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Miss 
Berrj'5 

Memoirs. 179 

bears 
to 

Splaying cards,' 
and which presupposes, not 

previous 
study, 

but the 
long 

and due preparation 
of the imagination 

and the intellect. 

It follows that with 
us 

the conversationist is rather looked 
upon with 

curiosity 
and interest 

as a man 
endowed with 

a 

special 
gift, than accepted 

as an 

acquisition 
to the social 

commerce 
of j ^ 

s ̂  en 
i 
n ̂  to the 

philosophical monologues 
of 

Coleridge, 

the illustrated anecdotes and fanciful sallies of 
Sydney Smith, 

the rich outpourings 
of Lord 

Macaulay's 
infinite knowledge, 

or 
the 

picturesque 
and 

prophetic 
utterances of Mr. Carlyle, 

we have been conscious that 
we were 

rather 
enjoying 

a 
substitute for good conversation than additions 

to the 
common 

stock. The monopoly 
of attention which 

was 

required 
was, in most cases, willingly conceded; 

but 
even 

the wonderful intellectual exhibi 
tion did 

not make up for the 
deficiency 

in that sympathy 
between 

the speaker 
and the hearers which gives 

a 
relish to very 

ordinary 
parlance 

and very inferior wit, 
and which 

heightens 
tenfold the enjoyment 

of the communication of 
brighter 

and loftier ideas. 
It is noticeable that certain 

English 
persons, 

notwithstanding 

the 
impediments 

of the 
language, produce 

more 
effect in 

con versation with foreigners 
than with their 

own 
countrymen. 

We suspect this must, to some 
extent, have been the 

case with Miss 
Berry, 

to have elicited such 
warm 

expressions 
of 

admiration from Madame de Stael, 
who attached special 

im 
portance 

to that 
faculty. 

All visitors from the Continent 
were 

thoroughly 

at home in Miss 
Berry's 

solon. Good 
nature and good 

sense were 

really 
all that could be predicated 

of the sub 
stance of her usual talk, 

but in the 
manner 

of it there 
was 

a 
cheerful appreciation 

of all that 
was 

said 
or 

done, which 
gave encouragement to the shiest,—an appeal 

to any wit 
or wisdom the 

room 

might 
hold 

to come out and show itself, 
which 

was 

larely unheard, 
and 

a 

simplicity 
which 

dispersed by 
its 

contact all insolence 
or 

assumption. 
Add 

to this the 
knowledge 

and the interest acquired by 

an acute observation and 
a 

retentive 
memory 

through 
this unusually long 

and varied life, 
and you have 

a 
combination all the 

more 
agreeable from its absence of 

the marvellous 
or 

the sublime. The greater part of the fre 
quenters of Miss Berry's society might think themselves 

at least 

as 
clever and well-read 

as 
she was; 

and, though they 

were 
probably mistaken, they 

did not go away with less self-satisfac 
tion. The conversation 

at 
Lydia 

White's might 
have been 

more 
literary, 

and at 
Lady Davy's 

more 

scientific, 
but the Miss 

Berrys 

J had 
a 

flavour of fashion about it, which is not 
distasteful 

even to the most 
philosophic 

or 
matter-of-fact 

Englishman, 
and 

kept 
itself totally 

free from any 
speciality 

which could be made 
an 

n 
2 

object 
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180 Miss 
Berry's 

object of ridicule 
or 

ground 
of offence. 

By 
its very 

familiarity 

and kindliness, tins 
society 

was 
liable to the invasion of the 

o-arrulous and the tiresome; but 
even 

the 
specimens 

of that in 

evitable 
species which 

were 
found there, 

were more 
tolerable 

than in houses of greater pretence, and became 
inspired by the 

o-enius of the 
place 

with 
some sense 

of mercy 
or 

of 
shame^ 

From the multitudinous shape which 
London^ society is 

now assuming, 
two consequences 

are 
imminent; the 

rarity 
of these 

huge 

reunions from the unfitness 
or 

inability of 
our 

houses to 
contain 

them, and the retirement within 
a 

very limited circle of rela 

tives and 
private 

friends of those persons who would have been 
willing, 

in the old time, 
to have contributed 

a 
proper share to the 

social 
enjoyment 

of others. With the 
excuse 

of real discomfort 
abroad, joined 

to an 

Englishman's 
natural inclinations to 

stay 
at 

home 
; 

with the 
difficulty 

of 
meeting 

the few he likes, added 
to 

the 
certainty 

of 
encountering 

a 
crowd he abhors 

; 
with the 

increasing 

severity 
of the duties and 

responsibilities 
of 

public life, and the 

diminution of the external respect and 
importance it 

imparts, 
there 

is every inducement to our 

wealthier, and nobler, and 
more 

fas 

tidious countrymen to retain 
an 

exclusiveness of habits and 
an isolation of life, which 

can 
be 

indulged 
in with 

impunity by 
Legitimists 

in Paris 
or 

Men of Letters in Boston, but which, if 
systematically persisted in, will 

seriously impair 
the relations of 

classes, and the 
political 

structure of 
our 

civil existence. The 

great 
can no 

longer remain in 
an 

empyrean of their 
own, even 

if 

that 
atmosphere 

be purer, 
wiser, and better than the world below 

; but, 

as 

unfortunately 
it is the 

tendency of all exclusiveness of 

this kind to 
generate 

a 
very different kind of 

atmosphere, 
there 

is the double 
peril 

of the 
injury 

to the order and the damage 
to 

the individuals. It is, therefore, 

no 

exaggeration 
to say, that 

such 
a 

society 

as 
the Misses 

Berry 
established and maintained for 

nearly 
half 

a 

century—bringing together 

on a common 

ground 
of 

friendly intercourse, 
not 

only 

men 
illustrious in different walks of 

life, 
but what 

might aptly 
be called the 

men 
of the day—men 

who had 
won 

and 
men 

who 
were 

winning, 

men 
who wished 

to 
learn and 

men 

ready 
to 

teach, restrained and softened 
by 

a womanly 
influence that 

never 

degenerated 
into that social 

police 
which 

a 
less skilful hostess often finds necessary to impose—had 

its moral and 
political bearings, besides its 

personal 

and 
superficial 

influences. 
This then is the real 

meaning 
and 

right 
of such persons to re spect and remembrance. The 

inexplicable Sympathies 
underlie 

all hnman association and 
are 

the foundation of the civil order of 
the world. That 

men 
should 

care 
for 

one 
another at 

all, thought 
Mohammed, 

is 
always 

a 
mystery; and it is 

just 
in 

proportion 

that 
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that they 

care 
for 

one 
another, 

so as to 
take 

an 
interest in 

one another's 
daily life, 

that 
society 

is harmonised, and, beyond 
Mohammed, christianised. Honour, then, 

to the good old ladies 
who 

helped 

on 
this good work. 

They 
will 

soon 
be 

only 
per sonally 

remembered by 
those 

to 
whom the streets of London have 

become 
a 

range of inhabited tombs; yet the day 
may be distant 

before social tradition forgets 
the modest house in 

Curzon-street, 

where dwelt the 
Berrys. 

In these pages 
we 

have 
spoken 

almost 
indifferently 

of these 
sisters in the 

singular 
and the 

plural. 
And this is, in truth, 

a fair representation 
of their relation 

to one 
another. It 

was 
said 

that after 
Mary's unhappy 

engagement their 
friendship 

was 
less 

ened ; but there is 
no 

sign 
of it in these volumes. 

They 
appear 

on 
the 

scene 
sometimes 

single, 
sometimes double, owing 

to the 
sororal condition perhaps 

more 
than the elder and the abler would willingly 

have 
accepted. Agnes, 

it is clear, would have been nothing 
above 

an 

amiable, cheery, pretty 
woman, but for 

Mary's 
superiority; yet it is undeniable that her liveliness 

was a 
most 

necessary 
complement 

to 
Miss 

Berry's 
graver 

disposition, 
and it is 

hard to say which 
was 

the greater gainer by the faculties of the 
other. 

During 

an 

illness, in which 
Mary 

was 

supposed 
to be seriously attacked, Mr. 

Rogers 

came to see 

her, 
not 

having 
visited 

the house for many years 
previous. 

She received him with great 
kindness, but, after 

some 
strong expressions 

of 
sympathy 

and in 

terest 
on 

his part, 
Agnes, bearing 

no 

longer 
what she, 

we 
think wrongly, 

believed 
to be 

a 
false and barren exhibition of 

feeling, 

burst out, 'You might 
have been, and you 

were 
not, 

anything 

to us 
when 

we were 

living, 
and you 

now come 
and insult 

us 
with 

your civilities when 
we are 

nigh dead.' This 
was a 

specimen 
of 

the 
more 

passionate, and, it may 
be, one-sided nature, which 

Agnes 

never 

concealed, and which time did not 
subdue. 

Mary Berry 
went 

on 
for 

a 
short time 

bravely enduring 
life. 

Within the year the sisters 
lay together 

in the 
pleasant grave-yard 

of 
Petersham, close to the 

scenes 
which 

they 
had 

inspired 
with 

so 
many 

happy 
associations. To few it is 

given, 

as to 
these, 

to 
retain in extreme old age not 

only 
the clearness of the head but the 

brightness 
of the heart—to leave in those about them 

no sense of relief from the wayward second-childishness which 
so 

sadly 

rounds the life of man, but 
a 

pure regret that these almost 
patriarchal 

lives could not have lasted still 
longer. 

Art 

. 
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VII.—1. A Narrative of 

a and Eastern Arabia, 1862-3. 
By 

William GifFord Palgrave 

late of the 8th Regiment Bombay 
N. I. 

London, 
1865. 

2. Histoire de 
VEgypte 

sous Aly 
; ou, Recti des Evenements 

ont eu 
lieu 

depuis 
le 

depart 
des 1823. Par 

M. Felix 
Mengin. Ouvrage 

enrichi de Notes par MM. 
Langles 

et 
Jomard, 

et 
precede d'une Introduction Historique 

par 
M. Agoub. Paris, 1823. 

ARABIA 

and the Arabs have been subjects 
of 

some 
interest 

or 

curiosity 
to 

us 
all from 

our 
childhood. The story of Hagar 

and her 
son 

Ishmael moved 
our 

pity 
and excited 

our 
sympathy; 

and the remarkable 
manner 

in which the Arabs have 
fulfilled the destiny assigned 

to Ishmael and his 
descendants, 

before he 
was 

born 
' 
He will be 

a 
wild 

man ; 
his hand against 

every man, and every man's hand against him'—could 
not 

fail 
to take hold of the imagination. 

We have all 
enjoyed 

the tales 
of the thousand and 

one 

nights—'The 
Arabian Nights' 

Enter 
tainments '—and have roamed 

through Bagdad 
with the magni 

ficent and humorous Kalif Haroon el 
Resheed, 

in quest of 
adventures One of 

our 
earliest voyages 

was 

probably 
to 

Seran- 
deeb and the islands of the Eastern 

seas, with Sinbad the Sailor 
We learned arithmetic by 

means 
of the 

signs 
still called the 

Arabic numerals; and 
Algebra (Al-gebr) 

we 
also derive, 

as 
its 

name 
intimates, from the Arabs. It would be difficult 

to esti 
mate how much science and the everyday business of the world 

owe to these 
two 

gifts. The Arabs 
were 

the pioneers 
of Oriental 

commerce, the navigators 
and merchants who first made Western 

Asia and 
Europe acquainted 

with the products 
of India and of 

the Eastern 
Archipelago; 

and 
they 

were, and down 
to our own time nave 

continued to 
be, the commercial carriers between the 

por 
s o 

^ 

rabia and the shores of the Mediterranean. 
It 

was with 
a view to 

participate 
in this lucrative Eastern' 

commerce that oolomon entered into 
a 

trading partnership 
with Hiram of lyre, and built 

' 
Tadmor in the 

wilderness,' 

on an 
oasis which 

still retains that name, to 
facilitate the passage of 

caravans. 
The discoveries of Vasco de Gama diverted the greater part of that 

commerce into another 
channel; 

but it has begun 
to revert to its 

oii b ina 
course, and the time is probably 

not distant when the 
more precious commodities imported 

from the East will all be 

1 

i." 

U 
i i 

e anc 
i 
e 

_ 

nt routes; but when that time arrives, 

. 

' a anc 
l his camel will 

no 

longer 
be the carriers. 

11 the descendants 
of 

Ishmael, 
or, 

as 
the Arabs call him, Ismael, 

inherited from their Father Abraham his belief in the 
one 

God, 
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they 
must, after 

a 

time, have lapsed 
into the 

idolatry 
of the elder 

branch of the Arab 
family, inhabiting 

the southern part of the 
peninsula, who, according 

to their 
own 

account, 
are 

not 
Ismaelites, 

but descendants of Kahtan—the Joktan of the Hebrews—for at 
the commencement of the Christian 

era 
all the Arabs 

seem to 
have 

worshipped 
idols. Yet this was" 

probably 
about the 

period 

of their greatest commercial 
prosperity 

and 
highest literary 

development. 
At 

some 
time 

or 

times, 
not well ascertained, 

during 
the first centuries of 

our era, 
certain tribes embraced the 

Christian faith, and retained it until the swords of Mahomed's 
disciples 

forced them to 
change 

the Bible for the Koran; 
but 

ultimately 
all became Mahomedans. 

When the Arabs, 
not without resistance, had been constrained 

or 
induced to 

accept 
as a new 

revelation the 
religion 

of the 
pseudo Prophet 

of Mekka, they 
became united by 

that bond 

under his 
authority 

; but the whole 
population 

of Arabia could 
hardly 

have amounted to ten 
millions, scattered 

over an area 
of 

nearly 

a 
million square 

miles, and divided into 
numerous 

tribes, 

which for ages had been at almost 
perpetual 

feud 
one 

with 
another. Mahomed, however, lived 

long enough 
to consolidate 

his power in Arabia, though 
not 

long enough 
to 

effect any 
con quests beyond it. That task he 

bequeathed 
to his 

successors. He died 
a.d 

. 

632, 
and before the close of 638 the Arabs, 

after 
gaining sanguinary victories 

over 
the Roman and Persian armies, 

had subdued the whole of 
Syria, Egypt, 

and Persia. The inha 
bitants of those 

subjugated 
countries 

were 
almost 

everywhere 
compelled 

to renounce 
their ancient faith, and to 

accept that of 
their conquerors. This 

was not 
merely 

the nominal acceptance 

of 
a new 

creed; the 
change involved 

a 

complete 
social revolu 

tion 
; 

for not 
only 

the 
pre-existing 

civil and criminal laws, but 
what concerned the domestic relations of these 

unwilling 

con verts, 
was 

subverted and 
replaced by the laws and 

injunctions 

contained in the Koran. Yet it is strange that wherever Islam 

was 
then and thus 

planted, 
it has taken root and flourished. 

As the power of' the Kalifs, Mahomed's 
successors, became 

consolidated, and the tribute of the 
subject 

nations 
poured 

into 
their treasury, their courts became centres of 

civilisation, 
and 

their munificence attracted the learned of other countries. The 
Philosophy 

of ancient Greece 
was 

taught 

on 
the banks of the 

Tigris, 
at 

a 
time when it 

was 
still unknown in Western 

Europe 
; 

and under the liberal patronage of the Kalifs the works of 
Plato, 

Aristotle, Hippocrates, Galen, and other Greek authors, 

were translated into Arabic, with 
ample commentaries.* The lieu- 

* 
They 

were 
translated) 

not direct from the Greek, but from Syriac versions 
already existing. 

tenants 
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tenants of the Kalifs who 
governed 

the 
subject kingdoms 

were 

men 
of cultivated minds and 

polished 
manners, who maintained 

the state and exercised the munificence of 
princes; 

and number 

less 
Arabs, of all 

grades, employed 
in the 

public service, and 

in the 
conquered countries, partook 

of the cultivation, the 
re finement, and the wealth which that service imparted, 

and shared 

the 
dignity of the dominant 

race. Meanwhile, 
the Mahomedan 

religion 
had 

spread 
far 

beyond 

the limits of the Arab conquests in Asia. The tribes of Toor- 
kistan had 

accepted 
the 

new 

creed, and carried it to the confines 
of China, 

to 
Afghanistan, 

and to 
Northern India. From 

Egypt 

the Arabs themselves 
pushed 

their conquests in Africa to the 
shores of the Atlantic, and, crossing 

into 
Spain, 

subdued and 
colonised the richest 

portions 
of that country 

: 

they 

even 
pene 

trated to the heart of 
France, 

and 
were 

with 
difficulty 

driven 
back by Charles Martel. 

Sicily 
became 

an 
Arab 

possession, 

and Malta 
was 

permanently occupied. 
The 

commerce 
which 

for ages the Arabs had maintained with the islands in the 

eastern seas 
had led to the establishment of 

agencies 
in those 

countries 
; and it is 

probable 
that long 

before the rise of Maho- 
medanism, perhaps 

in remote ages, there had been 
a 

considerable 
migration 

of Arabs 
to 

the 
principal 

islands. The written cha 

racter of the dominant 
Malay 

race 
is 

Arabic; 
their 

language 

contains 
a 

large proportion 
of Arabic; 

and their physical 
and 

moral characteristics favour the belief that they 

are 
allied 

to the 
Arabs in blood 

; but however this may 
be, they readily 

became 

converts to Islam. The Arabs who had settled 
along 

the eastern 
coast of Africa 

to the 
Mozambique 

Channel also conformed to the 
new 

faith of the parent stock. 
But 

although 
the 

religion 
of the Arab extended, his 

political 

and 
military 

power 
decayed, 

and 
ultimately collapsed. 

Central 
Asia 

sent 
forth from its 

numerous 
nomade and scanty urban population, 

as 
Arabia had done, successive armies of merciless 

conquerors, who wrested from the Kalifs the greater part of their 
dominions, finally 

overthrew the Kalifat, 
and in Asia pressed 

the Arab back almost within the limits of his native peninsula. 

