlement i i
that may arise in Oman. S i

14, (7ide paragraph 12 of Me
for August 1905.) The ])Ii)rector, Indof?[é);?sgelzﬁ
Telegraphs, Persian Gulf Section, has been
requested to arrange for the removal of the
flagstaffs on the Maklab Isthmus and on
Sheep Islal}d by the * Patrick Stewart *’, with-
out attliagtxng notice, after consultatim; with
the Bntlgh Consul at Bunder Abbag who
however, is not to be present himself, :

15. Messrs, Strick & Co. havi
the sup.por}: of the India Office }'rllngﬂ?ziednfor
enterprise in opening a line of steamers to tehw
port of Marmagoa, the Secretary of Statz
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asked that their request be considered with
due consideration to their connection with the
trade in arms with the Persian Gulf and
Maskat. The Government of India were of
opinion that no political objections could justi-
fiably be raised in the matter.

16. Koweit and Nejd.—On the 19th
August, the Political Resident in the Persian
Gulf forwarded a copy of a communication
from S8ir N. O’Conor to His Britannic
Majesty’s Consul at Basrah to the effect
that a French expedition under the leadership
of M. Jouannin had set out from Suez
with the intention of proceeding to Koweit
via Arabia, The expedition had avowedly a
scientific object, and was nominally under the
authority of the French Ministry of Education,
but Sir N. O’Conor considered it likely that
there was some other end in view, presumably
one hostile to British interests, as one of the
members was Dr. Ali Zeki, who belongs to the
Colonial party of the mnotorious Anglophobe,
M. Deloncle. A subsequent letter from
Major Cox, dated 31st August 1905, intimated
that Sir N. O’Conor had been informed of the
termination of the expedition due either to the
breaking up of the party or to its having been
turned back.

17. A letter from Major Cox, dated
30th August, mentions a rumour to the effect
that Sheikh Mubarak had entertained thoughts
of treating with the Turks, but had been
dissuaded by Sheikh Khazal of Mohammerah.

18. Bahrein.—The Political Resident in
the Persian Gulf on the 19th August communi-
cated to the Government of India that a party
of French travellers had arrived at Bahrein
on 6th August 1905, ostensibly on matters
connected with the pearling industry, the
leader of the party, Mme. Nattan, having a
jeweller’s business in Paris. The travellers
were joined on the 11th August by M. Goguyer,
Sr., from Maskat, and called on the Sheikh.
Nothing is known of the nature of the
business transacted.

19. (See paragraph 17 of the Memo-
randum for August 1905.) After consultation
with the Bombay Government, it has been
decided to imprison the four surrendered
retainers of Sheikh Ali-bin-Ahmed in the
Central Prison, Hyderabad, Sind. Sheikh
Ali’s income has been fixed at Rs. 600 per
mensem and orders were issued to Major
Cox, on 16th September, to despatch the Sheikh
to Bombay, where heis to reside, and the
retainers to Karachi; a reference from Major
Cox, dated 26th September, stated that
the latter were expected to reach Karachi
on 27th September, and the former Bombay
on 29th September.

20. (Vide paragraph 18 of the Memo-
randum for August 1905.) The Political
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Resident in the Persian Gulf has reported
(20th August) that a further piracy has bee,n
committed by some of Ahmed-bin-Selman’s
following, resulting in the death of a boy.
This was apparently an act of retaliation
for the arrest of four of their comrades by
the Turkish officials of Katif. Major C_ox
is of opinion, after consultation with the Senior
Naval Officer, that it is impracticable to for-
mulate plans for the pursuit of the pirates, as
in the absence of a laanch no armed dhows
could be employed whether manned by Arabs,
or by Arabs and blue jackets. With regard to
the surrender of the slave, Salim-bin-Mubarak,
Major Cox thought that Sheikh Esa, who
had apparently acted through thoughtlessness
rather than deliberate intention, should be re-
minded that it was contrary to his treaty
engagements 0 correspond directly with the
Turks. In accordance with this suggestion, he
was directed to instruct the Political Agent,
Bahrein, to inform Sheikh Esa that in future
a sirict compliance with the terms of his
treaties would be expected, and that no indul-
gence would be shown to any violation of these
engagements. On 27th September, Major Cox
telegraphed to say that Captain Prideaux had
been to Katifin the  Sphinx” when, after
afriendly interview with the new Kaimmakam,
the slave had been surrendered and had since
been manumitted.

