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Lord Curzon. @ I
(This Document |s the Property of ; )
His Britannic Majesty’s GCovernment.)
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TAR CABINET.
KIDDLE EAST COMMITITZE.

Sunrery of Information Ne,1, for weex
ending January 18th, 1918.

APPRECIATION.
The outstanding questiors for this next Meeting will
be es follows:-
15 Orgenisation of Palestine and Hejaz political machinery.

ii. Palestine idministrstion.

i1ii. The functions and status of the Zionist Comnisesion and
question of a liaison officer thereto.

! iv. Considerstion of 5ir P. Cox's telegram 388.

After points i.ii. & iii have been decided, it is
submitted that a full "Policy" telegram should be despatched
both to General Clayton and Zir R.7ingate in adrition to
the telegrams expluining administrative decisions.

ot 3 v

These officers both require a clear 1ead on the many
thcrny anéd complicated matters with which they have to deal. \

It shonld slsc be noted that General Clayton is evidently
w short handed, and requires serious ad?itioms to his staff.

The fumctions snd status of the Zionist Commission
will require/gareful consideration, the Commission must be
! entirely sub ordinated in its mcvements and ections to the
t wishes of the C.0.C.inC., consequently the sppointment of
| the liaison officer is important.

Captain Ormsby. Gore's name is submitted as the only
likely rverson to perform the function of lieison officer.
He hes e comzlete :nowle’ge of the terrain, the Arab movement,
and is very acceptable to the Zionists leaders, 2all of whom
he knows perscnslly.

Tith regard to iv, the qusstion which reelly arises is,
who is to hawve Hail.

i 2, "hitehall Cardems, S.%.
18th January, 1918.
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2 WHITEAALL £AR?

~E SECRE T

. July 8, 1918.
~ When I was at Versailles last week General Sackville West, the
British Military Representative, was considerably pertubed at the

" receipt of a telégram to the effect that the Military Representative

could not be allowed to see the Minutes of the Eastern Committee,
and I'promisgd to approach you again on the subject.

General Sackville West points out that, without these Minutes,
it will be extremely difficult for him to keep in any way in
touch with our military policy in the Middle East. These Minutes
are practically a compendium of all the informetion on the subject,
and without them he is afraid of losing sight of Eastern affairs
in his perspective of the war situation as & whole.

~ Article 6 of the original constitution of the Supreme War Coun- i
¢il provided that:- ,

"The Military Representatives receive from the Government ﬁnt
the competent Military Authorities of their country, all the
proposals, information, and documents relating to the conduct
of the War." ;

The Prime Ministe has ruled that this does not entitle the Military
Representative to 'a complete file of War Cabinet Minutes, since
these contain a great deal of matter not directly connected with
the conduct of the War, and which does not concern the Military
Representatives. They receive, however, all extracts from War
Cabinet Minutes relating to the conduct of the War, except some of

~ the more secret and uncirculated series known as A. Minutes. 3L

therefore, the Eastern Committee did not exist, and the subjects
with which it deals were brought before the War Cabinet, General
Sackville West would sutomatically receive copies of the proceed-
ings of the War Cabinet relating thereto.

I have satisfied myself that documents of the sesme order of se-
crecy as the Minutes of the Eastern Committee are treated with the
utmost precaution at Versailles. They are read only by General
sSeckville West, the Military Representative, and probably his Chief
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of Staff, General Studd. They are kept in the personal custody of
the Seerotsry. and any Officer other than the two I have mentioned
who, in the course of his duty, is required to see these docu-
ments, is not allowed to take them to his room, but reads them in
the Secretary's room./ I think I should add that care has been

. taken not to accumulate very large archives at Versailles, in view

of the comparative proximity of the enemy to Paris, and I have
in my O0ffice a number of boxes of Papers which they have returned

- for safe custody; also,that at my request they have drawn up &

scheme for evacuating or destroying all Papers in case of emergen-
ey. As a metter of precaution, however, if they were allowed to
have the Minutes of the Eastern comnittu 1 think it would be as well
if they returned them as soon as read, and I should be preptrod to
meke arrangements for this if you thought fit.

