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PERSIA AND THE PERSIAN QUESTION. 
, EN ROUTE ; BATOUM. BAKU, Got. 7. The resent visit of the Shah of Persia to England and the official and public reception accorded to 

him throughout the country have reawakened that 
interest in Persia and the Persian question which 
the remoteness of his dominions and the increasing 
ing indifference of the English public to interests 
lying outside their immediate ken had allowed in 
recent years to languish. The attentions paid to 
the distinguished visitor by all ranks, from the 
Sovereign downwards, and the efforts made to impress 
press him both with the resources and with the 
friendly consideration of Great Britain wore evidences 
dences that the Shah was regarded as much more 
than an interesting Oriental potentate afflicted 
with a taste for foreign travel, and deserving to be run after and cheered as the latest social lion. The public was dimly aware that motives of higher- policy were at work, and that the Monarch who was 
brought in State up the Thames and feted at the; Guildhall and conducted on a businesslike progress gress through the principal manufacturing centres of the kingdom was both an ally of the British nation and an important factor in the determination tion of our policy in the East. Even those who knew or cared little for Imperial politics were conscious that Persia is a country providing an extensive and profitable market for English and Anglo-Indian trade, and that on the most 
mercenary grounds, if on no other, a good understanding 
standing with its ruler was in the highest degree desirable. At the same time, in spite of the 
general recognition of the uncommon significance of the visit and of the practical expediency of a 
hearty welcome,there were not wanting symptoms both in the Press and in the House of Commons that there were many who misunderstood, or could not read, the signs of the times ; and it was more than hinted that there was something ridiculous culous in making such a lively fuss about aMonar'ch who probably despised these tokens of interested attachment, and from whom nothing could be expected pected in return. The true bearing in its many and momentous ramifications of the Persian question tion was but imperfectly grasped ; and what is in reality a problem of the most abstruse statesmanship manship was discussed as though it were a l casual obligation to be decently discharged and ! then conveniently forgotten. - It is in the belief that such an impression 1 exists, and with the conviction that it is both ’ mistaken and disastrous, that I propose in this - series of letters to describe, from the evidence of ; my own eyes in Persia itself, the character and 1 dimensions of the Persian problem, and to indicate cate to English readers what is their stake in that 1 distant country ; why they are compelled to regard its policy and development with such acute concern cern ; what is the meaning and what may be the results of a strong Persian alliance; and why it is so impossible to treat either the ruler or his people with [wlite indifference. There are many questions which in the course of my narrative will, I hope, come under examination. Such will be the present policy of the Shah’s Government, the character, quality, virtues, or vices of the Persian Administration, tration, the likelihood of reforms resulting from the European tour of the Sovereign, the question of the succession to the throne, the strength and possible utility of the army, the opening for railroad. 
road. enterprise in Persia, the political sympathies pathies of the people, the relative degrees of influence possessed by Russia and Great Britain, the designs and ambitions of the two Powers, the meaning and significance of the Khorasan question,and the alleged danger to British commercial competition in the different provinces of the Shah’s dominions. The late Sir 0. MacGregor, when travelling in Persia in 1876,soon after the Shah’s first visit to Europe, left on record this opinion :— I do not think our reception of the Shah has produced duced at all a good impression. The Persians know that we are anxious about the Russians, and they look on it as a purely political matter ; and while the enthusiastic reception their Shah met with in London adds much to his importance in their eyes, it has not in any way improved our position. The idea, I think, is that we are very anxious for Persia to be on our side when the struggle with Russia comes, and that we will pay extravagantly for her assistance. This I cannot help regarding as a great pity. I shall endeavour to ascertain whether such an impression still exists among the subjects of the Shah, or how far their training in the rudiments of politics has progressed, in the last 16 years. In fine, Persia from an Englishman’s point of view, and from tho point of view more particularly of an English politician, will be the subject of my communications. Long residents in the country usually undertake, and are incomparably better qualified for, the task of describing local | customs and manners, of which a passing traveller veller can form but a hasty imperfect judgment. ment. But a political problem may fairly bo consigned 
signed to interested hands, and can be so com- .mitted with tho greater safety if an honest en- 

