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About this record

The journal contains entries for each day of Lewis Pelly's journey and records the exact distances travelled
each day and the amount of time required to cover the distance. Where possible longitudes and latitudes have
been recorded using the North Star and Rigil to determine them along with the altitude at various points.

Pelly gives detailed descriptions of everywhere he travels through on his journey including the names of
villages, towns, plains, hills and sand ranges, locations of wells, numbers of huts and residences, the
landscape and geography of the Nejd [Najd] country with pencil sketches to accompany (folios 3,4,14 and 16)
and where the river beds occur and which directions these landmarks run in. There are also accounts of the
caravans and other travellers encountered including an account of a group of women who wished to buy the metal
buttons and silk handkerchiefs of Mr Lucas, the interpreter and when he declined to sell them they cut the
buttons off and pickpocketed the handkerchiefs.

Folio 4a describes some of the specimens of wild flowers being collected along with some of the edible plants
that the Bedouins make use of. Folio 6 documents the tribal structure of the Nejd and includes accounts of
customs and traditions as well as the tributes paid to the Amir. Folio 10 explains the laws of inheritance in
the country, the rules that men are governed by with regard to the number of wives they have and the fact that
concubines are not permitted, the censuses that have been undertaken and the fact that women and children are
not counted.

On arrival at Riadh [Riyadh] Pelly describes his accommodation, the Amir's confidential secretary and meetings
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with him, the Nejd tribes disdain and dislike of Captain Jones, the former political resident whom they viewed
as having done injury against them. On meeting with Amir Faisal ibn Torky [Faisal ibn Turki], the Imam, Pelly
describes his age and physical features as well as his apparent character and nature before detailing their
conversation which discussed Pelly's reasons for being there, the Amir's account of his own territory and the
distinctions he draws between religious and political warfare. Also discussed are his attitudes and opinions
on the situation with Muscat and his view that it is a tributary of the Nejd.

Further entries in the journal describe a private meeting with the Imam in which the telegraph lines being
extended throughout the Gulf are discussed along with the Imam's experiences of establishing a postal line
between Egypt and Nejd and the British Government's policy with regards to the East. There is also a detailed
conversation about Nejd horses focusing in particular on the different colourings and varieties that exist.
There are also references to slave cruising: however, they are contained within a portion of the journal which
is difficult to decipher as the pencil has faded badly.

Further conversations recorded in the journal with the private secretary of the Imam revolve around the Amir's
attempts to secure a treaty to permit the Oman Arabs at Soor [Sur] to be exempt from punishments for piracy
and in return the British would receive a guarantee of protection for telegraphic communications. The journal
also records the journey back to Koweit [Kuwait], for which many of the entries are similar to those of the
journey to Riyadh. Additional references which are recorded include the fact that Lieutenant Dawes had
sketched the Imam and Riyadh at Pelly's request, some notes about the traditions of the Selaibee tribe and the
significance of their coats as part of their coming of age rituals, and references to the climate, temperature
and quality of air.
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