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About this record

This file mostly consists of minutes of meetings of the War Cabinet's Mesopotamian Administration Committee
(later renamed the Middle East Committee), chaired by George Curzon.

The papers are chiefly concerned with current and future British policy in Mesopotamia, which during the
period covered was under British military occupation. However, the minutes also discuss matters relating to
the wider Middle Eastern region, as reflected in the change of name to Middle East Committee in August 1917.

In addition to minutes, the file includes the following: a draft report by the committee, dated March 1917,

containing recommendations regarding future British policy in Mesopotamia and the wider region (ff 1-2); a

letter to George Curzon from Lieutenant-Colonel Mark Sykes, dated 2 July 1917, recommending that the committee
be renamed, in order to define its scope and work (ff 24-25).
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- THD CHLIRMAN regordéed the question of immigration as one
stunding rothor by itself, wnd thought that it°'should form the

” subject of o sopurate telegram. For his pcrt, he did not at

present contempluate admitting eilther settlers or tredors.

SIR A .HIRTZEL thought thet this, possibly, was the view of
3ir ZPerey Cox, who had mcde no comment on this paragraph.

MR CHAMBERIAIN pointod out that Indicn troops hud been very
lergely used in conguering the territory under discussion, ¢nd this
constituted & strong ergument for admitting Indians in e limited
degree to those territories,

THE CH.LIRAN thought they should not be permitted to go
beyond Besreh, The wholec mutter, in his opinion, wented clescring
up further.

MR, CHAIBURLAIN egreed thet & rush of Iandisns to the occupimd
territories would be most undesircble.

THE CHAIRILN scid therce were twe periods to consider, the
period of militery occupition snd the subsequent period. They
rust aiffereonticte between them cnd rmst ascertein the views of
the CGovernment of India in regerd” to those two periods. Lgein,
in regerd to the question of land, thoy did not Imow whet wes
in the mind of the Indien Govermment.

Sir THOM/.S HOLDIRUISS thought thet the Indien Gover:ment:
hed in mind restrictions similer tc those imposed in Rhodesis,
a/ Test Africe gnd elsewhere. Indie, Do was e cortuin, would
object strongly if they were told that Indiens were to be cxcluded
from Irek.

MR.CHAMBERIAIN suggosted thet Indis should be teld thet
at prosent cil immigretion wus considered undesireble.

TEE CHAIRMAN egroed, so.long ts they were not lsft with
the impression thet leter there would be unrestricted immigration.

MR .CHANBERLAIN pointed out thet India hed no freé ingress
the - aaywhere. German Bost isfrice hud, &8s & metter of fact, welcomed
future Indiens, but/thet country wes " ~te=wer. India
of/ could not be excluded everywhere., nNOw in question.

THE CHLIRMAN said his cbjection wes to the phrase free
immigration, @nd reminded the Committec that their policy hed
been to press for Arcb edinirisiration. In his opinion it wculd
be better tc sgy that the question did not arisc &t the moment
and that the case must not be prejudged now. Considerations
arising leter must be regorded in the light of the form of the
administretion it was decided to zdopte.

Sir RONADD GRAHAN ssid thet this was precisely the view
taken by the Foreign Office.

" MR.CHAMBERLAIN thougzht that thore must be & lend settloment,
and he was opvosed to letting eny irresponsible squetters in,
but he enquired whether an Indian was to be disqualified &s o
purcheser of land or &3 & shodkeeper.

Sir HENRY McUAHON cited the cese of Brluchistan, where it
wes open to anybody to buy lond, bul 26 slion or non-resident -
might purchese land without permission, which, in poiant of fact,
was seldom accorded. The lew\wes thet the Areb had a right
of pre-empticn over the non-Lr£3§TtEEEEE)

Sir THOMAS HOTDERNASS said that it was tho seme in the
Punjcb, where there wes & diserimination ageinst SFHRANEF O,
persons who did not belong to one of the recognised agricultural
classes. .

Reference: Mss Eur F112/272. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x00000e



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x00000e?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

D

dibagll s &4iSa
Qatar National Libra
e " Papers of the Mesopotamian Administration (later Middle East) Committee [7V]
(14/80)

]
g
g
£
E

Reference: Mss Eur F112/272. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x00000f



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x00000f?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

Gailooll o isa
gurartiatonsttibrany Papers of the Mesopotamian Administration (later Middle East) Committee [8r]

(15/80)

®

i ir, CHAMBARLLIN again nrossed thd point thet, hoving regerd te-
ell thet the Indien soldiors had déno, not only in Persis buf in
elnogt everr thootre of onorations, they could not contaaplete a

A complete veto on Indton fumigrotion,

THI CHALULY thought tlnt 4% did not mettor much létting Indione
into Bearch, but os resjards the .irrizated lond in the Baghded Vilayet
the ‘rcbs would rosent ca cicossive influr of Indions to tho oxolu-
sion of themsolvos,

MRe CiLIDERLAIN suggested o forymla to the offoet thot -snocial
necsuros wore coabtemnlated to nroteet the Arabs, but not nccossarily
to ciielude Indians.

Tl CEAIRMAN repeated tlhnt Basrch wes now odon to an wavestrioted
inflw:, and-thot proccubtions must bo tokon thot Baghdad weus not
egually opens He tirouzght thet the Committes should @vait o further
expression by tho Govorpmewmt of India of their viows,

SIR TIOWAS FOLDERNIGS agreed, end said thrat in the moonvhile
they could ascertein what resirietions wore now in force, ond what
the Inddan Goverment rozlly mecnt by froe immigravion,

MRe CHAMUIRTAIN furthor sugrested that tho question of 07ficers
et Basrch ond Boghded should bo held over for the preseub. :

PARLGRATH IL.

Tho Comzittee mode no comnents. .

ARAGRATHS IIX & IV.. .

MR, CILIMIRLAIN suggosted thet tho Govermment of Indiz should be
inforned to the effoet thot the Jommittce's genoral scheme stood, and
tho British (overament trustod them to work up to its vrincinles.

TG CHATMAL drew attention to Sir Jerey Com's comments on this
parcoranh and on Paragranh LIIX. Ho nointed out thet the ifdminis-
rative Cowicil was one of locel administrotion, He did not quite
undexsiand whet the position of the Chiof Jolitieal 0fficor was %o ba.

MRe CILIDTRTLIN roforred to Sir Pevey Cox's comments on 2uragranh
AIX. He thouzht that Sir Peroy misunderstoed tho Committeo's inten~
tiong., Tho Comiitteo hed never Hreposed thet this should be brought
inte foweo w/hile the militwmry oceunction continued. All they wanted
was bo provont 8ir “orey Cox goiiing up on sdministrobion of his own

R o Which would render the ultimate realisation of the
cheme impossible.