EKLY EDITION. (DECEMBER 6, 1889. 
deavour is made, as will be in this case, to regard it, not from any narrow or selfish, but from an Imperial 
perial standpoint, and in its duo relations to the broader question of Asiatic politics as a whole, of which it constitutes no unimportant part. Persia, though remote, is very far from being inaccessible, and is easily approached by any one of many routes either from the north or south. In the one case Teheran is the immediate objective ; in the other case Bushire, on the Persian Gulf. The latter place is ordinarily reached by steamers of the British India Company from Kurracliee, English passengers transshipping for the purpose at Bombay. The journey from England occupies nearly five weeks. Occasionally boats run direct from London to Bushire, and vice versd. From Bushire to Teheran is a ride almost due north of 760 miles, in the course of which are visited the important towns of Shiraz, Ispahan, and Kum. This is the 
principal entry from the south. The northern 
approaches fall under two heads—those which reach Teheran by overland routes, and those which 
employ the waterway of the Caspian. Of the former the most commonly used is the route vid 
Tabriz, the largest city of Persia and the capital of the province of Azerbaijan, from the north-west, the starting point being the Russian town of 
Tiflis, in the Caucasus, or more frequently Akstafa, a station a little further to the east on the Transcaucasian railway. The commercial or caravan route approaches Tabriz from a point further to the west, starting from the Turkish port of Trebizond, on the Black Sea, since and in consequence 
sequence of the abolition of tho transit trade across the Caucasus by Russia in 1883. The second overland route is that vid Kermanshah and Hamadan from Bagdad to Teheran, a distance of 600 miles ; Bagdad being reached by one of three routes, either from Trebizond, vid Diar- 
bekr, Mosul, and the Tigris ; or from the 
Mediterranean, vid Alexandretta and Aleppo, or 
Beyrout and Damascus ; or, lastly, by the Tigris from the Persian Gulf. Finally there is the 
entry most frequently adopted, from the port of Resht on the Caspian Sea, or rather from the roadstead stead of Enzelli, where the steamers anchor ouG side the Bay of Resht, Teheran being reached by a road of 210 miles over the mountains. Enzelli is served by steamers starting from Astrakhan, at the mouth of the Volga, and touching at the important 
portant port of Baku on their way down the coast. 
English travellers either strike the Volga by railway 
way at Tsaritsin, in connexion with the main 
European system, steam down the river to Astrakhan, 
khan, and then take the Caspian steamer ; or 
they go direct to Baku, either overland from Russia across tho main Caucasian range to Tiflis and on by train ; or by Odessa or Constantinople 
nople and tho Black Sea service to Batoum, whence the railway runs direct to Baku. These arc the most familiar avenues of approach to Persia. By tho two latter, which are the shortest of the northern routes, Teheran can be reached in about three weeks from leaving London. The route which I have adopted followed the second of these northern lines as far as Baku, but from that point made an importantdiversion. Owing to the courtesy of the Russian Government, set in motion by the kindly offices of the Russian Ambassador 
bassador in London, I have received permission to travel over the Transcaspian Railway from the east shore of the Caspian as far as Askabad, diverging thence across the Persian frontier into Khorasan. san. This permission will enable mo both to gratify my wish to visit that easternmost Persian province vince by the most expeditious of routes, and also to travel by a line interesting in itself, and still more interesting from the fact that it is not open to the bulk of travellers and has been seen by but few Englishmen. I was on tho Transcaspian Railway last year, and journeyed by it from 
starting point to terminus—viz., from Uzun Ada to Samarcand. But the leave a second time accorded corded to me will be valuable as enabling me,first, to observe what progress has been made in the 
space of a year, and, secondly, to outer Khorasan 
by the little known Askabad-Kuchan road, which, when completed, is destined to be tho main line of Russia’s entry, commercial, political, or, if the need arise, military, into Eastern Persia. I left, Paris by the new Orient express which, after leaving Pesth, runs vid Belgrade, Sofia, and 
Adrianople to Constantinople. In Servia a bridge had broken down a few days before, and an engine broke down now. Through Servia. Bulgaria, and 
Turkey the pace was little better than a crawl, but nevertheless Constantinople was reached in time. There can be no doubt that the journey, which now takes 69£ hours, could without difficulty be accelerated by at least six or eight hours, a 
suggestion which I commend to the directors of the lines concerned. The discomforts of arrival at 
Constantinople and departure therefrom are well 
known, and have tested the patience of many travellers. But the horrors of the boat-landing, which could be assuaged by bribes, are as nothing compared with those of the Customs examination, which is now pursued with a merciless incivility that only Turkish officials can display, at the newly-opened railway station at tetamboul. I was the bearer of a courier’s passport, and was met by an i mbassy kavass at the station. But 
notwithstanding these evidences of respectability I was detained there for an hour and a quarter, my boxes were ruthlessly overhauled, my stores, accumulated mulated and carefully packed for Persian travel, were broken into, and a box, containing a few watches which I was taking out as small gifts in return for civilities in Persia, having been pounced upon, was hailed as triumphant evidence of a sinister disguise, and was immediately mulcted 
by a duty. If this system, or rather tho manner in which it is enforced, be maintained, travellers are more likely to be repelled from Constantinople than attracted to it by the overland route. It being necessary for mo to reach Batoum by a certain day in order to make the desired connexion with my steamer at Baku, and no passenger boat 
being about to leave the Golden Horn for that 
destination, I procured a passage upon a boat 
flying the English flag and belonging to Messrs. 
Armstrong, Mitchell, and Oo., of Newcastle, one of that new class of steamers of which several now 
plough the waves of the Black Sea, familiarly known as tank steamers, and specially constructed for the 
transport of petroleum oil from Batoum. There is a fleet of about 30 of these vessels, of which most have been built in England, and over 20 are in 
English hands, and which ply between Batoum and London, Liverpool, Venice, Trieste, Ham- 
:urg, Rotterdam, Antwerp, and other ports of Continent. To India, China, and Japan, 

