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CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

DOM AND RUSSIA RELATING TO PERSIA, 

AFGHANISTAN, AND THIBET. 

Signed at St, Peterslurgh, August 31, 1907. 

[Ratifications exchanged at St, Pdersburgh, September 23, 1907.] 

Convention. 

Sa Majeste le Boi du Boyaume-Uni cle la Grande-Bretagne et 
d’lrlande et des Territoires Britanniques an dela des Mers, Empereur 
des Indes, et Sa Majesty rEmpereur de Toutes les Bttssies, animes 
du sincere d^sir de regler ddm eonsentement mutuel diffc^rentes 
questions touchant aux interets de leurs Stats sur le Continent 
Asiatique, out rdsolu de conclure des accords destines k prevenir 
toute cause de malentendus entre la Grande-Bretagne et la Bussie 
par rapport aux dites questions et out nomme a cet effet pour 
leurs Plenipotentiaires respectifs, savoir: 

Sa Majesty le Boi du Boyaume-Uni de la Grande-Bretagne et 
d’lrlande et des Territoires Britanniques au dela des Mers, Empereur 
des Indes: 

Le Tr&s Honorable Sir Arthur Nieolson, son Ambassadeur 
Extraordinaire et PUnipotentiaire pres Sa Majeste I’Empereur de 
Toutes les Bussies; 

Sa Majeste TEmpereur de Toutes les Bussies: 
^ Le Maitre de sa Cour Alexandre Iswolsky, Ministre des Affaires 

Etrang^res; 
Lesquels, apres s etre communique leurs pleins pouvoirs, trouves 

en bonne et due forme, sont convenes de ce qui suit:— 

Arrangement concernant la Perse. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande-Bretagne et de Bussie, setant 
mutuellement engages a respecter I’intfgrite et ] 5 

independance de 
[W7] B 2 
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la Perse et desirant sincerement la 
preservation 

de I’crdre dans 

toute I’^tendue de 
ce pays et son 

developpement pacifique, 
aussi 

bien que I’etablissement permanent d’avantages dgaux 
pour le 

commerce et I’industrie de toutes les autres nations; 
Consultant que chacun d’eux a, pour des raisons d’ordre 

geographique 
et 

economique, 
un 

inttet special 
an 

maintien de la 
paix 

et de I’ordre dans certaines provinces de la Perse contigues 

ort voisines & la frontiere Pusse, d’une part, et 
aux 

fronti^res de 
bAfghanistan 

et du 
Beloudjistan, de I’autre; 

et etant dtireux 

d’eviter tout motif de conllit entre leurs interets 
respectifs dans 

les provinces Persanes dont il 
a 

ete fait mention plus haut; 

So sont mis d’accord 
sur 

les termes suivants 

I. 

La 
Grande-Bretagne s’engage 

a ne 
pas rechercher pour elle- 

meme et 
a ne pas appuyer 

en 
favour de sujets Britanniques, aussi 

bien 
qu’en favour de sujets de Puissances tierces, de Concessions 

quelconques de nature 
politique 

ou 
commerciale, telles que les 

Concessions de chemins de fer, de banques, de 
telegraphes, de 

routes, de transport, d’assurance, &c., 
an 

dela d’une ligne allant de 
Kasri-Chirin par 

Isfahan, Jezd, Kakh, et aboutissant 
a un 

point 

sur 
la frontiere Persane 

a 
rintersection des frontieres Eusse et Afghane, 

et 
a ne pas 

s’opposer, directement 
ou 

indirectement, 
a 

des 
demandes de pareiUes Concessions dans eette 

region 
sou 

tenues par 
le Gouvernement Eusse, II est bien entendu que les localites 
mentionnees ci-dessus entrent dans la 