T3 CHLIELYT expleined the nilitory situction on the Moris and
Iuphretes asconding to whe latest infoimaotion. . .in unfortuncte
Loetor wes thot the masinns wore quits wseloss end inoifectivs.
Genercl irude mas at sresont dronering o defonsive line, which, he
wderstood, vas not idontical with the Trontior of tho Baghded Vil-
ayet. Ulio Chief of the Imverizl Gemorzl Btaif had infommed the Wer
Cabinot that morning thot®, in his opinion, there wos no uroesdcet of
tho fwrks beiny able to ciiack wntil the lcte ovtwn. Mhiazs wore
noviiry mickly in that Hort of tho world, znd 1t wes nescssary that
the Govormment should jush zhead with thoix ajoscls, Thiere wore
six months in wideh to devl with $hos situ-iion.

1R CiLILUALAIN Dointed out. thet, wndor the Higue Convontion,
which mrecludes cmmexption during o war, it would only be possible
to ostablish milituery coatrol. . hat thery did not went was that =
howde of Iadicn officials should come rughing 1an\:m bent on -
impdosing an Indian form of cdiministretion, .. Baghdad/

R
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(5 that he thought quite
Sir THOLY.S HOLDERNESS baid/that the Indisn. Governmont Xuiiy
~rcecognised this,

Sir HODIRY Mell HOH edded thzat it was also sccopted by 3ir’
Percy Cox, In his opinion Militery law wos, in some rospects,
an oxcollent systom under which "to mcke a plunge™ in edministration.

THY CHAIRMAN referred to the Comuission suggested by Sir
Porcy Cox, znd suggestod that it was e natter for the India Offico
to desl with,

Mr,CHAMBERLAIN said thet the thought it wea Xather & Foreign
Office question.

THE CHAIRMAN conoiderod thet it should be & non-Indinn
‘ Cormmission. 3

S thought 1t mizht be a mixed Commission,
with one , one offieicl from Igypt, cud so one.

THE CHAIRILD seid thet he felt the question of an sAdministre-~
tive Council must stcnd over for further dotaelled investigation,

PAR.GRLPE T,

Sir THOHAS IOLDERNLSS reesd out Sir Percy Cox's corments on
proposel V., .

¥r OHAMBERLAIN doubted how far the policy formnlated by the
Committee would be preacticable. Ho questioned whether Boghded
could produce the nucleus of an administretion, end pointed out
thet up to gquite recently thet cdministration had been Turkish add
not Arabd, Ho thought tho Committee might say that they accepted
the suggostions in brosd cutline, end they would send & Commission
to work out detzils &t the proper time. In tho meentime Indis must
be werned not to do anything which might later ruise difficulties.

THT CHLIRMAN spid thet i theix deliborntions the Committes
could not ignore tho'concention thet the Lllice might possibly come
to terms with Turley, and those torms might inelude tho restorction
to Turkey of the Baghdod Viieyes. Por thig recson he thousht it
was neoossery thet the fulure administrition of Besreh end Bughdad
nust be trcated separately Pordher, in thinking of our Terms of
Poace, it vos necossury that onr illies should bo considered. It
wea possible thet 'we might hove to pire off bits of isia es woll es
of Lfrice, in order to ofrcct the rostoration of Lllied torritory
in Burope now in Germun hinds.

For this rcescn, euro rmst be tdzen thet Sir Percy Cox

did not sturt working upon the cssumption thut Beghdzd end Bosrah
wore nocesserily to be cmalgamcted. Thore was & further ccnsidere-
tion; .supnosing that cur erms werc viotorlous in Polestine, in
order to rotein our gidins thére end to get our Allies te agree to

hair retention by ws, or if, as ho hed said, we saw an opnortunity
of mcking o scperete end geuerslly satisfoctory pesace with Turkey,
wo night hive to surrcider Baghdad,

Sir L. HIRTZEL remindcod the Cormittee thet Hie Mejosty's
Governnment wore pledged to the King of the Hedjaz cnd to the Lrabs
not to mako peace on turms which would invelve handing back the

Lrabs to Turkish rule.

'  Actual wording of
| §ir HUHRY MOMAHON pointed out thet the ARk the ocrocmont
with tho King of thc RHedjoz W not sc rigid cs Sir Arthur
Hirtzel had indicatod.

THE CHAIRMLN egroed, cnd reposted thet they must ensure that
nothing was done whick, in the futurc, might meke the two systems
unworkable . ;
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MR CHLMBZRIAIN said that his Zepartment would draft a telegram
contcining instructions for the Indian Government and Sir Percy Cox,
which he thought would be. & relief to them both, stating that immi-
gration, land policy and other questions must stand over for the
present.

PARAGRAPH VI
The Commnittee made no comments.
PAZ GRAPH VII.

TBE CEAIRLAN said =s regards Ne jf and Kerbela he gathered that
Sir Percy Cox ezgreed with the views of the Committee, who had only
contemplated the Sacred Cities themselves and not a territorial
enclave. He personally concurred in sir zercy's view.

MR CEA:3ZRLAIN thought that as holy flaces they must be granted
indenendence under 2 Moslem Committee, but precautions must be taken
to nrevent their becoming sinks of iniquity or refuges for undesir-
able cheracters. He understood that the Committee wished him to
let 3ir Percy Cox know that their views coincided with his.

SARAGRAPH VIII.

Mix CHALBERLLIN read out the comments of the Government of India
contained in the Viceroy's telegram of April 27, 1917.

THZ CHAIRUAY said the concluding sentence, "For these reasons
we think large schemes are to be denrecoted until the country settles
down and loczl lcbour is available" governed the whole thing.

MR CALLBSRLAIH'suggested that if the line they took was that
of helping and establishing the Arabs there would not be much room
left for Indians.

2h3s0R.PHS IX gnd £.

The Committee made no comments.
PARAGR: »d al.

THE CEAIRMAN said that the Indian Government wanted more pre-
cise informetion in regard to the Committee's provosal, and enquired
whet prretical control the Government of India would exercise. BEe
said that vwhet the Committee had intended was that the old neutral
zone should be included as well us the new, but this had not been
uné¢erstood by Sir Zercy Cox. What the Committee intended wes that
India should have the avpointment of 2olitical Officers to the towns
and ports within the entire zone who might report also, when
considered advisable, tc the 3ritish liinister at Teheran.

MR CEAI.BERLAIN thought that the Committee should say that it
was imhossible for them absolutely to detine what their proposals
would amount to in practice until they were informed more fully of
the zcetusl circumstances. The Govermment of India, he said, were
opposed to Sir Percy Sykes' Mission, s they naturally did not want
to have reswonsibility without authority.