with which a large export trade has suddenly sprung up, the oil is carried, notin tank steamers, but in cases ready for distribution throughout the country. The tank steamer consists of a series of detached iron tanks, into which the oil is pumped straight from the reservoirs at Batoum, whither it has been conveyed in tank-cars by the railway from Baku. Certain of these are old cargo boats converted ; but every day -improvements are being effected in the designs of new vessels, some of which, to hold 4,000 tons, have lately been built and of which larger types may be expected in the future. The Lux, in which I was a passenger, was now empty, but was making her way to Batoum to take on board a new cargo, of which she could accommodate over 2,000 tons. These boats, though not constructed for passenger traffic, present sent this advantage to the traveller in a hurry, that they do not touch, as do nearly all the passenger senger steamers, at the Turkish ports of Ineboli, Sinope, Samsun, and Trebizond, but ply direct to Batoum, which at tho easy rate of nine knots can he reached in less than three days from Constantinople. I was at Batoum for five days about a year ago, detained by one of those tremendous storms for which the Euxine has always been famous, but little expected so soon again to behold its beautiful ful but unattractive features. In the year’s interval I found that immense progress had been made by the Russians in the development and 
strengthening of the place. It is only 11 years since, by the Treaty of Berlin, they first gained a 
footing in Batoura ; and only 3| years since,in violation tion of that instrument, they unceremoniously annexed what had till then been nominally a free port. Batoum is now a large and increasing town, with an estimated population (though accurate rate statistics, as is to be expected in Russia, are not forthcoming) of 16,000 persons, of whom probably ably one-third are Russians, and the remainder a motley congeries of Turks, Georgians, Circassians, sians, Mingrelians, Persians, Armenians, Greeks, Levantines, Jews, English, Germans, French, Austrians, and, indeed, every nationality in 
Europe. The town has that inchoate and adventitious titious appearance which is ordinarily associated with a new American settlement in the Far West. Palatial buildings alternate with hovels, and broad streets terminate in quagmires and dust heaps. Military necessities dictated to Russia the 
occupation of the only decent port on the eastern coast of the Black Sea ; but petroleum has made Batoum, and petroleum is its life blood. All 
along tho recesses of tho bay, and on the flat and feverish fringe of soil which separates it from the 
splendid wooded background of hills, are to be seen the clustered reservoirs and premises of the various firms engaged in this lucrative trade. Over 6,000 tank cars run between Baku and 
Batoum, the largest owners being Messrs. Nobel and Rothschild, the former of whom, with the enterprise 
terprise for which they have long been notorious, have procured a concession for a pipe line over the difficult Suram mountain on the railway line nearer- Tiflis ; so that their tank cars, bringing tho oil from the refineries at Baku, can pass it on here to similar cars waiting to transport it to Batoum, thereby escaping the extra mileage, the wear and tear of rolling stocir, and tho consumption of 
time, on the extraordinarily steep gradients between. tween. I had heard in England of the rumoured exhaustion of the oil wells at Baku a few months 
ago ; and one of my first inquiries was as to the truth of this rumour. I was informed at Batoum that for a time serious apprehensions had been entertained ; that the price of refined naphtha —i.e., kerosene, had risen 26 per cent, in Batoum, and of crude naphtha 200 per cent. ; that the number of wells giving oil at. Baku had appreciably diminished, and that owing to the scarcity of employment at Batoum tank 'steamers 
engaged in the export trade had been compelled to proceed to America to get cargoes there. The Russian Government, with a keen eye to saving, had placed a duty, or more strictly speaking had ceased to give back the excise, on petroleum exported ported to Persia, the only country svith which, owing to their monopoly of the Caspian, foreign competition is impossible. With European countries American competition would render such a resource both impolitic and unavailing. More minute and much less despondent information tion about the question I subsequently obtained at Baku. The extent of the foreign trade which is now conducted with Batoum may be judged by the fact that in 1888 437 foreigners—i. e., non-Russian 
steamers, entered the port, of which 180 were British, representing a registered tonnage of 210,463 out of 483,081 tons. The total of petroleum leum exported in 1888 was 460.326 tons, with a value of £1,724,446, as compared with 263,000 tons, with a value of £1,062.000, in the preceding year. In 1888 the export to India, China, and Japan, of which I have spoken, and the figures of which were infinitesimal in 1887, rose to £699,300, a total which suggests to England the urgent necessity 
sity of developing, if possible, her own sources of 
supply in Beloochistan, India, and Burmah. In Russian hands tho port of Batoum, hitherto not a particularly good one, except for the great depth of water close up to the shore, is being rapidly improved A pier had been built on the inner side of the north breakwater during the past year, piles were being sunk all round the shore line, which is to be fitted witfl a stone quay, and it is ultimately intended to carry forward an additional tional breakwater from the lighthouse on tho south till it overlaps the pier on the north. Batoum will then present a commodious, secure, and serviceable harbour, of immense commercial and 
strategical value to Russia in the future. 
Strategical requirements are indeed far from 

being neglected at Batoum. They are being advanced vanced with a strenuousness and a purpose that 
sufficiently indicate the value set by Russia upon this maritime key to her Caucasian base. Five 
large forts, some of them not yet completed, command the shore line, and are already mounted with over 20 guns of heavy calibre. The principal cipal battery, in the centre of the town immediately 
diately overlooking the harbour, contains 12 guns of, it is said, from 18 to 22 tons each. All 
strangers, and even Russian civilians, arc strictly excluded from its precincts. Practice was proceeding, 
ceeding, on the day that I left, at canvas targets moored out at sea. Higher up on the side or summits of the first range of hills, behind tho harbour, 
bour, four other batteries are being or have been 
constructed, armed for the most part with mortars. The permanent garrison of Batoum is three battalions. lions. kent at their mobilized strength of 1,000 
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DECEMBER 6, 1889.] THIS TIMES W 
IRELAND. 

; DUBLIN, Deo. 3. 
The usual fortnightly meeting of the National 

League was held this afternoon, Mr. Alfred Webb 
presiding. The acting treasurer, on behalf of Dr. Kenny, M.P., stated that since the last meeting the sum of £752 13s. had been subscribed to the funds, of which £500 had come from America. Out of their funds sums amounting 
ing in all to £211 10s. had been voted for the assistance ance of the evicted tenants. The chairman congratulated the meeting on the progress gress of the movement, and their knowledge that the funds were beginning to come in to aid the Tenants’ Defence Fund. Afterwards speaking in reference to the manner in which the country was governed, he said that one of the gravest scandals ever perpetrated was the elevation of Mr. Peter O’Brien to the Bench as Lord Chief Justice of the Queen’s Bench. This man had rendered himself hateful to the overwhelming ing number of people here on account of his jurypacking packing in Maryborough. Dec. 4. Castleisland still maintains its notoriety as a centre of moonlighting and outrage. One of the most daring crimes which have given its evil reputation to the district trict is reported to have been committed to-day under the following circumstances :—Two men, named John Rourke and Luke O’Sullivan, were charged yesterday, before a special Court held in Castleisland, with 
having attacked a house and sworn a tenant who lived in it not to pay rent. Three witnesses identified the 
prisoners, and they were returned for trial at the winter assizes, which will be opened in Nenagh on 
Friday next. They left Tralee this morning, and the three witnesses were to have proceeded to-morrow 
morning to attend the assizes, but this evening they were fired at, and are stated to have been severely wounded. 

