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About this record

The item consists of copies and extracts of correspondence, minutes and resolutions cited in, or enclosed
with, letters from the Government of Bombay [Mumbai].

The item contains copies of research papers compiled by Lieutenant William Henry Wybard (also written 'J. W.'
and 'Wyburd') during his exploration of the Province of Nedjd [Najd] between 1831 and 1833, the purpose of
which was to find out more about the Wahabees [Wahabi] and their country. The research papers include:

• 'Journal' (ff 61-69) which documents Wybard's journey from Bushire [Būshehr], via
Bahrein [Bahrain] and Katiff [Al-Qatif], into Nedjd where he visited Ajeer [Al ‘Uqayr?] and the town of
Elreasa (also written 'Elriasa' and ‘Elhasa’) [Al Hufūf]

• 'Elreasa' (ff 70-71) which includes a description of the town, its defences and
buildings

• 'The Island of Bahrein' (ff 71-72) which contains a description of the island's: size;
geography; city of Manama; town of Moharraq [Al Muharraq]; and the relationship between the Bahrein Sheikhs
[Shaikhs] and the Imaum [Imam] of Muscat.

After being pressed for more information which he had originally promised, Wybard provides copies of his
researches on the history and current status of:
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• 'Kaab commonly called Chaub' (ff 78-86), the Chaub [Banū Ka‘ab] tribes

• 'Bussora' (ff 86-88), the city of Bussora [Basra]

• 'Bedowins of the Benee Laum' (ff 88-90), the 'Benee Laum or Lakhem' [Banu Lakhm] tribe

• 'Bedouins of the Montifick' (ff 90-91), the Montifick [Muntafiq] tribe

• 'Bedouins of the Shumer' (ff 91-92), the Shumer [Shammar] tribe.

The item also mentions the advances provided for Wybard by the Government of Bombay and the discontinuation of
his research due to ill health.

The correspondents of the item are: Wybard; the Government of Bombay; David Anderson Blane, Resident in the
Persian Gulf; J Crawford, Officiating Superintendent of the Indian Navy; and R Cogan, Assistant Superintendent
of the Indian Navy. The item includes an extract from an unsigned letter at folio 59, which is most likely
from the East India Company Court of Directors.

The title page of the item contains the following references: 'Collection N. 1’, ‘Bombay Political
Department’, ‘P.C. [Previous Communication] 1592, Draft 644, 1835' and 'Rec[eived] Duncan 
Gibb 15th Aug[ust] 1834’.
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