I do not know whether, in view of the above considerations, you

'“'enla be inclined to reconsider your decision Ehnt Versailles should

not see the Eastern Committee Minutes, s

a-\_Mg—V“‘“ Mftf“"""/“’c ! w{mﬁ%‘Fy;" 5

iﬁﬂ. cnrson of z.uoston. KeGey &Cuy &Cuy

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000017



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000017?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [12r] (23/42)

India Office,
Whitehall, S.W.1.
8th July, 1918.

My dear Curzon, %

I don't want to be a nuisance to you
and I feel very often that the strong opinions whieh I
hold and with which you sometimes do not agree make me a
miisanee to you on your Committee, but I am bound to tell
you in all friendship and sincerity that it seems to me
that your position is being challenged by Marling. of
course Marling does not know with what care and with what
great demands upon your time you drafted the telegram to
him asking him t}o take certain measures with a view to
securing a friendly Cabinet in Persia. But he dismisses
all your arguments in telegrams we discussed last week
~with a single spatchcock sentence that concessions would
not be any use in the middle of a series of whines. Now
if he really has given serious consideration to your
proposals which he sums up in the word 'eomlliom,'
I with the greatest possible respect differ from him.
Vossugh is available and wants backing. Vossugh is on

the verge of bringing off a coup d'état. It seems to

me ridiculous to say that if Vossugh knew that we might
hand
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hand over the South Persian Rifles and support the
formation of a Persian Army, it would not give him new
enthusiasm and promote new adherence t0 his cause.

I would therefore submit that narlin; has
no,f done justice to the weighty telegram which you sent
him and the proposals whieh require careful ‘oomidemtion
therein contained, that I disagree with him as to his
conclusions after such examinatlon as he has given them,
and £inally I would implore you to remember that he has
apparently rejected in that one sentence all proposals
for an attempt to cereate a friendly g'c'wernmon‘t. We are
now in a position in whiceh no steps at all have been
taken to remedy a state of affairs in which we have a
Persian Government which will not help us, oatemibly
supposed to be on friéndly tqmﬂ with us, and small
armies in Persia that we cannot protect, It does seen
to me that we ought to take some stepé’ to put a stop to
this state of affairs, either by the despatch of troops
to Tehersn, or by the immediate despatch to Teheran of

an emissary who will do something, or both.

The Right Hon.
The Tord Gurzon of Kedleston,

ok ke
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S BEO0RER 2 2 WHITEAALL CARDE

July 9, 1918.

S S Ckkhﬁ?4u1

I am much obliged for your very full letter of July 8, in re-
gard to the proposal that the Minutes of the Eastern Committee
should be sent to Versailles. Subject to the conditions which you
impose and in which, if I may say so, I cordially agree, I think
it is really important that the Minutes should be sent. I will
make myself responsible, so far as lies in my power, that the
conditions are observed.

I think there should be one additional condition, namely, that
the Chairman should have the right at any time to say that partic-
ular Minutes must not be transmitted to Versailles, and I propose
to draw Colonel Storr's attention to this in order that he may re-
mind you in case such matters as dates of operations or other vit-
ally secret matters are included in the Minutes.

Yours sincerely,

. /). a AL,W,L? |

The Rt. Hon.
The Earl Curzon of Kedleston, K.G., &C.,

1, Carlton House Terrace, S.W.,
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Fopeign Office,,
fugust 1,1916.