CORK, Dec. 2. A statutory meeting of the Town Council of Cork was held to-day for the purpose of electing a mayor for the ensuing year. Dr. Tanner, M.P., was unanimously 
mously selected for the position at a caucus meeting held on Saturday. Dr. Tanner had left for France 
previously to his election to the council on November 25, and had not signed the council roll, and is consequently technically ineligible for the position. On the party discovering this to-day a hasty meeting was called, and it was decided to fill the office by some other member of council until Dr. Tanner’s 
return, on the understanding that the person selected should surrender the trust on the 31st of December. The present mayor, Alderman Ryan, refused to accept this condition, and Alderman Horgan was chosen in 
open council. Subsequently both candidates were 
proposed, and Alderman Horgan was elected mayor by 34 to nine votes. This is the first time for many years that the Conservative members have had a' chance to record their votes in the election of mayor. They voted to-day in the majority. Importance is attached to the election of Alderman Horgan, inasmuch as he has hitherto been bitterly opposed by the Roman Catholic clergy because he is a publican and connected with the Gaelic Association. Though he is bound to surrender the position in a month in favour of Dr. Tanner, it is believed the latter will not consent to accept the position. Dec. 3. Last night a murder of a mysterious character occurred outside the town of Bantry, the victim being Denis Brennan, who up to 12 months ago acted as Blierift’s officer. From the latest accounts it appears that the deceased and his son left Bantry fair late in the evening much the worse for drink. They were on 
horseback, and about 10 o’clock that night the father was found on the roadside in an unconscious state, covered with blood, his skull being fractured in two 
places. There were several deep wounds on the face, and the left leg was broken. He was conveyed to the hospital, but died soon afterwards. The son, Thomas Brennan, was arrested, and stated that he and his father were attacked in consequence of an old spite arising out of his father’s duties as sheriff’s officer. To-day he gives a different account of the affair, and has been remanded in custody. The police arrested other persons, who were discharged. There is no reason to believe that the murder is of an agrarian character. The deceased was not unpopular, though his son, now in custody, occupies a farm from which another tenant was evicted. Dec. 4. An inquest was held to-day on the body of Denis 
Brennan, ex-sheriff’s bailiff for the Bantry district. The evidence went to show that the deceased fell off his horse, and while on the ground in an almost unconscious conscious state he was kicked and beaten by his son in presence of one of the witnesses. It was also proved that the son was under the influence of drink. The jury brought in a verdict “ That deceased died from effusion sion of blood on the brain, caused by injuries inflicted on him by his son, Thomas Brennan.” The latter is in custody and will be charged next Monday with the murder. A cowardly outrage is reported from the Newmarket, 
market, county Cork, district. While a farmer’s 
daughter named Murphy was milking a cow three men 
pounced upon her unawares and cut her hair. One of the assailants has been arrested and returned for trial at the winter assizes. The other two are in hiding. 
At a Crimes Act Court held at Waterford on Friday, presided over by Messrs. Considine and Irwin, resident 

magistrates, Mr. C. P. Redmond, proprietor and editor of the Waterford News^o.s sentenced to an additional term of three months’ imprisonment for publishing in his newspaper articles calculated to intimidate persons carrying on business in Dungarvan from supplying certain persons known as land-grabbers with provisions and articles of clothing. The defendant was first sentenced to 14 days’ imprisonment with hard labour for publishing in bis newspaper reports of suppressed branches of the National League. On Monday a convention of the clergy and delegates of the National League branches of county Leitrim was held at Carrick-on-Shannon in furtherance of the Tenants’ Defence Association, and was attended by Messrs. D. Harrington, Swift MacNeill, W. Crilly, Luke P. Hayden, and Michael Conway, members of 
Parliament, as representatives of the Irish party. Mr. Edward Harrington, who presided, alluded to the proposed posed land purchase scheme, and advised them to sustain their evicted neighbours. The Government would be compelled to introduce some substantial measure when they saw a united combination of the tenantry of Ireland. Mr. Hayden, M.P., said that 12 months ago Leitrim attended to the call of William O’Brien, who then asked them to meet in Garrick, not in order that the tenants of that neighbourhooa might be benefited, but in order that the tenants on another property might be benefited. They had responded sponded to tnat call, and Mr. O’Brien’s words in prison to him within the last few days were that it was for his Garrick expedition, and not for anything he did in the South, that he was in prison. Mr. MacNeill, M.P., said they were assembled in the most holy of all causes—to relieve the oppressed, to defend those who were defenceless, and to nelp those to their rights who 

suffered wrong. He connselled them to use ev means in their power to prevent the Government, act in the interests of the landlords, from perpetrat a gross, palpable, double-barrelled fraud, both on Irish tenants and the British taxpayer. The members the Tenants’ Defence Association were going pledge themselves by every means in their power prevent the Government and the landlords from forci up the price of land and compelling the occupiersfr buying their farms at an inflated and artificial vali Mr. Michael Conway, M.P., Mr. Daniel Crilly, M.] and others also addressed the convention. Six foxhounds belonging to the Carlow and Isla Hunt Club have been poisoned at the Aghade cove near Tallow. Three of the dogs arc dead, and 1 master has laid a claim for compensation. The outgoing Mayor of Sligo, Mr. John Connol was on Monday re-elected for the ensuing year. A cow, the property of a widow named Geragb was frightfully mutilated during Monday night in shed in which it was kept in the centre of the tc of Galway. Mrs. Geraghty’s niece, who is jc holder of the property with her, had served noticej eviction on some tenants on Monday. Monsignor Satollij the Papal delegate to the rec Roman Catholic Conterence in Baltimore, landed Queenstown on Tuesday from the Inman steamer Cit Paris, and proceeded at once to Cork. He was acc panied by his secretary. In Waterford City Court on Tuesday, before ' 
resident magistrates, Mr. C. P. Redmond, proprietor editor of the Waterford News, was sentenced to a furl term of two months’ imprisonment, making a tota seven months and 14 days,for publishing articles ol intimidating nature calculated to prevent ca dealers from buying cattle from a landlord, Mr. T. Medlycott, because he had evicted tenants for r payment of rents. Mr. Redmond was escorted by police and military to Waterford gaol. There was no demonstration. Catherine Mahony,wife of a farmer,was on Tuesday tried before a Crimes Act Court at Rosscarbery, near Clonakilty, and sentenced to two mouths’ imprisonment, ment, for holding forcible possession of a dwelling on a holding from which her husband and family had been ejected. Evictions were begun on Monday on the Smith- Barry estate in Tipperary. Michael O’Brien,of Dalton, was the first man removed from his holding, and the sheriff then proceeded to Roseborough with a large force of police and a battering-ram to evict Laurence Hayes and Matthew Maher. Business in Tipperary is suspended, all the shops being closed, and some of the people are removing their goods and furniture. The town is filled with police, but, although immense excitement citement exists, there has been no disturbance up to the present time. Colonel Caddell, resident magistrate, strate, is in command. The evictions on the Smith-Barry estate in Tipperary perary were continued on Wednesday. The sheriff proceeded ceeded to evict the following shopkeepers in the town :—Henry Ryan, T.C., provision merchant ; John Godfrey, grocer ; J. H. Hilliard, jeweller ; John Bourke, gas director ; Miss King, stationer ; and Jeremiah Dawson, town clerk. No resistance was offered. Other shopkeepers are abandoning their houses in the town. Shops and houses are being built for the evicted tenants on the estate of Mr. Stafford O’Brien, which adjoins the Smith-Barry property here. At Waterford on Wednesday Mr. H. D. Fisher,printer, publisher, and manager of the Munster Express, was sentenced to two months’ imprisonment without hard labour for having published a report of a meeting of a branch of the National League, at which certain persons were pointed out as obnoxious, and traders were told to have no dealings with them. Four other summonses have been issued against Mr. Fisher for like offences. At Salford Police-court on Wednesday. J. Bellon,45, and Thomas Fitzgerald, 38, described as Irish farmers, the former giving his address as Water-under-Drog- heda, and the latter as Loughguar, Herbertstown, Limerick, were brought up in custody, having been apprehended under a warrant at the Salford cattle market on Tuesday, charged with intimidation and boycotting. They were remanded, bail being accepted. 
The Paths Exhibition. —In connexion with the British Section of the Paris Exhibition, the executive council, headed by Lord Brassey, are arranging for the presentation of a suitable testimonial among themselves selves to Alderman Sir Polydore de Keyser, in recognition nition of bis services as president of the section. In inviting donations Lord Brassey states that all the council knew in how liberal a spirit Sir Polydore bad treated the duties of the presidency, and appreciating, as they did, his constant devotion to the interests of the important charge which he undertook,they desired that the occasion should not pass without some permanent nent testimony being conveyed to him of the regard in which he was held by those with whom he had been associated in a task of especial delicacy and difficulty. culty. Mr. R B. Martin, banker, of 68, Lombard- street, is the treasurer of the fund. 
The Howard Memorial.—T he proposal to erect a memorial in celebration of the centenary of John Howard, the philanthropist, in the town of Bedford, near to which the prison reformer was born, is meeting ing with a good deal of support. Mr. S. Whitbread, M.P. for Bedford, has given £300 ; Earl Cowper, K.G., the Lord Lieutenant of the county, £100 ; Mr. Thomas Barnard, £100 ; Mr. Frederick Howard, £100 ; Lord Charles J. F. Russell, £20 ; Mr. Cyril Flower, M.P., £10 10s. ; Mr. Guy Pym, the Conservative tive candidate for the borough, £10 10s. ; and the Mayor of Bedford, £10 10s. Lord Rosebery and Disestablishment.— The Disestablishment Committee of the United Presbyterian terian Church has issued a statement with reference to Lord Rosebery’s remarks on disestablishment in Scotland in his recent speech at Glasgow. After quoting from the speech several utterances of which the committee expresses cordial approval, and recognizing nizing with satisfaction the conspicuous place which the subject held in it, the statement goes on as follows “ While thankfully recognizing in Lord Rosebery’s utterances, coming as they do after Mr. Gladstone’s significant St. Austell speech, the evidence dence that disestablishment in Scotland has now received that prominent place in the Liberal programme gramme to which it has long been entitled, the Synod’s committee marks with regret the absence from his lordship’s speech of any recognition of religious equality as a principle of legislation, and that, falling short of the repeated language of Mr. Gladstone himself, he fails io admit any existing grievance of non-established Churches and citizens demanding redress. It also feels constrained to express 