After having 
exercised dominion for several centuries, enjoying 

the 
luxury 

of 
splendid 

courts and great cities, amidst the 
highest 

cultivation of those times, 
he retired 

to 
his mountain-home 

or his tent his dates and his dourra—his camels, sheep, 
and horses 

—to resume 
his pristine 

life and occupations, 
his clan-feuds, 

and predatory habits. 
Neither the 

new 

religion 
and laws which he had 

adopted, 

nor four centuries of 
dominion, luxury, 

and refinement in cities, 

nor 
foreign intercourse, 

had changed 
the character of the Arab. Such 

as 
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as 
he had been before his conquests such he became 

again, 

and such he is now, ' a 
wild man, whose hand is 

against 
every 

man, and every man's hand against him.' 
While the Kalifs still 

reigned 
in 

Bagdad 
there 

appeared 

occa sionally 
in Eastern Arabia 

men 
actuated 

by religious enthusiasm, 

or 

ambition, 

or 

by both:—no unusual combination—who for 
a 

season were 
successful in 

exciting 

a 

popular 
reaction 

against 
Mahomedanism, 

and in 
propagating 

new 
doctrines. Of these 

the most successful 
was 

Karmat, 

or 

Karmath, 
who about 

a.d. 
900 

had gathered 
around him, in his native district of 

Koofa, 

a 

large 
body 

of devoted 
disciples. Amongst 

other innovations he 

permitted 

the 
use 

of wine, and 
dispensed 

with ablutions, 
two 

changes 
which 

must have been almost 
equally acceptable 

to his followers. This 

sect 
waged 

war 
for several years with the Kalifs; sacked Bussora 

; 
took Koofa; threatened Damascus, which escaped capture by 
paying 

a ransom; 
ravaged Balbek, putting 

to death most of the 
inhabitants; seized 

Hajar (El Haza), 
which 

they 
made their 

capital; 
and 

plundered 
the 

caravans 
of 

pilgrims 
to Mekka. 

Having been joined by the inhabitants of Bahrein and 
Haza, 

who had 
adopted the tenets of Karmat, they marched in force 

against Mekka, which they took. There 
they slaughtered thirty 

thousand persons; 
pillaged 

the 
city; 

sacked the Kaaba; filled 

the 
holy 

well of Zemzem with dead bodies; defiled the 
most 

revered of Mahomedan 
temples, by interring 

in it 
a 

thousand 

corpses; carried off the sacred black stone, which every devout 
Mahomedan pilgrim 

desires to 
kiss, and converted it to an 

obscene 

use : 
but 

a 
few 

vears 
after the death of their most successful mili- 

^ 
tary leader, Aboo Taher, they 

restored the stone; and 
according 

to the Mahomedan tradition, 

a 

single camel, which 
was 

lean 
when it left Koofa, and got fat 

on 
the 

journey, 
sufficed 

to carry 
it back to 

Mekka; whereas 
forty strong camels had 

hardly 
been 

able to carry it away, and had all been reduced to skin and bone 
by 

the effort, before 
they conveyed it to Koofa. Having 

endured 

for about 
sixty 

years, from the date of its first rise, the Kar- 
mathite 

4 

heresy' declined and ceased to excite much attention, 
though 

it still survived in 
obscurity 

at 
Aleppo, Kateef, and 

some other 
places. 

It appears to have been 
a 

sect of 
mystics, 

such 
as 

are common 
in the East, under the 

generic designation 
of 

Soofees, 

and in which the leader and his followers stand in the relations 

of Morsheed and Moreed. The Morsheed is 
supposed by his de 

voted 
disciples, 

or 

Moreeds, 
to be the 

vicegerent 
of God 

on 

earth, 

whose mandates 
they 

are 
bound 

blindly 
to 

obey. The Ismaelees 

of Alamoot in Persia—the 
disciples 

or 
Moreeds of Hassan Sub- 

bah, 

4 
the old 

man 
of the mountain' 

(from 
whose 

name our term 

c 
assassin' is 

derived), 

were a 
sect of this class 

; 
and the stories 

related 

7Reference: Mss Eur F126/68. Copyright for this page: Public Domain

View on the Qatar Digital Library: http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023318133.0x000008

http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/
http://www.qdl.qa/en/archive/81055/vdc_100023318133.0x000008?utm_source=testpdfdownload&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=PDFdownload


Reviews of A Narrative of a Year's Journey through Central and Eastern Arabia,
1862-63by William Gifford Palgrave, Published 1865 [4v] (8/42)

186 
Palgrave 

$ 
Arabia, 

related of the self-immolation of the 
disciples 

of Hassan and Kar- 
math, 

at the command of their Morslieeds, 

are 
identical. 

We shall have occasion to say 
something 

further 
on 

of 
a more 

recent sect of 
religious 

militants 
(all 

sects 
are 

militant in 
Arabia), 

which, however, 
has for its 

object, 
not the overthrow of the Maho- 

medan 
faith, but its restoration to its 

original purity. 
Geographically 

the term Arabia has not 
unusually 

been applied exclusively 
to the 

peninsula, 
of which three sides 

are bounded 
by 

the Red Sea, the Indian Ocean, 
and the Persian 

Gulf, 
and of which the isthmus would be cut across near 

its 

narrowest 
part by 

a 
line of about 800 miles drawn from Yembo 

on 
the Red Sea to 

Grane 
(also 

called 
Koweit) 

at the N.W. 
angle 

of the Persian Gulf. But those limits would exclude 
a considerable 

proportion 
of historical Arabia, 

which extends far beyond the peninsula 
and its isthmus, 

but of which the limits 

are not 
accurately 

defined. Our present business, however, is 
with the Arabs of the Peninsula. 

Beginning 
at the north-eastern shore of the Red Sea, 

we 
find 

on 
the whole coasts of the peninsula, 

and 
extending 

inland to varying 
and 

imperfectly 
defined distances, the 

following 
pro 

vinces 
or 

principalities, 
each of which consists of 

a 
certain extent 

of low land of 
varying 

breadth 
along 

the coast, which is called Tehama, 
and behind which rises 

a 
mountain range of 

con siderable altitude, 
and 

consisting 
in 

some 
parts, 

more 

especially 

in Yemen and 
Oman, 

of successive 
ridges 

or 
groups of 

moun tain country extending 
into the interior. Of the 

provinces, 
the first, in the order in which 

we 
propose to take them, 

is 
Hejaz, 

in which 
are 

the cities of 
Mekka, Jeddah, 

and 
Medina—Yembo, 

Tayf, 
and other towns and 

villages. Proceeding southward, 

we next come to 
Yemen, 

which extends to the Straits of Babel- 
mandeb and 

a 
short distance bejond 

them to the east. It 
con tains the cities of Sana 

or 
Saana and 

Mokha, 
besides many other 

towns and 
villages, 

both 
on 

the coast and in the interior. To 
the east of 

Yemen, 

on 
the coast of the Indian Ocean, 

is Hadra- 
maut, 

near 
the western limit of which is the 

peninsula 
and 

fortress of 
Aden, 

now a 
British possession. The 

principality 
of 

Oman extends from the eastern limit of Hadramaut 
to 

Cape 

Massendom and the Persian Gulf; 
and besides the capital, 

Mus 
cat, contains several considerable towns 

on 
the 

coast and many villages 
both 

on 
the coast and in the interior. On the southern 

and western shores of the Persian Gulf, beyond 
the limits of Oman, 

are 

Bahrein, Haza, 
and Grane 

or 

Koweit, 
all of which 

contain considerable towns and 
villages. 

This completes 
the 

circuit of the peninsula from 
one 

shore of the isthmus 
to the 

othen 

All 
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All of these 
provinces 

or 

principalities—they 
have 

some times been the 
one 

and sometimes the other—have been visited 
and described by 

men 

specially qualified 
to 

give 

an account of 
them, and who have left for their 

successors 
but little 

important 

information to 
glean 

on 
their tracks. Earliest in date 

was Niebuhr, who, besides 
a 

great 
amount of 

general 
information regarding Arabia and the Arabs, has also given 

us a 
full and 

accurate account of 
Yemen, 

the Arabia Felix of the ancients. 
His work bears 

everywhere 
the 

impress 
of 

superior intellect, 

careful observation and 
inquiry, 

calm 
judgment, 

and 
good faith. 

Of the 
Hejaz 

and its cities 
we 

have from Burckhardt 
a 

description 

such 
as 

Gibbon desiderated, 
and 

no 
other 

European 
had been 

able to 
give. 

It leaves little that is 
new to be told 

by 
any tra 

veller who may follow him in the 
Hejaz, 

But his 
inquiries 

were not confined to that province; 
he collected detailed infor 

mation regarding 
the routes from Mekka and Medina to different 

parts, indeed to almost all parts, of Arabia. Of the 
pestilential 

Hadramaut, which, being interpreted, 
is the 

region 
of 

death, 

we 
know little, 

and 
probably 

there is not much to be 
known, 

beyond the harbours and 
villages 

on 
the coast described 

by 
Wellsted, whose modest narrative, distinguished by its 

scrupulous 

accuracy and 
fidelity, 

has 
hardly 

secured to him the 
position 

to which, amongst 
recent 

travellers, he is entitled. It is true that 
in his travels in Oman he had advantages such 

as no 
other tra 

veller in the interior of Arabia has 
enjoyed, 

for he travelled with 
the 

concurrence 
and under the 

protection 
of the Imam of 

Muscat, 

the 
sovereign 

of the country. Probably 
that is 

one 
of the 

reasons why 
his account of the interior of Oman is still the most accurate 

that 
we 

possess of the 
topography 

and condition of any inland 
portion 

of Arabia of similar extent. With the districts 
on 

the 
shores of the Persian Gulf, 

from 
Cape 

Massendom to the mouths 
of the 

Euphrates, 
the surveys of the Indian navy, the intercourse 

of their chiefs and merchants with the British 
Residency 

at Bussora, which 
was 

for 
some 

time established at 
Grane, 

as 
well 

as 
with the 

Residency 
at 

Bushire, 
and the 

military expeditions 

which had been sent from India to 
chastise the 

pirates 
of that 

coast, and 
destroy 

their vessels and 
strongholds, 

had made 
us well 

acquainted. 

There remained in the central part of the 
peninsula, 

or 
rather 

of its isthmus, the great 
province 

of 
Nejd,^ 

or 
the 

Highlands, 

which 
was 

known to be 
populous 

and 
productive, 

but which 
no European 

had yet examined. In 
a 

note 
appended 

to his 
pub- 

* 
Mr. Palgrave writes Nejed 

; 
Burckhardt, Nedjed; in Eastern Arabia 

we 
believe 

tbe word is 
never 

pronounced 
as 

if it consisted of two 
syllables^ 

, 
lished 
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lished Travels, Burckhardt had directed special 
attention to 

Nejd 
; 

and 
as 

the 
Egyptian 

army under Toussoun Pasha had 
previously 

penetrated 
to 

Kaseem, 

one 
of its districts, 

he 
was 

able to 
lay 

down with considerable accuracy the stages and distances from 
Medina to the 

principal 
towns of the province. This informa 

tion 
was 

obtained in 1814, and 
was 

all that 
was 

then attainable. 

, In 1817 and 
1818, however, when the 

Egyptian 
army, under 

Ibrahim Pasha, accompanied by 
several 

European 
officers of intelligence, 

had 
overrun 

Nejd, 
taken and 

destroyed 
its capital 

Dereeyah, 
and 

occupied 
the country 

to the shores of the Persian 
Gulf, Nejd 

ceased to be 
an 

unexplored 

or 
unknown country. 

In 1819 
Captain 

Sadlier of the British army, who had previ- 
dL 

ously 
been 

employed 
in 

Persia, 

was sent on a 
mission 

to 
Ibrahim 

Pasha, in order to 
prevent any 

misapprehension 

as to the 
objects 

of the 
expedition 

which in that year 
was sent from India against 

the Wahabee 
pirates 

in the Persian Gulf. 
Landing 

at 
Kateef 

Sadlier crossed the 
peninsula 

to 
Yembo, being 

the first 
European 

who had succeeded in 
making 

his way from 
sea to sea. 

He passed through Nejd by Dereeyah, Shakra, lA.neyzah, 
El Rass 

and 
Hanekayeh, 

in fact, 
traversed from east to west 

nearly 
the 

same 
parts of that 

province, 
with the 

exception 
of Jebel Sham- 

mar 
and 

Jowf, 
that Mr. Palgrave passed through 

from west to east, besides 
a 

portion which that gentleman 
did not see. 

The 
value of the information obtained by Captain 

Sadlier 
was 

highly 
appreciated 

in France 
as 

well 
as 

in this country. 
M. Mengin published, 

in 1823, his elaborate 
c 

History 
of Egypt 

under Mahomed Allee,' 
of which Mr. Palgrave, 

from his 
residence in 

Egypt, 
and his 

Egyptian predilections, might have 
been expected 

to know something. M. 
Mengin's work, which 

is 
carefully, and, 

on 
the whole, honestly prepared, 

contains 
a detailed account, derived from the 

European 
officers who 

accom 
panied 

the 
Egyptian 

army, of Ibrahim Pasha's military operations 

in 
Nejd, 

M. 
Mengin, however, 

does not confine himself to 
a nanative 

oi 
those operations. Knowing 

that Central Arabia 
had not till then been 

explored by Europeans, 
he 

gives 
much 

curious and 
interesting information, 

obtained 
chiefly 

from official 
sources, 

regarding 
the country and its inhabitants. He 

enume- lates the districts and considerable towns inhabited by 
the settled population, gives 

the number of 
men 

capable 
of 

bearing 

arms at which each of these is rated, and thence deduces the total amount of the settled population 
of 

Nejd. 
He also gives 

a 
list of the 

Bedouin tribes subject 
to the Wahabee ruler, with the number 

of 
men 

capable 
of 

bearing 

arms 
in each. The 

history 
of the 

Wahabee sect,—its rise, 
its 

peculiar 
tenets, its conquests, its plunders, 

and 
massacres 

had 
already 

been 
fully 

discussed in 

n 
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numerous 

publications 
both in 

England 
and in France. But 

M. Mengin 
had much that 

was new to tell of the laws and 

customs of 
Nejd 

; ol its productions, 
animal and 

vegetable 
; of its 

trade ; 
of its agriculture, 

and the 
manner 

of 
conducting it; of 

the 
taxation, 

and the total 
amount of each 

description 
of 

produce 

on 
which 

a tax is levied by 
the Government; 

and his 
history 

is accompanied by 
maps, in which the 

topography 
of 

Nejd 
is illus 

trated with great 
care 

and considerable accuracy. It was, no doubt, with the aid of those materials that Dr. Plate constructed 
the map of Arabia which 

accompanied 
Colonel 

Chesney's 

account of the 
Euphrates expedition; 

and which, with the exception 
of the 

valley 
of the 

Jowf, which Dr. Wallin 
was the first 

European 
to 

visit, contains all that 
was 

known of the topography 
of 

Nejd, 
till Colonel 

Felly, 
in 1865, 

was 
able 

by 
correct astronomical observations to determine the latitude 

and 
longitude 

of Riad and 
some 

other 
places. 

Dr. Wallin, 

a 
native of Finland, 

who travelled in Northern 
Arabia in 1845-48, visited both Jowf and Jebel Shammar. The 

notes of his 
journey, 

with 
a 

sketch map 
showing 

most of the 

towns and 
villages 

of those 
two 

districts of 
Nejd, 

were 

published 

in 1851 in the 'Transactions of the 
Royal Geographical Society,' 

vol. 
xx. 

He encountered the Beni Shammar, 

as 
far to the west 

as 

Teima, which 
belongs 

to 
them, and states that their different 

clans 
or 

tribes extend eastward into Irak, which is their favourite 
haunt. 

6 
But towards the close of 

spring, 
when water and 

pasture 
are scarce 

in the Nefood, 
every tribe draws 

nearer to its 

own town or 

village, 
and in the time of the date-harvest 

they 
generally pitch 

their tents close to the walls of their 
respective 

towns.' He observes, that according 
to their 

own 
tradition 

they 

were one 
of the tribes who 

emigrated 
latest from Yemen, 

and that 
' 

they 
retain the 

Yemeny 
features of their ancestors in 

a greater degree perhaps 
than any other tribe from that 

country.' 

6 
The Beni Shammar,' 

he says, ' are 
under the 

authority 
of Ibn 

al Rashid, the chief Sheikh of all the Shammar in 
Nejd.' 

Mr. 
Layard, 

in his 
' 

Nineveh and 
Babylon,' 

a 
book which 

most educated persons have read, gives 

an account of Gebel 
Shammar, which contains the substance of 

nearly 
all that Mr. 

Pal grave 
has told 

us 
of that district and its chief, Ibn Rashid. 

Mr. 
Layard 

tells 
us 

that:— 

c 
Of late years Ibn Eashid, 

a 
chief of the Gebel Shammar, has by 

his courage and abilities acquired the whole of that district; and has 
rendered himself sufficiently powerful 

to hold in check the various 
tribes which surround it. Pilgrims under his 

protection 
could 

therefore 
again 

venture to take the shortest road to Mecca. 

. . . 

The 
chief 

punctually 
fulfilled his engagements, and the 

caravan 
I have 

described 
was 

the first that had crossed the desert for many years 
without 
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without accident 
or 

molestation. It 
was 

under the charge of Abd-ur- 
Eahman, 

a 
relation of Ibn Eashid ; I frequently 

saw 
him 

during 

his short residence at 
Hillah, and he urged 

me 
to return with him to 

Jebel Shammar 

£ 
Sheikh Abd-ur-Eahman described Gebel Shammar 

as 

abounding 

in fertile valleys, where the Arabs had villages 
and cultivated lands. 

The inhabitants 
are 

of the 
same 

great tribe of Shammar who wander 

over 
the plains of 

Mesopotamia. 

4 
Ibn Eeshid 

was 
described to 

me 
&s 

a 
powerful and, for 

an 
Arab, 

an 

enlightened chief, who had restored security 
to the country, and 

who desired to encourage trade and the passage of caravans 
through 

his territory.' 

Such 
were 

the accounts of 
Nejd 

which had been laid before 
the 

European public previous 
to 

1860, 
and 

although 
much 

attention had not been 
recently 

directed to the affairs of 
a 

region 

so 
remote, yet the truth is, that, 

of all the 
provinces 

of 
Arabia, 

Nejd,—instead 
of 

being, 

as 
Mr. Palgrave 

represents it, 
and 

as 
it 

was at 
first taken 

(by 
ourselves among 

others) 
upon his 

authority 

to 
be, 

a 
blank to be filled up in the map of 

Asia, 

an 
unknown 

and 
virgin soil,—was undoubtedly 

the 
province regarding 

which 
there existed, previous 

to his 
journey, 

the 
most 

extensive, various, 

and minute information in relation both to the country and its 
inhabitants. But 

no one 
from reading Mr. Palgrave's 

book could 
discover that the country had 

ever 
been 

explored 
before he penetrated 

into it. 