region 
ou 

la Grande- 
Bretagne s’engage 

a ne pas rechercher les 
s 
usd it 

os 
Concessions, 

IL 

'a La Eussie de 
son 

cote 
s’engage k 

ne 
pas rechercher pour elle- 

meme et 
a ne 

pas appuyer en 
favour de sujets Eusses, aussi bien 

qu’en 
favour de sujets de Puissances tierces, de Concessions 

quelconques de nature 
politique 

ou 
commerciale, telles que les 

Concessions de chemins de fer, de banques, de 
telegraphes, 

de 
routes, de transport, d’assurance, &c., 

an 
dek\ d’une ligne allant de 

la frontiere Afghane 
par 

Gazik, Birdjand, Kerman et aboutissant 

a 
Bender-Abbas, 

et 
a ne pas 

s’opposer, directement 
ou 

indirectement, 
ment, 

a 
des demandes de 

parodies Concessions dans cette 
region 

soutenues par le Gouvernement Britannique. Il est bien entendu 

que les localites mentionnees ci-dessus entrent dans la 
region oil la 

Eussie s’engage 
a ne pas rechercher les susdites Concessions. 

HI. 

La Eussie s’engage 
pour sa 

part 
a ne pas 

s’opposer, 
sans 

s’etre 
prealablement entendue 

avec 

1’Angleterre, 

a ce que des Concessions 
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quelconques soient donnees 
a 

des sajets Britanniques 
dans les 

regions 
de la Perse situees entre les 

lignes mentionn&s dans les 
Articles I et II. 

La 
Grande-Bretagne prend 

un 
engagement identique 

en ce 
qui 

concerne 
des Concessions k donner 

a 
des sujets Busses dans les 

memes 
regions 

de la Perse. 

■ 
r ^ - - . ■ 

q 
Toutes les Concessions existant aetuellement dans les regions 

designees 
dans les Articles I et II sont maintenues. 

© 

■■ 

; 
IV. 

' 

qq",/ 

■ : - 
r , r 

II est entendu que les 
revenus 

de toutes les doilanes Persanes/ 

k Pexception 
de celles du Farsistan et du Golfe Persique, 

revenus garantissant l 
? 
amortissement et les interets des emprunts conclus 

par le Gouvernement du Scliah 
a 

la Banque d’Escompte 
et de 

Prets de Perse jusqu’a la date de la 
signature 

du present Arrangement, 

ment, seront atfectes 
an ineme but que par le passe. 

? II est 
egalement entendu que les 

revenus 
des douanes Persanes 

du Farsistan et du Golfe Persique, aussi bien-queceux des 
peeberres 

sur 
le littoral Persan de la Mer 

Caspienne 
et ceux 

des postes et telegraphes 
seront affectes 

com me par le passe 
au 

service des 
emprunts conclus par le Gouvernement du Schah 

a 
la Banque 

Imp^riale 
de Perse 

jusqu’V 
la date de la signature du present 

Arrangement. 

■ ■ . 

T- 
V q 

V 

. En 
cas 

ddrregularites 
dans I’amortissement 

on 
le paiement des 

°/ 

0 

°/ 

0 

des emprunts Per 
sans 

conclus 
a 

la Banque d’Escompte 
et 

de Prets de Perse et 
a 

la Banque Imperiale 
de Perse 

jusqu’a 
la 

date de la signature du present Arrangement, 
et si la necessite 

so presente 
pour la Bussie d’instituer 

un 
coritrole 

sur 
des 

sources 
de 

revenus 
garantissant le service regulier des emprunts conclus 

a 
la 

premiere des dites banques 
et situ des dans la region mentionnee 

dans 1’Article II du present Arrangement, 
on 

pour la Grande- 
Bretagne d’instituer 

un 
controle 

sur 
des 

sources 
de 

revenus garantissant le service regulier des emprunts conclus 
a 

la seconde 
des dites banques 

et situees dans la 
region mentionnee dans 

1’Article I du present Arrangement, les Gouvernements 
Anglais 

et 
Busse s’engagent k entrer 

prealablement dans 
un 

eehange d’idees 
amical 

en vue 
de determiner dun 

commun 
accord les 

mesures 
de 

controle 
en 

question 
et d’eviter toute 

ingdrence qui 
lie sera 

it pas 
conforme 

aux 
principes 

servant de base 
au 

present Arrangement. 
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Convention concernant 
VAfghanistan, 