press its disapproval of various principles enunciated in the speech, as claiming rights for the State which cannot be conceded, and taking away rights from the Church which it cannot yield ; ana, in particular, that ‘ the establishment of the Church is not a national injury and a national injustice ; ’ that ‘ of the necessity of an establishment the nation and the State itself should be the sole judge ;’ and that ‘ if the State thinks it well to decorate and to endow it and to preserve it, it has a perfect right to do^so. ’ 
The utilitarian theory of the relation between the Church and the State underlying these statements would, if carried out, reduce the Church to a mere 
department of the State.” After further remarks on this aspect of tho question, the statement thus concludes cludes :—“ The supporters of disestablishment are not fighting merely through jealousy to strip a sister Church of her goods, but to secure the practical expression pression of Scriptural Church principles, which, when duly recognized, will be the best guarantee for the Church’s stability and usefulness. It is a position that cannot he acquiesced in, even to -hasten disestablishment, establishment, that the hand which removes the State chain has the right, if it should choose, at any time to reimpose it. It would be a great gain to civil and religious liberty were statesmen to learn that the State would get most good from the Church when it lets it alone to do its spiritual work by its spiritual methods, without being influenced either by the State’s mqne^or the State’s control.” 

in 1810, and was educated at tne and Christ Church, Oxford, where he graduated E in 1832, M.A. in 1835, and D.C.L. in 1847. Ai obtaining his degree, Mr. Tupper entered him* as a student at Lincoln’s Inn. He was called to Bar in 1835, hut never practised as a barrister. 1836 appeared his first work, ‘‘ Geraldine and oi 
Poems,” which is now only sought by the curioi and the same year the first half of his famous ” P verbial Philosophy ” was written in his cha bers at 21, Old-square, Lincoln’s Inn. This prod tion, notwithstanding the onslaughts of critics, ^ 
recognized by some as a work of originality i 
merit, and it slowly but surely began to achieve po larity for its author. The original edition attaii buta moderate amount of success,while its first appe ance in America was almost a failure; but as it beg to grow in estimation the demand increased year by ye so that for 25 years there were never sold less than 5,( copies annually. The ” Proverbial Philosophy ” v 
lengthened into four series (1839-67), some of wh went through more than 50 editions An illustra edition of the whole work was published a few ye ago. It was computed that in less than a quartei a century the circulation of this extraordinary w was upwards of one hundred thousand copies England, and nearly half a million in America, wl it was also translated into several Continei 
languages. Among other early works by Mr. Tuj may be mentioned “ A Septuagint of Worthie 
published in 1839, and consisting of sonnets and es on 70 famous men and women; ” An Author’s Min 
(1841), containing skeletons of 30 unpublished boo “ The Crock of Gold,” “ Heart, ” and “ Twin three tales on covetousness, &c., all of which v 
published in 1844, and went through nume: editions. Then followed in rapid succession “ 1. tenus ” and “ A Thousand Lines,” 1848 ; “ Surre 
being a rapid review of its principal personages places, 1849 ; “ King Alfred’s Poems in Eng Metres,” 1850 ; ‘‘ Farley- Heath,” a record ol 
remains, and the “ Hymn for all Nations, in Th Languages, ” issued in tho year of the first Gi Exhibition in Hyde Park, 1851 ; '* Ballads for Times and other Poems,” 1852 ; “ Probabilities ; Aid to Faitb.” 1854 ; “ Church Ballads, ” ‘‘ Am- can Ballads,” “ White Slavery Ballads,” “ E 
Ballads,” “ Lyrics.” and a picturesque’ biographi novel entitled “ Stephen Langton,” which was scribed as a perfect pre-Raphaelite reproduction Old England in the days of King John. In 1< 
appeared ” Paterfamilias’s Diary of Everybod Tour,” and in 1861 the “ Rides and Reveries of J 
iEsop Smith,” edited Peter Query, Esq., wh: was a vigorous and unsparing criticism upon “ wicl 
wives, bad servants, dull parsons, hypocritical mer- 
mongers, and zoilistical critics.” Mr. Tupper wa man of a chivalrous nature, and his feelings someth ran away with his judgment ; hut it ought to stated that he led the forlorn hope iii many proje which have since achieved success. “ AEsop Smitl for example, assisted in the divorce reform, as ‘* American Ballads ” tended to promote int national kindliness between England and the Uni States. Mr. Tupper was an early friend to colonization of Liberia, and he also gave a g medal for the encouragement of African literatui while as regards the Rifle Volunteer movement was one of its earliest and warmest supporters. B in prose and verse he urged upon his countrymen duty of national defence. Many of his suggest] were adopted by the authorities. 
Mr. Tupper early received distinctions from m 