21. (7ide paragraph 20 of the Memoran-
dum for December 1904.) In regard to the
blpod-feud between Sheikh Esa and the Behaih
tribe, and the decision of His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment to leave it to the Indian Government
to inform Sheikh Esa at a fitting opportunity
that he could exact reparation himself from
the Behaih, Major Cox on the 9th September
wrote to deprecate any such action by Govern-
ment and to suggest that, if the Turks were
unable to inflict punishment on, or failed to
furplsh compensation, we should ignore Turkish
claims to authority in the Katar districts
and deal with the tribe ourselves.

22. (Vide paragraph 2
}-fxndu'm for March 19§5.)IJ It ’;p(}))feaﬁ‘l;etlll\g?go-
Turkish authorities in the so-called “Ne'dl’?
province have been unable to trace Jth
offenders in the piracy on two Bahrein b te
or to identify the locality of the incident. fel)’

23. On the 14th Septe
tary of State was addressedPbymgzz’p;}tlcehsecre-
rquested to obtain the approval otz and
Majesty’s Government to a draft letter h]‘ihs
the Governplent of India propose to sw oy
Major Cox, in which they lay down g s o
mately the limits of the British prot(? p St
over Bahrein and define the Pprinciples Wo}f'ate
§hoqld gu}de the Political Agent ath i
in his dealings with the Sheikh, g

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/450. Copyright for this page: Creative Commons Attribution Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100087951861.0x000056



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100087951861.0x000056?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

'Volume Il. MEMORANDA REGARDING OTHER EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 1905.' [41r] (86/228)

SRR

24. Major Cox was instructed in a letter,
dated the 4th September 1905, in connection
with the question of slavery at Bahrein, that,
as the Government of India have no intention
in present circumstances of administering that
State, all action taken to suppress slavery
must be through and with the co-operation
of the Sheikh. In this letter the Govern-
ment of India also authorise the Political
Agent at Bahrein to issue certificates of
manumission (in  consultation with the
Sheikh), and consider that instructions be
issued to him on the following lines :—

(1) that no efforts should be spared to
detect and suppress fresh importations of
slaves into the island ;

(2) that in the case of newly imported
slaves or of slaves who have been subjected
to ill-treatment by their masters, every facility
should be afforded for obtaining manumission i
papers ;

(3) that, save in case of ill-treatment, g |
no encouragement to apply for their freedom
should be offered to the numerous slaves who
are reported to have been long domiciled in
the island ;

(4) that in the event of slaves of long
domicile applying of their own accord for
manumission, each case should be considered |
on its own merits, due regard being had to the il
period which may have elapsed since import- |
ation, the reasons assigned for not claiming |
manumission at an earlier date, the treatment i
accorded in the past by the- slave’s master, i
the owner’s willingness to furnish guarantees
for proper treatment in the future, and,
finally, the importance on general grounds
of avoiding any widespread unrest among
those who have acquiesced in their lot and
whose sudden manumission in considerable
numbers might constitute a serious source of
embarrassment. The Government of India
also consider that Sheikh Esa be advised to
conclude an agreement with the Saiyids of
Hadd and Albu Felasa neither to buy, sell,
nor give away any slaves.

25. General.—Dr. Theodore Thomson’s
translation of the International Paris Conven-
tion of 1903 has been received, and arrange-
ments are being made for its distribution in
the Persian Gulf and Turkish Arabia.

S1MLA, C. SOMERS COCKS.
The 1st Oct. 1905. }
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Memorandum of information received during
the month of October 1905, regarding
external affairs relating to Arabia.

[Nore.—This memorandum is based upon reports, the accuracy of
which it is not always possible to guarantee.]

ADEN.

1. (Seeparagraph 4 of the Memorandum
for September 1905.) With regard to the per-
manent appointment of a Political Officer at
Dthala, the India Office intimated on the 27th
September 1905 to the Foreign Office that Mr.
Brodrick was prepared to sanction the recoms=
mendation of the Government of India ; and it
was suggested that the Turkish Government
should be invited to agree to an arrangement
whereby communications regarding border dis-
putes between the authorities of the British
and Turkish side of the recently demarcated
frontier of the Aden Hinterland should be made
through the channel of the Political Officer at
Dthala. Dthala was not only close to that part
of the frontier where disputes were most likely
to arise, but would appear to be conveniently
situated for communications with the Turkish
authorities at Taiz as well as at Kataba ; and
as the whole length of the demarcated bound-
ary was considerably under 200 miles, the
Political Officer should be able to visit any
part of it from Dthala without serious incon-
venience.

(For the proceedings of the Imam, see
Turkish Arabia.)

TURKISH ARABIA.

2. Thenature of the operations conducted
against the Arab rebels in the Yemen since
the occupation of Mefaq at the latter end of
July, is reported to have been neither import-
ant nor arduous. The chief difficulty through-
out the campaign has been a want of transport,
especially in the mountains. Kataba is now
held by 700 Syrians. Rauda, north of Sanaa, is
still held by the Imam, but Yerim and Damar
have been retaken by the Turks. One of the
four Zaidi tribes, Dthy Mahomed, is reported
to have placed itself at the Imam’s disposal
(vide paragraph 8 of the Memorandum for
August 1905).

3. In a memorandum, dated the 30th
August 1905, Lord Lansdowne stated that,
without an authoritative expression of opinion
from experts as to the desirability of developing
the resources of Mesopotamia, we were scarcely
in a position to encourage or discourage
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Sir W. Willeock’s scheme of irrigation. s
Tordship did not see how we could send an
expert to report upon Mesopotamia, as the idea
of sending an expert seemed to have been
founded upon the assumption that either the
Imperial or the Indian Government were likely
to put some money in the scheme. ]510 thought
that, if the project took shape at all, it would be
essentially a Turkish public work, p}-omoted by
European financiers. In this case, it would be
desirable that British financiers should take a
part in it, but even if the project was started
under German auspices, there was no reason
why a part of the capital should not be found
by a British group ; in which event encourage-
ment, short of a guarantee, would be given to
the scheme. Lord Lansdowne does not think
that the scheme will ever be started as a
British undertaking (vide paragraph 7 of the
Memorandum for September 1905).

4. The Secretary of State telegraphed on
the 3rd October, reporting that Sir N. O’Conor
had received information from Basrah that
German engineers were expected shortly at
Koweit via Bombay to enquire into the possi-
bility of railway construction, and had sent on
members to make arrangemeuts for their stay
there. He added that, if thereport proved true,
Captain Knox, who was expected to arrive at
Bombay on the 12th October, should, if possible,
reach Koweit before the Germans.

In reply to enquiries, Major Cox reported
on the 10th October that he had received the
same report from the Consul at Basrah, and
that the Senior Naval Officer in the Persian
Gulf, when interviewing Sheikh Mubarak
of Koweit, had asked him as to its truth
The Sheikh had replied that mo German
engineers had‘ been there lately, and that
he knew.nothmg about any being expected.
He promised, should he hear anything, to
report the matter at once. Major Coxb’has
asked the Political Agent at Maskat to watch
passing ships, and to telegraph should it hax/re
been found possible to obtain any information.
The Government of Bomb:

2854 Otober that mokhing o bas oo
£ Coititde inno ng so fgr was known of
Commissioner gf Peel"s 4y questlon,.but that the
! 'O ol.1ce had been instructed to
report immediately if he obtained any inf
ation. Captain Knox arrived at ]3) ?) b
the 17th October and left the sam On(; e
Karachi, presumably en route for Ke g
g . oweit. It
is considered that Captain Knox’
at Koweit is further desirable 0\»’?)12???}?2
ar . (=}
rangement reported by Sir N. O’Conor for

the establish P g s
at Rowai et of a Turkish postal official

5. General—Mr. W. B. D i
;‘Otlr?d Military Assistant Sur.gcnrfv%g]su}l)l("ca
ppointed to act as British Vicc-Comu;l
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Hodeidah, during Military Assistant Sureeon
Vice-Consul Richardson’s absence on leave for
six months.

PERSIAN GULF.