Les Hautes Parties Contractantes, 
en vue 

d’assurer la 
parfaite 

secnrite 
sur 

les frontieres respeetives 
en 

Asie Centrale et le main- 
tien dans 

ces 
regions d’une paix 

solide et 
durable, 

ont conclu la 
Convention snivante 

ARTICLE I. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesty Rritannique declare qudl n’a 

pas Tintention de changer 1’etat politique de 
lAighanistan. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majeste Britannique s’engage 

en 
outre 

a exercer son 
influence 

en 
Afghanistan seulement dans 

un sens paeifique 
et il 

ne 
prendra 

pas lui-meme 
en 

Afghanistan 
et 

n 
encouragera pas 

bAfghanistan 

a 

prendre des 
mesures inenacant 

la Russie. 
De 

son 
cote, le Gouvernement Imperial de Russie declare qu’il 

reconnait 
bAfghanistan 

comme se 
trouvant en 

dehors de la sphere 

de binfluence Russe, 
et il s’engage 

a se 
servir pour toutes ses relations politiques 

avec 

I’Afghanistan 
de I’intermediaire du 

Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesty Britannique; il 

s’engage 
aussi £i n’envoyer 

aucuns 
Agents 

en 
Afghanistan. 

ARTICLE IL 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique ayant declare 
dans le Traits 

sign^ 

a 
Kaboul le 21 Mars, 1905, qu’il 

reconnait I’Arrangement 
et les engagements conclus 

avec 
le defunt 

fimir 

Abdur Rahman et 
qu’il n’a 

aucune 
intention de 

s’ingerer 
dans 

badministration interieure du territoire Afghan, 
la Grande- 

Bretagne s’engage 

a ne pas annexer ou 
occuper, contrairement 

au dit Trait 
e, une par tie 

queleonque 
de b 

Afghanistan, ni 
a 

s’ingerei* 

dans badministration interieure de 
ce pays, 

sous 
reserve que I’Emir 

remplira 
les engagements d^ja 

contractes par lui 
a 

b^gard 
du 

Gouvernement de Sa Majeste Britannique 
en 

vertu du Traite 
snsmentionne. 

ARTICLE ILL 

Les autorites Russes et 
Afghanes, specialement designees 

a 
cet 

effet, 
sur 

la frontiere 
ou 

dans les provinces frontieres, pourront 

etablir des relations directes reciproques 
pour 

regier les questions 
locales d’un caractere non 

politique. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande-Bretagne 
et de Russie 

declarent reconnaitre, 
par rapport k 

bAfghanistan, 
le 

principe de 
l’5galite 

de traitement pour ce 
qui 

concerne 
le commerce, et con- viennent que toutes les facilites qui 

ont etc ou 
seront 

acquises 
a 
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lavenir au commerce et aux commergants Anglais et Anglo- 
Indiens, seront egalement appliquees an commerce et aux com- 

merqants Busses. Si le developpement du commerce vient a 
demontrer la ndcessite dagents commerciaux, les deux ^ouverne- 
ments s’entendront sur les mesures k prendre, eu dgard bien 
entendu aux droits souverains de rfimir. 

ABTICLE Y. 

Les presents Arrangements n’entreront en vigueur qu’a partir 
du moment oil le Gouvernement Britannique aura notiMe au 
Gouvernement de Bussie le consentement de I’Emir aux termes ci- 
dessus stipules. 

Arvawjcnwnt concur no nl le Thibet. 

Les Gouvernements de la Grande-Bretagne et de Bussie, 
reconnaissant les droits suzerains de la Chine sur le Thibet et 
considerant que par suite de sa situation gbographique la Grande- 

Bretagne a un interet special a voir le rdgime actuel des relations 
extdrieures du Thibet integralement maintenu, sont convenus de 

TArrangement suivant:—- 

ABTICLE L 

Les deux Hautes Parties Contractantes s engagent a respecter 
rintegrite territoriale du Thibet et a s’abstenir de toute ingerence 
dans son administration interieure. 

ABTICLE IL 

Se conformant au principe admis de la suzerainete de la (Jhine 
shr le Thibet, la Grande-Bretagne et la Bussie s’engagent a ne 
trailer avec le Thibet que par Tentremise du Gouvernement 
Chinois. Cet engagement n’exclut pas toutefois les rapports 
directs des agents commerciaux Anglais avec les autoiit^s 
Thibdtaines prevus par T Article Y de la Convention du 7 Septembre, 
1904, entre la Grande-Bretagne et le Thibet et eonfirmes par la 
Convention du 27 Avril, 1906, entre la Grande-Bretagne et la 
Chine ; 11 ne modifie pas non plus les engagements assumes par la 

Grande-Bretagne et la Chine en vertu de TArticle I de la dite 
Convention de 1906. 

