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MEMORANDUM 

ON 

TRIBAL DIVISIONS IN THE PRINCIPALITY OF 'OMAN. 

TO ACCOMPANY TABLE OF TRIBES. 

The classification of tlie Arabian tribes or clans inhabiting c Oman into two 

great divisions, cc Hinawi" and " GMfiri," is peculiar to that kingdom, and has 

been adopted in comparatively recent times. The modern history of 4 Oman being 

mainly the narrative of the contentions between these great rival factions, a 

precise understanding of their mutual relations, and the origin of their differences, 
is desirable. 

With a view to a clear explanation of these points it is necessary to refer 

back to the older and better known tribal classifications. 

Arabian historians have divided all the tribes of Arabia into three primary 
classes. 

15^. El 'Arab el 'Arabeh, i.e., pure Arabs, those created speaking Arabic. 

2nd. El 'Arab el Mota'arribeh, or genuine Arabs, those who acquired the 

Arabic language. 
El 'Arab el Mosta'ribeh, or the naturalized Arabs. 

Of these three classes the first is considered to be lost or extinct, and there 

remain the classes known to Europeans as genuine Arabs and naturalized Arabs. 

The former consists of those descendants of Kahtan (or Joktan of Scrip 

ture), many of whom settled in Yemen, and they are also termed Kahtanite or 

Yemenite Arabs. 

The naturalized Arabs are said to be descended from Ishmael, but do not 

trace pedigree further back than 'Adnan. 

This class is termed Ishmaelite, 'Adnanite or Ma'addite, and also Nizarite, 

from ISTizar bin Ma'add. 

The first Arab settlers in e Oman came from Yemen, and were Kahtanite. 

Later immigrants arrived from the westward, and were mostly tribes of the 

Ishmaelite branch. 
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For instance, in the province of Dhahireh tlie Chief of the Beni Ghafir is 

styled Temimet-el-Ghafiriyeh, and looked upon as a sort of referee in matters 

affecting the the general interests of the Ghafiris. 

The Hinawis of c Oman have been usually accustomed to respect the reign 

ing Seyyid of the Al-bu-Sa c eed as their Temimet. 

The above remarks are intended to supplement a table which has been pre 

pared of the principal tribes; perhaps they may also help to elucidate the some 

what complicated question of the growth and mutual relations of the rival parties 
in the state of £ Oman. 

E. C. ROSS, Major, 
Political Agent at Muscat, 
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HINAWt DIVISION. PRINCIPAL TRIBES OF 'OMlN. GHAFIRI DIVISION 

Collectivb'plueayfobm. Religious Sect. Province, Villages or Districts. REMARKS. Collective "plural^Form. Relioious Sect. Province. •s. Number of REMARKS. 
ADiYI EOSTAfC. HOWPEIN. <ALAwi BENI-BIT-'ALi WAHHABi SHAEJQYBH JA'LAN. SUR 1,600 At feud with Beni-bu-Hasan. •AT,AWT At feud with Bcni-Ghafir. b j da | EL-BIDA SUNNI DHAHIEEH DtfT 100 Kahtanite. At feud with the Beni-Ghafir. •AT AWT wadmhin EL-PALAJ. EL-KAEYATBIN. HAMEYDHEIN. EL-KAL'AH ES-SABAL '. BL-'OTHEYBEH 

500 
2,000 

DEE'I .Z"........ ed-der6' ibAdhi 'OMAN BEDOUIN or NOMADIC 1,500 
At feud with the Jenebeh. At feud with the Siabi-in. 

Do 
" ' Do SUNNI DHAHIEEH TBN'AM 2,000 

PPNT •A'RA'RFTT •OMAN GHAFIRI BENI-QH A PIR SUNNI & IBADHI dhAhieeh EL-GHABBi. EL-'EINEIN. ED-DEI iiz. BL-'AEIDH 900 At feud with the Beni-'Ali, the Ya'akib, and Beni-Kelban. This tribe gave the name to the Ghafirl 
SUNNI 1,000 party, previously the Niz&riyeh. 