3
Unless you See some objection,I propose

50 ask Oliphent,Shuckburgh,and liacdonogh to meet to- ’

-z
( |

S gether fregquently,so that ail routine matiers arising mt
\ of the Persian snd iiddle East telegrams and involving more

than one of the orffices cen be rapidly disposed of without

interdepartmental correspondence. They might meet in my
4 room two or three times & week,or oftener ibi" necessary,and
- thnen-Li-could see Hhet they Gid net.-dispose of any resldy - —
important matter withoub consulting you,or. if necessary the °
Zastern Committee. :

: 2. We have telegraphed to Mgrling deiinitely
asking him to come home as soon as he thinks it safe for
his wife end family,and L presume Wwe should nm.n offer the
appointment to Yercy Cox. Iou agree,io you not,that we
should cell him Specisl Commissioner or ‘something of that
¥ind ,to indicate that,et present at any rate,the gppointment
is ‘of a~temporary charapter?

3. I have seen & report from one Colquhoun &ba t.

the Ceucasus and Russia,in which there 'is not very mueh that

is né\v,but incidentally he calls attention to the —excell t

%

The B}larl Curzon of Kedleston,l.G.
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o
S v

excellent fleet of steamers on the Volga.\I— c(;nfess

I am uneasy ebout the Admiralty sctivity,or inactivity,
in Caspien rﬁa‘bters, I have & kind of feeling that
they are not putting their back into it. Would i%

not be rather a good plan to ask Geddes or Vemyss

%o attend our neﬁ;t Bastern Committee meeting and

heve it out with them?

Yours ever,

et =

.
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Poreign Vffice,

August 1,1918.

liy dear

lMeny thenks for yowr letter.

I quite eppreciate the point of
what you say about the Lastern Committee. Of

course no meebing of the kind to which you object

el

i

The Larl Gurzon of Kedleston,K.Ge.

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000020



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000020?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [16v] (32/42)

BRITISH
Avydan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000021

32


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000021?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

e

duilgll jhs djisa
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [17r] (33/42)

NOTE BY LORD CURZON ON A MEMO FROM THE

ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT.,

Colonel Keyes very courteocusly sought an interview
with me concerning certain proposals emanating from the above
quarter for the organisation of propaganda in the East, not
only during, but after the War.

The proposal is to educate lMohammedan opinions in all
the countries between the Bosphorus and Central Asia
(elsewhere the Danube to China is mentioned as the intended
theatre) and from the Caucasus to the Soudan. Within this
area which contains populations of infinite diversity,
racial, religious and political, it is in contemplation to
create an agency, which is to rest upon a satisfactory
financial basis and to have a permanent existence.

It is to relieve our administrative and diplomatic
agencies of the labour involved in representing British
policy in the Bast - a condition which fills me with con-
sternation; and it is apparently to render a similar service
to the Government of India, which will, I am afraid, tremble
at the proffered assistance.

The association of Sir V. Chirol and Colonel Keyes
with such an undertaking is indeed a guarantee that great
discretion would, in the initial stages, be devoted to the
organisation and execution of the work.

But even with these safegaurds, which could not be
permanently maintained, I am compelled to say from a fairly
long experience of the East, both administrative and political,
that I view the creation of such an organisation with no

small misgiving, and that the activities of such a body,

with

BRITISH
Avydan
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with its necessarily wide ramifications and obscure channels
of influence might, in my opinion, unless most carefully
controlled, easily become a source not of advantage but of
positive and almost incalculable danger.

That it should be attempted without the sanction
of the Foreign Office and India Office is of course incon-

ceivable.

CURZON OF KEDLESTON.

27th October, 1918.

\ﬂ

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000024



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000024?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

>

duibagll nd ik
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [18v] (36/42)

BRITISH
Advyan

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000025

36


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000025?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [19r] (37/42)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000026



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000026?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [19v] (38/42)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000027



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000027?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [20r] (39/42)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000028



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000028?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

ayibaoll s asisia
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [20v] (40/42)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000029



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x000029?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [21r] (41/42)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x00002a



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x00002a?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

o

sibaoll s it
Qatar National Library

Middle East Committee and Eastern Committee [21v] (42/42)

Reference: Mss Eur F112/273. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence
View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x00002b



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100071779101.0x00002b?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload

