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No. 973 of 1901. 

From 

CAPTAIN F. C. WEBB-WAIiE, I.S.C., 
Political Assistant, Chagai, 

To 

CAPTAIN A. McCONAGHEY, I.S.C., 
First Assistant to the Honourable the Agent to the 

Governor-General in Baluchistan. 

Quetta, the 17th August 1901. 

Sir, 
I have the honour to submit, for favourable consideration and orders, my 

annual report on the development of trade by the Nushki-Seistan trade route. 
2. The trade returns for the year 1900-01,* which amount to Its. 15,34,452, 

show an improvement, in value, of three lakhs of rupees over the returns for 
the preceding twelve months. The total reached by trade during the year 
1898-99 was Es. 7,28,082; thus trade through Nushki has doubled in value in 
the space of two years, a result which cannot fail, I think, to be considered 

satisfactory. 
3. The instructions conveyed me on the subject of entering in the monthly 

trade returns the destination of goods exported from Baluchistan through 
Nushki reached me in November last, and thus too late in the year to enable 
me to make the necessary corrections. The Honourable the Agent to the Governor-General’s 
nor-General’s orders on this subject have been, however, carefully noted and 
the new year’s returns are being prepared in accordance with them. 

4. The diminution in crime of a serious nature noted in my previous reports 
has been maintained. Eaids have almost ceased, and robberies are now of rare 
occurrence. I would venture to draw special attention to the recommendations 
I make in paragraphs 40 and 62 of the appendix attached on the subject of 

guarding the trade route from attack from Sarhad, and of granting the Damani 

Chief a monthly service allowance. 
5. My report this year differs in several particulars from the reports I have 

submitted in previous years, for firstly, the administration portion of the report 
has been eliminated, in accordance with the instructions conveyed me in 

Foreign Department letter No. 53-F., dated 8th January 1901, and secondly, a 

few notes have been added, by the desire of the Honourable the Agent to the 
Governor-General, to the appendix which deals with the year’s trade returns. 
I regret that these notes do not cover more ground than they do, but the distance 

* The trade returns which are referred to in this letter and in the Report which accompanies it, have been published 
in the Gazette of India, dated the 9th November 1901. 
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I am stationed from the nearest Persian market will supply 
the 

reason 
why this 

6. The bi-weekly 
dak connecting Quetta with Nasratabad, Seistan, 

was reorganized during the year, and the speed 
at which the dak travels between 

us i i 
and the Persian frontier 

was 
accelerated from 132 hours to 100 hours. Negotiations have been entered into with the postal authorities, 

and it is hoped 

t lat a 
special parcel post will shortly 

be inaugurated. 
The accelerated dak and parcel post should operate to the benefit of trade. 

7. Fho number of remounts 
brought 

to Quetta last year amounted to 408, representing 
a 

value of 
over a 

lakh of rupees. The fact that 
no 

single casualty 
occurred among this large number of horses should silence those critics who maintain that the merchants who 

use 
the Nushki-Seistan trade route expose themselves to grave risks. All the remounts which 

were 
brought 

to Quetta 
realized remunerative prices. 

8. Ihe 
news 

that 
a 

Consular treasury has been established in Seistan, and that the Tv orth-Western Railway 
and allied railways have granted 

a 
rebate of 

a third 
on 

the freight 
of goods received either from, 

or 
for despatch to, Seistan, 

has spread to the bazars of Mashad and Herat. I venture to predict that 

the* 

full significance 
of these important 

concessions will only become apparent when 
next year s 

trade returns 
come to be made up. 

9. I would respectfully draw special attention to the remarks I have to oifer 
on 

that most important subject, the improvement 
of facilities for the carriage of goods between Quetta and Nushki 

as 
well 

as on 
the extension of the telegraph line to the frontier. 

The recommendations I make 
on 

these two subjects will be found embodied 
in paragraphs 11 and 61 of the appendix attached. 

10. I much regret that indisposition has delayed the submission of this report. 

11. I trust that the steps which I recommend be taken for the further protection and 
development 

of the trade route 
as 

well 
as 

the 
measures I have adopted during the year to 

develop trade and improve the trade route will, 
as in previous 

years, receive the Honourable the Agent to the Governor-General in Raluchistan’s approval. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

F. C. WEBB-WARE, Captain, 

Political Assistant, Chagai. 
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APPENDIX. 

-4- 

REPORT 

ON THE 

QUETTA-SEISTAN TRADE ROUTE, 
FOE THE YEAR 

1900 - 1901 . 

T 
HE trade returns * for the past year record a satisfactory advance on those 

for the preceding year. In 1899-1900 the export and import trade 
through Nushki amounted, in value, to Rs. 12,35,411, an advance of Rs. 5,07 229 
on the total of Rs. 7,28,082 reached in the year 1898-99. The value’of’the 
trade which passed through Nushki during the year under review was 
Rs. 15,34,452, giving an advance for the year of Rs. 3,99,041. The figures 
quoted show that trade through Nushki has doubled in volume in two years, a 
result which cannot fail to he considered satisfactory. 2. I take this opportunity of explaining, as I have done in previous reports, that the figures noted include all trade which passed through Nushki, in the course of the year, irrespective of its destination. While the more important trade through Nushki passes to Southern Khorasan, that is to say, to Persia, vet some goods are absorbed, on their arrival in Nushki, by local traders, who either 
dispose of them in the country around, or despatch them across the frontier into 
Shorawak, Garmsel, Registan or Persian Baluchistan. The local t trade between Nushki and the three trans-frontier Afghan districts named is not thriving: indeed, I regret to say that many of the traders, who were interested in this 
trade, have recently closed their shops and have left Nushki. 

3. Two years ago I reported that the Kandahar authorities had picketed the wells in the Registan in order to prevent caravans evading payment of the 
heavy duties which have been imposed by His Highness the Amir. This measure sure did not prove wholly effective, and last year saw it supplemented by a complete 
plete system of preventive posts, which have been stationed at carefully selected 
points along the Nushki-Shorawak and Nushki-Registan frontiers. It is understood stood that it is His Highness the Amir’s intention to extend this chain o f posts in the near future to Koh-i-Malik Siah. While the Afghans will always find it difficult to check smuggling along so open a frontier as that which forms the northern boundary of the Chagai and Nushki districts, among Baluch, too, who are in close sympathy with one another, yet the vicissitudes to which the’ local 
Afghan trade through Nushki is exposed are so many and so great that I fear that every successive year will show a decline in the returns of this trade. 

4. Ihe instructions} transmitted me on the subject of showing the destination tion of exports reached me too late in the year to permit me to make the necessary 
sary alterations in my trade returns. The instructions have, however, been 
carefully noted, and the coming year’s returns will be prepared in accordance with them. 