4 
Once for all,'he says,'let 

us 
attempt 

to 
acquire 

a 

fairly 
correct and comprehensive knowledge 

of the Arabian Peninsula. With its coasts 

we are 
already in great 

measure 
acquainted; several of its maritime provinces have been, if not 

thoroughly, 
at least sufficiently, explored; 

Yemen and Hejaz, Mecca and Medinah, 

are no 
longer mysteries 

to 
us 

nor are we 
wholly without information 

on 
the districts of Hadramaut 

and 'Oman. But of the interior of the vast 
region, 

of its plains and 
mountains, its tribes and cities, of its governments and institutions, 

of 
its inhabitants, their ways and customs, of their social condition, how 
far advanced in civilisation 

or 
sunk in barbarism, 

what do 
we as 

yet 
really know, 

save 
from accounts 

necessarily wanting 
in fulness and precision 

? It is time to fill up this blank in the map of Asia, and this, 
at whatever risks, 

we 
will 

now 
endeavour; either the land before 

us 
shall be 

our 
tomb, 

or we 
will traverse it in its fullest breadth, and 

know what it contains from shore to shore. Vestigia 
nulla retrorsum' 

Was he 
really ignorant, 

when he set out on 
his 

journey 
to Nejd, 

that it 
was a 

country comparatively 
well known and described, 

years before he resolved to visit it? Was the 
un- avowed purpose of his 

journey 
the real motive for 

undertaking 
it, 

and the ostensible 
object only 

a 
pretext ? In whatever 

manner 
we 

attempt 
to account for 

it, 
such 

a 
view of his 

undertaking 

as is 
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is 
given 

in the 
preceding 

extract seems to 
imply 

either 
a 

strange 
delusion 

or a 
deliberate mystification. But let 

us 
pass 

on— 
' 
The 

men 
of the land/ 

he tells us, father than the land of the men, 

were 
my main 

object 
of research and 

principal study. My 
atten 

tion 
was 

directed 
to the moral, intellectual, and 

political 

con ditions of 
living 

Arabia rather than to the 
physical phenomena 

of the country—of great indeed, but to me 
of inferior interest. Meanwhile, 

whatever observations 
on 

antiquity 
and science, 

on plants 
and stones, geography 

and 
meteorology, 

I 
was 

able to make, I shall 
give, regretting only their inevitable 

imperfection.' 

^ Of the special objects 
and 

determining circumstances of his journey, 
which 

was 
undertaken in connexion with the Order of 

the 
Jesuits, 

and for which the necessary funds 
were 

furnished 
by 

the 
Emperor 

of the French, Mr. Palgrave only 
tells 

us 
of 

; 
the hope 

of 
doing something 

towards the permanent social 
good 

of 
those wide regions; 

the desire of 
bringing 

the stagnant waters 
of Eastern life into contact with the 

quickening 
stream of European 

progress ; 
perhaps 

a 
natural 

curiosity 
to know the yet 

unknown, 
and the restlessness of 

enterprise 
not rare 

in 
English 

men.' 
By 

what 
special 

means 
he 

hoped 
to 

bring 
the stagnant 

waters into 
contact with the 

quickening 
stream, he 

probably 
did 

not feel at 
liberty 

to inform us—at all events, 
we 

may 
safely 

infer 
that the 

quickening 
stream was not to be 

supplied by this 
country. Mr. Palgrave 

is 
no 

doubt too 
much of 

a 

cosmopolite 

to care 

by 
what nation it may be 

supplied, 
and too 

little of 
a politician 

to consider what 
political 

inconvenience 
might result 

from 
an 

attempt 
to carry out the views which it 

was 
his 

hope 

to 
promote. 
Whatever his unavowed 

objects 
may have been, he was, as he informs 

us^ in many respects well 
prepared 

for the 
enterprise. 

Familiarity 
with the Arabic language 

till it became to him almost 

a 

mother-tongue, experience 
in the ways and 

manners 
of 

4 
Semitic' 

nations, 
and 

a 
careful study 

of the best Arabic authorities 
on 

the 
history 

and gesta of Arabia—we may 
add, 

more 
than 

ordinary 
capacity, 

presence of mind, and address. On the other hand, it 

appears to us 
that there are, in his very clever and 

agreeable 

account of his 
journey, 

indications of his 
having imbibed many 

of the views and 
prejudices 

of his Eastern friends and associates, 

and of his remarkable 
inaptitude 

to understand 
or 

appreciate 
any 

other mode of life than that of cities 
or 

towns; but 
on 

the whole, 

Mr. Palgrave's 

6 
Arabia 

' 
is 

a 

pleasant 
and 

amusing book of 
travel; and if 

we cannot 
help thinking 

that the 
colouring is 

some times 
a 

little too 
artistic, 

we 
do not doubt that the outlines of 

the 
scenes 

and the figures 
he 

depicts 
from 

personal 
observation 

* 
Preface, 

p. yi. 

are 
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are 

generally 
faithful. Of his 

disquisitions 

on 

theological subjects 

we 
shall only 

say that to us 
the effect of those elaborate 

digres 

sions, which interrupt the narrative, is 
unpleasant, and their 

value doubtful. 
Having resolved 

to go to 
Nejd, Mr. Palgrave selected 

a 
route 

which is difficult and therefore not much 
frequented, 

but which 

was 
the most direct from Gaza, whence he set out. 

Crossing 

the 
caravan 

road from Damascus to 
Medina, 

at 
Ma'an, 

he there 
remained 

some 

days 
to 

complete 
his 

preparations 
and obtain 

guides 
and camels. From thence 

they 
struck at once 

into the 
desert, 

on 
the route to 

Jowf. He 
was to 

travel in the dis 
guise 

of 
a 

Syrian physician, 
and had 

supplied 
himself with the 

requisite drugs and Arabic medical books; but, fearing that 

his services in this 
capacity might 

not 
always 

be in request, he 
had also laid in 

a 
small stock of such articles of merchandise 

as 

were 

likely 
to find 

a 

ready sale—a combination of scientific and 
commercial 

pursuits 
which is by 

no means 
considered anomalous 

in the East. On this he remarks that, 

e 
Could 

we 
have foreknown the real nature of the countries before 

us, we 

might have very well dispensed with 
a 

good part of 
our mercantile provisions, designed mainly for Bedouin purchasers, and 

augmented 

on 
the other hand 

our 
medical supplies, 

more 

adapted 
to 

townsmen and villagers. But 
supposing, like most 

people, 
that 

Arabia 
was 

almost 
exclusively the territory of nomades, and that the 

fixed 
population 

must be 
proportionally small 

fand unimportant, 
we deemed the former class of articles at least 

as 
available 

as 
the latter; 

a 

grievous mistake, and of which 
we soon 

became 
aware. 

For after 

once 
traversing this first stage of 

our 
journey, the rest of 

our way 

across 
the inner 

provinces, 
and up to the very shores of the Persian 

Gulf and Indian Ocean, lay, with very little exception, through 

coun tries where Bedouins stand for little 
or 

nothing, whereas, 
on 

the 
contrary, the settled inhabitants of the soil, with their towns, tillage, 

and governments, 
are 

everything. But all this 
we 

had yet to learn.' 

Now had Mr. Palgrave 
taken 

as 
much 

care to make himself 
acquainted 

with the information relating 
to 

Nejd 
which had 

been collected by Europeans 
and which 

was 
accessible to every 

one, as 
he had taken to read up the Arabic writings 

of which he 
gives 

a 

catalogue—had 
he 

even 
consulted Burckhardt alone, he 

would have known that Arabia, 
and 

especially Nejd, 

was 
far 

from 
being exclusively 

the 
territory 

of nomades. Burckhardt says (p. 459) 

:~ 

4 

Kasym, which is the most fertile district in the 
province of 

Nedjed, begins 
at Dat. The 

name 
of 

Nedjed, signifying high 
or elevated ground, is given 

to the country in opposition 
to Tehama 

or 
" 

low lands 
" 

applied 
to the sea-coast. It 

seems 
to be 

an 

oblong tract, 
extending between three and four days' journey 

from west to east, and 
two 

journeys in breadth from south to north. Within this space 
are above 
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above twenty-six 
small towns and 

villages, 
well peopled, 

in 
a 

culti 
vated 

^ 

territory irrigated by 
water from 

numerous 
wells. The chief 

town 
is 

Bereyda, 
where resides the Sheikh of 

Kasym, 

an 
old man, El Hedjeilan, 

once an enemy to the 
Wahabys, 

now a 
convert to their 

doctrine. The neighbourhood 
of Eass produces 

most corn, and that pait of 
Kasym 

about Dat and Rass lies nearest to Medina. In time 

oi peace 
regular 

caravans 
(of corn) 

arrive every month at Medina 

irom Kass. loussoun Pasha's army found plenty 
of provisions 

in the 
lew 

villages 
of Kasym 

which they occupied. 
The most considerable place 

in Kasym 
is 

Aneyzy (Oneyza 
of Mr. 

x 

algrave), 
said to be equal in size to Siout in Upper Egypt, which 

contained according 
to the French computation three thousand houses. 

^ 
laS 

^ )azarS5 an 
^ inhabited by respectable Arab merchants. 

Oi the other towns and villages 
the 

following 

are 
most noted.' (Here 

lollows 
a 

list of ten of 
them.) 

Again,— 

£ 

Nedjed 

near 

Derayeh 
assumes 

the 
name 

of El Aredh, 
a 

district 

once 
separate from Nedjed, 

but 
now 

considered belonging 
to it. El 

Aredh is less fertile than Kasym, from which in fact it is partly 
supplied with provisions. Its principal town, Derayeh, has always 
been 

a 
place 

of note, but much increased since it has become the capital 
of the Wahaby 

power and sect 

' 
There 

are not any khans 
or 

public inns (in Derayeh), 

so 
that 

every 
stranger quarters himself upon some 

inhabitant, and the people 
of 

Derayeh 

are 
proverbially hospitable. 

The immediate neighbour 
hood is barren, yielding only date-trees. Derayeh is supplied with provisions chiefly 

from Dhoroma, 

a 

large 
and populous village, 

one 
day 

s 

journey 
towards the east 

or 
north-east, 

which has gardens and 
orchards well watered from 

numerous 
wells. 

5 Elsewhere (p. 461) 
he tells 

us 
that— 

£ 
In general there is 

a 
spirit of 

commerce very 
prevalent in Nedjed, 

where the merchants 
are 

wealthy 
and of better repute for 

honesty 
than most of the Eastern traders. The settlers here 

are 
armed with matchlocks, 

and constitute the best portion of the Wahaby infantry 

: 
they 

are 
generally 

successful against the Bedouins, who invade their 
crops and pastures; and 

as 
saltpetre is found in 

Nedjed, 
every 

family 
makes its 

own 
yearly provision 

of gunpowder.' 

Burckhardt 
s 

Travels in Arabia 
were 

published 
in 1829; his 

name 
and his works 

were 
well and 

extensively known, 
and 

no 
one 

who had read his account, 
even 

if he had known nothing of 
the information obtained by Ibrahim Pasha's army in 1817-18, 

or 

by Sadlier in 1819, 

or 

by Dr. Wallin in 1848, 

or 

by Mr. Layard 
at 

a 
later date, 

could entertain the delusion that 
Nejd 

was almost exclusively 
the territory 

of nomades. 
From the 

same 
excellent 

authority 

we 
knew that the 

Hejaz, 

besides Jedda, Mekka, Medina, Tayf, 
and 

Yembo, 
contains in 

its mountainous districts valleys 
of great beauty, industriously 

Vol. 119.—iVb. 237» 
o 

cultivated. 
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cultivated. One of these, Rass el Kora, Burckliardt describes 

as 
'more 

picturesque and 
delightful 

than any 
place 

I had 
seen 

since my 
departure from Lebanon in 

Syria. 
He adds 

' 
Many of the fruit-trees of Europe 

are 
found here—figs, apricots, 

peaches, apples, the 
Egyptian 

sycamore, 

_ 

almonds pomegranates, hut 
particularly vines, the 

produce of which 
is 

of the best 
quality. 

. . . . The fields 
produce wheat, barley, and 

onions. 
. ... 

Vvery Med, 
as 

they here call their fields, is enclosed by 
a 

low 
wall, and 

is 
the pro- 

perty of 
a 

Hodheyl Bedouin. 

He tells 
us 

also that— 

£ 
According to tlie statements of tlie Arabs, many 

spots towards the 

south where Bedouin tribes like the Hodheyl cultivate the soil 
m 

detached parts of the mountain, 
are 

equally fertile and beautilul as 
that which 

we saw 
in the chain above mentioned. 

These 
same 

Hodheyl Bedouins, 

6 
Famous in the ancient history of Arabia, 

were 
nominally subject 

to the Sherif of Mekka, in whose territory they live 
; 

but they 
were 

in fact 
quite independent and often at 

war 
with him. 

Such, indeed, is life in Arabia, 
even 

in its most attractive 

forms—in the town or 
the tent, the 

mountains, 
or 

the desert 
—constantly recurring strife, wherever the 

stifling 
grasp of power 

is relaxed 
or can 

be eluded. 
Yemen is 

generally 
known to have been and to be 

a com paratively populous 
and well-cultivated part of 

Arabia, wdience 

its 
designation 

of Felix. 
From Wellsted's account of the interior of Oman, 

we 
know 

that it contains many 
picturesque 

and cultivated mountain valleys 

watered by copious 
streams, and that 

on 
the 

plains 
to 

the north 

of the range there 
are towns and 

villages whose inhabitants have 

with great labour reclaimed considerable 
tracts from the desert, 

creating, 

as 
it 

were, 
artificial 

oases 
which 

are 

highly cultivated 

and 
productive. 

A very little 
knowledge 

of what his 
predecessors 

in the 

same 
field of 

inquiry 
had done would have saved Mr. Pal- 

grave from the 
misapprehension 

under which he commenced 

his 
journey, 

and which he 
seems to 

imagine 
that he has been the 

first to 
dispel. 

It would be 
unjust 

to the 
men 

who really 
did 

dispel 
it not to warn 

the 
numerous 

readers of Mr. Palgraves 

attractive book 
against falling into 

a 
similar 

error. 

^ 
But let 

us resume 
the 

journey. 
After several days, in the 

course 
of which the travellers 

narrowly escaped destruction 
by 

the 
simoom, the 

poison-breath 
of the desert, they arrived 

at 
the district of Wadi Sirhan, in which they found water 

and encampments of the Sherarat Arabs, described by Wallin 

as one 
of the poorest, and, though 

numerous, one 
of the most 

despised 
of the tribes of Arabia. The travellers, however, 

were hospitably 
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hospitably 
received 

by 
these wild men, who killed 

a 

sheep 
to regale their guests. p 
i ,i 

At 
length they approached Jowf, 

and in 
a narrow 

pass 
were 

challenged by 
several 

horsemen, who, after 
some 

consultation, 

desired them to go 
on 

and fear nothing. Of 
one 

of these, Sulman-ebn-Dahir, 

a 
handsome youth, Mr. Palgrave, 

who sub sequently 
made his 

acquaintance, 
relates the 

following 

anec dote 
:— 

{ 
One day, while 

we were 
engaged in friendly conversation, he said, 

half 
laughing, 

"Do you know what 
we were 

consulting 
about while 

you were 
in the pass below 

on 
the morning of your arrival ? It 

was whether 
we 

should make you a 
good reception, and thus procure 

ourselves the advantage 
of 

having 
you residents amongst 

us, or whether 
we 

should not do better to kill you all three, and take 
our gain from the booty 

to be found in your 
baggage." 

I replied with equal coolness, 

" 
It might have proved 

an 
awkward affair for yourself 

and your 
friends, since Hamood your governor could hardly have 

failed to get wind of the matter, and would have taken it out of you." 

" 
Pooh ! 

" 

replied 
our 

friend, 
" never a 

bit; 
as 

if 
a 

present out of the plunder 
would not have tied Hamood's tongue." 

" 
Bedouins that you are," said I, laughing. 

" 
Of 

course we 
are," answered Sulman, 

" 
for 

such 
we 

all 
were 

till 
quite lately, 

and the present system is too recent 
to have much changed us." 

' Sulman 
was a true 

Arab, 
and 

a 

long disquisition 
would fail 

to 
give 

as accurate 
a 

notion of Arab character 
as 

is 
conveyed by 

that anecdote. An Arab engages in robbery, with 
or 

without 
murder 

as 
it may 

happen, 
in much the 

same 

spirit 
in which 

a 
schoolboy might 

set about 
robbing 

an 
orchard. 

The isolated 
valley 

of 
Jowf, 

about 
sixty 

or 
seventy miles long 

and twelve broad, with 
an 

estimated 
population 

of above thirty thousand, 
is well watered and 

productive 
; but 

we must give 

our 
traveller's 

own 
accbunt of his arrival there 

:— 

' 
A broad deep valley, descending ledge 

after 
ledge till its inner 

most 
depths 

are 
hidden from sight amid far-reaching shelves of reddish 

rock, below everywhere studded with tufts of 
palm-groves and clustering fruit-trees in dark green 

patches down to the furthest end 
of its windings; 

a 

large brown 
mass 

of irregular 
masonry 

crowning 

a central hill; beyond 
a 

tall and 
solitary 

tower 
overlooking the opposite 

bank of the hollow, and further down small round turrets and flat house-tops 
half buried amid the garden foliage, 

the whole 
plunged 

in 

a 

perpendicular flood of 
light 

and heat; such 
was 

the first aspect of 
the Djowf 

as we now 
approached it from the west. It 

was a 
lovely 

scene, and seemed yet 
more so 

to 
our 

eyes weary of the long desolation 
through which 

we 
had with hardly 

an 
exception journeyed day after 

day since 
our 

last farewell glimpse 
of Gaza and Palestine up to the 

first entrance 
on 

inhabited Arabia. 
" 

Like the Paradise of eternity, 

none can 
enter it till after having previously passed 

over 
hell-bridge," 

says an 
Arab poet, describing 

some 
similar locality in Algerian lands. 

o 
2 

' 
Eeanimated 
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' 
Eeanimated by the view, 

we 

pushed 

on our 

jaded beasts, and 
were already descending 

the first craggy 
slope of the valley, when two horsemen, well dressed and 

fully armed after the fashion of these 
parts, 

came up toward 
us 

from the town, and at 
once 

saluted 
us 

with 

a 
loud and 

hearty 

" 
Marhaba," 

or " 

welcome;" and without further 
preface they added, 

" 

Alight 
and eat," giving themselves the 

example 

of the former by descending briskly 
from their 

light-limbed horses, 

and untying 

a 

large leather bag full of excellent dates, and 
a 

water- skin, filled from the running spring; then spreading 
out these most 

opportune refreshments 
on 

the rock, and 
adding, "We 

were sure 
that 

you must be hungry 
and 

thirsty, 
so we 

have 
come 

ready provided," 
they 

invited 
us once more 

to sit down and begin. 

c 

Hungry 
and thirsty 

we 
indeed were; the dates 

were 
those of 

Djowf, the choicest in their kind to be met with in northern Arabia; 

the water 
was 

freshly drawn,, cool and clear, 
no 

slight recommenda 
tions after the ammoniacal wells of 

Magowa' 
and 

Oweysit; 
so 

that altogether 

we 
thought it unnecessary to make 

our new 
friends repeat 

their invitation, and without delay 
set ourselves to 

enjoy the present 
good, leaving the future with all its 

cares 
to Providence and the 

course 
of events. Meanwhile I took the occasion of 

studying 
more minutely 

the outward 
man 

of 
our 

benefactors. 

c 
The elder' of the cavaliers 

was a man 

apparently of about forty 

years of age, 
tall, well-made, dark-complexioned, 

and with 
a 

look that inspired 
some 

mistrust, while it denoted much 
intelligence and 

more habitual haughtiness. 
He 

was 
handsomely dressed for 

an 
Arab, 

wearing 

a 
red cloth vest with 

large hanging sleeves 
over 

his long 

white shirt, with 
a 

silk handkerchief, striped 
red and yellow, 

on 
his 

head, and 
a 

silver-hilted sword at his side. In short, all about him 
denoted 

a 
person of 

some 
wealth and 

importance. 
This 

was 
Ghafil- 

el-Haboob, the chief of the most 
important and the most turbulent family 

of the Djowf, Beyt-Haboob, who 
were not 

long 
since the rulers 

of the town, but 
are now, like all the rest of their countrymen, humble 

subjects 
to 

Hamood, vicegerent 
of Telal, the prince of Djebel Shomer. 