foreign sovereigns, and he was likewise awarded Prussian Gold Medal for Science and Art. 1835 he married Isabella, only daughter of j A. W. Davis, by whom he had a large fam] In 1845 he was elected a Fellow of the Ro 
Society. His later publications included ” Th Hundred Sonnets,” 1860; ‘‘ CitharaLyrics,” 18( ” Raleigh, his Life and Death,” an histori 
play, 1866 ; ‘‘ Washington,” a drama, 1876 ; “ IV! cellaneous Poems,” 1880 ; and “ My Life as 
Author,” 1886, together with many articles, revie and fugitive pieces in prose and verse. In 1883 was presented with a public testimonial. 
As a poet Mr. Tupper enjoyed more favour with 

general public than with the critics. His pecul verse has been a frequent theme for the satirists, yet the attacks upon him only seemed to confirm hold over the masses. He lacked genius and insp: tion, but there was a kind of oracular air at his utterances which greatly impressed those who not examine beneath the surface. As a moral essa he deserved praise, and occasionally he reached a poi strain when animated by the fervour of patriot! That he enjoyed a strange and unique position literature is beyond question. This is a tribute to British heart rather, than to its intellect. Persona Mr. Tupper was a genial, warm-hearted man, a c.' 
friend, and a good hater of cant and superstition well as of the enemies of England. 

General John Stafford Paton. 
By the death of General John Stafford Paton', C which occurred on the 28th ult. at his residence, Oxford-terrace, London, the Army has lost an ofi ho had seen a great deal of service in India. Gen Paton was born in 1821. and. entering the Arm 

86Reference: Mss Eur F112/612. Copyright for this page: Open Government Licence

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100085185926.0x000057

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100085185926.0x000057?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


'Persia' [44r] (87/90)

FEBRUARY 28, 1800.] 

rarely sees or handles the weapons which itwoul^ 
require to use in time of war, I leave my readers ^ 
conjecture. 

It remains only to add that of army administr 
tion there is practically none. Arrangements £ 
commissariat or transport do not exist ; there is a 
ambulance corps ; contracts for clothing are sol 
to the highest bidder, and the last thing in whih 
there is any uniformity is uniform. In fact,a 
more irregular army, in the most literal sense >f 
the word, does not exist on the face of the glob. 
Irregular in its enlistment, dress, arms, ammunition, 

tion, discipline, and service, it would be strange 
if its conduct were not irregular also. The annual 
cost of the army in cash and grain is said to be 
between £700,000 and £800,000. 

From the description which I have given it will 
be seen that the Persian army at the present time 
as an offensive weapon is worthless, and as a 
defensive weapon of very precarious value. Notwithstanding 

withstanding the experience, the experiments,and 
the expense of 70 years, it is an incomparably 
inferior fighting force to what it was in the reign 
of Path Ali Shah and in the Russian campaigns 
that preceded the appearance of Paskievitch 

upon the scene in 1827. In the hands of 

Christie, Lindsay (afterwards Sir H. Bethune), 
Hart, Passmore, Sheil, and Rawlinson, the 
Persian army learned to drill well, to march 

well, and to fight well. There is no reason 
for doubting that in similar hands the same 
result might again be produced. The tinkering 

ing of French, Italian, German, and Austrian 
amateurs has impaired rather than improved the 
material committed to their charge. It is beyond 
all things to be regretted that the last appeal 
made by the Shah for the loan of British officers 
about 1861 was refused upon a beggarly plea of 

expense. If the stout peasants of Azerbaijan and 
the hardy Kurds of the Turcoman frontier are no 

longer likely to pass through the hands of a 
British drill sergeant, the day may yet come when 
the Ilyats of the south-west shall, under British 

supervision, be consolidated into one of the most 
formidable bodies of light cavalry in the East. 
For these reasons, while appraising the present 
fighting force of Persia at its proper worth, it is 
advisable not to ignore the potential value of its 
material in the future. 
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B89, vice D. Webb, seconded ; C. E. Cox, to Dec. 1, 1S39, to complete 
stublij'hixenfc. 
The Prin«e*s of Wales’s Own (Yorkshire Regiment).—Supemumo* 
.ry Capt. Edward William Mills to be Captain, vice E. L. Herapath, ho baa resigned his combatant commission. 
The Lancashire Fusiliers.—Lieut. Douglas P. S.Reid to bo Captain, ce H. S. Goodlake, retired ; Second Lieut. S. E. Orr to be Lieu- 

f 

nant, vice D. P. S. Reid. 
The Kind’s Own Scottish Borderers.—The undermentioned Second 
eutenants to be Lieutenants William Beadon, viceP. Wildman- 
Ishington, promoted ; A. 0. Going, to complete establishment. 
Uhe Camerooians (Scottish liifles).—Lieut. Robert Black Fell to bo 

Cptain, in succession to Lieut.-Col. and Col. W. F. Wilron, retired. 
Che East Surrey Regiment.—Capt. Arthur Edward Couper has 

sen seconded for service as Adjutant of the Northern Bengal Volun* 
or Rifle Corps. 
I'he Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.—Second Lieut. S. H. Brad* 

Did to be Lieutenant, viceE. S. Burder, appointed Adjutant. 
The Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding Regiment).—Supernumerary 
apt. Stewart J. Trench to be Captain, -vice P. B. Smythe, appointed 

Adjutant 3d and 4th Battalions. The undermentioned Second Liea* 
tenants have been seconded for service with the Indian Staff Corps i 
—William E. White, Richard George Bagley. 