At feud with the Siabi in. Do Do. ibAdhi EL-HAJAE wAdLbbni. ghAptr • 500 
250 haeeAsi bbni-haeeAs BL-HAJAE NAKHL 3,000 

SHIES. KASBiYBT-YAL-BBREYK;. BD-DEYL 
WADI-EL-JCOW R i.Z. EL-'BIN. EL-MO'TBRIDH , 
MAKHBYLIF 

EL-HISHM SUNNI & IBADHI ... 
SUNNi 

SHAEKiYEH FT-TEHWAH. ET-HAMEYDHEH ... 800 At feud with the Hejri-in. 220 Ishmaelite. At feud with the Na'im. hikmAni EL-HIKMAN SHAEKiYEH , , BEDOUIN 800 
1 ,000 70 

EL-'IBEI-IN 'OMAN EL-HOMEA 1,600 At feud with the Beni-Hinah. 
Do Do SUNNI dhAhiebh BL-'ORAKI 50 

IBADHI •isAi benwsA EL-HAJAE WADI 'AH1N 500 At feud wth the Beni-'Ali. 
50 JABERI BENI-JABBR SHAEKiYEH KALHAT. TEYWI. DHIBAB. and I REY.TEH. EL.JEYLEH. ET.TOW ULLS 4,000 At feud with Beni-Efi-aheh. 

BL-MADHEYBI. BR-ROW DHAH. WADI-'ANDAM .' 
FT ,-OH A RTFFTT 
SDE. JENAH r.. sue-hiyAn 

Do Do BL-HAJAE ' 2,600 Do. do. 
HAMADT ^SOO JENBYBI EL-JENEBBH ' SHAEKIYBH BEDOUINS of desert.f rom JAZEE wes' r. SUE 6,000 Kahtanite. At feud witlf the Al-Wahibeh. 

600 600 
'OMAN BEDOUINS 300" 

HAMMADT. SDNNI BATINEH Do Do bAtineh EL JKHADHREH 100 
BADI ibadh'i KA-BI BBNI KA'B EL-JOW EL MAHDHAH 2,000 At feud with the Beni-Mezrft'. 
KARTTHT el-5aeth 2 000 At feud with the Mesakereh. At feud with the Beni-bA-'Ali. Do Do EL-HAJAR WADi-EL-KOWR 200 
5asani BENI Bt-?ASAN 2,000 KUNDI BL-KUNUD " NBZW A 1,500 At fend with the people of Nezwa. 
HASAN! BBNI-5ASAN KATBYBI BENI-gATAB SUNNi dhAhireh bl-aplAj 200 „ „ the Beni-Mezrfi'. 
heddabi EL KHOWDH. PANJAH. BIDBID 1000 At feud with the Siabi-in. kelbAni S ' 'D i el-makanniyAt . 1,000 „ „ the Beni-Ghafir. 

Do Do. 150 KHARUSI BENI-K2AEUS. ... HA TAT? rostAk. nakhl 300 
HEJBRI EL HEJEI-IN shaejciybh khazeyri . . BBNI-KHAZEYE .—, EL HAJAR NAKHL 200 
jEtBTDI EL-HUYUD 800 

3,000 
KOLEYBi BENI-KOLBYB .... ~T EL HAJAR WADI-EL-JEZZI .... 1,000 HINi-I BENI-HINAH 'OMAN BBLBD-SEYT. WADi-'ALA. EL-KHOWDH. PANJAH. BIDBID The term Hinawi, now applied to the whole Division, derived from this family. They have a feud with the f Ibri-in. mahAeabi , beni-mahArbb STINNI : EL HAJAR WADi-SF.MArr, 100 
majcbAli BL-MAPABIL su ~i BL HAJAR NEAR SOHAR 1,000 HINDASI EL-HINADIS BATTNBH bl-qhalil , 400 MAKHEYREKX mbjlebi bl-makhArek . .' 'OMAN 750 At feud with the Al-bfl-Sald. 

HOWSANI EL-50WASINEH BATINBH WADI-EL-HOWASINBH. EL-GHBYZEIN. EL-KHABUEEH 2,400 300 
At feud with the Beni 'Omar. BENI-MBJLEB — 1 ' 'OMAN RRMiTT,'" 60 

JAHDHAMI EL-JAHADHIM 1 SHARldYEH SBMED MBSKERI bl-mesAkerbh shaekiybh THE A EL-YF.HMAni 1,600 At feud with the Harth. 
JBRRADi TAL-JEERAD BATINBH ABU-MAHHAE. MAEAQHAH. BL-JEEID 600 MBZRU'i BBNI-MBZRfr' BL-HAJAR eostAk. sema'il . 100 „ „ the Beni-Ka'b and Beni-Katab. 
KARETNI YAL-BU-KAEEYN BATINBH BL-HAJEYEEH. DHIYAN 800 nadAbi BN-NADABI-i N EL-HAJAE WAT)r-ET,.'AKTr 2,000 „ „ the Habfis. 
JCARBTTIBI BL-KARATIB SDNNI BATINEH KHOR-BL-MILH BN-NA'IM SUNNI dhAhieeh DHANK. EL-KABIL' 1,500 „ „ theBeni-Yaa. Kahtanite. 
JCATBTTI el-jcateyt BATINEH EL-BEEEYK? 160 Do RFREYMI. AS'ARAH. HAFiT 1,500 ¥TTAT,TT>T BBNI-EHALID BATINEH DMM-BT-TBYFEH 400 nebhAni BENI NEBHAN ibAdhi EL HAJAE BUSH BR. SEMAJL 100 Kahtanite. Thia family furnished Princes of 'Oman from 12th to 15th century. 
KHAMISI YAL-KUAMIS ibadhi BATINEH EL-EHABBEH. SHA'IBBH nizAei 'OMAN 7TKK1 ' or TZKI 1,260 At feud with the Yemen and Beni-Ea-aheh. 
MAJBTNI BL-MAJANiYEH SDNNI BATINEH WAD A M ...J. ^OO 'OMAEI ... . BENI 'OMAR SUNNI dhAhieeh F.T,.HFTYAT, 1,000 At feud with the Howasineh and Makabil. 
MALKHI BL-MAWALIKH SHAmdYEH rAs-el-hadd 800 Do ibAdhi EL-HAJAE w a ni . el.howAsinbh 1,000 
MANDBM EL-MANADEEEH IBADHI ".... EL HAJAR es-selbyfI ..y.,. Ishmaelite. At feud with the SAawafah. Do Do bAtinbh FL-GHEYZEIN. GHADHPAN. BL-ASRAE 1,000 
MANWATII EL-MANAWAEBH BATINEH EL-HADHIB 300 EAISI .. SUNNI ETj.EAZEKH • | 1,000 
MAEZUKI EL-MAEAZiK SUNNI BATINEH sdr-HIYAN. khor-el-HamAm 600 Ishmaelite. RASIBI BR E A ̂ SHAEKiYEH F.Ti-WAFT 200 At feud with the Beni-bu-Hasan. 
MASHBYPIRI ... EL-MASHAFIRBH IBADHI BATINEH EL-MANPASH 1,500 EBHBI BBNI-EASIB „" EL-HAJAE WADI-BA'D. KAHZAH 2,000 Habus. 
MASHEAFI BL-MASHARIPBH SHARJCIYEH ER-RAPSAH 300 beni-eiyAm JEBEL-EL-AKHDH AR f. 2,000 a „ Beni-Ea-aheh. 
MA'WALI EL-MA'AWAL BATINBH EL-KHABBEH. WADI-BL-MA'AWAL 3,000 At feud with people of Nakhl. SUNNl' H'HIEEH TITTT- 100 Beni-Ghafir. 
NOWFILI EN-NOWAEIL BATINEH SHA'IBEH. SWADAM. MAJIZ-EN-NOWAFIL 450 ibAdhi -MAN SEIPAN. EL-BASiYEH 700 'Ibri-in. 
BASHETDI , ... YAL-BIJ BASHBTD BATINEH BL-KHADHrtSH .v.. BENISH dhAhireh EL-GHABBI. KHADAL 400 
EEDDBYNI ER-EEDDINlT SUNNI BATINEH BL'ABBASEH 60 ESH SHARKI-IN SUNNI; EL-HAJAR wAdi-hAm 200 At feud with the Hadadebeh, Beni 'Arabeh, and Beni Battash. • EtTETHI BENI-RUAHEH IBADHI :... 'OMAN. wAdi-beni-ruAheh 2,500 Ishmaelite. At feud with the Beni-Jaber and Beni-Riyam. .. ES S' A B' ' ibAdhi NAF'AH 1,500 SA'ADI YAL-SA'AD BATINEH BU-'ABALI. BL-MALLALEH. EL-KART. THARMAD. BAT-HA. ER- A , L ■ . STIR 500 EAKK A S. EL-KHADHREH ;.... 10,000 SINANI BENI-SINAN SHARK ABYADH ...". 300 
SA'IDI IL-BIT SA'ID SHAR^IYEH SEMED 300 

3,600 Family of the reigning Seyyids. Derive from the Azd. Do. do. do. 
BBNI-SDBH dhAhiebh Kahtanite. At feud with Beni-Ghafir. 