'His companion, Dafee by 
name, seemed younger in years and 

slenderer of make; he 
was 

less richly dressed, though carrying, 
like Ghafil, the silver-hilted sword 

common 
in Arabia to all 

men 
of 

good 

birth and circumstances; his 
family 

name was 
also Haboob, but his 

features bespoke 

a 
much milder and opener character than that of the chief, his cousin at the fourth 

or 
fifth remove.' 

The travellers became the guests of 
Gha£l,—not, however, 

without 
some remonstrance on 

the part of 
Dafee, 

who 
was am bitious of the honour of 

entertaining 
them ; 

but, finding 
that 

residence in the house of this chief of the Haboob 
was not 

conducive either to the extension of medical 
practice 

or 
the acquisition 

of 
information, 

and 
having 

reason to 
suspect that his hospitality 

was not 
quite disinterested—that, 

in 
fact, he had set his heart 

on 

getting possession 
of 

a 

bag of coffee which 
was 

part 
of their mercantile 

stock—they 
insisted 

on 

removing 
to other 

quarters. 

After 
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After 
a 

time 
they paid 

a 
visit to the Governor, Hamood, and 

there encountered 
some 

of the 
more 

polished inhabitants of Jebel 
Shammar, 

or, as 
Mr. Palgrave 

has 
it, Shomer,—in fact, members 

of the 
Privy Council of Telal, Ebn 

Ilesheed,the ruler of that part 

of the country, who had annexed Jowf to his 
possessions. 

4 
With 

much 
ease 

and off-handedness 
they 

drew 
us 

into talk, showed great 

interest in 
our 

well-doing, 
and united in 

encouraging 

us to lose 

no 
time in 

making 

our 
way to 

Ha^yel, where 
they assured 

us 
of 

an 
excellent welcome from Telal' 

(p. 78). 
Thus 

encouraged, 

after 
remaining eighteen days in Jowf, where 

they 
were 

hos 
pitably 

treated and 
practised physic 

with success, 
they 

set out 
for the 

capital 
of Telal, who, though 

he governs 
ostensibly 

on 
behalf of 

Feyzul, 
the chief 

or 

sovereign of the Wahabees, appears 

to exercise 
an 

almost 
independent authority. He 

seems to be 
a 

remarkable 
man 

in his country and 
generation 

: 

prudent, 
but full 

of courage, 
farseeing 

in his 
policy, 

and formidable in 
war. 

The tribe of Shammar is 
numerous 

and 
powerful. 

Besides that 
portion 

of it which is settled in the towns 
and 

villages of Jebel 
Shammar, 

a 

large, perhaps 
the 

larger, part of 
the^ 

tribe is still 

nomade. Of the nomade 
portion 

one 
division 

occupies chiefly the 

country between Jebel Shammar and the 
Euphrates, while another 

division 
pitches 

its tents 
on 

the eastern bank of the 
Tigris, 

or at 
least did 

so 

thirty 
years ago, when 

an 

English traveller 
was 

in 

debted to 
their Sheikh for 

a 

night's shelter; and 
we 

believe 
they 

do 
so 

still. Mr. 
Palgrave's 

dislike of Bedouins, however, leads him 

to 
regard them 

as 
of 

no 

consideration, and therefore he makes 
no 

in 
quiry 

about them. He must, 
no 

doubt, have 
good grounds 

for 
using 

Shomer, instead of the usual 
orthography, Shammar, which 

more accurately represents the sound of the word 
as 

it is 
pronounced 

by the Arabs of both Eastern and Western Arabia, 

as 
well 

as 

by 

the nomade 
portion 

of the tribe to 
which 

we 
have 

specially 

re 
ferred 

; but at 
Ha'yel 

the 
pronunciation 

may be that which Mr. 
Palgrave has 

adopted.* 

At that 
city the travellers remained for 

some 

time, objects of 
suspicion 

to some, and of 
curiosity 

to 
all, 

but 
on 

the whole 

treated with courtesy and 
hospitality. They 

appear to 
have had 

with Telal communings of 
a 

secret and 
perilous character, 

at 

least 
so 

he 
regarded them, but of what nature we are not 

informed. 

We 
are 

sometimes 
tempted 

to 
suspect that the mystery in which 

* The name 
Shammar, 

or 
Shamar, is not in favour with Mahomedans. When 

Hossein, the 
son 

of Alee, lay wounded aud bleeding 
at the entrance of his tent, 

with his children clinging about him, his enemies, struck with awe and pity (so 
history tells), recoiled; but 

a 
ruthless man 

named Shammar, 
or 

Shamar, dashed 
forward, and with his followers 

despatched the 
grandson of 

4 
the Prophet. 1 he 

name 
is therefore in bad odour with the Soonnees, and 

an 
abomination to the 

Sheeahs—' Shomer' somewhat 
disguises it—at least beyond the limits ol Arabia. the 
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the unavowed 
objects 

of the enterprise 

are 
shrouded 

was unneces- sarj, and that it is introduced and maintained rather to 
enhance 

the interest ol the story and the 
dignity 

of the author than from 
its intrinsic importance; 

at all events, it appears to have been only 

a 

reconnoissance, 
the result of which 

we 
presume could 

not 
have been very 

encouraging. 
The author's account, how 

ever, of his residence 
at 

Ha'yel 
is 

interesting 
and curious. In 

Older 
to 

arrive 
at that city 

he had 
to pass 

over a 

portion 
of 

the 
Nefood, 

or 
sand desert, 

and 
considering 

that he 
set out from 

Ma'an 
a 

few weeks before with the notion that the peninsula 
of 

Arabia 
was 

almost 
exclusively 

a 

territory 
of nomades, the fol lowing 

truthful passage will show how his 
knowledge 

of that 
country had 

improved 
in 

a 
few weeks 

:— 

' 
T* 

16 
general type of Arabia is that of 

a 
central 

table-land, 

sur- rounded by 
a 

desert ring, sandy 
to the south, west, and east, and stony 

to the north. This outlying 
circle is in its turn 

girt by 

a 
line 

ot 
mountains, low and sterile for the most, but 

attaining 
in Yemen 

and Oman considerable height, breadth, 
and 

fertility, 
while beyond 

these 
a narrow 

rim of coast is bordered by the 
sea. 

The surface of 
tne midmost table-land equals somewhat less than one-half of the 
entire 

Peninsula, 
and its special demarcations 

are 
much affected, 

nay, olten 
absolutely fixed, by the 

windings 
and 

in-runnings 
of the 

Nefood! 

it to these central 
high-lands, 

or 

Nejed, taking 
that word in its wider 

sense, we 
add the Djowf, 

the Ta'yif, Djebel 'Aaseer, Yemen, 'Oman 
and 

Hasa,—m short, whatever spots of 
fertility belong 

to the outer circles, 
we 

shall find that Arabia contains about two-thirds of culti- vated, 
or at least of cultivable land, with 

a 

remaining 
third of irre 

claimable desert, chiefly 
to the south. In most other directions the great blank spaces often left in maps of this country 

are 
quite 

as 
irequently indications of non-information 

as 
of real non-inhabitation 

However, 
we 

have just 
now a 

strip, though fortunately only 
a 

strip of 
pure 

unmitigated desert before us, after which better lands await 
us 

• 
and 

m 
this hope kt 

us 
take courage with the old poet, who has kindly 

turmshed 
me 

with 
a 

very 
appropriate heading 

to this chapter, 
and boldly 

enter the Nefood.' 

The 
fidelity 

of his 
description 

of the sand desert will be recognised by 
every 

one 
who has traversed it; 

but 
as on 

the watery 
ocean 

the uninitiated estimate the 
height 

of the 
waves at much 

more 
than their real 

altitude, 

so we 
suspect it may 

have happened 
to Mr. 

Palgrave 
in the sandy 

ocean 
' 

We 
were now 

traversing 

an 
immense 

ocean 
of loose reddish sand unlimited to the eye, and 

heaped 
up in 

enormous 
ridges 

running 

parallel 
to each other from north to south, undulation after undulation 

each swell two 
or 

three hundred feet in average 
height, 

with slant 
sides and rounded crests furrowed in every direction by the capricious 
gales of the desert. In the depths between the traveller finds himself 
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as 
it 

were 
imprisoned 

in 
a 

suffocating sand-pit, hemmed in by burning 

walls 
on every 

side; while at other times, while labouring 
up the slope, 

he overlooks what 
seems a 

vast 
sea 

of fire, swelling under 
a heavy 

monsoon 
wind, and ruffled by 

a 
cross-blast into little red-hot 

waves. 
Neither shelter 

nor 
rest for eye or 

limb amid torrents of light 

and heat poured from above 
on an 

answering glare reflected below.' 

From 
Ha'jel 

the travellers proceeded through 
the district of 

Kaseem to 
Riad, 

the 
capital 

of 
Fejzul, 

chief 
or 

sovereign 
of the 

Wahabees, 
and the seat of their government. To enter thus 

the lion's den 
was a 

hazardous 
experiment, 

from which their 
friends at 

Ha'yel 
would fain have dissuaded them, 

but 
they 

were resolved to incur the risk. 
The rise of the Wahabee sect and power is the most curious 

chapter 
in the 

history 
of modern Arabia, and it is the 

more curious and 
interesting because, having 

been 
apparently 

crushed 
and 

utterly 
ruined by the 

Egyptian 
army in 1817-18, 

the Wahabee 

power has not 
only 

survived what seemed at the time to be 
a death-blow, but is 

now more 

firmly established, 
to all appear 

ance, than it 
was 

before that blow 
was 

struck. Mr. 
Palgrave, 

indeed, 

seems to think that there is 
a 

violent reaction, of 
opinion 

at 
least, against 

it in the countries 
subject 

to 
its 

authority 
; but 

those who 
are 

best 
acquainted 

with the East well know how much 
of such talk 

as 
he heard may be held against 

an 

existing Asiatic 
government, without 

even 
the most remote 

intention, 

on 
the part 

of those who hold it, of 
giving effect, by 

overt acts, to the 
opinions 

which 
they 

express with 
a 

freedom very 
likely 

to mislead 
a stranger. 

We have not space for 
a 

history 
of the Wahabees, 

but 
a 

few 

sentences; we must 
give 

to it in order to make 
our extracts from 

Mr. 
Palgrave's 

account of his 
sojourn 

at Riad 
intelligible. 

The 
only 

power in Arabia which is of any great importance 

or 
is formidable to its 

neighbours 
is the Wahabee 

Principality, 

which for 
more 

than 
a 

century has been established in 
Nejd, 

and 
has absorbed several of the 

surrounding districts. In accordance 
with what appears to be the 

tendency 
of the Arabic mind, 

or at 
all events with the usual formula in Arabia, the Wahabees 

are a religious sect, whose fanaticism takes the direction of 
war 

and 
conquest for the purpose of 

propagating 
their 

peculiar 
tenets. 

Some few years before 
1750, 

a 
person of the 

name 
of Mahomed 

Ebn Abdul Wahab, of the tribe Temeem and branch Wahab, 

returned to 
Aredh after 

an 
absence of several years, 

during 

which he had studied Mahomedan Theology 
under the learned 

teachers of Bussora and Damascus. He attached himself, it is 
said, 

to the petty 
court of 

a 

chief, Ebn Ma'amer, of 
Eyanah, 

an 
ancient and considerable town 

$ now 
in ruins, which 

was 
not 
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not many miles distant from 
Dereejah 

and Riad. But 
having 

there begun 
to 

propagate opinions 
which 

were not 
acceptable 

to the 
authorities, he 

sought refuge 
with Saood Ebn Abdul 

Azeez, of the Aneizeh tribe, the 
hereditary 

chief of 
Dereeyah, 

and of 
a 

small 
territory 

attached 
to 

that town. Saood 
em braced the Wahabee doctrines, 

and 
soon 

began 
to propagate 

them, 
not 

only by his influence but 
by his sword. Saood 

was a 
man 

of 
ability 

and courage; but the 
people 

of that part of Arabia 

must have been 
previously prepared 

for 
some 

such movement, 
otherwise Wahabeeism could 

hardly 
have spread 

so 

rapidly. 

The power of Saood 
was 

altogether inconsiderable until it had 
been 

augmented by 
the accession of converts. The truth appears 

to be that the arrogant bearing 
of the 

Turks, 
who treated the 

Arabs with contempt, if not with contumely, 
the oppressions 

and injustice 
of the Pashas and their subordinates, who administered 

the local governments of 
Syria 

and 
Babylonia, 

with which the 
Arabs 

were 

constantly brought into contact, and to 
which they 

were 

nominally subject, 
made them 

ready 
to avail themselves of 

any 
means 

which 
might 

offer them 
a 

prospect of freedom; and, 

to say 
nothing 

of the 
career 

of 
Mahomed, 

that of Karmath and 
other sectaries had shown how efficacious 

a 

military 
and 

political 
engine 

new or 
reformed doctrines in 

religion might 
become in the 

hands of 
a 

competent leader in Arabia. 
The Wahabee doctrine 

was 

simply 

a recurrence to the 
original 

text and 
teaching 

of the Koran, 
the 

rejection 
of all 

religious 

observances that had not been sanctioned by 

4 
the book,' 

the 
rigid 

enforcement of every 
prohibition 

which it contained, 
and the 

observance of all that it 
enjoined. 

The Wahabees denounced 
as 

profane 
and idolatrous the honours paid 

to deceased Mahomedan 
saints, 

and the 
practice 

of 
praying 

for their intercession, 
which 

had become almost universal. They 

even 
extended this denuncia 

tion to the 
prevalent semi-worship 

of 
' 
the 

Prophet' himself, 

as contrary 
to his 

own 
commands 

; and condemned 
as 

impious 
the 

4 
association' of any other with the 

one true 
God, 

as 
calculated 

to 
impair 

the belief in his perfect unity. 
The Koran had for 

bidden the 
use 

of 
anything intoxicating, 

and the 
Wahabees, 

choosing 
to consider tobacco, which 

was 

freely 
used 

by 
all other Mahomedans, 

as one 
of those forbidden things, 

abstinence from 
it became 

a 
sort of test of 

orthodoxy, indulgence 
in it 

a 

proof 
of infidelity, 

and therefore 
one 

of the 
most heinous of crimes. 

The 
teaching 

of the 
theologian 

and the prowess of the 
military 

leader 
were so 

successful that, 
before Saood's death 

(in 1765), 
his authority 

and the Wahabee doctrines 
were 

acknowledged 
and professed by nearly 

the whole of 
Nejd, 

and 
even 

by 

some 
of the 

districts 
on 

the shores of the Persian Gulf. 

On 
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On the deatli of Saood lie 
was 

succeeded by his eldest son, 
Abdul Azeez, 

a 
warlike 

prince, 
whose military 

successes 
carried 

the terror 
of the Wahabee 

arms to 
Hejaz, 

and the Pashalic of 
Bagdad. 

Mr. 
Palgrave's 

account of the acts and the death of this Chief 

or 
Prince will 

give 

our 
readers 

an 

opportunity 
of 

judging 
of the 

manner 
in which he relates historical events:— 

e 
In 1800 

or near 
it 

(my readers will call to mind what I have 
more than 

once 
said about Arab 

dates) 'Abd-el-'Azeez ascended the throne. 
His reign 

was 
short, but full of events 

equally glorious and per 
nicious. 

£ 
Kestless and bold, but much less prudent than his father, 'Abd-el- 

'Azeez at once 
turned his 

arms 
against the East, stormed Kateef, 

where he made great slaughter of the inhabitants, occupied Bahreyn 

and the adjacent islands of the Persian Gulf, attacked the eastern 

coast of Barr-Faris, which he detached irrecoverably from Persian 
rule, and lastly assailed the kingdom of 'Oman. This last 

expedition 

was 
headed by his younger 

brother, the 
impetuous Abd-Allah. The 

success 
of the 

Nejdeans 
was 

complete; after several battles, each 
a victory, Abd-Allah reached the heights 

above IVIascat, and turned the 

fort batteries against the town below. The Sultan Sa eed 
yielded 

to 
the storm, consented to the payment of 

an 
annual tribute, admitted 

a 
Wahhabee garrison in the 

more 
important localities ot his 

kingdom, 

and 
permitted 

the erection of mosques of orthodox fashion in Mascat 

and elsewhere. 

£ 
But these very 

conquests 
were 

fatal to 
Abd-el-Azeez, who had by 

them 
provoked 

a 
foe much 

more 
dangerous than any hitherto known 

to the Wahhabee empire. Kateef and Bahreyn 
were 

both of them 
dependencies 

of Persia, and had been 
even more 

closely linked to the 

latter 
kingdom by religious than by civil ties. 'Oman 

was 
also in 

intimate connection with Persia. The court of Teheran resolved to 

avenge its allies 
on 

the Arab 
brigand. To hazard 

a 
Persian army 

amid the wilds of Arabia would have been 
a measure 

equally dangerous 

and 
unprofitable; 

but there remained 
an 

easier way 
through 

an 
instru 

ment familiar to 
Shiya'ees in all ages and climes, namely, the 

mur derer's dagger. 

{ 
Numerous and dissident 

as are 
the sects sprung from the quarrels 

of Alee with his 
more 

successful rivals, they all of them agree on one point,—the traditional 
approbation 

and frequent practice 
of assassina 

tion. 
Shiya'ees of the 

original stock, Ismaileeyah (assassins 
par ex cellence, and from whom all others have derived the 

name). Druses, 

Carmathians, Kharijeeyah, Metawelah, in 
a 

word, the entire kith and 

kin from the earliest Eafedee down to the Babee of 
our own 

time, have 

and do sanction the assassin's knife, wherever 
a 

purpose 
is^ 

to be 

attained 
or a 

rival to be got rid of; it is 
a 

part of their 
practical 

no 
less than of their theoretical code. Muslim and Christian, Sonnee and 
polytheist, each in his day has, 

an 
Arab would say, "tasted" the 

dagger of the multiform Shiya'ee, the prototype 
" 

carbonaro 
" 

of the 
East. 
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East. Abel-el- Azeez 
was now to learn at his 

own cost that the 

" 
secret sects 

" 
of Asia 

are not to be trifled with. 

1 

_A_ 

; 

^ 

ari 
l 
a 
^ 

c 
' 

lia 
^ 

v e 
of the province of Ghilan, the land where 'Abd- 

el-Kadir had six centuries before made the enthusiasm of his disciples 

a 
pedestal 

to almost divine honours, 
offered himself for the work of 

blood. He received suitable instructions in Teheran, 
whence he 

journeyec to Meshid Hoseyn, 
the authentic Mecca of 

Shiya'ee devotion. ,4. j 

er ® ® 
procured 

a 
written pardon of all past 

or 
future sins, and 

a 
title-deed^ duly signed and sealed, assuring him the eternal ioys of paradise, should he rid the earth of the Nejdean tyrant. With this 
document carefully 

rolled up and secured in 
an 

amulet round his 
arm, lie took his way under mercantile 

disguise 
to 

Derey'eeyah, 
and there 

awaited 
an 

occasion for meriting 
the reward promised 

to the deed of treachery. 

Abd-el- 
? 
Azeez, 

a 
sincere Wahhabee, 

never 
failed to be present in 

person at the public 
prayers held in the great mosque of the town. 

n it was 
that, without arms, and 

wholly taken up 
by the scrupulous 

exactness of devotions which permit 
no 

backward 
or 

sideward glance 
he 

might 
prove 

an 
easy victim to the meditated crime. This the 

Persian 
knew; 

and when weeks of intercourse and strict outward orthodoxy had acquired him the full confidence of the townsmen he 
one 

day took his stand in the ranks of evening 
prayer 

immediately 
behind Abd-el- Azeez, 

went 
through 

the first two Eeka'as of Islamitic devotion, 
and at the third, 

while the sultan of 
Nejed 

was 
bowed in prostrate adoration, plunged 

his sharp Khorassan dagger 
in his bodv. 

Ihe blade penetrated between the shoulders, 
and 

came out at the breast; and Abd-el-'Azeez lay dead without 
a 

groan 
or 

struggle; 
His attendants caught 

up their swords where they lay ungirded for 
prayer, and unsheathed them 

on 
the assassin. The Persian, 

courage 
ous 

from despair, defended himself 
a 

while with the 
weapon vet dripping royal blood; 

at last he fell, and 
was 

literally 
hewn to pieces 

on 
the ground of the mosque, but not till he had sent three of his assailants to follow their king 

in death. The written engagement countersigned by the governor of Meshid Hoseyn, 

was 
found 

on 
the 

corpse; and 
Abd-Allah, 

who 
was now 

Sultan of 
ISTejed, 

swore 
that his 

first vengeance for his brother's death should be 
on 

the city that had harboured his assassin. 

;i 
t00 

n 

k 
ol3 

aCe ; 

. 

S0 
far 

as m 
y infor mants could supply 

a 
date, 

about 1805 
or 

1806. Abd-Allah henceforth reigned alone; his 
younger brother Khahd, 

and 
Theney'yan, 

the 
son 

of'Abd-el-'Azeez, 
with the other members of the 

family, 
had 

no 
share in the royal 

power. Khahd left 
a son, 

by 
name 

Mesharee, 
the future assassin of lurkee, 

? 

and 
already 

mentioned in this narrative, 
in which Ebn- ineney 

yan and another Khalid, 
also nephew 

of 'Abd-Allah, 
will find subsequent 

mention. 

£ 
Abd-Allah had inherited all his father's skill and superior force 

of 
character, 

but to these better qualities he joined 
the ordinary vices !w 

0ne 0rn ln 

• 
' 

despotic, cruel, perfidious, haughty 
to 

a 
degree 

rare even m 
the East, 

and bigoted beyond 
measure 

for the 
sect 
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sect in which, he had been himself brought 
up. The odious features 

seldom 
wanting in the 

portrait 
of 

a 
Mahometan autocrat—pride, 

reckless bloodshed, contempt of human suffering, lavish 
prodigality 

linked with 
unsparing oppression, capricious cruelty and 

equally 
capricious mercy—all found 

a 
full development in the Wahhabee 

despot, and marked each 
measure 

of his reign. 

£ 

Scarcely had he buried his brother than he 
prepared 

to 
accomplish 

his 
sworn revenge on 

Meshid Hoseyn and the 
Shiya'eesof the Persian 

frontier. To this intent he put himself at the head of 
a 

powerful 

army, and directed his march towards the western bank of 

^ 

the 
Euphrates. On his way he threatened to swallow up the little 
municipality of Koweyt, then first rising into commercial importance, 

but 
a 

seasonable submission and large presents averted the dangerous 

honour of 
a 

Nejdean visit. Carrying all 
opposition before him, 

'Abd-AUah scattered the forces assembled to check his onset at 
Zobeyr, 

at 
Sook-esh-Sheyookh, and at 

Samowah, till he arrived before 

the large 
town of Meshid 'Alee, 

to which he 
immediately laid siege. 

But whether 
a 

miraculous interposition of the stepson of Mahomet 

threw confusion among the ahhabee assailants, 
as 

the 
Shiya 

ees 
affirm to this day, 

or 
whether the besiegers wanted the 

requisite skill 

and 
strength for 

storming the fortifications, 'Abd-Allah 
was 

repulsed 

with considerable loss, and had to 
give 

up his projects against Meshid 

'Alee. Leaving it to its defenders, he marched northward with 
new 

rage 
against Meshid Hoseyn 

or 
Kerbelah, the main 

object^ 
of his 

hatred. Here the 
impetuosity 

of his onset 
overcame 

all resistance, 

the town was 
stormed, and 

a 

promiscuous 
massacre 

of 
garrison and 

inhabitants 
appeased 

the 
manes 

of 'Abd-el- Azeez. The tomb, real 
or supposed, of the 

son 
of Fatimah 

was 
destroyed, the rich mosque 

plundered and desecrated. I 
myself 

have 
seen 

at Riad different 
objects then carried off from the sanctuary of Persian devotion; all 

agree that the carnage was 
merciless, and that the inhabitants armed 

or 
unarmed 

were 
alike put 

to the sword. 

This is 
so 

well and 
skilfully told—the tragedy ending 

in 
poetical 

retribution is 
so 

artistic and 
complete, that 

we cannot 
without 

some 
reluctance disturb its effect by exposing 

its his 

torical 
absurdity. 

, 
Meshed Hossein 

or 
Kerbelah 

was 
attacked and taken by the 

Wahabees, the town 
pillaged, 

the tomb and mosque 
plundered, 

and most of the inhabitants massacred 
on 

the 2nd of 
April, 

1801. On the 13th November, 1803, Abdul Azeez 
was assas sinated by 

a 
Persian whose relations had been murdered by 

the 

Wahabees when they sacked Kerbelah in 1801. The indis 

criminate 
massacre at 

Kerbelah 
was 

not, 
therefore, provoked by, 

nor was 
it 

an act of retribution for the assassination of Abdul 
Azeez; but, 

on 
the contrary, the assassination of Abdul Azeez 

was 

provoked by, and 
was an act of retribution for, the unpro 

voked murder of 
a 

family 
at 

Kerbelah 
j and 

9 

if the Arabs did not regard 
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regard it 
as a 

meritorious act, it 
was not the less strictly in 

accordance with their 
own 

practice 
of 

exacting 
blood for blood. 

But that 
is not 

the only 

error 
in the passage above quoted. 

We 
are 

told by Mr. 
Palgrave 

that the reign 
of Abd-ul-Azeez 

was 
short. He succeeded his father, Saood, 

the founder of the 
Vvahabee power, 

m 

1765, 
and he 

was 
assassinated in 1803 He 

therefore ruled the Wahabees for 
thirty-eight 

years, 

which'could 

hardly 
be considered 

a 
short reign anywhere, 

and least of all in 

A 

^ 

A n i 

," 

We 
l 

^ 
re 

1 

toId 

1 

tllat he 
was 

succeeded by 
his brother Abd-Allah; 

but his brother Abd-Allah 
never 

reigned, 
and 

w 
e 

?7i, 

0ne 
> 

f® 
any 

aC( 
l uaintance with the 

history 
of the 

Wahabees knows that he 
was 

succeeded by 
his eldest 

son 
Saood 

* who for many years had been the successful leader of his father's 
arnues, and who completed 

the 
subjugation 

of the 
Hejaz 

which 
he had 

begun during 
his father's life. 

The 
storm of Kateef and the 

massacre 
of its inhabitants did 

but in 1791 

SUbseqUent 
t0 180() 

' 
as 

Mr 

- 

Palgrave imagines. 

The attack 
on 

Meshid Allee, 
in which the Wahabees 

were 
repulsed 

was not 
made, 

as 
Mr. Palgrave alleges, prior 

to the sacW Kerbekh in 1801, 

nor 
till six years 

theater, 

that k 

It 
was not 

during 
the reign 

of 
Abd-ul-Azeez, 

and not 
till 1810, 

seven years after his death, 
that the Imam of Muscat first agreed 

he 
P 

Co^ 

of P 

W 
I 

h 
l 

bee 

- 

There is 
no 

^klence 
to connect the Court of Persia with the assassination of Abd-ul-Azeez: 

on 
ofnWv 

evidence goes rather to show that it 
was an act of private revenge for the murder of his relatives 

on 
the part 

-l 

0SeyU 
' 

' 
a 

d 

r 

escendant 

> 
or 

supposed descendant, 
of 

' 

^P'OP'X 

hxl been 
aesecrated. ihe statement that 

a ' 
written 

engagement sis-ned by tL, Governor 
of Meshid Hoeejn 

w„ 
f„„„d 

o 

S 

„ 
d.. 

e°™° 

„r 
T:™ 

»'» eootrar, 
to 

,he evidence, 
which 

goes to 
P 

ptove 
and 

whlZ^g; Xtir 

many years before his fathpr'c rloQ+i, 

7 ? 
been 

name d successor 

laneue Persanp 

■ 
il pto't 

• • 
UVa ns son tur ̂  

an un 
billet 

sans 
signature, ecrit 

en 
tuer 

AM^ 

-Aziz 

sf 

„ 

^ 

• 

0nSU 
! 
, 

: 

'T™ 
Di ̂ . ta 

religion, 
te font 

un 
devoir de 

si tu 

succomtefie piadis^ert ^ 

f 

™ ** ***« ********> 

relation 
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relation thirsting for vengeance on tlie murderers of the inha 

bitants of Kerbelah, After such a specimen of the manner in 

which he deals with historical facts, Mr. Palgrave must not be 

surprised if his statements are regarded as requiring confirmation. 

By perverting almost every historical incident, by assuming 
what there is not a tittle of evidence to substantiate, by attri 

buting impossible motives, and by drawing upon his own imagi 

nation, or that of his Arab friends, for such materials as the facts 

did not supply, he has made up a picturesque story, which he 

intends should be accepted as history. Considered as fiction, 

the chief defect of Mr. Pal grave's story of ' The Life and Death 

of Abd-ul-Azeez,' would be that it does such violence to the 

truth of history as is not permitted in historical romance. 

He cannot account for these singular statements by saying 
that he was misled by his Arab informants. No intelligent 
Arab could have told him that the reign of Abd-ul-Azeez was 

short, or that he was succeeded by his brother Abd-Allah. 

Neither is this a mere mistake of the name and relationship of 

the successor, for the character which Mr. Palgrave attributes 

to that successor is, in almost every particular, inconsistent with , 

that of Saood, the actual successor. 

On the flight of Ghaleb, the shereef of Mekka, in 1803, to 

Jeddah, the ' Sacred City' had surrendered to Saood, who entered 

it with a part of his army. Mr. Palgrave states that Mekka was 

taken by Abd-Allah, and the Turkish garrison was massacred ; 

but these statements are erroneous. Neither on that occasion 

nor on any other were the Wahabees guilty of massacre or pillage 
in Mekka. Saood made thereafter repeated 'pilgrimages' to 

Mekka, but always with a strong force ; and in 1809 he received 

the personal submission of Ghaleb. But in 1803 he had inter 

dicted all except Hhe orthodox' from entering the 'sacred pre 

cincts,' and by military force closed the ordinary roads by which 

the Haj caravans entered the Hejaz. The prosperity if not the 

existence of Mekka and Medina depended mainly on the dis 

bursements and traffic of the Haj ; and Saood knew that by 

intercepting these he took the most effectual means of starving 

them into submission. 
In 1809 Saood visited Medina, where he was received with 

open arms and much pomp, and, after a few days, returned to 

Dereeyah, without disturbing the tomb of Mahomed; but on a 

second visit, in 1810, he removed from it what the shereefs and 

guardians who preceded him had left of the votive offerings of 

manv generations. The whole Mahomedan world—the Waha- 

bees excepted—was struck with horror at the sacrilege ; but when 

the iewels and vessels of silver and gold were sold by auction at 
J Medina 
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Medina for much less than their value, the 
c 
faithful' of that city 

were not deterred 
by 

any 
scruples 

of conscience from 
becoming 

the chief 
purchasers—not 

with any view of 
restoring 

these things 
to the tomb, but 

as a 

trading speculation. 

The honour of the Sultan and the Turkish Government had 
been violated by the capture of the 

holy places 
of the Maho- 

medans and the interdiction of the 
Haj. 

The Pasha of 

was 
therefore 

required 
to recover 

the 
Hejaz 

from the pre sumptuous 
sect which had seized and desecrated the sacred cities 

and 
territory, 

and 
had, 

in the insolence of their 
fanaticism, 

denied 
the 

right 
of the Sultan 

to the kalifat of the Mahomedan world. 

# 

Mahomed Alee, lately appointed 
Pasha of 

Egypt, having 
got 

rid of the Mamelukes in the 
manner 

which 
history 

has 
recorded, 

began, 
with his usual 

ability 
and 

foresight, 
to prepare for the 

execution of the task which had been 
assigned him; and, 

gradually laying 
in stores, providing transports, and 

using 
his 

money and his influence 
to 

gain adherents in the 
Hejaz 

and the 
intei mediate countries, 

resolved 
to send 

an 

expedition, 
under 

command of his 
son 

Toussoun 
or 

Torsoun Pasha, 
to recover 

from 
the Wahabees the 

holy places 
of 

Islam, 
and to open the way for 

the 
pilgrims 

who had for 
some years been debarred 

access 

by 
the ordinary 

routes to 
Mekka and Medina. 

On the 2nd of 
April, 1811, Toussoun 

was 
invested with the command, but it 

was 
the 6th of October before the cavalry 

marched, accompanied by learned theologians 
of the four recog nised Soonneh sects, who 

were to reconvert the deluded Arabs, 
misled by 

the 
innovating 

Wahabees. Landing 
at 

Yembo, 
the infantry, 

which had been sent 
by 

sea, got possession 
of that town 'after 

some not very obstinate combats, and 
was 

shortly 
after 

wards joined by 
the 

Pasha, Toussoun, 
at the head of the 

cavalry. 
Having 

secured his communications with 
Egypt by 

the posses 
sion 

of 
Yembo, 

he resolved 
to march towards 

Medina, 
but 

sus tained in the passes of Safra 
a 

serious 
reverse. 

Having 
been 

leinforced he advanced again 
the 

following 
year, and the Arab 

tribes which held the passes, 
having 

in the 
mean 

time been gamed 
over at great 

cost of treasure, the 
Egyptians 

succeeded in wresting Medina from the Wahabees. For several years the 
^P^ 

11 arin J 
prosecuted the war, and recovered not 

only Mekka 
and 

Jeddah, 
but also the towns and country towards the borders 

ol Yemen and eastward to the confines of 
Nejd. 

In 1814 
Wahabee chief, died, 

and 
was 

succeeded by his 
son 

T 

i"qi 

r» 
a 

j 
W 

^ 
1() 

H^her inherited his father's talents 
nor 

his energy. 
11 

lo 
Ibraheem, 

the 
adopted 

son 
of Mahomed Alee, 

took 
command of the army and led it to the conquest of 

Nejd. 

a\ing been repulsed 
in three successive assaults, he raised 

the 
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the siege of El Rass in Kaseem, but as lie soon after cap 
tured Aneyza, the principal town of the district, the whole 
of Kaseem submitted. Ibraheem next attacked Shakra: after 
a siege of six days it capitulated. The direct road to Dereeyeh, 
the capital of the Wahabees, was then open to him, but he 
preferred to take the more circuitous route by Dhoroma, a 
large town, with a population of eight thousand souls, which 
was not fortified and from which the capital drew a great part of 
its supplies. At Dhoroma he encountered an unexpected and 
obstinate resistance, which so irritated him that he ordered his 
troops to massacre the whole of the inhabitants and to spare no 
one,—an order which was immediately executed:— 

'.Us firent (says M. Mengin) main-basse sur les hahitans. La 
fusillade fat si vive, qu'en mains de deux heures la plupart perirent 
dans leurs maisons. II ne resta que quelques centaines de femmes, 
de filles et d'enfans qu'epargna la pitie du soldat. Le sang coulait 
dans les rues encombrees par les morts.' 

The governor Saood, a son of Abdallah, retired to his house 
with some faithful followers, and artillery was brought up to 
batter it; but Ibraheem, knowing that it contained precious 
articles, especially horses of almost inestimable value, considered 
it more profitable to allow Saood and his followers to capi 
tulate :— 

' Satisfait d'avoir assouvi sa vengeance, Ibrahym Pacha permit aux 
femmes et a leurs enfans de rester au milieu des mines de leur patrie, 
apres avoir ete les objets de la brutalite des soldats. A peine ce 
carnage etait-il acheve, qu'un orage mele de pluie, de grele et de 
tonnerre vint encore ajouter a cette scene de desolation, et porter la 
terreur dans Tame des Turks.' 

Dereeyah surrendered after a siege which endured for six 
months—from the 12th of April to the 9th of September, 1818 

—and, although the fall of the capital did not immediately 
involve the submission of the whole principality, the power of 
the Wahabees was broken. Their Prince was a prisoner; his 
eldest son, Saood, having been taken prisoner while attempting 
to make his escape before his father surrendered, had been put 
to death by order of Ibraheem, and the Wahabees had no army 
in the field that could offer any effectual resistance. 

Mr. Palgrave (vol. ii. pp. 55, 56) gives a somewhat detailed 
account of a great battle fought at Koreyn, a few leagues from 

Shakra, on the route to Dereeyeh. He says, speaking of Ab 

dallah, the Wahabee chief :— 
£ His outposts were soon driven in by the Egyptian columns, and 

some skirmishes brought Ibraheem to Shakra', a town then as now 
unwarlike and commercial; she readily opened her gates to the Basha* 

But 
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But 
a 

few leagues farther 
on 

at 
Koreyn lay gathered 

the great force 

of 
Nejed with 'Abd-Allah at its head; second in command 

was 
the 

invincible Harith, described by tradition 
as 

the fiercest among all 
Wahhabee leaders of old 

or 
of recent times. 

£ 
A tremendous battle, recalling that of Khalid and 

Moseylemah, 

here took 
place. It is said to have lasted two 

days, and to have been 
only decided by the Egyptian field-pieces 

on 
the afternoon of the 

second. Harith with his lancers broke 
through 

the enemy's lines, and 
reached the Basha himself; but just 

as 
the sword of the 

Nejdean 
was raised to put 

an 
end to the 

war 
at 

one 
blow, 

a 
Circassian 

came 
behind 

him in the melee, and with 
a 

drawing stroke of his sabre cut 
through 

the Arab's loins. Harith fell dead from his horse, but his companions 
undiscouraged continued the fray till 

night parted 
the combatants. 

The dreams of Ibraheem Basha 
are 

reported 
to have been long 

haunted by the memory of his imminent 
personal danger 

on 
that 

day, 

and for. years after he would often start from 
sleep exclaiming the 

name 
of Harith. 

4 
At last the artillery, which had been 

dragged 
up 

a 

commanding 
height, 

did its work. 'Abd-Allah with his broken troops retreated to 
entrench himself in 

Derey'eeyah, and Wadi Haneefah lay 
open to the 

Egyptians. They advanced, but cautiously, and after 
dispersing 

a few troops left to check their way, came 
before the 

capital.' 

This account must be derived from 
some 

Arab storyteller 

: at 
all events it is 

a 
pure fiction. No such battle 

was 

fought by the 
armies of Ibraheem and Abdallah 

at 
Koreyn 

or 

anywhere 
else. 

Except 
occasional 

skirmishes, 
and 

some 
affairs of 

cavalry, 
of 

which neither party had any considerable force, 

no 
contest occurred 

in the field. Abdallah retired 
as 

Ibraheem advanced, and neither 
attempted 

to raise the 
siege 

of any 
one 

of the fortified towns which 

were 

successively attacked, 

nor 
to defend the passes 

leading 
to Dereeyah. 

The 
Egyptian 

army marched from Shakra to Doroma 
without encountering 

almost any 
opposition, and, having 

taken 
Doroma and 

slaughtered 
its inhabitants, proceeded 

over 
difficult 

passes to 
Dereeyah 

without 
encountering 

any 
opposition 

what 

ever. 
The 

frightful episode 
of 

Doroma, 
to 

which 
we 

have 
already referred, Mr. Palgrave 

does not allude to. Abdallah, 
after his surrender, 

was 
treated with 

a 
sort of 

chivalrous courtesy by his conqueror, and 
was sent 

a 

prisoner 
to Egypt 

with strong 
assurances, 

though, it is believed, without 

any 
positive promise, 

that his life at least 
was 

safe. In 
Egypt 

he 
was 

treated with consideration and 
even 

with kindness by 

Mahomed Alee, 
who forwarded him to 

Constantinople. There, 

after 
having 

been 
paraded 

in the streets for 
some 

days 

as a show 
to the 

populace, 
he 

was 
put 

to 
death, with all his Wahabee 

attendants, 

near 
the mosque of St. 

Sophia. 

The 
Egyptian 

troops spread 

over 
the country towards the 

Persian 
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Persian Gulf, which had suffered less by the war than the central 
districts, and where provisions were therefore more abundant. 
The Wahabee power appeared to have received its deathblow 
and the conquest of Nejd had been accomplished. It had been 
a bold conception daringly carried out. 

But though Mahomed Alee Pasha had conquered Nejd he 
was unable to hold it in subjection. His army was too far from 
Egypt, the base on which it must necessarily rely for the main 
tenance of its strength and resources, and there was an impedi 
ment perhaps still more insuperable. The Turk was still a 
Turk, more arrogant and contemptuous than ever after his suc 
cesses, and the Arab was still an Arab, notwithstanding his 
reverses. It was not in human nature that these two hetero 
geneous elements should amalgamate or should even live together 
in peace, and in a few years the Egyptians were forced to 
abandon Nejd, leaving thousands of their skeletons to bleach 
or to be covered over in the shifting sands of the Desert. The 

dynasty founded by the first Wahabee Saood, after a series of 
domestic contests and some assassinations, resumed its ascend 

ancy ; and Feyzul, the grandson of the unfortunate Abdallah, 
having established his capital at Riad, not far from the ruins of 

Dereeyah, successfully asserted his authority over the whole prin 
cipality of Nejd. The Wahabee power is now firmly fixed and 
as formidable as it has ever been; and if we accept Mr. Pal- 

grave's account, the 6 orthodox ' 
stringency of the sect had relaxed 

nothing in its discipline when he visited Riad. 
His account of his residence there, as well as of his flight— 

we can hardly call it his escape—from thence is curious and 

amusing. 
On the fall of Dereeyah in 1818, when Abdallah ebn Saood, 

with most of his family, were made prisoners by Ibraheem Pasha, 
one of his sons, Toorkee, escaped, being then at a distance ; 
and in 1862 Mr. Palgrave found Feizul, the son of that Toorkee, 
in undisputed possession of the principality of Nejd, with 
Riad for his capital. Feizul sought to re-establish Wahabeeism 
in all its plenitude, for it was the base on which his power 
rested. He was already, Mr. Palgrave says, an old man and 

quite blind, and may have had his weaknesses, but toleration 
was not one of them. The whole power of his government was 
exerted to enforce the most rigid conformity to the dictates of 
the Koran, as interpreted by the Wahabee commentators ; but 
the occupation of the country by the Egyptians, the intercourse 
with Egypt which this had necessitated, the consequent loss 
of authority by the Wahabee spiritual guides, and other causes, 
had produced a relaxation of orthodox discipline and observance 

Vol. 119.— No. 237. P which, 
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which, 
as 

zealous sectarian leaders foresaw, 
must 

bring 
down 

a 

judgment 
from heaven 

on 
the land. When, therefore, Nejd, 

which had hitherto 
escaped, suffered, 

some 
ten 

or 
twelve years 

ago, from 
a 

dreadful visitation of cholera, Feizul and his ad 
visers did not doubt that this 

was 
the 

righteous judgment 
which 

the faithful few had foreseen. He called together 
the elders, 

pointed 
out the 

cause 
of the visitation, showed that the 

only 
hope 

of 
staying 

the 
plague lay 

in repentance and reform, but 
explained 

that he 
was 

himself 
now 

old and infirm, and stood in 
need of their aid to effect the 

requisite 
return to orthodox 

fidelity 

and observance. Mr. Palgrave 
shall tell the result:— 

4 
The elders of the town 

retired, held long consultation, and return ing, proposed the following scheme, which received the kingly 
ratifi 

cation. From among the most 
exemplary and zealous of the inha 

bitants twenty-two 
were 

to be selected, and entitled 
" 

Meddey'yeeyah 

" 
" men 

of zeal," 
or " 

Zelators," such being the nearest word in literal 
translation, and this I shall henceforth employ, 

to spare Arab 
caco phony. Candidates of the requisite 

number 
were soon 

found and 
mustered. On these twenty-two Feysul conferred absolute power for 
the 

extirpation 
of whatever 

was 
contrary 

to Wahhabee doctrine and 
practice^ 

and to 
good morals in 

general, 
from the capital firstly, and 

then from the entire empire. No Eoman 
censors 

in their most 
palmy 

days had 
a 

higher 
range of authority 

or were 
less fettered by all ordinary 

restrictions. Not only 
were 

these Zelators to denounce 
offenders, but they might also in their 

own 

unchallenged right inflict 
the penalty incurred, beat and fine at 

discretion, 
nor was any certain 

limit 
assigned 

to the amount of the mulct, 
or 

to the number of the 
blows. Most 

comprehensive 
too 

was 
the list of offences brought under 

the animadversion of these 
new censors; absence from public 

prayers, regular attendance five times 
a 

day in the public 
mosques 

being 

henceforth of strict 
obligation; smoking tobacco, taking snuff, 

or chewing (this 
last practice, vulgarly entitled 

" 

quidding," 
had been 

introduced by the jolly 
tars of 

Koweyt and other seaports of the 
Persian 

Gulf) 
; 

wearing silk 
or 

gold; talking 
or 

having 

a 

light 
in the 

house after 
night 

prayers; 
singing 

or 
playing 

on any musical instru-^ 
ment; nay, even 

all street games of children 
or 

childish persons: 
these 

were some 
of the 

leading 
articles 

on 
the condemned list, and 

objects of virtuous correction and 
severity. Besides, swearing by 

any 
other 

name save 
that of God, 

any 
approach 

to 
an 

invocation, 
or even ejaculation directed to 

aught but Him; in short, whatever in word 
or deed, in conversation 

or 
in conduct, might 

appear to deviate from the 
exact 

orthodoxy 
of the letter of the Coran and the Wahhabee 

com mentary, 
was 

to be denounced, 
or even 

punished 

on 
the spot. Lastly, 

their censorship extended 
over 

whatever might afford suspicion 
of irregular conduct; for instance, strolling 

about the streets after nightfall, entering 
too 

frequently 

a 
neighbour's house, especially 

at 
hours when the male denizens may be presumed absent, with any apparent breach of the laws of decorum 

or 
decency; all these 

were rendered 
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rendered offences amenable to 
cognizance and correctional 

measures. It is easy to 
imagine 

what 
so 

wide-reaching 

a power 
might 

become 
when placed 

in the hands of interested 
or 

vindictive administrators. However, the number of the Zelators themselveSj 
and the innate toughness and resistance of the Arab character, 

somewhat diminished 
the ill consequences which might naturally have been expected from 
this over-absolute and scarce-defined authority, though 

many 'and 
most atrocious instances of its exercise and abuse 

were 
related in my hearing. 

4 
These Zelators 

are 
bound to 

a 
very 

simple style 
of dress, devoid of 

ornament 
or 

pretension; they 
may not 

even wear 
the sword, mark of directly temporal 

or 
military authority. 

But in compensation, each 

one 
bears in hand 

a 

long staff, which 
serves 

the double object 
of 

official badge 
and instrument of chastisement, 

much like the trun cheon of 
our own 

policeman; this, combined with downcast eyes, slow walk, subdued tone of voice, the head-dress drawn cowl-fashion 
low 

over 
the forehead, but without head-band, 

and 
a 

constant 
gravity 

of 
demeanour, 

suffices to 
distinguish 

them at first 
sight 

from the 
ordi 

nary crowd. Of course, in their conversation, pious 
texts and ejacu 

lations, accompanied by the 
forefinger upraised 

every half-minute at least, 
in 

season 
and out of season, to 

testify 
to the unity 

of God, 
are 

even more 
frequent 

with them than among the 
common 

faithful. Pacing 
from street to street, 

or 
unexpectedly entering 

the houses 
to 

see 
if there is 

anything incorrect going 

on 
there, they 

do not 
hesitate to inflict at once, and without any 

preliminary 
form of trial 

or 
judgment, 

the penalty 
of stripes 

on 
the detected culprit, 

be he who^ 
he may; and should their 

own 
staves prove 

insufficient, they 
straightway 

call in the assistance of bystanders 

or 
slaves, who throw 

the guilty individual prone 
on 

the ground, and then in concert with 
the Zelator belabour him at 

pleasure. 
A similar process is adopted 

for those whom negligence has kept from public 
prayer; the Zelator 

of the quarter, accompanied by 
a 

band of the righteous, 
all well armed 

with stout 
sticks, proceeds 

to the designated dwelling, 
and demands 

an 
entrance, which 

no one 
dares refuse. It is then 

a 
word and 

a 
blow, 

or 
rather many blows and few words, till the undevout shortcomer is quickened into 

new 
fervour by the most cogent of all 

a 
posteriori 

arguments.' 

Mr. Palgrave 
tells how these 

men 
used their power:— 

£ 
Furnished with such powers, and backed up 

by the whole weight 

of government, it may be easily supposed that the 
new 

broom swept 
clean, and that the first institution of the Zelators 

was 
followed by 

root-and-branch work. Eank itself 
was no 

protection, high birth 
no shelter, and 

private 

or 
political enmities 

now 
found themselves masters 

of their aim. Djeloo'wee, Feysul's 
own 

brother, 
was 

beaten with rods 
at the door of the king's 

own 
palace for 

a 
whiff of tobacco-smoke 

; and 
his royal kinsman could not 

or 
would not interfere to save 

him from undergping 
at 

fifty 

an 

ignominy barely endurable at fifteen. Soweylim, 

the 
prime minister, and predecessor 

of Mahboob, 
was on a 

similar 

P 
^ pretext. 
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pretext, but in 
reality (so 

said universal 
rumour) 

at the 
instigation 

of 

a 

competitor for his post, seized 
one 

day while 
on 

his return homeward 
from the castle, thrown down, and 

subjected 
to 

so 

protracted and 
so cruel 

a 

fustigation that he expired 
on 

the morrow/ 

Of the 
preaching 

in the central seat of Wahabee 
orthodoxy, 

which 
our 

author appears to have 
diligently attended, he does 

not seem to have 
a 

very favourable 
opinion. 

He says— 

c 
Of morality, justice and 

judgment, 
mercy and truth, purity 

of 
heart and tongue, and all that makes 

man 
better, I 

never 
heard 

one syllable during 

a 
month and 

a 
half of 

sermon 
frequentation 

in this 
pious capital. 

But of prayers, of 
war 

against unbelievers, of the 
rivers of Paradise, of houris and bowers, of hell, devils, and chains, 

also of the laws of divorce, and of the complicated marital obligations 

of polygamy, plenty and to spare. Nor should I omit 
a 

very 
frequent 

topic, the sinfulness of tobacco, 
ay, and that confirmed by visible and 

appalling judgments, curiously resembling those which 
a 

spirit less 
Christian than Judaical introduces 

occasionally into European books 
of edification.' 

One cannot 
help feeling 

desirous to learn the result of such 
a complete 

identification of the 
spiritual 

and 
temporal 

government 

as 
could 

hardly 
be found 

anywhere 
else unless in Rome. These 

are 
the terms in which Mr. Palgrave 

sums 
up his views 

on 
that subject:— 

4 
Meanwhile poor 

morality 
fares little better in this pharisaical 

land than in Burns's Kilmarnock, 
or 

Holy Fair. True, lights 

are extinguished 
an 

hour 
or so 

after sunset, and 
street-walking rigorously 

inhibited; while in the 
daytime 

not 
even a 

child may 
play by the 

roadside; not 
a man 

laugh 
out. 

True, profane instruments of music 
disturb not the sacred hum of Coranic lectures, and 

no groups of worldly mirth offend serious eyes in the 
market-place. 

But 
profligacy 

of all kinds, 
even 

such 
as 

language 
refuses to name, is riper 

here than 
in Damascus and 

Seyda themselves, and the comparative decency 
of 

most other Arab towns sets off the blackness of Eiad in stronger and 
stranger contrast. 

" 
A government which, 

not content with repress ing scandalous excesses, demands from its subjects fervent and austere piety, will 
soon 

discover that, while attempting 
to render 

an 

impossible 

service to the 
cause 

of virtue, it has in truth only promoted vice," is 

one 
of the many 

just remarks of 
a 

well-known modern author. In 
fact, 

most of what 
Macaulay 

observes 
on 

this very 
topic in his 

" 
Critical and Historical Essays," whether his theme be the Rump 

Parliament and Puritan austerity, 

or 
the hideous reaction of immo 

rality under the reign of the latter 
Stuarts, 

may be almost 
literally 

applied 
to the present condition of the Arab kingdom 

of saints, while 
it foretells 

a 
future inevitably 

not remote/ 

But let 
us 

accompany Mr. 
Palgrave 

to 
the streets and markets 

of 
Riad, 

and take 
a 

look at its 
motley population 

:— 
4 
At 
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4 
At last 

we 
reach the market-place; it is full of 

women 
and 

peasants, selling exactly 
what 

we 
want to 

buy, besides meat, firewood, 
milk, &c. &c.; around 

are 
customers, 

come on 
errands like 

our own. We single 
out 

a 

tempting 
basket of dates, and 

begin haggling with the 
unbeautiful Phyllis, 

seated beside her rural store. We find the 
price 

too 
high. 

" 

By Him who protects Feysul," 
answers 

she, 
" 

I 
am 

the 
loser at that price." We insist. 

" 

By Him who shall grant Feysul 

a 

long life, 
I cannot bate it," she replies. We have nothing 

to oppose 
to such tremendous asseverations, and accede 

or pass on, as 
the 

case 
may be. 

' 
Half of the shops, namely, 

those 
containing 

grocery, household 
articles of use, shoemaker's stalls and smithies, 

are 

already 
open and 

busily thronged. 
For the 

capital 
of 

a 

strongly centralised empire 
is always 

full of strangers, 
come 

will they nill they 
on 

their several 
affairs. But around the butchers' shops awaits the greatest human 
and canine crowd: my 

readers, I doubt not, know that the only 

licensed scavengers 
throughout the East 

are 
the 

dogs. Nejdeans 

are great flesh-eaters, and 
no 

wonder, considering the cheapness of meat (a fine fat 
sheep 

costs at most five shillings, often 
less), 

and the 
keenness of mountaineer appetites. I wish that the police regulations 

of the city would enforce 
a 

little 
more 

cleanliness about these 
numerous shambles; 

every refuse is left to cumber the ground 
at 

scarce 
two yards' distance. But 

dogs and dry air much alleviate the nuisance— 

a 
remark I made before at 

Ha'yel and 
Bereydah; 

it holds true for all 
Central Arabia. 

£ 
But there 

are 
many 

strangers here too, and 
some 

hardly less 
foreigners than ourselves. That slender and swarthy form, clad in 

a saffron-dyed 
vest of 

a 
closer cut than the 

ample Nejdean shirt, with 
a crooked 

dagger 
at his girdle, and 

a 
short yellow stick in his hand, is 

a 
native of the outskirts of 'Oman, 

a 
land with which the Wahhabees 

have 
now 

not 
unfrequent 

nor 
always friendly doings. That other in 

a 

party-coloured overdress, with 
a 

large blue turban 
fringed red and 

yellow, overshadowing 

a 
cast of features 

totally unlike those of Central 
Arabia, and somewhat verging 

on 
the Persian 

or 
the Indian type, is 

an % 
inhabitant of 

Bahreyn 
; commerce or 

tribute has dragged 
him here, 

sore 
against his will. 

4 
But here 

comes a 

procession; it is 
a 

great 
man 

from Medinah, 
detesting 

and detested by all around, who, with his 
numerous 

atten 
dants richly clad, himself rustling in silk and 

embroidery, has found 
his way to Eiad 

on 
business of 

high import; perhaps 
to 

intercede, 

but in vain, for his friends in 
'Oneyzah, perhaps 

to concert some wicked scheme in the Wahhabee interest for the downfall of the 
present Shereef. Be that 

as 
it may, all frown at 

him, and he frowns 

at all: I know not 
on 

which side is the deeper contempt and hatred. 

4 
Close by I 

see a 
tall slender figure, remarkably handsome, and 

clad in 
a 

not 
inelegant though unadorned dress. It is Eafia', 

one 
of 

the Sedeyree family, 

a 
chief esteemed alike for courage in 

war 
and for 

prudence in peace: but now, like all his relatives, under 
an 

official 
cloud. 
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cloud, because 
belonging 

to the too-national party of tlie 
province, 

and 
suspected of 

a 
want of sincere attachment to the 'Aared 

dynasty.' 

4 
Amid the rabble 

are many other elements, exotic to 
Riad, though 

never 
wholly absent from it. Camel-drivers from Zulphah, who in 

their frequent intercourse with Zobeyr 
and Basrah, have 

alloyed 

Wahhabee gravity and Nejdean decency 
with' the 

devil-may-care 
way 

of those ambiguous lands half Shiya'ee, 
half infidel; 

some 
ill-con 

ditioned youth, who 
having 

run away from his father 
or 

the MetowVaa' 

at 
Riad, has 

a 
while sought liberty 

and fortune among the sailors of 
Koweyt 

or 
Taroot, and returned with morals and 

manners 
worthy of Wapping 

or 
Portsmouth, for Jack-tars 

are 
much the 

same 
everywhere; 

some 
thin Yemanee pedlar, 

come up 
by Wadi Nejran 

and Dowasir to slip quietly 
in and out 

through 
the streets of the capital and laugh 

at 
all he sees; 

perhaps 
some 

Belooch 
or 

Candahar darweesh, like those 
who accompanied 

us a 
month ago to 

Bereydah, and who here awaits companions with whom to 
cross 

the eastern 
arm 

of the desert 
on 

his 
way to the Persian Gulf; mixed with these, the beggars of Dowasir, 

more 
fanatic, 

more 
viciously ill-tempered, 

and 
more narrow 

in heart 
and head than the 

men 
of 'Aared themselves, with the addition of 

a laziness, 
meanness, and avarice quite their 

own ; close by, 
some young, lean, consumptive-looking student, who, cursed with 

a 
genius, has 

come 
to 

study 
at Eiad 

9 

where he lives 
on 

the Coran and the scanty 
alms of the palace; his head full of true orthodox learning, 

and his belly empty 
or 

nearly 
so; and others less significant, each 

on " 
his 

business and desire, such 
as 

it is," might 

an 
Arab Hamlet say.' 

We had marked for 
quotation 

other passages 
relating 

to later 
parts of Mr. Palgrave's journey, 

and 
we 

should 
gladly 

have 
com pared 

his account of the 
population, military force, and 

resources of 
Nejd 

in 1862 with that which 
was 

given by M. Mengin 
about forty 

years 
before; but 

we must 
abstain. 

We take leave of Mr. Palgrave, thanking 
him for the 

amuse- 
men 

he has afforded 
us; but 

we 
may 

perhaps 
be 

permitted 
to 

say, without offence, 
that 

a 
little less anxiety 

to 
display 

his 
artistic skill, 

and 
a 

little 
more 

attention to the truth of 
history, 

might 
have ensured to him 

more 
unreserved confidence. His misapprehension 

as to the condition of Arabia and 
as to what 

was 

already 
known of 

Nejd, 
which 

gives 
him 

throughout 
the 

air of 
a man 

who expects 
to 

get credit for 
having 

been the first 

to discover what other writers had 
previously 

made known to the 
public, tends in like 

manner to make reliance 
more 

hesitating. 

Then the mystery which he has felt himself obliged 

or 
has 

thought 

proper to observe with regard 
to the purposes of his 

journey 

while he takes 
care to inform 

us 
of the auspices 

under which 
it 

w 
7 
as 

performed, 
has tended, 

we 
have 

reason to 
believe, 

to produce 
in 

some 
quarters 

a 

feeling 
of distrust. At the 

same time 
we must 

acknowledge, 

as we 
have 

already said, that, 
although 
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althougli the colouring may sometimes be too high, we see no 
sufficient reason to doubt that the outlines of what he depicts 
from personal observation are for the most part faithfully drawn. 

We must altogether object, however, to the course which he 
has pursued with regard to the narratives, especially of historical 

events, which he says he collected from the Arabs. He gives a 

general intimation, it is true, that he relates them as they were 
told to him, and that he is not responsible for their accuracy ; but, 
having done this, he proceeds to embody them in his own narra 

tive, to comment upon and use them as if their accuracy were 
undoubted. We have pointed out some instances and might 
have cited many more in which a very moderate acquaintance 
with the authentic information that was available to him would 
have enabled him to correct the errors to which he has given cur 

rency, and which must prevent his book from ever being regarded 
as an authority. 

A rt. VIIL— A History of Caricature and Grotesque in Literature 
and Art, By Thomas Wright, Esq.; with Illustrations from 
various sources, drawn and engraved by F. W. Fairholt, Esq. 

AMONG 
the many contributions which Mr. Thomas Wright 

has made towards English antiquarian research, and, in 

particular, towards the familiar delineation of the manners and 
customs of our ancestors, none is, perhaps, so popular or so well 
known as his two volumes entitled ' 

England under the House of 

Hanover, illustrated from the Caricatures and Satires of the day.' 
The very spirited woodcuts with which this book is adorned 

by Mr. Fairholt might alone have sufficed to make its fortune. 
Published only in 1848, it is already difficult to procure a 

copy. Encouraged by his success in this line, Mr. Wright has 
now attempted the wider enterprise announced in this title-page. 
We fear that in doing so he has been somewhat over ambitious. 
A history of the ' caricature and grotesque in literature and art,' 
extending over all countries and all time, comprising not only 
pictorial representations, but poetry, satire, the drama, and buf 

foonery of all descriptions, is a subject which, if it be attempted at 
all in a single octavo volume, could only be so in the form of 
a compact and well-reasoned essay, to which Mr. Wright's enter 

taining fragmentary sketches bear little resemblance. The 4 im 
measurable laughter' of nations, ancient and modern, cannot be 
reduced within so small a compass. We must therefore content 
ourselves with thanking Mr. Wright for his desultory but agree 
able attempts for our enlightenment. And we propose, on the 

present 
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present occasion, to confine ourselves entirely to the artistic por 
tion of them: enlivened, as it is, by a new series of Mr. Fair- 
holt's excellent illustrations. Our inability to transfer these to 
our own pages places us, as we feel, at a great disadvantage: 
many words are required to explain to the reader the contents of 
a picture, which a few outlines by an able hand impress at 
once visibly on the recollection. Deprived of this advantage, 
we must confine ourselves as well as we can to the points on 
which caricature touches the history of social and political life, 
rather than those by which it borders on the great domain of 
Art, properly so called. 

£ The word caricature is not found in the dictionaries, I believe, 
until the appearance of that of Dr. Johnson, in 1755. Caricature is, 
of course, an Italian word, derived from the verb caricare, to charge or 
load ; and therefore it means a picture which is charged or exaggerated. 
["Eitratto ridicolo," says Baretti's Dictionary, "in cui fiensi grandemente 
accresciuti i difetti." The old French dictionaries say: 

" c'est la memo 
chose que charge en peinture."] The word appears not to have come into 
use in Italy until the latter half of fche seventeenth century, and the ear 
liest instance I know of its employment by an English writer is that 
quoted by Johnson from the £ Christian Morals' of Sir Thomas Brown, 
who died in 1682, but it was one of his latest writings, and was not printed 
till long after his death: " 

Expose not thyself by fourfooted manners 
unto monstrous draughts (i. e. drawings) and caricatura representations." 
This very quaint writer, who had passed some time in Italy, evidently 
uses it as an exotic word. We find it next employed by the writer of 
the Essay, No. 537, of the ' 

Spectator,' who, speaking of the way in 
which different people are led by feelings of jealousy and prejudice to 
detract from the characters of others, goes on to say 

" From all these 
hands we have such draughts of mankind as are represented in those 
burlesque pictures which the Italians call caricaturas, where the art 
consists in preserving amidst distorted proportions and aggravated 
features, some distinguishing likeness of the person, but in such a 
manner as to transform the most agreeable beauty into the most odious 
monster." The word was not fully established in our language in its 
English form of caricature until late in the last century.'—p. 415. 

This, no doubt, is a serviceable, artistic definition of the word ; 
but its popular meaning is, perhaps, a little more limited. It 
would be difficult accurately to distinguish 

' caricature' in com 
position, according to the above description, from what we simply term 'grotesque;' exaggeration, that is, of natural effects for the 
mere purpose of the ludicrous. In using the word caricature, we generally add to this notion that of satire; and the best defi 
nition for our purpose, as well as to suit ordinary apprehension, 
though not at all originating in the primary meaning of the word, will be, that caricature implies the use of the grotesque for the 

purpose 
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B: 

Review. 
MR. PALGRAVE'.S JOURNEY THROUGH' 

ARABIA * Most important 
were the facts contaitVed i« 

the account given by ,the Hungarian Vambery 
o£ his Travis 

in Central Asia, jjut that sdv- drit travelled as a 
dervish, 

or m such a way 
that it 

, was almost impossible for him to make 
a note or 

drawing 
on 

tHe road; 'his route lay 
through 

a 
country already partially known, 

and now being, fully opened up by Russian sol 
diers ; and he composed his Work in what was to him a 

foreign tongue. Much .more in^ 
tense is the interest, and far more valuable and 
novel' the facts, of the ̂Narrative 

now 
before us, Mr. Palgrave is a more 

accomplished schol 
ar and' man of the world than M. 

r 
Vambery,, 

while he pritea bis mptb(?r tongue atjd,that in its 
purest, and.,occasionally m9,st eloquent, form. Our 
ignorance of Central Asia was full and accurate knowledge compared .with the utter erroiicous- 
ness o-f our fancier about Central Arabia. And 
Mr. Palgrave travelled in thp character of a Syrian 
Christian physician^whifih gave hi in facilities for studywig,: and recording; 

on the spot, the,nature 
of.. the country,: people and 

. 
life which he so acntfely observed and was enabled; to appreciate 

by his great Arabic scholarship, his Indian ex perience and ten years' of work in Syria 
a« 

a J6shit, His book, moreover, has an 
especial 

interest for' 
AngloUrtdians 

as - 
th<* production 

of one Who 
- 
was dn Indian officfer. The Bengal 

Captain, Speke, following the Bombay Captain, 
Burton,- opened np the Isile'country. The Bom bay' officer, Palgrave, fias for the first time 
done for 

Ceiiiral Arabia whatlhtr!earned Cius- 
. i ten 

-N'K.bnhr, 
to .whose mfem'oty he deJ;: 

'■ volumes, did for its Eastern and Soutbern shores. 
Every page contains a new fact Or an able and interesting discussion. 
William Gifford Palgrave, son of Sir F. Pal 

grave the well known writer on 
early English 

history, after feceiviug his education at the 
Charterhouse and distinguishing himself at Ox ford, was an officer of the 8th Bombay Native Infantry. When M India he seems to have vis 
ited all thqse parts of the Peninsula which extend from Sindh to Tanjore. The movement which .Hi:, Newman headed led,, him. to the 
Roman Catholic Church, and he becanie a 

priest 
in what was, at its institution, the most intellec 
tual of all the Romish orders, the Jesuits. In 
that ordef h6 laboured as a 

missionary for teri Or twelve years in Syria, but the teachings' of Loyola 
and his modern representatives 

can have had 
r uo abiding efi'ect on his mind, if we may judge from 

the reverent freedom, ifnd healthy tone of his 
remarks on. 

theological and ethical questions. 
Like Mr. Arnold, and others of the more intellec 
tual of the Oxford perverts, he became what it 
is now the fashion to term a" revert," about 
the time that the Pope published his Encycli 
cal, or after he had oompleted his journey, but 
before he wrote ^his Narrative. Why .particu 
larly he went to Arabia, and with the assist 
ance and under the patronage of Louis Napoleon, 
does not clearly appear. His journey, be tells 
us, was "with the purpose of observing rather 
than of pablishing." ''The men of the land 
rather than the laud of the men*' were his main object of research. His attention was directed 
to "the moral, intellectual and political condi 
tions of living Arabia." His object appears to 
have been of a combined missionary and politic 
al character. He more than once alludes to an intention of writing farther on the subject of hia explorations, but he nowhere states if the results of his mission were 

satisfactory to the ruler of 
the Erench. Does Louis Napoleon dream of forming 

an alliance with that tolerant and able 
monarch Telal, 

so as to put down the Wahabees 
and regenerate Arabia through Egypt and Syria 1 
I-s the Arabian to be added to the Eastern Ques 
tion ? This is the only solution we can give of 
several passages in Mr. Palgrave's book. The following is an account of his interview with the King, to whom he thought it prudent to com municate bis real designs;— 
Thus encouraged, I began, and gave a brief but 'clear account of the cirenmstances and object of our journey, whence an(4 whither, what we desired, and what expected. A conversation -of at least an hour ensued ; it consisted principally of interrogations On Telal's part, and of explanations and answers on ours. His Queries were ahvaya to the point; his remarks ooiwfte but ancoBimouiy shrewd, and going to the bottom of things Much that I said was Hiet-half- way by assent, on other points he suggested difficul ties or proposed modifications. He took particular 

care net to commit himself by assurances of ad her- 
"ig to any definite line of conduct, and we of course avoided witk equal BcrupuJosity all appearance of a desire to lead him farther or faster than he chose to follow. But he insisted much on the necessity of entire Secrecy, saying, '• Were what now passes be tween us to be known at large, it might be as much 
us your lives are worth, and perhaps mime also: 5 ? In the course of this, interview I took the opportu nity to mention certain ambiguous and sinister re ports which I had been told circulated regarding us among some classes of the people. " Does the town gay bo ?" exclaimed Tela! in an half-scornful voice 5 and then placing his hand on his breast, added, with 
a gesture and a tone that Louis XIV. in council miahfc have envied, " I am the town!" subjoining, 
"Never fear; from none of my subjects shall you 
ever again hear the like. But," continued he, " there 
are others for whom I cannot answer equally well." 
The " others" were the Wahabees. Mr. Pal- grave's change of belief, and his appointment 
Prussiau Consul General in Bagdad, remove all 

■prospect of his becoming an agent of Louis Napo 
leon. 
Mr. Palgrave landed at Gaza on the coast of Palestine, but made his final start from Maan, a village On the great pilgrim road frond Damascus 

to Mecca, His companion 
was Barakat, 

a Coelo Syrian Christian of great d 
at 
'ing. He himself travelled in the character of a 
Syrian Christian 

also ; he professed to be a doctor and Barakat 
was his servant. Besides the stock of medicines 
with which he furnished himself, he had a collec 
tion of siich articles as a 

pedlar sellsj intending 
in the first part of his journey to act in that capacity. He coiidemns in strong and just lan 
guage the folly 

as well as the sin of those who. 
like Vambery, adopt the disguise of a dervish. 
This : character forces them " to turn for weeks 
and months together this most sacred and awful bearings of man towards his Creator into a deli 
berate and truthless mummery," and by pre venting them from taking notes and leading 
them to look at everything through this Mus- 
suTman disguise, shuts ' them out from the best 
means 

of observing and of recording what they 
see. Had Mr. Palgrave been known as s, 

European 
he would probably not have escaped. But as a damascene Christian, and above all as a learned doctor, he was 

everywhere welcomed, had entr6e 
into the houses, libraries and records of kings and 
their ministers, and enjoyed leisure to write up his journals and elaborate his researches. At the 
same time, he overlooks the consideration that 
what suited Arabia would not be equally well adapted to Cfentral Asia, 
Thus prepared Palgrave and Barakat, under the 

names of Spleem-El-Eys and Barakat Esh-Shamee, 
left Maan on their south-east journey through 
Arabia to Bahrein in the Persian Gulf, in June 
1862. They were accompanied by three Bedo uins, and mounted on 

dromedaries, 
a 
dromedary 

being to a camel what a 
high-bred horse is to a hack, and not a different species. He chose the 

hottest season of the year as best fitted to disarm suspicion of his European origin, The first part 
of their journey lay through the desert known popularly 

as Arabia Petrsea to Djowf, the begin 
ning of the kingdom of Telal. Once for all it 
should be understood that the interior of Arabia, 
or 

Nejed, is a 
highly cultivated and prosperous country, consisting of the two great sovereign 

ties of Shomer and the Wahabees, with the Syrian desert to the north, and the Great Sandy desert on the south. There is Oman 
with its Sultan, whom we 

improperly term 
the Imam of Muscat, 

on the south-east coast; 
while the west coast consists of Yemen with our settlement of Aden, and the Hejaz, running up 
to the peninsula of Sinai, with Mecca and Medi 
na. 

Hardly had our travellers left Maan when 
the sun rose and the Bedouins, whom Mahome- 
danism has but sightly impressed during the past 
twelve centuries, prostrated themselves in the 
old Sabaean worship before the sun, nor desisted 
till its full orb was above the horizon. After twelve days' journey through the great Syrian waste, 
during, which they bad nearly perished in the 
Semoom—to be distinguished from the Sirocco— and had been welcomed by wandering Bedouins, 
the party reached Djowf, the first cultivated and 
semi-civilised part of Northern Arabia. The people have advanced half-way in civilisation 
between the nomades and the citizens of Hayel 
the capital of King Telal, who may well be des 
cribed as the Akbar of Arabia. The people showed 
the merchants—for here they 

were not doctors— great good will, and after ten days' pleasant inter- 
5 W 2 

coirse with the leading 
men and the viceroy 

Hanood, fliey set off for the capital. This cdild be reached only through the Nefood, 
or satd passes, which- are offshoots of' the great 

ocian of' 'sand that covers' about or;e-third of 
tb peninsula. Through the hot' reddish sand, 
fa 1 worse than the Syrian waste, they approach- edtlie'piateau of Djebel Shomer. Up they went 
between the sierras whose course from north 
east to south west crosses two-thirds of the up- 
p«r peninsula, and then, winding through 
mrrow defile, they found themselves on the verge 
o< a 

large plain encircled by mountains with Ha'yel, the capital, before them. Here is a 
picture 

which revolutionises our ideas'of Arabia ;— At scarce a quarter of an hour's march, lay the 
t«wn of HS'yel snrronnded by fortifications of about tvemy feet in height, wi h bastion-towers, some nund, some square, and large folding gates at in- tsrvals; it offered the same shdv^ of freshness and 
even of something like irregular /elegance that had before struck us in the villages on our way. But this was a full-grown town, and its area might leadily hold three hundred thousand inhabitants or nore, were its street^ and houses close packed like (hose of Brusse's or Paris. 'But the ifbmber of citizens does not, in fact, exceed twenty or'twenty-two thons- »nd. thanks to the many large gardens, open spaces, and even plantations, included within the outer walls, while the immense palace of the monarch ilone, with its pleasure grounds annexed, occupies 
about oiiti-tenth of the en rive [city. Our attention 
was attracted by a lofty tower, some seventy feet iq height, of recent construction and oval form, be longing to the royal residence. The plain all around the town is studded with isolated houses and gardens, 
the property of wealthy citizens, or of members of the Kingly family, and on the far-off skirts of the plain appear the groves belonging to Kafar, 'Adwah, 
and other villages, placed at the openings of the moun tain gorges that conduct to the capital. The town walls and bnildings shone yellow in the evening sun, and the whole prospect was one of thriving security, delightful to view, thousih wanting in the peculiar 
luxuriance of vegetation offered by the valley of Djowf. A few Bedouin tents lay clustered close by 
the ramparts, and the great number of horsemen, footmen, camels, asses, peasants, townsmen, boys, 
women, and other like, all passing to and from their- 
various avocations, gave cheerfulness and animation 
to the scene. This is the capital of the Shomer tribe whieh, 
though never 

conquered by the Mussulman Ca- lipbs, 
was for some time subject to the first 

Wahabee empire till that was 
extinguished by 

Ibrahim Pasha. Here so 
recently 

as 1830 Abdal- 
lah, of one of the noblest families, obtained the 
supremacy, though paying nominal tribute to Feysul, the Wahabee sovereign. He built a vast palace and created almost a new 

city. Dying in 
1S45, his eldest son Ttlal copipleted bis plans, 
and reigns over North Arabia, with such wis dom, rectitude and success that Mr, Palgrave says —"among all rulers 01; governors, European 
or 

Asiatic, with whose acquaintance I have 
ever cbai;ced to be honoured, L know few equal 
in the true art of government to Telal, soa of 'Abd-Allah-ebn-Rasheed." He is troubled only 
by his uncle Obeyd, who-is at the head of 
the Wahabee faction. His minister is Zamil, 
whom the first king raised from beggary, and 
who is the worthy servant of such a sover eign. 'Telal professes to be the vicegerent of 
the Sultan at Constantinople, but never sends 
him a penny of tribute. It would be well if 
the country from Djowf to the Danube were half as well ruled as is the kingdom of Shomei*. 
Mr. Palgrava 

was so successful as a 
physician 

in Hayel that it was with difficulty he could 
get away. Obeyd only 

was his enemy and, under 
the guise of friendship, gave him a letter of 
introduction to the heir-apparent of the Waha 
bee kingdom, which would have ensured his death, had he not opened and kept it. Europe 
will, we trust, yet hear more of the wise and 
able Telal, and his progressive kingdom of Shomer 
Oa 8th September Mr. Palgrave and his Syrian 
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Reviews of A Narrative of a Year's Journey through Central and Eastern Arabia,
1862-63by William Gifford Palgrave, Published 1865 [20v] (40/42)
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' 
v ^ 1 i - ^ comrade left jthe city- of Ha'yel,. and for six days marched southeast through Te;i\l's cb- 

minions to Kaseem which is divided in its §1- legiaiice between Shonaer and the Wahabe®. 
Another strip of Kefood, of which there.seea 
to be <four in all, was crossed, and the town of -Bereydah 

was 
reached, where were found a can- van pf pilgrims headed by the unfortunate Quem Dowager of Lucknow, who was cruelly victftnigefi 

by the Wahabees. Here our 
physician and hs. 

comrade made a new 
friend;—Aboo'Ejsa, 

a Persian, who conducted th^m throughout the, r^st .of their journey, and who was so faithfil. 
that Mr. Palgrave entrusted him with his secre.. Before reaching Riad, the capital of the seconl Wahabee empire which rose on the ruins cf 
that laid low by the Egyptian pasha, they passei JDe"|ey,ah^ 

the ruined capital pf the first empjre, 
Among the r.uins there are.still forty thousani 
dwellei-s who reap the fruits of the rich planta 
tions and well watered fields. A few hoars' travelling brought therii to Riad, 

" the capita! 
of. Nejed and half Arabia, its very heart of 
hearts." 
" Before us stretched a wild open valley, and in iM foreground,, imipedlately below the pebbly slope 

on whose summic we stood, lay the capital, large and square, crowned by high towers and strong walls of.defenee, 
a mass of 1'oofs and terraces, where oyertopping all frowned the'huge.but irregular pile 

of Feysul's royal castle, and hard by it rose the 
scarce less conspicuous palace, built and inhabited by his eldest son, 'Abdallah. Oth^r edifices, two of remarkable appearance, broke hero and there through 
the tnnze of grey roof-tops, hue their object and in- dwellers were yet,to learn. All aroupd for full three miles over the surrounding plain, but more especial ly to the west and south, wayed a sea of palm-trees aboye green fields and well-watered gardens ; while the singing droning sound of the water-wheels reach ed us even where we had halted, at a quarter of a mile or more from the nearest town walls. 

, 
On the opposite 

, 
side .southwards, the valley .opened oijt .into the great ^nd eVeo 

pw^e.'-feirtiia plains of Y.ema- mah, thickly do 
: 
tted with groves and villages, among 

* 
Wfaijjb the large 'town of Jilarifoohah, hardly, inferior 
in size to Rind itself, might b§ clearly distinguished. Farther iri'ttie background raiiged the-blue hiMS; the 
ragged .sierra, .of Yemamah, compared sotne tiiirteea hunflred. years since by 'Amroo-ebn-Kelthpom, the Snomente, to drawn swords in ' 

battle array ; and 
behind them was concealed the immaasurable Deserij of, the j^hna, 

, 
Q q. bhe west the, valley 

closes in and narrows in its upward windings towards Oerey'eeyah,-while to th 1 e s6ht'h--fc 
r est the low mounds pf Af aj are the division between it and Wadi Dowasir. But eastward 

. 
jt communicates through undulating 

atid broken grdund with the long Valley of Solfey'-or 
Wadi Spley', whose.northecly branch runs far up ben hind the inner ch^in of J'oweyk under the.mountain of 'Atalah, while its 

sotft'herly extremity traverses a broad extent' of saiKJa,-thinly sprinkled with anbe- oasional grove or vhUge, and, passing through them, 
ends at the town of Hootah, long the rival and now the discontented vassal of Hiad. Here the province of HaVeel^ borders the desert, and encroaches on-jj; 
Jiorthv.ard and eastward, till ir, almost gives 

a hand 
to the outskirts of Kal ar and the'limits of 'Otnanite 
rule. Due east in the dist.nnce a 

long blee line marks the furthest heights of Toweyk, and shuts out from 
. 
view the low ground of Oasa and the shores of the Persian Gulf. la all the countries which I have visited, and they are many, seldom has it been mine lo survey a 

landscape equal to this in beauty 
and in historical meaning, rich and full alike to eye and mind. 'Twas easy to enter into this trap of the Waha bees, but difficult to leave it. Feysul, the king, 
is old and blind from ophthalmia contracted 
when he was an exile in Egypt: he is ruled by his illegitimate son and prima minister, a mefe youth of great cruelty and treachei'y. His 
two sons Abdallah and Sahood are jealous of 
each other's influence and aspire io the throne, 
which must: soon be vacant. The former is 
the elder and the heir-apparent. After several weeks of successful doctoring in ,the fanatical city, Mr, Palgrave 

was forced to leave, because he 
refused to supply him with stryehrdne for the 
murder of his brother. When all 'tlxe- cifcizens 
.were in the mosque at afternooh pi-ayer,.which; they 

are forced to attend by roll-call and the 

a; II E N D O F INDIA, i 
fear of the bastinado, Mr. Palgrave and Barakat 'e^capp^. Some days after they 

wei'e 
joined by Abop'Eysa, and his caravan, they passed over 

a third Nefood, and were 
hospitably entertained 

at Hofhoof and then at Kateef oa the Persian 
Gulf. There Mr. Palgrave fortunately made oyer his MSS. to his Syrian friend, and set off alone 
: to_ visit the island of Bahrein, and the two coasts of the Persian Gulf at and opposite Ras Mus- sendom, extending his observations as far as Muscat. In the course of this journey he was ; wrepked, losing all that he had. He finally 

re turned by the Indian and Tigris steamers to i Bagdad, and thence by the Aleppo route to Eu- Irope which he reached in May lSi63. Whethpr 
w^ 

^ 
consider the novelty o^f 

his facts, the import- 
ance of his researches, 

or the literary value of 
his book, 

we must place him at the head of 
those modern travellers who have within the 
last few years made geography 

a new science— yambery? Speke and Livingstone. 
Mr. Pal grave's descriptions of the three great 

Arabian,, kingdoms of Shomer with its capitai 
Hiiyel under Telal, Nejed with its capital Riad 
under the W^habee EeysuJ, and Oman with its 
great towps of Sharjah, Soharand Muscat under Sujtaii ^Thowgynee, are. new revelations to the pub- 
Ijio. He festijpaatesi the population of the eleven 
districts .of Oman—the most prosperous on.ac- cpunM of its, sea , 

coasjt and trade 
— 
at 2 ? 

280,0Q() 
with 

, 
a 
military force of 112,0p0 and a wond erfully strong, in aval force. He. states the re 

venue of the Sultan at ,£l 
? 
650,G40 a year. To 

the eleven prpvincps of the Wahabee kingdom 
he assigns 

a 
population of l^l^OOO with a military" ihustef of 47,300 and 'a revenue of ^FO^i'OO. The'Bedouin subjects of tbe Waha 

bees are 
76,^00 in eleven tribe ! S 

supplying 8,000 
wan-iork''' 

1 The kingdom of Shorner 
; with'five provinces has'274.d()d setlilfed aHd i'Ge^O 

■ 
Be 

douin subjects, with 
a 
military 

Torce of 30;0d6. 
Si r. 

Pafgrave colild' dbtain n'6' exact statements' 
oT 'Telal 

s 
^evefiues, but estimates the'm at a fourth' of Feysul's. Thowdjiiee, 'Fej'feur afad't'e- 

lal, ■tlfe'^bvereigns' of Oman, Nej'ed.and 9589mer? 
tlius'rule rather more than fotir'hiillidns 6f peo ple," aba command'about two hundred thousand soldiers.' And this in Arabia, hitherto vulgar 
ly supposed ''to contam hO 

plkees of importance 
but ifecc'a and Medina, beydiid which "all ^as 
desert! 
'BHOOTAN AKD THE POLITICAL IMPORT ANCE OF ETHNOLOGY. 

(F rom a C orresfondent.) 
C alcutta, August 5. Ethnology is not now a mere pastime or 

even an 
abstract science, but is recognised to be 

of the most extreme political and practical im portance. Situated as we are in the East it is of overwhelming and vital importance, and now that we are fairly engaged in a Bhootan expedi 
tion, it is 

i 
tft.be hoped that we have made those Ethnological inquiries which are more 

important 
than even the Jiilitary and Commissariat ar rangements. 

It is clear that not only mere 
physical features but also moral and political qualities distinguish 

different rslces-of men. More especially we are interested in that 
- 
very ma,rked moral feature, 

which, renders some races patient of foreign rule and pth.er races wholly impatient of such a rule. The former, are 
genprally.found to submit, even to what appears physically 

a force insufficient to keep them perma'nently down ; the latter do not know when they 
are 

beaten, thby resist'arid'sometimes 
Tor fohg-sti'ciJessfully- resist, 

a much superior-force. 
Ttife wiral featiire Is*'by bo KiOans synonymous, 
or in any degree 

c on te rim no us, with courage or 

ueuenteu. uut Air. Ajoney must see that progress is not arrested ; he must show for 
the. future some interest in this hopeful 
people and the district 'they inhabit. We 
accept his letter to Government as a 

pledge 
that he will do so, and with all the more confidence since he frankly confesses—" I do 
not think that all has beeu done which might be done to .render less oppressive the 
hold pf the mahajun 

over his creditor." He 
proposes to meet this by 

an 
improved sys 

tem of registration of bonds and " one or two other matters." We trust roads are in cluded in this phrase. It looks well to say that legislation cannot cure usury. But ad 
ministration can. The Sonthals are an 

imprud 
ent race, we are 

told, and yet Government gives the Bengalis 
a virtual monopoly of all 

money and produce dealings with them. We 
do not wish the rate of interest to be touched, 
but we do wish the Commissioner to afford 
every facility for capital to find its way into the country, by the construction of 
roads and the encom'agement of settlers. There are no roads in the Pergunnahs. 
Twelve miles from the railway station of 
Bahawa is the mart of Burhait, yet its pn> 
duce goes thirty-two miles to Dhoolian and 
then makes'a detour of sixteen miles more to the station of Pakoiir. In the absence of 
roads the clumsy carts continue to roll on discs of solid wood, and convey only half 
an 

ordinary load. The Railway Company 
made a 

good road for the conveyance of its 
material parallel with the line, but the 
authorities allowed it to relapse into jungle. 
Competition will soortreduce the usurers' rate 
of interest if the Commissioner will attract capital by the most ordinary facilities. Then 
the fertile valleys of Sonthalistan will begin i 
to outstrip the rest of Bengal 

as much as they have lingered behind it. excellent soldiers. ¥ et tney 
**a.x 

. 
„ntly pa tient of foreign rule, and in this is the true differ 

ence between India and Algeria. Nowhere have 
we met braver enemies, nowhere have we better soldiers, than the Sikhs. But also nowhere have we better subjects. They 

are 
quite 

as 
good soldiers 

as the Affghans. In that capacity both races 
serve us equally well. But as 

subjects the two 
are wide as the poles asunder. The Affghan 

war was, "it is now 
plain, 

a mere ethnolo'gical blunder, 
or rather a blunder arising 

out of an 
Ignorance'and disr'egard of ethnology. Putting that apart, the policy 1 was 

exactly the 
same which had been so often successful in Ind ia. and doubtless if the; ethnological features had been the same, it.would have been similarly 
successful. Not even the physical difficulties of the country had really much to do with our failure. At first we surmounted them with emin ent''silccess. The physi'ckd features of the Hi- malyan territories are infinitely 

more 
difficult,' 

and the-Western Himalayas 
are occupied by 

Hindoos of a good military character—Rajpoots 
and others—'On whom, during the centuries of their .rule in India, the Mabommedans never made the least impression.- Yet the part of pur territories in India which at this moment we bold 

* 
with the most complete security and the leafet use of 5 

military force, is that western Hi- trialyan country, the distt-ict's of Kangra, Simla, 1 and Kumaon. Nowhere can a 
European pitch 

his tent in such peace,/eomfort, and security— wljile in Peshawur he pan hgrdly sleep safe in his bed in the European military cantonment. The explanation is,simply this, that the Himalyau 
Hindoos are a race 

patient of a mild foreign 
rule. East of Kumaon beyond the Kahi, when we 

get* 
into the Nepal Territory, Hindoo blood ceases to predominate in the Himalaya. Throughout 
the Nepal territory 

we 
haye 

races which appear to be for the most part Thibeta^i. StMar as- our 
knowledge goes ft 

seems to tend to the belief 
that the Ihibetans are 

tolerably patient of for eign rule. In Thibet Proper they 
seem to sub- rnit to the Chinese Government in a way Which 

can. 
hardly be, esplairr^d by any overwhelming physical force—seeing the enormous distance and difficulty of the routejljetwepn.Tehr.ee and Lhassa, 

and the little military aptitude of the,. Chjjtiese. Nejsal itself 
seems 

to be an example of,tire same kind. The dominant Goorkhas are a small, tribe, claiming to be—and who (it ! appears) "to a great degree really are—Hindoos. For example, Maha rajah Jung Bahadoor is as Atian as'tiny Brah-' 
min in Calcutta; there is not a trace Of.the Mongolian about him. But the men whom 
we are Very absurdly in the habit of deMcrib- ing 

as real Goorkhfis^—rth^ 
..men 

wjjp'se faces bear the Ultra-Mongolian type so much ap preciated in our Goorkha Regiments—are not Godrkhas at all. Most of these men 
belong to two Thibetan tribes called " 

Magars" and Gur- angs," inhabiting the Upper Hills of Western Nepal between Katmandhoo and the Kumaon frontier. Generally it may be said that the Hindoo tribe of Gporkhas have risen to power in Asia by the aid of soldiers of Thibetan blood, and that they dominate successfully 
over races chief ly Thibetan. These Thibetans are not only good soldiers, and it would appear tolerably good sub jects, but they 

seem to be also of a good intellect. 
In the Sinrla Government School the boys of the soldiers of the Goorkha Regiment 

were found 
to be remarkably clever, and they decidedly beat 
the Hindoos, Passing- eastwards from' Nepal 

we come to that part of the Himalyan range which we call Bhootan, and. in which we are at present 
more 

immediately interested. Who then are the people of that country ? The dominant race are 
officially called " Bhpotanese." But it seems to b'e generally assumed that the termination of 

the word Bhootati is like the 1 termination of Hindoatan, 
■ 
and signifies the oeuatry of th» Bhoots or 

Bhooteas, just 
as Hindostan signifies 
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