II est bien entendu que les Bouddhistes tant sujets Britan- 

niques que Busses peuvent entrer en relations directes sur le 
terrain strictement religieux avec le Dalai-Lama et les autres 

representants du Bouddhisme au Thibet; les Gouvernements de la 
Grande - Bretagne et de Bussie s’engagent, pour autant qu’il 
ddpehdra d’eux, a ne pas admettre que ces relations puissent 
porter atteinte aux stipulations du present Arrangement. 
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r 

ARTICLE III. 

Les Crouvernenients 
Rritannique 

et Russe 
s’engagent, chacun 

pour 
sa 

part, 
a ne pas envoyer de 

Repr&entants 

a 
Lhassa. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Les Deux Hautes Parties 
s’engagent 

a ne 
rechercher 

on obtenir, ni pour leur propre 
compte, ni 

en 
faveur de leurs sujets, 

aucunes 
Concessions de chemins de fer, routes, telegraphes 

et mines, 

on 
autres droits 

an 
Thibet. 

ARTICLE V. 

Les deux Gouvernements sont d accord qu’aucune partie des 

revenus 
du Thibet, soit 

en 
nature, soit 

en 
especes, ne 

pent etre 
engagee 

on 
assignee 

taut 
a 

la 
Grande-Bretagne 

et 
a 

la Russie 
qu’a 

leurs sujets. 

Annexe 
a 

VArrangement 
entre la Grande-Bretagnc 

et la Bussie 

concernant le Thibet, 

La 
Grande-Bretagne 

reaffirm© la declaration signee 
par son Excellence le Vice-Roi et Gouverneur-General des Indes et annexe© k la ratification de la Convention du 7 

Septembre 1904, stipulant 

que 
Toccupation de la Valffie de Chumbi par les forces Britanniques 

prendra fin apres le 
paiement de trois annuity de Tindemnith de 

25.00.000 
roupies, 

a 
condition que les places de marche mention- 

nees 
dans TArticle II de la dite Convention aient 4te effectivement 

ouvertes 
depuis trois 

ans et que les autorites Thibetaffies durant 

cette 
period© 

se 
soient conformees strictement 

sous 
tons les rapports 

aux 
termes de la dite Convention de 1904. II est bien entendu 

que si 
Toccupation 

de la Vallee du Chumbi par les forces Britanniques 
niques n’aura pas 

pris fin, 
pour 

quelque 
raison que ce 

soit, 
a Tepoque 

prevue par la Declaration 
precitee, 

les Gouvernements Britannique 
et Russe entreront dans 

un 

echange 
cle 

vues 
amical ii 

ce 
sujet. 

La present© Convention 
sera 

ratifiee et les ratifications 
en seront 

echangees 

a 

Saint-Petersbourg 
aussitot que faire 

se 
pourra. 

En foi de quoi les Plenipotentiaires respectifs 
ont 

signe la pr&ente Convention et y ont 
appos4 

leurs cachets. 

Eait 
a 

Saint-P4tersbourg, 

en 
double expedition, le 18 (31) Aoht/ 

1907. 
(L.S.) 

A. NICOLSOK. 

(L.S.) ISWOLSKY. 
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(Translation.) 

Convention. 

His Majesty the King 
of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain 
and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas,' 
Emperor of India, and His Majesty the Emperor 

of All the Bussias, 
animated by the sincere desire to settle by 

mutual agreement 
different questions concerning the interests of their States 

on 
the 

Continent of Asia, have determined to conclude Agreements 

destined to prevent all 
cause 

of 
misunderstanding 

between Great 
Britain and Russia in regard 

to the questions referred to, and have 
nominated for this purpose their respective Plenipotentiaries, 

to 
wit 

: His 
Majesty the King 

of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, 
Emperor 

of India, the 
Right 

Honourable Sir Arthur Kicolson, His 
Majesty's Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary 
to His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias; 

His 
Majesty the Emperor 

of All the Russias, the Master of 
his Court Alexander Iswolsky, 

Minister for 
Foreign Affairs; 

Who, having 
communicated to each other their full powers, 

found in good and due form, have agreed 
on 

the following:— 

Agreement concerning Persia. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Russia 
having mutually 

engaged 
to respect the integrity 

and independence 
of Persia, and sincerely desiring 

the preservation of order 
throughout 

that country 
and its peaceful development, 

as 
well 

as 
the permanent establishment 

ment of equal advantages 
for the trade and 

industry 
of all other 

nations; 
'. 