Do Do. 'OMAN MAHYUL. FALAJ. AEU-NAKHILEH. 'AZZ. MANH. ADAM. NEZWA. YA'KUBI EL-YA'APIB ib £ bh :; ROST A K. NAKHL.... 100 This family furnished Imams of 'Oman in 17th and 18th centuries. 
Do Do. BATINEH ICASBIYET-AL-BU-SA'i D Do. do. do. ZIDI BL-YA'ARABEH IBADHI & SUNNT.... dhAhireh padA 100 At feud with Beni-Ghafir. 

SALBHI es sawaleg BATINEH BS-SDWEYK 400 SBLAHI AL-'ABD-ES-SELAM ... SDNNI BATINEH BD-DEYL KEY TO PRONUNCIATION AND TRANSLITERATION. 
SERIRi NOTES. BS SBEIEI-IN IBADHI - FT.-HA.TAP. NAKHTi ES-SELEYF 100 sowwAii es-stlwafbh DHAHIREH Ishmaelite. At feud with the Manadereh. Form. souki.. Arabic. For*. Sound. Arabic. HINAWi in general indicates the KAHTANITB tribes, descendants of YEMEN Arabs; 
SHBMSI BSH SHEMUS SUNNI BATINEH khoe-el-iiamAm 100 Q2AFIEi „ ,, ISHMABLITB „ „ NEJD 

Some exceptions are noted in columns of Remarks. 
Sub-tribes are not specified. Persian and Beluch tribes are omitted. SHIADI BSH-SHIADI-IN BATINBH . .. SUR-ESH-SHlADI-IN E a in>ggar 1 TH TH th in both th in the "WAHlBi AL-WAHIBEH IBADHI SHAEKiYEH el-jAzbe. sedbyrbh. senow. WAdI'ANDAM 5 000 Bedouins i ̂  b W " 

j-Short vowels. Do BATINBH MAJIZ-AL-WAHiBBH ' 70 0 o in obev QH gin Sagen (German) The following Geographical Divisions are termed PROVINCES : 1 ESH-SHAEKIYEH (the East), 
including JA'LAN. 2 ' OMAN. 3 EDH-DHAHIEBH. 4 BL-BATINEH. 5 EL-JOW, con 
taining BEEEYMi. 6 EL-HAJAE or EL-HUJUE, the hilly districts between BATINBH and WAHIBI BENI-WAHIB BL-HAJAE RU-I. WADI-BUSHEE. BL-HABUBIAII T ..-. 1 600 U u in bull ! J EH dhard 

•WBEDI EL-WEEUD shaefdyeh wAdpandam ' 3 0o A a in father 5 stroig 11 c 
WASHAHI BL-WAHASHAT SUNNI EL-HAJAE wAdi-hattA ZIKKI or IZKI 260 Ishmaelite. 6 £r Q 6 in note ("Long do. s T ®^ ant DHAHIREH, including the WAdI'S or passes. 
YEMENI EL-YEMBN 1260 oo in boot.. J K k do <3 The tribes of Shemal districts, bordering the Persian Gulf, are not in this table. 
ZA'lBI EZ-ztT'AB SDNNI BATINEH SASBiYET-EZ-ZU'AB, ER-RUBYLBH. BL-KJIASHDAH SBMED 400 El 7 » by ^■Diphthongs. Y y in y 03 The form Beni, vulg. for Benn, is adopted, as being in universal use in 'Oman. 
ZEKAWI EZ-ZEKAWINEH IBADHI ... SHARKIYEH 300 BY ey in they.. not describablo t The Table is compiled from information of Native Arabs. 0W ow in cow .. j el,P30 0fVOWel 
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muskat, may 1872. 
(Signed.) e 

• 
c. ross, 

TolitbcaL Jyent/, Mishat 
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