R
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There followed some discussion as to the ofiicials who should
b(‘auppliad to form the nucleus of the rew Aduinistration.
o~ 8ir A, HIRTZEL suggested that a "Reuinder" telegram should be
« .0t to 8ir Percy Cox.

S8ir RONALD GRAHAM eaid the Toreign Office had prepared a list .
of suiteble officials, all of .hom had had a grounding of Arabiec.

Mr. OHAMBERLAIN suggested that 8ir Peroy Cox might be informed
that the Toreign Office had corpiled & list of men with the necessary
qualifications who nould probably be of use to him, and that he
night apply to London before he appealed to India. Sir Persy Cox
might be invited also to state more explicitly what his needs were.

8ir THOMAS HOLDERNESS considered that men were required who
were accuatomed and prepared to work under military conditions.

Mr,.SHUCKBURGH stated that S8ir Percy Cox was already aware
that men in Persia and the Sudan were immediately available for his
purposes.

The Committee decided to recomuend:-—
(1) That a telegram should be sent to the Viceroy,
and repeated to Bir Percy Cox, saying that His
Majesty's Governwent would be glad of an early
intimation of 8ir Percy Cox's views regarding
Officers to be obtained frowm Egypt; stating
elso that certain named officers of the Levant
Sarvice already in Persia could be spared by
the Toreign Office; and asking for fuller
details of the immediate requirements of
Mesopotamia in the matter of personuel:
(2) That a telegram should be sent to tihe Viceroy, &
and repeated to Bir Percy Cox steting:-—
(a) That the promised despateh supplementing
the Viceroy's telegram of the 27th April
was awalted, dbut giving an assurance that
His Majesty's Goverament had not in view
the immediate establishment of an Arab
Administration on the lim s indicated in
India Office telegram of the 29th March, 1917:
(b) That His Majesty's Government reocognised
that the military eituation requires y

that the Army Commander and the Chief =
Political Ofricer should have a free

hand, but that, if possible, nothing

should be done during the military ooccu-—

petion that #ould prejudice the subsequent

introduecti on of an Adninistration on the

sald lines:

(s) That the intention vas that separate
adninistrative syetems should be estab-
lished for Basrah and for Baghdad:

(d) Thaet they concurred in Bir Perey Cox's 2
proposal that the whole question should =
be investigated by a Commission, which
should report thoroughly upon the regu- %)
lation of Indiwsn immigration, the institu- [
tion of Administrative Councils, and the 4k
establighment of & permanent Judieial Bystems

b
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»  SIORET
' MESOPOTAMIA ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE.

The THIRD Meeting of the Mesopotamia Administration
nriittee was held in the Lord President of the Council's Roon at
he House of Lords on Tuesday, June 12th, 1917, at 6 p.i.

The following members .ere present:-

The Right Hon. The Tar), Curzon of Kedleston, K.G.,
@00 80E . GoGs 2 RV E in the: ohiin)
The Right Hon. The Viscount Milner, 4.0.B., 6.C.M.G.
(The Rizht Hon. The Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, K.G.,
Foreign ( @.0.B:, G.0.8:I., G.C.M 6 G.0.1:E.; G.0.7.0. 1:8.0.
Oifice. (8ir George Clerk, K.C.M.G., CG.B.,
(8ir R.W.Grahan, K.OM.G., C.B.,

(The Right Hon. Austen Chemberlscin

India (8ir T.W.Holdernese, G G.B., R.0.8.I.

Qffice {Lba=—Gen Bir B ViUox, B.0.MiG:, 008, 0. 8
(Mr.J.E.8huckburgh.

8ir Henry McMahon, @.C.V.0. G.C.M.G., K.0.I.B., C.8.1.
Major L.8torr, Acting Secretary.

TEE CHAIRUAN sald that he had cssembled the Cgumittes to con-
sider further the question of the Administration in Mesopotamia and
the difficulties that had arisen tetween General Msude and 8ir Perey
Cox, and, further, the position of Sir Percy Sykes - in other words
he invited their consideration that afternoon of two main juestions:

(a) B8ir Percy Cox's position vis-M—vis the nilitary authorities.
(b) The question of river transport and navigation.

8ir Perey Cox vwas in difficulty owing to his relations with
the military. The Commlttee agreed with him that Cox was an
excellent orficial of wide and unigue experience of thut part of
the world and of the conditvions obtaining there, dbut oving to the
difriculties that hal lately arisen, he had conbemplated sonding
in his resignation. It hud been suggested that he should g0 to
India to see the Viceroy. The ovjeotion to this was that he was
bouni to be absent for some weeks, and, while he was away, his
duties would be perforued by a subordinate vho would not be able
to take an equally strong line, when necegsery, and to stand up
agalnst Gencral Maude, and that Cox would find on his return that
his position and status hed suffered. ¥

It wes for the Com.ittee to decide which side they should
tuke in this duirference oi opinion — whether to stand by Cox, or
vhether they should give way to CGensral Msude. Lord Curzen vas
surs taat the Coumittee vere most anxious to avoid any friction
with the General Commanding the troops in Mesopotamia, but this

. Wa8 @ question of policy.

MR. CHAMBIRLAIN thought that Sir Percy Cox's reasons for
not zoing to India vere convineing and conclusive. Tor somes time
past be had heurd runours that Sir Percy Cox and General Maude
were not working in eantire harumony, but he did not think that
the Comulttee clearly apprehended the actual point of diflerence.
General Maude wes conducting affairs as a eoldier, and it was
Possible that certain actions of his night excite the enmity
of the Araba, which was most undesirable in view of the establish-
wment in the ruture of an Arab State. It vWas not to be expeoted
that General Maude vould inveriably exercise the same tact as one

- 2
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who was conversant with the Heople and had wide experience of
their peouliarities.

Sir Peroy Cox had suggested that in future hs should corres-~
pond direct with the India 0ffice. He was disposed to favour
the adoption of this suggestion.

TEE CHAIRMAN pointed out that Sir Peray Cox had made a more
important woposal, and that was that, in order to strengthen his
hends, he should be apvointed High Commissionser. 8Sir Percy had
intimated that he did not think that the irmy Commender would
raise any serious objoctions., If that were the fact, 8ir lercy
should be given an appropriste status,

MR. CHAMBERLAIN thought that it was very necessary to find
out what was actually happening. This was only possible if
Sir 2ercy were placed in direct communication with his Department.

LORD HMILNHR suggosted that climatic conditions, which at
the prssent time of year were almost insupportable, might afford
a clue to the recont accontuated difforences of opinion,

THE CHAIRMAN thought that it wap desiratlse to strengthen
the hands of the political officer. Eis position must be con-
solidated, and, as time went on, his powers extended, and thore
was dangor of losing ground in this direction. Ho referred to
a telegram that hsd been received from Mr. Storrs, who, he under-
stood, was reputed to be & very capabls official.

LORD HARDINGE suggested that the Administration of
Mesopotamia should be made asnalogous to that obtaining in Egypt -
in other words, that martisl lsw should prevail and that Sir
Percy should be eppointed High Commissioner.

LORD MILNER said that, though their experience of this
form of administration in Bgypt extendod over two years, thore
were certain diffioulties in the way, snd it was necessary to
proceed deliberately and with caution.

THE CHAIRLMAN sasked whether the Committes thought thers was
any objection to Cox's being appointed Provisional High Com-
missioner, Would the sdoption of thie suggestion make the
position of His Majesty’s Govermmens more diffioult if, at s
Peacs Conferance, they had to agres to evacuate Baghdad?

MR, CHAMBERLAIN referred to tho dscisions of the Hague
Conference and thought it was doubttful whether eny annexaticns
durirg the Wer wers permissible and would be generally recognised.

LORD HARDINGE statei that, in subscribing to the decisicns
of that Conference, we had amccepted certain obligations which
bound us during the prosont Wer.

THE CHAIRMAN submitted that the Committoe might accept
his suggestion that Cox should be appcinted Zrovisioral - Eigh
Commissioner and that they should record their opinion that it was
undensirable that he should leave his post at the pressnt
juncture in order to go to India to confer with ths Viceroy.
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(The Secretary of State for India was requested to draft
8 telegram for the approval of the Chairman, & copy-of
which i8 recorded below).

THE CH-:IRM.N referred to the Foreign Office telegram
No. 616 of the 11th June, 1917 from Sir eginald VWingate
regarding instructions that had been received that General
Clayton's services should be placed at the disposal of the
authorities entrusted with our idministration of Mesopotamia,
and that he should proceod to Baghdad for administrative
work in that vilayet.

Sir Reginald Wingnte expressed tho hope thet General
Clayton's ccndidature for the Bughdad appointment should be
withdrswn, as a suitable successor was urgently required to
Sir Merk Sykes as Chisf Political Officer in the Anglo-
French liission, He pointed out the importance of having a
first-rate man to succesd Sir Merk, who is now on his way to
England, and that General Clayton's knowledge and expericnce
rondered him uniquely qualified for the post. B8ir Reginald
seid that he wes unsble to suggest a substitute for .Gendral
Clayton, but he suggested that Sir Percy Cox might desire to
retain Mr. Storrs at Baghded, where his knowledge of Orientals
and his Egyptian oxpericnce would meke him & valuable assistant.

SIR HENRY Mc#l4HUN, in rssponse to an inquiry as to whether
in his opinion Mr. Storrs rossossed the requisite qualifications,
stated that, although ir., Storrs was a very capable and useful
officer, he did not regard hin as really suitable and competent
to undertake the work.

MR, CHAMBERLAIN suggested that Mr. George Lloyd, 7.
might be a suitable man to succeed Sir Mark Sykes, &s ho had
plenty of dbrain and energy and a good knowledgo of Arsbic.

Wr. Chamberlain thought that, owing to the frictiom which
had unfortunately arisen between Sir 2ercy Cox and General
lMiaude, 8ir Percy needed, snd was entitled to, such support as

\ only & man of General Clayton's experience, reputation and
character could afford. :

The Committee agreed, in the circumstances, it was most
important that Gemeral Clayton should proceed to Baghdad, and
that Sir Reginald Vingate's proposal to retain him as Head of
the inglo-French iMission, in succession to Sir Mark Sykes,
should not be entertained. They recommended that the Secretery
of State for Foreign Lffairs should reply to 8ir Reginald
Wingate in this sense.

\8(_‘
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THE CHAIRMAN ssid that the next point which the
Committee had to consider was the question of Mesopotamia
irrigation which was more or lsss linked up with the question
of River Consorvancy and Inlard Vater Transport. Ee quotad
from various telograms on the subject. The services of a
highly competent oxpert Inginesr were required as Director of
Waterwsys end Irrigstion and the name of Sir Georgs Buchamsn
had been suggested. It was, however, pointed out that he
is not mn irrigation oxpert and the salary he would expect
would be excessivo for the duties to bo sarried out.

Licut-Col. Garrow who had had much experience in
South imerics end Egypt had been sent out to Mesopotamie by
the War 0ffice, and both General Maude and Sir Percy Cox
agree that Colonel Garrow, if qualified, would be & suitable
mon for tho post. The War O0ffice evidently had & very high
opinion of this Officer, but if he were appointed it would be
nocessary to have it made quite clear whether he would be
attached to the Civil Administration or be under the Genersl
Officer Commending, as Goneral Meude desired.

lR. CHAMBERLAIN thought that the Chisf of Imperiel Goneral
Staff should be consulted. He himself agrecd with Sir Percy
Cox's vicws. If Colunel Garrow went to Mesopotomia in s
purely militery capacity difficultiss might arise as he might
be inclined to disregard Arab water rights and he might not
consider fully the permanent effect ou irrigatiom problems of
any temporary oxpedient.

TEE CEAIRMAN said he was not quite certain what the
actual situation was. He had %he impression thet Goneral Gray
and Colonel Hughes were in Mescpotemia to deal with these
questions and he wished to know if they had been supsrseded.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN explained that Sir George Buchanan had
been sent out in ths carly days but that he had not been &ble
to work cordiaslly with Genersl Nixon. The War Gffice
were now sending out Colonel Garrow to aegsist General Gray
in matters comnected with River Conservancy. General Gray
was the Local Commanding Officer, Inlend Water Transport Depart-
ment.

SIR THOCM=S HOLDERNESS pointed out that Colonsl Garrow was
a Conservancy Enginser and not an expert on irrigation. He
thotight that an irrigation specialist should be sent to Mesopotamia
from Indis or Egypt in crder to provent sny interference with
the existing system of water rights.

THE CHAIRMAN drow attention to the fact that Colonel Garrow
was proceeding to Mesovpotamiz not to act as a subordinate of
Gencral Gray but es the Conservancy expert and his powers and
position had to be dotermined.

SIR THOMAS HOLDERNESS thought that the first question was
should Sir George Buchanan be sent back to iesopotamie, after making
his report, as General Adviser on irrigntion, conservancy and
water transport. It wes quite clear that both Goneral saude and
5ir Percy Cox were in need of an Eivert idviser on irrigation and
conservancy, and a further guestion was, should this expert be
under Sir Percy Cox or be attsched to General kcude's Staff?
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THE CEAIRMAN reminded the Committee that 8ir Percy
Bylles had on his Staff, two experts, on Military matters
in the person of & Ceneral §taff Officer and an expert
on rinancial questions.