The Royal Sussex Regiment.—Capt. George C. P. Williams-Freo- 
man retires from the service, receiving a gratuity; Second Lieut. 
William G. L. Beynon has been seconded for service with the Indian 
Staff Corps. 

The Dorsetshire Regiment.—Second Lieut. D. R. L. Ricketta to bO 
Lieutenant, vice H. B. Tomkfn, resigned. 

The Oxfordshire Light Infantry.—Second Lieut. Sir C.CuylSr.Barfe, 
to be Lieutenant, vice A. B. Thruston, seconded ; Lieut. Redmond 
Edward Watt, from the 3d Battalion, to be Second Lieutenant, vice 
Sir O. Cuyler, Bart. 

The Sherwood Foresters (Derbyshire Regiment).—Capt. William 
Bicknell Coney to be Major,vice T. M. Maxwell,promoted Lieutenant-* 
Colonel on half-pay. 

The Northamptonshire Regiment.—Lieut.George II. C.de Crespigny 
resigns his commission. 

The Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).—Supernumerary 
Capt. A. Montgomery-Campbeil to be Captain, vice F. A. M. Arnold, 
who 1ms resigned his combatant commission. 
; The King's Own (Yorkshire Light Infantry).—Second Lieut. W. T« 
Potts to be Lieutenant, jpee F. L. Lloyd-Jones, seconded. 

| The Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex Regiment).— Super* 
I numerary Major Henry T. Hughes-Hallett to be Major, vice Gfc 
Fenton, retired. 

The York and Lancaster Regiment.—Capt. John Rose to be Major, 
vice C. V/. R. Ford, retired ; Lieut. Arthur Steuart Palmer to ba 
Captain, vice J. Rose. The undermentioned Second Lieutenants it* 
be Lieutenants ;—A. G. Burt, vice W. M’G. Armstrong, seconded; 
W. F. Clemson, vice A. S. Palmer. 

The Highland Light Infantry.—Lieut. S. William Scrase-Dickins to 
be Adjutant, vice Lieut. G. C. I. Stockwell, whose period of service ill 
that appointment has expired. 

Princess Victoria’s (Royal Irish Fusiliers).—Capt. Alexander M’I>. 
Moore has been seconded for service with the Sierra Leone Frontier 
Police. 

Princess Louise’s (Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders).—Supernumerary 
numerary Major D. J. MacG. MacDonald to be Major, vice J. L. Q» 
St. Clair, promoted Lieutenant-Colonel on half-pay; Capt. Godfrey 
D. Collings resigns his combatant commission on appointment to tha 
Army Pay Department. 

The Prince of Wales’s Leinster Regiment (Royal Canadians).— 
Lieut. C. S. B. Evans-Lombe to be Captain, in succession to Major 
E. W. Murphy, who holds an extra-regimental appointment. 

The West India Regiment.—Capt. Frank Ernest S. Claridge to be 
Major, vice S. F. Foster, promoted Lieutenant-Colonel on half-pay ; 
Supernumerary Capt. Percy O’Brien to be Captain, in succession to 
Major W. A. J. Murray, removed from the Array ; Capt. George P. 
Hatch has been seconded for service as an Adjutant of Auxiliary 
Forces. The undermentioned Lieutenants to be Captains Hugo 
Charles Buck, vice G. P. Hatch, and Stephen Walter, vice W. C. 
MincMn, who has resigned his combatant commission. The under* 
mentioned Second Lieutenants to be Lieutenants R. Lovebandi 
vice H. C. Buck, and J. H. F. H. Cioran, vice S. Walter. 

Army Service Corps.— Capt. Frederick Amelias Le Poer Trench to 
be Major, upon the Supernumerary List, in succession to Lieut.-OoL 
N. Ronald-Taylor, retired ; Lieut, and temporary Capt. George 
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substitution of Trebizond for 
Turkey, the Trebi- 

zond figures being only 
about one-third of the above 

total, and 
no 

mention 
being made of the trade 

vid 
Bagdad. Apart 

from this error, 1 cannot but 

think that both tables 
are very much 

exaggerated. 

Let 
me 

apply 

a 
double test. Goods 

imported 

or exported vid the Persian Gulf must almost of 
necessity 

pass 
through the ports of 

Bushire, 
Lingah, 

or 
Bender Abbas, the 

remaining Persian 
ports along the 

coast—Mohammerah, Dilam, 
High, Khamer, Minau, and Jask, doing, 

as 
their 

; customs returns 
show, 

a 

relatively 
very small 

amount of business 
(and that for the most part 

with 
goods already 

in transit to 
or 

from the three 
larger ports), which is 

incapable 
of 

appreciably 

i affecting the totals. In 1888 the total of exports 
| 

from Bushire, Lingah, 
and Bender Abbas 

com- j 
bined 

was 

£1,347,058 
; 

the total of 
imports 

into 

. 
the three 

same 
ports, £1,645,385, figures which, 

even 
if 

they 

were 
not 

exaggerated, 

as 
I shall show 

them in my next letter to 
be, 

are 

absolutely irreconcilable 

concilable with those 
given 

above. In other words, 

^ the total volume of the Gulf trade 
was 

£2,992,438, 

i instead of 
£5,471,432, 

as 

given 
in the 

“ 
States- 1 

man’s Year 
Book,” 

it 
being impossible 

that the t 
trade of the six minor ports should amount to 

^ 
more 

than 
an 

infinitesimal fraction of the differ- f 

ence. 
The second test that I would apply is that 

c 
of the import trade into Persia from 

Turkey, 
re- 

i 
turned above 

as 

£1,841,678. 
Almost the sole 

e 

avenues 

through which this trade passes 
on 

any 
r appreciable scale 

are 
from 

Trebizond, vid Tabriz, i 
and from 

Bagdad, 
vid Khanakui andKermanshah. 