. connection with the preparation of these trade returns I desire to 
point out how necessary it has now become to employ and pay a special official in Nushki for the sole duty of registering trade. Under present arrangements the 

* Published in Gazette of India, dated the 9th November 1901. 
I ^ Cal tfa S ^ dL f Crentiate between ^ and trade with Herat which passes through Seistan.—P. W. 

Fotei^ ^ ‘ <> ““ letter No. 403, dated the 21st September 1900, to the 
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duty of preparing the trade returns falls to the lot of the Nushki Tahsil establishment. 
ment. The Tahsil establishment is 

so 
weak that it cannot devote either the time, 

attention 
or care 

which is necessary for the careful preparation of such important 

ant returns 
as 

these, and the result is that inaccuracies frequently 
occur. More 

than 
one case 

has 
come 

under my notice where the Moharir, whose 
duty it is to register trade, has failed to enter 

caravans 
which happened 

to pass a 
few miles from Nusliki owing 

to his having been engaged 
on some 

other duty 
at the time. 

6. 1 desire to refer here to the difficulty I experience in writing anythin^ 
regarding trade which will prove of any commercial value to merchants. Por 
several months in the year I 

am 
stationed at Quetta, that is to say, at a 

distance 
of nearly six hundred miles from the nearest Persian market; it is 

consequently quently difficult for 
me to obtain reliable information how 

or 
w’here goods sell, 

w 
r 
hat class of goods 

are 
in demand or, in short, to keep myself acquainted with 

the 
ever 

varying requirements of the Persian Market.* 
I 

w r 
ould venture to suggest that the duty of writing 

an 
annual report 

on the trade of Southern Khorasan, to embrace the points I note, be entrusted to 
our 

Vice-Consul in Seistan, and that his report be printed and be published in 
Calcutta 

as 
is done in the 

case 
of the Mashad annual Consular report. A report, 

of the nature I advocate, would supply 
a 

much-felt want and w*ould be greatly appreciated by Indian traders, whose 
common 

complaint 
now 

is that they have 
not access to 

a 
Consular report dealing 

w 
ith the trade of Southern Khorasan. 

7. Plague in Sind and Karachi continued throughout the year to exercise 
an 

influence adverse to trade. The prices for goods 
current in the Quetta 

Bazar range so 
high that they offer the traders W'ho 

come to Quetta little 
inducement to purchase. In spite of this, however, many traders 

were 
compelled 

to make their purchases in Quetta, 
as 

they 
w r 

ould not face the delay, 
expense and personal discomfort entailed by 

a 
visit to Karachi and detentions in quarantine tine camps. 

8. The establishment of 
a 

Consular treasury in Seistan is proving 
a 

great 
convenience to traders, who find in it 

a 
simple 

means 
of remitting 

money to India. The treasury has had the further effect of adding 
to our 

prestige in the country, for the Amir Hashmat-ul-Mulk makes 
use 

of it to transmit 
revenue to Mashad. The Seistanis 

are aw 
r 
are 

that the Amir pays part of the 
revenues of Seistan into 

our 
Consulate treasury, and they 

argue that this is 
a 

sign of 
the friendly understanding 

which exists between the tw o 
countries, 

9. A visitor to Seistan cannot fail to notice the large 
amount of Russian gold which is in circulation in the Kasratabad Bazar. M. Miller, the Russian 

Consular Agent in Seistan, makes 
a 

point of discharging 
many of his liabilities 

in gold, with the intention, 
no 

doubt, of familiarising the Seistanis with its 
look and of bringing 

home to them the wealth and might of the Russian Empire.. 
M. Miller is remarkably 

astute and possesses a 
thorough insight into 

the Persian character. I would suggest that 
we 

take 
a 

leaf out of his book, and forward 
our 

Consul in Seistan 
a sum 

of 
a 

few hundred pounds in sovereigns for gradual distribution by him in meeting his engagements. 
10. The trading communities of Seistan and Birjand 

were wont to complain 
that they experienced 

a 
difficulty in keeping themselves in touch with the fluctuations in prices in the Karachi and Bombay markets. The difficulty, 

which 
was a 

real one, has been 
overcome 

by Colonel Trench arranging for the Bombay market prices being translated into Persian and being despatched 
monthly to Khorasan for circulation among merchants there. On my side I have arranged through Messrs. Molver Mackenzie & Co., of Karachi, for the Karachi “price current” to be forwarded weekly 

to 
Birjand, and 1 have also arranged 

that 
a copy of the weekly Quetta Bazar Nerrick is to be supplied to 

our 
Consul 

in Seistan. Mohamed Ali’s Agent t in Birjand recently 
wrote to inform 

me that the Karachi “price current’’ is much appreciated. 
11. I 

w 
ould again venture to draw especial attention to the representations 

I have yearly | made, in my reports 
on 

the subject of improving the facilities 
for the carriage of goods between Quetta and Kushki. I do not think that it is 
necessary for 

me 
to repeat what I have said in these reports, but I trust that I 

* It will no doubt have been noted that^in 
none of my previous annual reports have I ever attempted to analyse the trade returns.— F. W. J t Umar Din.— F. W. J Uimy report for year 1899-1900, paragraphs 12 and 13, Appendix II, and my report for the year 18.)S-S9, paragraphs 8—10, Appendix II.— F. W. 

2 

10Reference: Mss Eur F111/375. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100065265171.0x00000b

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100065265171.0x00000b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'Report on the Quetta-Seistan [Sistan] Trade Route, for the year 1900-1901' [6r]
(11/32)

REPORT ON THE QUETTA-SEISTAN TRADE ROUTE FOR THE YEAR 1900-1901. 

3 

may be permitted to say here that the opinion I ha Ye expressed and the arguments 
I have used have received added strength owing to the representations which 
were made me by the traders I met in the course of my winter tour. Although 
the concessions recently made the trade route have been many and important, 
yet I am confident, and my opinion is shared by every merchant with whom I 
have discussed the question, that the future of the Nushki-Seistan trade route can 
never become assured until wheeled traffic is introduced, that is to say, until 
either a road or railway is made to Nushki. Trade being entirely dependent on 
charges for freight, there would therefore appear to me to* be something 
wrong in the present system which compels camels, enfeebled by a long and 
trying journey, to cross the Quetta plateau, in winter, and which results in their 
being sent on to Katchi, a hundred miles beyond Quetta, to recuperate, causing 
the return of caravans to be delayed two and even three months. 

12. I understand that Messrs. Parveez and McCausland have approached 
Government with a proposal to build a tramway, on the mono-rail system, from 
Quetta to Nushki, at a cost of six lakhs. The promoters of this scheme say that 
the cost of a mono-rail tramway would amount to half that of a cart-road, 
and that a mono-rail tramway is the cheapest known form of wheeled carriage. 
I know nothing of the relative merits of the mono-rail system, but it would 
appear to me that if the promoters are correct in what they allege, their scheme 
is one which might well be considered by Government. 

13. I will now pass on to the caravan road and to the additions and 
improvements which have been made to it in the course of the year. 

14. To begin at Killa Murad'Khan,* the third stage out of Quetta. Here 
a small rectangular post, containing officers’ quarters and accommodation for 
levy sowars, merchants, and a bunnia and his shop, has been built. Within 
easy reach of the post a caravansarai, similar in pattern to that built at Nushki, 
has also been erected. This sarai is surrounded by a high wall and contains 
accommodation for both travellers and caravans. The new Murad Khan Killa 
post is built on the direct road between Kanak and Kishiugi. This is an 
advantage, as Kirdagap, where the d&k sowars used to be stationed, lies about two 
miles away from the road. The dak sowars, who have been transferred to Murad 
Khan Killa, report that caravans have now almost quite abandoned the old route. 

15. Kishingi, the next stage west, while hot in summer, is intensely cold in 
wfinter. The levies stationed here were wmnt to complain of the hardships to 
which they were exposed in winter. This has been remedied by the erection of 
a post, similar in design to that built at Killa Murad Khan. The new post at 
Kishingi contains officers’ quarters, levy quarters, accommodation for merchants, 
chants, as well as for a shop-keeper and his shop. The levies who man this 
post obtain their drinking-water from a new well which has been sunk within 
the walls of the post. 

16. A want, which was much felt in Nushki, has been met by the erection 
of a District Officer’s burgalowf on a suitable site overlooking the Nushki 
Bazar. This bungalow contains six large rooms, to each of which is annexed a 
bath-room. This building is at present being used both as a district officer’s 
bungalow and as a dak bungalow, and it is my intention to permit this, pending the erection of a proper travellers’ dak bungalow. 

17. I have had occasion, more than once, to allude to the length of the 
march to Mall, the first stage out of Nushki. To divide this distance a new 
stage is needed opposite Dedar. There is an abundant supply of good water 
at Dedar itself, but the springs lie unfortunately some two miles off the 
road, and caravans do not care to lengthen their journey by going so far as this 
out of their way. Last winter I despatched a party of Quetta Syeds to Nushki 
with instructions to inspect Dedar, promising to give them land to cultivate if 
they would open, a karez there. The Syeds returned to Quetta much pleased 
with their inspection, and are now making arrangements to cany a karez from 
Dedar, across the caravan road, to some lands which are situated close by. Should this karez prove the success anticipated, it will enable me to carry 

* I begin with this stage ad the buildings at Girdi Talab and Kanak, the first and second stages from Quetta, do not fall under my jurisdiction.— F. W. 
f In addition to this District Officer’s bungalow, a handsome Tahsil, complete with Tahsildar’s quarters. Post and Telegraph Offices, Court and record-rooms, and quarters for the Tahsil staff has also been bu'lt with funds provided by the Military Works Department,— F. W. 
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29. The Tratoh chowki building has been improved by additions, which 
have resulted in doubling its accommodation. Guarded by the four 

new 
defensive 

sive towers, which have been built, the chowki may now 
be considered proof 

against attack by Baluch marauders. 
30. In my last year’s report I described, in detail, 

my reasons 
for wishing 

to 
realign the 

caravan 
road, 

so as 
to make it 

run 
from Tratoh direct to Mashki 

Chak, and I gave it 
as my 

opinion that if this 
was 

done 
a 

saving of from 10 
to 12 miles would result. No 

one 
who has passed 

over 
this section of the 

road 
can 

fail to be struck by two 
things—firstly, the distance which Knndi lies 

south of the alignment which 
a 

direct road should follow, and secondly, how 
unsuited Kundi itself is to form 

a 
halting-place 

on 
the 

caravan road.* Entertaining taining 
as 

I do the hope that 
we 

will find it practicable 
to 

replace Kundi by 
a 

halting-place 
more 

favourably situated to the north,! I have purposely 
refrained from spending 

money on any 
improvements here. 

31. The improvements 
at Mashki Chah, the next stage west, take the form 

of 
a 

sarai which has been added to the old chowki and 
a 

wind-mill| for grinding 
ing flour. The wells, if such 

a term can 
rightly be applied to the broad, hollow depression which holds water, received attention and 

were freed from sand. 
Traces of three old wells 

were 
found 

some 400 yards north-east of the levy 
post. These wells, which 

were 
re-opened, thoroughly cleaned out and repaired, 

now 
supply the best water at Mashki Chah. 
32. We next conrn to whot is undoubtedly the worst section of the 

caravan road between Quetta and Seistan—the section of 49 miles lying between Mashki 
Chah and Makak Karez. The first march from Mashki Chah is Sahib Chah, 

a distance of 26 miles. To divide this distance into tw 
r o 

marches of equal lengths, 

a 
wx>ll 

was 
sunk exactly midway between these two stages 

at a 
place where the configuration of the country promised 

water at a 
moderate depth. The subsoil proved to be rocky, and the labour involved in sinking this well 

was 
excessive. Eventually, 

water 
w’as 

reached at a 
depth of close 

on 
50 feet; but unfortunately 

it proved to be saline and unfit for any purpose, Much disappointed that their 
labour had been thrown away, the Baluch well-sinkers returned to their homes, 
and it 

w 
r 
as 

only with much difficulty 
that they 

were 
induced to test their 

fortune 
once more nearer 

Sahib Chah. I regret to say that their labour here proved equally in vain, Water, in any 
quantity, 

was 
found, but 

so 
saturated 

was 
it with saline matter that it 

was 
quite undrinkable. The attempts to divide 

the distance betw^een Sahib Chah and Makak Karez met with 
a 

similar fate. 
Wells 

w r ere 
sunk at two different places 

on 
this section of the road, but the 

w 
r 
ater obtained, in both cases, 

proved 
nauseous 

and quite useless. 
33. On my return from Seistan, 

an 
opportunity, which I had long looked 

for, offered of examining the country north of the alignment which the caravan route now 
follows. Despatching 

my camp to Mashki Cliah with instructions 
tions to wait my arrival there, 1 spent several days going 

over 
and examining 

this country. If 
a 

line be drawn 
on 

the map from Mashki Chah to Saindak, it 
will be 

seen 
that Sahib Chah lies well to the south of this line. The result of 

my reconnaissance 
can 

best be summarized 
as 

follows 
:— I found that water existed at tw 

r o 
places in 

a more or 
less direct line 

between Mashki Chah and Saindak, niz., at the foot of the Koh-i-Dalil, 
15 miles 

west of Mashki Chah, and at Amalaf, six miles east of Saindak. I further 
selected 

a 
place called Bor Koh Nawar, which is roughly situated midway 

between Koh-i-Dalil and Amalaf, and 
w 

hen tlie weather becorr 
es 

sufficiently 
cool 

to admit of well-sinking operations being started, I intend to onve a 
shaft at 

this place. If water is found at Bor Koh, I then propose to 
realign the caravan road 

so 
that it may pass 

through the three places whose 
names 

I have given. I 
trust that I may be permitted 

to say here that if good 
w r 

ater is found at Bor 
Koh Nawar, the last of the many difficulties which 

we 
have had to face in making the 

caravan 
road will have been 

overcome. 34. What I have just said will explain the 
reason 

why nothing has been 
done to improve the Sahib Chah halting-place beyond cleaning 

out and deepening 
ing the wells. It also supplies the 

reason w 
r 

hy all that has been done at Makak 

* The Kundi water is impregnated with salts, which give it an 
unpleasant taste, and if this water is drunk in laree quantities it is apt to cause diarrhoea.— F. W. 6 t The Baluchis with whom I have discussed the matter are 

sceptical 
on the subject of obtaining water further north but this is a matter which a 

properly organized search only 
can reveal.— F. W. J I am unable to supply any details regarding this flour-mill 

as it has been built since my return to Quetta.—J 
1 . 
W. 
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Chah chowki to Amir Chah and by replacing the chowki by 
a 

full regulation 
thana.* 

In paragrapli 58 of my Administration Report for tbe year 1898-99 will 
be found recorded my views 

on 
the subject of holding the Amir Chah wells. In 

this report I pointed 
out that 

a 
levy post stationed at Amir Chah not only 

commands the Kharan-Garmsel and Manzil-Zirreh roads, but that it furthermore 

more 
dominates the entire Koh-i-Sultan range. 

Although I continue to hold this view, yet in November last the exigencies of the dak service compelled 
me 

to 
transfer the Amir Chah levy post to Tratoh t and to withdraw 

a 
Khassddar 

from each of the four thanas for the 
same 

place. I respectfully 
venture to 

express a 
hope that the question of stationing 

a 
thana at Mushki Chah will receive 

the early consideration which its importance undoubtedly 
merits. Should my suggestions be favourably received, I will then be enabled to give effect to 

a 
measure I have long had under consideration, and to station 

a 
few levies at Duzghi, 

a 
favourite haunt of trans-frontier badmashes, which, in my 

opinion, 
should 

never 
be left unguarded. 

41. As I predicted last year, the kacha road which 
runs 

from Mushki to 
the Persian frontier is much appreciated by all. Members of almost every 
caravan I passed, in the 

course 
of my winter tour, spoke 

to 
me on 

the subject of 
the road with gratitude. The old complaint that travellers unprovided with guides 

ran a 
serious risk of losing their way is 

one 
which is 

never 
heard any longer. The past winter 

was 
marked by heavy rains which washed away the road 

in several places; but all the damage done has been made good sinee.J 
42. There would appear to be 

a 
considerable divergence of opinion regarding 

ing the mileage between 
some 

of the stages. To set the matter at rest once 
and 

for all, I would suggest that 
a 

cyclometer be placed at my 
disposal 

next cold 
weather. 

43. Caravans proceeding either to Birjand, Mashad 
or 

Herat used to 
com- plam that they 

were 
put to much unnecessary inconvenience and delay by 

entering ing Seistan, and they pointed out that if arrangements could be made to enable 
them to branch off at Girdi Talab, the third stage beyond Killa Robat, to Neh, 
it would 

save 
them going several marches off their road. Major Penn, who replaced Colonel Trench in February 

1901 
as 

Vice-Consul in Seistan, turned his 
attention to this matter shortly after taking 

up his appointment, and has opened 

a ro?, 
d running from Hurmak to Ledhi Chah, and from thence via Satidawa to Nell and Birjand. This route has the advantage that, while it avoids Seistan § 

ami its inundations, it reduces the distance to 
Birjand by 

no 
less than 20—30 miles. || The 

new 
direct route to 

Birjand 
appears destined to become quickly 

popular. 

™ 

T hich haS b 
, 
een collected regarding the recent raid which occurred near Sahib Chah has satisfied 

me that, had a thana been posted at Mashki Chah, the raid could never have taken place.— F. TV. t The cost of a thana at Tratoh would amount to about Rs. 165 monthly, made up as 
follows:— 

Munshi 
. . . . . Duffadar 

. • . . Four Sowars at Rs. 20 each Four Khassadars at Rs. 10 each 

Rs. 
30 
35 
80 
40 

Total 
. 

185 Deduct present pay of Munshi 
. 

20 
Balance .165 F. TV- x Tins road has been repaired 

as far 
as 

Killa Robat only. A grant of Rs. 5,000 is much needed to level and improve this road. I trust tliat such a small sum as this will be forthcoming.— F. W. 

.. 

IL 
1 
. 
8 “ onl 7 supposed.that 

for many months in the year Seistan is completely cut off from Birjand by inunda- 
ti ns. This is very far from being the case, for, by making 

a detour south of the Hamau Seistau, the area liable to inundations can be easily circumvented. Although the route south of the Haman Seistan crosses the Shelag river, circ'i iterate STsTsSi‘‘ 

° Pen ,11 ““ ̂  r °' md a " d offcr8 dit “‘ “ cce “ to tlie Hcln,a ” <1 “ Ild a 
this 

Bm "’ 8 rCI ” rt 
' 

30111 A P ril 1901 
- 

The following 
are the stages which Major Benn gives by 

To Neh 

,, 
M adeh 

. ,, 
Safidawa 

. ,, 
Changi Shor 

,, 
Gali Chah 

„ 
Ledhi Chah 

,, 
Hurmak 

„ 
Killa Robat 

Birjand to Killa Robat vid Palang Koh. 
Miles. 
116 
34 
15 
28 
26 
18 
20 
18 

Total 
, 

276 F. W. 
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that, unless speedy action is taken to prevent Sir Nauroz Khan levying these illegal 
gal dues, I feel assured that the Sarhaddis will seek redress for the loss they are 
being put to by raiding the trade road. It may be asked why Sardar Nauroz Khan 
was in the first place permitted to huild a fort at Zawag. Sardar Mir Khya Khan, 
Reki of Mashkel, did enter a protest against the fort being built, but his objection 
was overruled on Sardar Nauroz Khan explaining that his motive in building 
the fort was solely due to a desire to protect his country from partu s of marauders. 
ders. While every encouragement should naturally be given Sardar Nauroz Khan 
to guard his Mashkel possessions from attack, yet I would venture to submit that 
he should not be permitted to exceed his powers and, by levying taxes ontrans- 
frontier tribes, to keep up a constant state of irritation on the frontier, from the 
results of which he is secure, but from which the trade route is almost sure to 
suffer* 

48. While I was halted at Saindak two kafilahs passed through on their 
way to Quetta. The first belonged to a Kirman trader, named Agha Mohamed 
Uadi, and was laden with fine Persian silk and woolen carpets valued at Rs. 27,'>70 
The credit of despatching this caravan belongs to Major Sykes, our Consul in 
Kirman, who arranged everything regarding it, and financed it himself to the 
extent of Rs 2 ; 000. Escorted by the two levy sowars I had sent to meet it, the 
caravan had marched from Kirman, through Narmashir, to Killa Robat, following 
a road which passed to the north of Sarhad. Agha Mohamed gave me an interesting 
esting account of his journey, which, in so far as it related to the country through 
which he had passed, coincided closely with what I had heard from the Kirman 
carpet caravan which came to Quetta last year. i\ gha Mohamed told me that 
he found a very fair caravan road throughout, with water at suitable distances 
apart and plenty of good camel-grazing and fuel. He said that he had had no 
trouble on the road, excepting such as had arisen from a case of sickness among 
his men, which had somewhat delayed his march. Agha Mohamed expressed a 
hope that the Government of India would see their way to link Kirman to 
Quetta by a branch trade route connecting with the present Nushki-Seistan route 
at either Killa Robat or Saindak, and he gave it as his opinion that, if this step 
was taken, the mercantile community of Kirman, would gladly avail themselves 
of this route to introduce their goods into India and to purchase Indian manufactures 
tures in return. 1 pointed out to the trader that the seaport of Bandar Abbas lay 
close to Kirman, and I asked him to explain how a branch route, following the 
alignment he advocated, could hope to compete in cheapness with water-borne 
goods. The explanation, which Agha Mohamed gave me, was so interesting that 
1 offer no excuse for repeating it in full. Agha Mohamed first explained that, 
although the Persian is, comparatively speaking, indifferent to the length of any 
land journey he undertakes, yet he is so strongly prejudiced against the sea that 
nothing short of dire necessity will ever induce him to undertake a sea voyage. He 
then went on to say that the Indian dealers, who visit Bandar Abbas in winter, are 
well aware of this, and take advantage of it to form a ring which settles the purchase 
chase and sale prices of goods, much to the benefit of the Indian trader and to 
the loss of the Persian trader. My answer to this was that, if a branch trade 
route connecting the Nushki-Seistan trade route with Kirman was opened to 
trade, the Indian dealers, who visit Bandar Abbas in winter, could very easily 
regulate their prices so as to undersell the Persian merchants who patronized the 
land route. This objection was met by Agha Mohamed saying that the Indian 
dealers who visit Bandar Abbas do not supply the wants of the Kirman market, and 
that they compel Persians to buy whatever goods they have brought with them. 
He furthermore stated that north and east of Kirman was a large stretch of 
country whose raw products could be more advantageously despatched to Quetta 
than to Bandar Abbas. While Agha Mohamed’s views are naturally open to 
criticism, yet there is certainly much truth in what he said and there is no doubt 
that he voices the opinions of many leading Kirman meref)ants. What Agha 
Mahomed Hadi told me regarding the dread which Persians entertain of the sea is 
particularly true, and I wish to draw especial attention to it. Eew, I think, 

* Some fifteen or eighteen years ago Sardar Azad Khan, Nowsherawani, occnpied the fort of Gnlaga. The Persian 
Governor of Bampur resented this on the ground that Gulaga was Persian and attacking Gulaga, he put the 
garrison to flight and dismantled the fort. Gulaga being much further from the frontier than Zawag, the 
inference is that it is the demarcation of the frontier which has”enabled Sardar Xauroz Khan to advance his claims as 
far as he has done. Some of my informants assure me that the ground on which the Zawag fort is built, although on 
our side of the frontier, belong’s to the Sarhaddis and falls without the limits of Kharan and so in Sir Nauroz Khan’s 
jurisdiction. The Persian claim to Gulaga, alluded to, would tend strongly to confirm this view.-F. W. 
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lealize tho latent possibilities which exist in the N ushki-Seistan trade route for bringing 
about 

a 
change in the political outlook in Persia. Prior to 1897 India 

was cut off 

^ 

from Persia 
as 

completely 
as 

China is from Japan. There 
was no 

£k 
amadraft 

” 
between the two countries, and Russia had entered 

on a 
policy which 

had for its objective the complete subjugation of Khorasan and the overawing of Afghanistan by 
means 

of military posts stationed along the Perso-Afghan frontier. 
With the opening of the Nushki-Seistan trade route all this has been 

changed* 

and the Persians 
are now 

awakening 
to the fact that the Indian Empire lies immediately 

on 
their borders. The influence, which is being steadily radiated by 

the Nushki-Seistan trade route, is making itself felt, not 
only in Khorasan* itself, 

bnt elsewhere in Persia and Northern Afghanistan,! where 
our 

doings 
are 

closely 
foliow 

r 
ed and discussed with eager interest in every bazar. 

49. The second 
caravan w r 

hich passed through Saindak, during 
my 

stay 
there, 

came from Birjand and belonged 
to 

a 
merchant also named A/-ha Mohamed. The Birjandi 

mot with many 
complaints. He said that, unless 5 he 

was 
supplied with bhoosaj at every 

stage, his camels would die. He grumbled 
at the hardships which he said he had encountered 

on 
the road, to which he ascribed the death of several of his camels, and he compared the Nushki-Seistan 

trade route with the Kirman-Bandar Abbas road, much to the disadvantage of the former. In short, he found fault with everything. To Agha Mohamed’s 
strictures I replied by asking him whether it 

was a 
fact that the camels, he 

referred to, had died during the month he 
was 

halted in Seistan, and 
on 

his replying ing in the affirmative, I pointed 
out that 

on 
the Birjand-Bandar Abbas road 

there 
was a 

stretch of 180 miles of desert where neither water, bhoossa, fuel 
or 

camel-grazing 
was to be obtained which necessitated caravans, 

using this road, engaging special transport to carry their supplies 
at great expense. Mv experience has satisfied 

me 
that, 

so 
long 

as 
camels receive in winter 

a 
small daily allowance of ardawa, bhoosa is 

a 
luxury with which they 

can very well dispense. Agha Mohamed apparently found this out for himself, for 
on mv 

"return 

from Seistan I learnt that he had not availed himself of the supplies of bhoosa 
which had been laid out for him at many of the stagcs.§ 

50. Returning 
to Saindak 

on 
the 12th Pebruary, I marched from thence to Killa Robat, Koh-i-Malik Siah, and after 

a 
few days’ halt 

on 
the frontier, I continued my 

journey 
to Nasratabad, the capital of Seistan, 

w 
hich 

W'as reached 
on 

the 28th February. I found that the trans-frontier section of the 
caravan 

road, 
that is to say, the section between Killa Robat and Pusht-i-Dasht, 

the first village 
caravans 

strike in inhabited Seistan, has been much improved 
since I passed 

over 
it last year. At Hurmak, the western terminus of the katcha road, 

a 
dak chowki, which is much appreciated by travellers and caravans, has been built, and at Nawar Chair, 22 miles from Hurmak, and at Chah Mohamed Raza 

on 
the Asak plain, 8 miles out of Pusht-i-Dasht, Major Trench has erected 

new posts and stored them with supplies. My journey 
to Nasratabad 

was uneventful ful 
: 
the only difficulty experienced 

w^as 
between Pusht-i-Dasht and Nasratabad, 

a 
twenty-one mile march, which it took 

me 
tw 

r 
o 

days 
to cover ow 

ing 
to the road being intersected, 

at intervals of every few’ yards, by irrigation channels || filled 
wdth 

w 
ater and 

so 
deep that my camels negociated them with 

difficulty.*! 

51. I take this opportunity of referring 
to the customs post which Monsieur Caistaigne, Director-General of Customs in Khorasan, proposes stationing 

a t Hurmak. Hurmak is in Persian territory, of this there is 
no 

question, yet lam opposed to Persian customs guards being stationed therefor the ’ 
followino- 

reasons. 
First and foremost, the post 

can prove of little value to the Persian 
Cus^ 

toms Department, 
for 

caravans 
wishing 

to avoid Hurmak 
can 

do 
so very easilv by leaving the 

caravan 
road at either Kirtaka, Lashkar-i-Ab, 

or 
Killa Robat, 

* Is it too much to suppose that the reductions which the Russians have recently made in the strength of their called quarantine stations in Northern Khorasan arc traceable to the influence of the Nushki-Seistan trade route 
n/i* 

to a fear that we may lay claim to equal military rights in Khorasan ?— F. W. ana f W hatever our future policy in Afghanistan is to be, it is well to remember that Seistan is the pivot 
on which 

em 
Afghanistan rests.— F. W. »iucn west- X Chopped straw.— F. W. 
§ Some of the complaints which I receive regarding the trade route are frivolous in the extreme. Khan Balinrhm Hussain Bakhsh of Multan complained that he had been much jolted 

on the march up while sitting in his camel Ivajawa, 
a matter which is 

probably 
as attributable to the camel he rode on as to the road itself— F. W. || Major Trench bridged all these channels over several times, but on 

finding that the Seistanis made new cuts as last as he built bridges, he came to the conclusion that it was useless attempting to keep the road open. F. TV. The only camel I lost in the course of my tour was lost while crossing 
one of these irrigation cuts. F. TV. 
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and as the custom employes cannot enter British territory they have no 
means of ascertaining what caravans have left the road to avoid paying duty. 
Secondly, many caravans cut across from either Amir Chah, Amalaf or Saindak 
to Seistan, following the road south of the Gaud-i-Zirreh. Caravans, who are in 
the habit of taking this short cut, have no inducement to make a detour to 
Hurmak, and will certainly grumble if they are called on to do so. The Persians 
would find that preventive posts stationed at Girdi Talab and Neh would prove 
far more efiective in catching caravans than a post hidden away in the hills 
at Hurmak. Lastly, I am confident that if the 80 miles of waste country 
which intervenes between Koh-i-Malik Siah and inhabited Seistan be bridged 
over by a post at Hurmak, we will very shortly see the result in the intrigues* 
which the Russians will set on foot in Sarhad. Despite what has been said to 
the contrary, the Belgian Customs officials, who are employed in Persia, look to 
the Russians. To this there may be, and no doubt are, exceptions but generally 
speaking, it is the case. We might, of course, make it a condition that if a customs 
toms post be stationed at Hurmak, it is not to be used as a base for disseminating 
a political influence in Sarhad which is hostile to us, but once the post is a fait 
accompli, there is nothing we can do to prevent it from being used for such a purpose. 
pose. To sum up, my arguments are that a customs post at Hurmak, while of no 
practical use to the Persians, will furnish the Russian Agent in Seistan with a base 
for intrigue which it is certain that he will avail himself of. Added to what I 
have said, we will also find the post a source of expense, as it will then be neces- 
sary for us to keep a native agent permanently posted at Killa Robat to guard 
our commercial and political interests. 

52. Before passing on, I would like to draw attention to the ruling which 
Monsieur Caistaigne, the Belgian Director-General of Customs for Khorasan, 
has brought in with regard to the 5 per cent, ad valorem duty which the Persian 
Government are authorized to levy under the existing International Customs 
Convention. Monsieur Spinella maintains, and his interpretation of the Customs 
Convention appears to be strictly accurate,! that a duty of 5 per cent, should be 
levied on the value of all merchandise at the point it enters Persian territory, or, 
in other words, that a duty of 5 per cent, is payable not only on the original cost 
price of the goods themselves, but also on the carriage of goods from the town of 
despatch to' the Persian Prontier. It needs little intuition to perceive how 
seriously a transit duty of 5 percent, on the carriage of goods will affect trade by 
the Nushki-Seistan trade route, or the disadvantage which goods entering Persia 
by the Nushki-Seistan trade route will labour under when compared to goods 
entering Persia through Bandar Abbas. This question appears to me to be 
essentially one to which the attention of our Minister in Tehran might advantageously 
tageously be directed. That the question will prove a difficult one to adjust, 
I foresee, for both Russians and Persians are likely to oppose any concession 
being made the trade route, the Russians for political reasons and the Persians 
as any concession will affect their pockets. If the Persians are approached, they 
will no doubt argue that if our exports suffer our imports will benefit, carefully 
ignoring the fact that Persian exports form a mere fraction of the imports. It 
is also likely that they will plead that to grant any concession to the Nushki- 
Seistan trade route would be to place other trade routes at a disadvantage when 
compared to it, and they will probably conclude by saying that they see no 
reason why they should forego their full treaty rights. While there is much 
to be said in favour of all the objections I note, yet at the same time it appears 
to me that we have strong grounds for urging that goods imported into Persia, 
vid the Nushki-Seistan trade route, should be exempted from paying a 5 per 
cent, transit duty to the Persian frontier, as, firstly, the Kushki-Seistan route is 
affected by Monsieur Caistaigne’s ruling to a far greater extent than any other 
trade route, and secondly, the tax falls especially heavy on the very class of 
goods which should be treated most leniently, viz., on bulky, utility, piece, and 
other goods of low value as against light and high priced goods, many of which 
are luxuries. As the question discussed is one which is likely to have a direct 

* This is by no means far-fetched, as a reference to Major Benn, Vice-Consul in Seistan’s diary for the period ending 1st to 10th July 1901 clearly shows. Major Benn’s dairies give us a very fair idea of the form which Russian intrigues in Sarhad are likely to assume once the Russian Agent is placed in direct communication with Sarhad.— B\ W. 
11 have consulted the Bombay and Karachi Chambers of Commerce, and both agree in saying that Monsieur 

Caistaigne is within his rights. - F. W. 
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14, 

bearing 
on 

the future of the trade route, I trust that it may receive the attention 
which its importance merits. 