LORD HARDINGE thousht that Gemeral Maude wanted to
isnore the Indian Government end to be entirely independent
ol 1t.

MR,CHANBERLAIN said thet it had been arranged that Sir
Charles Marling should, as a last resource have the power of
veto. The South Persia Rifles were to be utilised for
military operations and he thought there was much to be said
for the point of view that the man who was responsible for
the conduct of the campalgn should have charge and control
of all the Forces operating under his ordera.

LORD HARDINGE meferred to the disastrous effeot of His
Majesty's Government sending the Central Indian Horse to
Ispahan against the advice of his Government when he was
Viceroy of India.

THE CHAIRMAN was of opinion that the reeent instructions
of the Committee had not been expressed with sufficient
clarity. He thought that they should request the Indian
Government to undertake what the Fereign Office had asked
in the Secretary of Btate for India's telegrarz of 7th May,1517.

LORD HARDINGE oited the Cossack Brigede and said that he
thought that its sdministration was conducted on sound lines.

LORD MILFFR vwas of the opinion that they should not go
back on their previous decision.

THE CHAIRMAN agreed and thought that something further was
necessary and that some supplementary instructions were
required.

8o far ss 8ir Percy Sykes was concerned, Lord Curzon thought
that recently he had consolidated his position.

MR, CHAMBERLAIN suggested that he should discuse the whole
question with the Foreign Office and obtain from them a oclear
understanding of their wishes. Bubjeot to the Committee's
approval he proposed, in ooncert with the Foreign Office, to
draft a telegram which night meet ihe case, The position
taken up by the Government of India was "we are being saddled
with responsitlity, but we are not allowved to have any say in
the matter", The Indian Government evidently objected to ba
over-ruled by 8ir Charles Marling,
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MESOPOTAMYA ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. /

Minutes of the 4th Meeting held at the House of
Lords cn Tuesday 19th June, 1917 at

6.20 p.m,

Present:-~
The Right Hon.
Earl Curzon of Kedleston,K.G.,G.C.S.1.,G.C.I.E.
(in the Chair)
(Right Hon.A. Chamberlain, M,P.
(3ir Thomes Holderness, XK.C.B., K.C.S.I.,
(Sir Arthur Hirtzel, Z.C.B.,
(Lisub.-Gen. Sir Herbart Cox, K.C.M.C.,C.B.; €.8.1.
(Mr. Shuckburgh

India Office

TPoreign Offiece Sir Ronald Grgham, X.C.M.G., C.B.,
Sir Henry Me Mghon, G.C.V.0., GiC:il.Bs, E.Col R,
03 5o &
Sir Mart Srkes, Secretary.

CONTROL QF SQUTH PERSIAN RIFLDS, -

New documents cited.
Sir Chas. Marlings telegrams 208-~208

ao
THE CHATRMAN submitted to the Committee that the caser{ hitherto
understood was naterially altered by Sir C. Marling's telegrams
202 and 203, ond by a personcl communication of Sir Percy Syxzes,

which his Iordship hed lately received.

From these documents it arpear% that Sir Percy Sykes'™ duties
have been even more complex pnd difficult than had hitherto been
supposed, since he was responsiblie, not only for the finence,
policy, and mainterance of the Scuth Persian Rifles, dbut also
for their operatiozs and movements in a very lsrge area, a task
suffieient to tsx the powers of any officer, #md in his Lordship's
opinion, Sir Percy Sykes was entitled to every consideration at
the hands cof iHis Majssty's Government. For the momen*t his
Lordship was of'cpiniva that the two following points had tc be
teken into accouat, virstly that the force was primerily civil
and not 2 military one, secoudly that in view of recent poliuical
developments in Persia, the constitution of the organisatiom of
the force should give as little cause for frietion ¢8 possible
with the Persian Government.

SECRETARY OF STATH POR INDI4 was of opinion that the eontrpl
shonld be in the hands of en authority in close touch with the
political situetion in Persia, and he su.:ested that eventually
Sir Charles linrling should be the person to whom the control of
the South Persian Rifles should be given. However, he thought
it would be advisable to postpone decisicn until Sir Percy Sykes
"provisional scheme", mentioned in Sir Charles lixrling's telegram
No.202, had been received by lig lizjesty's Covernment. In the
meantime the Secretary of State suggested thot Sir Charles
Marling should be requested to repeat his telegram, Ho.203, to
the Covermnment of India, if this had not slready been done.

— 13
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The Cemmittes agreed

o (i) that aoction ashould be postponed pending
o receipt of B8ir Peruy Sykes's report,

(1) the Government of India should be informed
aococordingly,

(111) and that Sir Charles Marling should be

instructed to repeat the above telegrams
to the Government of India.

2. IRRIGATION OFFICKRS IN MESOPOTAMIA.

New doouments cited.

Draft telegram to Government of India.

Letter from C€.I.G,S5. to Secretary of State for India,
18th June, 1917.

THE CHAIRMAN submitted C,I.G.S.'s letter for the ocon-
sideration of the Committee, pointing out that, in view of
Sir William Robertson's opinion, the draft telegram previously
decided upon required substantial alteraticn. *

The Committee, after considering the C.I.G.B.'s letter,
decided that a telegram should be sent to Sir Percy Coxm,
asking him whether he would be satisfied with the appeintment
¢f Colonel Garrow as Irrigation Adviser, ettached to the
Military administration, but zuthcrised to communicate direct
with the Civil Authcrities; or whether he considered it neces-
sary that a Civil Irrigation Adviser should be attached to his
ewn staff, wholly independent of the military organisation,

GENERAL CLAYTON'S APPOINTMENT .

New documentecited.

Telegram to Sir R, Wingate No. 587.

Telegrams from Sir R. Wingate Nos. 616, 637, 6561,
Private telegram from General Clayton.

At the request of the Chairman

SIR RCNALD GRAHAM read a private telegram from General
Clayteon, in which the latter subtmitted his request that if
it were possible he should not procesed to Mesopotemia on
grounds of health and previous service,

|
|
I
]
I

A4t *he invitaticn of the Chairman

SIR MARK SYKES sutmitted that, owing to the complexity
of the Anglo-frencH-Arab situation in Egypt, and the special
qualifications of General Clayton for dealing with that situa-
tion, he considered that officer's presence in Egypt was
indigpensable.

The Committee decided that the Foreign Office should
inform the High Commissicner in Egypt that, in view of his
ewn end General Clayton's representationa, the latter :fficer
should continue in his present office, but that the High
Commissicner should be urgently requested to submit the name
of a well qualified officer to act in Mesopotamia in lieu ef

General Clayton. The Gsvermnment of India and Sir Percy Cox
to be informed accordingly.

