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About this record

This item consists mostly of copies and extracts of correspondence and minutes cited in, or enclosed with,
letters to and from the Government of Bombay [Mumbai]. It is the first of two items on the subject of the
Euphrates expedition of 1835-37 (the other item is IOR/F/4/1701/68746).

The item concerns the latter stages of the Euphrates expedition and the decision of the Government of Bombay
to continue the expedition beyond its originally-assigned duration. It mostly consists of reports and letters
prepared by Colonel Francis Rawdon Chesney, the leader of the expedition. The topics covered are:

• The ascent and descent of the Tigris river as far as Bagdad [Baghdad] by the
Euphrates steamer, from September to October 1836

• The ascent and descent of the Euphrates river by the Euphrates steamer,
from October to November 1836, including the damage suffered to one of the engines and the arrangements
made
for the mail being carried by the steamer to be conveyed onwards to Britain

• Local reactions to the expedition

• The activities of the Euphrates following the departure of Colonel
Francis Rawdon Chesney, the leader of the expedition, including the ascent and descent of the Karoon [Karun]
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river, and the return to Bagdad

• The assessments of Chesney and other members of the expedition of their achievements,
and their recommendations for maintaining steamers on the Euphrates.
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