53. I have little to record regarding 
my 

stay in Seistan. The Hashmat-ul-Mulk 
greeted 

me 
with marked friendliness, and 

so 
far 

as 
I could judge the people themselves 

selves appeared pleased 
to see me 

again. M. Miller, the Bussian Agent, did his 
best to throw discredit 

on my visit by spreading reports abroad that I had 
come provided with cannon, and large quantities of 

arms 
and ammunition for distribution 

tion among British sympathisers in Seistan, indeed, he 
even went so 

far 
as to 

announce 
that I cherished 

an 
intention of escalading Nasratabad fort. M. Miller 

was 
successful in installing 

a 
certain amount of fear into the Persians, for the 

Hashmat-ul-Mulk* ordered the fort to be repaired, and during most of the time 
I 

was 
camped 

at Nasratabad sentries 
were 

stationed 
on 

guard 
on 

the towers. 
The three combined escorts did present 

a 
somewhat formidable appearance, and 

as 
there has 

never 
hitherto been 

so 
strong 

a 
gathering of Indian troops in Seistan, 

it is not really surprising that the Bussian Agent* strove to neutralize the impression 

sion which they created. 
54. During the time I remained camped 

at Nasratabad, that is to say from 
1st to 18th March 1901, I had many 

opportunities of learning what the feeling 

in the country 
was 

towards 
us. 

Our influence in Seistan contmues 
predominant, 

yet it would be 
a grave mistake to suppose that M. M iller, the Bussian Agent, has 

been idle during the past twelve months. The Bussian Agent lias been remarkably 
ably active, and I was 

disagreeable surprised to find what progress he had made 
since my last visit towards consolidating his position. 1 found that he had 
gathered round him 

a 
staff of Baluch, whom he pays well and employs 

as 
agents 

on 
the Helmand, in Garmsel and in Sarhad, and whom he despatches, at intervals, 

to Quetta to pick 
up news. 

It is true that the Baluch he employs 
are, for the most part, 

men 
of shady antecedents and of little 

or no 
local influence, yet the fact 

remains that he has native Baluch agents ready 
at hand to carry out his wishes, 

and that he subsidizes 
an 

influential Mullah following, who 
are 

prepared to 
further any views he puts forward without asking questions. 

55. In his dealings with the iiashmat-ul-mulk, Governor of Seistan, 
M. Miller shows that he is thoroughly 

conversant with the weaknesses of the 
Persian official. Pear and self-interest 

are 
the key notes to which the Persian 

most 
readily responds, and knowing this, and having failed in his attempts 

to 
win the Hashmat-ul-Mulk 

over 
to his side, the Bussian Agent, shortly before my 

arrival in Seistan, had recourse to 
aggressive tactics, essentially Bussian in type. 

He arranged that the Governor-General of Khorasan should be informed that 
the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, whose 

revenue was 
in 

arrears 
at the time, 

was 
accumulating ting treasure. This 

move was 
attended by complete 

success, and the Governor- 
General despatched 

a “ 
Mamur 

” 
to Seistan with 

an 
order addressed to the Hashmat- 

ul-Mulk that he 
was 

to pay a 
large 

sum 
t of money into the Mashad Treasury 

at 
once. 

'Touched in his most sensitive spot, his pocket, the Hashmat-ul-Mulk 
turned to 

us 
for assistance, but 

was 
informed that 

our 
Government could not 

undertake to provide funds J to meet every squeeze the Governor-General of 
Khorasan might think fit to make. The 

success 
of his 

manoeuvre 
has strengthened 

ened tbe Bussian Agent’s position in Seistan very 
greatly, for it has proved to 

the Persian Governor that the Bussian is 
a power with which he must reckon. 

When I 
was 

in Seistan it 
was 

the Hashmat-ul-Mulk’s policy 
to offer 

us a 
series 

of petty affronts which he 
explained 

away 
by saying that they 

were 
intended 

to appease M. Miller. This appears to 
me to be 

an 
unhealthy state of aff airs. 

SO. 
Touching 

our 
policy in Seistan, there 

are two 
questions 

to which I 
trust I may be permitted to refer, 

as 
they both appear to me 

to need careful 
attention. The first relates to Sardar Syed Khan JSarui, uncle to 

Sartip Mir 
Masum Khan, the Hashmat-ul-Mulk’s 

son 
and heir. The Hashmat-ul-Mulk 

and Sardar Pourdil Khan Sarbandi, who is the most influential 
man 

in Seistan, 
after the Hashmat-ul-Mulk himself, 

are 
both firmly determined that Sardar 

Syed Khan Narui shall 
never return to Seistan. The young 

Sartip, who is devotedly 
attached to his uncle, is 

as 
determined 

as 
they that he shall, and it is 

# The Hashmat-ul-mulk himself affected to scoff at the reports which the Russian Agent spread.— F. W- 
f Some 10,000 Tomans.— F. W. X Since I wrote this I have received intimation from Colonel Trench that the Muawin-ut-Tijjar Mashad has advanced the Hashmal-ul-Mulk a sum of money sufficient to meet the Governor-General’s demands. 1 am afraid, however, 

ever, that this only 
means a 

temporary respite, and that the Hashmat-ul-Mulk will find himself again involved in pecuniary difficulties very shortly.— F. W. 
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imported has exceeded my most sanguine expectations. In 1898-99, 62 horses 
were brought down. In 1899-1900 the number fell to 40, but in the year under 
review it reached the large total of 408.* The average price these horses realized 
although I understand that it was not quite as high as last year’s average, yet 
was so good that the profits realized by dealers were handsome and will greatly 
stimulate the trade. I am gratified to be able to state that, so far as I am 
aware, no complaints were made by dealers regarding either the road itself or 
the arrangements which had been made for their comfort. I trust that the 
fact of so large a number of horses having passed down the trade road, without 
a single casualty occurring, will silence those critics t who maintain that the 
country through which the trade route passes is a desert devoid of grass, vegetation 
tion and inhabitants, and that merchants who despatch goods to Persia by the 
route incur very serious risks in doing so. 