. . 

Considering 
that each of them has, for geographical and 

economic reasons, a 
special interest in the maintenance of peace 

and order in certain provinces of Persia adjo ining, 
or 

in the neighbourhood of, the Russian frontier 
on 

the 
one 

hand, and the 

- 
frontiers of 

Afghanistan 
and Baluchistan 

on 
the other hand; and being 

desirous of avoiding 
all 

cause 
of conflict between their 

respective interests in the above-mentioned provinces 
of Persia; 

Have agreed 
on 

the 
following 

terms:— 

1 

Great Britain engages not to seek for herself, and not to support in favour of British subjects, 
or 

in favour of the subjects 

of third Powers, 
any Concessions of 

a 
political 

or 
commercial 

nature—-such 
as 

Concessions for railways, banks, telegraphs, roads, 
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transport, insurance, &c.—beyond 
a 

line starting from Kasr-i- 
Shirin, passing through Isfahan, Fezd, Kakhk, and ending 

at 
a point 

on 
the Persian frontier at the intersection of the Russian and 

Afghan frontiers, and not to oppose, 
directly 

or 
indirectly, 

demands 
for similar Concessions in this region which 

are 
supported by the 

Russian Government. It is understood that the above-mentioned 
places 

are 
included in the region in which Great Britain engages 

not to seek the Concessions referred to. 

If. 

Russia, 
on 

her part, engages not to seek for herself and not to 
support, in favour of Russian subjects, 

or 
in favour of the subjects 

of third Powers, 
any Concessions of 

a 
political 

or 
commercial 

nature—such 
as 

Concessions for railways, banks, telegraphs, roads, 
transport, insurance, &c.—beyond 

a 
line 

going 
from the Afghan 

frontier by 
way of Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, and 

ending 
at Bunder 

Abbas, and not to oppose, 
directly 

or 
indirectly, demands for 

similar Concessions in this region which 
are 

supported by the 
British Government. It is understood that the above-mentioned 
places 

are 
included in the region in which Russia engages not to 

seek the Concessions referred to. 

III. 

Russia, 
on 

her part, engages not to oppose, without previous 

arrangement with Great Britain, the grant of any Concessions 
whatever to British subjects 

in the regions of Persia situated 
between the lines mentioned in Articles I and II. 

Great Britain undertakes 
a 

similar engagement 
as 

regards the 
grant of Concessions to Russian subjects in the 

same 
regions of 

Persia. 
All Concessions existing 

at present in the regions indicated in 
Articles I and II 

are 
maintained. 

IT. 

It is understood that the 
revenues 

of all the Persian customs, 
with the exception of those of Parsistan and of the Persian Gulf, 

revenues 
guaranteeing 

the amortization and the interest of the 
loans concluded by the Government of the Shah with the 

“ 

Banque 
d’Escompte 

et des Prets de Perse 
” 

up to the date of the signature 

of the present Agreement, 
shall be devoted to the 

same 
purpose 

as 
in.the past. 

It is equally understood that the 
revenues 

of the Persian 
customs of Farsistan and of the Persian Gulf, 

as 
well 

as 
those of 

the fisheries 
on 

the Persian shore of the Caspian 
Sea and those of 
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the Posts and 
Telegraphs, shall be devoted, 

as 
in the past; 

to the 
service of the loans concluded by the Government of the Shah 
with the 

Imperial Bank of Persia up to the date of the signature 

of the present Agreement. 

Y. 