(2
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i /
Offices of the War Cabinet,
2 Whitehall Gardens,

London S.W. 1.

July 2nd 1917.

Dear Lord Curzon,
Although I am to see you to~day at 2-30 B write to you
in order to save your valuable time and lay before you certain

points which I hope to lay before you for your consideration.

As matters at present stand, there are &

o

series of problems

which are very closely intertwined and which have hitherto lacked

a single controlling hand inspired by a defined objective or ideal.

The problems may be enumerated as follows:-
1. Persia, and future policy towards.
2. The Arab movement in Asia.

3. Anglo-French relations in regard to HeJjaz.

4. Our future policy in Mesopotamia.

These main problems break up into a number of minor ones.

The handling of these problems has hitherto fallen to the India
Office, Government of India, Foreign Office, and occasional
references to the War Cabinet. However you may have noticed that
the coming into being of the Mesopopamia Administration Committee
has, under your chairmanship, tended to act as a long felt want viz:
a co-ordinating instrument. Both the Foreign Office and India
Office have referred to you for youe decision matters which would
not otherwise have been dealt with at all, or would have appeared.
and disappeared as did the "Rabegh" question. The influence
of the Committee under your guidance has been to speed up deeisions

and clear up situations, however amidst the great press of work

25
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which surrounds you, it is possible that you may not have f

+

noticed that as matters are at present the Committee is becoming
a permanent factor in the conduct of our middle and near Bastern
affairs. If this is to be continued, ( and it has been what
both Clayton and I have long prayed for, namely that you
should assume control of the whole of the middle Bastern
preblem ) I think it will be advisable to give a new name for
the Committee, to define its scope of work and Pix on regular
ordinary meeting days. There should also be some means
devised for disposing of minor questions in order to avoid
delay, as the agenda of the Committee is liable %o become
over charged.

If the Committee resolved that you as chairman should
dispose of these lesser gquestions while keeping them informed
of the action taken, one weekly meeting would suffice.

I anticipate the agenda for the next meeting vill he

heavy and involve considerable discussion, namely:-

1. Sir P. Cox's

positi

=
)
o
o
t
o
3
=
o
.

on 1
2. The Aradb Legion.

3. Our Arabian and Hejaz Policy.

4. The Persian situation in view of the Viceroy's

telegram in regard to Schuster.

Yours very sincerely,

W

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/272. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x000034



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x000034?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

duilngll i a4i<
Qatar National Library

Papers of the Mesopotamian Administration (later Middle East) Committee [25V]
(52/80)

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/272. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x000035

52


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x000035?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

Papers of the Mesopotamian Administration (later Middle East) Committee [26r]
(53/80)

E
§
S
4

Reference: Mss Eur F112/272. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x000036



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x000036?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

D

dgilngll g disa
Qatar National Library

Papers of the Mesopotamian Administration (later Middle East) Committee [26v]
(54/80)

&

i

7

HERY

L

TS T ST S

Reference: Mss Eur F112/272. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x000037



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100070535784.0x000037?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

Gyilngll jnd dyisa
Qatar National Library

Papers of the Mesopotamian Administration (later Middle East) Committee [27r]
(55/80)

SBO0ORBT,

MESOPOTALMTIA ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE.

The SIXTH MEETING of the Mcsopotamia Administration Committee
was held in Lord Curzon's Room &t the Privy Council Officae, on
Friday, July 6th, 1917, at 3.p.m.

- - - - - -

THE FOLLOWING IFMBERS WERE PRESENT:-

The Rt Hon,The Earl Curzon c¢f Kedleston,K.G.,G.C.S.I.,
G CediB i ia v ass i tha Chair )

—

The Rt Hon,A,Chamberlain,M.P,.,
Sir T.W.Holderness,G.C.B.,K.C.S.I.,
India Office Sir Arthur Hirtzel K.C.B.,
Lt ,Gen,Sir H.V,Cox,K.C.}f.G.,C.B.,
Ir J,E.Shuckburgh. '
The Rt Hon.The Lord Hardinge of Penshurst,K.G.,G.C.B,,
Foreign Office G{CB 1< ;0. 000, ,6.0,1.8:,0.8.V.0, . 1.8:0.,

Sir.R,Grahan,k,.C.}.G.,C.B.,
'Sir'Mark Sykes,.......Secretary.,

ARAB LEGION.

The Committee discussad the Report of the Interdepartmental

Sub-Committee on the above and adjourned.

2,Whitehall Gardens,S,v,
6th July,1917,

25
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S
. M.
(7 7 ®
MECRET.
i \
SVESOPOTAMIA ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE.
37
The Seventh Meoting of the Mesopotemisn Adminis-
tration Committee wes held in Lord Curzon's Room
at the Privy Council Office, on Saturdey, July
- 21st, 1917, at 11.35 o.m.
5 L
The following members wore presont :-
The Rt.Hon.The Barl Curzon of Kedleston,
K.G,,3.0.8.I.,G.C.I.E. {In the Choir)
(The Rt.Hon.B.S.Montagu., M.P. Secretary of Stete
for India.
Indie Office (Sir T.W.Holderness, G.C.B., K.C.S.I.
Sir A, Hirtzel, K.C.B.
Lt.Gen. Sir H.V.Cox, K.C.M.G., C.B.
Mr.J.E.Shuckburgh.
(Rt.Hon. A.J.Balfour, 0.M., M.P. Secrotary of State
for Poreign Affairs.
(Rt.Hon. Lera Hordinge, K.G., G.C.B., G.C.S,I.,G.C.M.G.
Foreign Office( G.C.I,E., G.C,V.0,,1.8.0. Pormenent under Secretary
( of Stote for Poreign Affeirs.
S8ir G.R.Clerk, K.C.M.G., C.B.
Sir R.Grehem, X.C.M,G., C.B.
Lieut.Col. Sir H.McMehon, G.C.M.G., G.0.V.0.
Sir lork Sykes ( Secretary)
COMPOSITION AND (1) The Secretory wes suthorised to bring
DUTIES OF THE administrative mattors, reforred to the
MESOPOTAMIA Cormittee requiring immediante action,
ADMINRISTRATION direct to the Chairmon and the two
COMMITTEE. Secreteries of State for diaposal.
CONTROL OF (2) (a) The Committes yggprmondod that the War
MILITARY FORCES O0ffice should take/control of Military :
AT ADEN. operations at Aden. The '7er Cebinet and
Chief of the Imperial Genersl Steff to be
informed accordingly.

