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About this record

The item consists of copies and extracts of correspondence, minutes and resolutions cited in, or enclosed
with, letters from the Government of Bombay.

The item is concerned with the assassination of Ali Pasha, Governor of Bagdad [Baghdad], and the interference
of Samuel Manesty, Resident at Bussorah [Basra], in the nomination of the new Governor by the Ottoman Court.
In particular, the item relates to:

• The Government of Bombay's criticism of Manesty for abandoning a neutral position by
promising his support for the nomination of Soliman Bacha [Sulayman] as the new Governor of Bagdad

• Reports on the circumstances of the assassination of Ali Pasha

• Manesty's accounts of his conversations with the Mussaleem [Mussallim] of Bagdad
regarding the Mussaleem's plans for becoming the Governor of Bagdad in the event of Soliman Bacha's death
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• The Government of Bombay's strong protests to Manesty's proposals to travel to
Constantinople [Istanbul] in order to address the Ottoman Ministry against the permanent installation of Eusuf
Bacha [Yusuf Ziyaeddin Pasha], the temporary Governor of Bagdad

• Manesty's opinions that the placement of a 'Contstantinople Turk' in the role of
Governor of Bagdad would be disastrous for the East India Company's interests in the area and that the French
are supporting the nomination of Eusuf Bacha in order to easily pass through the region into Persia [Iran] and
then India

• Manesty's proposals that, in the event of Eusuf Bacha being permanently installed as
Governor of Bagdad and this being a result of French influence, he will barricade the river at Bussorah to
prevent the entry or exit of any French vessels

• Confirmation from the Acting Resident at Bagdad that Soliman Bacha has succeeded Ali
Pasha as the new Governor of Bagdad due to Eusuf Bacha declining the offer from the Porte [Government of the
Ottoman Empire].

The correspondence is mainly between the Government of Bombay and the Resident at Bussorah. The other
correspondents included are: John Hine, Acting Resident at Bagdad; Francis Warden, Secretary to Government,
Bombay; Neil Benjamin Edmonstone, Secretary to the Supreme Government at Fort William.

The title page of the item contains the following references: 'Political No. 18, Season 1814/15, Draft 20,
Para 73' and 'Examiner's Office November & December 1808'.
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