In the event of 
irregularities occurring in the amortization 

or the payment of the interest of the Persian loans concluded with 

the 
“ 

Banque d’Escompte 
et des Brets de Perse 

” 
and with the 

Imperial Bank of Persia up to the date of the signature of the 
present Agreement, and in the event of the necessity arising for 
Russia to establish control 

over 
the 

sources 
of 

revenue 

guaranteeing 

the 
regular service of the loans concluded with the first-named 

bank, and situated in the 
region mentioned in Article II of the 

present Agreement, 
or 

for Great Britain to establish control 

over 
the 

sources 
of 

revenue 

guaranteeing 
the 

regular service of the 
loans concluded with the second-named bank, and situated in the 
region mentioned in Article I of the present Agreement, the 
British and Russian Governments undertake to enter beforehand 

into 
a 

friendly exchange of ideas with 
a 

view to 
determine, in 

agreement with each other, the 
measures 

of control in question 

and to avoid all interference which would not be in 
conformity with 

the principles governing 
the present Agreement. 

Conven tion 
concerning Afgha 

nisi 
an. 

The 
High Contracting 

Parties, in order to ensure 
perfect 

security 
on 

their 
respective 

frontiers in Central Asia and to 
maintain in these 

regions 

a 
solid and lasting 

peace, have concluded 

the following Convention: 

— O 
-ARTICLE L 

His Britannic 
Majesty’s 

Government declare that 
they 

have 
no 

intention of changing the 
political 

status of 
Afghanistan. 

His Britannic 
Majesty’s Government further engage to exercise 

their influence in 
Afghanistan only 

in 
a 

pacific 
sense, and they 

will not themselves take, 
nor 

encourage 
Afghanistan 

to 
take, 

any 

measures 
threatening Russia. 

The Russian Government, 
on 

their part, declare that they 

recognize Afghanistan 
as 

outside the sphere of Russian influence, 

and they 
engage that all their 

political 
relations with Afghanistan 

shall be conducted through the intermediary of His Britannic 
Majesty’s Government; they further engage not to send any 
Agents into 

Afghanistan. 
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ARTICLE II. 

The Government of His Britannic Majesty having 
declared in 

the Treaty signed 
at Kabul 

on 
the 21st March, 1905, that they 

recognize the Agreement and the engagements concluded with the 
late Ameer Abdur Rahman, and' that 

they have 
no 

intention of 
interfering in the internal government of Afghan territory, Great 
Britain engages neither to annex nor to occupy in contravention 
of that Treaty 

any 
portion of 

Afghanistan 

or to interfere in the 
internal administration of the country, provided that the Ameer 
fulfils the engagements already contracted by him towards His 
Britannic Majesty’s 

• 

Government under the above-mentioned 
Treaty. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Russian and 
Afghan 

authorities, specially designated 
for 

the purpose on 
the frontier 

or 
in the frontier provinces, 

may 
establish direct relations with each other for the settlement of 
local questions 

of 
a 

non-political 
character. / 

ARTICLE IY. 

His Britannic 
Majesty’s 

Government and the Russian Government 

ment affirm their adherence to the principle of equality of 
commercial mercial 

opportunity 
in 

Afghanistan, 
and they 

agree that any 
facilities which may have been, 

or 
shall be hereafter, obtained for 

British and British-Indian trade and traders, shall be 
equally 

enjoyed by Russian trade and traders. .Should the p;ogress of 
trade establish the necessity 

for Commercial Agents, the two 
Governments will agree 

as to what 
measures 

shall.be taken, due 
regard, of course, 

being had to the Ameer’s sovereign rights. 

ARTICLE Y. 

The present arrangements will only 
come 

into force when His 
Britannic Majesty’s Government shall have notified to the Russian 
'Government the consent of the Ameer to the terms 

stipulated 

above. 

Agreement concerning Thibet. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Russia 
recognizing the 

suzerain 
rights 

of China in Thibet, and 
considering 

the fact that 
Great Britain, by 

reasoii of her geographical position, has 
a 

special 
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« 

interest in the maintenance of the status quo in the external 
relations of Thibet/have made the 

following Agreement 

• ' 

ARTICLE L 
; 

. The two 
High Contracting Parties engage to respect the terri-. 

torial integrity 
of Thibet and to abstain from all interference in 

its internal administration, 

.. ' • - 
ARTICLE II. 