6. Maskat.—(Vide paragraph 12 of
Memorandum for September 1905.) The views
of the Political Resident on the application of
the Sultan for the further loan of Rs. 20,000,
and the conditions under which the Political
Agent recommended the loan should be granted,
were received by the Government of India on
the 2nd October. Major Cox was of the opinion
that now that the consideration, no longer
held good, which had caused us to strefch
several points lately for the Sultan in order
that no monetary difficulty might arise be-
tween His Highness and the British Govern-
ment pending the issue of the decision of the
Hague Tribunal in the French flag case,
it was doubtful whether it was expedient
to give the Sultan any more small loans for
specific purposes for the present. They were
not sufficiently large to enable us to obtain
any suitable quid pro quo for them, and
if His Highness still persisted in spite of our
advice in allowing his finances to remain in
an unsatisfactory state, and if there were no
specific political advantage to be gained from
the loan in question, further monetary favours
on our part would tend to encourage him in
his thriftlessness. He therefore proposed that
the only basis upon which he would recom-
mend the grant of a loan would be :—

(1) That a trained Customs official be hor-
rowed from the Government of India and
placed at the head of the Oman Customs; and
(2) that any loan shall form part of a satis-
factory scheme for the adjustment of the
Sultan’s finances generally.

The Government of India informed Major
Cox that they approved of his view of the
situation ; and that, if the Sultan should again
mention the subject of a loan, the Political
Agent must explain to His Highness the con-
ditions upon which they are prepared to
lend. If the Sultan were prepared to enter-
tain the idea, the Political Resident was to
submit the scheme for the adjustment of the
Maskat finances which appeared to him to be
practicable. Until this had been considered,
no promise of pecuniary aid should, of course,
be made to His Highness.

7. (Vide paragraph 18 of Memorandum
for September 1905.) In compliance with
Secretary of State’s telegram of 29th Septem-
ber last, Majors Cox and Grey were instructed
by telegram on the 8rd October to recipro-
cate any advances by M. Laronce for the
settlement of any difficulties that may arise in
Oman.
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considered the views

. After havin
; office J he terms of the Maskat

of the local officers on t )
award, the Government of India telegraphed

to the Secretary of State on the 16th October, in
reply to his telegram of 10th August last, tothe
effect that they regarded the Hague Tribunal
award as generally satisfactory. They proposed
to authorise Major Grey to invite M. Laronce
to co-operate in drawing up a list of persons
now authorised to fly the French flag and the
proclamation to be issued by tl}e Sultan
announcing the result of the arbltra‘tlon. The
list and proclamation would be subject to the
approval of the British and French Govern-
ments, to whom would be referred doubtful
points arising in course of preparation.

At the same time the Government of India
addressed the Political Resident in the Persian
Gulf on the steps which he proposed should be
taken to give effect to the award.

They agreed with him that it might ulti-
mately be necessary to exercise some vigilance
with a view to securing the assertion by the
Sultan of his full rights under the award ; but
they pointed out to him that the first step to be
taken should be for Major Grey and M. Laronce
to endeavour to arrive at an understanding on
all points of doubtful interpretation, and also
on the public notification which it was pro-
posed should be issued by the Sultan. When
necessary, reference could be made to the
Government of India for guidance.

In regard to his proposal that the French
flag should not be flown in the creek which
divides the two settlements at Sur, the Govern-
ment of India stated that they could hardly see
their way, with the present data before them,
to express any opinion on the proposal.
They thought that the right to fly the
French flag would presumably continue to
be the same in all parts of the territorial
waters of Maskat, and it was unlikely that
the Frene!l Government, who had already
been deprived of a substantial portion of the
rights claimed by them, would consent to a
further diminution of these without a quid
pro quo. A more detailed report on this
question was accordingly called for; as also
gﬁrthe proposal to appoint a British officer ;at

On the 25th October, Major Grey tel
graphed that M. Laronce had ‘arrived by fhe

} Pregious it once had arrived by the
\
|

9. M. Augusté Goguyer, one o
of M. Goguyer, the Frenchyarms mirf:lll;nsto gfs
Maskat, arrived from Baghdad on the 20th
September by the 8. 8. * Kapurthala »

10. (7ide paragraph 14 of :
randum for September P1905.) Tltll(;e 1]\3413?01-
“ Consal at Bunder Abbas reported by tele r::\s Y
| on the 26th October the removal of the ﬁaogtat}fr;

gsta
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on Maklab Isthmus and Sheep Island by the
?g.ble steamer “ Patrick Stewart” on the 18th
idem.

11. Koweit and Nejd.—On 23:d Sep-
tember, Major Cox reported that Sheikh Mu-
barak was willing to grant a site for the pro-
posed Agency buildings; but in the absence
of Captain Knox, no decision could be come to
(vide paragraph 27 of the Memorandum for
July 1905).

12.  Major Cox telegraphed (2nd October)
that he had received a telegram f<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>