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About this record

The report No. 27 of 1866, dated 17 March 1866, addresses the question of a complete Land Line of Telegraph
and submits to government propositions on the question based on Goldsmid's recent travels.

There are numerous enclosures to the report:

• Report by Major Robert Murdoch Smith, 7 March 1866, submitted to Lieutenant-Colonel
Frederick John Goldsmid of the journey they undertook from Teheran [Tehran] to Bam and his own subsequent
journey on to Bunder Abbass [Bandar Abbas]. The report documents their examination of the country between
Ispahan [Isfahan] and Gwadur [Gwadar] with a view to continuing and ultimately uniting the Persian and Mekran
Coast Land Lines of Telegraph. (ff. 5-12)

• Enclosed with Major Smith's report is a copy of another report submitted by W P
Johnston, British Agent at Busreh [Basra] on the country between Jashk [Jask] and Sooruf on the Southern
Coast
of Beloochistan [Baluchistan]. (ff. 13-14)

• Lieutenant-Colonel Goldsmid also enclosed a copy of his letter to Major Smith, No.1 of
1866 written 20 January 1866, given to Major Smith at the point they travelled in separate directions in order
to undertake their examinations and including, for him, a copy of his own official notes and data relating to
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his journey from Sabristan to Chonbar via Bampur. (ff. 15-22)

• Map showing the boundary of Persia as it had traditionally been assumed and as it had
now been ascertained [boundary with India], April 1866. (f. 23 )

• Map showing Lieutenant-Colonel Goldsmid and Major Smith's route from Ispahan to Choubar
[Chombar] and Bunder Abbas, April 1866. (f. 24)

The report is accompanied by a cover note from the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 25 April 1866,
instructing that copies of Lieutenant-Colonel Goldsmid's report be forwarded to the Government of India and
the British Government. On the reverse of the cover note are handwritten instructions, No.1232 of 1866, from
Charles Gonne, dated 2 May 1866, instructing that a copy of the report be forwarded to the Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf (Lewis Pelly).
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