In 
conformity with the admitted principle of the suzerainty of 

China 
over 

Thibet, Great Britain and Russia engage not to enter 
into 

negotiations with Thibet except through 
the intermediary of 

the Chinese Government. This engagement does not exclude the 
direct relations between British Commercial Agents and the 
Thibetan authorities provided for in Article Y of the Convention 
between Great Britain and Thibet of the 7th September, 1904, 

and confirmed by the Convention between Great Britain and China 
of the 27th April, 1906; 

nor 
does it 

modify the engagements 
entered into by Great Britain and China in Article I of the said 
Convention of 1906. 

_ 
It is 

clearly understood that Buddhists, subjects 
of Great 

Britain 
or 

of Russia, 
may enter into direct relations 

on 
.strictly 

religiousTmatters 
with the Dalai Lama and the other representatives 

of Buddhism in Thibet; the Governments of Great Britain and 
Russia engage, 

so 
far 

as 
they 

are 
concerned, 

not to allow those 
relations to 

infringe 
the 

stipulations 
of the present-Agreement, 

ARTICLE III. 

The British and Russian Governments 
respectively 

engage not 
to send 

Representatives 
to Lhassa. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The two 
High Contracting Parties engage neither to seek 

nor 
to obtain, whether for themselves 

or 
their subjects, 

any Concessions 
cessions for 

railways, roads, telegraphs, 
and mines, 

or 
other rights 

in Thibet. 

! ~ 
. . . ARTICLE V. 

The two Governments agree that 
no 

part of the 
revenues 

of 
Thibet, whether in kind 

or 
in cash, shall be 

pledged 
or 

assigned 
to 

Great Britain 
or 

Russia 
or 

to any of their subjects. 
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Annex 
to 

the Agreement 
between Great Britain and Bussia 

concerning Thibet. 

Great Britain reaffirms the Declaration, signed by 
his Excellency 

lency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India and appended 

to the ratification of the Convention of the 7th September, 1904, 

to the effect that the 
occupation of the Chumbi Valley by British 

forces shall 
cease 

after the payment of three annual instalments of 
the 

indemnity of 25,00,000 
rupees, 

provided 
that the trade marts 

mentioned in Article II of that Convention have been 
effectively 

opened 
for three years, and that in the meantime the Thibetan 

authorities have faithfully complied 
in all respects with the terms 

of the said Convention of 1904. It is 
clearly 

understood that if 
the 

occupation 
of the Chumbi Valley by the British forces has, 

for any reason, not been terminated at the time 
anticipated 

in the 
above Declaration, the British and Bussian Governments will 

enter upon 
a 

friendly exchange of views 
on 

this subject. 

The present Convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications 
exchanged 

at St. 
Petersburgh 

as soon as 

possible. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries 
have 

signed 
the present Convention and affixed thereto their seals. 

Done in 
duplicate 

at St. Petersburgh, 
the 18th 

(31st) August, 

1907. 
(L.S.) A. NICOLSON. 
(L.S.) ISWOLSKY. 

Annexes. 

Sir A. Nicolson to M. Isioolsky. 

Sain t-PStersbourg, 

M. le Ministre, le 18 
(31) Aovbf, 1907. 

Me referant 
a 

TArrangement 

an 
sujet du Thibet 

signe 
aujourd’hui, j’ai rhonneur Me faire 

a 
votre Excellence la declaration 

tion suivante:—• 

“Le Gouvernement Britannique juge utile, pour 
an 

taut 
qu’il 

dependra de lui, de 
ne pas 

admettre, sauf accord 
prealable 

avec 
le 

Gouvernement Busse, 
pour une 

duiMe de trois 
ans 

ii 
partir de la 

date de la presente communication, Ten tree 

. 
an 

Thibet d’und. 
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© 

.mission 
scientiiique qnelconqite, 

a 
condition toutefois qu’une 

assurance 
pareille 

soit dormee de la part du Gouvernement 
Imperial 

de Eussie. 
“Le Gouvernement 

Britannique 
se propose, 

en 
outre, de 

sadresser 
au 

Gouvernement Chinois afin de faire agreer 
a ce dernier 

une 
obligation analogue pour 

une 

pdriode correspondante 
; 

ii 
va 

de soi que la 
me me 

demarche 
sera 

faite par le Gouvernement 

Eusse. 

a 
A 

rexpiration 
du terme de trois 

ans 
precite, le Gouvernement 

Britannique avisera d’un 
commun 

accord 
avec 

le Gouvernement 

Eussie 
a 

Toppertunit6, 
s’il y a 

lieu, des 
mesures 

ulterieures k 
prendre 

concernant les 
expeditions scientifiques 

au 
Thibet/ 

5 *Je saisis, &c. 
(Signe) A. IsTICOLSOK. 