(b) Tho Committee decided thet the Govern-
ment of Indie ond S8Sir R.VWingete should be
consulted o8 to the best mesns (by the
doputeticn of en Indian Officer or other-
wise) of co-ordinating tho politicsl action
of the Resident at Aden during the war
with the genersl control over Arabian
policy exercised by the High Commiesioner
for Egypt preceding the complete transfer
of Lden from the Government of India cfter
the wer.

EXTENSION OF THE (3) Postponed for consultotion with the War
e QUETTA NUSHKI Office. Indis 0ffice to tcke action,

RAILWAY,
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KESOPQTAMIA ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE.

The NINTH MEETING of the Committee was held in Lord Curzon's
Roon at the Privy Council Ofiice on Wednesday, August 22nd 1917
at 6 P.M.

The following Membere were present:-—

The Rt« Hon, The Earl Curzon of Kedleston,
BaGyy G.0.8.1., 8.0.1.8. (4n ths Onatfr).

(The Rt. Hon. E.8.Montagu, M.P., Becretary of Btate
India ( for Indie.
: Office.(Sir A Hirtzel, K.C.B.,
L (Lieut.CGeneral Bir H.V.Cox, K.C.M.G., ¢.B., 0.8.I.

(The Rt. Hon. The Lord Hardinge of Penshurst, K.G.,

Forelen (- G.0.Bv; G.0.8.1., G.0.M.G.; G0.T.8 G:0.¥.0.5 T.8.0.
Office. (Sir Ronald Graham, K.0.M.G., G.B., gl

War Office. Lieut.Colonel R.A.Bteel, C.I;E.

Lisut.Colonel 8ir H.McMahon, G.C.M.G., G.C.V.0.

Mr.J.E.8huckburgh. (4cting Secretsry)

NAME OF THE (1) It was decided to recommend to the Var Cabinet

COMMITTEE. that the name of the Committee should be altered

3 to "THE MIDDLE EASTERN APHINISTRATION COMIITTEE".
The Chairmen to take action.

EXTENSION OF (2) The Coumittee considered and approved e draft

THE QUETTA- telegran suonitted by the Secretary o Btate for
NUSHKI-DALBAN- Indias, approving the proposed extension subjeoct
DIN RAILVWAY. to the condition that it will not interfere with

any precent® Zorosceable future demands upon the
Governuent of Iadia for railway materiasl, rolling
stock or personnel for eotive theatres of War.
India Office to take action.

STATUS OF (3) The Committee approved the proposal of the
CHIEF POLITI- Secretary of State for India, to accept, subject to
CAL OFFICER, the conourrence of the ¥oreign Ofiice and War Qffice
MESOPOTAMIA. the arrungements advoeated in Bir Percy Cox's

telegran No, 3521 of the 20th August 1917.
India Ofrice to take action.

(Sgd) J.E.SHULKBURGH,

i INDIgzogﬁiGE. L Aoting Secretary.
nd Augug .
L 4
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THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNVENT,

ADEN,

SECRET.

MIDDLE EAST COWMITTEE,

The Tenth hieeting of the hLiddle East Committec was

(The
(

India (sir
Office. (sir
(Lt

(The

(The
Foreign (
office, {

(Sir

Yaxr Office,

also

neld in the Lord rresident's Room at the
2rivy Council Office on Thursday
September 13th, 1917 et 6 p.m,

The following ilembers wexre present :=-

The Lt., Hon, The Eerl Curzon of Kedleston,
KiGa 5 BaleBiT ¢ Bl TRy {dny the Chair),

Rt. Hon, E, S, Liontegu, 1i,F,, Secretary of State
for India.

T« W, Holderness, G.C.B.; hiC.&.I,,

A, Hirtzel, XiC.B.,

Gen,; Sip By Vi Cox:y KiuCilu 0.;5 0iBiy 08165

Rt, Hon. Lord Robert Ceeil, K.C., i:F,, 2
Rt. Hon. The Lord Hardinge of Pensaurst, X.G,,

GiBLEs, G.CiS. T C.CoK G, B0 I8},

G.CyV.0,, I.8.04,
Ronald Gresham, K,C.k.Gsy C.Bs,
¥ajor Genersl Sir C. k, W, Macdonogh, X.C.ii,G., C.B.,
Lt. Col, sSir H, Mekehon, G.C.E.G., G.C.V.0,,

KeCuI.Eey C.S8,1.;

£ir Lark Sylzes (Secretary).

by special request.

Vice

Admirel £ir Rosslyn Vemyss, K.C.B., C.l.G,; }.V.0.,

Lt. Col, Steele, C.I.E:,

Situation t1)

The Committee asked the Director

of iilitary Intelligence to ascertain from

In the Hinterland.

the Chief of the Imperial General Staff,
whether 1t would be possible to undertake

a limited operation with the object of
retaking Li3EJ, what would be the smallest
force required for the purnose, and wnether,
how and when it could be sugplizd,
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In regard to the Hoejaz he suggested that General Clayton
s8hould be made Chief Civil Dommissioner under Sir Reginald
Wingate who would continue to perform the purely Military
functions of the General Officer Commsnding in the Hejaz.
Sir Reginald Wingate was well known in the East and while
the politicel functions which he carried out in regard to
the He jaz should be transferred to General Clayton he
thought it desirable to retain Sir Regineld Vingate as
General Officer Commanding in thet ares. It was ;
essential from every point of view that there should be co-
operation and co-ordination between the politiczl and mili-
tary forces in Pelestine and in the Hejaz and he recognised
that in Egypt there existed a sentiment hostile to the Arabds,

GENERAL MACDONOGH agreed that from a Military po.at of
view co-ordination was most important; it would, howuver,
be impossible for General Allenby to give instructions to
Colonel Wilson at Jeddah and it was necessary to improve
the system of lisison between the General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief in Palestine end the General Officer Commanding in
He jaz. He thought that for this purpose Colonel A.
Dawnay who was on the staff of Sir Reginald Wingate for Arabd
Operations should be attached to General Allenby's Headquarters
to shsure fuller co-ordination,

LORD ISLINGTON stated that e underatood the proposal
was that General Clayton should be placed in both Palestine
and the Hejaz in precisely the same position as that occu-
pied by Sir Peroy Cox in desopotemia.

SIR MARK SYEKES pointed out that General Clayton's only
staff waa the Arab Bureau which was at present situated in
Cairo, end was a Foreign Office body under Sir Regineld
Wingate. He thought that the Arasd Bureau should be moved
from Cairo to some place in Psalestine, whence it would be
possible for General Clayton to carry out his proposed
duties, both in regard to Palestine and the Hejaz.