s The latest 
figures of the Trebizond transit trade t 

that I have with me—viz,, for 1887—give the total ] 
value of 

goods passing through 
that port 

en 
route { 

for Tabriz 
as 

£610,490. At 
Bagdad 

I have 
ascer- i tained that the 

approximate annual value of 
goods 

i 
imported 

from 
or 

vid that 
place 

into Persia, is ] £270,000. Adding 
these figures, 

we 
get 

a 
total of 

* about £900,000 for the whole import trade from 
Turkey—again 

a 
serious divergence from the 

re- ^ 
turns before 

quoted. My reduced estimates in 
these cases, if 

applied 
in 

a 
similar 

or even 
in- 1 

ferior ratio elsewhere, incline 
me 

to believe that 
the total 

commerce 
of Persia at the 

present 
time 

s does not exceed at the most from 
£7,000,000 

to 
£7,500,000—an 

estimate which 
was 

given 
to me 

v 
by 

two 
independent authorities—of which the imports 

ports constitute about two-thirds and the exports 
^ 

the remainder. 

< 
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Battalion, the South Wales Borderers, which 
was notified in the 

Gazette of Feb. 11, 1890, is cancelled. 
15th Hussars.—The promotion to the rank of Lieutenant oi 

Second 
Lieut. R, L. Aspinall is post-dated to Dee. 18, 1889. 

Coldstream Guards.— Lieut, the Hon. U. T. Holland has been 
seconded for service on the Staff. 

Line Battalions. 

The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).—Major Lionel T. Spens retires OQ retired pay. 
The Leicestershire Regiment.—Major William Mogg Rolph to be 

Lieutenant-Colonel, vice Col. T. Braddell, retired ; 
Oapt. Francis 

William Reader to he Major, vice W. M. Rolph 
; Lieut. Harry M. 

Welstead to be Captain, vice F. W. Reader ; Second Lieut. Harry 
Colquhoun to be Lieutenant, vice H. M. Welstead. 

The Royal Welsh Fusiliers.—The promotion to the rank of Captain 
of Lieut. A. W. G. L. Cole, which 

was 
notified in the Gazette of 

Feb. 11. 1830, is post-dated to Jan. 22. 1890. 
The Gloucestershire Regiment.—Capt. John E. M. Pilkington is 

placed 
on 

temporary half-pay 
on account of ill-health. 

The Border Regiment.—Lieut. William J. Ferguson-Davie to ha 
Adjutant, vice Lieut. D. J. Welsh, who has resigned that appointment. 
ment. 

The Royal Sussex Regiment.—Second Lieut. Thomas F. M. Wisden, 
from the Gloucestershire Regiment, to be Second Lieutenant, vice 
W. G. L. Beynon, seconded. 

The Hampshire Regiment.—Lieut. George H. Nicholson to be 
Adjutant, vice Capt. W. G. Wyld, who has resigned that appointment. 
ment. 

The Prince of Wales’s Volunteers (South Lancashire Regiment).— 
Capt. Hugh L. Barrow haa been seconded for service with the 
Egyptian Army. 

The Northamptonshire Regiment.—Supernumerary Lieut. Henry 
Arthur Luard, who has ceased to be 

a 
Probationer for the Indian 

Staff Corps, to be Lieutenant, vice G. H. C. de Crespigny, resigned. 
The Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).—Capt. Edwin 

A. H. Alderson to be Adjutant, vice Capt. C. E. C. B. Harrison, 
whose period of service in that appointment is about to expire. 

The Prince of Wales’s (North Staffordshire Regiment).—Capfc. 
Ernest H. Randolph to be Adjutant, vice Capt. G. Chichester, whose 
period of service in that appointment is about to expire. 

The Connaught Rangers.—Capt. Archibald D. Campbell resigns his 
commission. 

The Royal Dublin Fusiliers.—Lieat. Archibald J. Chapman to be 
Adjutant, vice Capt. E. Pearse, who has vacated that appointment. 

The Rifle Brigade (the Prince Consort’s Own).—Capfc. 
bir Charles R. 

Hunter, Bart., retires from the service, receiving 
a 

gratuity. 
Staff.—Lieut.-Col. L. Marshall, from half-pay, is continued in the 

appointments of Deputy-Assistant Adjutant-General and Deputy- 
Assistant Adjutant-General for Instruction ; Lieut.-Col. T. H. H. 
Garrett, half-pay, to be an 

Extra Aide-de-Camp to the Right Hon. 
the Earl of Zetland, Lieutenant-General and General-Governor of 
Ireland ; Capt. R. S. S. Baden-Powell, 13th Hussars, to be Assistant Military Secretary and Aide-de-Camp to Lieutenant-General H. A. Smyth, K.C.M.G., Governor and Commander-in-Chief, Malta. 

School of Military Engineering.—Major E. C. S. Moore, Royal 
Engineers, to be 

an 
Instructor, vice Lieut.-Col. A. J. C. Cunningham, 

Royal Engineers, whose period of service in that appointment has 
expired. 

Chaplains’ Department.—The Rev. Thomas Henry Foulkes, M.A., 
to be Chaplain of the Forces of the Fourth Class. 

Veterinary Department.—Frederick Charles Stratton, gent., to be 
Veterinary Surgeon, 

on 
probation, vice Veterinary Surgeon T. A. 

Mitchell, deceased. 
Half-Pay.—The rindermentioned Majors to be Lieutenant-Colonels : —George W. F. Claremont, from the Worcestershire Regiment: 

Lionel Marshall, from the Lancashire Fusiliers ; Anthony Cope, from 
the Rifle Brigade (the Prince Consort’s Own). 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 
W. Waldron, Glasgow", fruit broker and commission agent, 

March 11, at 12, Faculty-hall, Glasgow.—J. Hay, Glasgow, draper, 
March 11, at 12, Facuity-haU, Glasgow. 

THE BANKRUPTCY ACT, 

. 

1883. 
Adjudications. 

In London. 
& Ababrelton, Robert Relton de Relton, Silver-street, City, and 

Church-road, Leyton, shorthand writer and reporter. 

a tt rw 1 ? lyentleman. 
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