64. Several Persians have visited Quetta in the course of the year. 
I think that this new departure should receive every possible encouragement at 
our hands. In my opinion it should he our aim to teach Persians that they are 
no longer cut off from India by impassable deserts, and that the Nushki-Seistan 
route offers them a simple means of visiting India whenever they may wish to 
do so. While the Persian is undoubtedly conservative, yet I feel confident 
that, once he learns that the hardships of the road have been much exaggerated 
and that he is always a welcome guest in India, every successive year will see 
an increase in the number of our Persian visitors, much to the benefit of trade 
and to the improvement of our political relations with the Persian Government. 

65. Sartip Mir Masum Khan, son and heir-presumptive of the Amir 
Hashmat-ul-Mulk, paid India a brief visit in the course of the cold weather. 
The young Chief had long been suffering from a painful affection of the eyes 
which threatened, if not attended to, to deprive him of his eye-sight. Saitip 
Mir Masum Khan returned to Seistan in May 1901, much benefitted by the 
expert medical treatment which he had undergone at Labore.J 

66. While Mir Masum Khan’s primary object in visiting India was undoubtedly 
edly to seek medical advice, yet he was also influenced by a desire to ascertain 
what was to be our future policy towards Seistan. Bis Excellency the Viceroy 
was pleased to accord Mir Masum Khan a personal interview in Calcutta, an 
honour which the young Chief highly appreciated. 

67. In my previous reports 1 have noted that a small trade in dates, 
wool, ghee, etc., is carried on between Nushki and Persian Baluchistan. This 
trade does not appear to have made any material progress during the course 
of the year. Should Government give effect to their intention and station 
Native agents at selected places in Persian Baluchistan, it is possible that the 
trade referred to may look up, but I am not inclined to build much on this 
occurring, as most of the trade of Persian Baluchistan gravitates, as it is only 
natural that it should, to Gwadur. 

68. In the appendix of this report which is devoted to trade I express 
surprise that the indigo planters of India do not direct their attention to the 
excellent market which Persia offers them. The introduction of artificial indigo 
has dealt the indigo industry of India so severe a blow that one would 
suppose that any new outlet which offers would be forthwith exploited. 1 
addressed an Indigo Planters’ Association on the subject, some three years ago, 
but the reply I received was not encouraging. Again, I influenced General 
Wylie, C.S.I., when he was officiating Agent to the Governor-General in 
Baluchistan, to address some planters, with whom he was acquainted, but 
although he very kindly acquiesced 1 heard nothing further. Yet again last year 
Mr. Buller Hughes, the First Assistant to the Honourable the Agent to the Governor-General, 
ernor-General, wrote to several of his friends in Behar pointing out the facilities 
which the Nushki-Seistan trade route offerred for introducing their indigo into 
Persia, but although he did succeed in inducing some planters to forward 
samples of their indigo, yet the planters themselves appeared to be half-hearted 
not to say indifferent. I am unaware whether this lack of interest is to be 
ascribed to planters having studied the Persian market and having satisfied 

* This number is correct and not that given in my diaries.—.F. W. 
f Not only Natives.— F. fP. 
J Sartip Mir Masum Khan returned to Seistan with two carriages which he had purchased in Lahore. I under* stand that the carriages have reached Seistan without having suffered any greater injury on the way than the fracture of a shaft.— F. W. 
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themselves that their indigo is unsuited to it, or 

whether it is due to their energies 
having become paralysed by the series of misfortunes which have overtaken 
their industry. 

69. I 
recently reported 

* 
that I experienced considerable difficulty 

in replying to all the enquiries which 
were 

being put to 
me on 

the subject 
of trade 

with Persia in general and of the Nushki-Seistan trade route in particular. 
Many of my 

questioners appear anxious to engage in trade with Seistan, but they, 

very 
rightly, decline to do 

so 
until they 

are 
fully informed 

on every 
point regarding 

ing trade, and many of them ask for personal interviews. Answering questions 
dealing with such 

a 
wide subject 

as 
trade in ^vriting is unsatisfactory in the 

extreme. I would therefore solicit permission 
to tour Northen India next October 

in the interests of the trade route. At the close of last year I paid 
a 

visit to Shikarpur which resulted in the firm of Chaman Singh Ram Singh sending 
a agent 

up to Seistan to open business there. As 
one of the 

common 
complaints 

which Indian merchants make is that they cannot learn sufficient regarding 

trade with Persia, 1 am 
confident that if such 

a 
tour, 

as I suggest, be sanctioned, 
excellent results will 

ensue. 70. In accordance with the procedure 1 have adopted in previous 
years, 

I give below 
a summary of the 

more 
important suggestions for the improvement 

of the trade route which 
are to be found embodied in my report. I would most respectfully venture to all attention to these recommendations, which in their 

order of merit will be found to be 
as 

follows 
: 
— 

(1) The improvement of the facilities for the carriage of goods between 
Quetta and Nushki. 

(2) The realignment of the 
caravan 

road between Tratoh and Saindak. 
In the event of this proposal being favourably received, 

a 
grant f 

sufficient to meet the cost of the work will be necessary. (3) The stationing of 
a 

thana at Mushki Chah and the transfer of the 
present Mushki Chah chowki to Amir Chah. (4) The payment of 

a 
tribal service allowance to the Damanito minimize 

the risk of 
an 

attack 
on 

the trade route from the west. (5) A grant of Rs. 5,000 for improving and levelling the existing katcha 
road beyond Isushki. 

(6) 
An allotment to furnish the chapparkhanas and to provide five of 

them with 
a 

small distilling apparatus. 

71. In concluding this report, I desire to place 
on 

record my 
obligations 

to 
Mr. Buller Hughes, First Assistant to the Honourable the Agent to the Governor- 
General, for the assistance which he has given 

me on 
innumerable occasions in 

the 
course 

of the past year. Mr. Puller Hughes, who is 
an 

enthusiast 
on 

the subject of the future of the trade route, voluntarily devoted 
a 

large portion of 
his spare time to working 

up the interests of the route by interviewing traders 
and corresponding with people, both in England and India, whom he thought 

were 
likely 

to take 
an 

active interest in trade with Persia. It would be difficult 
for 

me 
to recognise too 

highly the valuable assistance which Mr. Puller Hughes 

has afforded 
me or 

the services which he has rendered the 
cause 

of trade by the 
Nushki-Seistan trade route. 

* Vide my diary for week ending 24th February 1901.— F. W. 
f My estimate for this work last year was Its. 5,000.—F. W. 

ti. I. C. P. O.—No. 150 F. D.—16-11-01.—60.—J. Mamin. 
18 
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