LORD HARDINGE sgreed that the movement of the Arad
Bureau would follow, as & matter of course, from the re-
dfinition of functions to be entrusted to General Clayton.
In reply to Lord Islington he added that it would be dif-
ficult to carry out the analogy between the position of
Genersl Clayton and that of Sir Percy Cox completely. The
Hejaz was an independent Sovereign State and therefors
General Clayton's relations with King Hussein would be
largely those of a diplomat. /

LORD ISLINGTON pointed out thet if General Clayton
was to act as both poiitical Officer in Palestine and in
the Hejaz it would be necessary for him to delegate hie
authority to some other person in the Hejaz; he presumed
this would be Colonel Wilson at Jeddsh who in future in
regard to all political matters would take his instructiona
from General Clayton.

LORD ROBERT CECIL explained that the, channel of com-
munication between His iis jesty'e Government and Genersl
Clayton would in each cese be through the General
Officer Commanding in Palestine and the He jaz. General
Clayton should of course be allowed the utmost freecom
in regsrd to his communications with the Committee.
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GANSRAL MiCDOLOGH expresscd the view that before this
proposal was definitely approved by the Committee the views
of tho two Military Members namely, Gsneral Allonbdby and Sir
Reginald Wingate, should be objuined.

LORD ROBERT CE6IL agreed that it was & sound principle
that the Ceneral Cfficers Commanding should bs in responsible-
control.

LORD HARDINGE suggested that General Clayton should be
given the style ané title of "Civil Commissioner in Palestine
and the Hejaz", this being the style and title given to
Sir Percy Cox in losopotamin.

SIR MAREK SYEKES pointed out that this might give offence
to thc French. The Prench Government were addressing
M.Picot &t Jerusalem as Haut Commissaire deo la Palestine
and even as Hzut Commissaire de 1'Orisnt.

LORD CURZON exprossed the view that under the circum-
stances it would probably be bstter that General Clayton
should be styled "Chief Political Officer" rather than
"Civil Commissioner”.

Th» Committee dacided:~

(&) that subject to eny contrary representations
that might be: put forward by Gensral Allenhy
or Genersal Sir Reginald Wingate, Brigadier-
General C,P.Clayton, C.M.G. should bs appoin-
ted Chief Political Officer in Palestine under
General Allendby and Chief Political Officer in
the Hejaz under Genaral Sir Reginald Wingate.

(b) that the D.M.I. should ascertain by telegram
the views of the two Genersl Officers Command-
ing who were oconcernad.

“rench and 3. LORD CURZON stated that he gathered {rom various sourees
[telian that & good deal of trouble existod in Pslestine between
?spir?t- the British, French and Ttalian Represcntatives.

ong in ;
Palestine. SIR MARY SYKES stated that thore was no doubt that ser-

ious trouble existed; in his opinion this was very largely

dne to the fact thet General Sir Reginald Wingate had paid

one if not more visits to Pslestine and that if he had not
sctBally entered Jerusalem he had been to Nebi Samwail, a placa
seversl miles North ‘West of Jerusalem, snd mlso to the fact

that Egyptian Civil Servents such as Borton Posha whose attitude
towards the French was not altogether friendly had been appoigg-
ed to important posts in Pzlestine wheress no Frenchmen or Itgl-
isns had been given corresponding posts, A4s was well known,
there existed umong the British Officsrs in Zgypt, a spirit ©
distinctly hostile to the Prench, which was reciprocated with
interest by Frenchmen like if.de France, the Fraench Consul- .
General in Ceiro, He understood that lir. Ronald Storrs had
replaced Borton Pssha as Covernor of Jerusalem, and here agaiqf'
he feared that unlass their attituds towards Mr. Storrs had
changed recsntly, the Prench would feel eggrieved as Mr. Storrs
had been anything but persons grata with them. Purther, he
lsernt from French sources that & number of Anti-French Syrians
haé been givan posts in Palestine; on the other hand he agreed
that the attitude of ths French Prsss was most chauvinistic,
in regard to the French claim to the whole of Pzlestine, which
they regarded ss the Holy Land.

CAPTAIN ORMSBY GORE added that he hed recently seen Dr.
Welzmann, President of ,the English Zionists Federation, who
was alarmed at the Antf
in France. ¢

-Semitic attitude now being adopted
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LCRD ROBERT CECIL stated that the Italian difficulty
was also acute, due to the perpetual jealousy felt by the
Italians for the French, and the claims put fcorward by the
Italian Nationalists with regard to the custody of the
Christian Holy Places.

LORD ISLINGTON read an interesting letter that he had
received from an Officer, vho had been present at the Allies’
entry into Jerusalem, and who had subsequently been.invalided
home .and ‘in ‘the course of his journey had stopped in Rome
vhere he had interviews with our representative at the Vatican
and with- Cardinal Gasparri, the Pope's Secretary of State.

. Cardinal Gasparri had spoken very definitely to this Officer
. .upon two peints - -

(1) - He stated that while His Holiness had been kept
..closely informed of the situation in Paléstine
by the Germans and Austrians he had been given
no information vhatever by the British since the
. capture of Jerusalem. L ERATIRI VR T

(2) He statec most catesorically that the Pope's «

: wishes were that the British, and not the French,
should remain in control and possession of the
-Holy Placesas they alone were in .a position to
adjudicate fairly between the claims of rival
Christian sects anc rival Christian Nationalities.

GENERAL MACDONOGH stated that at the instruction of
the Foreign Office he had telegraphed. to General Allenby
sugzzesting to him that he should appoint two French and
two Italian Officers to be selected by him to important
posts in Palestine, but that General Allenby had replied
that he could not at present see his: way to carry out this
request thouzh he was 'willinz to .appoint two Frenchmen and
two Italiansas Sanitary Officers.

The cdmmitteeHWere-unanimoualy:br1the opinion
that the War Office should press General Allenby
to carry out the orizinal suggestion for diplo-

. matic reasons, but that important posts such as
. the Governorship of towns. should be zZiven to

1 i one French and one Italian Officer while a less
important po8t should be given to the other

le ‘ . French'and Italian Officers. :

- S o R ZATRE A R

|- LORD HARDINGE undertook to.draft-a telezram
to this effect for the ¥War Office to send to

/ General Allenby. .

"It was also decided that an effective means
shoulc be devised to furnisr . periocdical infore
mation to the Vatican resardinz the situation in
Palestine.

The position 4. The Committee had before.them telezrams from the
| of Ibn Saud, Viceroy and Sir Rezinald Wingate discussing the policy
the Emir of to he adopted towards the Emir, Ibn Saud of Nejd. The
Nojd. latter appearec anxious to operate against Ibn Rashic
the Emir of Hail but desired. considerably greater material
then diplomatic support from us. It was pointed out that
consicderable divergence of interest existed between King
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