(Translation.) 

M. le Ministre, St. Petersburgh, August 18 
(31), 1907, 

With reference to the 
Agreement regarding Thibet, signed 

to-day, I have the honour to make the following Declaration to 
your 

Excellency:— 

“ 
His Britannic 

Majesty’s 
Government think it desirable, 

so 
far 

as 

they 
are 

concerned, not to allow, unless by 

a 
previous 

agreement 
ment with the Eussian Government, for 

a 

period 
of three years 

from the date of the present communication, the entry into Thibet 
of any scientific mission whatever, 

on 
condition that 

a 
like 

assurance 
is 

given 
on 

the part of the 
Imperial 

Eussian 
Government. 

“ 
His Britannic Majesty’s Government propose, moreover, to approach 

the Chinese Government with 
a 

view to induce them to 
accept 

a 
similar obligation for 

a 

corresponding period; the Eussian 
Government will, 

as a 
matter of course, take similar action. 

“At the expiration of the term of three years above mentioned 
His Britannic Majesty’s Government will, if necessary, consult 
with the Eussian Government 

as 
to the desirability of any ulterior 

measures 
with regard 

to scientific 
expeditions 

to Thibet.” 
I avail, &e. 

(Signed) 
A. NICOLSON. 

( 2 
.) 

M. 
Iswolsky 

to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Saint-Petcrsbourg, 

M. TAmbassadeur, le 18 
(31) Aout, 1907. 

En reponse k la note de votre Excellence 
en 

date de 
ce 

jour, j’ai 

Thonneur de declarer 
a mon 

tour que le Gouvernement Imperial 
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de Kussie juge utile, 
pour autant 

qu’il dependra de lui, de 
ne pas 

admettre, sauf accord 
prSalable 

avee 
le Gouverneinent Britan- 

nique, 
pour 

une 
durfe de trois 

ans a 
partir de la date de la 

pr4sente communication, reutrfe 
an 

Thibet d’une- mission scien- 
tifique quelconque. 

- . . 
De 

meme que le Gouvernement 
Britannique, le Gouvernement 

Imperial 

se 
propose de s’adresser 

an 
Gouvernement Chinois afin de 

faire 
agr&r 

h 
ce 

dernier 
une 

obligation analogue 
pour une 

periode 
correspondante. 

II reste entendu qu’5, I’expiration 
du terme de trois 

ans 
les 

deux Gouvernements aviseront d’un 
commun 

accord 
a 

lopportunit^, 

s’il y a 
lieu, de 

mesures 
ulterieures £i prendre 

conoernant les expe* 
ditions scientifiques 

au 
Thibet, 

Veuillez agreer, &c. (Sign^) ISWOLSKX 

(Translation.) 

M. rAmbassadeur, Peter slurgh, Avgust 18 
(31), 1907. 

In 
reply 

to your 
Excellency’s 

note of to-day’s date, I have the 
honour to declare that the 

Imperial 
Bussian Government think it 

desirable, 
so 

far 
as 

they 
are 

concerned, 
not to 

allow, unless by 
a previous agreement with the British Government, for 

a 
period of 

three years from the date of the present communication, the entry 

into Thibet of any scientific mission whatever. 
Like the British Government, the 

Imperial Government propose 
pose to 

approach the Chinese Government with 
a 

view to induce 
them to accept 

a 
similar obligation for 

a 
corresponding period. 

It is understood that at the expiration 
of the term of three 

years the two Governments will, if necessary, consult with each 
other 

as to the desirability of any ulterior 
measures 

with 
regard 

to 
scientific expeditions 

to Thibet. 
Accept, 

&c. 
(Signed) ISWOLSKY, 
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